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Middle schoolers at dynaMIT, a program that teaches STEM top-
ics to students from underserved communities, made bubbles us-
ing dry ice during their exploration of chemistry.
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MIT received thousands in

donations from Epstein in 2012

Media Lab Dir. Joi Ito apologizes for receiving Epstein
funds, says will raise equal amount for non-profits

By Whitney Zhang

NEWS EDITOR

Jeffrey Epstein, the late finan-
cier accused of sex trafficking,
was a donor to many universities
and other research foundations.
Epstein’s foundation Epstein In-
terests donated $50,000 to MIT in
2012, four years after he pled guilty
to state charges of soliciting a mi-
nor for prostitution, according to
BuzzFeed News.

Epstein also provided funding
for the Media Lab. Director Joi Ito
released an apology Aug. 15 for so-

Two academics to leave Media
Lab over its Epstein relationship

Ethan Zuckerman says it's hard to do his work ‘with a
straight face in a place that violated its own values so clearly’

By Jessica Shi
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Ethan Zuckerman, director of
the Center for Civic Media, and
J. Nathan Matias PhD ’17, a visit-
ing scholar, are planning to leave
the Media Lab by the end of this
academic year over recent revela-
tions that the lab and its director
received funding from Jeffrey Ep-
stein, the late financier accused of
sex trafficking.

“[T]he work my group does fo-
cuses on social justice and on the
inclusion of marginalized individu-
als and points of view,” Zuckerman
wrote in a Medium post Tuesday.

“It’s hard to do that work with a
straight face in a place that violated
its own values so clearly in working
with Epstein and in disguising that
relationship,” Zuckerman continued.

Epstein donated $50,000 to MIT
in 2012, as The Tech previously re-
ported. He also gave money directly

to the Media Lab; Director Joi Ito re-
leased an apology Aug. 15 for receiv-
ing funding from Epstein for the lab
— as well as for Ito’s own technol-
ogy startup investment funds.
Matias, who is also in the Center
for Civic Media, wrote in a separate
Medium post Wednesday that his
work includes “research on protect-
ing women and other vulnerable
people online from abuse and ha-
rassment,” and so he “cannot with
integrity do that from a place with
the kind of relationship that the Me-
dia Lab has had with Epstein.”
Zuckerman and Matias both
highlighted accusations against Me-
dia Lab co-founder Marvin Minsky
in their posts. One of Epstein’s al-
leged victims, Virginia Giuffre, tes-
tified that she was told to have sex
with Minsky as a teenager, accord-
ing to recently released court docu-
ments. Minsky died in 2016.
Zuckerman noted in his post that
he did not have any involvement

with Epstein, and he declined to
meet with Epstein when Ito asked in
2014. Matias also wrote that he was
not previously aware of Ito’s rela-
tionship with Epstein.

“My first priority is taking care
of my students and staff, who
shouldn’t have to suffer because
[Ito] made a bad decision and I de-
cided I couldn’t live with it,” Zuck-
erman wrote. Zuckerman does not
currently have another university to
go to or a job offer.

Matias wrote that he has a “good
home” to relocate his MIT research
to, as he is a new faculty member at
Cornell University.

Matias added that he “unequiv-
ocally support[s]” Zuckerman'’s
decision and will support him
and his students and staff in their
transition.

Zuckerman and Ito declined The
Tech’s requests for further comment.
Matias did not respond as of press
time.

A banner in Lobby 7 \Wednesday wishes President Rafael Reif a happy 69th birthday.
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liciting funds from Epstein for the
Media Lab.

Ito wrote, “In all of my interactions
with Epstein, I was never involved
in, never heard him talk about, and
never saw any evidence of the hor-
rific acts that he was accused of. That
said, I take full responsibility for my
error in judgment. I am deeply sorry
to the survivors, to the Media Lab,
and to the MIT community for bring-
ing such a person into our network””

Ito first met Epstein in 2013 “at a
conference through a trusted busi-
ness friend.” For fundraising efforts,
he invited Epstein to the Media Lab

and visited several of Epstein’s resi-
dences, Ito wrote.

Epstein also invested in several
of Ito’s technology startup invest-
ment funds with Ito’s permission.

Epstein’s investments in Ito’s
funds will be returned, Ito wrote. Ad-
ditionally, Ito will “raise an amount
equivalent to the donations the Me-
dia Lab received from Epstein” for
non-profits that support survivors of
trafficking.

The New York Times reported
that Jeffrey Epstein claimed on his

Funding, Page 2

College of Computing

Task Force working
groups release reports

Curricula and Degrees group suggests
ideas including summer program for first
years with limited comp. background

By Whitney Zhang

NEWS EDITOR

Provost Martin Schmidt PhD
'88 wrote to the MIT community
Aug. 15 that the Schwarzman Col-
lege of Computing (SCoC) Task
Force working group final re-
ports are available. The working
groups developed new ideas for
the structuring, staffing, support-
ing, and curricular programming
of the SCoC. These included vari-
ous options for topic-based clus-
ters of faculty and student groups,
data management, and degree
programs.

There were five working groups
in the task force: Curricula and
Degrees, Organizational Structure,

IN SHORT

Social Implications and Respon-
sibilities of Computing, Faculty
Appointments, and Computing
Infrastructure.

The Curricula and Degrees
working group examined vari-
ous options for new curriculum
development, including provid-
ing “Programming, Computation,
and Data” (PACD) instructors for
computationally intensive non-
CS subjects, a summer program
for first-year students with little
computational background, and
incubator grants for introductory
subjects.

PACD instructors, analogous to
Writing, Rhetoric, and Professional

SCoC, Page 2

Welcome to MIT! First-year and graduate student orientations begin

Aug, 25.

Residence Exploration lasts until Aug. 31. See The Daily Confusion in-

side for a schedule of events.

Fall term registration opens Aug. 26 for all students.

The English Evaluation Test for international students is 9 am.-12

p.m. Aug. 27.

Interested in joining The Tech? Email join@tech.mit.edu.

Send news and tips to news@tech.mit.edu.
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the warmth!

By Sarah Weidman

STAFF METEOROLOGIST

Welcome back to campus,
everybody, and welcome to
campus for the first time to the
Class of 2023! Cambridge is wel-
coming you back from the end
of summer and the beginning
of a new school year with some
classic summer heat and thun-
derstorms! We've had a hot and
thunderstorm-y summer, with
highlights including the hottest
Boston July on record. 12 days
in July were above 90°F this year,

Welcome back and enjoy

while Boston historically has an
annual average of 11 days above
90°F. But if you hate the heat,
never fear! Just wait a month,
and it will be cool and brisk, and
then wait another month, and it
will be frigid! The cold winds of
winter will be here before you
know it.

Anyway, despite a slight
chance of thunderstorms today,
it looks like the weekend will be
sunny and in the 70’s, hopefully
resulting in a great weekend for
FPOPs and a great start to orien-
tation on Sunday!

Extended Forecast

(16°C).

Today: Partly sunny, then slight chance of thunderstorms. High
around 90°F (32°C). West winds at 8-12 mph.

Tonight: Slight chance of showers. Low around 67°F (19°C).
Northwest winds at 5-10 mph.

Tomorrow: Mostly sunny. High around 77°F (25°C) and low
around 62°F (17°C). Northwest winds around 7-12 mph.

Saturday: Sunny. High around 74°F (23°C) and low around 61°F

Sunday: Mostly sunny. High around 70°F (21°C).
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Suggestions emphasize cross-discipline research

SCoC, from Page 1

Communications instructors who
support communications-intensive
subjects, would be flexible in lectur-
ers’ subject assignments and spur
dissemination of good practices.
However, the program would be ex-
pensive, it would be difficult to find
well-qualified staff, and instructors
would not have subject-specific ex-
pertise, the group wrote.

The group wrote that a summer
program would help students who
are interested in computation but
may not have the skills to succeed
in an introductory CS class. How-
ever, it may interfere with students’
extracurriculars and negatively im-
pact low income students who may
have to work over the summer.

The group also examined new
ideas for degrees. For undergradu-
ate students, they considered a cer-
tificate in computation, forming ad-
ditional joint Course 6 majors, and
adding a computational GIR. For
graduate students, they considered a
micromaster’s, graduate certificates,
a professional master’s degree in

computation, and interdepartmen-
tal and interdisciplinary degrees.

The group expressed that joint
Course 6 majors are popular and
work well when there is an emerg-
ing new discipline, but they had
many concerns about expanding
course offerings, including advising
capabilities, lack of bridge faculty,
and a lack of incentives.

