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IN SHORT
PE registration  opened Wednesday for undergraduates. Graduate 
students may register starting Tuesday, Oct. 16 at 8 a.m. Registration 
closes for all students Wednesday, Oct. 17 at 1 p.m. First come, fi rst 
serve! 

 Th e next  fl u shot clinics  will be Tuesday, Oct. 16 from 3–7 p.m. and 
Th ursday, Oct. 18 from 3–6 p.m. in the Stratton Student Center (W20) 
and Tang Center (E51), respectively. 

 Th e  last day to register to vote  in the state of Massachusetts is 
Wednesday, Oct. 17. Use the TurboVote system online or fi ll out a mail-
in form at an MIT library.  

 Interested in  joining � e Tech ? Stop by for dinner Sunday at 6 p.m. or 
email  join@tech.mit.edu . 

Send news and tips to news@tech.mit.edu.
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WAS IT A DATE?
Auntie Matter gives 
advice on this age-old 
question. CAMPUS 
LIFE, p. 8

LONG LIVE (THE) 
QUEEN
We interview Rami 
Malek and co-stars for 
Bohemian Rhapsody. 
ARTS, p. 5

FLU SEASON
How does influenza mutate so rapidly? 
SCIENCE, p. 9

AI ARTISTRY
AI generates pizza, perfume and graffiti. 
SCIENCE, p. 9

A FUN NIGHT AND A 
CHANCE TO ESCAPE
The Decemberists play 
atypical, heart-filled, happy 
music. ARTS, p. 4

THU: 71°F | 59°F
Rain

FRI: 62°F | 47°F
Partly Sunny

SAT: 56°F | 44°F
Mostly Sunny

Foundations are in 
place for three of six 
Kendall Square sites 
Brothers Marketplace will open 
this summer in Kendall Square 

 By Kaitlyn Hennacy 
 STAFF REPORTER 

 Th e latest updates on the Kendall 
Square Initiative include complete 
foundations and concrete and steel 
structures at three sites: two on both 
sides of the Kendall Square T Station 
and one at 1 Broadway, across the 
street from building E62. 

 Th ese are sites number 1, 4, and 5 
out of six sites that MIT has zoned as 
part of the Initiative, which will trans-
form Kendall Square into a unique 
mixed-use district, Israel Ruiz, execu-
tive vice president and treasurer at 
MIT, said at a faculty meeting Sept. 29. 

 Zoning for the project was ap-
proved in April 2013, and in total, 
there have been ten years of plan-
ning for the project. 

 Site 1 is on target for its retail por-
tion to be complete in summer 2019, 
Monica Lee, senior communica-
tions offi  cer for the Department of 
Facilities, wrote in an email to  � e 
Tech . 

 Brothers Marketplace, a local 
and artisanal specialty store and ca-
terer, will occupy 19,000 square feet 
of the ground fl oor and is expected 
to open this summer. Th e neigh-

KEVIN LY – THE TECH

MIT President L. Rafael Reif and Chairman of the Corporation Robert Millard ‘73 look on as the 
ribbon is cut with a large pair of scissors to start off the grand opening of the MIT.nano building Oct. 4.

New House community changed 
due to renovations, residents say
‘I am happy that we’re � nally settled in this new space, 
but I’m just really sad it’s in my senior year,’ student says  

 By Melody Wu 

 Th e pre-existing culture of New 
House before its renovations has 
largely been lost, according to 
Burhan Azeem ’19, a four-year mem-
ber of iHouse, a living group in New 
House, in an interview with  � e Tech . 

 Th ere has also been a seven per-
cent increase in fi rst-year students 
in New House this year compared 
to 2016–2017, according to Connie 
Hemingway, communications man-
ager, on behalf of Housing and Resi-
dential Services. 

 During the early stages of fi xing 
the plumbing issues in New House in 
fall 2015, some residents were moved 
to the Hyatt Regency while others 
were scattered throughout on-cam-
pus housing and independent living 
groups. 

 After moving back into New 
House during IAP 2015, however, res-
idents were forced to move out again 
in fall 2017 when New House experi-
enced fl ooding due to maintenance 
issues. During this time, MIT deter-
mined that it was best for New House 
to undergo complete renovations. 

 When asked how he felt about 
the past few years, Azeem said, “I’m 
kind of just exhausted. I have had to 
move so many times, gone through 
so many buildings, so many areas… 
Having to resettle and trying to re-
build the culture in one semester 
only to have it destroyed the next se-
mester... I am happy that we’re fi nal-
ly settled in this new space, but I’m 
just really sad it’s in my senior year.” 

 Azeem believes that MIT Hous-
ing did what it could given the cir-
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New House residents work in a newly-renovated lounge. The dorm reopened to all residents this fall.

2018 Security and Fire 
Safety Report released
Number of incidences of burglary 
increased from 25 to 36 over the last year

 By Soomin Chun 

 Th e MIT Police released their 
Annual Security and Fire Safety 
Report Sept. 28. Th e report con-
tains crime statistics on criminal 
and Violence Against Women Act 
(VAWA) off enses, arrests and dis-
ciplinary referrals, and hate crimes 
from 2015 to 2017. 

 Th e number of reports of rape 
decreased from 21 in 2015 to 12 in 
2017. Inversely, reports of burglary 
increased from 25 to 36 over the 
last year, refl ecting the infl ux of 
“Timely Warnings” that students 
have received. 

 For the VAWA statistics, domes-
tic violence stayed the same as last 
year at 13 reports, while stalking 
violence increased from eight to 
14 and dating violence decreased 
from seven to three. 

 Liquor law violations dropped 
signifi cantly from 77 to 45 from 
2016 to 2017, while drug abuse vio-
lations increased slightly from fi ve 
to seven. No hate crimes related to 
disability, ethnicity, gender, gen-
der identity, race, national origin, 
religion, or sexual orientation were 
reported in 2017. 

 Th e report also detailed steps 
in order to properly handle bur-
glaries, such as taking close no-
tice of an intruder’s appearance, 
age, height, weight, and clothing 
and then notifying MIT Police, 
rather than confronting or pursu-
ing the intruder. Another safety net 
against burglaries is to get insur-
ance for valuable property. 

 For stolen bicycles, the report 
recommends investing in a U-lock 

Kendall, Page 3

New House, Page 3

Security, Page 3
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 By Sarah Weidman 
 STAFF METEOROLOGIST 

 Yesterday was an abnormal-
ly hot day for October, reminis-
cent of our hot summer, espe-
cially after a few weeks of chilly 
fall  weather. It looks like the 
heat is not here to stay, how-
ever, as this afternoon will bring 
in heavy rain, pushed by a cold 

front from the west. Areas of the 
Northeast have the potential 
for fl ash fl ood warnings as the 
heavy storm comes in. Some 
of the precipitation is due to 
Hurricane Michael fi nally com-
ing northeast from Florida and 
Georgia. 

