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MIT Field Hockey forward Paige Forester ‘23 handles the ball
against a player from Endicott College in their 2-1 win Tuesday night.

By Kristina Chen
and Nicole Chan
NEWS EDITORS

Hayden Library reopens after
Jan. 2020 renovations completed

Newly renovated spaces include courtyard, cafe, central

staircase, pavilions, flexible study and community areas

By Kristina Chen

EDITOR IN CHIEF

Hayden Library and the Build-
ing 14 courtyard reopened to the
MIT community Aug. 23 after al-
most two years of renovations.

A celebration of the library’s re-
opening will take place Sept. 7-10.

Renovation of the Hayden
Library began in January 2020,
following a design phase that in-
cluded input from the MIT com-
munity and was guided by the Ad
Hoc Task Force on the Future of
Libraries.

The design of the library and
courtyard was created by Ken-
nedy & Violich Architecture. The
design concept, called “Research
Crossroads’; aimed to reflect “the
many intersections that define re-
search in today’s academic library
— connections between disci-
plines, community members, and
between digital and tangible col-

IN SHORT

The registration deadline is
Sept. 10.

The deadline for second-term
juniors to submit the HASS
Concentration Proposal
Form and for final-term se-
niors to submit the HASS
Concentration Completion
Form is Sept. 10.

The first day of first quarter
PE classes is Sept. 13.

Faculty, students, and staff
should report their vaccine
status at covidvaccine.mit.edu.

Interested in joining The Tech?
Email join@tech.mit.edu.

Send news and tips to news@
tech.mit.edu.

lections,” MIT Libraries Director
of Communications Brigham Fay
wrote in an email to The Tech.

The first floor of the newly reno-
vated library includes a courtyard,
a central staircase and pavilions, a
space for community events called
The Nexus, a Courtyard Cafe, and a
collaborative reading room.

The courtyard is a green space
with a wall of accordion doors that
open to the outdoors. The Nexus
has sound and projection capa-
bilities, a retractable wall, and
furniture that can be rearranged
to transition the space for commu-
nity events or studying.

The Courtyard Cafe will be
open Monday to Friday from
10 a.m.-6 p.m., and features an
open seating area overlooking the
courtyard.

The intermediate 1M floor
of the library includes several
group study rooms which can be
reserved online, as well as a loft

above the first floor reading room
and cafe seating area.

The second floor of the library
includes a quiet reading room, a
consultation suite for meetings
with library experts, a rest area
called The Oasis, and a large study
room.

The Oasis is a space meant for
contemplation, meditation, or a
break where community members
are encouraged to unplug and rest.

The library is the first construc-
tion project at MIT to focus on
“Red List Free” materials for its
interior finishes and fabrics and
to use 1.0 gallon per flush toilets,
which save 90,000 gallons of water
per year over conventional toilets.

The library was renovated with
additional energy considerations
in mind, such as high-perfor-
mance sealed insulated windows
to reduce thermal losses and up-
grades to air-handling units and
lighting to optimize energy use.

Approximately 550 first-year
students moved onto campus Aug.
28-30, “joining more than 1,024
students who had previously ar-
rived for FPOPs, international stu-
dent orientation programs, orien-
tation, and REX,” David Friedrich,
Senior Associate Dean of Housing
and Residential Services (HRS),

wrote in an email to The Tech.

This data does not include
student athletes or students who
transitioned from SHARP summer
housing to their Fall 2021 housing
assignments in early August. There
are “more than 3,400 total campus
residents that are expected to have
arrived after the Labor Day holi-

day,” Friedrich wrote.
First-year and

sophomore
students were able to move into
different resident halls by par-

63 first years and 137 second

years moved into new dorms
Number of FYRE applications lowest in five years

ticipating in the opt-in First Year
Residence Exchange (FYRE) and
Sophomore Year Residence Ex-
change (SYRE) programs, respec-
tively. Students who wished to
change their building assignments
for the 2021-2022 academic year
filled out online applications for
the exchange program, accord-
ing to the Division of Student Life
website. SYRE was offered twice,

FYRE and SYRE, Page 5
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Students fill Johnson Arena Sept. 3 to learn about many campus
organizations and student groups at the Activities Midway.

