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Black Lives Matter activists discuss racial discrimination in Boston as part of a panel held at the MIT 
Day of Action that took place April 17 at the Stata Center.

COURTESY OF PAULA COUNTOURIS

Murals of Senior Haus is going to be on display at the Wiesner 
Student Art Gallery in the student center starting this weekend.

 By Patricia Gao 
 EDITOR 

 Starting this weekend, the Wi-
esner Student Art Gallery will pres-
ent an exhibit titled  Murals of Senior 
Haus .  Th e exhibit will feature full-
size prints and a virtual reality expe-
rience of murals that were painted 
in Senior House, MIT’s oldest dorm. 
A reception will be held on the eve-
ning of May 3. 

 Paula Countouris G, former Se-
nior House resident and main orga-
nizer of the exhibit, explained to  Th e 
Tech  that the documentation of the 
murals started last summer while 
the closure of Senior House was 
underway. 

 “When things started to go south, 
I realized that no one was thinking 
about the murals,” Countouris said. 
“So I started the process of docu-
menting all of them. About 30 or 50 
people have had their hands in this 
project, including current students, 
alumni, and staff .” 

 Countouris explained that docu-
mentation took some time, mostly 
because of the sheer number of Se-
nior House murals. “Since 1996, over 
451 murals have been painted in 
Senior House,” she said. “Th ere are 
ones in rooms, in suites, in stairwells 
and in bathrooms. Th ey’re really us-
ing the internal architecture of the 

Senior Haus murals 
exhibit to premiere  
 Murals to be displayed in student 
center art gallery April 21–May 7 

 By Whitney Zhang 
 FEATURES EDITOR 

 Around 20 students currently 
studying at MIT are “Dreamers,” 
protected by the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
policy. DACA allows certain un-
documented immigrants who were 
brought to the U.S. as children to 
receive a deferral from deportation 
and be eligible for a work permit. 

 Dreamers’ lives were turned 
upside-down last November when 
President Donald Trump declared 
he would rescind DACA. Th is 
January and February, two fed-
eral judges prevented the rescis-
sion of DACA, temporarily secur-
ing Dreamers’ ability to remain in 
America, but leaving their futures 
uncertain. Th roughout this pro-
cess, the MIT administration and 
community has supported Dream-
ers in many ways — from providing 
legal services to setting up phone 
banks. 

 Recently,  Th e Tech  correspond-
ed over email with Ian Bouche ’21 
and interviewed Jose Gomez ’17, 
Johan Villanueva ’20, and Avital 
Vainberg ’21, all Dreamers, to dis-
cuss the eff ect of DACA and MIT’s 
response to its planned rescission 
on their lives. 

  A “weight on my shoulders”  
 At the age of two, Bouche came 

with his parents to the U.S. from 
Buenos Aires, Argentina to es-
cape the Argentine economic cri-
sis. Bouche and his family lived in 
Puerto Rico under a business visa 
for his father’s company. Th en, in 
2007, his father traveled to Argen-
tina and found upon return that his 
visa was no longer valid. 

 Bouche’s family tried to renew 

their visa, but unlike previous 
years, his father’s company was re-
quired to make at least one million 
dollars per year. Unable to meet 
that quota, Bouche’s family contin-
ued as undocumented immigrants. 

 “Th e introduction of DACA 
gave my sister and [me] — both es-
sentially raised in America — lots 
of breathing room while the visa 
situation got resolved” and lifted a 
“weight on my shoulders,” Bouche 
said. 

 Bouche recalls his parents call-
ing him when Trump declared 
DACA’s rescission, and feeling 
that weight return to his shoul-
ders. Bouche said that as a result, 
“Th ere’s more stress around my 
family as we try to prepare for the 
worst” and he feels less “apt as an 
applicant for jobs and internships.” 

 But, the worst part he says, is the 
uncertainty: “I just want to know 
what’s going to happen already.” 

  In search of “a normal 
experience”  

 At fi ve years old, Gomez immi-
grated with his parents from Nuevo 
León, a state in northern Mexico, to 
McAllen, Texas, where he lived un-
til he was 18 years old. 

 Gomez explained that because 
of the proximity to the border, bor-
der patrol had a widespread pres-
ence in McAllen. Th erefore, even 
with the high numbers of Hispanic 
and undocumented people, Go-
mez had to guard himself from 
everyone around him and always 
have “in the back of [his] head” a 
wariness of border patrol. 

 Gomez grew up poor, but said 
that he “made the most of it.” By 
freshman year of high school, he 
knew he wanted to be an engineer, 
and by sophomore year, he was 

dreaming of attending MIT. How-
ever, as an undocumented student, 
Gomez had extra barriers to ap-
plying for college. Since McAllen 
is inside an interior checkpoint, a 
checkpoint within the U.S. where 
motorists are stopped and required 
to verify their residential status, 
Gomez could not travel far beyond 
his hometown to attend college. 
Gomez also had extra concerns 
about paying for school, as undoc-
umented students cannot apply for 
FAFSA or many other scholarships. 

 Luckily, DACA was instituted 
in Gomez’s junior summer, and 
opened for him the opportunity to 
enroll in MIT’s Class of 2017 — the 
fi rst class after MIT changed its 
policy to accept undocumented 
students. 

 Gomez says that DACA was 
critical to his having “a normal ex-
perience at MIT,” where, like other 
students, he could UROP and in-
tern. At one point, he says he even 
considered doing MISTI after he 
received Advanced Parole, which 
allows Dreamers to leave the U.S. 
without losing their DACA status. 

 Th e blocked rescission of DACA 
has continued to allow Gomez to 
work as an applications engineer at 
a local robotics startup. 

  A confl icted identity  
 Villanueva’s father fi rst came 

to the U.S. from Colombia. Th en, 
when Villanueva was one year old, 
he and his mother fl ew to Chicago 
to join his father. Th ey overstayed 
their tourist visa and have since 
been residing in the U.S., where Vil-
lanueva attended Chicago’s public 
schools. 

 Villanueva received his DACA 

 FEATURE 

Dreamers face uncertain futures 
despite temporary protection 
 MIT provides support and advocacy for DACA students 

 Day of Action encourages service, 
engagement with local community 

 Th e second annual MIT Day 
of Action, which took place April 
17, saw interaction between MIT 
and the larger community to 
work on common political, eco-
nomic, environmental and social 
issues. Day of Action seeks to ful-
fi ll MIT mission “to bring knowl-
edge to bear on the world’s great 
challenges” and is also inspired 
by the March 4 movement at MIT 
in 1969 that brought together 
scientists to discuss how their 
research should be used for so-
cially constructive purposes. 

 Free and open to the pub-

lic, the event included lectures, 
town-hall type sessions, fi lm 
screenings, workshops, and 
booths where student groups 
and community organizations 
conducted outreach. Topics dis-
cussed included malicious tech-
nology use ranging from nuclear 
weapons to AI, incarceration 
reform, science advocacy, and 
immigration, with the goal of 
promoting open dialogue “from 
the widest variety of intellectual, 
religious, class, cultural, and po-
litical perspectives.” 

—  Sheila Baber 

Murals, Page 14

DACA, Page 14
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South Korea in talks to formally 
end Korean War

Dignitaries react to the death of 
Barbara Bush

In a statement, President Donald Trump said that “as a wife, 
mother, grandmother, military spouse and former first lady, 
Mrs. Bush was an advocate of the American family.”

On both sides of the aisle, lawmakers joined him in empha-
sizing Bush’s support for literacy programs. Through the Bar-
bara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy and other outlets, it 
was one of her most treasured causes.

“Through her own work to promote literacy as a value in 
every American home, countless families now have the knowl-
edge and skills they need to thrive in all aspects of their lives,” 
President Jimmy Carter said in a statement.

Bush is survived by her husband, her brother, five children, 
17 grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren, many of 
whom shared tributes of their own.

 —Maggie Astor, The New York Times

Kansas trio convicted in plot to 
bomb Somali immigrants

WICHITA, Kan. — Federal jurors convicted three men 
Wednesday of plotting to blow up an apartment complex 
where Somali refugees live and pray in Garden City, Kansas. 
The domestic terrorism verdict came at a time when threats 
against religious and racial minorities are rising nationally, 
and the case drew interest from the highest levels of the Justice 
Department.

“The defendants in this case acted with clear premedita-
tion in an attempt to kill people on the basis of their religion 
and national origin,” Attorney General Jeff Sessions said in a 
statement.

The men, Curtis Allen, Gavin Wright and Patrick Stein, all 
of whom are white, appeared stoic as the verdicts were read at 
the federal courthouse in Wichita. Defense lawyers had tried to 
convince jurors that their clients were manipulated by the FBI.

“He was a member of a militia. He loved his guns. This was 
a lifestyle,” Melody Brannon, a lawyer for Allen, told the jury.

The trial focused on a period before the 2016 presidential 
election when a paid FBI informant infiltrated a militia group 
that included the three men and secretly recorded hours of 
their conversations.

Politics were front and center throughout the trial, with 
defense lawyers portraying the FBI as a bullying-government 
force that used its informant to steer their clients from hateful 
speech to violent plotting.

 —Mitch Smith, The New York Times

Pentagon says Syria strikes hit 
‘heart’ of chemical weapons 
program

WASHINGTON — Defense Department officials said Satur-
day that U.S.-led strikes against Syria had taken out the “heart” 
of President Bashar Assad’s chemical weapons program, but 
acknowledged that the Syrian government most likely retained 
some ability to again attack its own people with chemical 
agents.

Warplanes and ships from the United States, Britain and 
France launched more than 100 missiles at three chemical 
weapons storage and research facilities near Damascus and 
Homs, the officials told reporters, in an operation that Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Pentagon leaders hailed as a success.

“A perfectly executed strike last night,” Trump wrote on 
Twitter. “Thank you to France and the United Kingdom for 
their wisdom and the power of their fine Military. Could not 
have had a better result. Mission Accomplished!”

 —Helene Cooper and Ben Hubbard, The New York Times

Carlotta Gall
THE NEW YORK TIMES

ISTANBUL — President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey on 
Wednesday called elections for 
June 24, almost a year and a half 
earlier than scheduled, saying the 
situation in Syria and Iraq, as well 
as economic stability, demanded it.

Erdogan surprised many ob-
servers by calling the elections so 
soon, as well as while Turkey re-
mains under a state of emergency. 
The state of emergency, in place 
since a failed coup in July 2016, 
gives the police added powers, re-
stricts the right of assembly and is 
likely to constrain campaigning.

But Erdogan’s abrupt move 
seemed intended to seize a ripe 
moment — he remains the coun-
try’s most popular politician, with 
some 40 percent support — to con-
solidate his powers.

The elections, both presiden-
tial and parliamentary, will bring 
forward Turkey’s transition to a 
presidential system under which 
the president will gain still more 
authority.

