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The MIT Spinning Arts Club performs the � nal act of their North 
Court Winter Show Feb. 6.

Faculty panel discusses 
dorm move-in, room 
assignment processes 
Panel members agree squatting can work, 
express mixed views on mutual selection 

 By Rujul Gandhi 
 STAFF REPORTER 

 A faculty panel convened Feb. 
7 to discuss the room assignment 
and move-in process design exer-
cise that residence halls have been 
asked to participate in. 

 Th e exercise involves suggest-
ing a process that removes upper-
level students’ say in fi rst-year 
room assignment (“mutual selec-
tion”) and allows fi rst years to re-
tain their initially assigned rooms 
(“squatting”). 

 Th e panel consisted of Profes-
sors Ray Reagans, Parag Pathak, 
John Essigmann PhD ’76, and John 
Fernandez ’85. It was moderated 
by Susan Silbey, chair of the fac-
ulty. Panelists answered student 
questions based on their experi-
ences with residence halls and 
interaction with undergraduates 
within their dorms as well as their 
areas of expertise, such as eco-
nomics and sociology. 

 Students from multiple resi-
dence halls asked questions about 
topics such as community, fairness 
in the rooming process, and the re-
lationship between mutual selec-
tion and homogeneity. Some stu-
dents spoke to the panel about the 
rooming processes in their dorms. 

 Th e panel seemed to be at a 
consensus that squatting could 
be incorporated into the room as-
signment system. Fernandez, who 
is part of the Department of Archi-
tecture and head of Baker House, 
defi ned squatting as “the ability to 
stay in your room with your room-
mates,” clarifying that this did not 
apply to a subset of roommates. 

 In the context of Baker House, 
which allows squatting, Fernandez 
said, “We feel, entirely on princi-
ple, that if you have a group of resi-
dents who want to stay together in 
a room, that should be allowed.” 

 Fernandez also acknowledged 
that Baker is “on one end of the 
spectrum” when it comes to hall 
culture. Baker doesn’t have “very 
strong and long-standing cultures,” 
he said. Although there is inter-
est in forming “sub-groups”  on 
fl oors,  Fernandez thinks that this 
will not be “fundamentally com-
promised by allowing squatting.” 

 In response to student ques-
tions about how squatting could 
be implemented, an algorithm was 
proposed by Pathak, a professor of 
microeconomics. First, people are 
put in a priority order. If Person A 
wants the room belonging to Per-
son B, B is put higher in the order. 
B then has the option to look for a 
room they would like better than 
their current room. If A and B’s 
preferred rooms are being squat-
ted by their respective occupants, 
B can also squat their room and A 
will look for a diff erent room. Ac-
cording to Pathak, this algorithm 
addresses the problem of people 
not participating in the rooming 
process because they are afraid of 
losing their squatting rights. 

 “We know there are some stu-
dents who stay put because it’s the 
easy thing to do,” said Essigmann, 
head of Simmons Hall and former 
head of New House. “What we need 
to do as a community is to fi nd ways 
to get people to want to get out and 
explore.” He also brought up diffi  -
culties in moving from one dorm to 
another and said that these barri-
ers should be lowered. 

 “I think there is very little that I 
see that the motivation for squat-
ting is inconvenience,” added Fer-
nandez. He said that it was more 
common, in his experience at 
Baker, for people to feel a sense of 
home with their assigned rooms 
and roommates. 

 By Jessica Shi 
 EDITOR IN CHIEF 

 Burton Conner will be the next 
MIT residence hall to undergo “re-
newal,” according to an email from 
administrators and house leaders 
sent to BC residents Wednesday night. 

 To accommodate the process, 
BC is scheduled to “go offl  ine” af-
ter Commencement 2020, the email 
said. Th e targeted completion and 
reopening date is August 2022. 

 For BC and all future residence 
halls that undergo renewal, all stu-
dents must move out during con-
struction, and the halls will reopen 
under Tier 1 pricing, according to an 
FAQ document linked in the email. 
(BC is currently Tier 2, which is $335 
cheaper per semester for a double.) 

 Th e renewal will primarily in-
volve an “extensive infrastructure 
and building systems update,” in-
cluding “modest updates to fi nishes 
and spaces,” the FAQ said. Building 

codes may dictate that some spaces 
need to be reconfi gured for accessi-
bility, which may in turn necessitate 
“some space redesign,” but it is too 
early to know. 

 Th ere is currently a plan to allow 
BC residents to move out in groups 
of up to eight, so that they can stay 
in the same residence hall, but not 
necessarily the same fl oor, the FAQ 
continued. BC residents will also 

BC  scheduled to be closed for 
‘renewal’ starting June 2020 
 Students must move out during construction, dorm 
expected to reopen under Tier 1 pricing  Aug. 2022

EECS releases new, more fl exible 
comp. sci. minor requirements 
While old requirements would still fulfi ll the CS minor, new 
requirements include more options for courses and electives

 By Whitney Zhang 
 NEWS EDITOR 

 Th e MIT Department of Electri-
cal Engineering and Computer Sci-
ence released its new CS minor re-
quirements Jan. 31 on the CS Minor 
Piazza page. Th e requirements will 
be in eff ect starting from fall 2019. 

 Th e new requirements increase 
the fl exibility of the major with 
more class choices in broader areas. 
Th e new requirements are a super-
set of the old requirements; comple-
tion of the old requirements would 
also fulfi ll the new requirements. 

 Th e new minor requires a total of 
72 units, with up to 12 units of intro-
ductory level subjects, up to 63 units 
of basic level subjects, and at least 
12 units of advanced level subjects. 

Additionally, students must take at 
least one software-intensive sub-
ject and one algorithms-intensive 
subject. 

 Th ere are fi ve options for intro-
ductory level subjects, 11 options 
for basic level subjects, and 28 op-
tions for advanced level subjects, 
with multiple counting as software 
and algorithms-intensives. In con-
trast, the old minor required a strict 
four class core and two additional 
courses in the basic and advanced 
electives list, which had three and 
eight class options, respectively. 

 Additionally, the new require-
ments include interdisciplinary 
course options, such as 6.809[J] (In-
teractive Music Systems) and 6.047 
(Computational Biology: Genomes, 
Networks, Evolution). 

 Substitutions are not planned to 
be allowed, but student feedback 
is welcomed, according to EECS 
Undergraduate Offi  cer Katrina 
LaCurts PhD ’14 in an email to  Th e 
Tech. 

 LaCurts said that the changes 
resulted from student and faculty 
feedback on the original minor sug-
gesting that it was “more restrictive 
than it needed to be to provide a 
substantial credential.” Th e chang-
es were developed in the past year 
with contributions from “a variety 
of faculty in leadership roles in 
EECS … with substantial input from 
students.” 

 “Feedback has been largely 
positive so far, with more students 
interested in pursuing the minor,” 
according to La Curts.   

 By Kaitlyn Hennacy 
 ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR 

 Th e MIT COOP will close its 
Kendall Square location Feb. 25 
and relocate to a temporary loca-
tion at 80 Broadway. Th e building 
it currently occupies at 325 Main 
Street will be demolished and re-
placed with a new commercial 
building. 

 Th e COOP will have to occupy 
a smaller space at its new location, 
but will off er the same textbooks, 
supplies, and insignia, Jeremiah P. 
Murphy, Jr., president of the Har-
vard Cooperative Society, wrote 
in an email to  Th e Tech . Th ere will 
be a reduction in non-academic 

goods; the COOP is also consider-
ing shifting course textbook pur-
chases to an online platform. 

 A plan approved in Decem-
ber 2018 provides the framework 
of the development scope for the 
new building, Tom Evans, execu-
tive director of the Cambridge Re-
development Authority, wrote in 
an email to  Th e Tech . However, the 
specifi c building design is pending 
approval, with its design review 
scheduled for this month. 

 Th e cover sheet of the pro-
posed design, found on the Cam-
bridge Redevelopment Authority 
website, targets demolition to be-

MIT COOP to relocate 
to a smaller location 
 COOP building set to be demolished 
and replaced with commercial building   

Burton Conner, Page 2

Panel, Page 2COOP, Page 2
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Thursday, February 7, 2019

Extended Forecast
Today: Sunny. High around 38 °F (3 °C). Winds west at 10-20 mph.
Tonight: Partly cloudy. Low 31 °F (-1 °C). Winds southwest at 5–10 

mph.
Tomorrow: Chance showers. High around 52 °F (11 °C). Low 

around 32 °F (0 °C). Winds southeast at 5–10 mph. 
Saturday: Mostly sunny. High around 40 °F (4 °C). Low around 

22° F (-6 °C).
Sunday: Mostly sunny. High around 36 °F (2 °C).

WEATHER

This Valentine’s Day, fall in 
love with the weather

By Jordan Benjamin
STAFF METEOROLOGIST

Boston doubled its snowfall 
total for the season this past Tues-
day, as a brief snowstorm brought 
the city's snowfall total to 4.7 in 
(12 cm), the third lowest seasonal 
total to date on record. Today, 
however, we can fall in love with 
fantastic Valentine’s Day weather 
featuring cool temperatures and 
sunny skies, perfect for date plans 
or other activities! For Friday, the 
region faces  another brush with 
some light precipitation, and 

through the weekend we’ll enjoy 
continued seasonable, variable 
temperatures. Still, nothing major 
or of the magnitude we saw at the 
beginning of the week is expected 
soon. Further abroad, the west 
coast continues to wade through 
a barrage of precipitation as deep 
moisture streams inland from the 
Pacific. This round of heavy rain 
and high elevation snow is on 
top of extended heavy precipita-
tion which has brought crippling 
snowfall to places like Seattle and 
raised California reservoirs to 
near or above full pool. 
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have priority in the housing lot-
tery, and “eligible students” living 
in BC in spring 2020 who move off 
campus are guaranteed housing 
in BC when it reopens.

New House was fully re-
opened last fall after undergoing 
a staggered schedule of renova-
tions. It is the first non-dining 
dorm to be part of the Tier 1 
category. Before renovation, the 
dorm had suffered several pipe 
bursts, which caused flooding 
and resulted in some residents 
staying in the Hyatt Regency ho-
tel for a semester, costing the In-
stitute $6 million for repairs and 
living expenses.

“MIT has developed a capital 
planning framework ‘MIT 2030’ 
to guide the renovation and re-
newal of academic, residential, 
and student life spaces across 

the campus,” the email to BC 
residents said.