Updated Fall 2021 COVID-19 policies explained

MIT community members must remain in compliance with testing and attestations

By Kristina Chen
and Srinidhi Narayanan
NEWS EDITORS

Campus Access and Visitors

To access campus, all faculty, stu-
dents, and staff must be fully vacci-
nated against COVID-19 or have an
exemption. Vaccination status can
be reported at covidvaccine.mit.edu.

Community members on COVID
Pass must be compliant with vac-
cination, twice weekly testing, and
daily attestation requirements to ac-
cess campus buildings.

Students who are not in compli-
ance will still be able to access their
residence halls.

Visitors may be authorized to ac-
cess campus if they are escorted by a
COVID Pass holder, via Tim Tickets

(MIT’s new visitor pass system), or if
they are on COVID Pass.

Visitors and event attendees ac-
cessing campus and MIT-sponsored
events via the Tim Tickets System
must provide contact tracing infor-
mation and attest to being fully vac-
cinated or having a medical or reli-
gious reason for exemption. The Tim
Tickets functionality will be avail-
able mid-September.

All other visitors are strongly
encouraged to receive a COVID
vaccine. Visitors are not required
to have a negative test to come on
campus.

The general public is able to ac-
cess MIT’s outdoor spaces and se-
lect indoor spaces: the first floors
of the Stratton Student Center, Stata
Center, and Koch Institute.

Testing

All campus residents — and
students not residing on campus —
must take COVID tests twice a week,
and must adhere to either a Mon-
day-Thursday or Tuesday-Friday
testing schedule. Other individuals
accessing campus buildings must
test at least once per week, and are
encouraged to test on Wednesdays,
the lightest testing day.

Testing will be managed through
COVID Pass, and testing kits are cur-
rently available for pickup on week-
days at the Johnson Athletic Center,
the MIT Medical atrium, the Stata
Center, and Lobby 7.

Social distancing and face
coverings

When outdoors, unvaccinated
individuals not wearing a face cov-

ering should maintain three feet of
distance between themselves and
others.

Face coverings are required in
all MIT buildings for all individu-
als, irrespective of vaccination sta-
tus. Face coverings may be removed
when alone in a fully enclosed space
or when actively eating or drink-
ing indoors. Students living in MIT
Housing or FSILGs may remove face
coverings in their private rooms or
suite common rooms while the door
is closed. When speaking to a group,
the speaker (if vaccinated) may re-
move their mask while speaking, pro-
vided all other group members are
masked. In a given space, only one
person may be unmasked at a time.

COVID-19, Page 2
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WEATHER

(14°C).

the evening.

around 8-15 mph.

South winds around 10 mph.

Tonight: Heavy Rain and thunderstorms likely before 1
a.m. Patchy fog possible in the evening. Low around \
64°F (18°C). Winds in the west around 7 mph.

Friday: Mostly Sunny with a slight chance of showers
after 1 p.m. High near 74°F (23°C) and low near 57°F

Saturday: Sunny and mostly clear, with a high around
74°F (23°C) and a low around 63°F (17°C). Winds
around 9-10 mph in the west, turning southwest in

Sunday: Sunny, then partly cloudy. High around 81°F
(27°C) and low around 65°F (18°C). Southwest winds
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Unvaccinated individuals must quarantine after contact

COVID-19, from Page 1

The Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts requires face cover-
ings to be worn in designated
spaces on the MIT campus.

Face coverings are not re-
quired outdoors for vaccinated
individuals.

Eating

Eating indoors is permitted in
all campus buildings. Individuals
are strongly encouraged to limit
group size and eating time and
to maintain extra distance when
eating indoors. Capacity should
be reduced in spaces with ac-
tive dining to allow for physical
distancing.

MIT encourages dining out-
doors when possible.

When to quarantine

A fully vaccinated individual
experiencing symptoms consis-

tent with COVID-19 should iso-
late themselves and be clinically

Pass again and must immediately
be tested.

evaluated and tested for COVID.

Most fully vaccinated people
without COVID-like symptoms
do not need to quarantine, be re-
stricted from work, or be tested
if exposed to someone with CO-
VID-19, as their risk of infection
is low. However, they should still
monitor for symptoms of COVID
for two weeks following exposure.

Unvaccinated individuals who
are close contacts are required to
quarantine for 10 days and moni-
tor themselves for symptoms and
check their temperature daily for
14 days. These individuals do not
need to test unless symptoms
develop.