The group was generally in fa-
vor of providing interdepartmental
master’s degrees and a professional
master’s degree in computation.
However, they noted that providing
such degrees would require signifi-
cant development efforts.

The Organizational Structure
working group examined various
structures for the SCoC. They not-
ed several challenges with the “ob-
vious” solution of moving all CS
faculty from EECS into the SCoC
and renaming Course 6 as EE. The
group wrote that they were con-
cerned that this solution would
further deepen the artificial EE
and CS divide, incentivize faculty
to move into the SCoC, thereby
weakening EE, and fail to promote

Lander denies having
any association with

Epstein

website to have sponsored the re-
search of Eric Lander, MIT biology
professor and founding director of
the Broad Institute. In an email to
The Tech, Lander wrote that he has
had no association with and has not
received any research funding from
Epstein.

Additionally, Epstein funded
a conference on gravity in 2006.
Among those invited were Stephen
Hawking, Lawrence Krauss, and
Frank Wilczek, MIT physics profes-
sor and Nobel Laureate, according
to The Times.

In a statement emailed to The
Tech, Wilczek wrote that although he
has attended Epstein-funded con-
ferences, he has not received any
research funding from Epstein and
has seen Epstein “less than half-
a-dozen times in my life, never for
more than a few minutes at a time
and never in a private setting.”

Wilczek wrote that at the confer-
ence, Epstein “listened to a few of
the talks, hung out at some of the
meals, and hosted one big ‘social’

event.” At the time, he viewed Ep-
stein as an “eccentric rich guy who
liked to associate with frontier re-
searchers and foster their work”

“T was not aware of any of the
serious charges against him un-
til quite recently. I was, and am,
shocked by them,” Wilczek wrote.

John Brockman, a literary agent,
held dinners to match “his scientist-
authors with potential benefactors,”
The Times reported. At one of these
dinners, Seth Lloyd, MIT professor
of mechanical engineering, met Ep-
stein. Lloyd told The Times that “he
found Mr. Epstein to be ‘charming’
and to have ‘interesting ideas, al-
though they ‘turned out to be quite
vague.”

Lloyd did not respond to The
Tech’s request for comment.

Kimberly Allen, MIT’s director of
media relations, declined to provide
further details about Epstein’s dona-
tion to MIT. In an email to The Tech,
she wrote that the MIT News Office
“does not typically comment on the
details of gifts or gift agreements”

Epstein was found dead Aug. 10
in his jail cell.

cross-disciplinary research and
training.

They formed an alternative
model, which includes four options
for faculty interaction and member-
ship with the SCoC.

The possibilities are creating
single-community faculty (SCF),
multi-community faculty (MCEF),
incubator groups, and faculty fel-
lows. SCF would have their main
or only appointment in the SCoC,
whereas MCF would be divided be-
tween an existing department and
the SCoC.

Incubator groups would “offer
groups of faculty the opportunity
to apply for support and space in
which to incubate new research
topics and teaching opportunities.”
Fellowships would allow faculty to
sit in the SCoC for a year or more.

Lastly, the  Organizational
Structure working group also ex-
amined how the EECS department
should interact with the SCoC: only
through SCE through MCE, or both.

The Social Implications and Re-
sponsibilities of Computing work-
ing group wrote, “A combination of

top-down, center-out, and bottom-
up approaches are required to cre-
ate a durable structure.”

The top-down approach in-
cludes considering creating a unit
centered on “ethical, societal, and
policy considerations”; ensuring
that such considerations are central
to hiring; ensuring that interdisci-
plinary staff are valued; and adding
relevant classes to curricula.

The center-out approach cen-
ters on bridging disciplines and re-
search approaches, such as through
creating rotational programs and
requiring research proposals and
papers to consider technology
implications.

The bottom-up approach pro-
vides more opportunities for fac-
ulty and students, such as through
creating theme-based departmen-
tal lectureship awards and funding
student-led collaboration retreats.

The Faculty Appointments
working group presented five cat-
egories of faculty appointments,
including the existing dual appoint-
ment, joint appointment, and affili-
ated models. They also developed

two new models, MCF and cluster
area faculty.

MCF would either have dual or
joint appointments between de-
partments or appointments in both
a department and a major lab or
institute. Cluster area faculty would
be “interdisciplinary teams that col-
laborate around a defined theme of
inquiry”

The Computing Infrastructure
working group examined different
models for data management and
licensing, funding, organization, and
resource deployments. They settled
on four overarching models: fully
centralized, partially centralized but
managed within departments/labs/
centers, fully decentralized, and pre-
dominantly cloud-based.

The next steps are to “define the
status” of EECS faculty in the SCoC;
“further advance the ‘cluster’ con-
cept of faculty appointments”; “de-
fine the details of how best to inte-
grate teaching and research on the
societal implications of computing”;
and “create an ongoing advisory
mechanism to facilitate input from
the MIT community,” Schmidt wrote.

Say Hello

Little Friend.

photo@tech.mit.edu
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Summer Stories

Although The Tech did not print issues over the break, we continued
to publish our reporting online. To catch you up for the coming semes-
ter, we have selected a few summer news articles and included them
here. Please see thetech.com for more.

Starting this fall,
HackMIT no longer

admits all MIT students

At least 50 percent of admits will be
guaranteed to be MIT students

By Zoe Sheill

STAFF REPORTER

Beginning this year, the Hack-
MIT team will only guarantee ad-
mission to first-year MIT students,
according to a blog post by Jes-
sica Sun '21, co-director of the 2019
HackMIT organizing team. At least
50 percent of participants will still
be MIT students, but they must
apply alongside applicants from
other schools. In the past, MIT stu-
dents were automatically admitted
to the two-day hackathon.

The HackMIT team will read
all applications, in contrast to the
past, where admissions were de-
cided by lottery, Sun said in an in-
terview with The Tech. The applica-
tion has also been modified so that
students do not need to answer
with responses about program-
ming, Hannah Liu 22, a HackMIT
board member, said in an inter-
view with The Tech.

Additionally, workshops and
talks will be open to the entire MIT
community, Sun wrote. The Hack-
MIT team has “admitted about 90%
of the MIT students who have ap-
plied,” Jack Cook ’22, a co-chair of
HackMIT, wrote in an email to The
Tech.

“Our decision was largely moti-
vated by statistics from our previ-
ous events. [Last year], 70 percent
of HackMIT attendees were MIT
students, [leaving] fewer than 300
spots for over 5000 applicants from
other universities,” Sun wrote.

Additionally, MIT students in
the past had not had a high per-
centage of “measured commit-
ment” to completing a project,
Cook wrote. Sun wrote, “By the
end of the [2018] hackathon, only
20% of MIT hackers had submitted
a project, compared to 90% of non-
MIT students.”

In response to student concerns
about negative effects on minor-
ity admissions, Sun said, “We read
apps completely blind.” Compared
to past years, “We've admitted way
more people who are minorities,”
Sun continued.

Liu added, “Our outreach has
done a great job in reaching out to
underrepresented minorities.”

Bryan Padilla '22 said in an in-
terview with The Tech that he be-
lieved that since only first years
will be automatically admitted,
“We will be losing out on an op-
portunity for relationships to form
between graduating classes.

Other students were more open
to the change.

Daniel Liu '22 said in an in-
terview with The Tech that many
previous hackers likely “picked
up their free stuff, networked a bit
with the sponsoring companies,
got their free lunch and left” He
proposed that HackMIT should
“first admit all MIT students who
show genuine interest in hacking,
then fill in the rest with non-MIT
students.”

This article was published online
Aug. 7.

Third party handles
insurance waivers

SFS intends to increase financial
support for students with high need

By Billy Woltz
STAFF REPORTER

The MIT Student Health Plan
(SHP) announced June 6 that
they are changing the process
by which students waive the re-
quirement to purchase the MIT
Student Extended Insurance
Plan. While the requirements
for waiving will remain the
same, waiver requests will be
processed by Gallagher Student
Health, a “nationally-recognized
third party vendor” that pro-
vides similar services to “a num-
ber of academic institutions in
the U.S.” SHP wrote in the initial
announcement and in an email
to The Tech.

