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An air of uncertainty continues to loom as positive COVID cases 
increase across campus during IAP.

MIT requires booster shots, 
updates quarantine policies 
All eligible community members must submit proof 

of booster vaccine by January 14 to maintain access
By Kristina Chen

EDITOR IN CHIEF

In response to a local and glob-
al rise in COVID-19 cases and the 
spread of the Omicron variant, MIT 
is requiring all eligible community 
members to receive a COVID-19 
vaccine booster by Jan. 14 to access 
MIT buildings. MIT has also updat-
ed its isolation and quarantine prac-
tices, event policies, and Indepen-
dent Activities Period (IAP) plans.

Vice President for Human Re-
sources Ramona Allen, Chancel-
lor Melissa Nobles, Provost Martin 
Schmidt PhD ’88, Executive Vice 
President and Treasurer Glen Shor, 
MIT Medical Director Cecilia Stuo-
pis ’90, Vice Chancellor for Under-
graduate and Graduate Education 
Ian Waitz, and Vice President for Re-
search Maria Zuber wrote in a Dec. 
13 email to the MIT community that 
all eligible individuals ages 16 and 
older studying, working, or living 
at MIT or accessing MIT facilities 
would be required to upload proof 
of receiving the COVID-19 booster 
by Jan. 14. 

MIT Medical offered a series 
of booster vaccine clinics between 
Dec. 6 and Dec. 16 and will con-
tinue to offer clinics during January 
and at the beginning of the spring 
semester. Individuals who received 
their second dose of the Moderna 
or Pfizer vaccine or their single dose 
of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine at 
least six months ago are eligible for 
the booster. 

MIT estimates that 47% of com-
munity members received their 
boosters at the conclusion of the 
December clinics.

Community members who do 
not submit proof of their booster 
vaccine by Jan. 14 will not be able 
to access MIT buildings past that 
date until they satisfy the require-
ment. Those who are not yet eligible 
will have two weeks to receive their 
booster once eligible before being 
considered out of compliance with 
MIT’s requirement.

Community members who have 
previously received a religious or 
medical exemption from MIT’s vac-
cine requirement are also exempt 
from receiving the booster vaccine.

MIT has also made changes to its 
contact tracing, isolation, and quar-
antine practices.

The Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health released new guid-
ance for individuals isolating after 
testing positive for COVID-19, short-
ening the recommended isolation 
period for an individual showing no 
symptoms from 10 days to 5 days, 
followed by 5 days of wearing a mask 
when around others. If the individu-
al experiences a fever or has symp-
toms that are not mild nor improv-
ing, they must continue to isolate.

Following isolation, an individ-
ual who tested positive should not 
test for 90 days.

As of Dec. 23, if a community 
member tests positive, they will be 
notified by COVID Pass and email 
and directed to complete a form to 
inform MIT Medical’s contact trac-
ing team. Additionally, in the past, 
supervisors, advisors, instructors, 
and academic leaders have been 
notified about positive cases; MIT 
Medical will now reach out only to 
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Majority sign grad. union cards
GSU awaits voluntary recognition from the Institute

By Shelley Choi
NEWS EDITOR

The MIT Graduate Student 
Union (GSU) submitted a letter to 
President L. Rafael Reif, “announc-
ing that an overwhelming majority 
of MIT’s 5,000 graduate employ-
ees” “signed union authorization 
cards” on Dec. 13. 

Signing a union card indicates 
support “forming a union of gradu-
ate workers at MIT” and allows the 
union to act as the “exclusive rep-
resentative for purposes of negoti-
ating the terms and conditions” of 
the graduates’ roles. 

As of Jan. 4, the MIT GSU is still 
waiting on the MIT administration 
to “decide whether they will recog-
nize” the union. 

The letter requested President 
Reif to “voluntarily recognize” the 
union and a “commitment to es-
tablish and protect the working 

conditions necessary for world 
class science to flourish” by “ad-
dressing long-standing issues of 
workplace harassment, housing 
insecurity, and healthcare access.” 

The website writes that gradu-
ate student-workers want a “con-
tract that recognizes the value” 
they bring to MIT. Graduate em-
ployees work as “teaching and 
research assistants, generating 
revenue for MIT through intel-
lectual property, grants, teaching 
undergraduates, and collabora-
tions with private enterprise.” 
The union is fighting for fair work 
expectations, safe and equitable 
work environment, financial se-
curity, affordable housing, and 
equal opportunities for interna-
tional students.

If Reif and MIT voluntarily 
recognize the union, a “third 
party will verify majority sup-
port for unionization through a 

card count.” If not, then gradu-
ates have the “right to file” for an 
National Labor Relations Board 
election to “secure union repre-
sentation and a start to contract 
negotiations.”

If the union wins, the employer 
is forced to “recognize and bargain 
with the union.” However, the let-
ter invited the administration “to 
the bargaining table not as adver-
saries but as allies,” and implored 
it to “choose the path of collabora-
tion over the path of conflict.”