At the end of the 10-day quar-
antine period, if the individual
has remained asymptomatic,
they will be able to use COVID

Events

Internal events for MIT de-
partments, labs, centers, faculty,
and student organizations may
be held on campus. Events by
external groups may also be al-
lowed if sponsored by recognized
student groups or faculty and
staff with departmental approval.

Event attendees not in COVID
Pass must check in at the event
venue or be escorted by a CO-
VID Pass holder. Event organizers
must collect contact information
for all indoor event attendees and
retain the information for 14 days
after the event for contact tracing
purposes.

Attendees at events must be in
line with all other Institute eating,
face covering, and social distanc-
ing policies.

Travel

A COVID-19 vaccination is
required for all MIT-affiliated
travel, domestic and interna-
tional, with the exception of
local travel (travel within Con-
necticut, Maine, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island,
and Vermont). All MIT-related
travel must be registered in CO-
VID Travel; individuals are en-
couraged to register personal
travel. This requirement applies
to undergraduate and gradu-
ate students, staff, faculty, and
postdocs.

MIT employees who have
been granted a remote work ex-
emption from the vaccination
requirement are not eligible for
MIT-related travel.

Detailed information about
any of these policies can be
found at MIT Now.

ARTS at =

We get you the tickets.
You get us the review.

fablishen: 181 A 22
events ® movies ® theater ® concerts
music ® books e restaurants e interviews

Join@the-tech.mit.edu
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Back to the Lecture

Solution, page 8
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Revenge of the 25th

Solution, page 8
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains

exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of

each of the numbers 1-6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Solution, page 8

ACROSS

1 Grisham’s literary colleague

6 PR "performance”

10 “Butt out!” initialism

14 Choice word

15 Intern, for instance

16 Guitar device

17 Hammer handler

19 Jazz singer Laine

20 Stow, as a sword

21 Damon'’s pal

23 Neckwear on a Michener
stamp

24 Common MBA
prerequisite

25 Nova network

28 Hammer handler

35 Concluding bit of music

37 John, in Wales

38 Soft rock

39 Barnyard sound

40 Dickensian kid

41 Mogul

42 Approve of

43 Sign after the Twins

Hammer Handlers v, s

44 Sushi bar mushroom

45 Hammer handler

48 Neighbor of the Simpsons

49 Pendulum direction

50 Must pay

52 Keeps one's headhunter
busy

56 Croat's neighbor

60 56 Across' currency

61 Hammer handler

63 Leak symptom

64 Jazz singer James

65 Mystery writing award

66 "Ah!”

67 Invitation exhortation

68 Homes in branches

DOWN

1 "Jabberwocky” opener

2 "Ain't gonna happen”

3 Product that may be puffed
4 Based on 8

5 Super-sizzling

6 Lucid

7 Profit pool, so to speak

8 Internal flash

9 Foam-dart propeller

10 General at Antietam

11 Bob Woodward alma mater

12 Crude cartel

13 Reserve a room

18 Louisville's river

22 Calendar watch reading

25 Addr. line, at times

26 Inconvenient to carry

27 Super buy

29 What stars call MGM

30 Alpine water source

31 Disney'’s follow-up to
Dumbo

32 Apply lightly

33 Bring to mind

34 Overovereager

36 Optimism metaphor

41 The Williamses, e.g.

43 M*A*S*H transport

46 Reliable expert

47 Not in concert

51 Stay away from

52 Knight at the movies

53 Things we share

54 \Wheel-shaped cheese
55 Stays put

56 Sharp break

57 Beats on sheets
58 Cleverly done

59 Isn’

62 Safari transportation

t tactful, say

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

[927] Standards

HOW STANDARDS PROUIFERATE:
(<68 AC CHARGERS, CHARACTER ENCODINGS, INSTANT MESSAGING, ETC)
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Interstellar.live

Solution, page 8

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1-9. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Infinite by Alina Sarmiento
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To GET THROVGH [T.

uouayued
By} ul 1noge Buibbeb ysou} 1s0| JO0 sanem 1sed 186 01 BulAll Jo souslledXs paAl| S,0uU87 WO} SBUO0D Ajlenioe xopeled sousyz

PROCRASTINATE. (AP, REPEAT:



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2021

16% of sophomores participated in virtual
SYRE, 108 successfully switched residences

FYRE and SYRE, from Page 1

once virtually between June 18 and
23, and once in-person for sopho-
mores participating in S'more Wel-
come activities.