 Hurricane Michael was the 
second major Atlantic hur-
ricane to hit the United States 

this season. Unlike most recent 
Atlantic hurricanes, Michael 
traveled north from the Yu-
catan Peninsula, hitting Cuba 
and the Florida Panhandle on 
the way. It was upgraded to 
a Category 4 hurricane, one 
of the strongest rankings for 
storms, before it made landfall 
in Florida, and it fell to Cat-
egory 3 as it hit Alabama and 

Georgia. Th e storm had de-
structive consequences, with 
consistent lightning striking in 
the eyewall, heavy rain causing 
serious fl ooding, and winds 
reaching an immense 155 
mph. Because of its unusual 
path and strength, Hurricane 
Michael is going to be remem-
bered as a historically intense 
storm.  

Historic hurricane hits the Florida Panhandle
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Thursday, October 11, 2018

Extended Forecast
Today: Heavy rain. High around 71 °F (22 °C). East winds at 15-20 mph. 
Tonight: Heavy rain. Low around 59 °F (15 °C). Southwest winds at 7-12 mph. 
Tomorrow: Partly sunny. High around 62 °F (16 °C) and low around 47 °F (8 °C). Northwest winds at around 15-20 mph.
Saturday: Mostly sunny. High around 56 °F (13 °C) and low around 44 °F (6 °C).
Sunday: Sunny. High around 58 °F (14 °C).
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Tom Friedman speaks on tech and optimism 
America has ‘too much technological prowess’ to permit income inequality

 By Anshula Gandhi 
 STAFF REPORTER 

 Tom Friedman, Pulitzer-
prize winning journalist, spoke 
at MIT’s Compton Lecture Oct. 
1 about his most recent book, 
� ank You for Being Late: An Op-
timist’s Guide to � riving in the 
Age of Accelerations.

 Friedman argues that an age 
of accelerations, particularly in 
technology, began in 2007. Face-
book went global in late 2006, 
AirBnB started in 2007, and An-
droid, Kindle, and iPhone were all 
released in 2007. Technology has 

been accelerating ever since, with 
humans struggling to adapt to its 
changes, according to Friedman. 

 Because of such rapid techno-
logical advancement, Friedman 
argues, people should be more 
optimistic about the future. Some 
people feel that the “American 
dream is not within their grasp,” 
Friedman said in an interview 
with  � e Tech . “Th at’s simply 
unconscionable. Our country is 
too rich, has too much techno-
logical prowess to be letting that 
happen.” 

 “Th at’s why I think universal 
healthcare and universal access 

to lifelong learning should be a 
human right.   We can’t neglect 
that without it ruining the whole 
society. People are learning that 
lesson right now.” 

 Friedman talked about Pro-
fessor Regina Barzilay, who 
studies machine learning ap-
plied to health care, as an ex-
ample. “Systems she’s building 
can detect her breast cancer 
much earlier because [they are] 
trained on so many more breast 
cancers than any human doctor 
can [study].”  

 Friedman, who wrote about 
using artifi cial intelligence to as-

sist humans in his book (“intel-
ligent assistance,” as he branded 
it), met with professors involved 
in AI research the morning before 
giving his talk. Th e purpose of AI, 
according to Friedman, is “to fi nd 
the needle in the haystack of your 
data as a norm, rather than the 
exception.” 

 Friedman is also optimistic 
about the future of educational 
technology. He mentioned a 
program that partnered with 
Khan Academy to allow 3 mil-
lion American kids to receive free 
PSAT and SAT prep and conse-
quent scholarships. 

An article in the Sept. 18 issue of � e Tech about the Animal-
Shaped Vessels exhibit had instances of “Harvard Art Museums” 
incorrectly printed as “Harvard Art Museum.”

An article from last week’s issue about the city of Cambridge’s 

project to redesign the Massachusetts Avenue lanes inaccurately 
characterized some of the contents of a letter sent by MIT to the city. 
MIT is requesting coordination on the Grand Junction community 
path, not railroad, and Longfellow, not Harvard, Bridge renovations. 
MIT also did not explicitly ask for a delay, but rather that the city 
consider additional concerns before the project is implemented.

CORRECTIONS

Want to be Editor in Chief of The Tech? 
Most EICs start as news writers.
 join@tech.mit.edu

Want to be Editor in Chief of The Tech? 
Most EICs start as news writers.

 join@tech.mit.edu
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Admissions will move to Kendall

borhood market is operated by 
Roche Bros. Supermarkets, a fam-
ily business which currently has 20 
locations. 

 Th e location, also known as 
1 Broadway, will be about a fi ve 
minute walk east of the Kendall 
Square T Station. 

 Site 4, according to Lee, is on 
target to complete by fall 2020. 
Construction of the exterior façade 
will start this December, while the 
concrete structure is expected to 
be completed next summer. 

 Th e building will house the 
MIT Admissions department, a 
child care center, and a welcome 
center, in addition to providing 

graduate housing, Hashim Sarkis, 
dean of the School of Architecture 
and Planning, said at the Sept. 29 
faculty meeting. 

 Site 5 has a target occupancy of 
early 2021, Lee wrote. Tenants in-
clude the Boeing Aerospace & Au-
tonomy Center, as well as the MIT 
Museum and the MIT Press. 

 Th e 437,000 square foot build-
ing will be located at 314 Main 
Street. On Tuesday, MIT invited 
the public to a groundbreaking 
ceremony to celebrate the start of 
construction at this site. 

 Th e sites lie over what used to 
be surface parking lots. To make 
up for the loss of parking lots, the 
Kendall Square Parking Garage is 
currently being excavated near the 
T stop. Th is will have 1,121 under-

ground parking spaces, Lee wrote. 
 While unsure about how much 

demand will arise for parking after 
new lab and commercial spaces 
open, Ruiz said at the faculty 
meeting that this is the maximum 
amount of parking that the City of 
Cambridge would allow. 

 Above ground, on top of where 
the parking garage will be, the 
Kendall Initiative has planned 
an open space with performance 
areas, art, and an outdoor movie 
theater, Sarkis said at the faculty 
meeting.  

 Target completion dates for 
sites 2, 3, and 6 are still to be deter-
mined, with construction not yet 
started. Th ese will contain a mix of 
commercial labs, offi  ce space, and 
retail, according to Sarkis. 

cumstances — a number of New 
House residents were given a place 
in the Hyatt and were provided with 
a free meal plan — but he thinks 
that the communities of New House 
were greatly impacted. 

 Th e historic murals that once 
lined New House’s walls have been 
replaced with white walls. “[Th ere 
were] murals from generations of 
people who had painted [them] and 

they were destroyed. We moved 
back in and we painted murals 
again one semester, but they were 
destroyed. Th en we painted murals 
the following semester and they 
were destroyed, and now we are 
here and we can’t paint murals any-
more,” Azeem said. 

