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Reif apologizes to
Epstein victims in

letter to community
MIT received about $800,000
[from Epstein or his foundations

By Amy Shim

President L. Rafael Reif apolo-
gized to the nearly two dozen
women accusing the late financier
Jeffrey Epstein of sex trafficking in
an email to the MIT community
Aug. 23. Over a 20 year span, MIT
received about $800,000 from Ep-
stein or foundations controlled by
Epstein, Reif wrote.

Additionally, Provost Martin
Schmidt PhD ’88 will convene a
working group to examine institu-
tional procedures regarding fund-
ing sources.

The Techreported Aug. 15 that
Epstein Interests, one of Epstein’s
foundations, donated $50,000 to
MIT in 2012.

“With hindsight, we recognize
with shame and distress that we al-
lowed MIT to contribute to the el-
evation of his reputation, which in
turn served to distract from his hor-
rifying acts. No apology can undo
that,” Reif wrote.

All funds went to either the MIT
Media Lab or Seth Lloyd, professor
of mechanical engineering.

Reif promised to commit equiv-
alent funds to a charity that benefits
Epstein’s victims and other victims
of sexual abuse. Joi Ito, director of
the MIT Media Lab, and Lloyd also
apologized to Epstein’s victims and
promised to direct money to survi-

vors of sexual abuse and trafficking
in public statements.

Lloyd first met Epstein at a din-
ner for scientists and their sup-
porters in 2004. Lloyd wrote that
he was “deeply disturbed” when he
learned of Epstein’s arrest and sub-
sequent conviction.

Lloyd then visited Epstein dur-
ing Epstein’s prison term. “Mr. Ep-
stein expressed remorse for his ac-
tions and assured me that he would
not re-offend,” Lloyd wrote. “I con-
tinued to acknowledge Mr. Epstein’s
support in my scientific papers, and
after his release, I resumed attend-
ing the discussions that Mr. Epstein
convened with other scientists.”

Lloyd accepted a grant from
Epstein in 2012, and another in
2017. He described his acceptances
as “professional as well as moral
failings.

In a statement to The Tech,
Schmidt wrote, “We understand
these gifts were accepted utilizing
MIT’s normal, internal processes of
acceptance and processing of gifts,
so we need to look at those process-
es and consider whether there are
lessons to be learned.”

Schmidt has not yet decided
who will comprise the working
group or how long the review will
take.

Epstein, Page 2

Rising tensions between west campus dorms and East Campus precipitated this year's Water War.
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By Rujul Gandhi

ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

David H. Koch '62 died Aug. 23 at
the age of 79. Koch, an industrialist,
philanthropist, and political activist,
donated $100 million for the Koch
Institute for Integrative Cancer Re-
search and $20 million for the David
H. Koch Childcare Center.

Koch was also extremely po-
litically influential. Koch donated to
conservative and libertarian orga-
nizations like the Freedom Partners
Fund, Americans for Prosperity Ac-
tion, and Senate Leadership Fund.

Koch graduated from MIT with
bachelor’s and master’s degrees
in chemical engineering, and then
joined his family’s business, Koch
Industries (KI). According to the KI
website, they are involved in etha-
nol production, glass, electronic
components, flooring, ranching,
and construction materials, among
others. From 1983 to his retirement

SHASS introduces interdisciplinary
Computing & Society concentration

Students can choose from 34 classes spanning nine departments

By Whitney Zhang

NEWS EDITOR

Undergraduate advisors were
informed Aug. 23 of the new inter-
disciplinary Computing and Society
concentration. In order to fulfill the
concentration, students must take
four of 34 possible classes, which
span nine departments.

“The goal of the concentration is
to help students gain a greater un-

derstanding of how changes in com-
putational power have refashioned
fundamental questions about com-
munity, identity, democracy, and
knowledge itself” Karen Gardner,
academic administrator of Science,
Technology, and Society (STS),
wrote to advisors.

