
ARIZONA

James Huff
CONVICTED: 2013
What Was Taken: $8,400

81 year old James Huff, a Nevada resident, was traveling west on I-40 in 
December, 2013, when he was pulled over for a minor traffic violation. 
The officer asked Mr. Huff if he had any illegal substances or large 
amounts of currency; Huff answered in the negative, and then refused to 
consent to a search of his car. The officer’s drug-sniffing canine, however, 
“alerted” to possible narcotics, and a subsequent search revealed $8,400 
in cash. The officer seized the funds, and immediately presented Mr. Huff 
with a “Disclaimer of Ownership” form, and attempted to convince the 
octogenarian to sign away all legal interest in his money right there on 
the side of the road. Huff refused, intending to challenge the seizure. Six 
months later, the Apache County Attorney’s office published a generic 
notice in a local paper that the office intended to forfeit “$8,400 in 
currency.” The notice gave no specifics, so Huff and his lawyers did not 
know the notice was for his money. As a consequence, he missed the 
deadline to file a claim and a judge ruled that he had lost the opportunity 
to challenge the seizure. The money was ordered forfeited by default, 
and prosecutors never had to demonstrate any connection whatsoever 
between Huff’s money and drugs.

SOURCES
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/1700796/institute-for-justice-civil-
asset-forfeiture.pdf

heritage.org

FLORIDA

Sunrise, FL
CONVICTED: 2014
The Abuse: Systemic Misconduct

The Sunrise police force spent years honing its forfeiture operations, 
posing as drug suppliers in order to lure would-be drug dealers and 
traffickers from faraway states into the small Florida town for the sole 
purpose of seizing and forfeiting their money and vehicles. A Justice 
Department audit of these controversial tactics revealed systemic 
financial discrepancies and questionable practices surrounding the 
police department’s participation in the Equitable Sharing program. 
The police steered nearly $375,000 in forfeiture funds to a local law 
firm handling the city’s forfeiture cases, an obvious sweetheart deal 
that the DOJ IG concluded was evidence of an attempt to circumvent 
federal rules on how funds can be spent. The city even paid the officers 
conducting the forfeiture sting operations more than $1 million in 
benefits and overtime—all of it financed by the forfeiture cases they 
were working.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2014/12/01/police-department-seems-think-law-
enforcement-get-rich-scheme/

https://oig.justice.gov/reports/2014/g4015003.pdf

heritage.org

https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/1700796/institute-for-justice-civil-asset-forfeiture.pdf
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FLORIDA

Volusia County
CONVICTED: 1992
The Abuse: Systemic Misconduct

Between 1989 and 1992, the Volusia County Sheriff’s Office seized $8 
million in purported drug funds, but their seizure records had all the 
hallmarks of abusive forfeitures. An in-depth report by the Orlando 
Sentinel revealed that criminal charges were only filed in a quarter 
of cases, and seizures unsupported by evidence of wrongdoing were 
common. In fact, Sheriff Bob Vogel had established a drug mule 
“profile” that labeled any car obeying the speed limit as a potential 
courier. Drug dogs were on hand to sniff cars in case drivers refused to 
consent to a search. After seizing funds, the sheriff’s office routinely 
cut deals with motorists, offering to return a portion of their money 
in exchange for agreements not to sue the department for improperly 
seizing their funds in the first place.

SOURCES
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/1992-06-14/news/9206131060_1_seizures-kea-
drug-squad

heritage.org

GEORGIA

Douglas County
CONVICTED: 2013
The Abuse: Misuse of Forfeiture Funds

Douglas County District Attorney David McDade retired amid 
an investigation into his use of forfeiture funds to reward favored 
employees and provide perks for them and their families. McDade’s 
office manager used her government car—purchased with forfeiture 
funds and reserved for official use—as a personal vehicle. She and 
her sister were paid more than $40,000 for transcription services, 
all financed by forfeiture funds. Daughters of both women obtained 
internships in McDade’s office, again paid with forfeiture funds. Per 
the terms of a non-prosecution agreement, McDade paid $4,000 to 
Douglas County.

SOURCES
http://www.myfoxatlanta.com/story/22268776/i-team-douglas-co-da

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/04/04/good-riddance-
mr-mcdade/
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http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/1992-06-14/news/9206131060_1_seizures
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GEORGIA

Andrew Clyde
CONVICTED: 2013
What Was Taken: $1 million

Andrew Clyde is an Iraq War veteran and owner of a small gun shop 
in Athens. In 2013, the IRS seized nearly $1 million from his company’s 
bank account, saying that he had “structured” his cash deposits 
to avoid federal reporting requirements designed to catch money 
launderers, terrorist groups, and drug dealers. Clyde proved his money 
was legitimately earned, but the IRS still felt entitled to his earnings. It 
proposed a settlement: In exchange for two-thirds of Clyde’s money, 
it would drop the forfeiture case. Clyde balked, and hired an attorney. 
$150,000 in legal fees later, Clyde felt compelled to settle and agreed 
to forfeit $50,000 to the government.

SOURCES
http://nypost.com/2015/02/11/irs-apologizes-after-seizures-hammer-small-
businesses/

heritage.org

GEORGIA

Fulton County
CONVICTED: 2013
The Abuse: Questionable Use of Forfeiture Funds

Fulton County District Attorney Paul Howard found himself in hot 
water over his office’s highly questionable use of forfeiture funds. 
Some of his more questionable expenditures included $6,000 on a 
personal home security system; $6,000 donated to a lawyers’ group 
that later inducted Howard into its Hall of Fame; office galas replete 
with steak and alcohol; and NBA tickets. He even splurged on a 
display case to hold sneakers worn by his famous nephew, Dwight 
Howard. All of these purchases were deemed to be entirely above-
board, revealing just how lax the rules are concerning how forfeiture 
funds may be spent.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2014/03/12/georgia-fails-pass-civil-forfeiture-reform/

http://www.wsbtv.com/news/news/local/da-howard-spent-seized-money-dinners-
home-security/nYFjM/

heritage.org

http://nypost.com/2015/02/11/irs
heritage.org
http://dailysignal.com/2014/03/12/georgia
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GEORGIA

Alda Gentile
CONVICTED: 2012
What Was Taken: $11,500

Alda Gentile, her son, and her grandson were on their way back home 
from Florida to their home in New York when they were stopped 
for speeding just over the Georgia border. Gentile had $11,500 in 
cash intended as a down payment for a condo in Florida. The officer 
discovered the money during a search of her vehicle and proceeded to 
detain and question her for hours on the side of the road. Although a 
search for drugs turned up empty, her money was taken. Fortunately, 
Gentile was able to retrieve the money a week later.

SOURCES
https://web.archive.org/web/20160607203459/http://www.marketplace.
org/2016/04/06/world/controversial-civil-forfeiture-program-back-action

heritage.org

GEORGIA

Camden County
CONVICTED: 2008
The Abuse: Misuse of Forfeiture Funds

Over 15 years, the Camden County Sheriff’s office seized more than 
$20 million—and under the direction of Sheriff Bill Smith, treated 
it like a massive slush fund. The sheriff’s office bought a $90,000 
Dodge Viper for the D.A.R.E. program, ostensibly to “grab the kids’ 
attention.” Smith also authorized the use of forfeiture funds to pay 
for college tuition and gasoline for his favorite employees, and to pay 
prison inmates to build him a weekend home, the Ponderosa. Sheriff 
Smith also donated $250,000 in forfeiture funds to his alma mater, 
The Citadel, for a scholarship in his own name. Camden County 
was eventually kicked out of the federal Equitable Sharing program, 
pending their repayment of $662,000 in misused forfeiture funds. The 
disgraced Smith was voted out of office in 2008. His replacement, 
Sheriff Tommy Gregory, announced he would ramp up his office’s 
forfeitures efforts under state law to pay off their debts.

SOURCES
https://www.ij.org/extravagance-with-forfeiture-funds-in-camden-county-ga-2

heritage.org

https://web.archive.org/web/20160607203459/http
http://www.marketplace.org/2016/04/06/world/controversial
http://www.marketplace.org/2016/04/06/world/controversial
heritage.org
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GEORGIA

Christopher Hunt
CONVICTED: 2007
What Was Taken: $5,581

Christopher Hunt owns an auto-detailing business in Atlanta. One day 
he was pulled over for speeding while heading south on I-75. Sheriffs 
deputies noticed that Hunt had a considerable amount of money in 
his pockets—$5,581 in total—and informed Hunt that it would be 
seized as drug money. Hunt insisted it was the weekend profits from 
his auto-detailing business, but neither that story nor the lack of drugs 
dissuaded the officers. Hunt contacted an attorney and 18 months after 
the seizure, reached a settlement. Unfortunately, only half of his money 
was ultimately returned.

