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By Vivian Zhong
EDITOR IN CHIEF

The history of undergraduate 
withdrawal and readmission, or 
leave and return, as it is now known, 
is fraught with horror stories of stu-
dents forcibly hospitalized or pre-
vented from resuming their studies 
at MIT. Last March, the Committee 
on Academic Performance (CAP) 
issued a report with recommenda-
tions to improve the system through 
which students temporarily halt 
their studies at MIT, voluntarily or 
not.

Now, a year later, The Tech in-
terviewed David Randall, senior 
associate dean of Student Support 
and Wellbeing, and Scott Hughes, 
the chair of CAP. The former over-
sees Student Support Services (S3), 
whose role is to support students 
during the leave and return process 

through its deans, while CAP is re-
sponsible for reviewing and approv-
ing student applications to return 
from leave.

The Tech also spoke with a stu-
dent who took voluntary medi-
cal leave at the end of the fall 2016 
semester and returned to MIT for 
spring 2017. The student requested 
anonymity for fear of repercussions. 
For the purpose of this article, the 
student will be referred to as Jane.

CAP recommendations
Hughes noted that reports like 

the CAP report are not the mecha-
nism by which policy changes hap-
pen. If administration had wanted 
to, they could have ignored every-
thing. They’ve acted on every one of 
the recommendations.

Implementation of the recom-
mendations will happen over the 
next year, Randall said. He expects 
that by this time next year, all of the 

CAP recommendations will have 
been executed.

Data on leave and return
Statistics on students going on 

and returning from leave were com-
monly requested by students, Ran-
dall said. S3 provided the data from 
both the current and the previous 
academic year, which we present 
here for comparison. The return sta-
tistics for the 2016–2017 academic 
year currently only comprises in-
formation from the fall term, and 
will be updated after the CAP meets 
again this June. The numbers for 
leave represent the students who 
began their leave at the start of or 
during the given academic year.

No data for the “leave of ab-
sence” category exists for the previ-
ous year, as it was a new category 
created after the CAP report was is-

New leave & return policies to 
be implemented by next year
Financial assistance and mentorship program to be 
made available, issues of communication remain

MIT pilots “Day Of Action” to encourage service 
among students, professors, staff, and residents 
Organizers hope to “create avenues” to engage in civic action through talks, workshops

By Anshula Gandhi
NEWS EDITOR

A hackathon-style service-ori-
ented event called Day of Action 
will take place April 18 (a school 
holiday) with lectures and work-
shops running from 10 a.m.–9 p.m.

Activities at Day of Action will 
include a talk by Professor of Eco-
nomics and major contributor to 
Obamacare Jonathan Gruber dis-
cussing the future of US health-
care policy, a lecture on ending 
political corruption by Represent.
Us Boston, and a talk on the dis-
tinction between free speech and 
hate speech by two Harvard gradu-

ate students in Philosophy, Wendy 
Salkin and Ronni Gura Sadovsky.

Not to be confused with the To-
gether in Service, an MIT service 
program, Day of Action is being run 
for the first time this year.

“I think that you know today, 
more than certainly any time in 
my recent memory in the United 
States, people feel that you know 
they want to do things and make 
a difference and it's hard to know 
how to do that,” Professor of Brain 
and Cognitive Sciences and Day 
of Action co-organizer Roger Levy 
said in an interview with The Tech. 
The day aims to “create avenues” 
for people to engage in civic action.

“Recharging for the Activist,”an 
event which includes how to medi-
tate while walking, is one of many 
on the Day of Action.

Professor of Philosophy and 
Day of Action co-organizer Sally 
Haslanger touted the benefits of 
on-the-go meditation in an inter-
view with The Tech: “One of my 
friends … taught me how to do 
walking meditation. So I don’t have 
to sit in my room — I can be walking 
to campus and still do meditation.”

“If you are an activist, you often 
achieve heightened sensitivity to 
injustice. Waking up every day with 
that heightened sensitivity … is ex-
hausting,” Haslanger said. “So what 

you want to do is find ways to help 
people realize that they don’t have 
to work with every issue every day 
—  they can pace themselves.”

The day is open to everyone, in-
cluding undergraduates, graduate 
students, professors, administra-
tive staff, custodial staff, and Cam-
bridge residents.

“This is a day that’s open to all,” 
Levy said. “We hope to see the wid-
est variety of perspectives there.”

“We would love for as many 
people as possible to come for all 
day, but we also recognize that of 
course not everybody can come all 
day,” Levy said. If people can only 
come for a bit, “that’s great and 

that’s wonderful. It’s better than 
not showing up.”