It is possible that fewer stu-
dents will be able to waive the
extended plan, leading to in-
creased financial burden. How-
ever, it is unclear how many stu-
dents will ultimately be affected
by the changes to the waiver
process, according to the SHP’s
email. In addition, waiver re-
quests will need to be submitted
by Aug. 15, according to the ini-
tial announcement. This is earli-
er than previous years, when the
deadline was typically around
Aug. 3L

This change in processing
was made to address the issue
that some students faced when
they, having waived purchasing
the extended insurance plan,
later found out that their other
plan did not cover their medical
needs, according to the initial
announcement. These students
sometimes had to leave the state
to get care that was covered by
their insurance plan, or were left
unnecessarily trying to pay for
medical bills.

The deadline was moved up
to Aug. 15 so that students who
don’t waive the extended plan,
or whose waivers are denied,
will receive their insurance
cards before coverage begins

on Sept. 1, SHP wrote. However,
students will be able to continue
to submit waivers until Aug. 31,
after paying a $150 late fee.

MIT Student Financial Ser-
vices has increased the financial
aid budget to cover insurance
costs for students with “high fi-
nancial need,” which it defines
as families with incomes at or
below $65,000, Dean of Admis-
sions and Student Financial Ser-
vices Stuart Schmill 86 wrote in
an email to The Tech. Previously,
they had not covered the extend-
ed plan because not every fam-
ily would purchase it, although
they did cover the expense for
international students, who are
very likely to need to purchase
the extended plan.

The MIT Student Extended
Insurance plan will cost $1,362
for the fall term and $1,907 for
the spring term of the 2019-20
academic year, according to MIT
Medical’s website. This is an in-
crease from the previous year’s
rates, which were $1,310 and
$1,834 for the fall and spring se-
mesters, respectively, but these
increases are lower than the na-
tional medical plan trend rates,
which are between 6-7 percent
annually, according to an MIT
Human Resources webpage.

SHP also anticipates other
benefits for students. The switch
to Gallagher Student Health
means that a Kerberos ID will
no longer be required to submit
waivers, allowing parents to sub-
mit waiver requests. In addition,
many documents can now be
scanned and uploaded instead
of brought to MIT Medical, SHP
wrote.

All returning and incom-
ing students will receive a letter
with more information on this
change and instructions ex-
plaining how to submit waiver
requests, SHP wrote.

This article was published on-
line June 25.

SAQ institutes sign-in policy for summer events

Failure to turn in sign-in sheets may lead to future event cancellations

By Amy Shim

The Student Activity Office
(SAO) is requiring all student or-
ganizations having events in Cam-
pus Activity Complex (CAC)
managed spaces to record event
attendance this summer.

A sign-in sheet must be turned
in to the SAO after the event, not-
ing the name, email address, and
MIT affiliation or lack thereof of
the event attendees, according to
an email sent by the SAO and CAC
to Association of Student Activities
(ASA) clubs.

Failure to turn in sign-in sheets
may lead to future event cancella-
tions, the SAO and CAC wrote.

The SAO is not planning on
continuing to institute the policy
during the school year, Leah Fly-
nn Gallant, associate dean for the
Student Activities Office, and Re-
becca Mae Black, ASA president,
wrote in a statement emailed to
The Tech.

The SAO and CAC wrote to the
clubs that the policy change was
made “to address reported con-
cerns around safety, security, and
overall capacity during reduced
summer hours.” Gallant and Black
wrote to The Tech that the change
was made to “better understand
the makeup of student organiza-
tion membership” in order to “en-
sure that the limited funding and

space resources available to stu-
dent groups benefit MIT students
first and foremost.”

The SAO only retains data
about community affiliation in
aggregate. Names and email ad-
dresses are not kept, and the sign-
in sheets are destroyed, Gallant
and Black wrote.

Student groups active over the
summer were notified mid-June
about the policy change.

Seven student groups have
held 48 summer events this year
so far. The attendees were com-
prised of 289 students, 28 faculty
and staff, 116 alumni, and 205 non-
community members, Gallant and
Black wrote.

The SAO and ASA plan on fol-
lowing up with groups who host
events with few MIT student at-
tendees. Gallant and Black wrote
that they will talk to such groups
about “improving student atten-
dance or student involvement in
the planning and execution of their
events if they wish to hold them
during the summer in future years””

CAC spaces include the Strat-
ton Student Center, Kresge Audi-
torium, the Stata Center, MIT Cha-
pel, Religious Activities Center,
Walker Memorial, Wong Audito-
rium, Reservable Outdoor Space,
and Kresge Barbecue Pits.

This article was published on-
line Aug. I5.

Solution to Super-Size Solution to FPOP Solution to REX Solution to FYRE
. ST from page 4 AP from page 5 from page 4 from page 4
R/ 1[S[E 1pEll 11:95436|782 96 8513|274
I'B‘I’ég gg? 6/5/1/19 8/2(3|4|7 7 3 4|2 9 6|1 85 314652
S[LEle . 438 769(1[25]|[125|a87]693 5 3|6/2(14
216/54789|3 4 16|87 5|932
EIERI T MR 2o 7le5slo1all |s53leaz7sl 221511613
SIEAIN NoS | 5498[7123/6/||297/631]/548/|(64][1/3 2|5
T BER|19|84/3|2/5/6 7 1 6 49|7 238|351
ALloT ars|| [8]7 3|2[1(4 5 6[9]| |58 1|3 6 9|4 2 7 2 6315141
sloL|e Envl[7 612 1/9]3[4 518 | [3.72]154|s69] |1/5/2/4|316

THE TECH 3

Publisher
Aron Ricardo Perez-Lopez’20

Editor in Chief
Jessica Shi 21

Business Manager
Thomas Wang '21

Managing Editor
Ivana Alardin '21

Executive Editor
Nathan Liang '21

NEWS STAFF

News Editors: Whitney Zhang ’'21, Soomin
Chun ’'22; Associate News Editors: Kaitlyn
Hennacy '20, Zoe Anderson ’'21, Rujul
Gandhi '22; Staff: Anshula Gandhi '19, Vivian
Zhong '19, Billy Woltz 20, Sheila Baber 21,
Sharon Chao 21, Jocasta Manasseh-Lewis 21,
Zoe Sheill ’22; Meteorologists: Jordan
Benjamin '19, Sarah Weidman '21.

PRODUCTION STAFF

Editors: Eber Nolasco-Martinez 20, Joanna
Lin '22; Staff: Jenny Chan 21, Kevin Pho 22,
Ana P. Reyes Sanchez 22, Nicole Teichner '22;
Ilustrator: Max Evans '18.

OPINION STAFF

Editor: Fiona Chen '21; Associate Editor: Steven
Truong '20; Staff: Michael Beautyman G, Mark
Goldman G, Claire Lazar G, Keertan Kini '16,
Isaac Silberberg '16, Octavio Vega '22.

SCIENCE STAFF

Editor: Jordan Harrod G; Staff: Quinn
Brodsky '22, Anushka Ray "22, Jocelyn Shen 22,
Joanne Yuan '22.

SPORTS STAFF

Staff: Keshav Gupta '21.

ARTS STAFF

Editors: Ivy Li ’20, Torri Yearwood '21;
Associate Editors: Ethan Vo 19, Johnson
Huynh "21, Alana Chandler '22; Staff: Alexandra
Sourakov 18, Rogers Epstein '19, Lila Jansen 19,
Mariam Dogar '20, Jessica Tang 20, Rona
Wang '20, Erica Weng '20, Max Langenkamp 21,
Lani Lee '21, Nyssa Miller 21, Leah Yost '21.

PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF

Editors: Ethan Sit '21, Assel Ismoldayeva 22,
Kevin Ly ’22; Associate Editor: Alexander
Sandberg G; Staff: Mahi Shafiullah 19, Leon
Yim 20, Katya Bezugla '22, Sophia Fang 22,
Shinjini Ghosh '22, Alex Li '22.

CAMPUS LIFE STAFF

Staff: Tafsia Shikdar '21.

COPY STAFF

Copy Chief: Adira Balzac '21; Associate Copy
Chiefs: Jonas Kantola ‘21, Ayomikun Ayodeji '22;
Staff: Yaseen Alkhafaji ’21, Talia Blum '21,
Maisha M. Prome ’21, Kendall Yu 21, Jack
Dinsmore '22, Pranit Nanda 22, Clinton Reid '22,
Cindy Zhang '22, Sophia Zhi '22.

BUSINESS STAFF

Advertising Manager: Sophia Chan '22; Staff:
Efstratios Moskofidis G, Marissa Steinmetz '19,
Mindy Wu '19, Justen M. Holl '21, Alvin Zhu 21,
Pranit Nanda ’'22, Steven Ngo ’'22, Maya
Reyes '22, Daniel Zhang '22.