SOURCES
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=91555835

http://gwmac.com/policing-profit-abuse-civil-asset-forfeiture/

heritage.org

GEORGIA

Michael Annan
CONVICTED: 2007
What Was Taken: $43,720

Michael Annan was pulled over one day for speeding. What began as 
an ordinary traffic stop ended with the seizure of $43,720 in cash—the 
Ghana immigrant’s life savings—by Camden County sheriff’s deputies. 
Annan was not arrested, and no evidence of drugs or other illegal 
activity was found. He repeatedly called the sheriff’s office trying to win 
back his savings; he even visited the office in person, but was turned 
away. Getting nowhere, he hired a lawyer, who was able to get Annan’s 
money returned to him, but this was not pro bono work. Annan wound 
up spending $12,000 on his attorney, just to win back what was 
rightfully his in the first place.

SOURCES
https://www.ij.org/extravagance-with-forfeiture-funds-in-camden-county-ga-2

heritage.org

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=91555835
http://gwmac.com/policing
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https://www.ij.org/extravagance
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GEORGIA

Jose Guerrero
CONVICTED: 2005
What Was Taken: $13,630

Jose Guerrero, a Mexican national and legal U.S. resident, stopped at 
his brother’s home in Atlanta to pick up his nephews for a family trip 
to Mexico. One of the tenants in that home was under investigation by 
DeKalb County authorities, and as a result of stopping there, Guerrero 
himself became a target. Officer Mike DeWald stopped Guerrero in 
a parking lot, asked about his travel plans, and called in a drug dog. 
The dog alerted to narcotics, but a thorough search came up empty. 
Authorities did find $13,630 in cash. Guerrero had been saving that 
money to buy land in Mexico and pay down some family debts, but it 
was seized on the grounds that it would be used to purchase drugs. 
Outraged, Guerrero decided to fight, and his employer helped to cover 
his legal bills. Prosecutors initially offered to return half of his money, 
but Guerrero refused. Three years after it was seized, the full sum was 
returned—but only after he signed an agreement promising not to sue 
the police and prosecutors.

SOURCES
http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/investigative/2014/09/08/they-fought-the-law-
who-won/

heritage.org

ILLINOIS

Judith Wiese
CONVICTED: 2015
What Was Taken: 2009 Jeep Compass

71-year-old Judith Wiese’s Jeep was seized one night during a traffic 
stop at which Wiese was not even present. The person behind the 
wheel that night was her grandson, and he was granted permission to 
take the car out by lying about the status of his suspended license. He 
was arrested and later pleaded guilty to driving on a suspended license; 
the fact that Judith had nothing to do with his crime mattered little, 
however. Illinois law allows for vehicles of innocent owners to be seized 
and forfeited, and that is exactly what happened to Judith Wiese. Four 
months later, and without the benefit of legal counsel because she 
could not afford it, Wiese narrowly avoided losing her car, but still had 
to pay a fine despite doing nothing wrong.

SOURCES
http://www.qconline.com/news/crime/forfeiture-law-means-woman-paying-for-
grandson-s-crime/article_60d1500e-4d10-567f-a479-20440230b411.html

http://nationalinterest.org/feature/stopping-americas-runaway-civil-
forfeitures-15207

heritage.org

http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/investigative/2014/09/08/they
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IOWA

Muscatine County
CONVICTED: 2014
The Abuse: Misuse of Forfeiture Funds

An audit of Muscatine County revealed that proper accounting 
practices had not been followed with regard to forfeiture funds. Among 
other things, the Muscatine County Drug Task Force had improperly 
commingled federal and state forfeiture funds. Last year, Muscatine 
County supervisors were shocked to see that County Attorney Alan 
Ostergren had spent $27,000 in forfeiture funds to purchase a new 
Jeep for himself. He justified the purchase as a cost saving measure 
that would spare the county the cost of his mileage reimbursements. 
Yet, Ostergren only put in for roughly $600 per year in such 
reimbursements in the past. At that rate, it would take 45 years for 
the county to break even. But Ostergren didn’t expect to have the Jeep 
on the road for any longer than 365 days; his plan called for a $2,000 
annual trade-in, so he could have a new car every year, bought and paid 
for with forfeiture funds.

SOURCES
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/investigations/2015/03/29/
forfeiture-spending-questioned/70648320/

heritage.org

IOWA

Carole Hinders
CONVICTED: 2013
What Was Taken: $33,000

Carole Hinders owned and operated Mrs. Lady’s Mexican Food, a 
cash-only restaurant, for nearly 40 years. One day in 2013 she received 
a surprise visit from two IRS agents who told her that they had frozen 
and seized her entire bank account—nearly $33,000. They claimed that 
her frequent cash deposits below $10,000 was evidence of structuring, 
illegally attempting to avoid federal reporting requirements on cash 
deposits over $10,000. Those reporting requirements are designed 
to catch drug dealers and money launderers; Carole Hinders was just 
trying to run a business. Mrs. Hinders was broke and her restaurant 
in jeopardy. Fortunately, the Institute for Justice provided legal 
representation free of charge, and after 16 months of litigation, Carole 
Hinders got her money back.

SOURCES
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/26/us/law-lets-irs-seize-accounts-on-suspicion-
no-crime-required.html?_r=0

heritage.org

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/investigations/2015/03/29/forfeiture-spending-questioned/70648320
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IOWA

Michael Sanchez-Ratliff
CONVICTED: 2014
What Was Taken: $19,000

Michael Sanchez-Ratliff had spent a lifetime in low-paying jobs, 
scrounging together a respectable $5,000 in savings that he hoped 
would finance his relocation to California to start community college. 
His grandmother gave him an additional $14,000 before he set out 
on a cross-country trip. Several hours into his roadtrip, the Chicago 
native was stopped for speeding 5 miles per hour over the speed limit 
in Pottawattamie County, Iowa. A search revealed the cash, which 
deputies concluded was drug money despite finding no corroborating 
evidence. The full $19,000 was seized. Broke, Sanchez-Ratliff was 
evicted from his apartment, and his credit score damaged. After much 
searching, Sanchez-Ratliff was able to find an attorney and challenge 
the seizure. A judge ordered the funds returned, but Sanchez-Ratliff is 
still fighting to be reimbursed for the $7,000 he paid in attorney’s fees.

SOURCES
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/investigations/2015/03/28/iowa-
forfeiture-system-legal-thievery/70600856/

heritage.org

IOWA

Sheriff Brian Gilbert
CONVICTED: 2007
The Abuse: Felony Theft

The former Dallas County Sheriff was convicted of felony theft 
stemming from a cash seizure in 2006. Deputies in Pottawatamie 
County stopped a vehicle along I-80 and seized nearly $1 million in 
cash. The money was loaded into Sheriff Gilbert’s car for transport 
to the station. Along the way, Gilbert stopped at his home to close 
a garage door, and a bag of cash totaling $120,000 suddenly went 
missing. Gilbert faced up to 10 years’ imprisonment, but ultimately 
received only probation, a $1,000 fine, and community service.

SOURCES
http://www.thenewspaper.com/news/18/1819.asp

http://www.radioiowa.com/2007/04/11/former-dallas-county-sheriff-found-guilty-
of-theft/

heritage.org
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MARYLAND

Randy and Karen Sowers
CONVICTED: 2012
What Was Taken: $63,000

Randy and Karen Sowers own a dairy farm near Frederick, Maryland, 
and frequented farmers markets to sell their products. That resulted in 
a lot of cash transactions, which necessitated frequent bank deposits. 
The Sowers claim they were advised by their bank to make the deposits 
in sums less than $10,000 to avoid federal reporting requirements 
aimed at targeting drug dealers and money launderers. Unfortunately, 
deliberately avoiding those reporting requirements is itself a criminal 
offense, known as “structuring.” Federal agents seized the Sowers’s 
bank account, $63,000 in all. The Sowers were never charged with a 
crime, and the government never argued that their money had been 
earned illegally. But it held onto the money until the cash-strapped 
Sowers agreed to a settlement that let the government keep nearly half 
of their hard-earned money.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2015/03/22/this-couple-lost-30k-to-the-government-now-
maryland-lawmakers-are-pushing-reform/

http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/uncle-sam-may-have-picked-the-
wrong-cash-cow/2015/04/14/227aa73c-de2e-11e4-a500-1c5bb1d8ff6a_story.html

heritage.org

MASSACHUSETTS

Russ Caswell
CONVICTED: 2009
What Was Taken: A Motel Worth $2.1 Million

Russ Caswell took over the Motel Caswell from his father in 1984, and 
proceeded over the next 30 years to rent out hundreds of thousands 
of rooms to visitors of the Boston suburb of Tewksbury. A tiny fraction 
of those visitors—15 over a ten-year period—were arrested for drug 
crimes. Mr. Caswell was always cooperative with police and their 
investigations. Nonetheless, in 2009 the Tewksbury Police partnered 
with the Drug Enforcement Agency to seize and forfeit Motel Caswell. 
The government cited the handful of drug arrests on the property to 
justify the seizure, but ulterior motives may have been at work. One 
DEA agent admitted that his office only targeted properties where the 
owner had at least $50,000 in equity. Russ Caswell owned his motel 
outright, valued at $2.1 million, which made it a tempting target for 
forfeiture. Mr. Caswell prevailed in his court fight for the property, but 
only with pro bono legal representation by the Institute for Justice.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2015/04/27/heritage-event-highlights-need-for-prompt-civil-
forfeiture-reform/

https://www.ij.org/massachusetts-civil-forfeiture
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MICHIGAN