 However, some houses were not 
as impacted by the renovations. Ac-
cording to Emmanuel Akinbo ’19, 
a member of German House, “the 
main eff ect that the renovations 

had was that we went from all living 
in singles to half of the house living 
in doubles.” 

 Some of the new features of 
New House are the fi rst-fl oor ar-
cade with a house lounge and con-
nected corridors on upper fl oors. 
Th ese new spaces have promoted 
interaction between the houses 
and the development of a new cul-
ture. “Th e houses are more con-
nected. Th ere is a lot more open 
space for people to intermingle… 

I think it’s well-poised to make the 
house more connected,” Emman-
uel Akinbo ’19 said in an interview 
with  � e Tech.

 “Th e facilities are defi nitely 
very appealing, especially since 
it’s a very new New House,” Susan 
Su ’22, a resident of French House, 
said in an interview with  � e Tech . 
“Being one of the only dorms with 
air-conditioning is a plus. I made a 
lot of friends just by hanging out in 
the lounge and doing psets.” 

 In an email statement to  � e 
Tech,  Hemenway, on behalf of 
Housing and Residential Services, 
wrote, “Th e completion of the new 
Vassar Street residence hall will 
give MIT the fl exibility needed to 
continue to address renovation 
needs in its residential system. 
No decisions have been made yet 
about which residence hall will be 
renewed following the completion 
of the new Vassar Street residence 
hall.” 

Lounge and connected corridors unite house members

Report includes tips 
to secure belongings

and securing the bicycle through 
both wheels and around the frame 
because “cables and chains are 
easily defeated,” according to the 
report. 

 “I fell victim to bike theft when 
my bike was stolen in less than 
24 hours after I put it together,” 
Gary Nguyen ’22 said in an inter-
view with  � e Tech . “I learned the 
hard way to avoid cable locks at 
all costs and since then, I’ve em-
ployed three U-locks to secure my 
bike. Yes, I’m that paranoid now 
— but not without reason.” 

 Th e report also defi nes dat-

ing violence, domestic violence, 
stalking, and sexual assault. Th ere 
is a description of consent as in-
formed, freely and actively given, 
and with mutually understand-
able words or actions. Silence 
cannot be taken as consent, and 
there are ways to report anony-
mously online. 

 In addition to crime statistics, 
the report includes causes of fi re, 
such as a burned cutting board or 
ignited dry leaves. Th ere were only 
three fi res on school grounds in 
2017 in comparison to fi ve in 2015 
and 2016. 

  Crime reports can be made to 
the MIT Police at (617)-253-1212 or 
by dialing 100 on an Institute phone.  

ASSEL ISMOLDAYEVA – THE TECH

Residents of French House cook and socialize in their renovated 
kitchen in New House Oct 1. 

ASSEL ISMOLDAYEVA – THE TECH

Max Levchin, co-founder of PayPal and CEO of Af� rm, talks about his experience with entrepreneur-
ship during “Tech Tour: Fireside Chat” Oct. 2.

Kendall, from Page 1

New House, from Page 1

Security, from Page 1
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By Michelle Hung

With A Star is Born, first-time director 
Bradley Cooper takes on an ambitious task: 
bringing a fresh perspective to a story told so 
many times that it’s no doubt a Hollywood 
cliché. This fourth remake of a movie by 
the same name tells the story of Ally (Lady 
Gaga), a girl with a beautiful voice but a big 
nose. Jaded by an industry that “likes the 
way [she] sounds but [doesn’t] like the way 
[she] looks,” she’s all but given up on mak-
ing her big break when she meets country 
singer Jackson Maine (Bradley Cooper).

The first third of the film is golden. The 
first shot begins with Maine as he stumbles, 
evidently wasted, into a drag club. The cam-
era then zooms out to capture a stunning 
guest performance of “La Vie en Rose” by 
Ally, a former waitress there. Afterwards, 
Maine approaches Ally in the changing 
room where we see her up-close, coated in 
extravagant makeup and fake accessories; 
Maine is having none of it. When he peels 
off her taped-on eyebrow to reveal a silhou-
ette outline of the real thing beneath it, we 
know exactly what the theme of movie is. 
Yet, the sparkling connection between the 
two locks our eyes to the screen.

The next 20 minutes take us through 
the raw, beautiful blossoming of Ally and 
Maine’s love. “I don’t sing my own songs,” 
Ally says, “I just don’t feel comfortable.” But 
when Ally and Maine are together, the rest 

of the world disappears, and the camera 
captures a sense of absolute security and 
peace in both of them that we all secretly 
yearn for. A scene in the parking lot when 
Ally nervously sings some original song lyr-
ics, baring her true soul to Maine for the 
first time, is the most powerful moment in 
the movie. The classic motif “true beauty 
lies within” continues to resurface, but not 
obnoxiously, as is the worry with clichés. 
When Maine asks Ally if he may touch her 
nose, an insecurity of hers, we wonder: first 
her eyebrow, now this? But as she blinks 
slowly, and he runs his finger down her 
nose in an almost erotic passion, we wit-
ness the nervous skepticism in her wide 
brown eyes slowly fade to complete trust 
and tranquil determination. When Ally goes 
on tour with Maine, we see her continue to 
shed her self-doubts in multiple charming 
cuts of Ally and Maine singing her original 
songs together. Everything is perfect for the 
couple, and we feel it too.

But as Ally ascends to fame in the musi-
cal world, Maine quickly begins his down-
ward plummet into the abyss of alcohol 
and drugs. They are constantly at odds 
with each other, and the happy perfection 
of their first moments disappears. Maine’s 
fate is perhaps expected, yet the resolution 
of the movie on Ally’s side remains for the 
audience to interpret.

With Maine’s presence dwindling, he 
drags Ally down with him, despite her out-

ward successes. An original duet Ally and 
Maine sing together called “Shallow” serves 
as a theme song for the movie from the be-
ginning. Maine’s part in the chorus asks: 
“Tell me something girl, are you happy in 
this modern world? / Or do you need more? 
/ Is there something that you’re searching 
for?” Now, both lovers stray from their ini-
tial peace and search for “something more.” 
For Maine, that’s alcohol and drugs. Addic-
tion runs in the family, and thus his fate is 
perhaps a foregone conclusion based on 
the movie’s history. Ally, too, gets confused. 
At a “big break” performance on SNL, she 
gives into the demands of her producer Rez 
(who represents the industry) and sings in 
flashy leggings with backup dancers and 
the whole sexed-up shebang: “Why do you 
look so good in those jeans? / Why’d you 
come around me with an ass like that? / 
You’re making all my thoughts obscene. / 
This is not, not like me.” No, it’s not like her 
at all. In the darkest parts of the movie, su-
perficialities threaten to swallow Ally and 
make her “shallow.”