Campus planners have been 
reviewing “how best to sequence 
the renewal of Burton Conner and 
East Campus,” the email contin-
ued, although the FAQ noted that 
decisions about which dorm to re-
new next have not been made yet.  

The email was sent by Vice 
President and Dean for Student 
Life Suzy Nelson, Senior Associ-
ate Dean of Housing and Residen-
tial Services David Friedrich, and 
BC Heads of House Janelle Knox-
Hayes and Jarrod Hayes.

A new dorm is set to open on 
Vassar Street in fall 2020, but it is 
not intended to serve as a “swing 
dorm” for displaced students in 
dorms undergoing renewal, the 
FAQ emphasized, as that would 
interfere with the development 
of the new dorm’s identity and 
culture.  

The panel seemed to be more 
divided on the topic of mutual se-
lection. Essigmann, speaking about 
his experience in New House, ac-
knowledged both the benefit of mu-
tual selection and that about three 
to four students each year would 
be unhappy due to their rooming 
assignment.

New House has nine houses 
that mutually select their residents. 
“Most students felt embraced by a 
wonderful loving family of people 
who were like them. So it was good 
for almost everybody, but some peo-

ple were intensely distressed,” Essig-
mann said.

One student from Burton Conner 
was concerned that squatting first 
years might not necessarily be in-
terested in participating in floor cul-
ture. Silbey responded that people 
work at what they have to do togeth-
er, regardless of who they are work-
ing with. She remarked, “For most of 
human history and even in the con-
temporary world,” people did not 
participate simply because they’ve 
chosen their fellow participants.

“We don’t mutually select each 
other all the time,” Silbey said. She 
gave the example of arranged mar-

riages working out, to the confu-
sion of the audience.

Reagans, a Sloan professor of 
organization studies, said that 
while he “couldn’t imagine what it 
would feel like” to be turned down 
by a community, mutual selec-
tion is working for some residence 
halls. “The objective was to find 
alternative ways to realize the ben-
efits that mutual selection is creat-
ing,” he said. “So it wasn’t neces-
sarily removing something, but 
trying to figure out ... what exactly 
are the benefits that it’s creating, 
and if we know what they are, are 
there other ways?”

By Soomin Chun
NEWS EDITOR

Nine students participated in 
the two week 2019 IAP course “De-
signing the First Year Experience: 
Fun-Sized” sponsored by the Of-
fice of the Vice Chancellor (OVC). 
The course was a continuation of 
the spring 2018 course “Designing 
the First Year at MIT,” with the same 
underlying concept of using design 
principles to create ideas for im-
proving the first year.

The course resulted in around 40 
ideas that the OVC will now be sift-
ing through.

The students in the class, who 
ranged from first years to graduate 
students, split into four teams and 
met every day for three to five hours 
to develop action plans that they 
showcased in a final presentation, 

according to Vice Chancellor Ian 
Waitz in an interview with The Tech. 
All groups supported their action 
plans by drawing on what literature 
shows are “high impact practices in 
education,” which lead to more en-
gaged and successful students.

One team created a Garden of 
Ideas exploratorium in combina-
tion with an “MIT4U” application 
to facilitate awareness and explora-
tion of majors earlier on. At the ex-
ploratorium, students would be ex-
posed to a large breadth of projects 
and demonstrations, be able to look 
them up in the MIT4U App, and be 
shown relevant courses and ma-
jors to help them reach a finished 
product.

Dipo Doherty G explained the 
basis of the exploratorium, saying 
in a video-recorded presentation 
forwarded to The Tech, “This is tak-

ing a very granular approach. We’re 
going to work from the end product 
and get the students to understand 
what concepts that actually go into 
this product. And last but not least, 
curiosity, because that’s what drives 
passion, and passion drives innova-
tion in our students.”

Another team’s project, GIR Up, 
would “redefine and restructure 
the first-year GIR experience” by 
replacing final exams with a “culmi-
nating and interdisciplinary proj-
ect.” One example of an interdisci-
plinary project Janice Tjan ’22 gave 
during her team’s presentation was 
combining the concepts of analyz-
ing shapes in vector spaces from 
18.02 and Newton’s second law 
from 8.01 to “create virtual roller 
coasters” using MATLAB.

Other ideas included REFLEX, 
which would introduce 3-unit quar-

ter-long major exploration classes 
and a new first-year learning com-
munity that would be an incubator 
for educational excellence.

The original spring course was 
a 12-unit HASS-E and design mi-
nor credit class that focused on 
exploring changes that could im-
prove the first-year experience. It 
culminated in small policy adjust-
ments for a large number of stu-
dents, such as the new first year 
experimental grading policy that 
allows the Class of 2022 to desig-
nate up to three General Institute 
Requirements as Pass/No Record 
after their first term.

The students taking the IAP 
course benefited from being able 
to access six months worth of data 
collection and stakeholder inter-
views from the spring, Waitz said. 
In contrast to the spring course, the 

IAP course focus shifted to more 
radical changes for a smaller group 
of students, honing in on imple-
menting changes within learning 
communities.

“We felt that a good theme for 
this class was to think ‘blue-sky’ and 
about inspiring a love of learning, 
so we sort of gave them encourage-
ment in that direction. We also told 
them — not in a restrictive way — 
to think about ideas you could test 
with a small group of students, and 
we think that will be important in 
moving ahead with anything that’s 
a more significant departure from 
the current system,” Waitz said.

According to Waitz, some ideas 
could be tested in existing learning 
communities as early as next fall, 
whereas introducing a novel learn-
ing community entirely would take 
at least another year.

IAP course Designing the First Year generates new ideas
Vice Chancellor Waitz: a theme for the class was to think ‘blue-sky’

BC residents may be 
able to move in groups
Burton Conner, from Page 1

Silbey: ‘we don’t mutually select 
each other all the time’
Panel, from Page 1

Do you like doodling during class? 
Are your psets covered with drawings? 
If so, become a Tech Illustrator!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Build a writing portfolio.
News | Arts | Opinion | Campus Life | Science | Features | Sports

join@tech.mit.edu
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Part-time web / app 
developer for start-

up online education 
company

Expected 4-12 hours / week 
depending on need

$30-40/hr depending on 
experience

Ongoing job throughout school 
year and next year if interested

Contact Bing at
binghan@post.harvard.edu
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gin this May and completion of the 
new building for early 2022. Bos-
ton Properties is the developer in 
charge of this site. 

 Th e bottom two fl oors of the pro-
posed building design have been 
designated for retail stores, restau-
rants, and a public lobby that con-
nects Kendall Plaza to the Kendall 
Rooftop Garden. Th e other 14 fl oors 
of the over-244-foot building are 
planned to be used as offi  ce space. 
As part of the project, a new head 
house for the Kendall Square out-
bound T station has been proposed 
and is pending MBTA approval. 

 According to a government 
aff airs update sent by the Cam-
bridge Chamber of Commerce in 
December 2018, Google is likely 
to be the anchor tenant of the new 
building. Th e building will con-
nect to Google’s current offi  ce at 
355 Main St. 

 Th e preliminary building design 
received scrutiny for blocking view 
of other buildings and light. Re-
vised plans published to the CRA 
website in January removed bulk 
from the building, expanding the 
gap separating it from other build-

ings. Furthermore, fl oor-to-ceiling 
height was reduced, allowing for 
an additional fl oor, increasing fl oor 
space. 

 However, according to a study 
included in the design document, 
the shadow of the proposed build-
ing would still cover up to 90 per-
cent of the rooftop garden behind 
it, depending on the season and 
time of day. 

 Discussion regarding plans for a 
new building began 2011 during the 
City of Cambridge’s K2 Planning 
process, Evans wrote. According 
to Evans, motivations for the new 
building include “allowing space 
for the innovation economy to grow 
in Kendall, building a more mixed 
use neighborhood, expanding pub-
lic amenities, and pursuing sustain-
able development.”   

 Murphy wrote that the COOP 
has the option of returning to the 
newly built commercial building 
at 325 Main St. when it is complete. 
Th e COOP had worked with the 
site developer, Boston Properties, 
for several months to agree on the 
relocation. 

 In the meantime, the COOP is 
expected to reopen at its temporary 
80 Broadway location on March 4. 

COOP to reopen Mar. 4
COOP, from Page 1

Are you dying to tell someone 
your latest ephiphany? 

Write about it! 

Join Campus Life @ The Tech!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu

KEVIN LY—THE TECH

The MIT COOP is relocating to a temporary, smaller location at 80 
Broadway, set to open March 4.
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the offi  cial opinion of Th e Tech. Th ey are 

written by the Editorial Board, which consists of Editor in 
Chief Jessica Shi and Opinion Editor Fiona Chen.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board 
members choosing to publish their disagreement with the 
editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons 
are written by individuals and represent the opinion of the 
author, not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic 
submissions are encouraged and should be sent to letters@
tech.mit.edu. Hard copy submissions should be addressed 
to Th e Tech, P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, 
or sent by interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All 
submissions are due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of 
publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters 
will not be accepted. Th e Tech reserves the right to edit or 
condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 

Once submitted, all letters become property of Th e Tech, and 
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also 
be posted on Th e Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published 
in any other format or medium now known or later that 
becomes known. Th e Tech makes no commitment to publish 
all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by 
members of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
Th e Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. Email is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff . If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by emailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send press 
releases, requests for coverage, and information about errors 
that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to the 
editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. Th e Tech can be 
found on the World Wide Web at http://thetech.com
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On Feb. 26–28, MIT will celebrate the 
opening of the Stephen A. Schwarzman 
College of Computing, named after the CEO 
of the Blackstone Group (the largest private 
equity fi rm in the U.S.). Schwarzman, who 
has a net personal worth of over $12 billion, 
invested $350 million in the initiative.

MIT claims “ethics” are integral to the 
college’s mission. MIT President Rafael 
Reif declared that, “As computing reshapes 
our world, MIT intends to help make sure 
it does so for the good of all.” Schwarzman 
said that “attention to ethics matters enor-
mously” to him and that “we will never 
realize the full potential of these advance-
ments unless they are guided by a shared 
understanding of their moral implications 
for society.”

