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DSL lowers price of housing in new dormitory after 
complaints of unfi nished wiring, dirty conditions
Most infrastructural problems have been addressed, though residents’ concerns remain

By Ivory Zhu and Aishwarya 
Anantharaman

Th e Division of Student Life 
dropped the pricing of the new un-
dergraduate residence at 99 Bay 
State Road in Boston from a Tier 2 
dorm to a Tier 3 dorm after facing 
overwhelming resident concerns 
about living conditions. Th e change 
will save residents $470 per semester.

At the start of fall semester, oc-
cupants of the new residence hall, 
which was allocated to previous 
members of New House 3 due to 
New House’s renovation, reported a 
number of issues with their new liv-
ing space. Since then, the Division 
of Student Life has been working on 
improving the conditions, but the 
process is “slower than expected,” 
resident Jingxuan Fan ’20 wrote in an 
email to Th e Tech Wednesday.

Some international transfer stu-
dents were also assigned housing at 
99 Bay State Road. Th e residence pre-
viously housed MIT’s Lambda Chi 
Alpha chapter until it was suspended 
for fi ve years in 2014.

International student Kun Lin ’20, 
who moved from 99 Bay State to Al-
pha Delta Phi due to the disappoint-
ing living conditions in the former, 
wrote in an email to Th e Tech Sept. 

11 that when she emailed Jennifer 
Hapgood-White, associate direc-
tor of housing assignments for DSL, 
about issues like the lack of light, 
electricity, hot water, and door locks, 
her concerns were met with a casual 
“we’ll look into that.”

“Th e walls and fl oor were really 
dirty and all the furnitures were aged 
and dusty. Th e whole building ap-
pears to be still under construction, 
with scaff olding and other raw con-
struction materials lying around,” Lin 
added. “Th e strong odor of paint and 
dust in the building had also trig-
gered my allergic rhinitis, so I spent 
the fi rst night in Boston sneezing and 
wasn’t able to get a good rest at all.”

Unlike other MIT dorms, 99 Bay 
State did not have Athena clusters or 
printers, MedLinks, or graduate resi-
dent advisors (GRAs) to consult, Th e 
Tech observed during a Sept. 12 visit.

“Th ough it is a dorm opened this 
year, we still expected it to be well 
prepared before we moved in, but it 
was not the case,” Fan wrote.

Th roughout September, residents 
argued for their rights by contacting 
maintenance and the MIT Housing 
Offi  ce, and the DSL made eff orts to 
improve the situation. Hapgood-
White wrote in an email to Th e Tech 
Wednesday that “Housing is grate-

ful for 99 Bay State Road residents’ 
patience as work requests are com-
pleted and the living experience is 
brought up to student expectations.”

Regarding the unfi nished main-
tenance work, Hapgood-White wrote 
that “with the exception of new car-
peting on the stairways, all major 
work is done at this time ... Th e stair-
way carpeting will be replaced soon, 
and dust mitigation will take place 
during the installation.” 

She added that “jacks are be-
ing wired by IS&T today [Sept. 27] 
and the printer cluster should be 
operational this week ... Th e search 
for a graduate resident advisor is 
underway, and residents will be in-
volved in the interview process. Th e 
position is expected to be fi lled by 
mid-October.”

Fan confi rmed that for her room, 
door locks were renewed, and mouse 
traps were provided.

As yet unaddressed issues include 
poor kitchen conditions — “the re-
frigerators are basically made from 
the trays for baking cookies which 
looks really primitive,” Fan wrote.

“Facilities is working to add the 
residence to Atlas’s work order sys-
tem,” Hapgood-White wrote. “In the 
meantime, residents can submit is-
sues to 99baystaterepairs@mit.edu.”

JOSE MARTINEZ

The former Lambda Chi Alpha chapter house now serves as housing for 
the displaced residents of New House.

REPORTER’S NOTEBOOK

Refl ecting on Noam Chomsky’s 
illustrious sixty-six years at MIT 
Linguistics legend to move to University of Arizona, shares 

image of the ‘challenging, vibrant’ MIT of his earliest days

Trump waives Jones 
Act for Puerto Rico

By Fiona Chen and Whitney 
Zhang

MIT Professor Emeritus of Lin-
guistics Noam Chomsky recently 
joined the University of Arizona as 
a laureate professor in the Depart-
ment of Linguistics and the Agnese 
Nelms Haury Chair in the Agnese 
Nelms Haury Program in Environ-
ment and Social Justice. Th e Tech 
corresponded with Professor Chom-
sky over email and sat down with the 
Head of the Linguistics and Philoso-
phy Department David Pesetsky for 
an interview earlier this September to 

talk about Chomsky’s MIT experience 
and legacy.

If you walked into Noam Chom-
sky’s former Th ursday afternoon lin-
guistics class, you would have found a 
crowd of over 200 people, comprised 
not only of the ten to twenty MIT stu-
dents enrolled in the class, but also 
curious students from other depart-
ments and established academics 
from other schools, Pesetsky recalled. 
Linguistics professors would plan 
their travels around these lectures, 
making sure to include a half-day 
stop in Boston while fl ying across 
the globe. Th ose Th ursday afternoon 

classes were not your average college 
seminars — they were hubs for intel-
lectual activity.

Chomsky fi rst arrived in Septem-
ber 1951, as a graduate student at the 
Harvard Society of Fellows. Chomsky 
described his initial exposure to MIT’s 
intellectual atmosphere as “challeng-
ing, vibrant, with lively interchanges 
among researchers in a variety of dis-
ciplines” and building 20 as “a marvel 
of excitement and interaction.”

Here, Chomsky met Halle, a 
professor in the linguistics depart-

By Niraj Chokshi
NEW YORK TIMES

Th e Trump administration 
said Th ursday that it would tem-
porarily waive a century-old ship-
ping law for Puerto Rico that of-
fi cials there said was hindering 
disaster relief eff orts after Hurri-
cane Maria.