TECHNOLOGY STAFF

Staff: Jiahao Li 18, Gaurav Chandra '20, Tareq El
Dandachi '22.

ADVISORY BOARD

Paul E. Schindler, Jr. '74, V. Michael Bove 83,
Barry S. Surman 84, Deborah A. Levinson 91,
Karen Kaplan '93, Saul Blumenthal '98, Frank
Dabek 00, Satwiksai Seshasai ‘01, Daniel Ryan
Bersak ’02, Eric J. Cholankeril '02, Nathan
Collins SM ’03, Tiffany Dohzen ’'06, Beckett
W. Sterner '06, Marissa Vogt '06, Andrew
T. Lukmann ’'07, Zachary Ozer '07, Austin
Chu ’'08, Michael McGraw-Herdeg '08, Marie
Y. Thibault '08, Ricardo Ramirez '09, Nick
Semenkovich ‘09, Angeline Wang "09, Quentin
Smith 10, Jeff Guo 11, Joseph Maurer '12,
Ethan A. Solomon 12, Connor Kirschbaum ’13,
Jessica J. Pourian ‘13, Aislyn Schalck '13, Anne
Cai 14, Jessica L. Wass '14, Bruno Faviero '15,
Kali Xu '15, Leon Lin '16, Kath Xu '16, Anthony
Yu 16, Colleen Madlinger '17, Lenny Martinez
Dominguez 17, Charlie J. Moore '17, William
Navarre '17, Katherine Nazemi '17, B.D. Colen.

EDITORS AT LARGE

Senior Editors: Emma Bingham ’19, Nafisa
Syed 19, Christopher Wang ’19, Josephine
Yu ’20.

PRODUCTION STAFF FOR THIS ISSUE

Editors: Eber Nolasco-Martinez '20, Joanna
Lin '22; Staff: Yichi Zhang G, Kevin Pho '22, Ana
P. Reyes Séanchez '22.

The Tech (ISSN 0148-9607) is published on Thursdays during the aca-
demic year (except during MIT vacations) and monthly during the sum-
mer by The Tech, Room W20-483, 84 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge,
Mass. 02139. Subscriptions are $50.00 per year (third class). POSTMAS-
TER: Please send all address changes to our mailing address: The Tech,
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029. TELEPHONE: Editorial:
(617) 253-1541. Business: (617) 258-8324. Facsimile: (617) 258-8226. Ad-
vertising, subscription, and ing rates ilable. Entire contents ©
2019 The Tech. Printed by Graphic Developments, Inc.




4 THE TECH

REX

Solution, page 3
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FYRE

Solution, page 3
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains

exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of

each of the numbers 1-6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Super—Size by Brad Wilber

Solution, page 3

ACROSS

1 Uses scissors

5 Nest-egg plans: Abbr.

9 Sudden breath

13 Gotten up

14 Break in diplomacy

15 Ready to harvest

16 First Mrs. Trump

17 Not fooled by

18 Periods in history

19 Person buying costly things

21 Aide: abbr.

22 Needing a nap

23 Monthly apartment
payment

25 Cravings

28 Calm and quiet

32 Thick carpet

36 Quacking bird

38 More domesticated

39 Spooky

41 Grown-up boy

42 Scornful smile

43 Pay for everyone's meal

44 __ up (explode)

46 Concludes

47 Spirit-raising gathering

49 School test

51 Begin to melt

5310, 15, or 20

58 Pages of an atlas

61 Concert keyboard
instrument

64 Frequently

65 Path on a highway

66 Acting roles

67 Bottom of a foot

68 “Small” suffix for luncheon

69 __ board (manicurist’s tool)

70 Retain

71 Building with garden tools

72 Neat and clean

DOWN

1 Courteous

2 Practical application, as of
words

3 Feeling nervous

4 "Make it __!" ("Hurry!")

5 Clothes-pressing appliance

6 Cover of an orange

7. . happily ever __"

8 Shopping mall tenants

9 Breed of large dog

10 Ventilates

11 Resorts with hot springs

12 Nuisance

13 “Baby back” barbecue
servings

20 Looked at closely

24 Tennis court dividers

26 Unable to feel anything

27 Weighing device

29 Prayerfinishing word

30 Propped (up), as a golf ball

31 Makes a mistake

32 Full collections

33 Attendance-taking response

34 Vicinity

35 Major progress

37 Fort __ (gold depository
site)

40 Engrave

45 Magician’s stick

48 "Bald” birds of prey

50 Kermit or Miss Piggy

52 Intense anger

54 Southeast Florida city

b5 Revealed, as a secret

56 Sweepstakes submission
57 Optimistic

58 Halloween face hider

59 Burn-soothing plant
60 Fishing rod

62 Initial poker payment
63 Require

[1603] Flashlight

REMEMBER HOW FLASHLIGHTS
SUCKED LJHEN WE. WERE KIDS?
ALJAYS DIM AND FINCKY?

T GUESS?

k&

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

WELL, I DISCOVERED SEE HoW IT LIGHTS
THERE ARE. NOW INTERNET UP THE WHOLE. FOREST?
FLHlSHUGHT ENTHUSIASTS,  THE TREES
AND THE TECHNOLOGY ARE ON FRE.
HAS ... IMPROVED.

X, LETS STE. REAL BRIGHT,
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Solution, page 3

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1-9. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

SOPHIE, HONEY,

! / mniouar.. Do \ | |/ AW very oFTen OK, YEAM,
P e DONT ST M | comemviee wore | | | MY work Avounte ) TUATS, A VALD
\_ AND Do NOTHING. . ALL DAY. A\ ST RESEARCH.
e e ¥ . M . t WANNA BE
— .\ - A PRINCESS
PILED HIGHER AND ; . :WlTHAPH.D

DEEPER

by Jorge Cham WWW.PHDCOMICS. COM
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The Class
of 2023:
Fast Facts

Gender Distribution West Coast,
Alaska, &
. Male Female Another gender identity Hawaii: 20%
(53%) (47%) (<1%)
Southwest &

Mountain: 13%

*TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF REFERRAL PROGRAM

The referring member will receive $25 per qualified referred member up to a maximum of 5 referred
members ($125). The MIT Federal Credit Union (MIT FCU) Member Referral Program is available to
current MIT Federal Credit Union members in good standing.

The referred member must be a new member to MIT FCU and bring in this slip at account opening.
Membership is subject to MIT FCU’s approval qualifications. New MIT FCU checking accounts (funds not
currently on deposit) opened by a new member between August 12, 2019 and September 6, 2019 are
eligible for this referral program bonus. MIT FCU will deposit the $25 into the referred member’s checking
account upon verification of funding of both savings ($5) and checking (minimum $25), e-statement
enrollment and issuance of a debit card. Offer expires September 6, 2019. This offer cannot be combined
with any other offer.

For each eligible and qualified referral that becomes a member and opens accounts and activates services
as indicated above, the referring member will receive $25 credited to his or her MIT FCU savings account
by November 1, 2019. Limit 5 referrals per person. New members can only be referred by one MIT FCU
member in good standing. Participation in the MIT FCU Referral Program carries with it a certification from
the referring member that the referring member personally knows the referee(s) and the referrer is not
acting as an affiliate marketer for MIT FCU. MIT Federal Credit Union reserves the right to disqualify any
referrals where MIT FCU believes referrals were not sent in good faith.

As required by applicable law, the value of the sponsor referral bonus will be reported to the IRS, state, or
local tax authorities. The recipient is responsible for any federal, state, or local taxes on this bonus item.

Insured by NCUA

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 2019

Most popular
names:

Anna

thew
David John

Midwest & Plains
states: 11%

New England: 8%

Mid-Atlantic:

@ B 21%

Other U.S.
Territories and
Abroad: 12%

South & Puerto
Rico: 14%

Statistics from MIT Admissions

JOANNA LIN—THE TECH

Refer friends or family to join MIT FCU,
and you will receive

up to C—HZS

The qualified referred member will receive $25.

Not a member yet?
Join today and help us spread the word.

SPREAD THE WORD

Download the referral slip.

mitfcu.org/SpreadThe Word

—

A

FEDERAL
CREDIT
UNION
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On behalf of The Tech, we'd like to welcome the Class of 2023 to MIT! You'll find in the following pages
a curated guide to this year’s Residence Exploration (REX) events. We asked REX chairs to submit up to 25
events each and provide short paragraphs about their living groups.