However, the MIT administration’s 
conduct has been anything but “ethical.” 
First, there is MIT’s willingness to accept 
Schwarzman’s money, for which it has 
already been criticized. Concerns about 
Schwarzman are far ranging, from be-
ing an advisor to Donald Trump to head-
ing the Blackstone Group that spent mil-
lions opposing an aff ordable housing 
ballot measure in California. Last spring, 
Schwarzman hosted the Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) — 
a war criminal in charge of a repressive 
monarchy — after Blackstone received a 
$20 billion investment from his govern-
ment. All the while, millions of Yemenis 
are suff ering from starvation and disease 
as a consequence of the U.S.-backed, Sau-
di-led coalition’s assaults. MBS also has 
an extensive record of human rights viola-
tions at home, jailing and silencing activ-
ists (including women fi ghting for the right 
to drive). His government also persecuted 
Saudis across the globe who speak out 
against his policies (or who simply attempt 
to seek asylum elsewhere).

Schwarzman’s alliance with the Saudi 
crown prince represents an agenda of 
profi t at any cost, a far cry from the pious 
statements about “ethics” pronounced in 
public. Schwarzman’s vision is perhaps 
better captured by his 2011 remarks equat-
ing the Obama administration’s plan for a 
minor increase in corporate taxes (raising 
the “carried-interest tax”) to Hitler’s inva-
sion of Poland.

We should note that it is not just 
Schwarzman who has ties to MBS. Last 
spring, MIT offi  cials also received MBS as 
an honored guest and extended numer-
ous partnerships with his government. Th e 
upcoming celebrations only add insult to 
these injuries.

One of the slated featured speakers for 
Feb. 28 is Henry Kissinger, whom MIT in-
vited — and whom Schwarzman sees as a 

role model for U.S. foreign policy — despite 
his role in multiple atrocities worldwide. 
During his long career, Kissinger backed 
Indonesian dictator Suharto who, aided by 
U.S. intelligence, murdered up to a million 
of his own people. With Kissinger’s back-
ing as U.S. Secretary of State, Suharto also 
invaded East Timor in 1975, which led to 
the deaths of over one hundred thousand 
East Timorese. In Chile, Kissinger spear-
headed the Nixon administration’s suc-
cessful eff orts to topple the democratically 
elected government of Salvador Allende 
and install Augusto Pinochet’s brutal mili-
tary dictatorship.

In addition to his well-known role in 
prolonging the Vietnam War, Kissinger also 
orchestrated secret bombing campaigns 
in Cambodia and Laos. More bombs were 
dropped on Cambodia and Laos in those 
years than the Allies dropped on their en-
emies during all of World War II. To this 
day, unexploded bombs threaten the lives 
and livelihood of people in these regions. 
However, Kissinger remains unrepentant 
for his role in bloody invasions, bombings, 
and coups.

For the MIT administration, as for 
Schwarzman, money trumps concerns 
for human rights and economic justice. 
It is only fi tting, then, that political com-
mentator Th omas Friedman was also 
invited to speak at the upcoming event 
— as Friedman’s writing was pivotal in 
creating MBS’s image as a “reformer” in 
the media. Th is narrative distracted from 
MBS’s responsibility for atrocities in Ye-
men, which mainstream U.S. media only 
started seriously covering after columnist 
Jamal Khashoggi’s murder by a Saudi hit 
squad. In spite of criticism from students, 
faculty, and the local community, the 
MIT administration has refused to cut ties 
with the Saudi government or acknowl-
edge the depth of the harm in its contin-
ued relationship. Similarly, regarding the 
Schwarzman College, the administration 
has also failed to address numerous ques-
tions from students and faculty about the 
college’s direction and focus. Rather than 
engaging with the community, the admin-
istration adopted an uncritically “celebra-
tory” tone towards the college’s opening 
that caters to donors.

But how can we celebrate a college 
claiming to lead ethical, thoughtful re-
search when war criminals such as Kissing-
er are invited to speak? When the college 
is funded by the CEO of a company that 
accepts billions of dollars made by waging 
devastating wars on civilians? When MIT 
invites former Google CEO Eric Schmidt, 

who famously dismissed the very idea of 
privacy and the abusive powers of surveil-
lance, to help guide “ethical” computing re-
search? Or when MIT, in the height of cyni-
cism, picks Th omas Friedman to moderate 
a panel on “Computing for the People?” 
How can we believe that this new college 
will take justice, ethics, or morals seriously, 
given the fi gures MIT has chosen to repre-
sent the endeavor?

Underlying the whole of this is MIT’s 
growing quest for private sponsorship, 
military contracts, and the wrong kind of 
prestige. Rather than promoting thought-
ful discussion about the direction of the 
university, the administration stages Da-
vos-like spectacles, of which the Schwar-
zman College celebrations are a prime 
example.

For all these reasons, we are calling on 
MIT’s administration to cancel the Feb-
ruary celebrations for the new college 
and issue an apology for inviting Henry 
Kissinger. If they are not canceled, we 
urge the MIT community to boycott these 
celebrations.

Since this won’t be suffi  cient to address 
the deep structural fl aws of our Institute 
and especially the Schwarzman College, 
we invite everyone to an alternate event at 
5:30 p.m. on Feb. 26, organized by students 
and other members of the community, to 
discuss these systemic issues and the direc-
tion of the university. Finally, we ask faculty 
to support and enable participation in the 
alternate event Feb.  26 and in the urgent 
discussion it seeks to foster.

Email MIT.CoC.protest@gmail.com to 
receive updates about the alternative event.

Signatories:
Alonso Espinosa Domínguez, Class of 2020
Remy Bassett-Audain, Class of 2020
Husayn Karimi, Class of 2019
Berenice Estrada, Class of 2019
Claire Isabel Webb, PhD Candidate
Ruth Perry, Professor
Sally Haslanger, Professor
Jonathan King, Professor
Kevin Leonardo, SB 2018
Sarah Aladetan, SB 2018
Agnes Fury Cameron, MAS 2019
Yarden Katz, PhD 2014
Andrew Bolton, PhD 2014
Lauren Surface, PhD 2014
Kade Crockford, 

MIT Media Lab Director’s Fellow
Katherine McConachie, Manager, 

MIT Media Lab Learning Initiative
Subrata Ghoshroy, Research Affi  liate, STS
Alice Pote, Software Engineer, 

MIT Open Learning
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 Celebrating war criminals at MIT’s 
‘ethical’ College of Computing 
 MIT claims that ethical considerations will be central to College of 
Computing’s work, but its actions have suggested otherwise 

Schwarzman’s alliance 
with the Saudi Crown 
Prince represents an 
agenda of profi t at any 
cost.

For the MIT 
administration, as for 
Schwarzman, money 
trumps concerns for 
human rights and 
economic justice.

For all these reasons, 
we are calling on MIT’s 
administration to 
cancel the February 
celebrations for the new 
College.
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A news article in last week’s is-
sue about President Reif ’s decision on 
Saudi Arabia misstated that the costs 
associated with termination rights were 
considered in the evaluation process. 
In fact, the costs were not considered.

A news article in last week’s issue 
about the swastika found in Lobby 7 
stated that Dean Suzy Nelson emailed 
the MIT community about the inci-
dent. In fact, the letter was written by 
both Nelson and Interim ICEO Alyce 
Johnson.

The solutions to last week’s cross-
word puzzle “Stake a Claim” were for 

the wrong puzzle. The correct solutions 
are included below.

Thursday, February 14, 2019 The Tech 5

CORRECTIONS

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Financial support of 
MIT is unethical

President Reif and Provost Lester have 
thrown their lots — and MIT’s — in with 
those who allow business to trump mo-
rality. This is inexcusable at any institu-
tion of higher learning, and I am upset to 
see it happening at my alma mater. The 
argument that MIT cannot cease working 

with the nation of Saudi Arabia without 
punishing its worthy scholars is a cynical 
(and unproven) smokescreen that serves 
to obscure a much less palatable idea — 
that state-sanctioned murder to silence a 
journalist can be rationalized as a minor 
transgression, so as not to damage a lucra-
tive relationship.  

In view of MIT’s ethical failure, I have 
concluded that financial support of MIT is 
in turn unethical. I will instead be support-
ing Reporters Without Borders.

— Jim Newman SB ’79, SM ’84

By Hairuo Guo

Each August, a buzzing on campus be-
trays the presence of two optimization 
problems. One is the emergence of cicada 
nymphs, some species of which mature in 
cycles of coprime years to avoid a dearth 
of resources. The other also involves a pro-
gression to a new stage in life — the arrival 
and subsequent housing assignment of first 
years. Shortly after stepping foot on campus, 
new students must move into temporary 
rooms, determine the residential commu-
nities of which they'd like to be a part, and 
move yet again once final assignments are 
made. This sequence is accomplished with 
the assistance of an older population: up-
per-level students do their part to represent 
their living groups and, eventually, assign 
the actual rooms.

Cicadas might have arrived at a solution 
to their problem through natural selection, 
but the problem of placing the incoming 
class is often solved using mutual selection: 
a collection of dorm-distinct processes that 
are used to match new residents with intra-
dorm communities using the preferences of 
both. However, this long-standing practice is 
in peril. Seeking to prevent forced moves and 
minimize feelings of rejection among first 
years, Chancellor Barnhart and Dean Nel-
son of the DSL have charged student lead-
ers of campus dorms to redesign the room 
assignment procedures for their respective 
communities. New designs must conform to 
two criteria: upper-level students must not 

preference or select new members of their 
living groups (therefore precluding mutual 
selection), and first years must have the 
option to remain in, or “squat,” their initial 
rooming assignments.

Although both requirements seem rea-
sonable prima facie, they threaten to dimin-
ish community cohesion in dorms with floor 
cultures and convolute an already compli-
cated housing process. Indeed, first years 
that “squat” will have avoided the hassle of 
moving twice — but it will likely come at the 
cost of long-term wellbeing. Since the ma-
jority of first years arrive on campus before 
the official move-in date (and before most 
upper-level students are back for the fall), 
the only information that is immediately 
present is that of situational convenience. 
What is not present is information about the 
essence of a community: the personalities of 
its individuals. New residents that decide to 
“squat” based on first impressions of prox-
imity and cosmetics — who attempt to play 
it safe in the face of uncertainty about the 
second, final assignment — will have done 
so without the benefit of knowing who they 
would like to live with. Complacent with 
their initial assignment, they will also have 
no further incentive to take part in explor-
atory events that showcase cultures and fos-
ter friendships across a dorm as a whole.