Mark Zaniewski
CONVICTED: 2013
What Was Taken: $70,000

Mark Zaniewski owns and operates a Marathon gas station in Sterling 
Heights, Michigan. A gas station does a lot of business in cash, and 
Zaniewski made frequent cash deposits into his business’s bank 
account. One day in March 2013, IRS agents showed up to inform 
Zaniewski that the station’s bank account had been seized because of 
an alleged structuring violation. To keep his business afloat Zaniewski 
needed a loan, and federal agents assured him that they would not 
seize the borrowed funds. He borrowed money from his family and the 
IRS reneged, executing a second seizure. The IRS now had $70,000 
of Zaniewski’s money, but had yet to produce evidence that he had 
knowingly violated provisions of the Bank Secrecy Act. Instead, the IRS 
offered to return the sum that had been taken in the second seizure—if 
Zaniewski agreed to give up the sum seized in the first. He refused, 
and eventually the second seizure was overturned. In conjunction with 
the Institute for Justice, Zaniewski has been fighting in federal court to 
have the full sum returned.

SOURCES
http://ij.org/michigan-civil-forfeiture-ii-release-11-14-2013

heritage.org

MICHIGAN

Terry Dehko
CONVICTED: 2013
What Was Taken: $35,000

Terry Dehko’s small supermarket processed more than one-third of its 
sales in cash, and its insurance only covered cash losses up to $10,000. 
Quite reasonably, Dehko made frequent cash deposits to his business 
bank account in amounts less than $10,000, so that his insurance 
would cover any loss in case he was robbed. Federal law requires 
all cash deposits above $10,000 to be reported. Engaging in cash 
transactions under $10,000 for the purpose of avoiding those reporting 
requirements, called “structuring,” is a crime regardless of whether 
the money at issue is illegally obtained. The IRS seized $35,000 from 
Dehko, alleging that he had structured his deposits. The IRS initially 
offered to drop the case in exchange for 80% of Mr. Dehko’s money, a 
“settlement” that borders on extortion. Thanks to representation by the 
Institute for Justice, Mr. Dehko was able to force the IRS to return all of 
the seized money.

SOURCES
http://news.heartland.org/newspaper-article/2013/11/27/irs-backs-down-agrees-
return-seized-bank-accounts

http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/george-f-will-the-heavy-hand-of-the-
irs/2014/04/30/7a56ca9e-cfc5-11e3-a6b1-45c4dffb85a6_story.html
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MICHIGAN

Jacque Sutton
CONVICTED: 2009
What Was Taken: 1989 Ford Mustang

Jacque Sutton was at a party which Detroit cops raided, thinking the 
gathering was a speakeasy. Sutton and 100 others were ticketed as a 
result, and Sutton had his 1989 Ford Mustang seized during the raid. All 
charges against Sutton and the others were dropped, but he still had to 
pay over $1,000 to get his car back.

SOURCES
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20091112/METRO/911120388/Police-property-
seizures-ensnare-even-the-innocent

http://dailysignal.com/2013/10/28/the-motor-city-wants-your-car-back-civil-
forfeiture-in-detroit/

heritage.org

MICHIGAN

Larry Rodgers
CONVICTED: 2009
What Was Taken: A Van

Larry Rodgers was driving down Canton Street in Detroit’s east side 
when police suspected he was trying to buy drugs. Their evidence? 
He allegedly slowed down in front of a known drug house. Cops 
searched his vehicle and found no evidence of illegal activity, but they 
confiscated his van anyway. Rodgers had to pay $1,150 to get it back, 
and was never charged with a crime.

SOURCES
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20091113/METRO/911130372

heritage.org

http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20091112/METRO/911120388/Police
http://dailysignal.com/2013/10/28/the
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MICHIGAN

Contemporary Art Institute
CONVICTED: 2008
What Was Taken: 44 Personal Vehicles

Patrons of the Detroit Contemporary Art Institute’s “Funk Night” 
expected a night of dancing. Instead, they wound up getting the SWAT 
team treatment. The Art Institute had neglected to obtain a liquor 
license, and for this infraction armor clad cops forced 130 attendees 
to the floor at gunpoint. Patrons had no way of knowing about the 
infraction, but that didn’t stop the Detroit police from seizing their 
cars—44 in total—and charging a fee of $900 apiece to get them back. 
A judge later ruled the seizures unconstitutional, and part of a practice 
of detaining, searching, and seizing vehicles from every individual 
patronizing an establishment without a liquor license, merely because 
they were there. Think about that the next time you set foot in a bar.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2013/10/28/the-motor-city-wants-your-car-back-civil-
forfeiture-in-detroit/

http://www.aclumich.org/issues/search-and-seizure/2010-02/1420

https://www.aclu.org/news/federal-judge-rules-caid-raid-arrests-and-car-seizures-
unconstitutional

heritage.org

MICHIGAN

Krista Vaughn
CONVICTED: 2004
What Was Taken: A Car

Red Cross employee Krista Vaughn dropped her friend, Amanda Odom, 
off at a Detroit bank one February day in 2004. While Amanda was 
waiting for Krista to pick her up, she unfortunately made eye contact 
with several passersby. On that basis alone, Detroit cops accused 
Amanda of being a prostitute—and seized Krista Vaughn’s car, 
supposedly because it was being used to facilitate acts of prostitution. 
All charges were later dropped, but Krista still had to pay a $900 fee 
to get her car back, $500 in towing and storage fees, and $400 to 
repair damage incurred by the towing. That is $1,800 in total despite no 
criminal prosecution.

SOURCES
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20091113/METRO/911130372/Wayne-Co.-
profits-from-police-property-seizures

http://dailysignal.com/2013/10/28/the-motor-city-wants-your-car-back-civil-
forfeiture-in-detroit/
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MINNESOTA

Metro Gang Strike Force
CONVICTED: 2009
The Abuse: Systemic Misconduct

The infamous and now defunct Metro Gang Strike Force abused civil 
forfeiture laws for years, notoriously seizing property and currency 
from innocent and guilty Minnesotans alike. Reports abounded 
of Strike Force personnel seizing television sets for personal use 
and using forfeiture funds to finance Hawaiian conferences. Amid 
investigations, the Strike Force was dissolved, and the state was 
forced to pay out $840,000 in settlements to victims whose property 
had been wrongly seized.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2014/05/16/minnesota-raises-bar-forfeiture-reform/

heritage.org

NEBRASKA

John Anderson
CONVICTED: 2012
What Was Taken: $25,180

John Anderson was pulled over on I-80 for changing lanes without 
using his turn signal. Sheriff’s Deputy Frye promptly issued a warning 
to Mr. Anderson, at which point the traffic stop should have ended. 
But then Frye decided to press Anderson on the reason for his trip, 
whether he had any drugs or large amounts of currency in the car, 
and whether he would consent to a search. When Anderson refused 
to consent to the search, Frye called in a drug dog and detained 
Anderson for an additional 36 minutes. The dog alerted, but a 
subsequent search revealed no drugs—only $25,180 in cash. Frye 
threatened Anderson with criminal charges and imprisonment, unless 
Anderson signed away all right to the money on the spot. Although he 
initially refused, the pressure was too much, and Anderson relented. 
He later changed his mind has now challenged the seizure and the 
waiver; the case is ongoing.