Of 1,184 members of the Class of
2025, 89 submitted FYRE applica-
tions for a 7.5% participation rate. The
participation rate was approximately
11% in Fall 2019, 12% in Fall 2018, 11%
in Fall 2017, and 13% in Fall 2016.

As aresult of FYRE, 63 first years
moved between residence halls.
New Vassar and New House were
the most popular choices for the
Class of 2025, followed by Mac-
Gregor House and Next House.
Simmons Hall saw the largest num-
ber of requests to move out at 19,

followed by East Campus, Baker
House, and New Vassar.

Of 1,076 members of the Class
of 2024, 175 participated in virtual
SYRE for a rate of 16%, and 108 suc-
cessfully switched residence halls.

For virtual SYRE, Next House
was the most popular choice, fol-
lowed by MacGregor House, New
Vassar, and Simmons Hall. New
Vassar received the most requests
to move out at 50, followed by
Maseeh Hall, Simmons Hall, and
Next House.

For in-person SYRE, 64 sopho-
mores submitted applications, and
29 successfully moved between
residence halls.

For in-person SYRE, Mac-
Gregor House was the most popu-

lar choice, followed by Next House,
New House, and Simmons Hall.
New Vassar once again received
the most requests to move out, fol-
lowed by Maseeh Hall, Next House,
and Simmons Hall.

The SYRE process was launched
by the team at HRS in collabora-
tion with DormCon and Room As-
signment Chairs in order to “help
sophomores explore MIT’s residen-
tial communities as many students
did not have the opportunity to live
on campus during the previous aca-
demic year” Senior Communica-
tions Manager Zachary Tsetsos wrote
in an email to The Tech on Sept. 7.

FYRE and SYRE data in this ar-
ticle were provided to The Tech by
Tsetsos.

THE TECH 5

2021 SYRE Requests to Move In and Out for Dorms

20 [ Requested to Move In
|| Requested to Move Out

Simmons ~ Random Next New Vassar New McCormick ~ Maseeh ~ MacGregor East Campus ~ Baker

ARUN WONGPROMMOON AND KEVIN PHO — THE TECH
No sophomores requested to move out from Random or move into
Baker during the fall iteration of SYRE.

20

Random

2021 FYRE Requests to Move In and Out for Dorms

[ | Requested to Move In
| Requested to Move Out

Next New Vassar New

McCormick  Maseeh  MacGregor East Campus Baker

through FYRE.

ARUN WONGPROMMOON AND KEVIN PHO — THE TECH
Simmons, East Campus, and Baker received the most move out requests from the first year class

The Mind and Hand Book is the
official guide to MIT’s expectations
of all undergraduate and graduate
students, including the policies on
academic integrity, alcohol, drugs,

hazing, and sexual misconduct.

2021 Virtual SYRE Requests to Move In and Out for Dorms

60 [¥ Requested to Move In
| ] Requested to Move Out

Simmons Random Next New Vassar New McCormick ~ Maseeh  MacGregor East Campus ~ Baker

ARUN WONGPROMMOON AND KEVIN PHO — THE TECH
New Vassar and Maseeh saw the largest number of requests to
switch out for virtual SYRE which took place Summer 2021.
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CURSED THOUGHTS

It comes In waves

Reflections on the start of senior year

By Ana Reyes Sanchez
EDITOR

It’s my last year at MIT, and all I can feel
It's my last year at MIT, and all I can feel is
something pooling in my stomach that I
can’t quite pin a name on. It’s something
like dread, something like love, something
like pain, ache, yearning.

When I was a freshman, I wrote that MIT
was suffocating. I'm drowning in it again.

It comes in waves.

Days ago, now, my sister came into my
room in California to bring me water. She
asked me how I was.

Bad, 1 thought.

I said, “A bit anxious.”

My sister asked me what was going on, if
I'wanted to talk about it.

I took a deep breath in, counted the sec-
onds that passed with air held in my mouth.

One. Two.

Three.

FourFiveSixSeven.

Let the air out, now.

My friend told me that the problem
with being on campus is that they are
again mourning what we could have had. I
thought of something I wrote for an appli-
cation a couple of months ago:

One day, you will be older and
you'll say goodbye to the home you've
worked so hard to build. You will leave
for the airport and feel an ache so large
that you worry it'll tear you apart. You
shouldn’t look back, but you'll do so
anyway.

And you will wish, more than any-
thing, that you had more time to soothe
the grief you know is coming.

Your wish will never be granted, Ana.