Furthermore, it is naive to expect that 
unobvious but nonetheless vital insights 
could be effectively communicated to new 
residents through summer materials. Some 
insights concern details of a granularity that 

translates poorly to summaries (e.g., which 
rooms are close to noise or have neighbors 
who enjoy burning pungent incense); oth-
ers, if broadly advertised, could jeopardize 
the safety of current and prospective resi-
dents (e.g., which living groups have a large 
LGBTQ+ representation). Thus, “squatting” 
leads to situations that are ripe for regret 
and later complicates logistics regarding 
requests for housing transfers. In dorms 
where the majority of rooms house multiple 
residents, it instantly amounts to additional 
restrictions that over-burdened assignment 
committees must then scramble to satisfy.

Disallowing mutual selection will re-
sult in short and long-term repercussions, 
too. Beyond the questionable efficacy of 
a policy meant to eliminate feelings of re-
jection among first years, (which rests on 
a double standard, since FSILGs will con-
tinue to offer bids), this new policy is ques-
tionably effective in other regards. Solely 
taking into account the preferences of new 
residents during housing assignments will 
serve to change only the nature, not num-
ber, of anecdotal complaints and to dimin-
ish upper-level student engagement. With 
mutual selection, upper-level students in 
living groups are able to determine and 
indicate desired outcomes for their com-
munities, using honest interactions with 
prospective members as bases. Ignore what 
those desires are, however, and upper-level 
students will be forced to try to realize them 
through other means. Prominent living 
groups — often those with distinctive cul-
tures that pique the interests of many new 
residents — will likely resort to actively dis-
suading many first years from ranking them 
highly. The type of candid, positive interac-
tions that currently abound in intra-dorm 
exploratory events will then be supplanted 
by the direct confrontations that define an 
“anti-rush,” where current residents may be 
deliberately abrasive or hurtful to those that 
might not thrive on their floors. Other com-
munities can expect reduced buy-in from 
upper-level students, who will be pushed 

towards apathy by the erasure of their 
agency. The results of the 2017 Dorm Life 
Survey indicate that for undergraduates, 
their peers are often the go-tos for advice 
on a wide range of topics; given that upper-
level students often perform the function of 
experienced, informal mentors, weakened 
ties between them and first years will have 
grave consequences.

Blindly applying the criteria that Chan-
cellor Barnhart and Dean Nelson have 
provided can only isolate incoming classes 
from the earned wisdom of older students 
when it is much needed — both during the 
first weeks of each fall and in the many that 
follow. Luckily, the motivations behind the 
re-evaluation of how first years move-in 
and are assigned can be met without such 
heavy-handed mandates. For instance, ran-
domness can be introduced into algorithms 
used for mutual selection to reduce feelings 
of rejection, and the details of the move-in 
and room assignment process can be bet-
ter advertised so that new residents do not 
unpack unnecessarily before their second 
move. Regardless of what changes dorms 
make to their policies, they must be accom-
panied by strong assurances that admin-
istrators will do their part by guaranteeing 
that the materials and knowledge for a less 
frustrating move-in will be properly dissem-
inated. To expect otherwise — that these two 
requirements would generalize well across a 
campus as diverse as ours — is to hope that 
they won't lead to a system where students, 
like cicadas, self-segregate in years: where, 
in the place of mutual selection, we are left 
with mutual exclusion.

Hairuo Guo is a master's degree candidate 
at MIT and a former resident of East Campus.

GUEST COLUMN

From mutual selection to mutual exclusion
The redesign of living community room assignment procedures will isolate incoming classes 
from older students and diminish floor culture

Chancellor Barnhart 
and Dean Nelson of 
the DSL have charged 
student leaders of 
campus dorms to 
redesign the room 
assignment procedures.

They threaten to 
diminish community 
cohesion in dorms 
with floor cultures and 
convolute an already 
complicated housing 
process. 

Weakened ties between 
upper-level students 
and first years will have 
grave consequences.

By Opinion Writer
STAFF REPORTER

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 
elit. Nunc nulla dolor, sagittis ut ultricies blandit, vulpu-
tate quis velit. Aenean tortor lacus, tincidunt eget vehic-
ula quis, gravida et purus. Integer laoreet purus id velit 
vestibulum eu blandit felis lobortis.

Sed vel diam sapien, at sodales sapien. Donec sed 
libero est, at ornare neque. Integer ut nibh massa. Read 
this far looking for hidden messages? I commend you! 
Ut dapibus augue et lacus lobortis semper. Proin tempor 
quam eget ante porta vel pellentesque nulla bibendum. 
Donec elit quam, auctor eu viverra quis, consequat quis 
nisi. Vestibulum ante enim, bibendum vel condimen-
tum quis, vehicula eu magna. Pellentesque vitae leo sit 
amet est semper malesuada. Suspendisse eu dui in lor-
em venenatis pellentesque vel quis tortor.

Nulla id felis quis dui euismod accumsan quis non 
eros. Sed ut turpis at nulla condimentum scelerisque. 
Etiam neque leo, dapibus sollicitudin ultricies eu, vul-
putate ut ipsum. Praesent pretium placerat rhoncus. Ali-
quam erat volutpat. Etiam adipiscing porttitor sodales.

Nam eu mi augue, id tempor ligula. Ut ac tincidunt 
mi. Integer porttitor diam ut arcu convallis rutrum. 
Donec cursus, mauris non adipiscing pharetra, nibh 
arcu fermentum diam, lobortis lacinia diam nisi at justo. 
Morbi malesuada donlan escrow manifold tellus vitae 
nibh scelerisque ut imperdiet arcu blandit. Donec vi-
tae dictum neque. Donec vitae semper ligula. Nullam 
pharetra, mi non fringilla tempus, leo justo luctus elit, ut 
malesuada sapien enim ac risus. Fusce nulla mauris, ali-
quam ut facilisis eu, tristique non lorem. Be an editor for 
The Tech, and you too can add fake messages to lorem 
ipsum text. Maecenas risus dui, tempus vitae gravida in, 
tristique et dolor. Quisque lacinia tellus eget leo volut-

pat vulputate. Aenean dapibus tellus eu nunc blandit 
facilisis. Pellentesque nec nisl in leo dictum gravida et 
sit amet justo. Etiam sollicitudin nisl id urna ultrices a 
pulvinar tortor blandit.

Sed lacinia justo eget urna vulputate nec sollicitudin 
enim malesuada. Cras tempus, magna nec volutpat vo-
lutpat, elit velit malesuada dui, ac dignissim nisi nulla 
quis urna. Classes start tomorrow, and you’re still read-
ing this? Nam aliquam, eros nec consectetur iaculis, sem 
lacus auctor elit, vel posuere sapien turpis rutrum lorem. 
Duis augue nulla, pellentesque ut varius ut, rhoncus sit 
amet ligula. Curabitur sapien eros, lacinia vitae lobortis 
ut, blandit sed eros. Duis dui ipsum, convallis vel ali-
quam vitae, gravida sed erat. A lolcat should have gone 
here. Aliquam porttitor, erat et pellentesque porta, nisi 
nunc consectetur lorem, sed dictum mi orci ac turpis. 
Nullam rhoncus porta ante nec eleifend. Maybe another 
one here. Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci 
luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; Aenean pretium 
ultrices lorem, sit amet eleifend est congue et. Nulla con-
sequat, turpis at laoreet venenatis, justo ligula lobortis 
metus, et dapibus justo diam at enim. Donec adipiscing 
fermentum scelerisque. Duis vel vestibulum lacus. Ut 
nec tortor nisl, ut vehicula lacus. Mauris tortor tortor, (it 
repeats the same word? That’s lame) pretium eget mattis 
dictum, eleifend bibendum metus. Praesent enim nulla, 
gravida non auctor quis, molestie vel sapien. Praesent 
interdum auctor laoreet. Vestibulum fringilla imperdiet 
posuere. Aliquam vitae euismod odio. Vestibulum a eros 
dolor, at ultricies erat.

Duis posuere sem ipsum. Donec volutpat suscipit 
ultricies. Quisque tempor aliquet leo eget mattis. Sus-
pendisse scelerisque faucibus blandit. Maecenas pu-
rus elit, cursus id aliquam in, viverra non quam. Duis 
luctus ante sed massa pellentesque eu ultrices dolor 
porta. Nunc orci turpis, lobortis ac euismod ultricies, 

feugiat sed lacus. Suspendisse viverra commodo sem, 
id ullamcorper urna vestibulum sed. Join opinion. Join 
opinion. Join opinion. Fusce ornare consectetur risus, a 
consequat metus cursus sit amet. Suspendisse porttitor 
hendrerit nisl id fringilla. Maecenas commodo eros quis 
dolor lacinia pharetra.

Quisque vel blandit dui. Etiam mattis, felis non auc-
tor commodo, nibh libero fermentum orci, at laoreet au-
gue nibh non turpis. Class aptent taciti sociosqu ad litora 
torquent per conubia nostra, per inceptos himenaeos. 
Aenean vel libero sit amet sapien lobortis dignissim vel 
et est. Class aptent taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent per 
conubia nostra, per inceptos himenaeos. Nunc in conval-
lis ante. In dolor est, vulputate sed suscipit ut, venenatis 
quis metus. Suspendisse tincidunt mauris ut nunc sol-
licitudin sed mollis enim adipiscing. I really hope we get 
more opinion staff. Duis turpis est, mollis nec tempus sit 
amet, mollis vitae quam. Mauris auctor, magna placerat 
placerat egestas, tortor ante accumsan urna, vel placerat 
mauris sapien non purus. Quisque bibendum cursus 
scelerisque. Duis viverra interdum luctus. Nam suscipit, 
sapien at rhoncus auctor, dolor augue vulputate nisi, 
non eleifend eros velit non libero.

Phasellus pretium sem eget risus mattis eu feugiat 
purus laoreet. Suspendisse potenti. Sed vestibulum 
hendrerit dapibus. Cras rhoncus lobortis eros in porta. 
Vestibulum non elit justo. Sed vehicula tempus dolor at 
vestibulum. Etiam ornare dapibus elit, id dapibus metus 
feugiat nec. Fusce sodales eleifend suscipit. Aliquam 
rhoncus nisi eget neque ullamcorper viverra. Fusce ip-
sum mi, elementum nec luctus non, fringilla at dui. We 
could really use another lolcat right here too. In vitae tur-
pis eget ipsum ultrices varius. Nam scelerisque congue 
lorem vel tempus.