SOURCES
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2014/09/13/police-seizures-cash-rise-
fueled-private-training-firms/0srn4zr0BzcySkloYIVOLP/story.html

http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/investigative/2014/09/06/stop-and-seize/

heritage.org

http://dailysignal.com/2014/05/16/minnesota
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NEBRASKA

Tara Mishra
CONVICTED: 2012
What Was Taken: $1.07 Million

Tara Mishra spent 15 years working as an exotic dancer, diligently 
saving for the day she would get out of the dancing business. In 2012, 
the California native decided to invest her savings—$1.07 million—in 
a New Jersey nightclub. Mishra gave the funds, all in cash and neatly 
bundled, to her close friends, Rajesh and Marina Dheri, for the cross-
country drive. Along the way, Nebraska State Troopers stopped and 
searched the Dheris car, discovering the funds and seizing the full 
sum as “drug money.” Mishra challenged the forfeiture, and in 2013 a 
federal judge ruled that the police had not demonstrated a “substantial 
connection” between the money and drugs. He ordered Mishra’s life 
savings returned to her, and ordered the government to cover her 
nearly $40,000 legal bill as well.

SOURCES
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/headlines/2013/07/judge-orders-1-million-returned-
to-exotic-dancer/

http://www.thedailysheeple.com/cops-ordered-to-return-over-1-million-seized-from-
innocent-woman-and-fed-gov-ordered-to-pay-nearly-40k-in-legal-fees_022014

heritage.org

NEBRASKA

Mark Brewer
CONVICTED: 2011
What Was Taken: $63,530

Air Force veteran Mark Brewer was pulled over along I-80 near Omaha 
in 2011, for changing lanes without using his turn signal. Brewer agreed 
to allow a drug dog to sniff his car, and the canine alerted to the trunk. 
The sheriff’s deputy found no drugs or contraband, but he did find 
plastic bags containing $63,530 in cash and two marijuana-themed 
magazine articles. The vet claimed the money came from disability 
checks (and produced records to support that), and that he was on his 
way to make a downpayment on a house in L.A. The sheriff’s deputy 
disagreed, and seized the money as “drug money.” Brewer contested 
the seizure, but the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals eventually ruled 
that circumstantial evidence such as the fact that the cash was in a 
plastic bag, and articles relating to marijuana were found nearby, was 
sufficient to tie the money to a drug crime, even though he was never 
charged with a crime.

SOURCES
http://www.forbes.com/sites/instituteforjustice/2015/04/16/veteran-forfeiture-
nebraska/2/

http://media.ca8.uscourts.gov/opndir/15/03/141787P.pdf
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http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/headlines/2013/07/judge
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NEBRASKA

Emiliano Gonzolez
CONVICTED: 2003
What Was Taken: $124,700

Emilio Gonzolez was heading home from a business trip to Chicago 
when he was pulled over for speeding. The trooper conducting the 
stop asked to search Gonzolez’s vehicle and discovered $124,700 in 
cash—money he had collected from friends and relatives to try to buy 
a refrigerated truck for his produce business. The truck had already 
been sold, though, so Gonzolez was heading home with the full sum. 
The troopers seized the funds despite finding no evidence of criminal 
conduct. A federal judge denied the forfeiture, finding Gonzalez’s 
story “plausible and consistent,” but the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals 
reversed the decision, determining that prosecutors had met the 
federal “preponderance of the evidence” standard necessary to forfeit 
the money. How did money seized by state troopers wind up in federal 
court? The troopers took advantage of the Equitable Sharing program 
to circumvent Nebraska’s forfeiture laws, which require that the link 
between property and crime be proven “beyond a reasonable doubt.”

SOURCES
https://www.dui.com/blog/asset-forfeiture/

heritage.org

NEVADA

Straughn Gorman
CONVICTED: 2013
What Was Taken: $167,000

Nevada law enforcement agents were so eager to search Straughn 
Gorman’s motorhome for cash that they pulled it over not once, but 
twice, because Gorman refused to consent to a voluntary search when 
his motorhome was first pulled over along I-80. The officer suspected 
Gorman’s vehicle contained large amounts of currency, but did not 
have a drug dog on hand to sniff the vehicle. So he let Gorman go, and 
then contacted a colleague who did have a dog and told him to look out 
for Gorman. During the second stop, the drug dog “alerted” to narcotics 
and the officer searched the vehicle, discovering and seizing $167,000. 
No drugs were discovered. Gorman challenged the case, and a federal 
judge ruled that not only had the government failed to demonstrate 
a connection between drugs and the currency, but that the officers 
had conspired to violate Gorman’s Fourth Amendment rights. He 
also chastised prosecutors for disingenously arguing at trial that the 
two traffic stops were unrelated. The judge ordered Gorman’s money 
returned, and invited him to file for attorney’s fees. The government has 
appealed the decision, and is still fighting to keep Gorman’s money.

SOURCES
http://www.lasvegasnow.com/news/i-team-body-cam-video-shows-deputies-seizing-
167k-judge-orders-money-to-be-returned-to-driver

http://dailysignal.com/2015/08/21/federal-prosecutors-fight-back-after-judge-
orders-motorist-be-returned-167k-seized/

heritage.org

https://www.dui.com/blog/asset
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http://www.lasvegasnow.com/news
http://dailysignal.com/2015/08/21/federal
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NEVADA

Tan Nguyen
CONVICTED: 2013
What Was Taken: $50,000

Humboldt County sheriff’s deputy Lee Dove pulled Mr. Nguyen over 
for allegedly driving three miles per hour over the speed limit. Deputy 
Dove searched Nguyen’s car and discovered $50,000 in casino 
winnings. Dove “suspected” the money was drug money, despite 
finding no evidence to support this claim, and threatened Nguyen 
with arrest unless he surrendered the cash on the spot. Mr. Nguyen 
decided to take Humboldt County to court. The County settled and in 
a rare victory, Nguyen not only won his money back, he was awarded 
$10,000 in attorney’s fees.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2014/04/01/civil-asset-forfeiture-biggest-little-racket-
nevada/

http://knpr.org/knpr/2015-03/humboldt-county-settles-police-seizure-case

heritage.org

NEVADA

Ken Smith
CONVICTED: 2013
What Was Taken: $13,800

Deputy Lee Dove strikes again. Deputy Dove pulled over Ken Smith for 
speeding on a Nevada highway. He conducted a background check and 
found an outstanding warrant for Mr. Smith. One problem: the warrant 
was for a different “Ken Smith.” The error should have been obvious 
given that the warrant was for an African American Smith, whereas the 
Ken Smith before him was white. Nonetheless, Dove detained Smith, 
searched his vehicle, and found $13,800. Smith was offered a chance 
to leave with his car—if he signed away his rights to his money. He did, 
but returned later to sue the county over the seizure. That case was 
settled along with Tan Nguyen’s, with Humboldt County agreeing to 
return the fulll $13,800, plus attorney’s fees.

SOURCES
http://www.forbes.com/sites/instituteforjustice/2014/03/12/cops-use-traffic-stops-
to-seize-millions-from-drivers-never-charged-with-a-crime/

http://www.opposingviews.com/i/society/crime/nevada-court-sides-citizens-
returns-money-seized-police-during-traffic-stops
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NEVADA

Matt Lee
CONVICTED: 2012
What Was Taken: $2,400

Matt Lee was driving to California to start a new life for himself when 
he was pulled over in the middle of the Nevada dessert by sheriff’s 
deputy Lee Dove. Deputy Dove asked Lee if he was carrying any large 
amounts of money, assuring the young man that he was only interested 
in people carrying more than $10,000. Lee told the deputy about the 
$2,400 his parents had given him as a parting gift. Dove reneged, 
searching Lee’s car, cutting open his luggage in a vain attempt to find 
evidence of drugs or illegal activity. In the end, Dove still claimed that 
Lee was involved in an interstate drug deal and seized the funds. Two 
years later, Humboldt County finally returned the money.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2014/04/01/civil-asset-forfeiture-biggest-little-racket-
nevada/

heritage.org

NEW MEXICO

Claudeen Crank
CONVICTED: 2015
What Was Taken: 2006 Kia Sorrento

When Claudeen Crank returned from a vacation she discovered that 
her car had disappeared. She had left it in the care of a mechanic, 
and when she called police to report the vehicle stolen, Claudeen 
discovered that a drunken driver named Heather Bitsillie had wrecked 
her car the night before. Bitsillie had no affiliation with the mechanic. 
Just how Crank’s car wound up in her hands remains a mystery, but 
under Albuquerque’s civil forfeiture laws, the fact that Crank did not 
allow Bitsillie to use her car or have any knowledge of her drunk driving 
does not matter. Crank’s car was subject to seizure, and it became her 
responsibility—not Bitsillie’s—to pay the administrative fees, fines, and 
towing charges. The car itself had been totaled in the crash, so it wasn’t 
even worth Crank fighting to get it back. She signed it over to the city. 
Crank is not the only innocent third party targeted by Albuquerque’s 
DUI forfeiture law—a law Albuquerque refuses to stop enforcing 
despite a state law banning civil forfeitures in New Mexico.