If approved, the MIT GSU will 
proceed with securing a “union 
contract” that “covers everything 
from wages to how disputes will be 
handled.” 

GSU will also become the larg-
est new private sector union in the 
U.S. It is currently affiliated with 
the national union United Electri-
cal, Radio, and Machine Workers 
of America.

IN SHORT
The Spring pre-registration dead-
line is 5 p.m. on Jan. 6.

Jan. 7 is the last day to petition 
for a January Advanced Standing 
Exam.

Jan. 13 at 5 p.m. is the final dead-
line for continuing students to 
pre-register for the spring and the 
deadline for continuing students to 

select preferences for spring CI-H/
CI-HW subjects.

All eligible MIT community mem-
bers must submit proof of receiv-
ing a COVID-19 booster to covid-
vaccine.mit.edu by Jan. 14.

Interested in  joining  The Tech? 
Email join@tech.mit.edu.

Send news and tips to news@tech.
mit.edu.

MIT Class of 2026’s early admissions rate at record low 4.7%
MIT offered early admission to 

697 students to the Class of 2026 
out of 14,781 applicants, for an 
acceptance rate of 4.7%. MIT Ad-
missions Assistant Director Chris 
Peterson SM ’13 announced the 
statistics in an MIT Admissions 
blog post on Dec. 18.

The acceptance rate is an-
other record low, following Class 
of 2025’s early acceptance rate 
of 4.8%. The number of applica-
tions is a “small decrease from 
last year’s record high” but still 
“well above” the “pre-pandemic 
baseline” of around 9,000 appli-

cations, Peterson wrote. 
9,489 applicants (64.2%) 

were deferred to be “reconsid-
ered without prejudice in Regu-
lar Action,” and 3,959 applicants 
(26.8%) were not offered admis-
sion. The remaining applicants ei-
ther withdrew from the process or 

switched to Regular Action. 
Peterson wrote that it’s an 

“honor and a privilege” to read 
the applications. The students 
offered admission are “united 
by a shared standard of rigorous 
academics, high character, and a 
strong match with MIT’s mission 

to use science, technology, and 
the useful arts to make the world 
a better place.”

Peer institutions Harvard Col-
lege and Yale College admitted 
7.9% and 10.9% of early appli-
cants, respectively.

— Shelley Choi

XKCD
Trade Expert.  
FUN, p. 6



WEATHER

Extended Forecast
Today: Sunny. High around 38°F (3°C). West wind 10 to 16 mph.
Tonight: Snow. Low around 30°F (-1°C) with 80% chance of pre-

cipitation. West wind around 6 mph.
Friday: Snow, mostly before 11a.m. High around 34°F (1°C). 

Northwest wind 9 to 16 mph. Mostly clear at night. Low 
around 19°F (-7°C). Gusts as high as 28 mph.

Saturday: Sunny. High around 29°F (-1.7°C). Northwest wind 5 
to 13 mph. Partly cloudy at night. Southwest wind 5 to 9 mph 
at night.

Sunday: Mostly cloudy with a chance of rain before 3 a.m. Low 
near 29°F (-1.7°C). Chance of rain as high as 60% during the 
day. Southwest wind 10 to 16 mph.
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Thursday, January 6th, 2022

By Shushu Fang 
and Phoebe Lin

HEAD METEOROLOGIST

After a sunny, lukewarm day 
on Thursday, we welcome the 
first snowstorm of 2022. A winter 
storm watch is placed for Rhode 
Island and parts of eastern Mas-
sachusetts later tonight, leading 
into early Friday. Commuting 
during the Friday AM is hazard-
ous due to reduced visibility and 
snow accumulation. Watch out 

for icy paths when you drop off 
your COVID tests!

This Nor’easter is set to bring 
large amounts of snow and ice 
across the country, spanning 
from the mid-South across West 
Virginia, the mid-Atlantic states, 
and New England through 
Thursday and Friday. While the 
temperature remains numbingly 
cold, the weather recovers from 
the snow storm during the 
weekend with two mostly sunny 
and cloudy days.

Celebrate the return of 
IAP with a snowstorm
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those individuals who need to take 
specific actions in response to a posi-
tive test. 

Close contacts of individuals 
who test positive must wear a mask 
around others for 10 days and test on 
the fifth day after exposure if they are 
fully vaccinated. Unvaccinated close 
contacts must quarantine for five 
days, test on the fifth day after expo-
sure, and wear a mask around oth-
ers   for the five days following their 
quarantine.

Students in campus housing or 
fraternities, sororities, and indepen-
dent living groups who test positive 
and do not require hospitalization 
will be asked to isolate in their rooms 
and may not cook for themselves. 
Grab-and-go meals will be avail-
able for isolating students in their 
residences.

If roommates each test positive, 
they will be asked to quarantine 
together. However, if one or more 
roommates tests negative, MIT may 
make temporary accommodations 
available to them, and they may re-
turn to their room if they test positive 
or once the positive-testing room-
mate’s isolation period ends.