Nullam sem est, consequat iaculis tincidunt quis, 
congue vel sem. Duis nisi turpis, euismod eget suscipit 

Ud tem iure tie tate exerostrud esto exerote
Quat praeseq uiscill andrerostie magna consequissi.Um eui te feu facil u

[Your Article Goes Here]

Write for Tech Opinion

join@tech.mit.edu
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By Husayn Karimi and Arif Hussain

This year’s annual MIT India Conference 
is slated for Feb. 16, 2019. Similar to earlier 
years, the conference has listed a phalanx of 
Indian speakers drawn from tech, business, 
politics, and entertainment. It is organized 
by students, staff, and faculty across different 
departments at MIT, and speakers are pri-
marily sourced from the networks of faculty 
advisors and students. Add to that the MIT 
brand name, and it’s not very difficult to at-
tract prominent figures from India.

One speaker that stands out this year is 
Subramanian Swamy. Swamy is a member 
of India’s current ruling party, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), and is a nominated mem-
ber of the Indian Parliament’s upper house. 
A Harvard-trained economist, Swamy has 
had a controversial academic and politi-
cal past. After briefly teaching economics 
at Harvard, he went back to India and for a 
short while taught at the Indian Institute of 
Technology, Delhi, got fired and joined poli-
tics in the early 1970s.

In his almost five-decade-long political 
career, Swamy has mostly associated with 
center-right to far-right political parties. He 
started out with the Brahmin nationalist party 

Jan Sangh — the predecessor of BJP — in the 
70s and after many flings with multiple politi-
cal formations, including the Indian National 
Congress, officially joined the BJP in 2013.

On July 16, 2011, in an op-ed in Indian 
newspaper Daily News and Analysis titled 
“How to wipe out Islamic terror,” Swamy pro-
posed, among other things, to “[r]emove the 
masjid [mosque] in Kashi Vishwanath tem-
ple complex, and 300 others in other sites as 
a tit-for-tat,” and to “declare India as Hindu 
Rashtra in which only those non-Hindus 
can vote if they proudly acknowledge that 
their ancestors are Hindus.” The op-ed was 
criticized by readers but was also praised 
within the Brahmin Supremacist ecosystem 
of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), 
the parent organization of BJP. The Harvard 
Division of Continuing Education, which 
runs the Harvard Summer School program 
at which Swamy taught, initially supported 
Swamy in the name of free speech and re-
sisted the calls to censure him. Neoconser-
vatives in the U.S. were delighted and Fox 
News did an interview with Swamy, in which 
the interviewer Steve Doocy said, “Your op-
ed was absolutely right. People have got to 
stand-up to Islamic terror.” Swamy also com-

mended Harvard for being a “beacon light” 
for free speech by allowing him to continue 
as a summer school instructor.

The episode made Swamy famous in the 
U.S., but it came at a cost. Later in Decem-
ber, Harvard faculty voted to discontinue 
Swamy’s summer school courses, effectively 
shutting him out of Harvard. The decision 
was largely supported by students.

Swamy’s outbursts against social and reli-
gious minorities of India didn't stop with the 
inflammatory and Islamophobic op-ed he 
penned in 2011.

In 2016, following the suicide of Rohith 
Vemula, a bright Dalit — a social group kept 
outside the Brahminical social caste system’s 
hierarchy and thus historically suppressed 
— PhD  candidate, large scale protests by 
members of oppressed castes broke out all 
over India and abroad. Swamy called these 
protesters “dogs” in a tweet from his official 
Twitter handle.

In recent times, Swamy has been in the 
news for speaking out against the decriminal-
ization of sex between consenting adults of 
the same gender, insisting that homosexuali-
ty is “not a normal thing.” Swamy said, “These 
are all American habits, there's a lot of money 
behind it. The Americans want to open gay 

bars, and it'll be a cover for pedophiles and a 
huge rise in HIV cases. It is a danger to our na-
tional security.” In another interview, Swamy 
said that “being homosexual” is “not normal,” 
is “against Hindutva,” and needs “medical re-
search to see if it can be cured.” Hardly kind to 
people with mental and psychiatric disorders 
either, Swamy warned against bipolar people 
joining politics, describing them as violent 
and unfit to “lead a public life.”

It is interesting to see the return of Swa-
my to the north banks of the Charles River, 
this time to MIT. There is already a petition 
on Change.org imploring President Reif to 
disinvite Swamy from the conference, and 
earlier this week, a group of MIT faculty 
members wrote to President Reif and Pro-
vost Schmidt expressing their opposition to 
the India conference’s invitation to Swamy. 
So far the people behind Swamy’s invita-
tion, notably Prof. S.P. Kothari — also the 
Chairman of last year’s World Hindu Con-
gress in Chicago, an RSS jamboree — are 
silent on the ongoing protest. Coming at 
the heels of MIT’s recent refusal to dissoci-
ate from Mohammad bin Salman and Saudi 
investment, whether this invitation signi-
fies the MIT administration’s conscious 
tip towards a more conservative, even re-
actionary worldview, or is just an attempt 
by vested interests to establish currency 
for a particular political viewpoint, will be 
judged by the final decision on the matter 
by MIT leadership.

Husayn Karimi is a member of the MIT 
Class of 2019 studying computer science. Arif 
Hussain is an activist and political analyst 
based in the Boston area. 

Editor’s note: this article was published 
online Feb. 9. 

GUEST COLUMN

Shunned by Harvard, feted by MIT
Subramanian Swamy, a member of India’s ruling party, is set to speak at the MIT India 
Conference despite his homophobic and Islamophobic past

In his almost five-
decade-long political 
career, Swamy has 
mostly associated with 
center-right to far-right 
political parties.

Later in December, 
Harvard faculty voted 
to discontinue Swamy’s 
summer school courses, 
effectively shutting him 
out of Harvard.

In an interview, 
Swamy said that “being 
homosexual” is “not 
normal,” is “against 
Hindutva,” and needs 
“medical research to see 
if it can be cured.”

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Chancellor and 
provost respond to 
column on MIT India 
Conference

To the Editors,
Each year, the MIT India Conference is 

organized and run by MIT graduate students, 
with the guidance of faculty and staff advi-
sors. When it takes place this year on Feb. 
16, Dr. Subramanian Swamy is scheduled to 

speak by video on the subject of the Indian 
economy.

Because some of Dr. Swamy’s past public 
statements are sharply out of step with MIT’s 
values of inclusiveness and respect, a num-
ber of people inside and outside our com-
munity are asking the MIT administration to 
intercede and rescind his invitation to speak.

This is a moment when two of our most 
deeply held values — freedom of expression 
and inclusion — are in conflict. For MIT as 
a university, guarding freedom of expression 
is fundamental to our mission of advancing 
knowledge and educating students. We are 
and must be committed to ensuring that dif-
ferent points of view — even those we reject 
— can be heard and debated in a respectful 

and safe way. At the same time, however, as 
a global institution that depends on bringing 
together talented people from around the 
world, we are and must be profoundly com-
mitted to making sure we create a commu-
nity where people of every background — in 
terms of nationality, race, religion, sexual 
orientation and more — can feel welcome 
and supported. 

In this instance, our students have cho-
sen to allow Dr. Swamy to speak. We support 
their right to do so, and we expect to main-
tain our community’s standards of open, re-
spectful dialogue.

Sincerely,
Chancellor Cynthia Barnhart

Provost Martin Schmidt

Wanna make 
columns?

Not an 
architect?

Join 
Campus Life 
at � e Tech!

join@tech.mit.edu
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Faculty advisor 
responds to column 
on MIT India 
Conference

To the Editors,
I am writing in my capacity as an advi-

sor to the student organizers of the MIT 
India Conference, scheduled for this Satur-
day, and as faculty director of the MIT-India 
Program.

The opinion column published in The 
Tech, “Shunned by Harvard, feted by MIT,” 
describes the controversy surrounding Dr. 
Subramanian Swamy, a member of India’s 
ruling party who will join the conference 
by video. The writers detail a number of 
statements Dr. Swamy has made and sug-

gest that his participation is out of sync 
with MIT’s values. I would like to offer some 
perspective.

First, the conference organizers and 
faculty advisors have an unequivocal and 
unwavering commitment to MIT’s val-
ues.  Among those values is inclusion, of 
course, but also freedom of expression and 
a willingness to listen to those whose views 
may differ from our own.  Dr. Swamy will 
speak about India’s economic future, a topic 
I believe is appropriate for the MIT India 
Conference.  The student organizers have 
programmed the event to include a diver-
sity of opinions.  It’s important to note that 
inclusion does not equate to endorsement 
— by the organizers, the advisors, or the In-
stitute.  My role as an advisor and educator 
is to position our students to engage with, 
not isolate themselves from, those with 
different — sometimes even abhorrent — 
views. Therefore, I think it is important that 
we find opportunities to hear from those 

with whom we disagree. As moderator of Dr. 
Swamy’s session, I will work to maintain a 
dialogue that is open but respectful.

Second, the event is student run, with the 
guidance of faculty and staff advisors. Over 
the last few days, as the student organiz-
ers faced pressure to disinvite Dr. Swamy, 
they came together to consider how best to 
proceed. Some feel that Dr. Swamy’s state-
ments are so egregious as to make him 
unfit to participate.  Others believe he has 
something important to say about India’s 
future. I understand and respect both posi-
tions.  Ultimately, the students took a vote, 
with the majority opposed to rescinding the 
invitation.  

While the student organizers are divided 
on this particular issue, I am grateful for their 
dedication to this important conference. And 
I am grateful for their willingness to work to-
gether despite their differences of opinion.

Sincerely,
S.P. Kothari

Have something to say?
Write opinion for The Tech!
opinion@tech.mit.edu
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By Alana Chandler
STAFF WRITER

Art is a visceral form of storytelling that 
has existed throughout human history. It 
captures the human experience across gen-
erations, cultures, and places. Time melts 
the raw, rock-etched pictographs and fruit-
dyed pigments stroked on cave walls into 
the sinewy marble sculptures of the Romans 
and natural landscapes of Asian woodblock 
prints. Time flows, transforming art along 
with it, swirling in a current of emerging 
technologies of each age: from the simple 
wheel enabling the sculptor to move large 
stones to chemical processes blooming vi-
brant dyes to digital photography capturing 
scenes with pixel instead of paint. The pow-
erful influence that evolving technologies 
have on artistic expression, or perhaps art 
itself — the innate messages and techniques 
— propels the growth of human civiliza-
tion. Technology shapes our thinking and 
self-expression. As the 21st century rapidly 
brings us closer to a world woven with the 
synthetic threads of artificial intelligence 
and automation, how will art react?