“Although its seems there are 
no serious issues arising as the 
president and the government are 
working in harmony, the diseases 
of the old system can confront us 
at every step,” Erdogan said in a 
speech broadcast live on television. 
“For our country to make decisions 
about the future more strongly and 
apply them, passing to the new 
governmental system becomes 
urgent.”

Minutes later, the Turkish Par-
liament approved a request from 
Prime Minister Binali Yildirim to 
extend the state of emergency — 
which has been in force since the 
failed coup — for another three 
months, the Turkish news agency 

Anadolu reported.
While the coup attempt was 

violent — nearly 250 people died, 
including Erdogan’s election cam-
paign manager and close friend — 
critics have since accused him of 
using the extended powers under 
emergency rule to crack down on 
political opponents and dissent.

Tens of thousands have been 
jailed, accused of links to Fethullah 
Gulen, the Islamist cleric accused 
of masterminding the coup, or to 
other designated terrorist organiza-
tions. And over 100,000 people have 
been suspended from public-sector 
jobs.

Defense Minister Nurettin Can-
ikli said Wednesday that the gov-
ernment had identified 3,000 top-
level officers belonging to the Gulen 
movement inside the military, and 
was preparing to purge them soon 
with a government decree, the An-
adolu news agency reported.

Erdogan calls early Turkish 
elections in bid to solidify power

Choe Sang-Hun and Jane 
Perlez

THE NEW YORK TIMES

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea confirmed Wednesday that it 
had been in talks with both Ameri-
can and North Korean officials 
about negotiating a peace treaty to 
formally end the Korean War after 
more than 60 years, as the United 
States and its ally try to establish a 
basis for persuading the North to 
give up its nuclear weapons.

Chung Eui-yong, the nation-
al security adviser to President 
Moon Jae-in of South Korea, said 
he had discussed the matter with 
John Bolton, his newly appointed 
American counterpart, in Wash-
ington last week, as they prepared 
for the planned talks between 
each of their countries’ presidents 
and Kim Jong Un, North Korea’s 
leader. South Korean officials said 
they had also been in talks with the 
North about a possible treaty.

Kim told Chung and another 
South Korean official last month 
that the North was willing to give 

up nuclear arms if it received se-
curity guarantees. In the past, the 
North has said that a peace treaty 
and the normalization of ties with 
the United States would be among 
the security guarantees it would 
require in exchange for surrender-
ing its nuclear program.

Referring to his meetings with 
Trump administration officials, 
Chung said on Wednesday, “We 
held in-depth discussions on vari-
ous ways of how to end hostilities 
and eventually establish a peace 
regime on the Korean Peninsula, 
how to address the North Korean 
concerns, and how to ensure a 
bright future for the North if it 
makes the right choice.”

“Mr. Bolton made it clear to me 
that he will do his best as an honest 
broker in successfully implement-
ing President Trump’s peace policy 
on the Korean Peninsula,” Chung 
added.

President Donald Trump said 
Tuesday that a peace treaty was 
being discussed and that he ap-
proved of the idea. The president, 
who confirmed Wednesday that he 

had sent Mike Pompeo, the CIA di-
rector, to meet with Kim, has said 
he would meet with the North Ko-
rean leader in May or early June, 
after Kim’s April 27 talks with 
South Korea’s president, Moon, on 
the Koreas’ border.

The Korean War was halted in 
1953 with a truce and has never 
been formally brought to a close. 
China fought on the North’s side 
and the United States on the 
South’s, and both are signatories 
to the armistice, along with the 
North; South Korea, at the time, 
refused to sign it. Any peace treaty 
would therefore have to involve 
Washington and Beijing, South 
Korean officials acknowledged 
Wednesday.

China said Wednesday that it 
wanted to play a positive role in 
formally ending the war, in which 
an estimated 3 million Chinese sol-
diers fought. But it stopped short 
of endorsing the idea of a treaty, 
which is likely to involve extensive 
negotiations and would require 
the recognition of North Korea by 
the United States.

By Sarah Weidman
STAFF METEOROLOGIST

The phrase “April showers 
bring May flowers” has at least 
halfway come to fruition this 
year. The Northeast has experi-
enced several large rainstorms 
this spring with another big 
storm happening today. April 
as a whole has been relatively 
cold for the region, and some 
of the more western states in 
the Northeast may even re-
ceive snow during this storm. 
The second half of the phrase 

is still uncertain, but the wet 
spring will hopefully bring lots 
of green and flowers to campus 
in the coming weeks.

Spring so far could not be 
described as warm, but that 
warmth may be just on the ho-
rizon. Once the current storm 
blows through, the sun is ex-
pected to come out and warm 
up the area. This may finally 
bring an end to cold  weath-
er  for the year to welcome us 
into the end of the semester 
and summer. No promises, 
though.

Warm weather is 
coming — later
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Thursday, April 19, 2018

Extended Forecast
Today: Rain. High around 42 °F (6 °C). Northeast winds at 

5-10 mph.
Tonight: Chance of showers. Low around 37 °F (3 °C). 

Northwest winds at 8-12 mph.
Tomorrow: Cloudy with a slight chance of showers. High 

around 51 °F (11 °C) and low around 32 °F (0 °C). North-
west winds at 10-15 mph. 

Saturday: Mostly sunny. High around 54 °F (12 °C) and low 
around 37 °F (3 °C).

Sunday: Sunny. High around 56 °F (13 °C).

WEATHER
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Mark Landler
THE NEW YORK TIMES

ALM BEACH, Fla. — President 
Donald Trump declared Wednes-
day that he would scrap a planned 
summit meeting with North Korea’s 
leader, Kim Jong Un, or even walk 
out of the session while it was un-
derway, if his diplomatic overture 
was not heading toward success.

Trump continued to express 
optimism — verging on eager-
ness — about sitting down with the 
North’s reclusive leader. But as the 
momentum for a meeting grows in 
both Washington and East Asia, the 
president acknowledged that it was 
a perilous undertaking that could 
still end in failure.

“If I think that it’s a meeting that 
is not going to be fruitful, we’re not 
going to go,” Trump said at a news 
conference at his Mar-a-Lago es-
tate in Florida, standing alongside 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan. 
“If the meeting, when I’m there, is 
not fruitful, I will respectfully leave 

the meeting.”
Trump’s words reinforced his 

decision to send CIA Director 
Mike Pompeo on a secret trip to 
meet Kim. Pompeo, nominated 
by Trump last month as secretary 
of state, played advance man for 
the president in Pyongyang, laying 
the groundwork for the planned 
meeting.

Among the potential hurdles 
for the gathering, Trump said, 
were three U.S. citizens detained 
in North Korea. The president said 
that the United States was “fighting 
very diligently” to obtain their re-
lease and that there was a chance of 
positive developments.

Still, Trump conspicuously 
declined to make their release a 
precondition of his meeting with 
Kim. He also did not demand any 
new concessions from North Ko-
rea beforehand, underscoring how 
determined he is to make history 
by convening with the leader of a 
country he threatened with war a 
few months ago.

In preparing for the planned 
event, Trump’s decision to dispatch 
his CIA director reflected the presi-
dent’s trust in and comfort with 
Pompeo, as well as how diplomats 
were sidelined in brokering what 
could be a landmark encounter.

“Meeting went very smooth-
ly and a good relationship was 
formed,” Trump said in an early 
morning Twitter post before he 
went golfing with Abe. “Details of 
Summit are being worked out now. 
Denuclearization will be a great 
thing for World, but also for North 
Korea!”

Pompeo is still awaiting confir-
mation to his new post, and faces a 
challenging vote in the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee, where 
several Democrats have come out 
against him. The White House and 
Republicans seized on Pompeo’s 
trip as another reason for the Sen-
ate to confirm him, while Demo-
crats said he had misled them by 
failing to disclose his mission, even 
in private conversations.

Trump warns he may exit talks with 
North Korea

Pressed by hard-liners, 
U.S.-trained environmentalist 
quits post in Iran

An American-educated Iranian expert on water who returned to 
Iran to take a Cabinet-level job in the government of President Has-
san Rouhani officially resigned in exile Wednesday, a month after 
having left the country while under pressure from hard-liners.

In a letter posted on his Twitter account, the expert, Kaveh 
Madani, 36, who had been Iran’s No. 2 environment official, wrote 
that hard-liners had considered him an outsider and a threat. Mem-
bers of the security forces had hacked into his computers, he said. 
He had been called in for questioning in January during the arrests 
of nearly a dozen people involved in environmental activism.

One of those arrested, Kavous Seyed Emami, a well-known pro-
fessor and naturalist, died in Evin prison in February under suspi-
cious circumstances.

Madani, the deputy head of the Department of the Environ-
ment, a Cabinet position, had been visiting Bangkok in March when 
a private photo taken 5 years ago in the United States showing him 
dancing was leaked on the internet. Iranian officials are supposed 
to adhere to strict laws that forbid dancing. After months of pres-
sure and intimidation, Madani decided not to return to Iran and 
does not want to disclose his current location.

 —Thomas Erdbrink, The New York Times

Feud over oil pipeline embroils 
Canadian provinces

OTTAWA — While much of the world may be focused on Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s threats of a trade war with China, Canada’s 
attention right now is on a commercial feud within its own borders.

The provinces of British Columbia and Alberta are locked in a 
battle over a $7.4 billion expansion of a pipeline that runs from Al-
berta’s oil sands to a tanker port near Vancouver, a plan approved 
long ago.

Many British Columbians fear that increased tanker traffic 
could lead to spills along a coastline that is a global tourist attrac-
tion. Alberta argues that the pipeline is vital to its energy industry 
and the entire Canadian economy.

The rhetoric and threats from both provinces has often been in-
temperate, and the dispute has put Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
in a difficult situation, forced to choose sides in an argument that 
boils down to the economy on one hand and the environment on 
the other.

 —Ian Austen, The New York Times

Huawei, failing to crack U.S. 
market, signals a change in 
tactics

SHENZHEN, China — In a grand hotel ballroom on Tuesday, 
Huawei executives laid out a soaring vision for the future. The Chi-
nese electronics giant, already the world’s biggest supplier of the 
equipment that powers the wireless age, now wants to provide the 
digital backbone for artificial intelligence, the internet of things 
and other transformative technologies.

But that future is increasingly looking as if it will not include the 
United States.

Last week, the company laid off five American employees, in-
cluding William B. Plummer, the executive who was the face of its 
Sisyphean efforts to win over Washington, according to people fa-
miliar with the matter. Huawei has also been dialing back its politi-
cal outreach in the United States, these people said — which could 
end a decade of mostly fruitless efforts to dispel Washington’s ac-
cusations that the company has ties to the Chinese government.

 —Raymond Zhong and Paul Mozur, The New York Times

Puerto Rico loses all power after 
freakish accident

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — After seven months and close to 
$2.5 billion, almost everybody in hurricane-ravaged Puerto Rico 
had their lights back on — until a freak accident on Wednesday 
plunged the entire island once again into darkness.

The Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority had boasted Wednes-
day morning that less than 3 percent of its customers remained 
without power, substantially concluding what some estimates 
called the biggest power failure in U.S. history. The island of 3.4 
million residents was open for business again, government offi-
cials said.

It was only a few hours later that an excavator working near a 
fallen 140-foot transmission tower on the southern part of the is-
land got too close to a high-voltage line. The resulting electrical 
fault knocked out power to nearly every home and business across 
the storm-battered American territory, authorities said, a cata-
strophic failure that could take up to 36 hours to restore.

 —James Wagner and Frances Robles, The New York Times

New York attorney general seeks 
power to bypass presidential 
pardons

Attorney General Eric T. Schneiderman of New York is moving 
to change New York state law so that he and other local prosecu-
tors would have the power to bring criminal charges against aides 
to President Donald Trump who have been pardoned, according 
to a letter Schneiderman sent to the governor and state lawmakers 
on Wednesday.

The move, if approved by Gov. Andrew Cuomo and the Legisla-
ture, would serve notice that the legal troubles of the president and 
his aides may continue without the efforts of Robert Mueller, the 
special counsel investigating possible Russian interference in the 
2016 presidential election.

—Danny Hakim and William K. Rashbaum, The New York Times

Raúl Castro prepares to resign as 
Cuba’s president, ends dynasty 

Azam Ahmed
THE NEW YORK TIMES

HAVANA — Raúl Castro, who 
took over from his brother Fidel 
12 years ago and led Cuba through 
some of its biggest changes in de-
cades, is expected to step down 
Thursday and hand power to some-
one outside the Castro dynasty for 
the first time since the Cuban revo-
lution more than half a century ago.

During his two terms as presi-
dent, Castro opened up his Com-
munist country to a small but vital 
private sector and, perhaps most 
significantly, diplomatic relations 
with the United States. It was a no-
table departure from his brother’s 
agenda, yet it was possible only be-
cause he, too, was a Castro.

His hand-picked successor, 
Miguel Díaz-Canel Bermúdez, 57, 
is a Communist Party loyalist who 
was born a year after Fidel Cas-
tro claimed power in Cuba. His 
rise ushers in a new generation of 
Cubans whose only firsthand ex-
perience with the revolution has 
been its aftermath — the early era 
of plenty, the periods of economic 

privation after the demise of the 
Soviet Union, and the fleeting dé-
tente in recent years with the Unit-
ed States, its Cold War foe.

Officials started gathering here 
in Havana on Wednesday morning 
and put forward Díaz-Canel as the 
sole candidate to replace Castro, 
all but assuring his selection by the 
Communist Party.

Though Díaz-Canel’s path to 
the top office has been forecast for 
years, many an heir apparent be-
fore him has fallen by the wayside 
in the search for a successor to lead 
the country, whether because of 
party disloyalty, snide remarks or 
projecting too much power for the 
Castros’ liking.

In that delicate balancing act, 
Díaz-Canel, a former provincial 
leader who became the most im-
portant of Cuba’s vice presidents, 
has shown the sort of restraint 
prized by the Castros.

But that same caution has left 
him an enigma both inside and 
outside the country.

Few U.S. officials — even those 
in the U.S. Embassy in Havana — 
have spent time with him or can 

claim to have shared more than a 
few passing words. Even the most 
seasoned Cuba experts have only 
faint clues as to what he will do, 
how he will lead and how much 
latitude he will have to chart his 
own course.

Cuba’s next president could be 
hemmed in from multiple sides. 
For one, Raúl Castro is expected to 
remain the head of the Communist 
Party and wield great influence. 
Even Fidel, who ruled Cuba since 
the revolution, did not officially 
become president until years later, 
allowing others to occupy the post 
while he ran the country.

Beyond that, the diplomatic 
opening with the United States 
has closed abruptly under Presi-
dent Donald Trump, limiting 
Díaz-Canel’s ability to maneuver 
economically.

“There is nothing in his résumé 
to suggest he is going to take risks,” 
Theodore Piccone, a Cuba scholar 
at the Brookings Institution, said of 
Díaz-Canel. “But that is the way the 
system works — anyone willing to 
take the risk before now would not 
be in line to be the president.”

Matthew Haag
THE NEW YORK TIMES

About 20 minutes after take-
off on Tuesday, Capt. Tammie Jo 
Shults was steering a Southwest 
Airlines plane toward cruising alti-
tude, generally considered the saf-
est part of a flight. But then the left 
engine exploded.

The blast hurled debris into 
the side of the plane. A passenger 
window shattered. The cabin de-
pressurized. A woman was partly 
sucked outside the plane. Passen-
gers panicked and flight attendants 
sprang into action.

In the cockpit, Shults remained 
calm as she steadied the aircraft, 
Flight 1380. “Southwest 1380 has 
an engine fire,” Shults radioed to 
air traffic controllers, not a hint of 
alarm in her voice. “Descending.”

In an instant, Shults found her-
self in a situation most pilots face 
only during training: having to land 

a plane after an engine goes out.
For the next 40 minutes, she 

displayed what one passenger later 
called “nerves of steel,” maneuver-
ing the plane, which had been on 
its way from La Guardia Airport 
in New York to Dallas Love Field, 
toward Philadelphia for an emer-
gency landing.

In the seats behind her, pas-
sengers sent goodbye text mes-
sages to loved ones, tightened 
oxygen masks around their faces 
and braced for impact. Flight atten-
dants frantically performed CPR 
on the critically injured passenger, 
who later died at a hospital.

But Shults, 56, was in control. 
She learned to fly as one of the 
first female fighter pilots in the 
Navy three decades ago, piloting 
the F/A-18 Hornet in an era when 
women were barred from combat 
missions.

“Can you have the medical meet 
us there on the runway,” Shults 

calmly told air traffic controllers in 
Philadelphia. “They said there’s a 
hole and, uh, someone went out.”

At 11:20 a.m. Eastern time, 
Shults steered the plane, a two-en-
gine Boeing 737, to a smooth land-
ing on Runway 27L at Philadelphia 
International Airport. The left en-
gine looked as if it had been ripped 
apart.

“This is a true American hero,” 
Diana McBride Self, a passenger, 
wrote in a Facebook post. “A huge 
thank you for her knowledge, guid-
ance and bravery in a traumatic 
situation. God bless her and all the 
crew.”

Another passenger, Alfred 
Tumlinson, was more direct in his 
praise. “She has nerves of steel,” 
Tumlinson told The Associated 
Press. “I’m going to send her a 
Christmas card — I’m going to tell 
you that — with a gift certificate for 
getting me on the ground. She was 
awesome.”

Southwest pilot who landed 
crippled plane is Navy veteran
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 GUEST COLUMN 

 Pass/No Record falls short 
 A modi� ed ABC/No Record system could work instead 

 By Samantha Russman and Talia 
Weiss 

 As we remember it, the classic freshman 
year walk of shame was a 3 a.m. shu�  e 
back home from the 18.03 pset box after a 
night of frantic last-minute psetting — and 
some amount of aimless chatting — in a 
group of � ve friends. As we turned back, we 
saw another group of disheveled freshmen 
approaching the same box. In other words, 
we had all failed spectacularly to shake the 
unfortunate study habits that we had ab-
sorbed the prior semester, during Pass/No 
Record. 

 How did we, and our friends, end up 
there? Like many others, we were swayed 
by a widespread freshman culture — and, 
as we will argue, a damaging one — that 
emphasizes social activity and fun. At the 
core of this culture is P/NR, a policy de-
signed to relieve academic pressure by 
striking all letter grades from freshman fall 
transcripts. While P/NR may appear a sav-
ing grace from God (or the administration, 
rather), many MIT students � nd that it re-
sults in a certain “freshmanitis” — a lack 
of motivation, paired with a disregard for 
consequences—to the point that “P/NR” is 
used frequently as a substitute for “YOLO.” 

  e P/NR culture has recognizable sig-
natures. When we were freshmen, upper-
classmen in our dorms would often quip, 
“You’re on P/NR. Why are you studying?” 
While we avoided heeding the infamous 
advice, “You’re not doing P/NR right un-
less you get all Cs,” the attitude underlying 
that type of statement inevitably began to 
seep into our subconscious, undercutting 
our motivation to focus on school.  e P/
NR culture a� ected our behavior, especially 
because we were eager to make new friends 
upon starting college, and thus more vul-
nerable to social pressure than at most 
other times in our lives. We know that this 
freshman culture may not exist to the same 
degree in every sub-community at MIT, but 
it is undeniably pervasive and in� uential. 

  e culture surrounding P/NR has two 
major consequences.  e � rst is that it 
undermines freshmen's ability to develop 
good study habits and time management 
skills.  e P/NR mentality makes it di�  cult 
for freshmen to be purposeful about estab-
lishing their approaches to academics.  is 
occurs in-part because being a good stu-
dent critically relies on creating a clear dis-
tinction between social life and academic 
life.  is distinction is blurred by a culture 
in which everything is expected to be social. 
For example, during our freshman fall, it 
seemed perfectly normal to spend portions 
of lecture time chatting with friends. In 
the P/NR context, it was a given that pset-
ting was a social experience. As a result, we 
too regularly got distracted while psetting, 
and we often did not attempt problems on 
our own before working with others, mak-
ing it di�  cult to actually learn from those 
problems. 

 In our experience, it is important that 
students develop good academic habits 
early on in their college careers because it 
is more di�  cult to undo bad habits than 
to establish good ones in the � rst place. In 

order to fully bene� t from later classes, we 
had to intentionally resist and change hab-
its we acquired freshman fall. Until we did 
so, the habits that we � rst fell into a� ected 
our ability not only to earn good grades, but 
also to learn as much as possible from our 
classes. 

  e second consequence of P/NR 
culture is that, by fostering and excusing 
“freshmanitis,” it encourages underper-
formance in GIRs. Once freshmen realize 
that they are comfortably on-track to pass 
their � rst term classes, the e� ort that they 
put into those classes tends to dramatically 
decline. Later, these students realize that 
they have missed out on fully understand-
ing key foundational concepts — and then 
have to scramble to learn that material for 
their coursework. 

 As proponents of Pass/No Record 
contend, some freshmen begin MIT less 
prepared than others, in terms of knowl-
edge and study skills, and P/NR provides 
a safety net for those freshmen.  e policy 
we are proposing to replace P/NR aims to 
support underprepared freshmen with a 
more moderate safety net, while restoring 
incentives to develop good study habits 
and learn from classes. 

 We propose that freshmen should re-
ceive fall term grades according to the 
ABC/No Record system, with one key ad-
dition: students should have the option 
to retrospectively “no record” a single 
class of their choosing,  after  � nal grades 
are posted. Our suggested policy would 
cultivate a more positive and productive 
culture than the one created by P/NR, 
because the policy presents some conse-
quences (grades) for carelessness towards 
school. As a result, we would see improve-
ment in freshmen’s ability to develop 
study skills and learn GIR material. 