There is never enough time to spend
with the people you love.

I am your future, but in many ways
you make up mine. That probably didn’t
make sense.

Maybe, this is a better way to explain
it: Tam still trying to live up to your goals
and I am living out your decisions.

That makes you my future.

Please, be careful with that.

“Dear Seven-Year-Old Ana,” Blogger Ap-
plication Pt. 2 Electric Boogaloo

Whatever the feeling is thrashes in me,
waves cresting and breaking onto the walls
of my stomach.

I told my sister that I'm worried, but it'll
get better.

There’s a theory, in philosophy, that
people can have free will even if all their ac-
tions are predestined. Even if everything is
predictable, a compatibilist claims, we still
have to go through with making decisions.
We cannot expect for things to happen in-
dependent of our agency.

It always gets better, I assure myself.

That'’s not the whole truth, but it’s close.

My sister and I lay down on my unmade
bed.

The week before I left for Boston, as my
dad was leaving for work, I waved with my
arms above my head. I was waiting for my
mom to come join me on a walk and, all of
a sudden, I was struck with the taste of a
memory from years ago.

My junior year of high school, my dad
moved from Arizona to California. Every
weekend, he would take our family’s pearl
white Honda and drive the six hours to Ari-
zona and back. The first weekend he left for
work, my mom and I stood hugging at the
mouth of the door. My arms waving above
my head, I thought, don’t let either of them
see you cry.

It was a different house, a different ga-
rage, different people, and yet the imprint
remains.

I thought about a poem I wrote about in
high school,

Mom walks into my room and tells me

how much fixing my teeth is going to cost.
Two thousand, seven hundred and
seventy seven dollars.

That is how much I am taking from my

family.

She’s told me stories about how in pov-
erty she would brush her teeth,

remind her mom to buy toothpaste.
Keep minty breath and teeth as straight
as gravestones.

I have not cared for my teeth as she has.
I worry I am putting my convenience
over my family.

I allow myself to digest
my body

from the inside out.
Cavities

Itry to eat the feelings I still have trapped
in my throat.

I have taken a lot more from my family
than money, but I did not know that then.

I wrote last semester that I didn't leave
my room in California empty. There’s
something striking about bare walls and a
stripped mattress. That’s what was waiting
for me in Boston.

Am I coming or leaving home, this time?

Ruth tells me that I can always make a
home again. I, not we.

What will my life at MIT be like without
her?

My friend told me last week that they
were talking to some of the juniors, and
how they were freshmen when they first
left campus. They're expected to be student
leaders now.

There is no one left to care for them.

I'send Ruth a couple of lines from one of
my favourite poems:

Life is short, though I keep this from my
children.

Life is short, and I've shortened mine

in a thousand delicious, ill-advised ways,
a thousand deliciously ill-advised ways
I'll keep from my children. The world is at
least

fifty percent terrible,
conservative

estimate, though I keep this from my
children.

For every bird there is a stone thrown at
a bird.

For every loved child, a child broken,
bagged,

sunk in a lake. Life is short and the world
is atleast half terrible, and for every kind

and that’s a

stranger, there is one who would break
you,

though I keep this from my children. Iam
trying

to sell them the world. Any decent
realtor,

walking you through a real shithole,
chirps on

about good bones: This place could be
beautiful,

right? You could make this place
beautiful.

“Good Bones,” Maggie Smith

When the seniors I'd gotten to know in
the math department graduated, I wrote to
one of them:

I am terrified of being a senior. Not
just because of growing older and the
passage of time and the end of an eraI've
finally felt safe in, but because I know—I
know—that I've got big shoes to fill.

May, 2021

It is my turn to be the realtor.

I am afraid.

Everything swirls back and forth in my
brain.

When I touched down in Boston for
the first time in three months, I called my
friend to pick me up from the airport. They
took my carry-on for me as we headed out
together.

We went grocery shopping with one of
the younger members in my sorority.

I tried not to touch too many things in
Trader Joe'’s as we walked down the aisles.
I put a bag of clementines in my grocery
cart, but I haven’t gotten a chance to open
one yet. I thought, don’t let the kids see you
cry.

It's been difficult to eat on campus be-
cause I've gotten spoiled. I am not used to
eating alone, so I don't.

It comes in waves.

I cry in the ten minutes I have between
seeing people. Perhaps that is why it won't
come out now when I am alone.

I count the seconds that I hold air in my
mouth.