This is one of many questions that fuel 
research-based artist Ani Liu SM ’17 in her 
transdisciplinary work. Her pieces encom-
pass the intersection of aesthetics, science, 
design, and technology. In one project, Liu 
took an alternative perspective on the tra-
ditional artistic motif of the human portrait. 
Instead of painting a figure on a canvas, Liu 
used silicon, oil, wax, minerals and hair to 
symbolically dissociate the body into its 
constituent components as a deconstruct-
ed machine: water, fat, protein, and miner-
als. She also added non-organic elements, 
such as microcontrollers and diodes, to 
represent a future where technology is in-
tegrated in our bodies. Confronting the 
viewer with the materiality of life, the piece 
begs the questions, What does it mean to be 
human and alive? How did such rudimen-
tary building blocks create the phenomena 
of qualia, subjectivity, and sentience? In an-
other project, Liu created performance art 
in which female participants could control 
a magnified plate of sperm with their mind 
using a headpiece that measured the elec-
trical activity on one’s scalp — a compelling 
feat, both technically and politically. Con-
textualized in an era of “locker room talk,” 
contraceptive regulation, and age-old sex-
ual abuse, this subversive counternarrative 
pushes viewers to reflect on what agency, or 
the lack thereof, a woman has in controlling 
her body. From virtual reality to MRIs to 
microbiomes, Liu leverages the technolo-
gies around us as media to redefine this 
era’s version of contemporary art.

Growing up in Chinatown as the child 
of immigrants, she was pushed towards sci-
ence and math in what she describes as “a 
very typical Asian American fashion.” How-
ever, she always dreamed of becoming an 
artist. “Finding a way to make art with the 
tools of science and technology was my way 
of integrating both the pressure I felt from 
my culture and my family, and then also 
pursuing my passion,” Liu said. In integrat-
ing technology with art, Liu felt that she 
“finally found a way to voice the questions 
[she] wanted to ask.”

Despite this intense passion, Liu had res-
ervations about becoming an artist in a so-
ciety that most values commercial products, 
materiality, and corporations. When dis-
cussing this doubt with her mentor at uni-
versity, he suggested Liu think about politi-
cal revolutions: “You know what the regimes 
always stifle first? They kill the artists first.”

Liu can pinpoint the project that 
launched her journey into the amalgam 

of art, philosophy, and science. While she 
was an architecture master’s student at 
Harvard, one of her design professors, Dr. 
Krzysztof Wodiczko, mentioned in class 
the idea of “cultural prosthetics” — wear-
able technologies, like Google Glass and 
bodily implants, that reflect the ideas, cus-
toms, and social behaviors of society. These 
technologies are designed to be additions 
or interventions that eventually “become” 
part of you and your identity, blurring the 
boundary between human and machine. 
Outside of class, Liu read Sherry Trickle’s 
Alone Together, which discusses the idea 
that, even though technologies connect so-
ciety more than ever with global networks 
that run 24/7, many people actually feel 
more isolated. That concept resonated with 
Liu, recalling times at parties when, instead 
of talking with those around her, she would 
ease her social anxiety by looking at her 
phone. Liu began to wonder, “Can I build 
something that would force me to interact 
with people?”

Her first piece was inspired by these ques-
tions. It was a helmet that prevented her from 
seeing anyone unless they stepped up and 
held her hand. On her hand was a capaci-
tive touch sensor that was connected to the 
helmet by a wire running up her arm. That 
sensor, in turn, triggered a gear that caused 
an iris in the helmet to open and close like 
the aperture to a camera. During this project, 
she also learned how to use an arduino and 
3D printer; Liu said, “I spent my life learning 
how to draw and sculpt, and with these tools, 
I could give [my art] a brain.”

In addition to a mind, Liu gives her art 
smells. She created a string of scent-based 
works after reading a quote by Caroline 
Jones, an MIT professor in the architec-
ture department: “Smell is preverbal and 
has no capacity to pretend.” When looking 
at something, one interprets the symbols, 
piecing them together to form meaning. 
By contrast, Liu believes that “smell goes 
straight to the core of emotions, clutching 
your body.”

Her “Smelfie Project” — a title that is a 
play on the words “smell” and “selfie” — 
is one in which she captures the scent of 
loved ones to create a “human perfume.” 
As unique as the project is in and of itself, 
Liu’s path to the project is just as intrigu-
ing. Learning about biotechnology for the 
first time, she was looking at what moti-
vated its progress, like genetic engineer-
ing in agriculture. She unavoidably arrived 
at the products of Monsanto, a “Big Agro” 
company, where she learned that some of 
the genetic engineering embodied in their 
seeds has nothing to do with the nutrition 
or survival of the seeds. Rather, the seeds 
were designed so that farmers could not 
plant crops that reproduced themselves, 
thus forcing farmers to keep buying seeds 
every season, engineering an organism for 
the purpose of supreme capitalism. Liu 
was shaken by such a brazen use of bioen-
gineering, a revolutionary technology, to 
grow pure profit instead of crops.

Instead of engineering infertile seeds 
for patent, Liu wondered how she could 
harness this technology for artmaking. 
What type of plant would she create if she 
could grow anything? Her thoughts me-
andered over “time capsule plants” which 
would blossom flowers that smelled like a 
specific person to preserve their memory. 
Unfortunately, the barriers of money, 
time, and scientific manpower prevented 
her from actually cultivating such an or-
ganism. As a byproduct of her research 
on capturing human scent, she instead 
developed a method for crafting a per-
fume that smelled like a particular person 
— the “Smelfie Project” was born. She put 
stinky t-shirts from her peers through gas 
chromatography, measuring molecular 
weights, to reverse engineer what mole-

cules were in the smells. She also used tra-
ditional botanical perfume-making tech-
niques, soaking the smelly garments in 
solvents to capture the volatile molecules, 
and then distilled the resulting essence. 
“This project was very meaningful to me,” 
Liu said, “because in all the ways we as hu-
mans try to hold onto ephemeral moments 
in time, like taking many photographs, this 
was a different way of recording a moment 
in time.”

The idea of scent as a time capsule led 
Liu to consider astronauts — those thrust 
into an environment of ultimate unfamiliar-
ity. Liu said she feels as though researchers 
“do so much investigation on jet propulsion, 
logistics, astrophysics,” yet she was “inter-
ested in the emotional qualities of the per-
son who was on this journey.” What would 
it be like to be on a one-way trip to space? 
What would happen if we actually destroyed 
the environmental resources on Earth and 
could no longer live here? “I was trying to 
imagine giving birth in space, like raising 
children there, maybe that child never hav-
ing smelled the smell of the ocean. How 
could I again make this kind of memory 
time capsule where current or future astro-
nauts could connect to Earth?” She was ul-
timately successful in capturing smells like 
dirt and the sea by working with the Interna-
tional Flavors and Fragrance Incorporation. 
As artistically innovative as her idea was, 
she had to consider many scientific factors 
before testing her project out in zero grav-
ity. One consideration was that zero gravity 
redistributes the blood in one’s body, caus-
ing more blood to travel to the head, which 
makes one’s nose stuffy. Therefore, Liu had 
to make notes of certain smells stronger.

Liu’s captivation with the human body 
extends to the bacteria that inhabit us. As 
an MIT Media Lab graduate student, Lui 
attended a microbiology lecture about ster-
ile mice born without microbiomes, who 

were later exposed to the microbiomes 
of an aggressive or anxious mouse. Mice 
given the microbiomes of the aggressive 
mouse became aggressive themselves, and 
the same for mice given the microbiomes 
of the anxious mouse. Liu said, “This was 
very pivotal for me because up until then I 
had understood behavior as nature versus 
nurture, but the idea that my microbiome 
could influence my moods and behaviors 
was so weird — another organism shaping 
who I am!” She found beauty in this real-
ization as well, in that it removes some of 
one’s ego in knowing that “I’m not just me, 
but I’m me plus a million other organisms 
culminating me.”

Liu decided to explore the invis-
ible prevalence of microbiomes through 
a series of self-portraits. She took a cast of 
her face and mouth to make a mold and 
poured in agar and microbial nutrients to 
make a “petri-dish” sculpture of her face. 
She then kissed this human-like petri-dish 
to impart her microbial cultures onto it. 
After incubating and growing the cultures, 
she created a visual reflection of her mi-
crobiome, ripe with blue fuzz, white puffs, 
and a plethora of other oddly mesmerizing 
bacterial patterns.

Through her artistic investigations, Liu 
has come to the realization that, “at the end 
of the day, we’re just meat machines that 
deeply, emotionally, feel.” As rational, logi-
cal, and systematic as we make ourselves 
to be, Liu says that humans will always be 
drawn to consuming and making art be-
cause it captures some core essence of liv-
ing in us. Liu’s scientific, research-based art 
is not only entertaining and beautiful, but 
also educates viewers on how technologies 
shape what it means to be human, how we 
interact with each other, and our relation-
ship to ourselves.

Ani Liu’s work can be found at the fol-
lowing website: https://ani-liu.com

ARTIST FEATURE

Human-scented perfume, bacteria-painted 
sculptures, mind-controlled sperm
Research-based artist and MIT graduate Ani Liu redefines contemporary art

HANG XU

Ani’s first project combining art and science, Eyeris is a ‘cultural prosthetic’ prevent-
ing its wearer from seeing unless someone else holds their hand.

As the 21st century 
rapidly brings us 
closer to a world 
woven with the 
synthetic threads of 
artificial intelligence 
and automation, how 
will art react?

“You know what the 
regimes always stifle 
first? They kill the 
artists first.”

Liu says, “I spent my 
life learning how to 
draw and sculpt, and 
with these tools, I 
could give [my art] a 
brain.”

Liu’s captivation 
with the human body 
extends to the bacteria 
that inhabit us. 
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By Kaitlyn Hennacy

Christina Tosi — well known for judging 
MasterChef and saying, “Life’s too short to 
worry about how many cookies you ate today” 
in a Chef’s Table episode about her — opened 
a Cambridge location of her bakery Feb. 2.

The original Milk Bar in New York City be-
gan Tosi’s rise to fame. Now, the bakery has 
a foothold in Harvard Square near the T sta-
tion. Excited about the hype around its cereal 
milk ice cream and crack pie, I headed there 
with Sharon Chao ’21 and Rujul Gandhi ’22 to 
share the sugar rush.