SOURCES
http://www.abqjournal.com/575256/you-dont-have-to-be-driving-to-lose-your-car.
html

http://dailysignal.com/2015/11/19/this-city-claims-they-need-to-seize-peoples-cars-
because-of-drunk-driving-why-thats-wrong/
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NEW MEXICO

Joseph Rivers
CONVICTED: 2015
What Was Taken: $16,000

Joseph Rivers boarded a train in his native Michigan, bound for Los 
Angeles where he hoped to start a career in the music video business. 
Rivers had compiled $16,000 to help get himself on his feet, some 
of it saved, some of it a gift from his mother. The train stopped 
in Albuquerque, and DEA agents began randomly interrogating 
passengers about their destinations and reasons for travel. Rivers was 
one of their targets. The agents discovered his life savings, freshly 
withdrawn and still tucked in the bank envelope. They nonetheless 
determined it was drug money, and seized the currency. Rivers was 
forced to go into debt to hire a lawyer to contest the forfeiture; his case 
is still pending.

SOURCES
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/05/the-glaring-injustice-of-civil-
asset-forfeiture/392999/

heritage.org

NEW MEXICO

Greg Solano
CONVICTED: 2014
What Was Taken: A 2003 BMW

Greg Solano’s heavily intoxicated daughter, Sylvia, drove Mr. Solano’s 
2003 BMW into a brick wall one night. Both Sylvia and her passenger 
avoided injury, but she was arrested for DWI. This was Sylvia’s second 
drunk driving arrest, and the cops seized the car under a two strikes 
DWI forfeiture law. Mr. Solano protested the seizure, claiming he was 
an “innocent owner” and decrying the violation of his rights. But his 
was a unique case: Solano was once the Sheriff of Santa Fe County, 
and he crafted and advocated for the very law which now justified 
the seizure of his vehicle. Perhaps Mr. Solano should have given more 
thought to the rights of innocent owners in the first place.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2014/05/16/civil-forfeiture-backfires-former-sheriff/

http://lastresistance.com/5726/former-sheriff-pushed-civil-forfeiture-ordinance-
now-target-civil-forfeiture-doesnt-agree-law-anymore/
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NEW YORK

Vu Do
CONVICTED: 2015
What Was Taken: $44,000

Vu Do, an entrepreneurial nail salon owner from New York, was 
traveling to California to visit his family. He brought along roughly 
$44,000—money he had earned legitimately through his business—to 
provide much-needed financial assistance to his family. But along the 
way, DEA agents intercepted him at JFK airport, discovered the cash, 
and seized it on suspicion that it was drug money. There appears to 
have been little to no evidence to corroborate the agent’s suspicion, but 
in the end that did not matter. Vu Do filed a belated legal complaint to 
challenge the seizure and forfeiture of his life’s savings, and because 
he missed a relatively obscure deadline written into federal law, the 
DEA was able to administratively forfeit the money automatically. Vu 
Do’s case never went before a judge, and the DEA never had to prove 
(even to forfeiture’s low evidentiary standards) any link between drugs 
and the seized cash. It is estimated that as much as 75% of federal 
forfeiture cases are administrative forfeitures like this one, where the 
agency that seized the funds and stands to gain financially from doing 
so, plays the role of investigator, prosecutor, and judge, all in one.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2015/07/02/how-the-government-got-away-with-taking-this-
innocent-mans-life-savings/

https://www.techdirt.com/articles/20150620/20213931403/nail-salon-owner-sues-
return-life-savings-seized-dea-agents-airport.shtml

heritage.org

NEW YORK

Jeffrey, Richard, and Mitch Hirsch
CONVICTED: 2012
What Was Taken: $446,000

The Hirsch brothers ran Bi-County Distributors, a stocking company 
for local convenience stores, for 27 years. In 2012, the IRS seized 
$446,000 worth of the business’ funds over supposed “structuring” 
violations. Astoundingly, two years after the seizure the Hirsches still 
had not had their day in court. Federal prosecutors refused to either 
charge them with a crime or file a motion to forfeit their money. The 
funds simply languished, and like Carole Hinders, the Hirsch family 
was bankrupted and their business was nearly destroyed. Finally, in 
early 2015, after national press coverage revealed the outrageous 
details of their situation, prosecutors agreed to quietly return the 
Hirsches’ money.

SOURCES
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/26/us/law-lets-irs-seize-accounts-on-suspicion-
no-crime-required.html?_r=0

http://watchdog.org/195553/forfeiture-case-lynch-obama/
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http://dailysignal.com/2015/07/02/how
https://www.techdirt.com/articles/20150620/20213931403/nail-salon-owner-sues-return-life-savings-seized-dea-agents-airport.shtml
https://www.techdirt.com/articles/20150620/20213931403/nail-salon-owner-sues-return-life-savings-seized-dea-agents-airport.shtml
heritage.org
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/26/us/law-lets-irs-seize-accounts-on-suspicion-no-crime-required.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/26/us/law-lets-irs-seize-accounts-on-suspicion-no-crime-required.html?_r=0
http://watchdog.org/195553/forfeiture
heritage.org


NORTH CAROLINA

Lyndon McLellan
CONVICTED: 2014
What Was Taken: $107,000

Lyndon McLellan was making a nice life for himself and his family 
as the owner of L&M Convenience Mart, a shop and restaurant in 
Fairmont, North Carolina. Federal agents showed up at his shop one 
day and informed him that his company’s bank account—all $107,000 
of it—had been seized on federal structuring charges, a law designed 
to catch money launderers and drug dealers by making it a crime to 
engage in a series of cash deposits or withdrawals in amounts under 
$10,000 in order to avoid triggering federal reporting requirements. 
McLellan had never heard of structuring or of the reporting 
requirements. The IRS never filed criminal charges and never alleged 
that McLellan had made his money illegally. The case continues despite 
new IRS rules ostensibly promulgated to stop cases like these. The IRS 
has refused to return McLellan’s money.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2015/05/11/the-irs-seized-107000-from-this-north-carolina-
mans-bank-account-now-hes-fighting-to-get-it-back/

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2015/05/12/nc-store-owner-on-hook-for-107000-
with-irs-over-structuring-laws/

heritage.org

NORTH CAROLINA

Tom and Marla Bednar
CONVICTED: 2014
What Was Taken: $115,018

In yet another instance of a seizure based on alleged structuring 
offenses and nothing else, $115,018.01 was seized from the bank 
account of the Bednars’s family business by the U.S. Secret Service. On 
28 occasions in 2014, the Bednars family withdrew cash in amounts 
less than $10,000, the threshold which triggers automatic reporting of 
cash transactions. The Secret Service never alleged that the Bednars’s 
money was illegally obtained or that they were going to use the money 
for some illegal purpose, but they tried to keep it anyway. An Assistant 
U.S. Attorney handling the case first offered a settlement where the 
government would get to keep half of the seized sum. When that 
was turned down, he offered to return all but $10,000. Eventually 
the Bednars got everything returned to them, but the government is 
refusing to cover their $25,000 in legal fees.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2015/05/26/after-secret-service-seized-115000-north-
carolina-man-continues-fight-for-justice/

heritage.org
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OHIO

Charles Clarke
CONVICTED: 2014
What Was Taken: $11,000

Charles Clarke was flying home to Orlando after a stint in Cincinnati 
visiting relatives with $11,000 in tow. The sum was the 24-year-old’s 
life savings, the result of five years of working different jobs. After 
checking the luggage that contained the cash, a ticket agent tipped 
off airport police at the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International 
Airport that the bag smelled of marijuana. Cops brought in a drug dog, 
which alerted to the bag, and proceeded to track down and question 
Clarke. Initially cooperative, Clarke provided evidence that the cash was 
legitimately earned. He even explained why he had it: He lived with his 
mother, who was in the middle of a move. He didn’t want to leave it 
behind for fear it would be stolen, and he did not want to deposit it in 
a bank. He also confessed to having smoked marijuana on the way to 
the airport, possibly explaining the odor permeating his bag. The cops 
decided to seize the cash, and Clarke reacted irately, as many people 
would, resulting in his being charged with assaulting an officer, resisting 
arrest, and disorderly conduct. Strangely, no charges were ever filed for 
the supposed drug trafficking offense that gave rise to the forfeiture. 
Clarke is fighting the seizure.