At MIT, you have the special privilege of choosing which dorm you would like to live in. You should en-
gage as much as possible in the fun events the dorms will host, so you can find the people you will love hang-
ing out with for years to come. Visit other dorms even if you are satisfied in your current assignment, and
remember that the people and culture of a dorm matter more than its physical amenities (or lack thereof).
Switching dorms is more than possible, and don’t forget that the many fraternities, sororities, and indepen-
dent living groups (FSILGs) will also be recruiting in a couple weeks. Don’t forget to have fun and pepper

the upperclassmen with questions!

Baker House, Burton Conner House, Maseeh Hall, McCormick Hall, and New House did not submit events
and descriptions by The Tech’s publication deadline.

"I,VIcC

Thursday,
August 22nd

4 PM

4:30 Simmons Hall

Hang with Daniel: Hey we all
know Simmons is wacky. Want to
know how wacky? Come check out
Daniel’s room going through mito-
sis :D (please he’s lonely)

Friday,
August 23rd

11 PM

11:00 Simmons Hall
Movie Night: Join us in watching
a movie with snacks and drinks!

12 PM

12:00 EAST camPUS

Grill, Chill, and Build: “The
wood is actually fastening the
screws in place”

Saturday,
August 24th

12 PM

FYRE APPLICATION
OPENS

@ 12:00
myhousing.mit.edu

12:00 EAST camPUS

Grill, Build, and Chill: How
many prefrosh can we put on a
grill?

2PM

2:17 Random Hall

Too Tool for School: Dreading
the oncoming hours of tooling?
Come tool with us the fun way -
with drills! First we will learn to
use the tools in Random shop, and
then we build a swingset on the
roofdeck!

2:30 Simmons Hall

SCOOTAH HOCKEY: Fight for
your team, impress the crowds,
gain the attention of pro scooter
hockey coaches for the upcoming

season, and win glory beyond your
wildest dreams. In short, get on a
scooter and play some hockey.

6 PM

6:00 MacGregor

Chinese & Poker: come eat pok-
er and play chinese food (no actual
money will be used)

6:47 Random Hall

Nekomimi Maid Cafe: Come
to Random to be served delicious
food by maids with cat ears! kawaii
neko maid cafe (=A-.-A=)/ nyaa~

8PM

8:30:00 PM Next House

Next Gamers: Board Game
Night: Join Nextgamers for a night
of board games, smoothies, Asian
snacks and fun! We have a huge
collection of board games of a va-
riety of genres, styles and themes:
from Secret Hitler to Shadows Over
Camelot. Repeats on Sunday and
Monday, same time, same place.

11 PM

11:00 EAST camPUS

where did we go?: They can’t
all be [redacted], then we'd be
[redacted]

HE DAILY

F1

Sunday,
August 25th

1AM

7:00 Next House

Wednesday Morning Cartoons:
Do you remember the elementary
school days when you would wake
up bright and early on a Wednes-
day morning to watch your favor-
ite morning cartoons (with break-
fast on the side)? ... or was it Friday
morning cartoons? Wednesday
evening cartoons? Ah it’s been so
long since we last watched car-
toons. Come relive your childhood
and eat a healthy, hearty, and bal-
anced breakfast with us at Next!
Repeats on Tuesday, same time,
same place.

8 AM

8:00 Simmons Hall

Pancake Breakfasts: Our dorm
may look like a waffle, but we are
pancake-afficionados at heart.
Come to Simmons to eat these be-
loved meals.

10 AM

THE TECH 7

10:00 Next House

Jackbox Games: Come meet
your fellow humans and learn
about their incredibly unusual
sense of humor! Make new friends
and inside jokes. Event repeats on
Tuesday, same time, same place.

11 AM

11:30 Simmons Hall
Grill, Fill, Chill: We grill, you fill,
we all chill. Veg* options available.

12PM

12:00 MacGregor

BBQ and Pig Roast: Ever tried a
freshly roasted pig? Stop by to hang
out with residents of HEX while we
roast a pig and grill some other food

12:00 EAST camPUS

Grill, Build, and Chill: I'm re-
ally glad we don’t have anything
absurdly tall without legs anymore

12:00 MacGregor

Make your own sushi!: Come
join the G entry residents in mak-
ing your own sushi! Get to know us
while eating the best homemade
sushi you've ever had

1PM
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1:17 Random Hall

Math and Tea: Math you won't
understand and tea you won't
drink! Come be bedazzled by all
of the math you could learn while
a pot of tea sits neglected in the
corner.

2 PM

2:30 EAST camPUS
human hamster ball: The green
building is getting balls

3PM

3:17 Random Hall
BMF [Beats & [Joba: Come
enjoy boba and music on BMF!

4PM

4:17 Random Hall

Lovecrafting: Make that cuddly
Eldritch Horror friend you've al-
ways wanted! Rend some plushies
asunder and reform them in your
own image! A dog head here, some
bat wings there, a lizard tail to pull
the whole thing together and ta da!
Perfection.

5PM

5:00 MacGregor
Coexist with C-Entry: Netflix not
included, but board games are

6 PM

ORIENTATION KICKOFF

@615
Kresge Auditorium

8 PM

8:00 Simmons Hall

SIMFEST: COME CELEBRATE
THE ULTIMATE SIMMONS EXPE-
RIENCE: Miracle Berries * Butterfly
Combs * Cheese * Paper Airplane
Resume Transformations * Cotton
Candy! * GATAS * Henna * Chalking
* Cupcake Roulette *SWAGFEST *
PLUS MORE!

8:00 EAST camPUS

East Side Party: “Why a hexa-
gon?” “It’s a fucking octagon” “Why
an octagon?” “I blame [redacted]”

8:47 Random Hall

Bagels and Locks: You know
what'’s even better than free food?
Picking locks. Fortunately, we won’t
make you choose between them.
Come pick your way through locks
and eat through bagels, or vice ver-
sa depending on the quality of your
dentist.

10 PM

10:00 Simmons Hall

Real Talk: Want to know how
students deal with pset deadlines?
What to do if your roommate wants
the room to themselves for the
night? The meaning of life? Come
and ask any question you want,
anonymously, to our diverse panel
of residents. They have sworn to tell
the truth.

11 PM

11:00 Next House

Pizza + Italian Soda: Do you like
making things and also a have han-
kering for Italian foods? Come join
the citizens of Next to make some
delicious pizza and drink some Ital-
ian soda!

Monday,
August 26th

1AM

7:00 Next House

Puzzles & Fruits: Do you like
Phineas and Ferb, but didn’t get to
watch them at yesterday’s break-
fast? Alas, we have no cartoons
today (womp womp), but we have
Puzzles and Fruits, and it has the
same acronym! Come to Next for

a healthy, hearty, and balanced
breakfast.

11 AM

CONVOCATION

@ 11:00
Kresge Lawn

12 PM

12:00 EAST camPUS
Hair Dying: It’s for personal
use... 3 gallons of [redacted]?!

12:17 Random Hall

Midnight Chef: It's midnight, the
nearby supermarket continues to
be closed (forever), but you're hun-
gry. Let’s make a three course meal
using only ingredients bought from
the gas station.

12:30 MacGregor

Big Mac: Come meet all of Mac-
Gregor’s nine entries in one place
at one time! We'll have mini-events
and more!

1PM

1:00 Simmons Hall

TIEDYEEEE: Is there anything
that can’t be tiedyed? Come find
out!

1:00 EAST camPUS
Yerba Mate Time: I just drank a
bottle from [redacted]’s crotch

2PM

2:00 EAST camPUS

how many chugs could a choo
choo chug if a choo choo could
chug chug: left as an exercise to the
reader

4PM

4:00 Simmons Hall

Paint Bar: Come paint the after-
noon away with us! We'll have all
the colors of the rainbow, enough
paint brushes to go around, and
friendly conversation over juice and
soda.

5PM

5:00 EAST camPUS
fruit and popsicles: Brings out
the fruity spirit in all of us

1PM

7:17 Random Hall

A-mew-sing Board Games: S-
cat-agories, Settlers of Cat-an, Ex-
ploding Kittens, and more! Come
join us for snacks, cat-themed
board games, and cats!

7:30 MacGregor

The Original (J Entry) Murder
Mystery est. 2015: bang.. a shOt goes
off in a Crowded room and a man
falls down, dead. you have Two
hoUrs to Solve our puzzIEs and find
the murdeRer. bring YoUr appetite
for justice (and catered dinner).
note: no team in the history of j en-
try murder mystery has solved all of
our puzzles - it’s still a good time :)

7:30 EAST camPUS
unrest here right now

7:47 Random Hall

Smash Shit: UNLOAD YOUR
VENGEANCE ON THAT GENERIC
ELECTRICAL DEVICE

8 PM

8:00 EAST camPUS
nude portraiture: 18 naked cow-
boys out in the yerrd

9PM

9:00 EAST camPUS
Boardgame night: You can buy
land on Mars, but it’s a scam

10 PM

10:00 Simmons Hall
Top of the Sponge: Come dance
the night away on our iconic roof-

top terrace with a spectacular view
of the Boston skyline! It'll be dope
as duck.