In a phone interview with The
Tech, concentration advisor and STS
professor William Deringer explained
that the concentration focuses on

breadth, allowing students to survey
various methodologies in different
departments that tackle questions
central to computing and society.
Additionally, Deringer said, the
concentration’s flexibility allows stu-
dents who are unsure of their concen-
tration to easily change. For example,
a student who selects a CMS class to
begin their Computing and Society

Concentration, Page 2

Students now required to order books from Coop online

Last semester, the MIT Coop
moved to a smaller location at
80 Broadway in Kendall Square.
As a result, it will no longer car-
ry a large physical inventory of
books.

According to an email sent
by Mary Murphy of the Office of

the Vice Chancellor to academic
administrators Aug. 21, students
will “order online and have the
books delivered or pick the
books up in the Kendall store.”
The change will take effect begin-
ning this September.

Online orders for textbooks

can be placed at https://book-
store.mbsdirect.net/mitcoop.
htm. The Coop will continue to
carry apparel, accessories, gifts,
and some books at its physical lo-
cation, according to a letter from
the Coop in Murphy’s email.
—Rujul Gandhi

in 2018, Koch was the co-owner and
executive vice president of KI.

Koch was also a life member
emeritus of the MIT Corporation.

Throughout his career, Koch do-
nated to various causes, including
medical research (notably cancer
research), science and arts organiza-
tions, educational institutions, and
political organizations, including
climate change denial efforts.

The Koch Institute for Integra-
tive Cancer Research was estab-
lished following Koch’s gift in Oct.
2007. According to an obituary by
the Koch Institute, Koch was moti-
vated by his own experience with
prostate cancer, which started in
1992, to become a supporter of the
cause. The Koch Institute wrote that
Koch'’s gift enabled the creation of a
location where “scientists and engi-
neers work together under one roof
in pursuit of powerful, new ways to
diagnose, treat, and ultimately pre-
vent cancer.”

David H. Koch 62 dies at age 79

Koch gave $100 million for MIT cancer research institute

In October 2013, MIT dedicated
the David H. Koch Childcare Cen-
ter on Vassar Street. Koch was the
lead donor. According to a 2013 MIT
News release, the childcare center
added 126 spaces to MIT’s Technol-
ogy Childcare Centers. The release
said that Koch learned in 2011 that
“MIT needed more child care in
order to meet the needs of faculty
members, postdocs, and graduate
students — and in order for MIT to
be able to attract and retain talent
generally”

According to an obituary pub-
lished by MIT News, MIT has
professorships in the fields of
biology, biological engineering,
chemical engineering, and mate-
rials science and engineering that
are endowed by Koch and bear
his name. Koch also endowed the
position of lead coach for the MIT
men’s basketball team and had a
relationship with the team since
his undergraduate years.

KEVIN LY—THE TECH
Daniel Gonzalez ‘20, Pooja Reddy ‘20, and Tanner Bonner ‘22
give their perspective on the new academic policies implement-
ed for the Class of 2023 at Kresge Auditorium Tuesday afternoon.

IN SHORT

Undergraduate registration for
PE classes starts 8 a.m. Friday,
Aug. 30.

Formal Recruitment for fraterni-
ties and sororities begins Saturday,

Aug. 31.

Labor Day, an Institute holiday, is
Monday, Sept. 2.

Reg. Day is Tuesday, Sept. 3.

The first day of classes is Wednes-
day, Sept. 4.

Interested in joining The Tech?
Stop by our booth at the Acitivies
Midway this Friday 2-5 p.m, join
us for our Open House in our office
(W20-483) this Sunday 5-7 p.m; or
email join@tech.mit.edu.

Send news and tips to news@
tech.mit.edu.
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Why David Koch may not be the
“model philanthropist” we think
he was. OPINION, p. 4
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A Media Lab grad student’s open letter.
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like fall

By Sarah Weidman

STAFF METEOROLOGIST
The grimy heat of the sum-

week to make room for a beau-

the northeast, and another front
will bring more cool weather
later this weekend. The rain we
had yesterday and last night is
a hallmark of this type of front.
However, the rest of the weekend
looks to be bright and sunny, so
enjoy it while you can!
Elsewhere in the country,
hurricane season is in full blast.
Tropical Depression Erin is cur-
rently moving up the northeast
coast. Tropical depressions are
low pressure weather systems

mer dissipated slightly this past

tiful orientation week! This past
weekend was delightfully cool
after a cold front moved through