The organization for Day of Ac-
tion was spurred by Princeton Uni-
versity’s day of action.   “Princeton 
held a day of action on March 6,” 
Levy said. The organizers of Princ-
eton’s day of Action got in touch 
with MIT professors and asked 
if they’d “be interested in doing 
something similar.”

Snacks will be provided to 
participants throughout the day, 
including lunch and a “modest” 
dinner. The day will be rounded 
off with a DJ’d after-party host-
ed by the organizers in the Stata 
Amphitheater.
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By Erik Lindgren
STAFF METEOROLOGIST

The warm and dry weather 
we have experienced during 
the past few days (excluding 
Wednesday afternoon) will 
continue for the rest of the 
week. While the prevailing 
winds during Thursday and 
Friday will be northwesterly 
and northerly, the advected air 
will be warm. The weather pat-
tern from Thursday to Saturday 
will be relatively steady, with 
no major cold or warm fronts 
passing through our area. This 
will change during Saturday 
evening, when a warm front 
from the southwest is expected 
to sweep through New England. 

The warm air may be accom-
panied by light showers dur-
ing Saturday night, and some 
clouds may remain on Sunday. 
The high temperature on Sun-
day will be in the mid 70s.

This week brought us a 
new daily temperature record 
for Boston: the high of 84°F on 
Tuesday was the highest tem-
perature on April 11 since re-
cords started in 1872. The clima-
tological normal temperatures 
for this time of year are around 
55°F and 40°F for the high and 
low, respectively. This is the 
sixth time so far that a record 
high temperature has been ob-
served during 2017. No record 
low temperatures have been 
observed so far this year.
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Thursday, April 13, 2017Extended Forecast
Today: Sunny with a high of 61°F (16°C). Winds NW at 10-

15 mph.
Tonight: Partly cloudy with a low of 41°F (5°C).
Tomorrow: Sunny with a high near 59°F (15°C). Winds N at 

10 mph.
Saturday: Mostly sunny with a high around 60°F (16°C).
Sunday: Partly sunny with a high around 75°F (24°C).
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Trump undercuts Bannon, whose 
job may be in danger

Jeremy W. Peters 
and Maggie Haberman

THE NEW YORK TIMES 

WASHINGTON — Stephen K. 
Bannon, President Donald Trump’s 
grenade-lobbing pugilist of a chief 
strategist, has a fitting nickname 
for his West Wing office: “The war 
room.”

But more and more, war is being 
waged on Bannon himself. And it is 
unclear how much longer he can 
survive in his job.

His isolation inside the White 
House, after weeks of bitter battle 
with other senior aides aligned 
with Jared Kushner, the president’s 
son-in-law, appeared to grow even 
starker this week after Trump un-
dercut Bannon in an interview and 
downplayed his role as the Trump 
campaign’s chief executive.

“I didn’t know Steve,” Trump 
told the New York Post columnist 
Michael Goodwin in an interview 

on Tuesday, explaining that Ban-
non was a latecomer to his presi-
dential campaign. “I am my own 
strategist,” the president added, 
a pointed reference to what aides 
described as his growing irritation 
that Bannon is receiving credit 
for being the mastermind behind 
Trump’s victory.

The remarks were at least, in 
part, not true — Trump has known 
Bannon for some time, and has ap-
peared on the radio show he used 
to host. But it was an unusually 
public rejection by a chief execu-
tive who generally keeps such criti-
cism behind closed doors.

One person with firsthand 
knowledge of internal White House 
dynamics, who asked not to be 
identified given how tense the situ-
ation had become, insisted that no 
immediate changes were likely. 
But by openly criticizing Bannon, 
Trump has created a situation 
that makes it hard for the swag-

gering chief strategist to remain 
in place without appearing deeply 
undermined.

Given Bannon’s nature, he has 
objected to the advice of others 
inside the administration. Those 
include not only Kushner and 
his wife, Ivanka Trump, Trump’s 
daughter, but other advisers who 
share a similar, more moderate 
mind-set like Gary Cohn, the chief 
economic adviser, and Dina Powell, 
a deputy national security adviser, 
most of whom believe the presi-
dent should ease up on some of his 
hard-line campaign promises.

Bannon’s removal from the 
White House would not come 
without political consequences, 
given his stature on the right. Con-
servative talk radio has already 
been abuzz with worry that “the 
Democrats,” the epithet they use 
to describe the Kushner faction in 
the West Wing, were co-opting the 
president’s agenda.

Spicer draws backlash by 
comparing Hitler and Assad

Turkey in turmoil and chaos 
since purge aimed at dissenters

ISTANBUL — Erdogan’s government has sought to root out 
any remaining dissent by targeting nearly every segment of so-
ciety. It has also used the purge as cover for a crackdown on 
dissidents of all stripes, including leftists.