Food and drink may no longer 
be provided or consumed at MIT-
sponsored events on or off campus, 
though events are still permitted. 
Visitors and event attendees are also 
encouraged to be fully vaccinated 
with the booster if eligible. Specta-
tors at on-campus indoor athletic 
events are now limited to COVID 
Pass users.

Undergraduate students taking 
for-credit academic classes impor-
tant for academic progression; par-
ticipating in research, internships, 
athletics, and professional develop-
ment activities; or those who oth-
erwise would not have appropriate 
living or learning environments are 
invited to return for IAP, which began 
Jan. 3 and ends Jan. 28.

Allen, Vice Chancellor and Dean 
for Student Life Suzy Nelson, Nobles, 

Schmidt, Shor, Stuopis, Waitz, and 
Zuber wrote in a Dec. 21 email that 
they expect residential density dur-
ing IAP to be reduced by 40–50%, 
similar to previous years, because 
not all students return to campus for 
IAP.

Undergraduates were asked to 
complete an IAP plans registry by 
Dec. 27 and to complete pre-arrival 
testing via a mail-in COVID-19 
testing kit. 

Students who test positive for 
COVID-19 prior to arriving on cam-
pus are not permitted to come on 
campus. They must notify MIT Medi-
cal of their positive test through CO-
VID Pass and isolate off campus until 
advised to return to campus.

Students who test negative must 
participate in a quiet period upon 
arriving at MIT to minimize disrup-
tions to IAP. During the quiet pe-
riod, students may participate in IAP 
classes and Institute activities and 
events and carry out essential needs 
such as getting food or cooking, pick-
ing up packages, and exercising. 
However, they should avoid student-
led events and gatherings and wear 
their masks whenever they are out-
side their rooms. The quiet period 
ends once students receive two neg-
ative on-campus test results — one 
upon arrival and one 3–4 days later. 

Twice-weekly testing and daily 
attestations for undergraduates will 
continue as usual during IAP.

Managers are strongly encour-
aged to have employees work re-
motely when feasible during IAP in 
order to “ease pressure on campus 
testing and tracing systems” as MIT 
prepares for the spring, according to 
the Dec. 21 email.

Research operations will con-
tinue as they have, though MIT en-
courages faculty and other principal 
investigators to review their research 
continuity plans due to the increased 
likelihood of researchers testing 
positive and being unable to come to 
work. Research leaders should also 
encourage flexible work locations 
during IAP.

Undergraduates may return 
for IAP but must participate 
in quiet period and testing
COVID, from Page 1

from new_skills import *

def learnMarketableJobSkills():
    return linux, OSX, javascript, applescript, perl, python, PHP

if self.interest == True: 
    print "E-mail join@tech.mit.edu"

----:----F1 joinTechno.py       (Python)--L1--Top-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

File   Edit   Options   Buffers    Tools   Im-Python   Python   Help
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So if you think you might 
be interested, or even if 
you just want to see what we 
do, join us for dinner in our 
office on the fourth floor of the 
Student Center (W20-483) on 
Sundays at 6 pm, or email us at 

join@tech.mit.edu

“
“

HELLO! 
WE MAKE THE TECH,  MIT’S

STUDENT NEWSPAPER!

If you like writing, graphic design, 
photography, business, technology,

(or pretty much anything else)

there’s a place 
for you here!
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OPEN LETTER

Fighting (against MIT) for math
By Gene McKenna

Like many in California, I am battling 
my local school board and the state Board 
of Education to maintain high quality stan-
dards in math, to keep calculus available to 
high school students, and to negate the idea 
that right answers and showing your work in 
math are examples of “white supremacy.”

But MIT, who should have a major stake 
in the California Math Wars, is only making 
my job harder. 

It’s clear MIT should have an interest in 
this. Where California math standards go, 
the nation may well follow. MIT will suffer 
if America stops educating kids in math to a 
high level. We all will.

What may be less clear is MIT’s role in 
this. 

MIT gave in to those who couldn’t toler-
ate Dorian Abbot because he held different 
views on how to achieve a greater diversity 
of teaching talent. One may agree with Ab-

bot, or not. But what’s deeply troubling is 
to discover that no dissent is allowed. If the 
debate is framed as   “equity” vs. “equality,” 
or how either of those might be advanced, 
there is no open debate. There is no market-
place of ideas.

What is true of a speaker at MIT is true of 
a speaker at a school board meeting. Should 
math curricula be designed around equity 
or equality? Is it okay to achieve equity by 
removing calculus? Should we instead focus 
on equality of opportunity in grades 1–8? Or 
should our community focus on home zon-
ing laws that determine who can live where 
and what school they can go to? These are 
important questions, deserving of debate. 
Debate could educate us all. But parents at 
a school board meeting see what happens 
when one argues against the prevailing 
orthodoxy.

For every Dorian Abbot that MIT shuts 
down, not only do MIT professors have 
more fear of speaking out, but so do the rest 
of us. When elite institutions allow a politi-
cal slogan, however appealing it may seem, 
to be a sign post that means “no debate al-
lowed,” the message spreads to the rest of 
us. When the sign-post is then hung above 
math education, MIT is cutting off the hand 
that feeds it.