Cold fronts make it feel

that are slightly less powerful
than tropical storms, but still can
have strong winds and precipita-
tion. T.D. Erin is far enough out
to sea that most of its effects in
Massachusetts were felt with the
rain last night, but it is expected
to hit landfall near Maine and
Canada. Farther south, Hurri-
cane Dorian is strengthening in
the Caribbean. It strengthened
into a hurricane near the U.S.
Virgin Islands yesterday, and
seems to be heading for Florida’s
Atlantic coast. Puerto Rico was
in a state of emergency earlier in
the storm’s evolution, but it looks
like Dorian will pass by the is-
land this time. However, Florida
is preparing itself for another
strong hurricane making land-
fall, just as it does almost every
hurricane season.

Extended Forecast

around 5-10 mph.

around 5-10 mph.

(16°C).

Today: Mostly sunny. High around 80°F (27°C). Northwest winds

Tonight: Mostly clear. Low around 64°F (18°C). West winds

Tomorrow: Sunny. High around 81°F (27°C) and low around 64°F
(18°C). Southwest winds around 7--12 mph.

Saturday: Sunny. High around 75°F (24°C) and low around 60°F

Sunday: Partly cloudy. High around 72°F (22°C).
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Concentration advisor recommends STS.005]J, 21A.504] as intro classes

Concentration, from Page 1

concentration can then easily switch
to concentrating in CMS.

Although students can select
any four classes from the available
options, Deringer recommended
STS.005] (Data and Society) and
21A.504] (Cultures of Computing) as
introductory classes.

The concentration grew out of the
Computational Cultures Initiative,
which began spring 2018 and “seeks
to incubate vital exchanges between
cutting-edge technologists and dis-
tinguished historians, philosophers,
anthropologists, political scientists,
and others who study the human
impacts of technological change,’
Deringer said.

There had already been a “long-
term interest among faculty on com-
puting and society” before the intro-
duction of the Schwarzman College
of Computing (SCoC), Deringer said.

School of Humanities, Arts,
and Social Sciences (SHASS) Dean
Melissa Nobles and head faculty
in STS, anthropology, and history
had many conversations on bring-
ing together “a lot of the expertise
that existed across SHASS around
questions about computing, the
historical and social drivers of new
computing innovations, and the
consequences of those innovations
for social, political, and cultural
life,” Deringer said.

Jennifer Light, STS department
head, and Graham Jones, anthro-

Prof. Seth Lloyd apologizes
for receiving Epstein funds

Epstein, from Page 1

The MIT community has had
mixed responses to the repercus-
sions of Epstein’s ties to MIT.

In a comment on Lloyd’s apol-
ogy statement on Medium, Eman-
uel Goldman PhD ’'72 wrote, “I
don’t think Lloyd has anything to
apologize for. ... That the donor may
have been a sexual predator does
not taint the money. The donation
doesn’t rehabilitate Epstein from
his crimes.”

“Epstein may have been a sexual
predator, but that doesn’t alter that
he may have had some good in him
as well, reflected by his support of
research,” Goldman continued.

In contrast, Ethan Zuckerman,
director of the Center for Civic Me-
dia, and J. Nathan Matias PhD ’17,
a visiting scholar in the Center for
Civic Media, have decided to leave
the Media Lab due to its ties with
Epstein.

Lloyd declined The Tech’s re-
quest for comment.

pology professor, spearheaded the
effort to develop the concentration
as a way to “bring together a great
variety of courses around SHASS,”
Deringer said. Light and Jones rec-
ognized that already “each of the de-
partments in SHASS had faculty that
were deeply concerned about these
questions of the interrelationship
between computing and society.”

Additionally, there were many
existing centers and programs on
computing and society in other in-
stitutes, such as the Berkman Klein
Center for Internet and Society at
Harvard, the Data and Society Re-
search Institute, and the Oxford In-
ternet Institute, Deringer said.

Light and Jones selected class-
es by examining relevant existing

courses. They also discussed both
existing and planned future classes
with representatives from other
SHASS departments, Deringer
said.

Although the majority of classes
had existed prior to the develop-
ment of this concentration, there
are some new courses, including
STS.083 (Computers and Social
Change) and STS.005] (Data and
Society), Deringer said.