SOURCES
http://www.vox.com/2015/6/17/8792623/civil-forfeiture-charles-clarke

https://reason.com/blog/2015/06/17/claiming-to-smell-pot-airport-cops-seize
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OHIO

Antoinette Lattimore
CONVICTED: 2013
What Was Taken: $19,660

Cincinnati native Antoinette Lattimore was on her way to Tucson to 
look at some African art pieces, with $19,660 in tow to finance any 
purchases she might choose to make. When a drug dog alerted to the 
scent of narcotics on her carry-on bag at Dayton International Airport, 
a Dayton police officer, deputized by the Drug Enforcement Agency, 
conducted a search and discovered the cash. Despite the canine “alert,” 
no drugs or illegal substances were discovered. The officer seized the 
currency as illegal drug money, forcing Lattimore to hire an attorney. 
As often happens in forfeiture cases, the government offered a 
“settlement” in which $11,000 of Lattimore’s money would be returned 
to her in exchange for Lattimore allowing the government to keep the 
remainder. Eventually, worn down by the cost and time required to fight 
the forfeiture, she relented and accepted the deal. Accounting for her 
attorney’s fees, Lattimore estimates that of the $19,660 initially seized, 
she only emerged with about $8,000. All the while, the government 
never proved any connection between her money and drugs, and she 
was never charged with any crime.

SOURCES
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/your-watchdog/2015/09/10/federal-seizure-
program-benefits-cops-called-legal-robbery/71995798/
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OKLAHOMA

Eh Wah and a Burmese Christian Band
CONVICTED: 2016
What Was Taken: $53,000

Eh Wah, a Burmese immigrant who became a U.S. citizen ten years 
earlier, was the manager for a Burmese Christian band touring the 
U.S. to raise money for charitable organizations in southeast Asia. 
On February 27, 2016, he was driving through Oklahoma on leave to 
see his family, and was pulled over for having a broken tail light. The 
officer called a drug-sniffing dog, searched the vehicle, and found over 
$53,000 in cash, the proceeds of 19 concerts performed earlier on the 
band’s tour. Some of the money was separated into separate envelopes 
and marked for different destinations, including a liberal arts college in 
Burma and an orphanage in Thailand. The officer did not believe Eh Wah, 
citing “inconsistent stories,” (perhaps because English was not his first 
language), so he confiscated the money and took Eh Wah back to the 
station for questioning. Eventually they let him go but kept the money. 
The Institute for Justice took his case pro bono, and got the full sum of 
money back two months later ? conspicuously less than 24 hours after 
an article describing the case was published in The Washington Post.

SOURCES
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/04/25/how-oklahoma-
cops-took-53000-from-a-burmese-christian-band-a-church-in-omaha-and-an-
orphanage-in-thailand/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/04/26/why-oklahoma-cops-
are-returning-53000-to-a-christian-band-an-orphanage-and-a-church/?tid=a_inl
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OKLAHOMA

Sheriff Bob Colbert and Captain Jeffrey Gragg
CONVICTED: 2016
The Abuse: Bribery and Extortion

A grand jury recently indicted Sheriff Bob Colbert and Captain Jeffrey 
Gragg on charges of bribery and extortion stemming from a 2014 
traffic stop. After pulling over and searching the car of Torell Wallace 
and his 17-year-old passenger, Gragg found $10,000 in cash that he 
concluded was likely drug profits. Gragg alerted Sheriff Colbert to the 
cash find, and after Colbert arrived on-scene, they took Wallace and 
his compatriot into custody. According to the indictment, Wallace 
indicated he was out on parole and wanted to avoid an arrest, at which 
point Gragg replied that he could go free if he gave up the $10,000 
in cash. With the Sheriff’s approval, Wallace handed over the money 
in exchange for his freedom—only to be subsequently arrested and 
convicted on charges of methamphetamine distribution in Missouri. A 
grand jury indicted the lawmen on charges of bribery and extortion and 
recommended that Gragg be removed from office for derelection of 
duty. The case is proceeding.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2016/04/06/grand-jury-indicts-sheriff-for-wrongly-taking-
10000-from-traffic-stop/
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/04/25/how
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OKLAHOMA

Various Law Enforcement Officials
CONVICTED: 2014
The Abuse: Misuse of Forfeiture Funds

An audit of Oklahoma law enforcement agencies’ use of forfeiture 
funds revealed multiple abuses of forfeited assets and property 
throughout the state. In Beaver County, an assistant district attorney 
ignored a court order to sell a forfeited home at auction, deciding to 
live in it instead. The prosecutor lived there for five years, rent free, and 
even billed the state for his utilities. Another assistant DA in the office 
covering Washington and Nowata counties used $5,000 in forfeiture 
funds to pay off student loan debt, despite state law specifically 
reserving forfeiture funds for use in the enforcement of the state’s 
drug laws. The DA absurdly attempted to justify his subordinate’s 
misuse of the funds by stating the attorney handled mainly drug 
cases. In Okmulgee and McIntosh counties, seized money was spent 
before it was properly forfeited, and in a dozen other cases across the 
state, seized weapons, money, and vehicles had not been properly 
inventoried, and were missing.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2015/07/24/how-a-government-prosecutor-got-away-with-
seizing-a-home-to-live-in/

heritage.org

OKLAHOMA

Donald and Linda Goss
CONVICTED: 2012
What Was Taken: A pickup truck, a boat, and firearms

The home of Donald and Linda Goss was the target of a drug raid in 
March 2012 that resulted in police seizing their pick-up truck, fishing 
boat, and several firearms. The officers arrived with a warrant to 
search the premises for drugs. The couple was thrown in jail and paid 
a $10,000 bond three days later. After every effort to locate drugs or 
evidence of illegal activity failed, the charges against the Goss’s were 
dropped due to lack of evidence. The fact that no evidence of drug 
activity was discovered is no surprise, though: Officers had raided the 
wrong home. Despite the raid being the result of a mix-up, the Goss’s 
lost their vehicle because they could not pay the impound fees, and 
though their boat was returned, it was severely damaged. Donald and 
Linda Goss are suing for damages.

SOURCES
http://www.newson6.com/story/29946429/creek-county-couple-says-deputies-
confiscated-items-from-wrong-house

http://dailysignal.com/2016/02/01/oklahoma-law-enforcement-fights-effort-to-
make-it-harder-to-take-peoples-cash-property/

heritage.org

http://dailysignal.com/2015/07/24/how
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PENNSYLVANIA

Doila Welch
CONVICTED: 2014
What Was Taken: A Family Home

Doila Welch had no idea that her estranged husband had been dealing 
small amounts of marijuana out of her home, but Philadelphia seized 
the property anyway. The rowhouse had been in the family for 17 years, 
and she shared it with her three children and two of her siblings, one 
of whom is mentally challenged. Fortunately, the forfeiture action was 
dropped later in the year.

SOURCES
http://articles.philly.com/2014-12-19/news/57237675_1_forfeiture-program-south-
philadelphia-darpana-sheth

heritage.org

PENNSYLVANIA

Christos and Markela Sourovelis
CONVICTED: 2014
What Was Taken: A Family Home

In March 2014, police arrested Chris and Markela Sourovelis’s son 
for selling $40-worth of heroin to an undercover police officer. 
Soon after the arrest, the Philadelphia Police Department raided the 
Sourovelis’ home, SWAT-style with guns drawn, and found small 
amounts of the drug in their 22-year-old son’s bedroom. As if it was 
not shocking enough to discover that their child had a drug problem, 
the Sourovelises discovered they were now homeless. Their home was 
being confiscated under civil forfeiture laws, which do not require the 
property owner to be the one who actually commits the crime. After 
a lengthy legal battle, the Philadelphia District Attorney’s office was 
finally forced to back down in December 2014, a miracle just in time for 
the holidays.

SOURCES
http://articles.philly.com/2014-08-14/news/52772884_1_forfeiture-program-drug-
trafficking-property

http://articles.philly.com/2014-12-20/news/57237674_1_forfeiture-sourovelis-family-
drug-cases
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http://articles.philly.com/2014-12-19/news/57237675_1_forfeiture
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PENNSYLVANIA

Nassir Geiger
CONVICTED: 2014
What Was Taken: $580 and a 2000 Buick LeSabre

Nassir Geiger, a resident of Philadelphia, was pulled over in January 
2014 and accused of dealing drugs. The police seized $580 in cash 
and impounded his car, a 2000 Buick LeSabre. Although he was never 
charged, his car remained in the hands of the police for a year-and-
a-half. Unbeknownst to Geiger, the district attorney filed separate 
forfeiture claims for both the cash and the car, so he was not aware 
of the hearing dates regarding the retreival of his cash. The cash was 
declared forfeit in a default judgment. Geiger was able to get his car 
back, but not before paying $500 in storage fees.