 Furthermore, each student who earns 
a low grade in the fall would be faced with 
a decision: retain the grade or drop the 
grade and retake the corresponding class 
(assuming the class is required). Students 
who opt to retake courses would thus 
have a second chance to properly learn 
useful material. 

 In addition, our sense is that this pol-
icy would most bene� t those who begin 
MIT with the least preparation. Students 
who are not very well-equipped to tackle 
MIT academics upon starting freshman 
year are especially likely to earn Cs.  e 
option to drop a passing grade would thus 

provide these students with some peace 
of mind, and the opportunity for a GPA 
boost. Also, often times, the least pre-
pared students particularly need to devel-
op good study skills, and our policy would 
help create an environment conducive to 
their doing so. We understand that many 
view P/NR as an e� ective way to help 
less prepared students acclimate to MIT. 
However, more data is needed to clearly 
con� rm or deny our impression that our 
policy would be at least as bene� cial for 
those students as P/NR. We would recom-
mend more research be done on the sub-
ject [1]. 

 One possible concern regarding our 
proposal is that, without P/NR, extracur-
ricular involvement and social life at MIT 
would be stunted. However, student life at 
MIT is already set up to encourage social-
izing and exploring hobbies. Freshmen 
are expected to collaborate on problem 
sets and to engage with some living group 
or other community — both activities that 
make mingling and forming friendships 
highly convenient. Moreover, many stu-
dents stay on campus during IAP and the 
summer, times they can use for personal 
exploration. 

 Some might also claim that P/NR 
helps to lessen the level of depression and 
anxiety among freshmen at MIT. While 
we cannot speak here to the myriad ways 
that grades might a� ect mental health, in 
our experience, a major source of men-
tal strain at MIT is students’ tendency to 
compare themselves with others. Unfor-
tunately, freshmen do this even when � -
nal grades are not reported (we know we 
did), since students � xate on and com-
pare a number of academic metrics be-
yond transcripts — such as course-load 
and individual exam scores. 

  e freshman culture created by P/NR 
replaces another culture, one focused on 
academics, research, creativity and in-
novation — in short, all the great things 
that MIT has to o� er. People choose to 
come here because they  enjoy  STEM 
(and sometimes HASS!) and want to have 
meaningful experiences through classes 
and research. Pass/No Record warps the 
way we see academics, making it uncool 
to be passionate about school.  e policy 
change we recommend would help build 
upon freshmen’s eagerness to get the most 
out of MIT and foster their engagement 
with the Institute’s broader community. 

   [1]  is research could address the 
question, “To what degree do freshmen 
who really struggle in the fall improve by 
the spring?” ( e 2008 Committee on the 
Undergraduate Program Review of P/NR 
provides some insight into this.) Another 
relevant question is, “To what extent do 
those freshmen seek out relevant resourc-
es during the fall, as opposed to getting 
help later on?”  e research could also in-
vestigate the potential e� ect of expanding 
advising for underprepared students, to 
help them develop necessary study skills 
and � nd valuable resources. 

Talia Weiss and Samantha Russman 
are members of the MIT Class of 2018.

� e policy we are 
proposing to replace 
P/NR aims to support 
underprepared 
freshmen with a 
more moderate safety 
net, while restoring 
incentives to develop 
good study habits and 
learn from classes.
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 By Tafsia Shikdar 
STAFF WRITER

Editor’s Note: � is interview has been ed-
ited for length and clarity.

Why did you choose Course 4?
 � at’s a long story. I applied to MIT for 

computer science but then became more 
interested in entrepreneurship. When 
I came to MIT, I was semi-interested in 
Course 15. I formatted my freshman year to 
only include 15-3 (Finance) subjects to see 
if I would like it — as well as utilize that PNR 
(Pass/No Record)! I thought I did, but after 
spring break, I was talking to my accounting 
professor, who said, “You clearly have en-
trepreneurial passion — why are you doing 
� nance?” In spite of what you might think, 
� nance is a very speci� c � eld that isn’t al-
ways a natural progression into entrepre-
neurship. � is realization, coupled with 
the fact that I was dancing about 25 hours 
a week, meant school suddenly seemed less 
attractive. I wanted to leave MIT, to focus 
on a visual communication startup I was 
working with, located in Boston. However, 
S3 convinced me to simply take a year o
  
instead of cancelling my undergraduate 
registration. 

 At the start-up, I met Fatima Kabba, who 
was the chief design o	  cer. � is is an un-

common role unless you’re within a com-
pany as big as Apple. I got to hear about 
her experiences through art school as well 
as her perspective on the role that design 
has in the world — not just to make things 
look pretty! I decided that to have the im-
pact I wanted to have as an entrepreneur, I 
wanted to take a design approach instead of 
a business route. Business focuses on num-
bers and optimizing equations while design 
is focused on user experience. 

 Fatima encouraged me to check out the 
MIT Architecture Department. So after a 
discussion with the Course 4 department 
head and a semester away, I came back to 
MIT to pursue the brand new pilot Art and 
Design major. However, over IAP, I had to 
take an intensive Architecture studio to 
keep on track with my degree and � nally 
decided to major in architecture since it’s a 
nice hybrid of math and computer science, 
as well as art and design. 

What’s the di� erence between art and 
design?

 Art is about self expression, but design 
is the expression of someone else — you 
have to adapt to � t the situation and carry 
through someone else’s speci� cations. I 
think the ACT classes I’m taking alongside 
architecture allow me to think more freely. 
For example, my current project involves 

envisioning an island containing struc-
tures that can’t be found on earth, such as 
a 3-D liquid cube. I’m using the same soft-
ware that Disney uses to create animations, 
modelling how things on this island interact 
with each other. 

How did you get into dance?
 I’ve always loved expressing myself in 

some visual way. It started as acting when I 
was younger; then, there was a phase of my 
life where it was all robotics and school, but 
I got bored with just that. I’ve been playing 
� ute since third grade, so, in high school, I 
joined the marching band. � at led to color 
guard, which eventually led me to dance in 
junior year of high school. I used to think 
I had to catch up, but then realized that in 
dance, talent and an early start will only get 
you so far. It’s all about the time and e
 ort 
you put into it. You hear stories of people 
who started at 18 who are now at the top of 
the game at age 22. 

Where do you currently dance?
 During freshman year of MIT, I joined 

MIT Mocha Moves, Ridonkulous and Move-
Mentality — they’re all di
 erent � avours of 
urban dance. However, I realized that I had 
to leave collegiate groups if I really wanted 
to improve, so when I left MIT, I focused 
on training in local studios around Boston. 
In the fall, I started auditioning for groups 
within Boston — now, I’m part of Crewnex 
and a new debut group called N/A. I like 
joining multiple groups because, in each 
one, I grow my skills in di
 erent ways. I’ll 
have one teacher who really emphasises 
smooth � owy movement and then another 
who teaches explosive movements. � is 
forces my body to � nd a distinction be-
tween the two  —  to choose to be � owy or 
more staccato. 

What else do you like to do in your free 
time?

 Almost 100 percent of my time is split 
between school and dance with the occa-
sional after-performance party. In my life, 
I’m lucky that work, school, and play are al-
most all the same thing  —  di
 erent ways to 
express creativity. In my free time, I’ll watch 
3-D tutorials on better use of 3-D rendering 
software because I � nd it so fun to play with 
right now, although it’s technically school 
work.    

What do you like best and least about 
MIT?

 I like the fact that MIT allows people to 
come in undeclared and doesn’t force you 
into one thing immediately. You still can 
dive straight in, like I did, and then change 
your mind. S3 is so used to people wanting 
to leave — they know you’re going to come 
back! What I like least is that MIT students 
get too caught up in what they are doing. I 
wish people explored more. My photogra-
phy class is full of juniors and seniors who 
were looking to take a fun class and then 
express regret that they didn’t take these 
classes earlier. 

What are you looking forward to over 
the next two years?

 Finding a niche that I can really dedicate 
all my time into. Right now, my classes are a 

broad range: photography, graphic design, 
architecture, and writing. I didn’t want to 
� nd it too early, but I also don’t want to stay 
open forever! I want to say it’s going to be 
design computation, but I guess I’ll � nd out. 

Would you rather be given $1000 or 
have a charity of your choice be given 
$1000?

 De� nitely the charity. Generally I tend to 
give money away  —  recently I’ve been try-
ing to donate to dance initiatives in the area. 
I think Boston has a lot of potential, but it 
su
 ers a lot from gentri� cation, due to all 
the universities, and there is a huge wealth 
gap, so I try to give to dance teams who 
don't have nice practice spaces, etc. Yet, in 
that case I might have to take it, since I’m 
not sure that there are o	  cial dance chari-
ties … Still, the idea is to give the money to 
someone who would bene� t the most from 
it. 

Would you rather be able to detect any 
lie you hear or get away with any lie you 
tell?

 I feel like I would be a very sad person if I 
could detect all lies, so I think I would rather 
be able to get away with any lie I tell. I don't 
even know if that is something I would use, 
but I would rather that then having to listen 
to all these lies! 

What one thing would you want to 
have with you on a desert island?

 Probably a sketchbook … but with a 
pen? I’d probably just make random stu
  to 
occupy my time on the island … so maybe I 
need a saw instead? 

What one value do you prize above all 
others?

Feeling authentic. I try to avoid doing 
anything that feels wrong, no matter what 
the outcome may be. I remember talk-
ing about someone’s annoying habits and 
thinking:  Well, how would they feel if they 
were listening to this?  So I rephrased it in a 
way that I would feel comfortable saying to 
their face. I’m a big believer in constructive 
criticism! 

 Dance and design 
 Meet Eke, a sophomore with a lot of experience in uncertainty 

Eke M Wokocha

Class of 2020

Major in Course 4 
(Architecture), Minor in 
Course 15 (Management); 
Concentration in Course 
4 (Art, Culture and 
Technology — ACT)

Off-campus apartment

From Washington, D.C.

   Phi Kappa Sigma 
“SkullHouse” (Greek 
Life) ,  Crewnex and N/A 
(Off-campus dance) 

JOSEPH LEE

Eke dances with Crewnex and N/A.
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WILSON GOMARGA

In the chemistry department's "Marvelous Molecules at Play," 
one prefrosh volunteer carefully poured hydrogen peroxide into 
the huge flask to set up the Elephant’s Toothpaste experiment 
April 12.
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By Ivy Li
ARTS EDITOR

Jewish brothers Joseph and Maurice 
and their family are on the run within a Na-
zi-occupied France. The film is based on Jo-
seph Joffo’s powerful memoir about Joseph 
and Maurice’s separation from their family 
and their escape from the Nazis that hunt 
them down. Multiple times, the family is re-
united, only to be forced to separate just af-
ter arriving; later, the brothers are captured 
by the Nazis, held at gunpoint, and slapped 
in the face for not admitting they are Jew-

ish. “Are you Jewish?” The insistent answer: 
“No.” 