Th e waiver of the law, known 
as the Jones Act, comes as fed-
eral and local offi  cials report 
more supplies trickling onto the 
increasingly desperate island. 
But the Trump administration re-
mains under pressure to step up 
the recovery eff ort.

Sarah Huckabee Sanders, the 
White House press secretary, an-
nounced the decision Th ursday 
morning on Twitter, saying that 
President Donald Trump had au-
thorized it after a request from 

Gov. Ricardo A. Rosselló of Puerto 
Rico.

“It is an act of justice. It will al-
low Puerto Ricans to rebuild and 
to have a cost of living that re-
ally frankly is aff ordable,” Carmen 
Yulín Cruz, the mayor of San Juan, 
said on CNN on Th ursday.

Several members of Congress 
had requested the waiver earlier 
in the week, saying it would fa-
cilitate delivery of food, medicine, 
clothing and other supplies to the 
island, which was devastated by 
Hurricane Maria.

Th e decision was made by 
Elaine Duke, acting head of 
Homeland Security, and comes 
after Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
determined that doing so would 
be in the interest of national de-
fense, according to a Homeland 

Chomsky, Page 3 Trump, Page 2
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By Erik Lindgren
STAFF METEOROLOGIST

We have experienced un-
seasonably warm weather 
this week, and Wednesday’s 
high of 86°F was the highest 
September 27 temperature 
ever recorded in Boston. 
However, the temperatures 
started dropping after a cold 
front from the northwest 
passed over us on Th ursday. 
Tropical storm (formerly hur-
ricane) Maria will be pass-
ing to our southeast during 
Th ursday and Friday, but the 
storm will be too far away 
to aff ect us with any strong 
winds or rain. Th e rain that 

we can expect on Saturday 
is instead coming from the 
northwest, where another in-
coming cold front will bring 
along a minor low pressure 
system. Expect light showers 
on Friday night and during 
Saturday. After the passage 
of this low pressure system 
we can expect several days 
of mostly clear skies, when 
we will be under a large high 
pressure system ranging from 
Maine to the Carolinas in lati-
tude and from the coast to the 
Great Lakes in longitude. Th is 
will likely bring temperatures 
around 70°F and plenty of 
sun during Monday through 
Wednesday.

Colder weather ahead
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Friday, September 29, 2017

Extended Forecast
Today: Sunny. High 67°F (19°C). Northerly winds at 5-10 

mph.
Tonight: Mostly clear then chance of showers. Low 50°F 

(10°C). Easterly winds below 5 mph.
Tomorrow: Rain likely. High 57°F (14°C). Winds NE at 

around 10 mph.
Sunday: Sunny. High 67°F (19°C).
Monday: Sunny. High 68°F (20°C).

WEATHER

Security spokesman. Th e waiver will be in ef-
fect for 10 days.

Here’s a brief guide to the law, why Puerto 
Rico wanted it waived, and where the disaster 
relief eff ort stands.

— What is the state of disaster relief in 
Puerto Rico?

Rosselló and federal offi  cials on Th ursday 
said that more fuel, food and fl ights were be-
ginning to reach the island. Increasingly des-
perate people have spent hours lining up out-
side grocery stores, banks and gas stations, 
only to sometimes leave with nothing.

Amid widespread shortages of basic ne-
cessities, Rosselló and federal offi  cials said 
they were setting up 11 regional centers to 
distribute aid to devastated towns that were 
all but cut off  from the outside.

Federal offi  cials said these centers had re-
ceived 2 million liters of water and almost 1 
million meals, and more was in the pipeline. 
A main challenge has been getting supplies 
out of Puerto Rico’s ports and to people who 
need food and water.

Rosselló said that 689 of Puerto Rico’s 
1,100 gas stations were open, but lines at 
many still stretch for a quarter-mile and peo-
ple spend entire days to fi ll up a few plastic 
jugs with fuel for their cars or generators. He 
said more fuel was arriving, and offi  cials were 
working to get truckers to transport fuel and 
other supplies.

— What is the Jones Act?
Th e Merchant Marine Act of 1920, known 

as the Jones Act, requires goods shipped be-
tween points in the United States to be car-
ried by vessels built, owned and (mostly) op-
erated by Americans.

Its goals were twofold. First, it was in-
tended to support a national maritime indus-

try that could mobilize for war or a national 
emergency. Second, it was intended to pro-
tect American control over local waterborne 
commerce.

Th ose opposed to the act have long includ-
ed offi  cials and allies of Hawaii, Alaska and 
Puerto Rico, who say that the law increases 
shipping costs for goods from the mainland, 
which are then passed on to consumers. Its 
supporters include pro-defense groups and 
members of the domestic shipping industry 
whose interests it protects.

Some criticized calls for the suspension, 
arguing that it was not clear how much good 
it would do and that delivery delays were 
being caused by problems moving goods in-
land, not importing them.

— Why did Puerto Ricans want a waiver?
In a Monday letter to the head of the De-

partment of Homeland Security, eight mem-
bers of Congress asked for a temporary waiver 
of the act, arguing that lifting it would expand 
access to food, medicine, clothing, building 
supplies and oil needed for power plants.

“Puerto Rico can’t borrow funds and they 
are required to use American shipping only, 
which is the most expensive in the world. In 
their hour of need, Washington can help by 
suspending the Jones Act,” one of the letter’s 
signatories, Rep. Luis V. Gutiérrez, D-Ill., said 
in a statement at the time.

A day later, Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
voiced his support for the eff ort.

“It is unacceptable to force the people of 
Puerto Rico to pay at least twice as much for 
food, clean drinking water, supplies and in-
frastructure due to Jones Act requirements 
as they work to recover from this disaster,” he 
said Tuesday.