More classes are expected to be
developed over time, especially as
the SCoC grows and there are more
joint and bridge faculty between
the SCoC and SHASS, Deringer
said. SHASS is also considering
developing an introductory class
for the concentration, which may

be required for all concentrating
students.

Although the SCoC will help the
concentration grow, it will remain
in SHASS, Deringer said.

SHASS does not have estimates
for how many students will select
the concentration. Deringer does
not expect classes to become over-
subscribed as a result of the new
concentration.

Deringer said he has not yet re-
ceived much feedback on the new
concentration, but there has been
“alot of excitement” among SHASS
departments and he is “very ex-
cited” to hear from students. The
concentration was represented
at the Academic Expo and will be
represented at Tour de SHASS.
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Got a lot on your mind?

Share some thoughts with us!
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DID YOUR MIT ESSAYS
GET YOU IN?

The Tech is collecting successful
application essays (hint: yours!).
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Wanna make
columns?

Not an
architect?

Join
Campus Life
at The Tech!
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Who deserves to be a philanthropist?

The conversation surrounding David Koch's death should help us

rethink charity

By Mark Goldman

STAFF WRITER

After multibillionaire and MIT Cor-
poration lifetime member David H. Koch
'62 passed away last week, media outlets
exploded with reports on this passing of
the 11th richest person in the world, who
according to Forbes had a net worth of
$50.5 billion in March 2019. Many of these
accounts emphasized the numerous con-
tributions Koch made to different causes
which, according to the Koch Family Foun-
dations website, amount to $1.2 billion dol-
lars. MIT News quoted Robert Millard, chair
of the MIT Corporation, who stated, “David
Koch was a model philanthropist who fund-
ed initiatives across a swath of cultural, sci-
entific, and medical institutions.”

I am troubled by how
we choose to bestow
titles like “model
philanthropist” and
the impact this labeling
has on the way our
generation and future
generations choose to
help others.

I am troubled by how we choose to be-
stow titles like “model philanthropist” and
the impact this labeling has on the way our
generation and future generations choose
to help others. While Koch’s donations
were large in absolute terms, they made
up a small proportion of his total wealth.
If we assume the Forbes and Koch Family
Foundation numbers are correct, then at
his passing, Koch had donated about 2.3
percent of his total wealth. This is slightly

lower than 2.6 percent, which is the average
amount of income households in the US
give. While this comparison is not perfect
(since unrealized capital gains are included
in wealth but not in income), it suggests that
Koch was around average in his generosity
relative to other American households.

Many better examples exist. Mark Zuck-
erberg and Priscilla Chan have committed
to giving away 99 percent of their Facebook
shares. Bill and Melinda Gates have com-
mitted practically their entire net worth of
$90 billion to humanitarian causes. In fact,
there are over 200 billionaires who have
committed to giving a majority of their
wealth away, often to causes that lift up so-
ciety’s most vulnerable populations. Why
should mediocre be our model?

Philanthropy, literally “love of human-
ity,” should also be based on the intention
behind and the impact of a donation. Do-
nating to causes that would benefit people
more different than oneself, like donations
from North America going to research on
neglected tropical diseases, which the Gates
Foundation supported, might indicate a
wider sense of empathy (and therefore a
love of all humanity) than if one primarily
donated to their alma mater and to political
ideologies they agreed with.

In addition, a model philanthropist
would want to ensure all of their actions
support a better world. For example, the
benefit of funding a cancer research insti-
tute, like Koch did at MIT, might be offset
by sitting on the board of the Cato Insti-
tute, which Koch also did, as it advocated
for weakening regulations of airborne par-
ticulate matter, which the World Health
Organization estimates causes 29 percent
of lung cancer deaths worldwide. Despite
his intentions of helping understand and
cure cancet, his other actions may have in-
advertently created more of it. A more effec-
tive donor would be willing to change their

job, investments, and lifestyle to better align
with the initiatives that they support.

At MIT, we should
encourage people to
give money to benefit
society, but also hold
these potential donors
to high standards.