The numbers are extraordinary. The government has fired 
or suspended about 130,000 people suspected of being dissi-
dents from the public and private sectors. Most are accused 
of affiliations with the Gulen movement, the Islamic follow-
ers of Fethullah Gulen, the cleric accused of orchestrating the 
putsch.

More than 8,000 army officers, 8,000 police officers, 5,000 
academics and 4,000 judges and prosecutors have been forced 
out, according to estimates.

The social cost has been significant. Watchdogs say that 
around 1,200 schools, 50 hospitals and 15 universities have 
been closed. Affected schoolchildren have usually been able 
to find places in local state schools — but their purged parents 
have mostly been frozen out of the job market.

 —Patrick Kingsley, The New York Times

Mosul zoo’s last animals taken 
to safety

AMMAN, Jordan — The last surviving animals in the Mon-
tazah Al-Morour Zoo in the war-ravaged Iraqi city of Mosul — 
Lula, a bear, and Simba, a lion — reached safety at a wildlife 
shelter in Amman, the Jordanian capital, on Monday night.

Their home at the zoo was severely damaged as battles for 
control of the city, Iraq’s second largest, have raged for months 
between Iraqi forces and Islamic State militants.

A half-million people are thought to be trapped in parts of 
the city, unable to escape. The Islamic State has used civilians 
as human shields, and U.S. airstrikes, supporting Iraqi coun-
terterrorism forces, have leveled parts of Mosul. A strike in one 
neighborhood last month was thought to have killed as many 
as 200 civilians.

About 40 animals had died at the zoo in recent months. 
Some starved and some were killed by bombs, according to 
Four Paws International, an animal welfare organization based 
in Vienna that carried out the rescue. Workers said that the 
animals’ cages were filthy and that Simba and Lula urgently 
needed veterinary care.

Simba and Lula will be transferred to the New Hope Center, 
the biggest wildlife shelter in the Middle East.

 —Rana F. Sweis, The New York Times

Kansas Republican survives 
tight race to win House seat

WICHITA, Kan. — Ron Estes, the Republican candidate for 
an empty House seat in Kansas, survived a surprisingly com-
petitive race in a heavily conservative district Tuesday.

He defeated James Thompson, the Democratic candidate, 
in the first national test of the Republican Party’s electoral 
strength, in a contest that saw a late infusion of national sup-
port from Republicans nervous about the tumultuous political 
environment during President Donald Trump’s initial months 
in office.

Estes, 60, the state treasurer, overcame the challenge by 
Thompson, a Wichita civil rights lawyer, 53 percent to 46 per-
cent, according to unofficial results, to fill the seat that was va-
cated by Mike Pompeo, now the CIA director.

Estes was initially expected to cruise to victory in a district 
that his party had held for more than two decades and that 
Trump had won by 27 points. But after Republican polling last 
week revealed Estes’ lead was in only the single digits, the na-
tional party scrambled to rescue his campaign.

 —John Eligon and Jonathan Martin, The New York Times

Nicholas Fandos 
and Mark Landler

THE NEW YORK TIMES

The White House press secretary, 
Sean Spicer, set off an intense back-
lash Tuesday when he suggested 
that President Bashar Assad of Syria 
was guilty of acts worse than Hit-
ler and asserted that Hitler had not 
used chemical weapons, ignoring 
the use of gas chambers at concen-
tration camps during the Holocaust.

Spicer later apologized.
During his daily briefing for 

reporters, Spicer was defending 
President Donald Trump’s decision 
to order a missile strike on Syria by 
trying to lend gravity to the actions 
of Assad. U.S. officials accuse the 
Syrian president of using sarin gas, a 
lethal chemical weapon, in an attack 
on a rebel-held area of Idlib province 
last week that killed dozens, many of 
them children.

But in misconstruing the facts 
of the Holocaust — Nazi Germany’s 
brutally efficient, carefully orches-
trated extermination of 6 million 
Jews and others — Spicer instead 
drew a torrent of criticism and add-

ed to the perception that the Trump 
White House lacks sensitivity and 
has a tenuous grasp of history.

“We didn’t use chemical weap-
ons in World War II,” Spicer said. 
“You know, you had someone as 
despicable as Hitler who didn’t even 
sink to using chemical weapons.”

He continued, “So you have to, if 
you are Russia, ask yourself: Is this a 
country and a regime that you want 
to align yourself with?”

The White House charged Tues-
day that Russia had sought to cover 
up the Syrian government’s role in 
the chemical attack.

Asked to clarify his remarks, Spic-
er then acknowledged that Hitler 
had used chemical agents but main-
tained that there was a difference.

“I think when you come to sarin 
gas, he was not using the gas on his 
own people the same way that Assad 
is doing,” Spicer said, incorrectly, 
before mentioning “Holocaust cen-
ters,” an apparent reference to Nazi 
death camps.