McCain, long an advocate for repealing 
the law, most recently advanced legislation to 
do so in July. He renewed his call for repeal 

Th ursday after the waiver was announced.
— How are waivers granted?
Waivers are issued by the Department of 

Homeland Security, typically at the request of 
shippers unable to fi nd U.S. vessels to shuttle 
their cargo or at the request of other federal 
agencies.

A waiver can be granted only if it is in the 
interest of national defense and only if there 
are enough United States vessels available to 
meet national defense needs. Shipping costs 
or humanitarian needs are not part of the 
consideration, offi  cials said.

Alternatively, a request in the interest of 
national security may be granted automati-
cally if it comes from the secretary of defense.

— When was the last waiver?
Th e Jones Act was most recently waived 

weeks ago, in response to hurricanes Harvey 
and Irma.

On Sept. 8, Duke granted a temporary 
waiver at the request of the departments of 
Defense and Energy.

Th at decision, she said, would make it 
easier to ship petroleum products, including 
gas, diesel and jet fuel, from New York, Loui-
siana, Pennsylvania and Texas, to Georgia, 
Florida, South Carolina and Puerto Rico. Th e 
one-week waiver was ultimately extended 
through Sept. 22.

Th at waiver was granted about two weeks 
after Harvey fi rst made landfall and just days 
after Hurricane Irma clobbered the Caribbe-
an. Th ursday’s waiver was issued eight days 
after Hurricane Maria fi rst made landfall in 
Puerto Rico.

Before that, a waiver had not been issued 
since December 2012, when one was granted 
to ease the delivery of petroleum products 
after Hurricane Sandy, according to the 
department.

© 2017 New York Times News Service

White House lifts restrictions on shipments 
to Puerto Rico amid crisis and criticism
Trump, from Page 1
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By Sara Dinatale
TAMPA BAY TIMES

TAMPA — More than 1,500 fans 
of the definitely-not-for-little-kids 
cartoon Rick and Morty overtook a 
bar and its Waters Avenue neigh-
borhood Wednesday night, creat-
ing such a big crowd that the event 
was riggity riggity wrecked when 
Tampa police officers and organiz-
ers had to end it early.

Rick and Morty is an animated 
science fiction comedy about the 
interdimensional adventures of 
depraved scientist Rick (riggity 
riggity wrecked is his way of saying 
something has gone wrong) and 
his anxious grandson Morty, a cult 
hit for Cartoon Network.

The “Rickmobile” — a truck 
bearing Rick’s likeness — has been 
taking a road trip across the coun-
try, opening its popup shop with 
exclusive merchandise and gear in 
different cities.

Wednesday was Tampa’s turn. 
And the event was about as chaot-
ic as an episode of Rick and Morty: 
Fans parked on lawns, littered and 
drank outside designated areas, 
ignoring instructions from the tav-
ern and police.

Lowry Parcade & Tavern co-
owner Cliff Stevenson, a huge fan 
of the show, said he’s sympathetic 
to those who were turned away.

“We did everything we could,” 
he said Thursday. “The line was 
simply more than was expected 
from both parties and what we 
could handle.”

The bar’s other owner, Rob-
ert Leonard, said the bar itself 
reached capacity by 6 p.m. So 
workers could only let people in as 
others left, creating another line.

“Between the poor setup, the 
lack of parking, the lack of places 
to stand, and the obvious lack of 
organization — no wonder it was 
shut down,” said attendee Jon Lee, 
30, of Temple Terrace.

Lines to see the Rickmobile, 
buy merchandise and enter the 
Parcade, 1213 W Waters Ave., 

snaked through the neighbor-
hood. Lee said when people in line 
stood on the grass, neighbors were 
upset, but when they were in the 
street, the off-duty officers hired 
to monitor the event told them to 
move.

The waiting line had to be 
capped at 1,500 people — which 
happened at about 5:30 p.m. But 
that didn’t stop hundreds more 
from showing up, Lee said.

The Parcade opened at 3 p.m. 
and the truck was scheduled to 
begin sales at 5 p.m. and end at 8 
p.m. Lee said he got in line to see 
the Rickmobile and buy his gear by 
4:15 p.m. Worried about the line, 
the truck started selling merchan-
dise early, at 4:30 p.m.

Then around 7:30 p.m., police 
stopped the sale and told people 
to leave. The bar owners said the 
decision to close was a joint one.

Lee said it should have been 
held at a bigger venue that could 
accommodate the massive crowd 
that turned up to celebrate the 
show. His partner even spent the 
day under the hot sun in an elab-
orate Mr. Meeseeks costume so 
people probably assumed he was 
a Rickmobile employee.

The owners welcome anyone 
disappointed and in need of hugs 
(or beer) to come back on Sun-
day nights. That’s Rick and Morty 
night, where they watch the show 
from 11 p.m. to midnight.

© 2017 Tampa Bay Times

ment, who became Chomsky’s “very close 
friend and colleague.” After Chomsky gradu-
ated and attained his position as a professor, 
the two shared an office at the Modern Lan-
guage Department and Research Laboratory of 
Electronics.

Chomsky worked with Halle to establish 
the modern linguistics department. In the past, 
Pesetsky said, “[linguistics] was [a] sort of tra-
ditional 19th century humanities discipline. 
So students would learn what ... their elders 
and betters had said and pass exams on it and 
eventually be allowed to do some work.” But 
to Chomsky and Halle, “the students ... were 
researchers. They were here to find out how 
something interesting — namely the human 
capacity for language — works.”