One. Two.

I have finally broken a nail biting habit
that I've had all my life.

I feel silly for being reminded of my sex-
ual assault when I see the Frat Rush chalk
on dorm row.

Threefour.

I hug friends that I haven’t seen in per-
son for years now.

I feel too embarrassed to hold some-
one’s hand.

Five.

I stroll down the infinite and feel the
rush of calling this place my home again.

I cry on a bench outside Stata because
MIT still feels too big after three years.

Six. Seven.

I show the sophomores in my sorority
how to turn on the stove. I teach them the
best way to eat eggs with tortillas.

I am reminded that Ruth cannot turn on
the kettle for me in the mornings, no matter
how much we both want it.

I hate this fucking place.

Let the air out.

I have truly found paradise.

When | was a freshman, | wrote that MIT was suffocating. I'm drowning in it again.
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WENBO'S WALKS

Bikes and bridges
In simpler times, everyone was either all good or all bad, influenced by an internal desire
to be purely one or the other

By Wenbo Wu

EDITOR

My best friend and his parents taught me
how to ride a bike this summer. And if there’s
one thing I realized while taking my daily
20-minute half-biked commute from my
summer residence to the Davis Square T sta-
tion for work, it has to be that the world isn’t
as pristine as it once was.

The road I used to believe was fairly
smooth and uneventful from the perspective
of a car or being on foot became almost un-
bearably full of potholes and muddy puddles
from the perspective of a perilous bike. And
this rudimentary line of thinking could go on,
extended as a statement toward global warm-
ing or the pandemic or war or myriad other
happenings. The perspective we take affects
our view on almost everything in society;
the calm tides to the pilot are rough seas to
a sailor.

But what I mean is, I used to think that
getting along with everyone else would be
so easy: there always seemed to be obvious
rights and wrongs or a clear distinction be-
tween victims and perpetrators. In simpler
times, everyone was either all good or all bad,
influenced by an internal desire to be purely
one or the other.

After all, if all the rules and morals are al-
ready predetermined by society, how difficult

would it be to just follow them? I thought,
naively of course, that if I tried my hardest
to stay safely on the appropriate side of that
“good-bad” line, life would be good and I
would be perceived as such. Life, however, is
not that simple. Rules conflict with each oth-
er, and even society’s morals may not be cor-
rect on an individual or circumstantial basis.

When we are raised in a controlled K-12
environment, these metaphorical potholes
of life seem obvious and avoidable. But while
we might be able to swerve to avoid a bump
in the road, it’s much more difficult to control
the effects of that action, especially with oth-
ers on the road too. Even worse is when we
don’t see the obstacle speeding toward us at
all.

But what I've had to learn the hard way
these past few years in college is that in the
context of a large world, even the most well-
intentioned actions could lead to undesirable
consequences. To be trite, hindsight is 20/20.

Indeed, to be perceived as an ideal indi-
vidual, one must always don their most pol-
ished facade, even if it hurts to do so. Perhaps
one’s inability to maintain this facade as a
result of a “bad day” could be perceived by
others as a dispositional tendency to be ma-
levolent or rude, and we all make mistakes
and misjudgements from time to time. While
there are undoubtedly actions which I con-
sider inexcusable, I think we would all ben-

efit from giving each other the benefit of the
doubt.

While I can try my best to be “perfect,” it’s
fundamentally impossible to achieve.

But this is still oversimplified. For exam-
ple, there’s often a power imbalance in con-
flicts, whether this is explicitly codified or not.
Most importantly, whether we like it or not,
sometimes we need to prioritize ourselves
and our own happiness, but an individual or
group runs so counter to that value that the
only option would be to burn some bridges.
While this solution is far from optimal and
easier said than done, in many situations,
there is no other option. It is this aspect that
has been the most difficult for me to accept. I
might only have the opportunity to build new
and better bridges if I remove the dysfunc-
tional ones that are weighing me down.

I'll be the first to say that I'm not the most
confrontational. I'll accept that part of that
is due to my temperament. But in addition
to that, growing up, I was often taught to just
take the blows, to accept that things were
happening to me and to understand that the
best solution would be the path of least resis-
tance. I must simultaneously stomach a bad
day and continue to function as though noth-
ing had happened in the eyes of society. I
must always be kind and always say no in the
most roundabout of ways, all to avoid direct
conflict.
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While this ingrained mindset certainly
worked to keep me agreeable (and more
importantly, quiet) when I was younger, I've
discovered only through numerous situa-
tions in the past few months that as a result of
my outlook, I've lost much of the courage to
stand up for myself. This often builds up un-
til the situation becomes much worse, if only
internally, than if I had just taken the risk to
confront. I will need to make an active effort
to regain that ability.