SOURCES
http://ij.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/philadelphia-forfeiture-amended-
complaint-11-17-14.pdf

http://www.metro.us/philadelphia/baby-steps-toward-reforming-civil-forfeiture/
zsJokb---Xj28XQMJOrFg/

http://dailysignal.com/2015/11/09/a-look-inside-the-philadelphia-courtroom-where-
property-owners-fight-the-government-to-get-back-their-cash-homes-and-cars

heritage.org

PENNSYLVANIA

Kevin and Carla Johnson
CONVICTED: 2012
What Was Taken: $2,000

Kevin Johnson routinely smoked marijuana in his Philadelphia home to 
ease joint pain. Using marijuana was undoubtedly a crime, and when 
police searched his home in 2012, Johnson knew he faced possession 
charges for two joints found under his chair. But in the course of 
searching the house, police also found $2,000 Johnson’s 87-year-old 
wife Carla had saved from her pension. Philadelphia police seized the 
cash, calling it the illegal proceeds of drug dealing. Mr. Johnson was 
later acquitted of the charges against him, but Philadelphia refused to 
return the seized funds. Because civil forfeiture cases do not require 
criminal charges or convictions, his acquittal meant nothing. Strangely, 
Philadelphia only intended to forfeit $600; $1,400 of Mrs. Johnson’s 
money was unaccounted for. Since a lawyer would cost more than the 
value of what was seized, the Johnsons decided to let Philadelphia 
forfeit their money unchallenged. To this day, they have no idea what 
happened to the missing $1,400. [The names of the Johnsons were 
changed by the ACLU to protect their identity.]

SOURCES
http://www.aclupa.org/files/3214/3326/0426/Guilty_Property_Report_-_FINAL.pdf

heritage.org
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PENNSYLVANIA

Hank Mosley and Tanya Andrews
CONVICTED: 2011
What Was Taken: $3,500

Philadelphia police raided a boarding house in 2011, seizing funds 
from a known drug dealer who lived on the second floor. But in the 
midst of the raid, police also entered the apartments of Hank Mosley 
and Tanya Andrews—neighbors who in no way were affiliated with 
the alleged illegal activity. Cops nonetheless seized $2,000 from 
Mosley’s apartment and $1,500 from Tanya Andrews. Weeks later, 
the drug-dealing boarder received a letter notifying him of the city’s 
intent to forfeit his money, and the ledger of assets “in his possession” 
included Mosley’s and Andrews’ money. What might have been a 
simple clerical error turned into a nightmare. The city was not backing 
down, and Mosley and Andrews had to hire lawyers. 18 months and 
five court apperances later, a judge denied the city’s forfeiture motion 
and returned Andrews’ money to her. Mosley, however, had moved on 
to Colorado and could not make his court date. The city forfeited his 
$2,000 by default, despite Mosley never having done anything wrong.

SOURCES
http://www.aclupa.org/files/3214/3326/0426/Guilty_Property_Report_-_FINAL.pdf

heritage.org

PENNSYLVANIA

Sam and Sandra Leino
CONVICTED: 2010
What Was Taken: A Family Home

Sam Leino was arrested in 2010 for illegally selling painkillers from his 
Philadelphia home. Two months later, the Philadelphia DA’s office filed 
a forfeiture motion against the Leino’s family home. Though he was 
later convicted, the state never alleged Mrs. Leino or their three young 
children were involved. Nonetheless, the whole family was evicted. 
City officials stripped the home and destroyed the family’s possessions 
before the forfeiture motion was even granted. Philadelphia eventually 
dropped the forfeiture case, but only after the DA’s office discovered 
that the home had been foreclosed. Mrs. Leino and her children were 
never able to return home.

SOURCES
http://citypaper.net/News/How-the-DAs-forfeiture-program-made-a-family-
homelessltbr/gtltbr/gt/
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http://www.aclupa.org/files/3214/3326/0426/Guilty_Property_Report_-_FINAL.pdf
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PENNSYLVANIA

Rochelle Bing
CONVICTED: 2009
What Was Taken: A Family Home

Andrew Bing was caught selling packets of crack cocaine to an 
undercover informant for the Philadelphia police. He was living with 
his mother, Rochelle Bing, and conducted the sales out of her house. 
Cops raided the residence and found paraphernalia but no drugs. 
Rochelle was never arrested or charged with a crime, but Philadelphia 
moved to evict her and forfeit her home. Bing could not afford a lawyer, 
so she was forced to turn to law students through the University of 
Pennsylvania Legal Clinic. It took an astounding two years and 23 court 
appearances for prosecutors to finally drop the forfeiture action. The 
sole condition: Andrew Bing never be allowed in the house when his 
mother is not home.

SOURCES
http://www.propublica.org/article/law-to-clean-up-nuisances-costs-innocent-
people-their-homes

heritage.org

PENNSYLVANIA

Margaret Davis
CONVICTED: 2001
What Was Taken: A Private Home

Margaret Davis was 77 years old when the Philadelphia District 
Attorney’s Office decided her home should be seized and forfeited. 
The reason: Alleged drug dealers chased into her home by 
Philadelphia police ditched their drugs in Davis’s house during the 
pursuit. The dealers were able to gain access to the house because 
Davis, who suffered from serious medical ailments, kept her doors 
unlocked so neighbors could come in to take care of her. Despite 
the fact that the drugs clearly were not hers, the Philadelphia DA 
filed a motion to seize the property. The Civil Practice Clinic at the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School took her case, and got the DA’s 
office to agree to drop the matter.

SOURCES
https://verdict.justia.com/2014/10/06/civil-forfeiture-philadelphia

heritage.org

http://www.propublica.org/article/law
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SOUTH CAROLINA

Vincent Costello and Romilda Demartino
CONVICTED: 2010
What Was Taken: $32,934

Vincent Costello, a home improvement contractor from Queens, New 
York, and his girlfriend were pulled over on a South Carolina highway. 
They were on their way to Florida to fix up a home Costello had bought 
in a foreclosure. But Deputy Mason Ashby did not believe Costello. 
Claiming to smell marijuana, Ashby demanded to know how much cash 
Costello had, and wanted to search Costello’s van. That search found 
$32,934 in cash set aside to fix up the Florida property. Ashby never 
found any drugs, and never charged Costello with a crime. Nonetheless, 
the cash was seized and transferred to the federal government. Costello 
hired an attorney, but eventually felt compelled to accept a settlement. 
He only got half of his money back, and was out an additional $9,000 
in unreimbursed legal fees.

SOURCES
http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/investigative/2014/09/08/they-fought-the-law-
who-won/

heritage.org

TENNESSEE

Carmina Perez
CONVICTED: 2009
What Was Taken: $15,000

Carmina Perez and her 10-year-old son were driving through Tennessee 
on the way to visit her mother in Texas and her father-in-law in Mexico. 
After crossing the Tennessee River, she was pulled over and asked by 
the police officer if she had any large sums of cash. Perez admitted 
that she was carrying $15,000 to help her family members with their 
medical expenses. The officer didn’t believe her, alleging that she 
was taking drug money down to Mexico and on that basis seized the 
money. By that point, Perez had been detained on the side of the road 
for four hours. It took Perez two years to get her money back.

SOURCES
http://www.newschannel5.com/news/newschannel-5-investigates/policing-for-
profit/policing-for-profit-takes-cash-from-innocent-drivers
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/investigative/2014/09/08/they
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TENNESSEE

George Reby
CONVICTED: 2012
What Was Taken: $22,000

Officer Larry Bates pulled over George Reby, a New Jersey insurance 
adjuster, for speeding on I-40. Bates knew from a records search that 
Reby had been arrested 20 years ago for cocaine possession, but never 
convicted. On that basis he decided to question Reby further. Reby 
acknowledged that he had $22,000 in cash in his vehicle, and told 
Officer Bates that he intended to use the money to buy a car. He even 
had an active eBay bid for a vehicle. Bates seized the money despite 
having no evidence of illegal activity, and left critical details about the 
traffic stop out of his official report, including the reason Reby had 
the money in the first place. Four months later Reby was offered his 
money back, but he had to waive his right to sue the state before it was 
released to him.