Chomsky lectured and wrote on linguis-
tics, cognitive science, philosophy, social is-
sues, and international affairs, publishing over 
100 books. He is credited with founding the 

modern discipline of linguistics and greatly 
contributed to the rise of cognitive science by 
arguing that behaviorism’s prioritization of 
social conditioning in human development is 
inadequate in explaining language acquisition. 
Instead, he developed the universal grammar 
theory, which states that all humans have an 
innate structural sense of language. Chomsky’s 
political activism has included criticism of US 
imperialism, neoliberalism, crony capitalism, 
and the news media.

But more than just his expertise, it was 
Chomsky’s personality that made him a great 
professor, Pesetsky said. He described Chom-
sky as having taken everyone around him se-
riously and engaging substantively with their 
ideas, no matter if they were a senior professor 
or a high school student.

Despite receiving offers from numerous 
major universities over the years, Chomsky 
never thought about leaving what he called “a 
very special place.” On the uniqueness of MIT 
he wrote, “There’s the sense of excitement at 

being so close to the cutting edge of inquiry 
and discovery in many domains, heightened 
by the culture of close interaction among fac-
ulty and students and across disciplines, with 
the common goal of seeking to understand the 
world and its problems, and to unravel its many 
mysteries.”

Chomsky will now bring his expertise and 
personality to Tuscon, Arizona, having recently 
joined the University of Arizona faculty as a 
laureate professor in the Department of Lin-
guistics and the Agnese Nelms Haury Chair in 
the Agnese Nelms Haury Program in Environ-
ment and Social Justice. He has intermittently 
taught seminar courses and given lectures at 
the University of Arizona over the years, and 
will begin regularly teaching in Spring 2018.

Petesky emphasized that Chomsky is not 
“leaving” MIT for the University of Arizona, as 
many other news outlets have claimed. Even 
though Chomsky has accepted these new posi-
tions, he will retain his office and his position 
as Professor of Linguistics emeritus at MIT. So 

while students may no longer see him casually 
strolling around Boston, he will still return for 
occasional lectures and continue interacting 
with the MIT community, as he has done since 
he retired in 2002.

On his legacy, Chomsky mused, “That’s re-
ally for others to determine. Looking back, it is 
extremely gratifying to see how the program 
that Morris and I established has flourished, 
not only right here, where it continues to be 
recognized as the peak of the profession, but 
elsewhere too as former students, and their 
students, have forged ahead in many ways 
that we could hardly even have imagined in 
the early days. It has also been very gratifying 
to have been able to take part in the activism 
of the 1960s and the years that followed, which 
changed the general atmosphere of the Insti-
tute substantially, with lasting and expanding 
effects, part of a civilizing impact on the whole 
society. Lots to be done, needless to say, and is-
sues of truly existential significance to confront. 
But from a standpoint that did not exist before.”

Register by
September 29 at

esp.mit.edu/makeasplash

November
18–19

This autumn, teach 
anything you want
to some of 2500+
high-schoolers
(and get free
food and
T-shirts!)
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Work with MIT alumni 
through the 2018 Externship Program!

Deadline to apply: Noon, Tuesday, October 3

For a list of opportunities and to apply
visit alum.mit.edu/students/externships

Solution to Braincase
from page 7

Solution to Future
from page 7

2 1 6 5 4 3
6 5 4 3 2 1
5 4 3 2 1 6
1 6 5 4 3 2
3 2 1 6 5 4
4 3 2 1 6 5

Solution to Job Search
from page 7

1 4 6 5 8 9 2 7 3
7 8 3 4 2 1 5 6 9
5 2 9 3 7 6 1 8 4
9 3 1 7 4 2 6 5 8
6 5 2 8 1 3 9 4 7
4 7 8 6 9 5 3 1 2
3 6 4 2 5 8 7 9 1
8 1 5 9 3 7 4 2 6
2 9 7 1 6 4 8 3 5

Chomsky, from Page 1

‘It was Chomsky’s personality that made him a great professor’

Tampa police shut 
down ‘Rick & Morty’ 
Rickmobile event due 
to enormous turnout
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By Nathan Liang and Emily Ramirez

Right in our home this weekend was 
the Boston Festival of Indie Games. Con-
veniently close and super interesting, this 
convention showcased a variety of board 
games, card games, video games, and orig-
inal artist booths.

On the fi rst fl oor, there ranged a wide 
variety of tabletop games from silly card 
games to intense strategy games to expan-
sionary games. One that particularly stuck 
out was a science-based strategy card 
game by the name of Gut Instinct. Play-
ers are a certain set of white blood cells, 
and their task is to kill bad bacteria and 
earn 12 victory points by doing so. Sounds 
pretty simple, right? Gut Instinct creator 
Walter Adams said that he “wanted to 

make a game that makes science fun.” He 
took inspiration from combining his pas-
sions of science, board games, and humor 
and made the punny, easy-to-learn board 
game showcased at BFIG. Adams wanted 
the board game to be accessible to all 
ranges of people, whether they’re science 
lovers, people who love board games, or 
just your average Joe.

Shifting up onto the second fl oor re-
vealed the digital games showcase. Th ere, 
an equally varied selection of games was 
revealed from education to spooky to 
team-based to downright silly. Th ere were 
also several tables that served as artist 
booths where BFIG-goers could browse 
original art in the form of pins, stickers, 
prints, plushies, and fi gurines.

Among this particular crowd, Bill and 

Amanda Gardner, co-founders of Th e 
Deep End Games, were dedicated to cre-
ating a game that they hoped would be 
accessible to all ranges of people. Th eir 
horror-thriller-exploration video game 
Perception centers on “Cassie, a blind 
heroine who uses her extraordinary hear-
ing and razor-sharp wits to unravel the 
mysteries of an abandoned estate that 
haunts her dreams.” Th e most interesting 
part of this game is that it features echolo-
cation as a means of orienting the player. 
Bill Gardner did extensive research into 
the lives of the the blind and made sure to 
capture their experience in Perception. As 
Gardner enthusiastically states, “I wanted 
to include the apprehension of not know-
ing what’s down the hall… Sighted people 
have a built-in fear of losing their sight, 

and I wanted to tap into that... I wanted to 
show how diff erent people experience the 
world [through this game].”