America, California, and MIT all need to 
do better on issues of fairness, equity, and 
equality. But we can’t solve those problems 
if we can’t speak freely, without fear. I urge 
MIT to take a stand for free speech. A first 
step would be to officially adopt the Chi-
cago Principles. Until MIT does, I urge MIT 
alumni to join me in sending their annual 
alumni gifts to the University of Chicago 
instead.

Gene McKenna ’92

MIT will suffer 
if America stops 
educating kids in math 
to a high level.

For every Dorian 
Abbot that MIT shuts 
down, not only do MIT 
professors have more 
fear of speaking out, but 
so do the rest of us.

I urge MIT to take a 
stand for free speech. 
A first step would be 
to officially adopt the 
Chicago Principles.

By Opinion Writer
STAFF REPORTER

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 
elit. Nunc nulla dolor, sagittis ut ultricies blandit, vulpu-
tate quis velit. Aenean tortor lacus, tincidunt eget vehic-
ula quis, gravida et purus. Integer laoreet purus id velit 
vestibulum eu blandit felis lobortis.

Sed vel diam sapien, at sodales sapien. Donec sed 
libero est, at ornare neque. Integer ut nibh massa. Read 
this far looking for hidden messages? I commend you! 
Ut dapibus augue et lacus lobortis semper. Proin tempor 
quam eget ante porta vel pellentesque nulla bibendum. 
Donec elit quam, auctor eu viverra quis, consequat quis 
nisi. Vestibulum ante enim, bibendum vel condimen-
tum quis, vehicula eu magna. Pellentesque vitae leo sit 
amet est semper malesuada. Suspendisse eu dui in lor-
em venenatis pellentesque vel quis tortor.

Nulla id felis quis dui euismod accumsan quis non 
eros. Sed ut turpis at nulla condimentum scelerisque. 
Etiam neque leo, dapibus sollicitudin ultricies eu, vul-
putate ut ipsum. Praesent pretium placerat rhoncus. Ali-
quam erat volutpat. Etiam adipiscing porttitor sodales.

Nam eu mi augue, id tempor ligula. Ut ac tincidunt 
mi. Integer porttitor diam ut arcu convallis rutrum. 
Donec cursus, mauris non adipiscing pharetra, nibh 
arcu fermentum diam, lobortis lacinia diam nisi at justo. 
Morbi malesuada donlan escrow manifold tellus vitae 
nibh scelerisque ut imperdiet arcu blandit. Donec vi-
tae dictum neque. Donec vitae semper ligula. Nullam 
pharetra, mi non fringilla tempus, leo justo luctus elit, ut 
malesuada sapien enim ac risus. Fusce nulla mauris, ali-
quam ut facilisis eu, tristique non lorem. Be an editor for 
The Tech, and you too can add fake messages to lorem 
ipsum text. Maecenas risus dui, tempus vitae gravida in, 
tristique et dolor. Quisque lacinia tellus eget leo volut-

pat vulputate. Aenean dapibus tellus eu nunc blandit 
facilisis. Pellentesque nec nisl in leo dictum gravida et 
sit amet justo. Etiam sollicitudin nisl id urna ultrices a 
pulvinar tortor blandit.

Sed lacinia justo eget urna vulputate nec sollicitudin 
enim malesuada. Cras tempus, magna nec volutpat vo-
lutpat, elit velit malesuada dui, ac dignissim nisi nulla 
quis urna. Classes start tomorrow, and you’re still read-
ing this? Nam aliquam, eros nec consectetur iaculis, sem 
lacus auctor elit, vel posuere sapien turpis rutrum lorem. 
Duis augue nulla, pellentesque ut varius ut, rhoncus sit 
amet ligula. Curabitur sapien eros, lacinia vitae lobortis 
ut, blandit sed eros. Duis dui ipsum, convallis vel ali-
quam vitae, gravida sed erat. A lolcat should have gone 
here. Aliquam porttitor, erat et pellentesque porta, nisi 
nunc consectetur lorem, sed dictum mi orci ac turpis. 
Nullam rhoncus porta ante nec eleifend. Maybe another 
one here. Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci 
luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; Aenean pretium 
ultrices lorem, sit amet eleifend est congue et. Nulla con-
sequat, turpis at laoreet venenatis, justo ligula lobortis 
metus, et dapibus justo diam at enim. Donec adipiscing 
fermentum scelerisque. Duis vel vestibulum lacus. Ut 
nec tortor nisl, ut vehicula lacus. Mauris tortor tortor, (it 
repeats the same word? That’s lame) pretium eget mattis 
dictum, eleifend bibendum metus. Praesent enim nulla, 
gravida non auctor quis, molestie vel sapien. Praesent 
interdum auctor laoreet. Vestibulum fringilla imperdiet 
posuere. Aliquam vitae euismod odio. Vestibulum a eros 
dolor, at ultricies erat.