But for a movie that initially exudes the 
theme of “finding one’s true self”, backed 
by an anthem that preaches “digging be-
neath shallow exteriors,” the “losing one-
self” rising action drags on for surprisingly 
long. Cooper takes a risk by allowing the 
darkening plot to spiral on and on until 
the last few minutes of the movie, where 
Ally arguably gains back some rawness. 
Ultimately, it pays off. Each of her achieve-
ments, culminating with a visit to the 
Oscars, feels more superficial than the 
last, thanks to short choppy shots depict-
ing success after success, each followed 
by unsatisfying mixed reactions from the 
characters. We ourselves are confused as 
to whether we should congratulate her ma-
terial success or mourn her personal loss, 
and that’s exactly how Cooper wants us to 
feel. The alcoholism and drug use, while 
typical in their effects on Maine’s life and 
relationships, are portrayed with numbing 
gravity and intensity.

No doubt the most impressive aspect 
of A Star is Born is the phenomenal acting 
performances. Once again, Cooper takes 
a huge risk, casting Gaga in her first major 
motion picture as his co-star. Known in 
the public eye for her provocative behav-
ior and often outrageous appearance (re-
member the meat dress?), she is in many 
ways the opposite of Ally, who strives to 
stay true to her mascara-free self despite 
setbacks. Ally’s SNL performance in the 
film, in which she dances and shakes about 
in her tight bodysuit, is right out of one of 

Lady Gaga’s real life music videos. At times, 
the resemblance is uncanny; we have to 
pinch ourselves to remember that we are 
watching Ally’s rise to fame, not Gaga’s. 
That is not to belittle Gaga’s acting perfor-
mance; her singing is raw and straight from 
the heart, and the chemistry between Gaga 
and Cooper is unmistakable and wonder-
fully executed in both directions. For any 
fourth rendition of a movie to work, the act-
ing must be on point; Gaga’s alluring stage 
presence and compelling passion saves the 
film from falling flat. But the more raw and 
exposed Gaga acts to play Ally’s character 
so beautifully, the more confused we are. 
Who is this actress/singer that is able to 
empathize with Ally so well they become 
one and the same? And how are these 
lovely notes flowing from lips that most of 
us have only heard under heavy auto tune? 
Gaga’s performance is unquestionably im-
pressive, and her voice is absolutely lovely, 
yet we can’t help question Cooper’s choice 
to cast her in this role given the modern 
pop culture associations our minds make 
when we hear the name “Lady Gaga.”

Maine’s older brother, played by none 
other than Sam Elliott, says in the film: 
“Music is essentially 12 notes between any 
octave. Twelve notes and the octave re-
peats. It’s the same story told over and over, 
forever. All any artist can offer the world is 
how they see those twelve notes. That’s it.”

A Star is Born is a beloved Hollywood 
tune that can be, and has been, sung over 
and over. But with Gaga’s help, Cooper suc-
ceeds in dreaming up a melody we haven’t 
quite heard before. A Star is Born is a re-
make made well and acted even better, with 
a powerful message for anyone who stops 
to listen.

★★★★☆

A Star is Born
Directed by Bradley 
Cooper

Written by Bradley 
Cooper, Eric Roth, and 
Will Fetters

Starring Bradley Cooper 
and Lady Gaga

Rated R, Now Playing

MOVIE REVIEW

Lady Gaga gives spectacular performance in A 
Star is Born
Bradley Cooper’s directorial debut is a modern take on an old-fashioned story

By Lila Jansen
STAFF WRITER

After attending my first Decemberists 
concert as a high school senior in 2015, it 
was only fitting that four years later, as a 
college senior, I would make my way back 
to one of their shows. The Decemberists 
concert at Orpheum Theatre this past Fri-

day didn’t have your typical rowdy concert 
crowd. One of the most endearing aspects 
of The Decemberists is their multi-gener-
ational, devotional, and slightly nerdy fan 
base. It is this group of fans that allows the 
band to create cheesy but fun audience 
participation-based songs and acts, a feat 
that sets them apart from most other bands 
and performers.

Not only do The Decemberists have 
support from their devoted fans to create 
a relaxed and friendly concert ambiance, 
but their incredibly novel and spirited 
music also brings continual enthusiasm 
to the crowd. Their style can be described 
as hipster, indie rock — nautical folk. They 
combine instruments ranging everywhere 
from synthesized organs and accordion 

to cello and electric guitar, making music 
that is anything but typical, but is exactly 
what you would expect from a band based 
out of Portland, Oregon. Like the music, 
the band itself gives off an eclectic, hip-
ster vibe. Colin Meloy, the lead singer and 
songwriter has a classic hipster beard, 
and pelts out song after song filled with 
funky and surprising lyrics, and traverses 
the stage acting out the assortment of 
odd characters depicted in his music. His 
voice is strong and distinct, and the voices 
of the female backups, Jenny Conlee and 
Kelly Hogan (on tour only), are equally 
strong.

The apex of the show was the perfor-
mance of their throwback hit, “The Mari-
ner’s Revenge Song.” This song was the ul-

timate campy sing-along, in which a giant 
blow up whale was sent into the theatre, 
and the audience was instructed to scream 
in terror at key moments throughout the 
song. It was this immersive fun experi-
ence that brings so much joy and heart to 
the concert, and makes The Decemberists 
the perfect fairytale folk music that al-
lows adults to feel once more the joys of 
childhood.

All in all, I would recommend The De-
cemberists to anyone looking for a fun 
night and a chance to escape to the folk-
lore childhood concerts of their past as an 
adult. While it might not be your typical 
style, it will definitely be something new, 
and you will definitely leave with a happy 
heart and filled spirit.

CONCERT REVIEW

The Decemberists visit Boston in October
The Decemberists, a nautical indie band, brings folk back to Beantown

The Decemberists
Orpheum Theatre

Oct. 8

NEAL PRESTON/WARNER BROS. 

Ally (Lady Gaga) and Jackson Maine (Bradley Cooper) exchange a flirtatious glance 
as they write music together.

DID YOUR MIT ESSAYS GET YOU IN?
The Tech is collecting successful application essays (hint: yours!). 

Email your pieces to cl@tech.mit.edu!
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By Ivy Li
ARTS EDITOR

Queen fans, rejoice. Non-Queen fans, 
also rejoice, for Freddie Mercury is brought 
into the spotlight once again, with his stage-
strutting, charismatic charm. College stu-
dents attended a free advance screening of 
Bohemian Rhapsody last Monday at AMC 
Loews Boston Common. Stars Rami Malek, 
Gwilym Lee, and Joseph Mazzello walked 
the red carpet and stayed for a Q&A session 
with the student audience. I had the fortune 
to interview them about their work in the 
upcoming film, coming out at the end of this 
month. Mercury biopic Bohemian Rhapsody 
hopes to bring a deeper context of the sing-
er’s life and the British rock band Queen’s 
rise to stardom.