Concerning BFIG, Gardner comments 
that he loves the show. It’s a fantastic op-
portunity for his potential players to get 
hands-on with the game and he is grate-
ful for all the feedback he usually receives 
from shows like BFIG.

By Nathan Liang

With this faithful sequel to the fi rst 
Kingsman movie, Matthew Vaughn once 
again takes audiences on a thrill ride of a 
lifetime. Stylish, colorful, dynamic, and 
funny as hell, the spy gimmick is taken to 
new heights with Eggsy (Taron Egerton) 
and company in Kingsman: Th e Golden 
Circle.

Eggsy has taken over the Kingsman tai-
lor shop in London. He’s going steady with 
the Swedish princess he rescued when the 
world was doomed a few years back, and 
he’s still dressed like a true dapper gentle-
man. However, peace doesn’t last long as 

our villain, former Harvard professor and 
deranged drug lord Poppy Adams (Juli-
anne Moore), seeks fame by legalizing all 
illegal substances, thus giving merit to the 
trade of her multi-billion dollar empire. 
She wants to be recognized as the world’s 
best business woman and aims to do so 
by dooming the lives of the multitude of 
people she has lethally poisoned with her 
drugs.

Unlike most sequels, Kingsman: Th e 
Golden Circle follows quite well in the fi rst 
movie’s stead. It holds true to the beloved 
personalities and laugh-out-loud humor. 
Another thing I’ve always loved about 
Vaughn’s style are the fi ght scenes. Th e 

camera pans are dynamic and lively. Each 
fi ght is like a dance you follow step-by-step 
to the appropriate tune to keep that adren-
aline pumping through your veins as you 
dive from punch to kick to lasso whip.

Th e cast of characters only adds to the 
witty aura of the Kingsman series. Eggsy 
is astute in his job but easily lets his emo-
tions infl uence his decisions in the face of 
awkward or bemusing moments. Merlin 
(Mark Strong), along with keeping Eggsy 
in check, is a loyal technician to the Kings-
man who runs all background operations. 
Meanwhile, the Statesman, a new secret in-
telligence group introduced in this movie,  
acts as the Kingsman’s American cousin. 
Contrasting the clean-cut, scotch-loving 
British spies, these whiskey-brewing cow-
boy agents are led by the well-mannered 
Champ, or Agent Champagne (Jeff  Bridg-
es). Banding together, they work against 
the manic Poppy’s reign over the world.

Th e focus of Kingsman: Th e Golden Cir-
cle’s issue on a worldwide phenomenon 
such as drug use isn’t new. In Kingsman: 
Th e Secret Service, a technological evil 
genius targeted the universal use of cell 
phones in order to control and threaten 
world domination. In this movie, the war 
on drugs is a point of moral ambiguity 
that proves a struggle in deciding who to 
trust and for what reasons. Th e president 
of the United States poses the ideal that 
all drug users are bad and should be pun-

ished regardless. Poppy merely uses drugs 
as a liaison to her limelight, yet there are 
also many directly aff ected by the deadly 
virus contaminating her supplies. First-
timers, experimenters, medical marijuana 
users, hard workers, close friends, and 
straight-up junkies all become pawns in 
this game of power. Th e plot raises the 
question of “How should we deal with il-
legal substance users?” in the midst of the 
chaos that is characteristic of the Kings-
man series.

Additionally, the movie as a whole can 
double as an artistic experience and a 
continuing pioneer in the spy fi lm indus-
try. Outfi ts are tailored to complement the 
color of each scene. Poppy’s gaudy outfi ts 
appropriately fi t her nostalgic 50’s super 
villain lair. Th e Kingsman agents’ suits are 
spiff y as ever.

Vaughn continues to create fun mov-
ies for all to enjoy. Th e soundtrack easily 
lures you into each scene and evokes all 
the right emotions. Th e cast works won-
derfully to establish the humorous, ec-
centric, and violent atmosphere that only 
the Kingsman movies can pull off  so well. 
Now, while we wait for the third install-
ment to creep around the corner, hurry 
up and get yourself to a local theater and 
watch this movie already. Make sure you 
watch the fi rst movie too. Just sit back, re-
lax, and be taught the meaning of “Man-
ners maketh man.”

★★★★★

Kingsman: The Golden Circle
Directed By Matthew Vaughn

Written By Matthew Vaughn and Jane Goldman

Starring Taron Egerton, Colin Firth, Mark Strong, Julianne 
Moore, Edward Holcroft, Channing Tatum, Halle Berry, 
Jeff Bridges, Pedro Pascal, and Elton John

Rated R, Now Playing

COURTESY OF TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX FILM CORPORATION

Halle Berry and Channing Tatum in Kingsman: The Golden Circle (2017).

Boston Festival of 
Indie Games
Johnson Athletic Center

Sept. 23, 2017

GAME CONVENTION REVIEW

Going through the indie game space
The Boston Festival of Indie Games showcased a variety of tabletop and digital games 
in the making for all future players

MOVIE REVIEW

Don’t do drugs or you might die a dancing 
death, kiddos
Kingsman: The Golden Circle is a hilarious, ridiculous, and action-packed take on 
traditional spy movies
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By Mahi Shafiullah

One by one, the rings left Jonah Green-
house’s hand. They cut the air, and rushed 
towards the ground a split second later. 
Greenhouse picked each one out of the air 
with the confidence of a professional while 
the hypnotized audience watched on. As 
the violin and piano soundtrack reached a 
crescendo and all the seven rings came to 
rest on his palms, the audience broke into 
thunderous applause, finally letting go of 
the breath they didn’t know they were hold-
ing in.