Joseph and Maurice both go off on a 
journey. This is a cycle of escapades; the 
parents reveal that this was not the first 
time the family had to escape when we hear 
about the pogroms in Russia. The broth-
ers’ journey is long, as it seems that over 
the next few years, the Nazis occupy more 
and more of France. Fewer people can be 
trusted. Yet we witness moments of kind-
ness, the first from a lucky meeting with a 
priest who continues to help them, and an 
interesting one with a Jewish doctor work-

ing for the Nazis.
The narrative plays with irony of the need 

to deny one’s identity in order to save it, but 
the most powerful moment is its ending. Jo-
seph ends up working for a bookstore owner 
who is an anti-Semite, but after France is 
freed, the townspeople revel in this freedom 
and begin to attack the bookstore owner and 
his family. Joseph, who was forced to deny 
his identity throughout the entire film, final-
ly stands up and announces “I am Jewish!” 
to the terrified bookstore owner. Their eyes 
meet; he unknowingly had been protecting 
a Jewish boy the whole time — the one that 
he hated has now saved his life.

This is a story about trading one’s identity 
for survival. The symbolic gesture of trading 
your Jewish identity for survival comes early 
on as Joseph exchanges his yellow star for a 
bag of marbles that eventually is left behind. 
Each time the brothers leave a city marks 
a breaking of promises, a shred of dignity 
and innocence remains before them. What 
Joseph grips onto most tightly is the blue, 
beaten-up marble that is his. He clenches 
it tightly during his bout of meningitis. Sur-
vival is paramount, and, clenching onto the 
precious blue marble, Joseph holds out hope 
that there is a reason to keep living. 

With less powerful or clever writing, the 
film could easily have felt too lengthy with 
the numerous long moments not directly 
involved with the Nazis, but this is a film 
about livelihoods, not just an escape. We 
move from a barber shop fashioning the ap-
pearance of others to a youth working facil-
ity where Joseph and Maurice fashion their 
identities as Algerian Catholics. They aren’t 
always running; sometimes the journey also 

involves selling cigarettes in Nice or playing 
in a field of grass. 

The aesthetic language of the film re-
flects this: the lush background of France’s 
cities and greenery, coupled with the emo-
tive orchestration, the French poeticism and 
meditative tone take over the film. Joseph, 
the precocious younger brother, lets us in 
on his thoughts of his developing philoso-
phy on living and why he chooses to live. 
We watch him grow up from the “crybaby” 
(as his brother calls him) who lost his blue 
marble to one who refused to let go of his life. 
For, even in times of crisis, happiness can ex-
ist, and that is what they seek.

MOVIE REVIEW

Would you trade your identity for a bag of 
marbles?
A Bag of Marbles adapts Joseph Joffo’s memoir and his escape from the Nazis

★★★★☆

A Bag of Marbles
Directed by Christian 
Duguay

Screenplay by Christian 
Duguay and Benoît 
Guichard

Starring Dorian Le Clech, 
Batyste Fleurial, Patrick 
Bruel, Elsa Zylberstein

Rated NR

Now Playing

By Muskaan Aggarwal

Every two minutes, someone in the 
United States is assaulted. Four hundred 
thousand untested rape kits are sitting 
abandoned in police warehouses across 
the United States. In just one U.S. city, of 
10,895 rape kits, there were 1,684 Com-
bined DNA Index System (CODIS) hits, and 
of those 1,684 hits, there were only six total 
convictions.

HBO’s new documentary, I Am Evidence, 
starts with harrowing statistics about sexual 
assault in America. Flashes of survivors’ sto-
ries are shown. The survivors are young and 
old, Caucasian and minorities, yet the mes-
sage is clear: sexual assault transcends eth-
nicity, race, age, and any other demograph-
ic used to divide people. But, I Am Evidence 
is not a documentary about sexual assault 
in America; it is a documentary about the 
aftermath of sexual assault. I Am Evidence is 
the story of rape kits.

Spanning over three major cities, Detroit, 
Cleveland, and Los Angeles, I Am Evidence 
uncovers the skeleton in every city’s police 
department: the thousands of untested, 
virtually discarded rape kits. There are only 
eight states that have laws requiring the test-
ing of both current and backlogged sexual 
assault kits. There is a strong case for testing 
all these backlogged rape kits because rape 
kit testing revealed 770 serial rapists in just 
one city of one county of one state. Only 10 

states in the United States were not affected 
by the rape kits found in Detroit, in one city. 
Most importantly, there are 400,000 survi-
vors waiting for justice to be served — their 
bodies were literally crime scenes; they are 
living, breathing evidence.

I Am Evidence chronicles the journeys of 
four different survivors: Erika, Helena, Am-
berly, and Danielle. Erika, a survivor from 
Detroit, was just 21 when she was assaulted. 
The police officer handling her case told her 
it was unlikely that her perpetrator would 
be caught because there were just too many 
kits waiting to be tested before her. Helena, 
a survivor from LA, fought for 14 years to get 
her rape kit tested. It was only after Helena 
got in touch with a powerful ex-District At-
torney that the sheriff's office called her 
back and finally tested her rape kit. Her 
rapist was a long-distance truck driver; he 
could have raped women all over the coun-
try. In fact, the investigation revealed that 
Helena’s rapist had raped a woman named 
Amberly in Ohio a few years later. After-
wards, Amberly, a bright young high school 
graduate, turned to drugs to cope with the 
trauma. Another survivor, Danielle was also 
raped as a young woman. Yet, when Nicole 
Disanto asked her to identify her rapist from 
a photo lineup years later, she identified 
him within seconds.

Using the backdrop of these neglected 
rape kits, I Am Evidence showcases the 
plight of women’s rights in America. Sexual 
assault survivors are called whores, hoes, or 
heffers in police reports; they are blamed 
for their rapes by virtue of their clothing, 
their location, or their relationship with the 
rapist; their rape kits are neglected and de-
stroyed by police departments citing lack of 
resources and degree of importance. If, de-
spite all of this, they still have the courage to 
get a rape kit done, they are treated simply 
as numbers instead of humans by law en-
forcement. They have to live with the knowl-
edge that, in America, they are simply not 
important. Kym Worthy, a state prosecutor 
spearheading the rape kit backlog testing in 
Detroit, said it best, “Nobody gives a damn 

about women in this country.”
Something that sets I Am Evidence apart 

from other women’s rights commentar-
ies is that it acknowledges the disparity of 
women’s rights between Caucasian women 
and women of color. Kalimah Johnson, the 
executive director of SHASHA, center plays 
a chief role in describing this disparity. In 
her interview, she states that if the victim 
was a woman of color or a woman with a 
substance abuse problem, she would get a 
call from the nurse requesting her to come 
down to the hospital at her leisure. But, if 
the woman was white or a woman of color 
with political clout, the call would come 
from a doctor telling her to come to the hos-
pital immediately. Kalimah’s experience is 

just one of many used in the documentary 
to highlight the importance of skin color in 
America.

I Am Evidence was moving and power-
ful; it was shocking. It was the ideal balance 
of harrowing statistics, horrible stories, and 
hope for change. I Am Evidence does a phe-
nomenal job at erasing all the categories 
that separate Americans into cohorts and 
connecting with the viewers solely as hu-
mans. It makes you want to stand up and 
do something; it makes you believe that 
everyone is capable of bringing about some 
change. It is a must-watch for all, especially 
for those who believe that the fight for wom-
en’s rights is over. It’s not. This is a problem 
that affects everyone.

DOCUMENTARY REVIEW

The shocking state of rape kits in America
The hardest part of recovering from sexual assault trauma should not be getting your 
rape kit tested

I Am Evidence
Directed by Trish Adlesic 
and Geeta Gandbhir

Produced by Mariska 
Hargitay and Trish 
Adlesic

HBO

COURTESY OF GAUMONT

Jewish brothers Joseph (Dorian Le Clech) and Maurice (Batyste Fleurial) Joffo 
wary of Nazi soldiers in Christian Duguay’s film A Bag of Marbles.

COURTESY OF HBO

Untested rape kits in an evidence room in the documentary I Am Evidence.
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By Patricia Gao
EDITOR

In one of the final scenes in the movie 
The Prestige, two magicians confront each 
other and one of them says something along 
the lines of, “Don’t you get it? Magic is all 
about the audience. People live in a gritty, 
sad world … and if you can take them out 
of it for a second, and make them believe in 
something better, your trick is worthwhile.”

I’m sure most people understand that. 
It’s hard to be completely optimistic on your 
own, what with famine, poverty, and the 
confusing architecture of the stud. Luckily 
for me, I have music to turn to. I have every 
kind of playlist, from my Dad’s ’80s clas-
sics to the angstiest Foster the People to the 
soundtrack of The Social Network.

Granted, only a few artists really cheer 
me up, and BANNERS is one of those. Part 
of this, interestingly enough, is because I 
recently got to speak with the singer-song-
writer himself. When I received the oppor-
tunity to interview Michael Joseph Nelson 
(which is the off-stage, actual person name 

of BANNERS), I already knew who he was. 
A few of his songs — including the popu-
lar “Someone To You” and the hidden gem 
“Gold Dust” — were an integral part of my 
Spotify account. BANNERS has the likeable 
English throatiness of bands like The 1975 
and Amber Run, but the soft surprise of his 
high notes is a unique pleasure. His songs, 
generally upbeat, can be glum, but they’re 
nowhere near as moody as Bastille’s.

Anyway, BANNERS is playing at Café 939 
this Friday. A couple of weeks ago, I would 
have encouraged you to go — but now that 
I’ve spoken to BANNERS himself, I am ada-
mant: this concert will be worth going to, 
100 percent. Or, at least, BANNERS wants to 
make it that way for you.

First and foremost, this will be the first 
time BANNERS has come to Boston, and 
he’s wanted to be here for a while. One 
reason is Boston’s similarity to BANNERS’s 
hometown, Liverpool — the Boston Red Sox, 
BANNERS pointed out to me in our phone 
interview, is owned by the same group that 
owns the Liverpool Football Club. “I like 
the architecture of Fenway Park,” BANNERS 
said. “I’d like to come and have a look at 
that.”

“Also,” he added, “I think a Liverpool ac-
cent and a Boston accent are the two ones 
that are impossible to do an impression of.”

BANNERS likes Liverpool. “I wouldn’t 
want to be from anywhere else,” he told me. 
“The way I see it is that, when I’m out away 
from Liverpool, I’m an ambassador from the 

city. So anybody that I meet …  I want them 
to think, Oh man! People from Liverpool are 
cool. There’s so much great music from Liv-
erpool, and I would love to be even a foot-
note of that.”