In the film, Gwilym Lee plays Brian May, 
lead guitarist of Queen. Film production had 
the support of real-life Queen members May 
and drummer Roger Taylor and Brian May. 
When I spoke to Lee about what it was like 
working with the two legends, he told me, 
“They knew the story better than anyone.” 
Lee commented that May was a “very warm 
and generous man, generous with his time” 
and someone “who wears his intelligence 
quietly,” referring to both May’s astrophys-
ics background and musical talent. Having 
their blessing and support, Lee said, helped 
the cast and crew go forth with the film.

I asked him if he had to teach anyone a 
British accent. “Everyone was on top of it,” 
he said proudly, noting how hard each ac-
tor worked to recreate the precise manner 
of speaking for each Queen member. When I 
spoke with the next two actors, the camara-
derie offset, mutual support, and work ethic 
in producing this film was clear. Lee said 
that the family dynamic was present both on 
and off set.

Rami Malek stars as frontman Freddie 
Mercury, a very different character than his 
other role, the introverted vigilante hacker 
Elliot from Mr. Robot. “I sure hope he [came 
across as] different,” laughed Malek after 
I asked him about balancing two different 
roles. Malek told me he wanted to portray 
“the multiple facets of Freddie Mercury” 
and that “Elliot wouldn’t have the charisma 
to pull off Freddie Mercury.”

Malek commented that owning the role 
with Mercury’s charisma was how he could 
honor the man the Queen singer was. When 
I asked about the toughest scene to film, 
he immediately remarked Wimbledon. The 

full-length recreated Live Aid Queen con-
cert at Wimbledon is one of the longest por-
tions of the film. Malek said the whole con-
cert was filmed from the start before the rest 
of scenes were filmed.

The third star that night was Joe Maz-
zello, who plays Queen bass guitarist John 
Deacon. Mazzello noted his character’s 
personality as “reserved in public but en-
gaging in private with the band members” 
and the “king of the one-liner.” Since I read 
that Mazzello had previous bass guitarist ex-
perience, I asked him about his experience 
with the film music. Mazzello spoke of one 

year of guitar lessons at 18 but when hear-
ing word of the film, he practiced four days 
a week learning to play Queen songs. Five 
weeks of rehearsals and 10 days of filming 
the Wimbledon concert were some of the 
most intense for Mazzello, but the effort was 
well worth it, as parts of his bass guitar play-
ing made it into the film.

A more formal review will come out 
when we’re closer to the film. While you 
wait, watch the trailers of Freddie Mercury 
giddily saying, “This is when the operatic 
section comes in.” The dramatic biopic Bo-
hemian Rhapsody coming soon.

INTERVIEW

Rami Malek and co-stars talk Queen
Rami Malek, Gwilym Lee, and Joseph Mazzello walk the red carpet for Bohemian 
Rhapsody Boston screening

Bohemian Rhapsody
Written by Anthony 
McCarten

Directed by Bryan Singer

Starring Rami Malek, 
Gwilym Lee, Joseph 
Mazzello, Ben Hardy, Lucy 
Boynton

Rated PG-13, Playing Nov. 
2

ALEXIS CAMACHO

From left to right: Gwilym Lee, Rami Malek, and Joseph Mazello at a special screen-
ing of Bohemian Rhapsody at the AMC Loews Theater Boston Common Oct 1.

By Sophia Chan

Politics has always been a taboo subject 
at the dinner table for many American fami-
lies. Raising the stakes tenfold, Ike Barin-
holtz, through The Oath, weaves the tale of 
a family attempting to survive Thanksgiving 
during a period of controversial turmoil in 
the White House.

As the writer, producer, and actor of the 
film, Ike Barinholtz drew inspiration for his 
film from his own experiences. As he spoke 
anecdotally during the Q&A session follow-
ing the premiere of the movie, he detailed 
the Thanksgiving meal that he had with his 
own family as well as the conflicts that were 
uncovered regarding the previous presiden-
tial election. Even though his family mem-
bers all voted for the same candidate, there 
were still hostility and dissent between 
opinions, and this was precisely what mo-
tivated him to address the issue of political 
division in his work.

The story follows the internal dynamics 
of a biracial family. Chris, a liberal and high-
strung white male, and his relatively more 
reasonable wife, Kai, a black woman, co-
parent their daughter during a time when 
the President releases a policy encouraging 
citizens to pledge a loyalty oath. The two, in 
utter disbelief, refuse to give in to the Presi-

dent’s agenda and follow the policy closely. 
As Thanksgiving approaches, Chris becomes 
increasingly agitated as he discovers that 
more and more people have signed the oath. 
As the topic of politics is brought up at the 
holiday dinner table, tension brews. When 
two government agents show up unexpect-
edly and uninvited, the entire family’s world 
turns upside down.

The element of the movie that especially 
stood out was the outrageous absurdity that 
Barinholtz integrated into the movie. The 
plot was structured both elegantly and skill-
fully in terms of the dark humor and satire 
that it provided for the audience. The film 
paralleled many of the political circum-
stances in today’s society, and the unrealis-
tically extreme situations made the film all 
the more entertaining and complex.

The choice of actors and actresses inad-
vertently served as a channel to accent some 
of the racial undertones of the story. Kai 
(Tiffany Haddish) was intentionally cast as 
a black woman while Peter (John Cho) was 
cast as an Asian man. The fact that multiple 
races were represented fortified the theme 
of inclusion and representation.

In a cinematic sense, there are arguably 
several drawbacks throughout the piece. 
Because the entire storyline takes place in 
Chris’s house, shooting in the same loca-

tion caused the movie to lack slightly in 
terms of graphical satisfaction. In addition 
to that, the plot also felt slightly elementary 
and not complex enough. Given the topics 
upon which it touched, the film had much 
more potential to explore and address politi-
cal antagonism and race on an even deeper 
level. However, the color thematics provided 
intricacy in terms of how it affected the audi-
ence’s mood.

Although Barinholtz appears to em-
phasize the tribalism in our political at-
mosphere, it is important to realize that he 

also attempts to highlight the importance of 
finding unity through unlikely circumstanc-
es. He moralizes the significance of seeking 
not only acceptance but strength in the di-
versity of opinions. Stressing the uncertainty 
of life, he encourages his audience to take 
each day as it comes, to find peace in living 
in the present.

While the production of this film cer-
tainly isn’t flawless, it is very promising in 
its ability to evoke amusement. So as we ap-
proach Thanksgiving season, go out there 
and get some hearty laughs out of The Oath!