At MIT, we should encourage people
to give money to benefit society, but also
hold these potential donors to high stan-
dards. When we decide to publicize a
donor, we should stipulate exceptional
generosity. For example, MIT could make
a policy that to get a named building, one
must show they consistently donate to
beneficial programs at least 12 percent of
their annual income, which is the average
donation amount from American house-
holds that earn less than $25,000/year.
We should expect even more from these
donors, given they have a larger fraction
of disposable income than those living be-
low the poverty line.

To ensure upstanding moral charac-
teristics of donors, MIT needs a work-
ing review process for would-be donors,
which can be done in two parts. First,
MIT should reduce conflicts of interest,
increase transparency, and eliminate
overlap between review stages when eval-
uating high-risk foreign engagements,
as highlighted by an editorial in the Fac-
ulty Newsletter. MIT could then expand
or adapt this effective review process
for donations or grants above a certain
threshold. By setting high expectations for
donors, MIT can tell the world that with
great monetary power comes an even
greater obligation to help others.

CORRECTIONS

The Daily Confusion in last week’s issue incorrectly stated
the time of the Academic Expo. It started at 3 p.m., not 1 p.m.
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GUEST COLUMN

Why Joi Ito needs to resign
We need to set a standard that ensures a safe future for women where money will never be
seen as more valuable than their lives

By Arwa Mboya

The first and only time that I had a meet-
ing with Joi Ito, director of the MIT Media
Lab where I am a student, was early this year
in the spring of 2019. Ito is a very busy man
and it’s difficult to get time with him. Meet-
ings are only fifteen minutes long.

The content of our meeting doesn’t mat-
ter; it's how the meeting transpired that
stuck with me. Two men and I, a woman, sat
inIto’s conference room across from him at a
round table. Ito barely looked me in the eye,
his eyes firmly on his phone or laptop as he
typed away. My colleagues and I exchanged
glances with each other, unsure if he was
paying attention. As much as it seemed he
wasn’t, he responded to our questions and
our thoughts. He’s an extremely competent
multi-tasker. That said, what stared me in
the face was the clock on a screen that faced
us. It was a countdown timer that told us
both how much of his time we had left and
served as a reminder of how importantly he
viewed his time.

We have a bad history of
forgiving talented men
who wield power.

Now, at a time of immense urgency,
when students and faculty alike are calling
for answers, Ito seems to be casually ignor-
ing the timer. His response to a student ad-
vocacy group demanding answers was to
meet sometime in the fall to see how to best
move forward. A part of me wonders if this is
a time-wasting strategy — the keen knowl-
edge that if he wastes enough time, this too
shall pass. I'm here to say that we will not let
it pass. I am calling for the immediate resig-
nation of MIT Media Lab Director Joi Ito be-
cause of his deep connections with Epstein,
his lack of leadership explaining his involve-
ment, and the lack of transparency about the
extent of his interactions with Epstein. Not
only is this issue personal to me, but it is per-
sonal to women everywhere.

This is not an MIT issue, and this is not
a Joi Ito issue. This is an international issue
where a global network of powerful indi-
viduals have used their influence to secure
their privilege at the expense of women’s
bodies and lives. The MIT Media Lab was
nicknamed “The Future Factory” on CBS'’s
60 Minutes. We are supposed to reflect the
future, not just of technology but of society.
When I call for Ito’s resignation, I'm fighting
for the future of women.

Let me take a step back.

Who is to blame for the fact that Epstein
got away with pedophilia and sexual slavery

of underaged girls? He is entirely to blame
for his actions. But the people who sur-
rounded him are also to blame for allowing
his actions to continue for so long.

Recently, students of the Media Lab re-
ceived a watery apology from Ito where he
apologized for engaging with Epstein and
taking money from him on behalf of the
Media Lab. The apology came as a shock to
most people who were unaware of Epstein’s
association with the lab. In fact, in 2015, the
Media Lab offered a public statement say-
ing that claims that the Media Lab had taken
donations from Epstein were “completely
incorrect.” The apology is thus a disturbing
confession and one that smells like a man
who is sorry for getting caught; not one with
remorse for wittingly choosing to include
a sexual predator in the Media Lab (and in
his own personal ventures) because of good
money and an even better network. The re-
lationship between Epstein and the Media
Lab dates back to Marvin Minsky, a founder
of the Media Lab accused of obtaining sexu-
al services from an underage girl.