11 PM

11:00 EAST camPUS
where did we go?: This is less
sketchy than Jesus

Tuesday,
August 27th

12 PM

12:00 EAST camPUS
Hair Dying: Oi, do you have a
hair license?

1PM

1:00 EAST camPUS

rope swing: I thought I was gon-
na hate it. Then I was [redacted] and
Iloved it.

3PM

3:47 Random Hall

DESTROY YOUR ENEMIES
WITH FIERCE BLASTS OF DIHY-
DROGEN MONOXIDE: “Come join
the Random faction as we prepare
to march to victory at the water
wars! Cover yourself in warpaint!
Prepare flying aqueous projectiles!
Create funnelators of doom and
deathiness! Unleash your inner
berserker!”

4PM

4:20 Random Hall

Clam Bake: Grab your favorite
pot and satisfy your munchies on
Clam. We've got the brownies, the
hash (browns) and more! (No drugs,
just good food and bad puns.)

6 PM

6:30 EAST camPUS
water wars: I can provide the
crocodiles

1PM

7:00 Simmons Hall

Cinnamon Roll Decorating: Do
you love cinnamon rolls! So do we!
Roll up to our event and custom
design your own roll with frosting,
fruit, nuts, and more!

7:00 MacGregor

Food with Friends: Tired of
burgers and dessert? Would you
rather have kimchee fried rice, orzo,
hong shao rou, mac ‘n’ cheese,
miso soup? Maybe some boba if
you're lucky? Come to F-Entry for
a potluck-style dinner and enjoy a
complete meal for the first time this
week!

7:30 EAST camPUS

fluffy town: A pony would be the
best rush animal. It’s like a horse,
but like a small horse

7:30 MacGregor

Baked Goods and Board Games:
Cookies and brownies and pies, oh
my! Join us to partake in our ex-
tensive collections of both board
games and recipes! You will be nei-
ther bored nor baked.

7:47 Random Hall

Applied Knot Theory: An intro-
duction to the art of tying up pretty
people with pretty knots in practical
and ornamental ways!

9PM

9:17 Random Hall

Crazy Cat Lady Make-a-thon:
Come eat snacks, watch cat videos,
and make cat toys for the wonderful
cats of Loop!

9:47 Random Hall

Pecker Game Night: Build a Do-
minion in Puerto Rico comprised
of Seven Wonders, then Race to the
Galaxy and help the Twilight Impe-
rium crush the Resistance. Through
the Ages, board games have been
an Innovation Random Hall has

enjoyed. Come and play the various
board games we've acquired, and
enjoy a home-cooked meal!

10 PM

10:00 Simmons Hall

Board Games and Ice Cream:
Play Recollection! Challenge our
resident Set master! Meet some
of your new classmates through
friendly competition! There will be
more boardgames and ice cream
than you've ever seen.

10:00 MacGregor

Game Night with D-Entry: Come
hang out with D-Entry and choose
a board game to play from our col-
lection, play card games like Cards
Against Humanity, Exploding Kit-
tens, Smash, JackBox Party Pack
or just come and chill. There'll be
pizza and wings.

11 PM

11:00 Next House

Midnight Pancakes & Smores
: Next House’s signature event:
Midnight Pancakes & Smores!
Catch some delicious pancakes in
the Country Kitchen! Chill and talk
to Nexties! Warm up by roasting
s'mores in the courtyard!

Wednesday,
August 28th

2 AM

FYRE APPLICATIONS
CLOSE

@ 2:00
myhousing.mit.edu

1AM

7:00 Next House

Exotic Fruits: How do you feel
about puzzles? More importantly,
how do you feel about fruits?? Re-
gardless of your opinion on puzzles,
ifyou like fruits you'll most certainly
want to come to Next for breakfast!
Wheel yourself down to Next House
for a healthy, hearty, and balanced
breakfast, complete with EXOTIC
fruits from around the world.

1PM

ACADEMIC EXPO

@ 1:00
Z Center

4 PM

4:30 EAST camPUS

Healthy Snacks and friends: Y’all
wanna hear the story of the chicken
and the cucumber?

5PM

5:30 EAST camPUS

adopt a suc-cute-lent: These
roots aren’t evil, they're just
misguided

FYRE RESULTS OUT

@ 5:00
myhousing.mit.edu

5:47 Random Hall

Clam Olympics: “Contestants
across the globe train relentless-
ly with just one goal in mind: to
win home a medal from the Clam
Olympics. Do you have what it
takes to overcome the greatest feat
of your life?

“”You miss 100% of the shots
you don'’t take’ ~~Wayne Gretzky””
~~ Michael Scott”

1PM

7:00 Next House

Fire & Ice Part 1: LN2 Ice Cream:
Come eat some delicious liquid ni-
trogen ice cream!

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 2019

11 PM

11:00 Next House

Fire & Ice Part 2: Deep Frying:
What doesn’t taste good battered
and fried? Come join us Nexties as
we fry Oreos, vegetables, candy,
and whatever leftovers we have
from REX! Your imagination is the
limit!

11:47 Random Hall

Feline Summoning Ritual: Black
Hole’s cats are Elsewhere, the ru-
mors say. When the border between
worlds weakens, you will know that
the time for action has arrived. We
shall snatch at hints of the future
until we have transcended truth
altogether. Cloaks and pentagrams
will be provided. As for cats, it's up
tous.

Thursday,
August 29th

10 AM

10:00 Next House

Tie Dye: Have you received too
many white shirts lately? Why not
have tie dyed shirts instead! Come
tie dye with us!

12 PM

12:00 Next House

Smash Tournament: u still up?
... wanna smash? ... Then come to
our Smash Tournament! The first
place winner will receive a $50 Am-
azon gift card, and the second place
a $25 gift card!

2PM

2:00 Next House

“Umm, Actually..”: From Eragon
to Aragorn, nerds like a lot of things.
But there’s something they love
above all else, and that is correct-
ing people! Come test your geeky
trivia skills by telling us just how
wrong we are about all your favorite
franchises and fandoms, as well as
some MIT trivia. Pick through the
minutae and be as pedantic as you
want. This is Umm, Actually!

4PM

4:00 Next House

Block Party: Let’s get lit! Usually,
the only reason the space between
Next and New gets used is because
the fire alarm went off. But just this
once, we're gonna use it to have
fun! Come join us Nexties as we fool
around outside while listening to a
super lit party playlist. Tea will be
served!

4:00 Next House

Tea Tasting: Let’s get classy!
Usually, the only reason the space
between the front desk and the ves-
tibule gets used is because some-
one’s waiting to get tapped in. But
just this once, we're gonna use it
to have fun! Come join us Nexties
as we try teas of all colors, flavors,
sizes, shapes, and backstories. Party
music will be served!

1PM

7:30 Next House

Sporcle: Test your useless trivia
knowledge by playing Sporcle with
us!

7:00 Next House

Experimental Sandwiches: Do
you want to push the boundaries
of what a sandwich can or cannot
be? What a sandwich can or cannot
contain? What a sandwich can or
cannot represent? What a sandwich

to Next House and construct the
most unhealthy, unhearty, and un-

balanced breakfast sandwich that
you can come up with.

Friday,
August 30th
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ACTIVITIES MIDWAY

@ 2:30
Z Center

4:00 Next House

Oobleck Pool: We're making a
pool of non-Newtonian fluid! Jump
on it, run across it, or just chill and
sink in it.

3:47 Random Hall
2% Milk: Become two percent
milk.

Saturday,
August 31st

2:00 Next House

Friday Night Pizza: It's 2 AM -
are you tired and craving pizza? We
have it! Come socialize with Nexties
and scarf down some free pizza.
[ok so technically it’s Saturday 2AM
pizza, but look dude I didn’t pass
the 18.02 ASE, idk math]
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DID YOUR MIT ESSAYS

GET YOU IN?

The Tech is collecting successful
application essays (hint: yours!).

Email your pieces to ¢/ @the-tech.mit.edu!
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ARTS

Are you a font fiend? Do you like making presentations SHIN €?