As you can probably see at this point, 
BANNERS is a super optimistic man. “It all 
seems like such bad news,” he said, as we 
chatted about climate change, politics, and 
the general state of the world. “I’m always 
trying to think of ways to make this better. 
And the thing I’ve landed on is music. I can’t 
change how political systems work, but I can 
spend an hour-and-a-half on a weeknight 
playing for people, and I can make that ex-
perience positive for them, and they can 
go away feeling respected and loved. More 
and more, that’s the thing I am determined 
to do.” So he’s well rehearsed in performing 
live, though of course it took a while to get 
to this point. “Performing live is a lot harder 
than you would ever really appreciate until 
you’ve done it,” he said. “Just trying to get 
the lyrics right, just trying to get the chords 
right, trying to remember to mute your gui-
tar every time you take it off … it takes a little 
bit of time to really make it a show, to really 
express that you’re enjoying it. It’s tough, but 
I’m starting to get the hang of things.

“I like to talk to the audience as well. I 
don’t like to rehearse stuff to say. The audi-
ence that night is so special, that specific 
gig, and those specific people. It’s such 
an honor that people would spend their 
money to come and watch. It still blows 

me away every time that there are people 
there.”

Fans of BANNERS might like to know that 
one of his personal favorites of the songs 
he’s written is “Ghosts,” which he described 
to me as “very personal.”

“I wrote it on my own,” he said, “in the 
middle of the night on the piano in my dad’s 
house. It just sounded so great for a spe-
cific arrangement in that room and came 
out really quickly and is about quite a spe-
cific experience of mine. And now, every 
single time when I get to play it onstage, and 
there’s people singing it, I really have a mo-
ment with that song because I didn’t really 
write it for anybody. I just wrote it for myself 
and somebody I was with at the time, and it’s 
such a mind-blowing experience that now I 
can play that song, and there’s people that 
know it and have had their own experiences 
with it! It’s such an honor and such an amaz-
ing thing.

“There’s a moment that happens with 
that song that just shows you how special 
music can be.”So we know that BANNERS, 
like that one guy in The Prestige, understands 
a principle of performance. I encourage 
you to watch him on April 20 — regardless 
of whether you’ve heard BANNERS before, 
you’ll enjoy his preview of an unreleased 
song and something quite like magic.

Also, he told me his favorite vegetable 
(if tomato and mushroom don’t count) is 
zucchini. How can you not want to support 
someone like that?

ARTIST INTERVIEW

Listen to him, he likes zucchinis
Why you should be excited about singer-songwriter BANNERS coming to Boston

BANNERS
Café 939

April 20

By Johnson Huynh
ASSOCIATE ARTS EDITOR

Next Act’s latest production moves away 
from the darkness and towards the spotlight 
in this amusing rendition of The Addams 
Family. This macabrely funny musical takes 
us on a closer look at the titular family. In 
fact, you have the first scene unabashedly 
introduce everyone as they come to the 

cemetery to celebrate all the Addams: liv-
ing, dead, or undecided. Gomez (Rupayan 
Neogy ’19) starts off the musical with “When 
You’re an Addams.” Dancing in the back-
ground are: Morticia (Victoria Longe ’18), 
Wednesday (Cecilia Esterman ’21), Pugsley 
(Sammy Luo ’18), Uncle Fester (Srini Ra-
ghuraman Grad Student), Grandma (Olivia 
Saouaf ’19), and Lurch (Joey Noszek ’20).

With a little help from the pit orchestra, 
which is conveniently next door, the Ad-
dams reveal all the ways that they are dif-
ferent from the modern American family. 
They revel in the dark and frightening. Their 
definition of a fun family night is heading 
into the graveyard as all the undead arrive. 
Needless to say, this isn’t your typical Brady 
Bunch. 

On the other hand, the main cast is such 
a charming group of people that you grow to 
love them for who they are. You can’t help 
but smile when Wednesday lovingly totes 
her crossbow around the stage. In that re-
gard, even Gomez and Morticia’s peculiar 

relationship is something to appreciate. No 
longer the shadowy master of the house 
that the film depicts, this Morticia is un-
apologetically the head of the house. Pow-
erful yet loving, Morticia obviously holds 
enough power to both manage the family 
and all of its ghosts. Contrast this with the 
more sniveling Gomez, who spends his days 
practicing fencing with the butler. Everyone 
and everything seem to have a place in this 
cheerfully dismal world. 

That is, of course, until Wednesday falls 
in love with Lucas Beineke, a normal per-
son from Ohio. In an attempt to bring the 
Addams and the Beinekes together, the 
two lovebirds plan a dinner at the Addams 
house. Of course, the best-laid of rats and 
zombie men oft go awry. A mistaken po-
tion, a unpredictable storm, and a general 
disruption of relationships all flip the world 
upside down. 

All the characters spend the rest of the 
play trying to navigate this tricky labyrinth 
called genuine human connection. You’ll 

see brother and sister reconcile, couples 
split, and marriages renew. It’s a nuanced 
thing, balancing the intrinsically difficult 
part of life with the characteristic comedy of 
the production. Despite the musical’s shift 
into the most tense part of the story, it never 
fails to showcase all of the humor that so de-
fined it. Never skipping a beat, the musical 
jumps from Fester’s love letter to the moon 
in “The Moon and Me” to the impressive 
choreography in “Tango de Amor,” in which 
Gomez and Morticia tango their way back 
into each other’s hearts. I have to commend 
the work of the choreographer, Lindsey 
Orgren, who found a way to animate each 
scene with inventive dance pieces. In ad-
dition, commendations must be said of the 
lighting, which gives an otherworldly tone to 
the scenes, making the Addams seem even 
more different from your average Joe. 

All in all, The Addams Family is a heart-
warming tale of family and the people that 
come into our lives, whether they’re alive or 
not. 

THEATER REVIEW

The world in varying shades of gray
You need a little bit of darkness to see all the stars on stage

BOOK REVIEW

Few vague ways of ‘fixing’ your broken heart
Guy Winch’s How to Fix a Broken Heart is a nice read, but ultimately may be more useful 
to the bystander

By Mahi Shafiullah
EDITOR

What do you do when your heart is 
broken?

It’s a hard question, with perhaps a dif-
ferent and an unclear answer for everyone. 
Broken hearts are an undeniable reality of 
life, yet there seems to be rarely a response to 
it other than “get over it.” So, when licensed 
psychologist Guy Winch, PhD offered a me-
thodical way of “getting over it,” I, as a college 
student right out of my teenage years (with 
my fair share of heartbreaks in the past), read 
and reviewed it for you.

Winch starts each chapter with a story of 
a heartbreak — not just romantic ones, but 
also the ones over the deaths of a beloved pet 
— that his patients told him during his prac-
tice. He extracts his thesis each chapter right 
out of the story, showing how his patients 
may have acted against their best interest. He 
goes beyond theorizing, and presents action-

ables that may help the recently-heartbroken 
to deal with their heartbreaks better.

I won’t bore you or kill Winch’s business 
by listing the actionables here. But, I’ll tell 
you something: it doesn’t have that much 
extra content over what you can find in 
his TED Talk (http://bit.ly/winch-broken-
heart) by the same name. Why one spans 
100 pages while the other only 12 ½ minutes, 
I cannot even begin to explain.

In the book, Winch explains in detail 
how your instinct is not to be trusted once 
you have had your heart broken. He tells 
you how your brain may be showering in 
the same chemicals as those in a drug ad-
dict’s, yet you will not know them. Reading 
and knowing about them all is fine, per-
haps somewhat useful, too. But, given this 
truly grave situation, I question how many 
of the book’s lessons you might remember 
and practice once your heart is broken. It 
seems to me that perhaps a friend or fam-
ily who’s supporting someone else through 

a heartbreak, just like how Winch helps his 
patients, might be a better suited reader of 
this book.

Winch’s writing style is nothing fancy. It 
takes the possibly familiar, slightly patron-
izing tone that some therapists adopt when 
talking to their clients. The style isn’t entirely 
bad, but it can be exhausting. I found myself 
out of breath quite a few times even when 
I was reading a book that stretched slightly 
over 100 pages. The few illustrations strewn 
around the book were put in with good in-
tentions, I believe, but they end up being 
just pretty pictures more than anything else. 
Their paucity means they don’t help move 
forward the story Winch is telling, and their 
somber tone means anyone truly heartbro-
ken will only be more depressed encounter-
ing them.

I know better, or at least more clearly, 
about the pitfalls of heartbreak now that I 
have read this book, but I cannot say for sure 
I will practice them next time my heart gets 

broken. Perhaps when I am comforting my 
heartbroken friend, I can encourage them 
to practice a few tricks I learned here. In the 
end, that’s the biggest hope I can offer you 
if you choose to read How to Fix a Broken 
Heart.

The Addams Family
Written by Andrew Lippa

Directed by Rachel 
Thornton ’18

Next Act

April 12–April 14

★★☆☆☆

How to Fix a Broken 
Heart
Written by Guy Winch

Published by Simon & 
Schuster, as a part of TED 
Books

February 13
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So if you think you might 
be interested, or even if 
you just want to see what we 
do, join us for dinner in our 
office on the fourth floor of the 
Student Center (W20-483) on 
Sundays at 6 pm, or email us at 

join@tech.mit.edu

“
“

HELLO! 
WE MAKE THE TECH,  MIT’S

STUDENT NEWSPAPER!

If you like writing, graphic design, 
photography, business, technology,

(or pretty much anything else)

there’s a place 
for you here!

NOTES

NO EXPERIENCE 

 NECESSARY!

!

!

?
“

HELLO! 
WE MAKE THE TECH,  MIT’STHE TECH,  MIT’STHE TECH

STUDENT NEWSPAPER!

!
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SINGER WANTED
$500.00 for two songs on Saturday, 

June 30th at a Mount Auburn Cemetery 
service for my Mom. Male or Female 
with a beautiful voice, with or without 
acoustic instrument. Would love ‘Sleep 
Song’ from My Secret Garden as one 

of the songs, if possible. Please contact 
Susan at susang919@gmail.com to set 

up a call for more details.

Are you dying to tell someone 
your latest ephiphany? 

Write about it! 

Join Campus Life @ The Tech!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Have something to say?
Write opinion for The Tech!
opinion@tech.mit.edu
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Marathon Monday
Solution, page 16

4 9
9 1 7 8 3

3 5
2 5 6 4

3 5 4 2
6 3 5 9

7 2
2 9 7 3 4
6 8

Patriots’ Day
Solution, page 16

30× 2− 12×

5− 2× 11+

20× 6×

15× 6÷ 120× 2

6× 6 4

12+ 3

TAX DAY, AT LAST by Sandy Fein
Solution, page 16

ACROSS
1 Informal language
6 Take a crack __ (try)
10 Baby’s bed
14 No-no
15 Confront boldly
16 The __ Ranger (Western 

hero)
17 Major happening
18 Yoked animals
19 Not doing anything
20 Singing groups without 

sopranos or altos
22 Beef or pork
23 Fedora or beret
24 Arm joints
26 Church sale
30 Holder for eyeglasses
32 Emphatic typeface: Abbr.
33 And others: Abbr.
35 Ancient fable teller
40 Buyer-protection agency
43 Watch secretly
44 Make simpler
45 Highways: Abbr.