The Circus Show was organized by MIT 
Student Juggling Club as a part of their 
three-day long JuggleMIT weekend juggling 
arts festival. Perhaps because of that, a large 
part of the audience seemed to be connect-
ed to juggling. The same set of audience also 
created a relaxed atmosphere at the event, 
where they clapped and cheered as the per-
formers pushed their limits, and took it with 
good humor when those endeavours result-
ed in a mistimed catch and a dropped ball.

The heart of the show was definitely the 
two-part performance by the Red Trouser 
Show, the cheery duo with perfect acrobat-
ic and a cheery air of showmanship. They 
opened with a show of their more conver-
sational “warm-up” acrobatics and two-per-
son balancing acts. On the second half, they 
followed with a choreographed set that was 

put together like a magic show and executed 
with perfect synchronization.

The emcee, Cate Great, was a performer 
herself, and everyone’s heart couldn’t but 
skip a beat during her balancing acts. She 
balanced on a plank of successively higher 
stack of rolla bollas. Each time she increased 
the height and decreased the stability of the 
whole structure, it acted as a shot of adrena-
line for the audience; by the time she got to 
her final act with five of the rolla bollas, all of 
Kresge had reached pin-drop silence, wait-
ing only to see her get back on solid ground 
safely, and bursting into applause when she 
did so.

It’s also impossible to not mention Su-
san Voyticky’s seemingly physics-defying 
act . With perfect grace and balance, she 
spun around on the stage of Kresge in her 
Cyr wheel. The non-trivial physics of the 
wheel made her act even more enchanting. 
Voyticky captured the audience’s hearts and 
minds with the successive execution of each 
of her well-choreographed moves and no 
extra effort.

Although the other performers were ob-
viously very bright, their performances fell 
short of the incredibly high bar set by the 
aforementioned performers. Matan Pres-
berg was either trying out a new set, or hav-
ing a bad day, as he kept missing his catches 
on every round despite being one of world’s 
top 40 jugglers at this moment. However, as 
Abigail Anderson, ’18, from the audience 
quipped, he was juggling many more things 
than most MIT students. Alex the Jester’s 
siphoning act was quite remarkable, but 
everything else left something more to be 
expected.

The complete JuggleMIT festival was 
sponsored by Association of Student Activi-
ties Large Event Fund, the Student Activities 
Office, the DeFlorez Fund for Humor, and 
the Council for the Arts at MIT. With an air of 
casual humor coupled with an unmistake-
able dexterity, it was certainly a reflection of 
the Institute spirit on a Saturday night.

MOVIE REVIEW

A long, slow year by the sea
Award-winning composer’s directorial debut falls flat

PERFORMING ARTS REVIEW

JuggleMIT Circus Show captures MIT’s heart
Hilarity and adroitness comes together at thrilling show with a relaxed attitude

By Patricia Gao and Lila Jansen

A good movie is like a good sandwich — 
solid context on the outside with juicy con-
flict filling the center. A Year by the Sea, if 
a sandwich, is a bit dry. While it contained 
numerous micro-conflicts, it lacked a 
strong plotline: a sandwich filled only with 
bread.

Year By The Sea, which won many film 

festival awards before its release, is the 
movie adaptation of Joan Anderson’s au-
tobiography. It follows a middle-aged Joan 
as she recovers from empty-nest syndrome 
and rediscovers herself on a year-long trip 
to Cape Cod. It is also the directorial debut 
of Alexander Janko, known for composing 
the scores of Anastasia (1997) and My Big 
Fat Greek Wedding (2002).

Unfortunately, Janko fell flat on his 

newest film, resulting in an uncomfortable 
amalgamation of plotless scenes and sea-
side footage, inlaid with inexplicably de-
pressing piano sounds.

Luckily, the film is redeemed by the 
quality of the acting. Karen Allen, who 
plays Joan, is appropriately convincing as 
someone who worries about worrying too 
much and gets excited over seals. She man-
ages to keep a straight face through all of 

the stilted conversation her character ex-
periences: for example, when her husband 
Robin (Michael Christofer) tells her “[I love 
you] because you’re my wife, Joan. Men 
love their wives … and their mothers.”

In the end, though, Year By The Sea 
can only be described as a compilation of 
cringe-worthy dialogue masquerading as 
a spiritual journey to which almost every 
character contributes. Joan’s editor, for 
one, announces to Joan, “You’ve clipped 
coupons for 30 years. It’s time to cash them 
in.” Even the story’s hot fisherman, who is 
not only married, but visibly younger than 
Joan, finds the time to tell the protagonist 
that “the real loneliness, Joan, is not know-
ing who you are.” Oh, and that he wants to 
meet her husband “just to see if it’s true: 
you being married and all.”

Don’t get me wrong — Year By The Sea 
was not falsely advertised. By the time its 
end credits roll, Joan has undergone a posi-
tive change in mentality thanks to her new-
found friends, including the seals. Even the 
title was accurate: the movie felt as long as 
year.

★★★☆☆

Year By The Sea
Directed by Alexander 
Janko

Screenplay by Alexander 
Janko

Starring Karen Allen, 
Yannick Bisson, Celia 
Imrie

Unrated, Now Playing

DANA STARBARD

Karen Allen (Joan) dances on Nauset Light Beach with Celia Imrie (Erikson) in Year By The Sea, a dramedy based on the NYT best-
seller. 

GEOFFREY WAY

JuggleMIT presents its Circus Show.

JuggleMIT Circus 
Show
Arranged by MIT Student 
Juggling Club

Kresge Auditorium

Sept. 23, 2017
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CONCERT REVIEW

Feel the Bern-stein
A symphonic surprise of an opening night

By Torri Yearwood

Opening nights are always a blast, full of 
well-dressed people, old and young, all lined 
up in front (and around the corner!) of the 
imposing Boston Symphony Hall. Stepping 
inside, the exuberance of the hall grows, the 
gracious white-and-gold architecture subtly 
contrasted by a neat criss-crossing of wires 
and microphones.