MOVIE REVIEW

Forget the turkey — The Oath will fill you up on 
laughs and reflection this Thanksgiving season
This timely film puts a refreshing spin on the classic American political movie through 
comedy, satire, and the absurd

★★★★☆

The Oath
Directed by Ike Barinholtz

Produced by Ike Barinholtz, David Stassen, Andrew C. 
Robinson, Sean McKittrick, Raymond Mansfield

Starring Ike Barinholtz, Tiffany Haddish, Nora Dunn, Chris 
Ellis, Jon Barinholtz

Rated R, in Select Theaters Oct. 12, Everywhere Oct. 19

from new_skills import *

def learnMarketableJobSkills():
    return linux, OSX, javascript, applescript, perl, python, PHP

if self.interest == True: 
    print "E-mail join@tech.mit.edu"

----:----F1 joinTechno.py       (Python)--L1--Top-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

File   Edit   Options   Buffers    Tools   Im-Python   Python   Help
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The Decemberists 
YOUR GIRL/YOUR GHOST Tour 

comes to Boston

The Decemberists played to a sold-out crowd at the Orpheum Theatre Oct. 5, with 
Marissa Nadler opening. The band went through its entire 2009 album The Hazards of Love. 

There was as much bombast as one would expect from a Decemberists show — a giant whale 
balloon and a birthday song for frontman Colin Meloy included.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALEXANDER JEROME SANDBERG—THE TECH
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Solution to Pet Phrase
from page 10

Solution to Country
from page 10

Solution to Apple
from page 10
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2 4 6 1 5 3
1 3 5 6 4 2
6 2 4 5 3 1
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3 2 4 1 9 6 8 7 5
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write for us
e-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Be a PENguin
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By Auntie Matter

If you have questions for Auntie Mat-
ter, please submit them at tinyurl.com/
AskAuntieMatter. Questions have been ed-
ited for length, clarity, and content.

Dear Auntie Matter,
How can you tell if a meeting was a date 

(besides asking)? And, how can you tell if 
you want/are ready for a close relationship? 
Thank you.

— Dating Ditherer

Dear Ditherer,
Auntie is a little concerned about the 

fact that you don’t want to ask this person 
whether you were on a date. If you won’t ask 
and you can’t determine it yourself, then 
this does not bode well for your relation-
ship. Nevertheless, she will give you some 
hints for the clueless (tips for the tortured? 
Words for the weak?):
• If your meeting partner paid without a 

clear explanation, it was likely a date.
• If any mention of the word “date” was met 

without objection, it was likely a date.
• If there was an attempted kiss, it was 

likely a date.
• If you held hands, it was likely a date.
• The more touching, the more likely a 

date.
• If your meeting partner made use of a 

pickup line, it was likely a date.
• If it was an interview, then it was not a 

date.
• If you had sex, Auntie sincerely hopes it 

was a date.
• Auntie also looked this up for you. If there 

was an “eyebrow sweep,” or if your com-
panion looked left then swept his/her 
eyes over your face to look right, it was 
likely a date. Source: https://www.wiki-
how.com/Know-if-a-Guy-Likes-You.

Now, to your second question. You 
ask how to know if you are ready to have 
a relationship, or if you even want one. In 
terms of wanting a relationship, to know if 
you want a relationship with a specific per-
son, you can go on more dates with them. 
In the fullness of time, all will reveal itself, 
and you will know if you want a relationship 
with someone you are going on dates with. 
However, how to know if you want to date in 
general is something you must determine. If 
you have feelings for someone, you should 
probably attempt dating them and see how 
it goes.

On readiness for a relationship, Auntie 
would tend to think that most college-age 
people are ready to at least attempt a rela-
tionship. This error is also self-correcting: 
if you assume you are ready and give it a 
shot, then you (or your would-be partner) 
will quickly know if you were mistaken. 
Auntie thinks that even if your life is dis-
orderly, you can still find love. You do not 
need to be perfect. You should probably be 
in relatively good working order (not totally 
dysfunctional), but a lot of young people 
struggle with many aspects of their lives. 
This does not mean young people should 
not have love affairs. This is not to say the 
bar is low, but that you could be flunking 
all your classes and nonetheless be quite 
ready to date. But I digress. If you still want 
guidance, here are some questions you 
might consider before embarking on a 
relationship:
1. Do I think love is worth the possible 

pain of heartbreak? (It is not necessary 
to be ready for heartbreak itself: when it 
comes, you will meet it.)

2. Can I admit to being in the wrong?
3. Is my day-to-day life negatively affected 

by any previous relationships?
4. Am I able to ask for what I want? Do I care 

to give others what they want?

5. Will I notice if someone is treating me 
poorly? Will I leave someone who makes 
me unhappy?

6. Am I willing to become a better person 
for the good of my lover?
Overall, as usual, Auntie encourages 

you to give love a shot. The fact that you are 
curious about relationships suggests you 
might want one — go forth and fall pas-
sionately in love.

Dear Auntie,
Everybody I know on my floor is Course 

6. I’m CMS. Everyone on my floor is doing 
their interviews and getting offers now. I am 
applying to Course 6 internships, but I’m not 
sure if I want to do them. The CMS intern-
ships are my first choice, but they start letting 
you apply just as the Course 6 jobs make you 
decide on their offers. How do I stop being so 
anxious about this when I know the anxiety 
is unnecessary?

— Choosing: Media or Software?

Dear CMS,
Why are you applying to Course 6 

internships?
Are you worried that you’re not going to 

get a CMS internship? Are they more com-
petitive? If so, it seems sensible to have a 
fallback. The reasonable course of action in 
this scenario is to apply to the Course 6 jobs 
and ask for extensions on accepting offers. 
If the companies refuse to grant extensions, 
and you don’t get a CMS job, Auntie has 
heard rumors that there are still software 
engineering internships to be had in the 
spring, too. You will get an internship for 
next summer, never fear.

Are you feeling pressure from see-
ing floormates get Course 6 internships? 
If so, Auntie wants you to know that it’s 
okay that you want to do something differ-
ent from the people on your floor. Auntie 

herself has experience doing, well, non-
Course 6 internships. However, the pres-
sure you feel is understandable. It is oft-
repeated, yet true, that Career Fair gives 
a distorted image of the jobs that are out 
there, i.e., that the only possible profes-
sions are software engineer, trader, and 
consultant, with NSA codebreaker tossed 
in for good measure. However, the real-
ity is that there are many people on this 
planet who are not software engineers, 
and you could join them.

Here’s a mental exercise Auntie likes to 
conduct: next time you feel like everyone 
in the world is a Course 6, look around you 
at the objects in your everyday life. There 
are lots of things involved in the creation 
and maintenance of those objects that are 
not software-engineering related. Take a 
book of poems, for example. You could be 
a poet, an editor, a marketer who works 
at a publishing house, a librarian, a crit-
ic who reviews poetry, a font designer, a 
person who engineers and maintains ma-
chines for printing books, a person who 
improves upon the types of paper or ink 
used in books, a person who decides how 
to distribute books, a teacher who teaches 
the poems in their classroom, a curricu-
lum designer who figures out how to in-
tegrate them into a high school English 
curriculum, an SAT question writer who 
uses the poems for a section of the exam, 
and more.  