46 Fender mishap
48 Most prudent
50 Ask formally to appear
54 Grown-up boys
55 Japan’s continent
56 Water-supply storage areas
63 Convent dwellers
64 Word-of-mouth
65 Turn out to be
66 Carpet fastener
67 Roster
68 Shorthand expert, for 

short
69 Pub drinks
70 More or __ (approximately)
71 “Here’s to you!”, for one

DOWN
1 Flower stalk
2 Volcano outflow
3 Brother of Cain
4 __ of the above (something 

else)
5 Informal “I understand”
6 Underway, to Sherlock

7 Metered vehicle
8 Cake decorator
9 Forms of a verb
10 Go up a mountain
11 Cowboy show
12 Spouse’s mom or dad
13 Red vegetables
21 Sultan’s group of wives
25 Piece of lettuce
26 Paper Mate’s pen rivals
27 Perched on
28 Outlandishly comical
29 In addition
30 Diamond weight measure
31 “That’s too bad”
34 Adolescent
36 Portions of corn
37 Locale
38 Metallic rocks
39 “Hey, you!”
41 Invalidate
42 A smaller number
47 Sign up for something
49 Buy stocks or bonds
50 Driver of flying reindeer

51 Commonplace
52 Chop finely
53 Costumes’ head coverings
54 Thaws
57 A Great Lake

58 Back talk
59 Not fooled by
60 Creative thought
61 Competes in a marathon
62 Catch sight of

Cryoconite by Mehitabel Glenhaber
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1–9. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Midterm Season
Solution, page 16

29+ 14× 108× 2÷

7× 480×

252× 120× 18× 8× 5

48× 3 7

21+ 192× 336× 30+

1 270× 42× 2

10× 4 1 3

8 6− 360× 15+

16× 21× 4 9

Sunny Days by Ivy Li
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status in high school, soon after its 
enactment. Villanueva explained 
that it “opened doors” for him by 
allowing him to legally work and 
have other “formalities” like a so-
cial security number and state ID.

At MIT, Villanueva has been 
open about his status as a Dream-
er, freely discussing it in dorm 
lounges and with his friends. He 
said he hasn’t felt much backlash 
here but has been disappointed by 
the ignorance of some members of 
the MIT community. For example, 
he said he is often asked questions 
like, “Hey, why don’t you get your 
citizenship?” and has to explain 
that Dreamers are legally restrict-
ed from doing so.  

Even with the temporary secu-
rity of the court blocks, the lack of 
a path to citizenship has made it 
hard for Villanueva to feel he has 
an American identity — he pre-
fers to identify as Colombian and 
Chicagoan. He said, “It’s hard to 
think about what you are when 
[anti-immigration advocates tell] 
you you’re not that. I’ve been feel-
ing very conflicted. … [A path to 
citizenship] would make me feel 
prouder, more confident.”

Finding community
Vainberg, of strong Orthodox 

Jewish heritage, came to the U.S. 
from Israel when she was one and 
a half years old as a result of family 
issues. Like Villanueva, Vainberg 
overstayed her visa. Before com-
ing to MIT, she attended a private 
Jewish school. She has continued 
her strong involvement with the 
Jewish community through Hillel, 
a Jewish on-campus organization.

Vainberg said that DACA al-
lowed her to continue living her 
life as a regular teenager — like 
her friends, she could drive and 
obtain a part-time job. She re-
called that for her “sweet 16,” her 
grandparents called her from Is-
rael and asked what she wanted 
the most for her birthday. When 
they told her they would get her a 
driving permit, she was skeptical, 
since New York did not allow un-
documented people to drive. Her 
grandparents then said that they 
would pay the fee for her DACA 
application (currently $465), and 
Vainberg broke into tears.

DACA also allowed Vainberg 

to take a gap year and, through 
Advanced Parole, travel to Israel, 
an experience she describes as 
“incredible” and “amazing,” es-
pecially because most of her Or-
thodox Jewish community travels 
to Israel. During her trip, she was 
able to meet her extended fam-
ily, including her very elderly 
great-grandparents.

While she was there, however, 
Trump was elected and declared 
DACA’s rescission. Vainberg feared 
that she would not be allowed to 
return to the U.S. Fortunately, she 
was able to, but found that her 
DACA status expired five days af-
ter Trump’s declared renewal win-
dow, causing her to then fear that 
she would again be undocument-
ed and unable to work over the 
summer. Luckily, the court cases 
have since re-opened DACA status 
renewals, and Vainberg was able to 
renew her status over IAP.

During her time at MIT, Vain-
berg has been proactive in educat-
ing the Hillel community here and 
has invited some friends from Har-
vard’s Hillel community as well. 
While many community members 
were initially surprised, she said 
that they have been very support-
ive and willing to learn more about 
her situation.

Like Villanueva, Vainberg 
struggles with her American iden-
tity. She says she grew up Ameri-
can and everyone in Israel told 
her, “You’re so American!” But, at 
the same time, she says all of the 
complicated procedures — going 
around to government offices, get-
ting fingerprinted — to retain her 
DACA status make her feel like the 
U.S. government is constantly tell-
ing her, “You’re not American, you 
remember that!”

On-campus support and 
protections

Since DACA’s instatement, MIT 
has continuously provided support 
services to Dreamers. Dreamers 
work closely with Gerardo Garcia-
Rios, an associate dean and co-di-
rector of Student Support Services 
(S3). In an interview with The Tech, 
Chancellor Cynthia Barnhart PhD 
’88, explained that Garcia-Rios 
provides the students with a “point 
of contact” and works closely “as a 
group and one-on-one” with the 
Dreamers.

The DACA students that The 
Tech met with viewed Garcia-Rios 
as a trusted authority. When The 
Tech first emailed Villanueva for 
comment, Villanueva forwarded 
the correspondence to Garcia-
Rios, who then requested to speak 
with The Tech about the article. 
During the conversation, Garcia-
Rios emphasized that the students 
had control over their personal in-
formation and needed to be kept 
safe. Vainberg said that, overall, 
everything that Garcia-Rios has 
done for her has been helpful.

Gomez explained that after 
Trump’s election, a group of un-
documented students met with 
a group of MIT administration to 
discuss their concerns about a po-

tential DACA rescission. Accord-
ing to Barnhart, the group includ-
ed an ad-hoc Working Group on 
Potential Post-Election Changes to 
Federal Law and Policy and the Of-
fice of the General Counsel (OGC). 
Gomez explained that students 
brought up issues such as financial 
hardship, difficulty getting legal 
advice, and handling of Immigra-
tions and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) requests.

MIT was responsive to these 
discussions. Recently, MIT has 
declared it will adjust financial 
aid to meet DACA students’ needs 
if DACA students lose their work 
authorizations.

In addition, MIT retained Dan 
Berger, a partner at Curran & Berg-
er LLP, who specializes in immi-
gration law. Students can consult 
with Berger in person or over the 
phone. Berger has also conducted 
briefings and presentations with 
the MIT community on immigra-
tion issues. In an interview with 
The Tech, Vice President and Gen-
eral Counsel Mark DiVincenzo de-
scribed Berger as an “expert” and 
“national leader” on immigration 
and said he believed that Berger 
“has provided some of the stu-
dents comfort to be able to reach 
out to him.”

Vainberg said that she has used 
Berger as a resource to obtain in-
formation and advice. She appre-
ciated that the meetings have been 
“personal and private” and free for 
the students.

MIT has long-held the policy 
that MIT Police do not inquire 
about individuals’ immigration 
status or enforce federal immigra-
tion law. The OGC has helped clar-
ify guidelines on how MIT Police 
and the Division of Student Life 
(DSL) should respond to ICE or 
other third party requests.

The OGC drafted a protocol 
with MIT Police and the Division 
of Student Life (DSL) for respond-
ing to those requests. DiVicenzo 
explained that both MIT Police 
and DSL are instructed not to pro-
vide any student information vol-
untarily but to take identification 
of the asking party and then notify 
the OGC, which will coordinate 
an “appropriate response.” In ad-
dition, all legal process should be 

served on the OGC. The protocol 
has been distributed to all desk 
workers and security.

According to Barnhart, the ad-
ministration has also partnered 
closely with organizations like the 
Undergraduate Association (UA), 
Graduate Student Council (GSC), 
and FSILG officers to discuss how 
best to reach out and inform the 
MIT community. For example, 
they recently discussed a letter to 
the community, which led to Barn-
hart’s March 1 DACA update dis-
cussing recent advances in legisla-
tive activity and MIT’s policies and 
support systems for Dreamers.

Legislative and legal advocacy
Since the declared rescission 

of DACA, MIT has advocated for 
students on both legislative and 
legal fronts through lobbying in 
Washington, D.C. and submitting 
amicus briefs in five courts, in-
cluding for the California and New 
York cases that have temporarily 
blocked the rescission of DACA.

After Trump’s election, Presi-
dent Reif wrote an editorial in the 
Boston Globe urging Trump to not 
rescind DACA, calling a rescission 
a “mistake” and “a rejection … of 
thousands of human beings.” Reif 
argued that a rescission would re-
move “productive workers from 
our economy … costing tens of 
billions in lost future tax revenues 
and … deportation” and throw 
away “a tremendous national 
investment.”

MIT has partnered with vari-
ous higher education organiza-
tions like the American Council 
on Education (ACE), Association 
of American Universities, and As-
sociation of Public and Land Grant 
Universities to inform Congress 
about the importance of DACA. 
ACE has a Protect Dreamers High-
er Education Coalition, which 
houses “information and resourc-
es to help campus leaders, staff, 
faculty and students advocate to 
Congress on behalf of Dreamers.” 
MIT is also part of the President’s 
Alliance on Higher Education and 
Immigration, a group dedicated 
to “increasing public understand-
ing of how immigration policies 
and practices impact our students, 
campuses and communities.”

MIT has also utilized its D.C. of-
fice as a bridge between MIT and 
legislators. DiVicenzo said that 
DACA is “certainly on the agenda” 
of things discussed with members 
of Congress.

In addition, MIT students have 
directly lobbied Congress. A few 
weeks ago, the UA partnered with 
the MIT administration to set up a 
phone bank, in which about 40 stu-
dents called their representatives 
to express support for Dreamers.

In an email to The Tech, the MIT 
GSC’s President Sarah Goodman 
stated that “finding a permanent 
legislative solution for … Dream-
ers has been a top priority for our 
federal advocacy efforts.” The GSC 
coordinates with the National As-
sociation of Graduate-Professional 
Students and has met with over 54 

federal legislative offices to advo-
cate for bills supporting Dreamers.