I am a master’s student in the Center for
Civic Media, led by Ethan Zuckerman. Our
group’s tagline is “Creating Technology for
Social Change” Zuckerman recently re-
leased a statement on his stance regarding
the Ito/Epstein case. To put it succinctly, Ito
asked Zuckerman if he would like to meet
with Epstein in 2014. Zuckerman declined
and urged Ito not to meet with him either
because of his heinous actions. Ito consis-
tently did so nonetheless over the years, un-
beknownst to Zuckerman, and for that and
other complications with the Media Lab,
Zuckerman has stated that he and his re-
search group will not be a part of the Media
Lab after this year. I stand by my advisor’s
bold decision to leave the Media Lab.

That said, it is a shame that the Media
Lab will lose a group which has been dedi-
cated to championing social justice now
that Zuckerman has made his decision. At
the end of the day, he is a white man with
the privilege to leave the lab with his career
intact. That’s not the case for me and other
students taking a stand like this. If the Media
Lab cares and wants to be the progressive
lab of the future, it has to start with people
before technology. The Media Lab needs to
lose Joi Ito.

I'm writing about Ito, not because I think
he ever participated in the heinous acts Ep-
stein was accused of, but because his willful
ignorance of Epstein’s record contributed
to the harm of the victims. A well-written
New Yorkerarticle by Amy Davidson Sorkin
details how much of Epstein’s power lay
in his powerful network of men, many of
whom were in academia. Another article, by

Philip Weiss in 2007, says that when asked
about his child prostitution charges, Epstein
responded, “Have you managed to talk to
many of my friends? ... Do you understand
what an extraordinary group of people they
are, what they have accomplished in their
fields?”

Epstein is now dead. What retribution
do the victims get for his crimes that went
unpunished for decades? Almost none, cer-
tainly, given that the list of powerful names
associated with Epstein will likely ensure
that this case disappears.

In the case of Ito and the MIT Media Lab,
there exist several layers of hypocrisy. Ito
has made a name for himself as an ethicist
in his field. Further, the Media Lab is respon-
sible for the Disobedience Award, which this
year, honored the women who started the
#MeToo and #MeTooSTEM movements. In
an email to the Media Lab, a student wrote
that she was forced to send a Disobedience
Award goblet to Epstein against her wishes.

Ito isn’t a terrible person—he is not Ep-
stein. Yet, we have a bad history of forgiving
talented men who wield power. In response
to Ito’s email, I asked questions about his
ignorance of the nine cases facing Epstein
since 2008 and demanded answers about
the Disobedience Award. As of now, I've re-
ceived no response. If there is no account-
ability for the people who bolster men like
Epstein, sexual violence against powerless
people will continue. Several people, stu-
dents and faculty alike, have reached out,
asking me to remain calm and acknowledge
that he apologized. In one email, a student
wrote, “Still, this is at least minimally posi-
tive behavior, and I wanted some part of
our collective email record to acknowledge
that” The student was concerned that my
emails demanding answers would result in
the ousting of Ito and said that it was unfair
not to acknowledge his apology.

Taking money from
Epstein onceis a
mistake. Taking it over
many years is not.

Why should we be okay with “minimally
positive behavior”? Why are we so ready to
forgive and accept an apology that does not
take true responsibility for the role played
in the harm of these young women? Why is
there no accountability for men with power?
Why should I be concerned about Ito keep-
ing his job when he was not concerned
about the people that Epstein was hurting?
This is how powerful men continue to exert
their power on us, by making us pity them
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when they are not even truly sorry for what
they did.

As a self-proclaimed ethicist, Ito should
step down in his role as director of the Media
Lab. I am not concerned with his job when
dozens of girls have been raped and taken
advantage of. They will exist with a lifelong
trauma because of Epstein, his comrades,
and a society that chooses to ignore and for-
give the men who empower him.

MIT’s president, L. Rafael Reif, recently
released an apology for the Institution's ties
to Epstein. I'm happy that the Institution
acknowledges its role in the scandal. How-
ever, I find it ironic that the Institution took
money that hurt these women, and their
response is to throw money back. Money
to non-profits is useful, but what will truly
make change is a change of leadership and a
strict precedent set for this to never happen
again. Taking money from Epstein once is a
mistake. Taking it over many years is not.