As it turns out, this would be a theme 
throughout the night, grandeur reminis-
cent of times past, with gracious modern-
isms worked lightly in. Appropriately so, as 
the performance was dedicated to Leonard 
Bernstein (1918-1990), one of the most tal-
ented composers of his time. Having written 
music and words for classics like West Side 
Story and Peter Pan (both of which were fea-
tured), Bernstein also did a number of edu-

cational talks, becoming the personal hero 
of many of those both on stage and in the au-
dience. Bernstein, as it turns out, grew up in 
Lawrence, and went to Harvard, making him 
quite the local lad. In fact, Divertimento for 
Orchestra was written for BSO’s centennial.

But I digress. No sooner had I found my 
seat and got situated did the conductor (An-
dris Nelsons) stride onstage, in his pseudo-
tux (he needed something a bit more flex-
ible than the traditional apparel), accepting 
brief applause, and begin the dramatic first 
movement of Divertimento for Orchestra. 
I was immediately struck by the uncharac-
teristic, but masterfully presented bounce 
in this high energy piece, contrasted by the 
following movement’s more classical feel. As 
the piece moved on (all eight movements of 
it), Bernstein’s contrasting styles of the very 
classical first and second movements, to the 

playful bounce of Turkey Trot (movement 
III), to the nearly James-Bond level of swing 
in movement VII. The latter surprised me 
greatly, as symphony halls are not generally 
known for their ability to jump from a piece 
played in classical style to a jazzy feel, but 
these performers nailed it, drummer, horns, 
everything.

Following that impressive start, flutist 
Elizabeth Rowe walked to the front of the 
stage, in a cameo pink flowing dress, con-
trasting the black-and-white of the other 
performers, about to play Halil. Bit of back-
story: Bernstein wrote Halil in honor of a 
young Israeli flutist, Yadin Tenenbaum, who 
had died in the 1973 Arab-Israeli war. The 
piece has military undertones throughout 
(complete with drummers that aren’t mon-
keys with sticks!), but is marked by a certain 
sadness mixed with melancholy. An emo-
tion which Ms. Rowe captured eloquently, 
making full use of both the dynamic and 
timbral ranges of the flute. The piece’s heart 
of hope and soul of darkness were lain bare 
for the audience, who were left awed, hang-
ing on to last sustained note, played by a 
single flute alone, but hopeful.

From such a solid focus on instrumental 
music, and varied styles therein, the pro-
gram moved to a selection of Bernstein’s 
more famous vocal works “A Julia de Burgos” 
from Songfest, Piccola serenata, “A Little Bit 
of Love” from Wonderful Town, “It must be 
so” from Candide (all sung by the talented 
young soprano, Julia Bullock), “I am easily 
assimilated” from Candide (sung by Fred-
erica Von Stade, who knew Leonard Bern-
stein personally, and host for the evening, 
and the Tanglewood Festival Chorus), and 
“Neverland” from Peter Pan (sung by both 
vocalists). While all of these were beautiful 
pieces, the operatic nature of the vocalists’ 
performances contrasted the more mod-
ern feel of the orchestra; most notably in “A 
Little Bit in Love”, which had the orchestra 
transformed once more into a jazz band, 
combining somewhat discordantly with 
the operatic nature of Ms. Bullock’s perfor-
mance. That said, the effect was relatively 
minor in the scope of the pieces.

I would be remiss, however, not to men-
tion the comical nature of “I am easily as-
similated” and its costumes and (small 

amount of) choreography, were fittingly 
inspired by a stereotypical dinner party. 
Somewhat less discordant than the other vo-
cal performances, this humorous piece was 
assembled near perfectly.

Finally, it came time for the big hitter. 
“Symphonic Dances” from West Side Story. 
I cannot praise this rendition of the piece 
enough. The subtle plays in timbre, the play-
ful countermelodies, the melancholy un-
dertones, all had me wanting to get up and 
dance along, as the conductor practically 
did. In the Prologue, the famous initial con-
frontation between the Sharks and the Jets, 
could almost see the gangs go at each other, 
especially when the orchestra set aside their 
instruments momentarily to provide the in-
famous snapping motif! The vigor captured 
by the orchestra was beyond exceptional, 
presenting the Maria motif quietly and using 
both timbral and dynamic contrast to give it 
new meaning throughout, consistently un-
derscored by the low strings to keep in the 
listener’s mind the tragedy that will befall 
the star-crossed lovers was simply beautiful. 
Furthermore, and I’m going to keep saying 
this, because it is impressive, I was surprised 
by warmth of the brass, and its ability to 
drop into a jazzy style at the drop of a hat. 
Even more unusual for a symphony orches-
tra were the drummers; their solo’s, dynam-
ic control, and ability to change the colour of 
the piece was astounding.

This was an astounding concert, really 
putting BSO’s best foot forward with con-
trasting styles, magnificent solos, and tre-
mendous sound. I look forward to the re-
maining concerts of this year’s season!

Opening Night: 
Leonard Bernstein 
Centennial Season 
Celebration
Boston Symphony 
Orchestra

Sept. 22, 2017

MICHAEL BLANCHARD

BSO Music Director Andris Nelsons leads Julia Bullock and Frederica Von Stade on 
opening night.

CONCERT REVIEW

Alison Krauss brings bluegrass to Boston
27-time Grammy winner performs country ballads with unique voice, calm spirituality

By Emma Bingham
EDITOR

Friday night was cool and misty on the 
banks of the Boston Main Channel. Hun-
dreds of people thronged outside the en-
trance to the Blue Hills Bank Pavilion. Who 
knew Boston had so many country and blue-
grass fans? Twenty-seven-time Grammy 
award winner Alison Krauss was performing 
with English singer-songwriter David Gray 
co-headlining.