On the legal front, DiVicenzo 
explained that MIT’s amicus briefs 
focus less on the constitutional and 
federal legal theories against DA-
CA’s rescission but more on “the 
impact if DACA is rescinded … on 
the students, on our alumni, and 
also on colleges and universities.”

The brief features students 
from 19 “distinguished American 
institutions of higher education,” 
including California Institute of 
Technology, Columbia University, 
Stanford University, and Harvard 
University. Gomez and Villanueva 
are featured in the brief, which 
exalts their achievements. For 
example, the brief states that Vil-
lanueva graduated second from 
his high school class, was the co-
captain of his high school’s Math 
Team, and was involved in Home-
land Helpers, a student group that 
helped the Chicago’s homeless 
population.

The brief claims that DACA’s 
rescission “impedes the ability of 
the undersigned institutions to 
advance their missions, imposes 
a direct harm on their current stu-
dents and alumni, and deprives 
the United States of the benefit 
of DACA students’ considerable 
talents.”

An uncertain future 
DACA students have said that 

they appreciate the variety of ser-
vices that MIT has provided to 
them. In an interview with The 
Tech, UA President Sarah Melvin 
’18 said that she is proud that MIT 
has provided the “gold standard” 
of institutional support for its stu-
dents and that the UA will contin-
ue insuring that MIT continues to 
provide these services.

Even as the temporary pro-
tections from the recent court 
blocks currently allow students 
like Bouche, Gomez, Villanueva, 
and Vainberg to continue working, 
participating in UROPs, and driv-
ing, uncertainty still surrounds 
the future of DACA students, as 
they anxiously await appellate 
court decisions and congressional 
action.

Chancellor Barnhart and the 
students expressed hope that their 
fellow MIT community members 
would educate themselves about 
DACA, call their representatives 
to advocate for Dreamers, and 
provide Dreamers with active sup-
port. Bouche encouraged, “Even 
just having open arms for DACA 
holders can make a difference.”

Documenting murals took hours, involved dozens

MIT and students lobby Congress, draft protocols

building in this phenomenal way 
that I don’t see in other places.”

Photographing murals, Coun-
touris said, could be difficult at times 
because some murals were too large 
to be captured in a single frame. 
Fortunately, she received help from 

the Division of Student Life, among 
other groups.

Katy Garo ’13 also contributed to 
the effort. “I helped a lot with pho-
tography. It was pretty exhausting 
work that required a lot of attention 
to detail,” she wrote in an email to 
The Tech.

Although nearly all of the Senior 

House murals have been docu-
mented, only about 80 will be exhib-
ited. Among those exhibited are two 
murals by Marlo Johnson ’19, who 
continues to paint outside of Senior 
House.

Johnson described murals as “a 
great and very necessary part of cam-
pus life” in an email to The Tech.

“There’s not a lot of clarity on what 
happened to cause Senior House to 
close,” Countouris said, “but the mu-
rals are tangible, and an extremely 
positive aspect of this community.”

“The murals were one of my fa-
vorite parts about Senior House,” 
Garo said. “There is something re-
ally special about being able to claim 

a space as your own, especially the 
common spaces, and especially in 
college when so much is transitory 
and feels out of your control. I think 
[the exhibit] is especially important 
to someone who has never visited 
Senior House. It’s a rare experience 
to get to immerse yourself in some-
one else’s community.”

Murals, from Page 1

DACA, from Page 1

“The introduction 
of DACA gave my 
sister and [me] — 
both essentially 
raised in America 
— lots of breathing 
room while the 
visa situation got 
resolved” and lifted 
a “weight on my 
shoulders.”

“It’s hard to think 
about what you 
are when [anti-
immigration 
advocates tell] you 
you’re not that. I’ve 
been feeling very 
conflicted. … [A 
path to citizenship] 
would make me 
feel prouder, more 
confident.”

“Finding a 
permanent 
legislative solution 
for … Dreamers 
has been a top 
priority for our 
federal advocacy 
efforts.”

from new_skills import *

def learnMarketableJobSkills():
    return linux, OSX, javascript, applescript, perl, python, PHP

if self.interest == True: 
    print "E-mail join@tech.mit.edu"

----:----F1 joinTechno.py       (Python)--L1--Top-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

File   Edit   Options   Buffers    Tools   Im-Python   Python   Help
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SPORTS BLITZ
Women’s Tennis (11–1) 

dominated on the road at Mount 
Holyoke College in a 9–0 victory, 
winning all the singles matches 
in straight sets.

Women’s Lightweight Crew 
saw success at the Knecht Cup 
in West Windsor Township, NJ. 
when its Varsity 4 boat won its 
heat with a time of 7:48.45. The 
Varsity 8 boat placed third in its 
heat, clocking in at 6:51.89, and 
finished sixth in the Grand Final 
with a time of 6:56.54. The Var-
sity 8 is ranked seventh nation-
ally by USRowing Coaches Poll.

Men’s Lightweight Crew 
defeated Fairfield University in 
rough weather on the Charles. 
The Varsity 8 finished ahead 
with a time of 6:35.14, while the 
Second Varsity 8 triumphed in 
6:52.98.

Women’s Track and Field 
met Williams College at the Dick 
Farley Invite in Williamstown, 
Mass., defeating them 107–92. 
Hannah Chen ’18 earned the 
fifth place national rank in the 
400 meter hurdles with a time 
of 1:01.93. Ariela Slutsky ’18 put 
in a winning hammer throw of 
169 feet to place her at seventh 
nationwide. Kari Stromhaug ’19 

captured another national sev-
enth rank, this time in the pole 
vault, with a clearance of 12 feet, 
4.5 inches.

Men’s Track and Field lost 
to Williams 104–93 at the same 
invitational. Chris Washington 
’20 cleared six feet, seven inches 
in the high jump, earning him 
a spot at 16th place nationally. 
Benton Wilson ’21 won the 100 
and 200 meter sprints, setting 
MIT freshman records in each 
with times of 10.83 and 21.82 
seconds.

Women’s Lacrosse (7–5) 
stopped the 11–2 Westfield State 
on the road in a tight 12-11 bat-
tle. Emily Young ’18 posted five 
goals, one assist, and seven draw 
controls.

Men’s Tennis (6–5), which 
ranks 25th nationally, trounced 
the U.S. Coast Guard Academy 
9-0, continuing their undefeated 
conference season.

Men’s Heavyweight Crew 
took to Lake Quinsigamond 
in Worcester to seize its fourth 
straight Donahue Cup, sweep-
ing the Varsity 8, Second Varsity 
8, and Varsity 4+ races.

Baseball (14–8) split a dou-
bleheader at Babson, winning 
the first game 8-0 but losing the 
second 0-6.

By Deanna Delgado

On April 11, after defeating 
Eastern Connecticut State Univer-
sity, the seniors on the MIT softball 
team celebrated their 100th win to-
gether. The following Saturday, MIT 
defeated Springfield College twice 
in a doubleheader (6–3, 5–1), which 
coincided with softball’s senior 
day, highlighting the impact that 
the seniors, Jasmin Joseph ’18, Zoe 
Hinton ’18, Amanda Lee ’18, and 
Katherine Shade ’18, have made on 
the program.

Before the Class of 2018 came to 
MIT, the majority of the Institute’s 
softball records were held by the 
1984 team. In the years since 1984, 
MIT softball had very few winning 
seasons, often losing more than 
double the number of games won.

The tide turned in 2015, when 
these four seniors entered the pro-
gram. In the 2015 season, the team 
won 29 games and lost only 10, 
breaking the program record for 
the most wins in a season. The next 
year, 2016, the Engineers shattered 
their previous win record with 34 
wins. The team also broke the re-
cord for most runs scored in a sea-
son (195) and most hits in a season 
(379). In their 2016 season, after 
winning the NCAA Tournament Re-
gional and Super Regional Champi-
onships for the first time in program 

history, MIT softball advanced to its 
first ever NCAA Division III Softball 
National Championship where the 
Engineers finished in fifth place. 
That season, Joseph set the record 
for most runs in a single season 
(42) and most hits in a single sea-
son (70). Lee set the record for most 
runs batted in in a season (35). Jo-
seph also holds the record for ca-
reer stolen bases (50).

To the seniors, being on the 
team is about much more than just 
stats. In an interview with The Tech, 
Joseph, the team captain, said, “I 
found some of my best friends on 
the softball team. It’s exciting and 
rejuvenating to be a part of a whole-
body experience that I feel that MIT 
softball is. It has helped me look 
outside myself and into the larger 
picture of what it means to be a 
teammate and an athlete and how 
to interact with people in world.” 
She continued, “l love the game, but 
more than that, I love the people 
who play the game,” emphasizing 
the positive impact of community 
on the team and at MIT.

The Engineers are looking for-
ward to a promising season, having 
won 23 games already, with many 
more in sight. They have 10 more 
games this season before the post-
season begins. Their next home 
game is a doubleheader Tuesday, 
April 24 at 4 and 6 p.m.

Engineer seniors 
lead softball to 
new heights
Engineers hope to repeat or beat 
last season’s success

ÁRON RICARDO PEREZ-LOPEZ—THE TECH

Samantha D’Alonzo ‘21 throws the disc forward at an Ultimate Frisbee game against Tufts 
Saturday, April 14. MIT’s club Women’s Ultimate team lost 1–11 to Tufts, 8–10 to Harvard, and 
5–7 to Boston University, but won the game against Boston College scoring 10–4 at the Metro 
Boston Division I Conference.

Solution to Patriots’
from page 12

2 5 6 3 4 1
6 3 4 1 2 5
1 4 5 2 3 6
3 6 1 4 5 2
5 2 3 6 1 4
4 1 2 5 6 3

Solution to Midterm
from page 13

6 3 5 7 2 9 8 1 4
1 7 9 2 6 4 3 5 8
7 4 6 8 3 1 9 2 5
9 6 8 1 5 3 2 4 7
3 9 2 4 8 6 5 7 1
4 1 3 5 9 7 6 8 2
5 2 4 6 1 8 7 9 3
8 5 7 9 4 2 1 3 6
2 8 1 3 7 5 4 6 9

Solution to Marathon
from page 12

5 7 2 6 4 3 1 9 8
9 4 1 7 5 8 6 3 2
6 3 8 1 2 9 7 4 5
2 5 7 8 9 6 4 1 3
8 9 3 5 1 4 2 6 7
4 1 6 3 7 2 8 5 9
7 8 9 4 3 1 5 2 6
1 2 5 9 6 7 3 8 4
3 6 4 2 8 5 9 7 1

Solution to Tax Day
from page 12Meet your  

fellow tech staff.  
(aka, your new 3 a.m.  
pset support group)

join@tech.mit.edu
W20-483, 617-253-1541
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