MOVIE REVIEW

A pointless remake

The Lion King returns in photo realistic quality

2.8, & S
The Lion King

Directed by Jon Favreau

Screenplay by Jeff
Nathanson

Starring Donald Glover,
Beyoncé Knowles-Carter,
Chiwetel Ejiofor, Seth
Rogen, Billy Eichner

Rated PG, Now Playing

By Nathan Liang

EDITOR

If you're unfamiliar with the original
1994 The Lion King, there’s no need to wor-
ry because the new movie is basically the
same thing except put through a photo real-
istic CGI transformation. I wasn’t sure what
to expect going into the new The Lion King,
butIhad hoped exactly copying the original
wasn’t going to be the case.

For those who haven'’t seen the original
movie, the basic story is this: a young lion
cub named Simba (JD McCrary) looks up
to his father, Mufasa (James Earl Jones),
who is the king of Pride Rock. Meanwhile,
Mufasa’s brother Scar (Chiwetel Ejiofor)
resents Simba taking his place as next in
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line for the throne but manages to stir up a
tragedy that forces Simba into exile. While
in exile, Simba meets Timon (Billy Eichner)
and Pumbaa (Seth Rogen), who teach him
to forget his past, but it’s ill-advised when
his past eventually comes back to teach him
how to actually grow up. Overall, nota com-
plicated story.

Before I start criticizing why Disney
bothered making the movie in the first
place, I will admit that it’s beautifully made.
If nothing else, The Lion King can show off
how far we've come in the realm of CGI. All
the animals and landscapes are rendered
really convincingly. There were times when
I wondered if the production team just
filmed sets in the real world and overlaid
the animals after the fact because every-
thing just looked so realistic. If the animals
weren’t speaking in English, I could see
how it could be easily confused for a really
dramatic nature documentary.

The all-star cast also helps bring a lot
of hype around The Lion King. I mean you
have Donald Glover and Beyoncé starring
as Simba and Nala! As you'd probably ex-
pect, their voices were amazing in numbers
like “Hakuna Matata” and “Can You Feel
the Love Tonight.”

On the flip side of that, the casting of
people like John Oliver, Chiwetel Ejiofor,
and Seth Rogen (a.k.a. people who aren’t
particularly known for their singing abil-
ity) made the prospects for the other musi-
cal numbers in the film a bit more ques-
tionable. Unfortunately, my thoughts on
this were pretty on par with what I ended
up getting.

Lost then found

Pixar brings a satisfying end to a great story

By Nathan Liang

EDITOR

When I discovered that the Toy Story se-
ries was getting a sequel, I was highly skep-
tical. However, I can now say for sure that
Pixar has done a great job in ensuring the
Toy Story movies stay strong on their own as
well as together. I welcome Toy Story 4 as a
great sequel and a probable end to the saga
of Woody (Tom Hanks) and Buzz Lightyear
(Tim Allen).

From the trailers, we know there is a
struggle between Woody and Forky (Tony
Hale) as Woody attempts to help the arts-
and-crafts spork adjust to his new life as a
toy. Bo Peep (Annie Potts) returns as a ba-
dass independent woman, thriving in life as

around and kicking to fuel this sequel with
nostalgia and good times.

What really amazes me about this movie
is the diversity of emotions it evokes while
still staying true to its core as a children’s
movie. The kids will be easily entertained by
the frantic shenanigans of all the toys run-
ning around on screen, but they’ll also ex-
perience a few scares at the hands of Gabby
Gabby (Christina Hendricks) and her dum-
my henchmen, many laughs at the antics
of Forky as he stubbornly declares his trash
allegiance over his newfound toyhood, and
maybe even a few tears closer to the end of
the film. Toy Story 4 is not a silly happy-go-
lucky camp all the way through, which is def-
initely refreshing in the realm of children’s
movies and not unsurprising coming from
Pixar.

alost toy. And of course, the usual gang is still
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Woody (Tom Hanks) introduces Forky (Tony Hale) to Bonnie's toys in Pixar's Toy

Story 4.

Mufasa (James Earl Jones) shows his
their kingdom.

John Oliver as Zazu during “I Just Can’t
Wait to Be King” is really half-hearted. He
just sounds like a bored British man rather
than the frazzled, screaming hornbill I was
expecting to hear. Although, I would say the
bigger disappointment lies with “Be Pre-
pared” because it didn’t even make it as a
full length song. It was more like Scar doing
a spoken word poem about how much he
wanted to be king rather than the energetic
chaos of arallying tune we get in the original.

Pixar has also always done a great job in
keeping the content of the film intelligent
enough such that it is truly family-friendly,
meaning neither the parents nor the kids will
be bored while watching the film. While the
kids beam at Bo Peep’s awesomeness and
Buzz Lightyear’s and Duke Caboom's (Keanu
Reeves) daredevil stunting, mom and dad
will appreciate the nostalgia while explor-
ing the dynamics of a toy’s life: how hav-
ing or not having a kid can influence a toy’s
circumstances.

The writing of the characters, especially
in the character development of Woody and
Forky, is another thing to be appreciated. I
don’t think I would have ever found a spork
with pipe cleaner arms and popsicle sticks
for feet endearing, much less be invested in
whether or not such a creation accepts being
a toy, but dang it, Pixar really got me there.
With Woody, it’s just interesting to see how
he adjusts to life after Andy. He spent at least
ten years being Andy’s favorite toy and being
the leader of his toys before being passed on
to Bonnie (Madeleine McGraw), who, as you
can guess, does not form quite the attach-
ment to the old cowboy ragdoll. With this in
mind, you could better understand Woody’s
quest to help Forky adjust to make Bonnie’s
childhood a worthwhile one.

I also want to give mad props to all the
voice actors who really give life to all the
characters. Tom Hanks and Tim Allen have
always shone in their roles as Woody and
Buzz, but Annie Potts really breathes new
life into Bo Peep, transforming her from the
dainty ornamental doll from the first two
movies to the strong lead character that she
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son Simba (JD McCrary) the vastness of

Generally speaking, it’s hard to see why
Disney made The Lion King aside from it
being a money grab. Sure, it has the all-star
cast, the beautiful graphics, and a factor of
nostalgia, but that’s basically all there is to
it. Aside from a few new jokes, this movie is
basically the same movie Disneyreleased in
1994, and I can’t help but feel disappointed
in their lack of originality and innovation. It
seems we will just have to keep waiting for
the next Up or Ratatouille calibre original.
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Toy Story 4
Directed by Josh Cooley

Screenplay by Andrew
Stanton and Stephany
Folsom

Starring Tom Hanks,
Tim Allen, Annie Potts,
Keanu Reeves, Christina
Hendricks

Rated G, Now Playing

is in Toy Story 4. Jordan Peele and Keegan-
Michael Key as Bunny and Ducky are also
hilarious and welcome comedic relief, even
if their harebrained schemes of attacking
people make you question their ability to be
good with kids.

Nostalgia washed over me when Toy
Story 4 opened with the cloudy wallpaper
in Andy’s room and “You've Got a Friend in
Me” played in the background. It is just one
of those indescribable feelings that warms
your heart. If you grew up with the Toy Story
films, I would highly recommend watching
Toy Story 4 just to enjoy seeing your favorite
toys up on the big screen one more time as
the story is brought to a satisfying close.
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What is left unsaid

The Farewell is a rare find, capturing the complicated essence of division and unity within

a family

COURTESY OF SUNDANC FILM FESTIVAL

Awkwafina stars as Billi in Lulu Wang's The Farewell.

By LuluTian

Try fully expressing what your fam-
ily means to you. The quirks of your rela-
tives, the stories that only you know, the
strange way that just the thought of fam-
ily can cause you to laugh, grimace, or cry
— there is some deep emotional response
that is hard to communicate in a tangible
way. In her new film, The Farewell, director
Lulu Wang displays an incredible capacity
for harnessing these raw feelings, creating
a story and visual experience that truly hits
home.

In fact, Wang wrote the unique plot of
her film based on a similar experience in
her own life. The movie follows the events
of Chinese American Billi (Awkwafina) and
her family when they discover that Billi’s
grandmother, Nai Nai (Zhao Shuzhen), is
terminally ill. Deciding that it would be best
to keep this diagnosis a secret from her, the
family plans an impromptu wedding in Chi-
na for Billi’s cousin to fabricate a reason for
everyone to gather and see Nai Nai for what
might be the last “Farewell”

The film creates a complex concept of
love within Billi’s family by contrasting the
adults’ pride in being “strong” and unfeeling
with displays of their raw and uncontrolled
emotions. When Billi first arrives in China,
her conversation with her uncle consists of
him telling her over and over again that she
cannot give away to Nai Nai any information
about her medical condition, and Billi re-
peating over and over again, “I know.” While
the one-sided conversation in this situation
is humorous, this moment highlights the dif-
ficulty that Chinese parents often have with
expressing love, creating stiffer relationships
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with their children. However, Wang’s script
really shines because it illuminates the co-
existence of this theme with other family dy-
namics, like the love that Nai Nai extends to
all of her family and also receives.