Since I read two of her books and 
watched her Chef’s Table episode three en-
tire times, I had high expectations for the 
desserts that have gained the attention of 
500,000 Instagram followers.

I was not disappointed. The desserts there 
are different from what you would find at any 
other bakery. Part of the reason is the dehy-
drated milk powder that gives many of the 
treats a subtle flavor that’s hard to give a name 
to. If you have never had dry milk powder, it 

does not taste like regular milk. I can’t de-
scribe it easily, but I would say it is a little salty 
with a very mild milk-candy flavor. It’s inter-
esting how this ingredient brings together so 
many items on the menu.

We ordered a sampler of Milk Bar’s “great-
est hits.” First, I tried the cereal milk ice cream 
with cornflake crunch, a beautiful cup of soft-
serve with its edges rolled in golden cereal. 
Upon first taste, the saltiness of the cornflake 
crunch surprised me. Buttery with the addict-
ing taste of dry milk powder, the cornflakes 
delivered genuine crunch that was lacking 
from everything else we tried. The milk pow-
der taste was present in the ice cream. It was 
hard to see why it was called cereal milk ice 
cream, since it tasted more like plain milk, but 
concentrating on it, I could pick up the faint 
taste of the cornflakes that were steeped in the 
milk making up the ice cream.

But, when I think of cereal milk, I don’t 
think of this flavor. I would have expected 
Froot Loops or Cap’n Crunch, but I guess 
this was inspired by more of an adult cereal. 
The taste was unexpected, much different 
from the vanilla ice cream it looks like and a 
lot less sweet. Overall, it was a bit plain and 
additional sugariness could have made it 
more interesting.

Somewhat more familiar to the senses, the 
“milkquakes” bring the sweetness you would 
expect from frozen desserts. These are cereal 
milk ice cream blended with cake or cake truf-
fles. They come in B’day cake flavor or, what 
we tried since it’s unique to this location, Bos-
ton cream pie. Aesthetically, it is inspired by 
the cream-filled butter cake that Boston is fa-
mous for. Its components are yellow cake, ce-
real-milk ice cream, and hot fudge. It had the 
the taste of a vanilla milkshake with hot fudge, 
but it did not taste like Boston cream pie. As it 

melted a bit, the texture of the yellow cake bits 
stood out more and the flavor of it became 
more noticeable. The taste of dry milk powder 
from the cereal milk also came out over time, 
and overall, it was delicious.

The compost cookie tasted better than 
I expected it would, given it was named af-
ter decaying organic matter. The cookie was 
speckled with coffee and and butterscotch. 
There was also a good level of saltiness. How-
ever, the texture made the cookie not that 
enjoyable for me. I noticed the potato chips 
and pretzels in the cookie for their texture, but 
instead of adding crunch as I would expect, 
they added a stick-in-your-teeth kind of feel-
ing that reminded me  of stale crackers. This 
defined the texture of the entire cookie, since 
the add-ins were not in discrete chunks but 
were put in a food processor, so tiny bits were 
dispersed throughout.

B’day cake truffles ended up being my 
favorite. Cake truffles have the texture of a 
rich, fudgy chocolate truffle but taste like 
cake and frosting. They are made by crushing 
cake and buttercream together and forming 
them into balls. This truffle surprised me 
because the cake-to-frosting ratio was per-
fect. It had the right level of sweetness and 
a fudgy texture from the frosting, but it still 
tasted like a slice of cake, unlike many cake 
truffles I have had. The truffle was encased 
by a super-thin crunchy layer of milk pow-
der crumble, pairing well with the dense in-
terior. It had a faint taste that reminded me 
of funnel cake and summer carnivals. Enjoy-
ing these B’day cake truffles truly made me 
feel like I was celebrating something.

Last, I picked up the crack pie. The abun-
dance of eggs in the filling gave it a gooey 
consistency, like a lemon bar. The eggs 
were not overpowering, and the taste was 

a concentrated form of the buttery caramel 
notes that cookies give off when baking in 
the oven. Though it was served a bit chilled, 
I suspect a couple of seconds in the micro-
wave would have made the dessert as irre-
sistible as the name implies. The oat cookie 
crust was the only disappointing part. The 
crumbly crust was softened by the filling, 
but it still stuck in your teeth a bit. The tex-
ture threw me off, and I would have found 
the pie better without it.

While some desserts could have been 
better, Tosi wins points for creativity. Enter 
her mind when she decided to make ice 
cream that tastes like cereal or cookies that 
combine coffee and potato chips. Think 
about the subtle flavor of dry milk powder, 
something usually reserved for busy families 
without the time to go to buy normal milk, 
that comes up in everything. Tosi brings fla-
vors of her childhood into her desserts. Her 
identity is woven into the desserts through 
her choice of ingredients.

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Cereal milk, transformed
Milk Bar uses common flavors in a way you wouldn’t expect

★★★☆☆

Milk Bar
Bakery, $

1-3 Brattle Street

Cambridge, MA 02138

Sunday–Thursday  
7–12 a.m.

Friday–Saturday 7–2 a.m.

COURTESY OF MATTHEW GLAC

Cereal milk soft serve with cornflake 
crunch is one of Milk Bar’s most popular 
desserts.

By Ivy Li
ARTS EDITOR

Last week, The Tech reviewed Rona Wang 
’21’s short fiction collection Cranesong. Its 
short stories explore the Chinese and Chi-
nese American experience. She spoke to The 
Tech about her writing process, the road to 
publication, and the importance of diversity 
being represented in media.

The Tech: I was wondering where you 
get your inspiration for your writing style 
and how your thought process works 
when you write stories.

Rona Wang ’21: It’s definitely been a pro-
cess of many years. When I was in seventh 
grade, I did the whole thing where I would 
wake up at 3 a.m. and write anime fanfiction 
and post it online. I spent many, many years 
writing before I got to a point where I’m get-
ting this short story collection published. I 
think a lot of it was reading other people’s 
works and seeing what I liked about them. 
I realized that I was really drawn to imag-
ery. There were passages that were infused 
with imagery within even the Percy Jackson 
books that I would come back to. That [im-
agery] was definitely something that I want-
ed to create in my own work as well.

TT: In the collection, the story that 
stood out to me was “The Art of Accep-
tance,” because I never thought about this 
time period in the U.S [of anti-Japanese 
discrimination during WWII]. This is spe-
cific to this story since most of the other 
stories are set in modern times but I was 
wondering if you did research?

Wang: The story was written after I read 
a book in the 21W.770 Advanced Fiction 
Workshop in Spring 2017 with Professor Hel-
en Elaine Lee. She assigned The Buddha in 
the Attic by Julie Otsuka. It’s really interest-
ing because it uses “we” as a narrative per-
spective. It’s all about these Japanese wom-
en who migrate over to America right before 
WWII. They’re in this era where there’s a lot 
of anti-Asian sentiment. Near the climax of 
the book, there’s the bombing and people 
start vanishing because of Japanese intern-
ment. I was really inspired by that book. But 

I’m not Japanese American — I’m Chinese 
American — so I thought it would be closer 
to my roots and more authentic if I wrote 
from the perspective of a Chinese American. 
And even now there’s a lot of anti-Japanese 
sentiment within Chinese culture and the 
Chinese community, where I grew up hear-
ing about how terrible the Japanese were be-
cause of WWII. That was something I really 
wanted to explore within the story.

There was this scene in The Buddha in 
the Attic where these Japanese American 
boys wore “I Am Chinese” pins just to joke 
around because they thought it was funny 
that people couldn't even tell the difference 
between Japanese and Chinese people. But 
Chinese Americans also wore these pins to 
protect themselves from hate crimes. It was 
a moment that stood out to me, and that’s 
what created the opening scene in “The Art 
of Acceptance” where the narrator goes over 
to this boy’s house, and even though she’s in 
Chinatown where it’s supposed to be a safe 
space for Chinese Americans, she still has to 
wear this pin when she goes outside.

TT: Since we’re talking about race and 
ethnicity, do you think your own identity 
informs your perspective when you write 
stories?

Wang: I’m pretty sure all the narrators are 
of Chinese descent. That was really impor-
tant to me. When I first started out seriously 
writing at 9 or 10 years old, my main charac-
ters were always white, because everyone in 
the books I was reading was white. I didn’t 
know that Asian Americans or people who 
looked like me could be heroes of the story. 
That was something that was really impor-
tant to me, to write stories in which Chinese 
or Chinese American people could be the 
heroes of their own stories.

TT: Was there a choice to have a re-
curring theme throughout all the sto-
ries? Discomfort with identity seemed 
to be a running theme, but how did you 
view your work?

Wang: I didn’t write any of these stories 
except for “Style” intending that they would 
be part of any collection. Most of the stories I 
wrote in 2017 or 2018 in a fiction writing class 

at MIT, or while doing this workshop with a 
literary magazine, or for myself for fun. I do 
think there are similar themes throughout 
the stories because I feel like I end up writing 
about whatever’s on my mind at the moment.

For example, in “The Evolution of Wings,” 
we have this character who is in arrested de-
velopment. She can’t grow up, and all the 
people around her were turning into birds. 
I wrote that in January 2017, right after my 
freshman fall semester at MIT. I felt pretty 
lost and I felt like everyone around me was 
blooming and growing and turning into 
these people that college is supposed to be 
about, and I felt like I wasn’t getting there.

TT: There was also a story about paint-
ing called “Wu Daozi Dreaming” where 
you brought in mythology. I was wonder-
ing how you decided to pick this story.

Wang: When I was reading [about Wu 
Daozi], as an artist, I really liked the idea of 
creating something that breaks the fourth wall 
or closes the distance between fiction and 
reality. It was super fun to write about and I 
thought there was a lot of beauty in the idea.

In the story that I write, he’s forced to 
paint this magical place but then when he 
paints it, he is sort of physically abused, and 
he’s forced to do it. I really like that comeup-
pance and the idea of how we can never re-
ally imitate reality, and I feel like in writing 
and in poetry and in painting — all of these 
are ways of us trying to understand who we 
are and translate our mind into something 
others can understand. There’s always this 
chasm where it’s never truly possible, and I 
wanted to communicate that through a story.

TT: Do you have any writers or books 
that inspire you?

Wang: There’s so many because techni-
cally everything I’ve ever read fed into it. 
“The Evolution of Wings” was inspired by 
this other story called "Town of Birds" which 
was published in the Kenyon Review. It’s 
similar in some ways in that there’s this mo-
tif of kids turning into birds, but it’s also very 
different because the theme of that story is 
much more maternal.