The truth is, 'm only a student. I come
from Kenya. I'm a young black woman
(running the risk of being called “angry” or
“crazy” for speaking up). On the ladder of
power, I am on a very low rung. That said, I
am educated, I am smart, and I have a voice.
As the Media Lab decides how to handle
Ito’s involvement, I at least have the power
to advocate for the girls and women who
couldn’t speak out when they were raped
and abused. I have the power to say no to
a director who chose not only to ignore the
accusations but to lie about his involvement
aswell. I can say thatI am part of the #MeTo-
oSTEM movement and will not be silent.

We, as a community of researchers at
MIT, progressives, and inventors need to
ask ourselves the question that Civic Media
has been asking this year: “Who gets to in-
vent the future?” We must set an example of
leadership that is truly ethical, inclusive, eq-
uitable, and focused on creating a standard
that puts human rights at the center. Always.

Proclaiming oneself to be an ethicist is
meaningless without backing it up with mor-
al actions. Ito’s actions cannot be excused
simply because he is talented or because he
claims to be sorry for bad judgement. The
only way to make change is to enforce it and
by that I mean, Joi Ito needs to go.

I don'’t expect MIT to fire Ito. I under-
stand that he is a talented man with a pow-
erful network and important initiatives. 'm
calling for my director to step down, take full
responsibility, and be an example for future
leadership.

Step down, Joi Ito, and do what is right by
the victims whose pain you actively contrib-
uted to and invest in the future of women.

Arwa Mboya is a graduate student in the
MIT Media Lab.
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VIDEO GAME REVIEW

Beware of the Shape

The Blackout Club is an interesting addition to the horror genre

COURTESY OF QUESTION

The Blackout Club features a variety of items to help you complete missions.

By Nathan Liang
EDITOR

To instill a sense of foreboding eeriness,
The Blackout Club begins with a tutorial
mission that quickly introduces you to the
game’s mechanics and lore. You initially play
as Bells, a teenage girl seeking evidence to ex-
plain the mysterious blackouts afflicting her
small town home of Redacre which cause the

adults to sleepwalk at night and children to
disappear. Located within the National Radio
Quiet Zone (NRQZ), the town is essentially
isolated from the world so the children of the
town must band together to solve this mys-
tery once Bells also disappears. This group
dubs itself the Blackout Club.

The Blackout Club adds a co-op spin to
the realm of horror gaming, much like Gun
Media’s Friday the 13th: The Game. After the

prologue mission, the gameplay relies heav-
ily on players banding together to carry out
missions issued by the Blackout Club. Play-
ers are matched together online and have
the option to communicate through a chat
room or via microphone. The use of a micro-
phone also enables additional gameplay fea-
tures, known as the Enhanced Horror System
in-game.

The missions involved vary wildly and al-
low players to explore the different sections
of the map, from sneaking into people’s
houses to creeping through the under-
ground tunnels winding deep below. The
missions lead players on adventures to dis-
cover more about the mysterious force dic-
tating the adults’ cult-like antics, save fellow
children who were previously kidnapped, or
sabotage the technology of the sleepwalking
adults.

The more you play the game, the more
lore you are exposed to. When players level
up, they discover new areas and pick up jour-
nal entries from lost kids as they progress
through the game. This mechanic often pro-
vides an incentive to keep playing the game
so that you can discover more about the story
of the game.

As with any stealth-based game, one
downside of The Blackout Club is how much
more difficult the game gets once you've
been discovered. There is a helpful mechanic
in place that lets players know if nearby en-
emies are aware of their presence or if they’re

2. Join the Business Department of The [}
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The Blackout Club
Developed by Question

Published by Question

Available on PS4, Xbox
One, and Windows

visible to the Lucid mobs — the only enemies
in-game that can see — but a small trigger
such as getting chased or grappled is a really
easy way to turn a mission on its head. To
make matters worse, these triggers can expo-
nentially compound the “sins” players collect
by breaking the rules, which can lead to the
Shape coming forth and knocking them out
of the game. Once the Shape sets its sights
on taking you out, it’s hard to outrun it and
you can’t defend yourself against it. In cases
like this, the enemies in The Blackout Club
can seem really overpowered. Luckily, other
players can bring you back once the Shape
has knocked you out of the game.