Finally, about your anxiety. Auntie’s 
philosophy on anxiety is that you should 
worry to a certain extent, but there is 
a line between paying attention to the 
things you need to do in a situation and 
constantly stressing out about what you 
can’t control. It seems like you are taking 
all the actions you need to in this situa-
tion, which itself might be a comfort. You 
already knew what to do! You’ll be fine.

ADVICE

Ready for it?
Auntie Matter on finding all you need in this life: love and summer employment

ARTS WANTS 
YOU
JOIN@TECH.MIT.EDU
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By Hanna Tuomi

As winter approaches, New England 
can begin to anticipate cold weather and 
snow. But while we begin to brace our-
selves against the elements, we must simi-
larly protect ourselves from the onset of flu 
season.

The United States experiences annual 
flu outbreaks, usually starting in October 
or November and sometimes lasting until 
May. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
monitors flu indicators such as laboratory 
test results, influenza hospitalizations, and 
deaths. Outpatient visits for flu-like symp-
toms such as fever, sore throat, runny nose, 
cough, headache, muscle and joint pain, or 
malaise, are also counted in order to deter-
mine the beginning of “flu season.”

The CDC recommends getting vac-
cinated against influenza annually. Flu 
viruses evolve every year, even within a 
“flu season.” At MIT, the Shoulders Lab, 
headed by Matthew Shoulders, is gener-
ally interested in protein folding and how 
it affects viral evolution. The lab specifi-
cally investigated the mechanisms behind 
influenza virus evolution and published 
their findings in the papers “Host pro-
teostasis modulates influenza evolution” 
in eLIFE in Sept. 2017 and “Destabilized 
adaptive influenza variants critical for in-

nate immune system escape are potenti-
ated by host chaperones” in PLoS Biol-
ogy in Sept. 2018. Graduate student Anna 
Ponomarenko and Angela Phillips PhD ’18 
led the work. For Phillips, this topic “is es-
pecially appealing from the perspective of 
viral evolution because viruses are rapidly 
mutating.”

The lab currently studies viral evolution 
using both influenza and HIV, viruses that 
mutate rapidly and are able to develop re-
sistance to antiviral therapeutics and vac-
cines. According to Phillips, this high mu-
tation rate has a downside for the viruses: 
“these mutations can also be detrimental 
to the viral proteins and can hamper viral 
protein folding, so we were really interest-
ed in how this protein folding constrains 
viral evolution.”

In the initial eLIFE paper, the lab dis-
covered that cellular factors such as chap-
erone proteins were involved in the evo-
lution of influenza. Chaperone proteins 
exist in human cells to help proteins fold 
properly. Ponomarenko likens chaperones 
to expert furniture assembly, saying they 
are  “the complex network in the cells that 
helps its own proteins to fold and achieve 
proper structure that is critical to function.”

The lab sought to look into if and how 
this host protein folding network impacts 
viral evolution.

To approach this question, Phillips de-
scribes how in their recent PLoS paper, the 
lab used a collection of influenza viruses 
with mutated nucleoproteins. The library 
was used to infect host cells with varying 
levels of chaperones, and the lab then ana-
lyzed the chaperone-viral protein interac-
tions for each mutant.

The study found experimental evi-
dence that this host folding network of 
chaperones is critical for flu evolution, 
likely by allowing the mutant flu protein 
to fold. The virus “hijacks [the] systems” 
that human cells use to make protein, 
“[uses] them to resolve some defects, 
and that’s how it propagates,” explained 
Ponomarenko.

While the Shoulders Lab focuses on the 
fundamental research behind the evolu-
tion, Phillips and Ponomarenko see how 
the results could eventually be applied to 
treatments. A potential outcome could be 
using a chaperone inhibitor, in addition to 
an antiviral, “to prevent [viral] resistance 
from developing,” Phillips says. “We are 
very far from that, but I think it is a promis-
ing approach for the future.”

For now, our main defense against the 
influenza virus is vaccinations. The CDC 
explains how the flu vaccine is redesigned 
every season to protect against the strains 
of influenza that are most likely to circu-

late in a given year. The composition of 
a season’s flu vaccine is determined by 
collecting and analyzing influenza virus 
samples from over 100 influenza centers 
in over 100 countries. The World Health 
Organization then assembles biannually 
to recommend which viruses to include in 
flu vaccines, but ultimately, every country 
decides their vaccine composition for the 
upcoming season.

The CDC suggests getting vaccinated 
early, before the flu starts spreading. After 
getting the vaccine, it takes around two 
weeks for your body to develop the correct 
antibodies to fight against a particular flu 
virus strain. It is recommended to get vac-
cinated by the end of October.

MIT Medical began offering flu clinics 
starting Oct. 3 on the Cambridge campus. 
The vaccine for this year is quadrivalent or 
has four components. It protects against 
influenza A (H1N1 and H3N2) and two 
strains of influenza B. All MIT Medical pa-
tients older than 10, employees, students, 
affiliates, and retirees can get flu vaccines 
by going to walk-in clinics or calling the 
Flu Line at 617-253-4865 to make an ap-
pointment. The remaining campus clinics 
this year are Oct. 16 from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
in the Stratton Student Center (W20), and 
Oct. 18 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Tang 
Center (E51).

SCIENCE IN YOUR LIFE

Investigating influenza
Findings about the flu virus were made by the Shoulders Lab 

Creative collaboration
The ‘How to Generate (Almost) Anything’ project yields everything from dresses to 
graffiti

By Joanne Yuan

Have you ever considered what AI-
inspired pizza might taste like? Or how 
perfume with AI-generated recipes might 
smell?

Pinar Yanardag, a postdoctoral asso-
ciate at   MIT’s Media Lab explores these 

questions and more through her “How 
to Generate (Almost) Anything” series, 
which she describes as an example of MIT 
hacking culture and designed to “playfully 
show how we can use technology to create 
cool stuff.” In this project, humans and AI 
collaborate on everything from designing 
dresses to cooking up recipes for pizza.

First, because AI has to learn from a 
database of similar objects, Yanardag and 
her team find datasets for what they want 
to create. This sometimes involves reading 
blogs to find what kind of resources artists 
working on that area use. After obtaining 
that data, they decide what kind of algo-
rithm would fit well to generate something 
similar, train the algorithm for several days 
or weeks, and finally look at the results to 
see what the AI has dreamt up.

Yanardag and her team then contact 
potential collaborators. “Most of the time, 
people are super interested in doing a col-
laboration,” notes Yanardag.

After selecting a couple of promising 
recipes, they work to then bring the reci-
pes to life.

Rather than strictly adhering to what AI 
generates, however, artists use it as inspira-
tion. And while the ideas generated by AI 
may seem out of the ordinary, it’s that char-
acteristic that can lead to innovation, allow-
ing people to, as Yanardag believes, “create 
things that they wouldn't create otherwise.”