“The Girl in the Rice Paddies” was in-
spired by “The Handsomest Drowned Man in 

the World”by Gabriel Garcia Marquez. He’s 
an amazing writer — he won the Nobel Prize.

But I think that a lot of inspiration came 
from random stuff that happened. For ex-
ample, I really liked K-pop when I was in 9th 
grade, so that came through in “Style.”

TT: Do you feel that writing in general 
— and your writing — is capable of enact-
ing change?

I’ve received messages from people who 
said, “Your writing really helped me,” and, 
“It was the first time I got to see a story about 
a queer, Asian American girl.” I definitely 
grew up in a time where there was not a lot of 
writing about queer Asian American people, 
and that was really hard for me when I was 
trying to figure out my identity. It helps peo-
ple feel sane, and I think that’s a valid way in 
which it enacts change.

I’m also hoping that people who might 
not be queer or might not be Asian Ameri-
can can read these stories and understand 
that those people can be the heroes of those 
stories as well. And I also hope people will 
have fun reading. I think it’s a pretty fun col-
lection. There are a few dark moments, but 
on the whole, it’s fun.

Editor’s note: Rona Wang ’21 has written 
for The Tech but was not involved in creat-
ing this review except for being interviewed 
as the novelist. The interview has been edited 
and cut for clarity and length.

INTERVIEW

Rona Wang ’21 talks identity, art, and writing the 
heroes of your own story
Publishing the short fiction collection Cranesong

EVANGELINE LIU

Rona Wang ‘21 published her debut short 
fiction collection, Cranesong.
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 By Auntie Matter 

 If you have questions for Auntie Mat-
ter, please submit them at tinyurl.com/
AskAuntieMatter. Questions have been ed-
ited for length, clarity, and content. 

 A wise MIT professor once told Auntie 
that the hardest part of human life is � nd-
ing love. With that in mind, Auntie presents 
Valentine’s Day selections about � nding, 
and navigating, love. 

Dear Auntie,   
My boyfriend seems incapable of giving 

me compliments, and I don’t know how to 
explain that I’d really appreciate the oc-
casional nice thing said about me. � e last 
time I brought this up, he wrote a neural 
net to generate compliments and then has a 
cron job send them to me every morning. I’m 
not sure how to tell him that AI-generated 
niceties aren’t quite what I’m looking for. 
Please help.  

  — Digitally Distressed  

 Dear Distressed, 
 � ere are a few possibilities that could 

explain your boyfriend’s behavior, all of 
which warrant a serious reconsideration 
of your relationship. � e � rst is that your 
boyfriend is extremely clueless. Seemingly, 
this is the most innocuous explanation, but 
while clueless men may appear cute at � rst, 
buyer beware. One day your man looks like 

a lovable dope; the next, he computerizes 
his compliments. While you may be able to 
get through to him, you should think about 
whether you want to put up with someone 
who is so lacking in good sense. 

 Another possibility is that your boy-
friend has done this actively to hurt you. 
� e action is so thoughtless that, while Aun-
tie is usually a proponent of the old adage, 
“never attribute to malice what can be ex-
plained by incompetence,” your boyfriend 
might actually have been ill-intentioned. 
� is is MIT, however, so he’s probably just 
clueless. Regardless, if you discover your 
boyfriend is actively trying to hurt you, you 
should break up with him. 

 A � nal option is that you ask for too 
many compliments, and your boyfriend is 
exhausted, the neural net being a form of 
cyber protest. From your question this does 
not seem to be the case, as you describe 
yourself as repeatedly (“the last time”) ask-
ing for “occasional” compliments. Howev-
er, you should ask your boyfriend if he feels 
this way. (Auntie leaves as an exercise for 
the reader the implications of the fact that 
Distressed has had to bring this issue up on 
multiple occasions.) 

 In any case, you will have to talk to your 
boyfriend about his motivations, and how 
his behavior has a� ected you. You should 
try both to communicate your feelings and 
understand his. While Auntie is skeptical, 
he may be able to explain himself. Your re-

lationship admittedly looks dubious from 
this letter, but perhaps you will be satis� ed 
with the resolution to this con ict. Aun-
tie wishes you good luck with your dumb 
boyfriend. 

Dear Auntie Matter,  
I’m a junior, and I feel really lonely. I’ve 

gone on a bunch of dates, and I’m on Tinder, 
but nothing sticks. I never feel the spark with 
any girls I go out with. When I do really like 
someone, she is never into me. I want to � nd 
a girlfriend, but I’m losing hope. What am 
I doing wrong? All my friends have or have 
had girlfriends, and I feel like I’m behind the 
curve.   

  — Looking for Love  

 Dear Looking, 
 Your letter gives few hints as to the cause 

of your dating problems, so Auntie will 
speculate on a range of possible causes and 
o� er some solutions. 

 You might be emotionally unavailable — 
either not willing to open up to your dates 
or hung up on something (another woman, 
a situation in your past, etc.). You might not 
have clear or realistic expectations, either 
for the women you are seeing or the dates 
themselves. If any of these are the case, 
you’ll want to do some self-re ection. � ink 
about whether you are being held back by 
old baggage, or whether you are trying to � t 
your dates into boxes before you meet them. 

 You might just be awkward around 
women. You wouldn’t be the � rst awk-
ward MIT guy. (Trust Auntie, she knows.) 
And aside from general awkwardness, you 
might have poor hygiene, lack of etiquette 
knowledge, or other problems that make 
dating di�  cult. 

 Auntie has a concrete solution for awk-
wardness/poor hygiene/lack of etiquette: 
make friends with more women. � ere are 
many bene� ts — women can help you an-
alyze your dating problems, and they can 
set you up with other women. Interacting 
with women will help alleviate any awk-
wardness you have around them. Howev-
er, two caveats — � rst, if you want to date 
a woman, just ask her out. Do not start a 
friendship in the hope that she will some-
day want to date you. Second, you should 
not intend to use these women: make 
friends with them because you like them 
as people and want to be a good friend 
to them. � en, when you have a genuine 
friendship, you can ask for help, as friends 
ought to do. 

 Lastly, you might simply be unlucky. It’s 
not always easy to � nd someone you like 
who also likes you. In this case and in any 
case, you must simply keep going. Be brave 
and patient in your pursuit of love. 

 If you really want love, Auntie, as always, 
believes you will � nd it. Your yearning for 
love is charming and human and valuable 
— while it may be painful, cherish it. 

 ADVICE 

 For the lonely and lovelorn this Valentine’s Day 
 Auntie Matter on love that ‘pricks like thorn’ 
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–4. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Parrot
Solution, page 3

9 6 5
1 4 5 6 3 2

4 9 1
1 5

7 3 8
4 9
7 3 8

8 6 4 5 3 1
1 7 2

Albatross
Solution, page 3

11+ 48× 180×

2 4−

120× 120× 2

8× 3 6 3×

20×

30× 12×

[2102] Internet Archive

The fact that things like the npm left-pad incident are so rare is oddly reassuring.

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

At the wedding by Brad Wilber
Solution, page 3

ACROSS
 1 Tax return experts: Abbr.
 5 Optimistic
 9 Untidy room
 13 Lends a hand
 15 Initial poker payment
 16 Egg-shaped
 17 Three-legged stand
 18 Hammer target
 19 Spreadsheet numbers
 20 Wedding’s young tosser 
of petals
 22 Spruce up, as prose
 23 Person who is looking
 24 Small valleys
 25 “Red” shellfish serving
 29 Red vegetable
 31 Does nothing
 32 Church wedding’s official
 36 Cow sounds
 37 Fry lightly
 39 Plant with a soothing gel
 40 Wedding’s keyboard 

player
 42 __ says (kids’ game)
43  Abbey resident

 44 Patches attached with 
steam

 46 Jobs for detectives
 49 Snooty one
 50 Without a warranty
 51 Wedding’s 
pillow carrier
 57 Beverage 
stored in 
cellars
 58 A Great Lake
 59 Angry
 60 Sharp part of a knife
 61 Competes at an auction
 62 Bigwig in business
 63 Homeowner’s document
 64 “I’d hate to break up __”
 65 Aide: Abbr.

DOWN
 1 “Gourmet” cook
 2 Ring, as church bells
 3 In addition
 4 Gush like a volcano
 5 Officer in a forest
 6 Walking __ (very happy)

 7 Mix with a spoon
 8 Shout
 9 Locomotive on toy tracks
 10 Avert or elude
 11 Wedding gown fabric
 12 Venetian-blind pieces
 14 Rains in icy pellets
 21 Sandwich bread
 24 “That’s amazing!”
 25 Car rented for weddings
 26 Aroma
 27 Online diary
 28 Burger bun tidbit
 29 Make a wager
 30 Adam’s spouse
 32 Monotonous routine
 33 Ticklish red Muppet
 34 Midday
 35 Caves for bears
 37 Do wrong
 38 Pose a question
 41 Phone listings: Abbr.
 42 “Amen!”
 44 Consume, as food
 45 Steal from
 46 Made crow sounds

 47 “All kidding __ . . .”
 48 Scorch slightly
 49 Sarcastic, as remarks
 51 Country singer McEntire
 52 Part of the eye

 53 Operatic solo
 54 Long-tailed rodents
 55 When planes are 

expected: Abbr.
 56 Tenant’s payment
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A.M. Turing  
Award Panel 

Welcome by  
Anantha P. Chandrakasan 
Opening Remarks and Panel 
Moderation by Daniela Rus 

Wednesday, February 27
5:30–7:00 pm
Kresge Auditorium,  
Building W16

Reception to Follow

Shafi Goldwasser, RSA 
Professor of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer 
Science at MIT
Butler Lampson,Technical 
Fellow, Microsoft Corporation; 
Adjunct Professor of Computer 
Science at MIT
Barbara Liskov, Institute 
Professor at MIT

Silvio Micali, Ford Professor  
of Engineering at MIT
Ronald Rivest, Institute 
Professor at MIT
Michael Stonebraker, CTO, 
Paradigm4; CTO, Tamr Inc.; 
Adjunct Professor of  
Computer Science at MIT

Online:
helloworld.mit.edu
#MITComputing 

Hello World,
Hello MIT.

Celebrating  
the MIT 
Stephen A. 
Schwarzman 
College of 
Computing
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