Overall, The Blackout Club is a fun game.
The nature of the missions and co-op can
seem repetitive, but getting into the lore of
the game can really help to keep players
engaged.
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains

exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of

each of the numbers 1-6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Solution, page 3

ACROSS

1Young Spanish woman:
Abbr.

5 Mouse-catching device with
a spring

9 Amount of medicine to take

13 Split apart, as paper

14 Curly-leafed cabbage

15 “"How clumsy of me!”

16 Pies with spicy sausage
topping

19 Rubinstein of cosmetics

20 Scornful smile

21 No longer damp

22 Loss of memory

26 Compete in a bee

27 Tangle of hair

32 Right away, in a memo

36 “The __ Duckling” (fairy
tale)

37 Spooky

38 With 40 Across, seafood
dish with garlic

40 See 38 Across

41 Social composure

42 Dollar or dime

45 Sandwich breads

46 Common type of family
car

47 Story seen during sleep

49 Being bet

51 Glide down snowy slopes

54 Topping for spaghetti

57 Newsroom executive

59 Hard-shell seafood dish
with tomato 54 Across

63 A Great Lake

64 Roarer in the jungle

65 Strong longing

66 The Loch __ monster

67 Dalmatian marking

68 Flat-topped hill

DOWN

1 Control the car

2 Answer an invitation

3 Mailing-box sealer

4 Boxing match venues

5 Boxing result, for short

6 Sprinted or jogged

7 __ Baba (forty thieves
adversary)

8 Competitor of Coke

9Take a nap

Trattoria Treats vy saly R. stein

10 Flow very slowly

11 Practice for a boxing match

12 Letter before tee

16 Professor's degree, often:

Abbr.

17 Intensify, as effort

18 “Right away!"”

23 Darkroom image: Abbr.

24 Letter after kay

25 Crafty

28 In the neighborhood

29 Ground-based military
force

30 Ready to harvest

31 Garlands at luaus

32 Egyptian snakes

33 Sneaker or sandal

34 Dry as a desert

35 Leaning Tower city

39 Dennis the __ (comics
page kid)

40 Salt dispenser

42 Long-term bank
investments: Abbr.

43 Mural or sculpture

44 Large briny body

48 T-shirt size

50 Narrates, as a story
51 Male deers

52 Seoul, South __

53 Nest-egg plan: Abbr.
54 Fully confident (of)
55 Without a warranty

56 Puts to work

58 Concerning, atop a memo
59 Guys

60 Small taste, as of soup

61 Cow’'s comment

62 Hill-building insect
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Open House

Solution, page 3
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1-9. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

C

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

[419] Forks and Spoons
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L
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Labor Day

Solution, page 3

288x i i 252x i i i 7- 5
"""" :40x :252x - ; :26+ ; I =

s« | 1 240x ; """ :60x T
"""" 1 """"""':zsx """"""':2+ :

Bx 1126x : loox | 24+ : 127x ;
"""" 2 :""""""' 15+ """%""" 25+ ;

84x T D e :2+ """ :12x
"""" :28+ : 17 I 2 R N
9 | % """ 12x | 1 [16x :

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1-9. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

[1523] Microdrones
G0 HOW Do WVEREGULATE | BUT ZWJORRY THAT OVERNIGHT IF YOU WANNA SLOW IT DOUN, oL LIKE THAT,
ALL THESE MICRO DRoNES? | WELL REALIZE WE'RE SURRDUNDED | \JHY NOT JU<T REMOVE ALL You WRIET®

~ BYHESE THINGS, NOONE WILL | REGULATIONS, BUT THEN CONGR
T MEAN, AMAZON DELVERY [y ) LJHOS CONTROLLING THEM, | MAKE: DRONE. THEFT LEGAL? G
BUTTERFLY NETS.
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.fr'ﬂg"__.‘. -
A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE, 4
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE ) .
by Randall Munroe
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Come visit our office in W20-483!
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