Unfortunately, however, I have in some
ways allowed this to go on for too long, and
some of that responsibility has inadvertently
fallen onto the shoulders of my friends, which
is something that I will try to minimize in the
future (and would ideally never happen at
all).

In many ways, learning how to ride a
bike is similar to conflict resolution. In both
cases, I strive for a sense of balance and
sometimes, I fall down. But the important
thing is surrounding myself with people
who support me and help me get back on
my feet, who make me realize that while I
am still learning things that may have come
significantly earlier or easier to many, I am
still valued.

As for me? I hope that I'll learn how to
build some new, sturdier bridges. Taking that
statement purely out of context, that’s what I
came to MIT for, isn’t it?
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I finally got over my fear of death and rode a bike into the city.
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Piano Drop event Wednesday.

Baker House representatives on the roof prepare the piano to be dropped for their famous

- 3 |
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Upcoming Sports Events

Women'’s Volleyball
vs. Keene State College
Friday, September 10

Women’s Soccer
vs. Lesley University
Friday, September 10

Sailing
Toni Deutsch Trophy
Saturday, September 11

Sailing
Harry Anderson Trophy
Saturday, September 11

Sailing
Tufts Invitational
Saturday, September 11

Sailing
Harvard Invitational
Saturday, September 11

Women’s Volleyball
vs. Endicott College
Saturday, September 11

Men’s Football
vs Salve Regina University
Saturday, September 11

Women’s Field Hockey
vs. Husson University
Saturday, September 11

Men’s Soccer
vs. Suffolk University
Saturday, September 11

Women’s Volleyball
vs. Bowdoin College
Saturday, September 11

Women’s Soccer
vs. Trinity College
Sunday, September 12

Women’s Soccer
vs. Roger Williams University
Tuesday, September 14

Women’s Volleyball
vs. Emerson College
Tuesday, September 14

Women'’s Field Hockey
vs. Tufts University
Tuesday, September 14

Men’s Soccer
vs. Roger Williams University
Wednesday, September 15

SPORTS BLITZ

Wednesday, Sept. 1

e Women’s Field Hockey de-
feated Gordon College 8-0.

e Men’s Soccer emerged victo-
rious over Lesley University
7-0.

o Women’s Soccer won against
Brandeis University 7-0.

Friday, Sept. 3

e Women'’s Volleyball shut out
Gordon College 3-0.

Saturday, Sept. 4

o Men’s Water Polo lost to Ford-
ham University 5-16 before de-
feating Mercyhurst University
19-8.

o Women’s Volleyball won two
games over. Bard College and
New England College, both 3-0.

e Men’s Football triumphed
over Curry College 41-7.

from new_skills import 4 |

def learnMarketableJobSkills():

return linux, 0SX, javascript, applescript, perl, python, PHP

if self.interest == True:

print "E-mail join@tech.mit.edu"

Women’s Field Hockey was
defeated by University of New
England 0-1.

e Women’s Soccer shut out
Bridgewater State University
2-0.

e Men’s Soccer beat Emmanuel

College 3-0.

Sunday, Sept. 5

e Men’s Water Polo overcame
Austin College 16-11 before
falling to Wagner College
9-16.

Tuesday, Sept. 7

¢ Women's Field Hockey
clutched it against Endicott
College 2-1.

¢ Women’s Volleyball swept
Suffolk University 3-0.

e Men’s Soccer faced defeat
against Tufts University 0-1.

o Women’s Soccer won against
Johnson & Wales University
1-0.

hosted Sunday.

MIT Spinning Arts member Riley George '23 performs staff spinning at the Rush Fire Show
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Hayden
Library

Now open
14S-100

Come see the newly
renovated Hayden.
Stop by Sept. 7-10,
9am-5pm, for special
giveaways!

See him in your wallet
every week!

Join the Business Department of
The Tech and earn $12/hr!

Email join@tech.mit.edu
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Meet your
fellow tech staff.

(aka, your new 3 a.m.
pset support group)

Jjoin@tech.mit.edu
W20-483, 617-253-1541
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