The premise of keeping Nai Nai’s illness
a secret from her shocks Billi, drawing at-
tention to the cultural differences between
America, where “you think that life belongs
to oneself” and China, where one’s life be-
longs to a community. Billi, with her strongly
accented Chinese and slouched posture, but
also strong affection for China and Nai Nai,
treads the line between the two cultures and
gives a voice to the Chinese-American ex-
perience. Importantly, The Farewell avoids
painting the differences between China
and America as a matter of one country
being better than the other. As Billi replies,
when asked by an off-putting hotel worker
about which country she prefers, “It’s just
different””

Distinct and nostalgic qualities of China
are excellently captured by the cinematog-
raphy. Billi’s arrival in China is signaled with
shots of endless tall, identical apartment
buildings set against a gray sky, eventually
leading to the generic block-colored apart-
ment complex that Nai Nai lives in. This
visual impression is starkly different from
the previously shown New York City, with
Billi walking past graffiti covered walls and
alleyways. The film is decorated with more
small details that are so characteristically
Chinese, from patterned wallpapers and
blankets to paintings of flowers and posters
of random babies. With colors and shots that
feel calm and comfortable, Wang creates a
special tone for the movie that can only be
described as personal.

The zebra did 1t

Understanding human nature from a dog'’s perspective
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The Art of Racing in
the Rain
Directed by Simon Curtis

Screenplay by Mark
Bomback

Starring Kevin Costner,
Milo Ventimiglia, Amanda
Seyfried, Ryan Kiera
Armstrong

Rated PG, Now Playing

By Nathan Liang

EDITOR

From Marley & Me to A Dog’s Purpose,
we've come to know what to expect with mov-
ies about man'’s best friend: wholesomeness,
innocent perspectives, and tears. The Art of
Racing in the Rain follows these trends while
also introducing a dose of pensiveness via
Enzo, sagely voiced by Kevin Costner.

The Art of Racing in the Rain focuses on
the story of Denny Swift (Milo Ventimiglia),
an aspiring Formula One race car driver. Af-
ter adopting Enzo as a puppy, the golden
retriever becomes a constant companion to
Denny. Enzo often uses race car metaphors
to conceptualize the meaning of life and to
understand the habits of the humans that
surround him as he grows up. When Denny
goes through hardships in his life, Enzo often
remarks, “There is no dishonor in losing the
race. There is only dishonor in not racing be-
cause you are afraid to lose.” This kind of in-
sight shows Enzo’s vast capacity for empathy
and ability to provide a source of comfort for
his distressing humans.

In contrast, some of the people Denny in-
teracts with later in life aren’t the best. They
get him arrested over a petty argument and
sue him to try to prove a point. Their inability
to understand Denny’s circumstances in life
and see what’s best for his family boggles the
mind, but it’s a convenient foil to the loyalty
and love Enzo provides.

Comedic reliefis also easily found through
the naive understanding of a human world
by a dog. Enzo’s demonization of Zoe’s (Ryan
Kiera Armstrong) stuffed zebra is a constant
throughout the film. This leads to moments
of questionable reality shifts and eyebrow-
raising schemes that take us away from the
heaviness of terminal illness and family ten-

The set design generates powerful juxta-
positions that supplement the plot. The dra-
matic irony surrounding Nai Nai’s illness is
accented by brightly colored wedding pho-
to-shoot props and pastel balloons, popping
outin a tacky way against the relatively mut-
ed colors of the general landscape. Bustling
family gatherings are punctuated by visuals
of uncomfortable, smothered expressions.

The film introduces a slew of characters,
depicting quirky personalities that will ring
true to Chinese-Americans. Nai Nai is es-
pecially realistic, even comically so, with
her tai chi exercises in the apartment court-
yard, constant frustration with her husband,
and teasing interactions with Billi (“stupid
child”). Awkwafina’s spot-on acting, captur-
ing the delicate balance between sadness
and tenderness, allows the audience to see
Billi’s emotional struggle during her interac-
tions with Nai Nai.

Billi’s relationship with her parents (Di-
ana Lin and Tzi Ma) is painted in stark con-
trast to her caring bond with Nai Nai. Her
parents have difficulty sharing their emo-
tions with her, even initially trying to hide
the fact that Nai Nai is dying. The film allows
the audience to see through Billi’s eyes, feel-
ing the hurt that she experiences when she
rests her head on her mother’s shoulder,
only to be shrugged off. Billi sees her fa-
ther smoking and asks him about it, but he
simply dismisses her concerns and avoids
talking about the subject. Awkwafina com-
municates Billi’s feelings and interestingly,
suggests a level of acceptance and normal-
ization of this dynamic between Billi and
her parents. In order to highlight the feelings
that are not communicated entirely through
words, Wang uses shots focusing on differ-
ent characters’ faces, providing depth to
characters like Billi’s parents who are other-
wise less open. In addition, moments where
the characters break away from the para-
digm of stoicness are spotlighted, stripped
raw so that they are punctuated by striking
dialogue and emotional vulnerability. The
cast’s phenomenal performances make the
film so much more heartbreaking, crystalliz-
ing the division between what the characters
say and how they feel, as well as the difficul-
ty they have with traversing this barrier.

This challenge perhaps has to do with
the complex mentality that members of
Billi’s family (and many ethnically Chinese
people) have — there is something hon-
orable in purposefully carrying a burden
for someone else. This idea of family over
self repeats constantly, raising compelling
questions about how much responsibil-
ity one should assume for their loved ones.
The idea that family is a unit is more pow-
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The Farewell

Directed by Lulu Wang
Screenplay by Lulu Wang

Starring Awkwafina, Zhao
Shuzhen, Tzi Ma, Diana
Lin

Rated PG-13, Now Playing

erful than it seems — it reinforces a way of
thinking that seeps into every aspect of life.
While this mentality can stifle relationships,
as seen with Billi and her parents, the film
also shows how it brings them together. The
movie takes the idea of carrying a family’s
burden and carefully explores the different
ways people express this form of love. Ulti-
mately, The Farewell probes at whether this
expectation for family is feasible, and more
importantly, why this responsibility is so
important to Billi’s family. Much like these
questions, the emotions evoked by the film
are impactful and perhaps too complex to
even fully comprehend.

Unlike Crazy Rich Asians, the other re-
cent full-Asian cast Hollywood movie that
comes to mind, The Farewell is not flashy
or over-the-top. Its modesty is what allows
the film to be amazingly three-dimensional
and full of life. Raw performances by the cast
bring depth to well-developed and intricate
characters, and the family interactions are
portrayed in a way that speaks to the shared
struggles and joys within a family that ul-
timately transcend any perceived cultural
barriers.

Wang’s film brings to light the complexi-
ties of the Chinese and Chinese-American
experience that have not been prominent in
western mainstream media, masterfully cre-
ating love and strength even when tension
and cultural differences are painfully clear.
The film directly addresses the difficulty we
have reconciling the good and bad of fam-
ily and digs deeper, asking people to reflect
on their culture, family, and themselves. In
this way, it is a bold attempt at reading in
between the lines, and opens eyes to the
beauty that comes from hidden but univer-
sal aspects of family and personal struggle.
The Farewell is a triumphant, unforgettable
success — see it, and you may discover
something new for yourself as well.

DOANE GREGORY/TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX FILM CORPORATION

Enzo (Kevin Costner) is the ring bearer in Denny (Milo Ventimiglia) and Eve's (Amanda
Seyfried) wedding in The Art of Racing in the Rain.

sion that unfortunately follows Denny.

The general story is a familiar tale of hu-
man strife, but it is colored by the lens of an
adorable golden retriever. In doing so, the film
immediately tugs at our heart strings, but it
also simplifies a lot of the more complex top-
ics, probably so that younger audiences can

better digest what is happening on screen.
While cute and wholesome, the movie is what
you'd expect: a simple story about a great dog
and the human he loves so much, and how
they go through life together. It’s an enjoy-
able watch to de-stress with, but nothing that
hasn’t already been done before.
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