The concert began with Gray’s perfor-
mance. I had never heard his music before, 
but I found it compelling. After the concert, I 
listened to some of his recordings. He is one 
of those artists whose songs sound more im-
pressive live. Contained in my headphones, 
his music felt restrained where it should be 
wild. Both the instruments and vocals were 
more dynamic live. 

He started with several powerful solo 
performances — just him with the piano or 
the guitar. A woman in front of us, clearly 
a big fan, stood and swayed to the music. 
Gradually, more people came onstage, and 
the semicircle of lights around the perform-
ers brightened, so that his performance had 
a feeling of building on itself.

For Krauss’s performance, the stage was 

decorated like an old-time country bar, 
complete with barstools, mugs, and posters 
for vaudeville shows and Glenn Miller con-
certs. It even included a view of the street, 
with a bicycle, an old-fashioned street lamp, 
and windows that lit up in different colors. 

The whole effect could have been jar-
ringly inauthentic with a lesser performer, 
but with Krauss it only added to the feeling 
of intimacy. Even though the concert was 
outdoors, and even though there were hun-
dreds upon hundreds of people, and rows 
upon rows of seats, it felt like I could have 
actually been in a small country bar. 

Krauss has a way of filling the largest 
spaces with her voice in a completely natu-
ral fashion. Her singing never feels forced. 
Each note is clear and sustained. Others 
have described it as “angelic,” and I’m in-
clined to agree. 

She also played the violin. My guest and I 
debated whether it should be called a fiddle 
or a violin. I thought maybe it depends on 
how fast the song is. I’m not sure. She did 
not perform many of the faster songs, banjo- 
and dobro-filled songs that I associate with 
bluegrass. 

Instead, she played a number of songs 
from her new solo album, Windy City. Most 
are slower ballads, often about about lost 
love. Her cover of “Losing You” (made fa-
mous by Brenda Lee) was especially com-
pelling. Maybe it was the chill in the air, and 
the dark and the cover of clouds. It could be 
the soundtrack to a sad romance movie.

Krauss performed with many members 
of Union Station, all masterful performers 
with years of experience in the industry. 
Also, notably, bluegrass singer Suzanne Cox 
lent her voice on many songs. The concert 
felt seamless. It was a pleasure to listen, like 
you could forget any of your worries.

She closed with a low-key version of 
the famous country ballad “When You Say 
Nothing At All” and several gospel songs, in-
cluding “A Living Prayer,” written by Union 
Station’s own Ron Block. 

I am not religious, but when I heard this 
music, I could understand a little better how 

it feels for those who are. When Krauss’s 
voice rises on the line “In your love, I find 
release / A haven from my unbelief,” it’s like 
you can feel a presence wrapping around 
you.

But maybe that was also just the mist. 
When we left, we were damp, but content. 

Alison Krauss and 
David Gray
Blue Hills Bank Pavilion, 
Boston, MA

Sept. 22, 2017

RANDEE ST. NICHOLAS

Alison Krauss performed at Blue Hills Bank Pavilion last Friday.
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Braincase by Carolyn Stewart
Solution, page 3

ACROSS
1 Google phone app
5 Hog fare
10 Real estate map
14 Disappearing Asian sea
15 West Side Story heroine
16 Sanctuary
17 Face circler
19 Altar alcove
20 Ne’er-do-well
21 Flanders of Springfield
22 Piece of gossip
23 Missouri tributary
24 Explained away
26 City southwest of Buffalo
28 1 billion years, in 

astronomy
29 Initials on some Indy cars
32 Ne’er-do-wells
35 Transcend
39 What each of the other 

four longest answers does
43 Cliff dwelling, perhaps
44 Tea-leaf examiner
45 What a mouse moves on
46 Former telephonic trio

48 Apollo 13 focus
51 Treacherous situation
56 Top-quality, so to speak
60 One with many fan clubs
61 Early 11th-century date
62 Range element
63 Name on many pants 

patches
64 Move aimlessly
66 Bread with chicken curry
67 Cyber Monday business
68 Insightful
69 Besides this
70 Really moved
71 Play the hero

DOWN
1 Salsa music
2 Libretto features
3 Beast from Sichuan
4 Muddy deposit
5 Neverland underling
6 Trumpet sound
7 Turk neighbor
8 Sheets and stuff
9 Boy, to Burns

10 Album designation
11 Capital near Titicaca
12 Passage to store goods
13 At bay
18 Stratum
24 Financial wherewithal
25 Sea of Serenity locale
27 Credit union offering
29 Caribbean music
30 Casual top
31 As directed by
33 Small water tester
34 Disburse
36 Ultimate height
37 Genomics material
38 Fluky
40 Rumor conduit
41 Magna Carta beneficiary
42 Division of time
47 Almost bubble
49 Be a catalyst for
50 Hamlet fortune metaphor
51 Beatrix Potter 

contemporary
52 Utopian
53 Telescopist’s sightings

54 Lloyd Webber score
55 Reddish purple
57 Original language of 

“kayak”
58 Brain Training app seller

59 Nonoptional instruction
62 With “-faced” and 65 

Down, whopper
65 See 62 Down

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Job Search
Solution, page 3

6 8
8 4 1

7 8 4
9 3 1 7 5

5 2 9 4
7 5 3 1 2

3 6 5
9 7 2

6 8

Future
Solution, page 3

144× 60×

30× 9+ 12×

3÷

240× 3

3 6× 120×

24× 5

[1139] Rubber and Glue

I’m rubber. You’re rubber. We contemplate the reality of our existence in mute, vulcanized horror.

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe
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Can you beat this drawing?
Join Illustrators at The Tech!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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