“When we collaborated with a dress de-
signer, she really liked [the AI’s creations] 
because she found it really odd and re-
ally inspiring. She said she wouldn’t even 
think of [it] if it wasn’t for the AI.”

Something that surprised her, how-
ever, was how receptive people were to 
the AI’s unusual creations (which include 

a shrimp, jam and Italian sausage pizza 
and a futuristic-looking hat). People were 
very willing to try out the creations, even 
if they initially seemed strange, and some 
ended up really enjoying the results of the 
human-AI collaboration.

Yanardag has also found the process to 
be rewarding in more ways than one. Be-
fore this project, she had never tried mak-
ing graffiti before, but now, she says, “I’m 
really interested in learning more about 
graffiti art and actually trying to create my 
own graffiti.”

But will AIs one day be able to do the 
creative work on their own?

“I think AI is going to be really good in 
creating things that probably don’t need 
human interpretation or feedback much.” 
Although AI systems are getting better and 
better, Yanardag notes, “I think people’s 
tastes and people’s opinions will change 
over time too. So maybe, [it’s the] feedback 
loop between AI and humans that will cre-
ate the best outcome.”

“[Ultimately], I think AI and humans 
are dependent on each other. I don’t see a 
future where AI can completely take over.” 
In the future, however, just like people now 
collaborate with each other, perhaps peo-
ple will also collaborate directly with AI.

Visit howtogeneratealmostanything.
com for more information on Yanardag’s 
project.

COURTESY OF PINAR YANARDAG

The artist IMAGINE and Pinar Yanardag pose with  human-AI collaborated graffiti in 
Graffiti Alley, Cambridge.

Are you handy with a 
pen?

join @ tech.mit.edu
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[2055] Bluetooth

Bluetooth is actually named for the tenth-century Viking king Harald “Bluetooth” Gormsson, but the protocol developed by 
Harald was a wireless charging standard unrelated to the modern Bluetooth except by name.

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Apple Picking
Solution, page 7

6 3
4 3 6 7 8 2

7 4 6
9 8 5 3

2 4 3 1
4 5 1

5 1 6 2 9 8
3 7

Country Roads
Solution, page 7

45× 48×

5× 36× 20×

96× 60× 1

2× 5× 3

3 30× 9+

48× 1

Pet Phrases by Billie Truitt
Solution, page 7

ACROSS
1 Ram or rooster
5 Flat-topped hills
10 Junk in an in-box
14 Top poker cards
15 Noteworthy happening
16 Large brass instrument
17 “Let’s just leave __ that”
18 Fifty minutes after the hour
19 Leave out
20 Frustratingly difficult
23 Corn serving
24 “A mouse!”
25 “Same here”
28 Observed
31 Western Florida city
35 Took a chair
36 Pageant crowns
39 “The Farmer in the __”
40 Dressing for impressing
43 Rebound of sound
44 “To be specific . . .”
45 Boise’s state:  Abbr.
46 Holders of fishing line
48 Unhappy

49 Wipe clean
51 Part of UCLA
53 “We’re number __!”
54 Tell the police everything
63 Opera solo
64 Birds that honk
65 Triple-decker cookie
66 Young stallion
67 Reddish hair dye
68 Lacking strength
69 Leg joint
70 Watch secretly
71 Back of the neck

DOWN
1 Postal delivery
2 Start of a play
3 Cause of a dripping pipe
4 High regard
5 Cab-fare calculator
6 At any time
7 Transmit
8 Prefix meaning “against”
9 Boulder
10 Military lockup

11 Mountain lion
12 Just slightly
13 “Welcome” rugs
21 French-speaking Caribbean 

nation
22 Obtain
25 According to
26 Pasta topping
27 __ moment (currently)
28 Stories spanning decades
29 Enticing smell
30 Ebbed
32 Newspapers, TV, radio, 

etc.
33 Walks heavily
34 Seaweed
37 Rural stopover
38 Mo. city
41 Turnpike’s collection spot
42 “Laughing” African beast
47 Costa del __ (region of 

Spain)
50 Fame
52 Sounds of lament
53 Mermaid’s home

54 Burlap bag
55 Clothes-pressing appliance
56 River through Egypt
57 Hang on to
58 “__, meeny . . .”

59 “It will come __ surprise 
. . .”

60 Neck of the woods
61 Gather from the fields
62 Oxen’s harness
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FREE TICKETS FOR MIT STUDENTS! Use code MIT at (617) 354-6910 or BMV.org

In celebration of the start of our anniversary and John Harbison’s 80th birthday, we open 
our 50th Season of New Music with IF, a monodrama co-commissioned by BMV based on 
Hölderlin’s “If, from the distance” featuring the BMV debut of soprano Lucy Fitz Gibbon. 

The program also includes Niccolo Castiglioni’s Tropi (a selection from BMV’s first season), 
Judith Weir’s Blue-Green Hill and Gunther Schuller’s Four Vignettes—both past BMV 
commissions—and a new bagatelle by Eitan Steinberg.

Our 50th Anniversary Concert featuring the World Premiere of John Harbison’s IF

Saturday, Oct. 20, 2018 at 8pm | MIT’s Kresge Auditorium

Richard Pittman
Music Director

HARBISON

FITZ GIBBON

IF    FROM               THE                      DISTANCE

“The cornerstone of the city’s new music groups.” – The Arts Fuse

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE IN CAMBRIDGE

 500 sf at 545 Concord Ave      655 sf at 545 Concord Ave
 904 sf at 545 Concord Ave      1,094 sf at 810 Memorial Dr
 1,234 sf at 810 Memorial Dr    1,250 sf at 552 Mass Ave
 1,310 sf at 545 Concord Ave   2,550 at 186 Alewife Brook

14,600+ sf at 810 Memorial Drive

For additional information and pictures, please go to
www.ValtiCommercial.com and search for ‘verbeke’

Patrick Verbeke | Broker | KW Commercial Cambridge
Tel: 617-230-3638 Email: Patrick@ValtiRealEstate.com
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Are you a 
tetris ninja?

Use your 
powers 

for good!

...by joining 
the production 
department at 
The Tech!
join@tech.mit.edu
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Do you have 
a question 
for 
President 
Reif?

Join The Tech’s news 
department!

join@tech.mit.edu

Want to gain  
marketable  
job skills?

E-mail  
join@tech.mit.edu

Join  
The Tech’s 
Technology 
department 
and learn 
how to use 
•	Linux
•	Apache
•	PHP
•	Python
•	Perl
•	OSX
•	MySQL
•	and more!

Like taking pictures? 

Join the photography 
department of The Tech!

Email join@tech.mit.edu or join us 
for dinner Sunday nights at 6pm in 

our office (W20-483)
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