Duis posuere sem ipsum. Donec volutpat suscipit 
ultricies. Quisque tempor aliquet leo eget mattis. Sus-
pendisse scelerisque faucibus blandit. Maecenas pu-
rus elit, cursus id aliquam in, viverra non quam. Duis 
luctus ante sed massa pellentesque eu ultrices dolor 
porta. Nunc orci turpis, lobortis ac euismod ultricies, 

feugiat sed lacus. Suspendisse viverra commodo sem, 
id ullamcorper urna vestibulum sed. Join opinion. Join 
opinion. Join opinion. Fusce ornare consectetur risus, a 
consequat metus cursus sit amet. Suspendisse porttitor 
hendrerit nisl id fringilla. Maecenas commodo eros quis 
dolor lacinia pharetra.

Quisque vel blandit dui. Etiam mattis, felis non auc-
tor commodo, nibh libero fermentum orci, at laoreet au-
gue nibh non turpis. Class aptent taciti sociosqu ad litora 
torquent per conubia nostra, per inceptos himenaeos. 
Aenean vel libero sit amet sapien lobortis dignissim vel 
et est. Class aptent taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent per 
conubia nostra, per inceptos himenaeos. Nunc in conval-
lis ante. In dolor est, vulputate sed suscipit ut, venenatis 
quis metus. Suspendisse tincidunt mauris ut nunc sol-
licitudin sed mollis enim adipiscing. I really hope we get 
more opinion staff. Duis turpis est, mollis nec tempus sit 
amet, mollis vitae quam. Mauris auctor, magna placerat 
placerat egestas, tortor ante accumsan urna, vel placerat 
mauris sapien non purus. Quisque bibendum cursus 
scelerisque. Duis viverra interdum luctus. Nam suscipit, 
sapien at rhoncus auctor, dolor augue vulputate nisi, 
non eleifend eros velit non libero.

Phasellus pretium sem eget risus mattis eu feugiat 
purus laoreet. Suspendisse potenti. Sed vestibulum 
hendrerit dapibus. Cras rhoncus lobortis eros in porta. 
Vestibulum non elit justo. Sed vehicula tempus dolor at 
vestibulum. Etiam ornare dapibus elit, id dapibus metus 
feugiat nec. Fusce sodales eleifend suscipit. Aliquam 
rhoncus nisi eget neque ullamcorper viverra. Fusce ip-
sum mi, elementum nec luctus non, fringilla at dui. We 
could really use another lolcat right here too. In vitae tur-
pis eget ipsum ultrices varius. Nam scelerisque congue 
lorem vel tempus.

Nullam sem est, consequat iaculis tincidunt quis, 
congue vel sem. Duis nisi turpis, euismod eget suscipit 

Ud tem iure tie tate exerostrud esto exerote
Quat praeseq uiscill andrerostie magna consequissi.Um eui te feu facil u

[Your Article Goes Here]

Write for Tech Opinion

join@tech.mit.edu
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INTERVIEW

Seeking salvation through sketching: an artistic 
journey beginning in solitary confinement
Jake Pilsbury discovers his passion for drawing while surviving harsh prison conditions

By Alana Chandler
STAFF WRITER

Some quotes have been lightly edited for 
clarity and length. Content warning: violence, 
self-harm.

“My name is Jake Pilsbury. I am 29. Sorry, 
I had to think about that. I’ve spent basically 
half my life in prison — 12 years.” 

March 2021. Pilsbury sits across from me, 
albeit in Zoom world, for our interview. Be-
neath the sleeves of his brown uniform, his 
arms are decorated with intricate tattoos, 
many of which he gave himself. A picture-
perfect skull and clown duo peek out on his 
forearm. Pilsbury sits in what looks like a 
typical classroom with round tables and ag-
ing plastic chairs, except instead of sitting in 
a school, Pilsbury speaks from a correctional 
facility where he is finishing a substance 
rehabilitation program while taking col-
lege courses to obtain his entrepreneurship 
degree. 

Pilsbury is a self-taught artist who discov-
ered his talent while in solitary confinement. 
He spent over three years inside a supermax 
cell, which he described as a prison inside 
a maximum security prison itself. “The best 
way I can describe the supermax is they put 
you inside a hole and throw away the hole. 
It was during this dark time when I watched 
those around me slowly lose touch with real-
ity, which is not that uncommon in that en-
vironment. Imagine staying inside a concrete 
box for years at a time with literally nothing 
to occupy your mind but your own anxieties.”

Besides mealtimes when guards placed 
trays of food in his cell door’s slot, Pilsbury 
did not have contact with anyone. Through-
out his three years in supermax, he made 
a single phone call and went outside only 
once. Pilsbury said his time there was ex-
tremely lonely, dehumanizing, and painful.

“If you treat people like animals, what will 
eventually happen? They will start to act like 
animals. I do not understand why people 
treat each other like this and expect them to 
become rehabilitated. Sadly, that is not the 

worst of my trials in my life. I often wonder 
how I am not worse off than I am.”