SOURCES
http://video.newschannel5.com/story/18241221/man-loses-22000-in-new-policing-
for-profit-case

heritage.org

TENNESSEE

21st Judicial District Drug Task Force
CONVICTED: 2010
The Abuse: Questionable Forfeiture Policing Practices

Officers of the 21st Judicial District Task Force pulled a semi-trailer 
truck over along westbound I-40. Officers questioned the two 
truckers, and grew suspicious about certain discrepancies in their 
stories. The driver later admitted that he had roughly $500,000 in 
plastic-wrapped cash hidden in the semi—money that in all likelihood 
was drug money. But the officers were not interested in arresting the 
drivers or even questioning them further. In fact, the dashboard video 
of the traffic stop clearly shows the officers promising the drivers 
their freedom if they agreed to sign away all rights to the money 
on the spot. In fact, arrest and prosecution were only mentioned 
as threats to ratchet up the pressure on the truckers so they would 
“voluntarily” sign away the money. Thanks to civil forfeiture’s 
perverse incentives, a task force got a half a million dollar budget 
boost for actively refusing to arrest likely criminals.

SOURCES
http://www.scrippsmedia.com/newschannel5/news/newschannel-5-investigates/
policing-for-profit/265578721.html
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TEXAS

Dallas County District Attorney’s Office
CONVICTED: 2013-2014
The Abuse: Questionable Use of Forfeiture Funds

In a 2015 report, the Texas State Auditor’s Office found that during 
fiscal years 2013 and 2014 the Dallas County District Attorney 
Craig Watkins had misused roughly $80,000 in forfeiture funds to 
cover expenses prohibited by the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, 
including personal legal fees, exorbitant travel arrangements, 
and private donations. Additionally, $71,000 was spent on public 
service announcements, promotional activities, and travel costs, but 
accounting was so lax that auditors could not determine whether the 
expenditures were legitimate. Many transactions using forfeiture funds 
lacked approval, receipts, or proper monitoring of the funds, allowing 
much of the money to be used frivolously or for personal affairs.

SOURCES
http://www.sao.texas.gov/reports/main/16-007.pdf

http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/headlines/20151019-audit-das-office-
under-watkins-misused-forfeiture-money.ece

heritage.org

TEXAS

Tenaha
CONVICTED: 2008
The Abuse: Systemic Misconduct

Between 2006 and 2008, the small town of Tenaha established itself 
as one of the darkest hotbeds of forfeiture abuse in the country. Tenaha 
police executed hundreds of traffic stops in which they netted $3 
million in cash and valuables. But seizing property was not enough for 
Tenaha; officers wanted drivers to “voluntarily” sign away their property 
rights so that they could never return to challenge the seizures. Tenaha 
systematically threatened innocent motorists with imprisonment 
and criminal charges—even threatening to break up families and take 
children from their parents—to coerce “voluntary” forfeiture of cash 
and property. The city was hit with a class action lawsuit brought by 
150 victims of these egregious tactics (none of whom was ever charged 
with committing an actual crime), and settled in 2012.

SOURCES
http://dailysignal.com/2014/01/13/license-registration-valuables-please/
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TEXAS

Dale Agostini
CONVICTED: 2007
What Was Taken: $50,000

Washington, D.C. restaurateur Dale Agostini was driving through 
Texas with his fiance and young child, when he was stopped by 
the Tenaha police for driving too slow in a passing lane. The officer 
searched the vehicle and discovered $50,000 in cash, money 
Agostini needed to purchase restaurant equipment. There is nothing 
illegal about carrying cash, and Agostini had proof it was legitimate, 
but he and his fiance were both arrested for money laundering, and 
Agostini’s child was turned over to child protective services. It took 
a year for Agostini to win back the money. He later joined the class 
action lawsuit against Tenaha.

SOURCES
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/courier/news/kids-were-pawns-in-alleged-texas-
shakedown-scheme/article_8a5182c9-887f-5c45-b7b8-e4d161dee4bc.html

heritage.org

TEXAS

Javier Gonzalez
CONVICTED: 2005
What Was Taken: $10,000

Javier Gonzalez was travelling to Brownsville to visit his dying aunt in a 
car borrowed from his employer. He had brought $10,000 with him to 
arrange for the particulars of her funeral. He was pulled over because 
the front license plate on the vehicle was improperly displayed, and 
officers called in a drug dog to do a sweep of the car. The dog alerted, 
and a search revealed the $10,000 but no drugs or contraband. 
Gonzalez was handcuffed and brought to a local fire station where 
he was presented with a choice: sign a waiver “voluntarily” giving up 
his money and go free, or refuse and face money laundering charges. 
Gonzalez signed and left, but got a lawyer and sued. Three years after 
the seizure, Gonzalez got the money back, plus attorney’s fees and 
$110,000 in damages.

SOURCES
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=91555835
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VIRGINIA

Mandrel Stuart
CONVICTED: 2012
What Was Taken: $17,550

Mandrel Stuart, a local restaurant owner, was taking his girlfriend out 
for a date one day when he was pulled over for driving with tinted 
windows and a video playing in his line of sight. The stop should 
have ended with a citation, but instead a drug dog was called in. The 
dog alerted, and a subsequent search found $17,550 in cash—which 
he needed to buy supplies for his restaurant—but no drugs. Fairfax 
policeman Kevin Palizzi decided to haul Stuart’s car in to a nearby 
station for a thorough search, which turned up only 0.01 grams of 
marijuana in the whole of the SUV. Fairfax police seized the cash 
anyway. Stuart hired a lawyer. Rejecting a settlement in which the 
government would have kept half of his earnings, he went to court. A 
jury unanimously sided against the Fairfax police, ordering that Stuart’s 
money be returned and his legal fees paid. Unfortunately, that victory 
came too late to save his business. Forced to close his restaurant, Mr. 
Stuart now works construction.

SOURCES
http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/investigative/2014/09/08/they-fought-the-law-
who-won/
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VIRGINIA

Victor Guzman
CONVICTED: 2011
What Was Taken: $28,500

Victor Guzman and his brother-in-law were pulled over on I-95 for 
speeding, but no tickets were issued that morning. Instead, police 
searched Guzman’s vehicle, discovering and seizing $28,500. 
Police later claimed that the pair’s stories about the money were 
“inconsistent” and that they “disclaimed ownership of the money,” 
which was all the justification needed to seize the funds. In fact, the 
money was not theirs—it was their church’s. Guzman was on a mission 
to purchase land for his parish, a fact confirmed by church officials. 
Nonetheless, the money was handed over to Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement via the Equitable Sharing program. Guzman’s church 
eventually got its money back, but only when a lawyer took on the case 
pro bono.

SOURCES
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/forfeiture-without-due-
process/2011/12/22/gIQAckn3WP_story.html
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/investigative/2014/09/08/they
heritage.org
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/forfeiture-without-due-process/2011/12/22/gIQAckn3WP_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/forfeiture-without-due-process/2011/12/22/gIQAckn3WP_story.html
heritage.org


WASHINGTON, D.C.

Nelly Moreira
CONVICTED: 2012
What Was Taken: A Car

Nelly Moreira allowed her son, Isaias, to take her car out for a drive. 
When Washington police pulled him over, they found an unregistered 
gun tucked in the waistline of his pants. Police arrested Isaias, and 
seized Nelly’s car, despite never alleging that Nelly violated any law. It 
took six months for Nelly Moreira to win back her vehicle.

SOURCES
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2013/jul/10/dcs-civil-asset-forfeiture-
violates-fifth-amendmen/print/

http://dailysignal.com/2013/11/30/grand-theft-auto-d-c-metro-edition/
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WISCONSIN

Jesus Zamora
CONVICTED: 2012
What Was Taken: $5,000

When Jesus Zamora was arrested on misdemanor charges, his bail 
was set at $5,000. His girlfriend borrowed the necessary money and 
showed up at the jail, cash in hand. Just like they did with the Greers 
(see below), Brown County police seized the cash, claiming it was 
“drug money” and refused to release Zamora. At last report, Zamora 
was still fighting for the money to be returned.

SOURCES
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/05/20/asset-forfeiture-wisconsin-bail-
confiscated_n_1522328.html

http://dailysignal.com/2013/12/04/capitalizing-mothers-pain-civil-forfeiture-
wisconsin/
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WISCONSIN

Joel Greer
CONVICTED: 2012
What Was Taken: $7,500

Joel Greer was arrested by the Brown County Drug Task Force and his 
bail was set at $7,500. His mother, Beverly, was told bring the bail in 
cash to the county jail. Wisconsin law actually allows for a variety of 
payment methods to post bail, but Mrs. Greer soon discovered the 
reason she had been told to bring cash alone. As soon as she arrived, 
her money was inspected by a drug dog, which promptly alerted to 
the bills. 90% of currency in circulation has trace narcotics on it, so 
this is hardly surprising. Brown County police said the funds were 
“drug money,” and seized the full amount, ignoring Mrs. Greer’s ATM 
receipts. It took four months and a lawyer for the Greers to get their 
money back.
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