His barren cell had no windows and only 
contained state-issued flip flops, a thin green 
mat to sleep on, an itchy wool blanket, and 
the boxers on his body. To pass the time, Pils-
bury slept as much as possible. Like many 
supermax inmates, at times Pilsbury resort-
ed to self-harm. “You spend so long desen-
sitized with no contact with anyone that you 
eventually welcome any feeling at all, like 
injury, to remind yourself you are still alive. 
The pain stings, but it reminds you of what a 
feeling feels like again. I was aware I needed 
to find something to occupy my own mind, 
or I would lose it.”

Pilsbury’s life changed when an officer 
surprised him by breaking the rules to give 
him paper and a rubber flex pen (designed 
so it cannot be used as a weapon). Pilsbury 
admits that when he began drawing, his 
sketches were very much amateur. He recalls 
that his first drawing was biomechanically 
inspired, weaving together bolts and blades 
with human bones and tendons. “I would 
draw and draw until I had calloused fingers. 
Finally, after what seemed like an eternity, I 
was released from supermax into the general 
prison population. Once I was released, I was 
able to show people my drawings, and sur-
prisingly, people loved my art; I truly thought 
I sucked.”

Through our email exchanges, Pilsbury 
showed me a gallery’s worth of his capti-
vating drawings, which can also be viewed 
on his online portfolio. Although he only 
had simple supplies like pencil and pen to 
draw with in prison, his powerful pieces 
are shaded deeply and jump off the page. 
Blades, eyes, and the Holy Cross are com-
mon themes in his artwork, most of which he 
drew without actually seeing any reference. 
He signed each piece with his initials and a 
four-leaf clover, as homage to his Irish heri-
tage. “From an outside perspective, most of 
my stuff looks evil, but really it’s just what-
ever strikes me at the moment. I learned to 
draw during a very dark time in my life. Hav-

ing a way to express those emotions helped 
ease my anxieties, and eventually drawing 
evolved into a passion.”

Shortly after leaving the supermax, Pils-
bury taught himself a different art form — 
tattooing. “The limited resources we have 
as prisoners mean that having ingenuity is a 
must for comfortable survival in an extreme-
ly uncomfortable environment.” For ink, Pils-
bury burnt hair grease like pomade and used 
the soot mixed with water and instant coffee. 
He engineered his own tattoo gun by using 
the rotary motor of a CD player paired with 
a needle made from either a guitar string or 
the spring from a pen straightened out. Ac-
cording to Pilsbury, these tattoos last just as 
long, if not longer, than tattoos done on the 
outside. 

Known as one of the best tattoo artists 
in the Department of Corrections where he 
resides, Pilsbury had a never-ending list of 
clients waiting for tattoos, for which he was 
often compensated with instant ramen and 
honey buns. Such is the currency of a place 
without cash. Tattooing also offered Pilsbury 
the opportunity to interact with inmates 
beyond the strong racial divides that exist 
within prisons. “You’re shunned if you don’t 
get with the program and just deal with your 
own people, but I’ve had the free pass to in-
teract with everybody because of my tattoo 
skills.” 

Pilsbury dreams of opening his own tat-
too shop and becoming a freelance graphic 
designer once he leaves prison. Unlike su-
permax, Jake said that his correctional fa-
cility focused more on rehabilitation than 
penalization. He took classes through the 
MIT Educational Justice Institute (TEJI) run 
by Professor Lee Perlman. As a part of TEJI, 
the Prison Education Initiative (PEI) offers 
hybrid classes, where prisoners and MIT 
students can take courses together at the cor-
rectional facility. Due to the pandemic, these 
classes currently take place over Zoom. “The 
Nonviolence as a Way of Life course was a 
turning point, completely changing my per-
spective. I was getting in trouble here and on 

my way to get shipped back to supermax. But 
once I started taking that course, there was a 
lot of self-reflection. It gave me a purpose in 
here and something to look forward to twice 
a week. At first, it was a little weird because I 
was like, ‘Having classes with MIT students, 
they’re going to be smarter than me! They’re 
going to judge me because I’m in prison.’ 
But by the end of the class, we all became 
friends.”

“Lee has been extremely helpful and sup-
portive in helping me achieve my goals as an 
artist.” Today, Pilsbury is teaching himself 
graphic design. He has designed logos for PEI 
courses which are featured on their website. 
He also started his own clothing brand, Free-
dom Wear, where clothing and accessories 
adorned with his designs are available for 
order for the general public. The goal of the 
Freedom Wear brand is to spread awareness 
about struggles such as recidivism, mental 
health, and addiction. Pilsbury will use the 
sales revenue to help pay for his future edu-
cation. Pilsbury also took courses at a com-
munity college to obtain a graphic design 
certification. After leaving prison, he plans to 
attend school in Boston to further his educa-
tion journey. “This time, I’ve got a lot of good 
things going for me. I’m not getting out to a 
bad situation. I have goals, a positive living 
environment, and a good support network.”

“Overall, there have been years of my life 
inside a cell locked down. All I needed to 
mentally escape my physical confinement 
was simply a pencil and paper. Most people 
do not look at a pencil and piece of paper the 
same way I do. I look back and often won-
der where my life would be if that officer 
never slipped me a pen and paper inside the 
supermax.”

If you would like to purchase Jake Pils-
bury’s apparel, visit https://shop.spreadshirt.
com/freedomwear. Check out Pilsbury’s art 
portfolio at https://jakepilsbury.myportfo-
lio.com/drawings and contact him through 
the site for graphic design, tattoos, or artwork 
commissions. Pilsbury has been released from 
the correctional facility.

MOVIE REVIEW

Magic lies within us
Encanto casts a spell with a moving storyline and breathtaking visuals

By Vyshnavi Vennelakanti
STAFF WRITER

In the enchanted village of Encanto lives 
the Madrigal family, who is blessed with 
special gifts. Abuela (María Cecilia Botero), 
the stern yet softhearted matriarch, strives 
to protect the family and the magic that in 
turn protects their village. Everyone in the 
Madrigal family receives a gift when they 
come of age, except for Mirabel (Stephanie 
Beatriz), the youngest granddaughter of 
Abuela. As she struggles to fit into a family 
where everyone else is “gifted,” she notices 
the magic safeguarding her family is start-
ing to fade. The rest of the story follows Mi-
rabel’s journey to preserve this magic and 
save Encanto with the help of her uncle 
Bruno (John Leguizamo).

Encanto tells the story of a young girl 
who is unexpectedly tasked with saving her 
village and her family. While emphasiz-
ing the importance of risk-taking and self-
discovery, Encanto furthers this theme by 
illustrating that a person’s worth depends 
on more than their innate gifts. Mirabel 
constantly tries to prove herself to her fam-

ily and win Abuela’s heart to compensate 
for her lack of a gift. She attempts and fails 
at even simple tasks that the rest of her 
family completes easily, such as decorat-
ing their house. However, when a disaster 
befalls the Madrigal family and Mirabel is 
suddenly faced with the task of restoring 
the magic, she understands that being true 
to herself matters more than being blessed 
with a gift.

Like most Disney films, Encanto is full 
of central messages. Luisa (Jessica Dar-
row) and Isabela (Diane Guerrero), the 
elder sisters of Mirabel, appear effortless 
and perfect in everything they do. Howev-
er, both are constantly under pressure and 
feel tormented by their desire to earn their 
family’s approval. As the film progresses, 
Abuela realizes the consequences of her 
high expectations for her family. 

Beatriz brings Mirabel’s character to 
life with her realistic portrayal, enamor-
ing the audience with the character of the 
goofy, playful Mirabel. Leguizamo essays 
with perfection the role of Abuela’s son, 
Bruno, whose gift of precognition results 
in several misunderstandings with the 

family disparaging him. All the actors 
made their characters pop off the screen.

While most of the songs complement 
the tone of the film, at times they also 
slow the pace of the movie. For example, 
though the song “Surface Pressure” bril-
liantly illustrates Luisa’s struggles, the 
song “Waiting on a Miracle” portraying 
Mirabel’s emotions seems redundant giv-
en that the audience already saw her very 
clearly expressing her thoughts before the 
song.

Much like its name, Encanto leaves no 
stone unturned in mesmerizing the audi-
ence. Howard and Bush maintain a vibrant 
tone throughout the movie by depicting 
picturesque landscapes, optimistic char-
acters, and high-spirited music. They also 
successfully capture many aspects of Co-
lombian culture, including dress, flora, 
and architecture. This film represents the 
peak of Disney’s visuals, exceeding those 
of Coco and the Frozen franchise. 

Overall, I would highly recommend 
Encanto, a film that captivates the audi-
ence not only with its beautiful visuals 
and moving songs but also with a compel-

ling story that shows that magic is created 
when a family stays together, not when 
someone is imbued with special gifts.

★★★★☆

Encanto
Directed by Byron 
Howard, Jared Bush

Screenplay by Lin-
Manuel Miranda, Jared 
Bush, Charise Castro 
Smith

Starring Stephanie 
Beatriz, María Cecilia 
Botero, John Leguizamo, 
Mauro Castillo

Rated PG, Now Playing
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[727] Trade Expert

I mean, it’s been almost twenty years. Now, it’s possible you’re simply embedding Windows directory paths in your URIs, 
but in that case you need more than just a short lecture.

by Randall Munroe

Year’s Beginning by Sally R. Stein
Solution, page 8

ACROSS
1 Stick around
5 “Hurry up!”
9 Unseen trail for a 

bloodhound
14 Give employment to
15 Go by bus or train
16 Cabbies’ vehicles
17 Notion
18 Burn-soothing plant
19 Taken __ (unpleasantly 

surprised)
20 Not far away
21 36-inch rulers
23 Gas that glows in signs
25 Campers’ shelters
26 Quit one’s job
29 __ and cons (sides of an 

issue)
31 In a group of
32 Be scared of
33 Days of __ (ancient times)
37 Urban air pollution
38 What “haste makes”
39 “Excuse me . . .” sound
40 Berets and caps
41 Pantry pests

42 Futuristic novel genre
43 In addition
44 One sharing emcee duties
45 Rapid eyelid movement
48 Blast from the __ (song 

oldie)
49 Children
52 Messy person
56 Declare legally invalid
57 Take a crack __ (make an 

attempt)
58 A second helping
59 Rental document
60 Revere or McCartney
61 __ so (nevertheless)
62 Made a blunder
63 Otherwise
64 Home for a robin

DOWN
1 Front of the lower leg
2 Ocean’s rise and fall
3 General region
4 Strong desires
5 Kid’s coloring stick
6 Italian fashion city
7 Aroma

8 Have to have
9 New Mexico and Nebraska
10 Home made of logs
11 Precise
12 Minor shaving mishaps
13 Sounds of disapproval
22 Shopping mall tenant
24 Something broken for an 

omelet
26 Poison ivy reaction
27 Actress Watson or 

Thompson
28 Chimney dust
29 Green pasta sauce
30 Long-tailed rodents
32 Ceiling-mounted room 

coolers
33 Guys who own pricey boats
34 Cleveland’s locale
35 Football arbiters, for short
36 Radiate, as light
38 Takes a stroll
42 Sailor’s distress signal
43 Shaped like a square’s 

corners
44 Royal palace
45 Embarrassing mistake

46 Of the moon
47 Occupied now, as a 

meeting room
48 Toyota hybrid model
49 New Haven university

50 Ticker-__ parade
51 “And others” abbreviation
53 Deep affection
54 Metallic rocks
55 Twisted out of shape

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Start of IAP
Solution, page 8

9 2 8 5
3 5 6

4 2
6 3 5 8
8 7 1 4

7 9 8 6
3 4

6 8 7
2 8 9 1

Classes
Solution, page 8

360× 60× 5

3 7+ 2

3÷ 4 1

60× 30× 24×

2 36×

8× 2−
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1–9. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

It’s Cold
Solution, page 8

448× 8+ 40× 27×

29+ 1− 63×

168× 168× 12+

8+ 126× 25+ 2−

4 2 5 3÷

18+ 9 90× 4

4− 140× 24× 2

3 29+ 56×

216× 28× 5

[958] Hotels

‘Rating: 1/5. Room filled to brim with semen, and when front desk clerk opened mouth to talk, bedbugs poured out.’

by Randall Munroe
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SPORTS BLITZ 

Thursday, December 30
•	 Women’s Basketball drops the ball against Bentley University 59-72.

Monday, January 3
•	 Women’s Basketball at Connecticut College was postponed.

Wednesday, January 5
•	 Men’s Basketball dribbled the game away 75-86 against Clark Uni-

versity in overtime.

Upcoming Sports Events
SATURDAY 8
Men’s Track and Field
Art Farnham Invitational
12:00 p.m.

Women’s Track and Field
Art Farnham Invitational
12:00 p.m.

Men’s Swimming and Diving
vs. United States Coast Guard 
Academy
12:00 p.m.

Women’s Swimming and 
Diving
vs. United States Coast Guard 
Academy
12:00 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
vs. Eastern Nazarene College
1:00 p.m.

Men’s Basketball
vs. Worcester Polytechnic Institute
2:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 12
Women’s Basketball
vs. Fisher College
7:00 p.m.

Men’s Basketball
vs. United States Coast Guard 
Academy
7:00 p.m.

Solution to Start of IAP
from page 6

9 1 6 2 4 7 8 3 5
3 5 2 6 9 8 7 1 4
8 7 4 1 5 3 9 2 6
4 6 1 9 3 2 5 7 8
5 8 3 7 6 1 2 4 9
7 2 9 5 8 4 1 6 3
6 3 7 8 1 5 4 9 2
1 9 5 4 2 6 3 8 7
2 4 8 3 7 9 6 5 1

Solution to Classes
from page 6

3 4 6 2 1 5
6 1 3 5 4 2
5 6 2 4 3 1
4 5 1 3 2 6
2 3 5 1 6 4
1 2 4 6 5 3

Solution to Year’s Begin
from page 6

Solution to It’s Cold
from page 7

1 7 8 6 2 5 4 9 3
8 5 6 4 9 3 2 7 1
7 4 5 3 8 2 1 6 9
6 3 4 2 7 1 9 5 8
4 1 2 9 5 8 7 3 6
2 8 9 7 3 6 5 1 4
9 6 7 5 1 4 3 8 2
5 2 3 1 6 9 8 4 7
3 9 1 8 4 7 6 2 5

Capture the
Moment

Join Photo
at The Tech

join@tech.mit.edu

We want to learn about 
your team! Email us!

sports@tech.mit.edu

WANT 
YOUR 
CLUB 

SPORT 
IN THE 
TECH?
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