Some 160,000 to 180,000 Jews 
killed by Nazis were from Germany, 
according to the U.S. Holocaust Me-
morial Museum.

Spicer’s explanation drew gasps 
from reporters in the briefing room. 
The remarks almost immediately 
elicited outrage on social media 
and correctives from scholars of 
the Holocaust.

Shortly after his briefing, Spicer 
again tried to clarify his comments, 
saying in a statement that he was 
not “trying to lessen the horren-
dous nature of the Holocaust.”

“I was trying to draw a distinc-
tion of the tactic of using airplanes 
to drop chemical weapons on 
population centers,” he said. “Any 
attack on innocent people is repre-
hensible and inexcusable.”

By Tuesday evening, Spicer 
was on CNN, offering a contrite 
apology.

“I was trying to draw a compari-
son for which there shouldn’t have 
been one,” he said.

The Trump administration has 
a history of missteps on the Holo-
caust. Days after Trump took office, 
a White House statement marking 
International Holocaust Remem-
brance Day was sharply criticized 
for failing to directly mention Jews 
or anti-Semitism.
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Thomas Erdbrink
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

TEHRAN, Iran — The race for the 
presidency of Iran expanded unex-
pectedly Wednesday, when former 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 
a maverick politician who was side-
lined over tensions with the political 
and religious establishment, regis-
tered as a candidate.

The surprising decision by Ah-
madinejad, who became notorious 
in the West by threatening Israel and 
denying the existence of the Holo-
caust, is likely to present a test for 
Iran’s establishment as it prepares 
for the presidential election May 19.

Ahmadinejad’s re-election in 
2009 led to the largest anti-govern-
ment protests since the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution. Millions of people took 
to the streets claiming that his re-
election had been marred by fraud.

He left office in 2013 after a major 
falling-out with Iran’s supreme lead-
er, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Khamenei and the rest of the es-
tablishment could simply choose to 
disqualify Ahmadinejad, as a vetting 
council they control is expected to do 
to hundreds of others who have reg-
istered as candidates. But respond-
ing to Ahmadinejad’s desire for a po-
litical rebirth might require a more 
finessed response, analysts said.

President Hassan Rouhani is fa-
vored to win re-election. But many 
Iranians have been disappointed 
over the lack of economic recovery 
after the nuclear deal Iran reached 
with the United States and other ma-
jor powers in 2015. Iran’s hard-liners 
strongly dislike Rouhani’s desire to 
reach out to the West and even to the 
United States. They accuse him of 
wanting to smooth the sharp edges 
of Iran’s ideology and being too will-
ing to consider compromises on cul-
tural issues.

Ahmadinejad, meanwhile, has 
been quietly trying to rebrand him-
self. Ever since his falling-out with 
Khamenei, which was over the selec-

tion of the minister of intelligence, a 
position that requires the supreme 
leader’s approval, Ahmadinejad has 
been presenting himself as an anti-
establishment figure — someone 
who is not afraid to ignore the will of 
Khamenei.

Supporters of Rouhani care-
fully welcomed Ahmadinejad’s de-
cision to register as a presidential 
candidate.

In their election calculations, 
hard-liners have been lining up be-
hind Ibrahim Raeesi, a former judi-
cial official. Many of them hope that 
Raeesi will one day succeed Khame-
nei as the supreme leader, and they 
think having executive experience 
would increase his chances. Raeesi 
heads the extremely powerful Imam 
Reza Foundation in Mashhad, in the 
east of Iran. But his credentials are 
tainted by accusations that he was 
involved in a death committee that 
issued verdicts that led to the execu-
tions of thousands of political pris-
oners in 1988.

Xi and Trump discuss rising 
tensions with North Korea

BEIJING — China’s leader, Xi Jinping, and President Donald 
Trump spoke by phone on Wednesday about the escalating ten-
sions with North Korea as a prominent Chinese state-run newspa-
per warned the North that it faced a cutoff of vital oil supplies if it 
dared test a nuclear weapon.

The phone call, reported by China’s state broadcaster, CCTV, 
came hours after Trump cautioned Beijing in a Twitter message 
and a television interview that it needed to help Washington rein 
in North Korea, a Chinese ally. During the call, which was initiated 
by Trump, Xi said that the matter should be solved through peace-
ful means, the state news agency Xinhua reported.

Tensions escalated further on Wednesday as reports said the 
Japanese navy would join the U.S. Navy strike group led by the air-
craft carrier Carl Vinson in its mission off the Korean coast. Those 
joint exercises would take place as the U.S. armada passed through 
waters close to Japan, Reuters said.

North Korea on Saturday is celebrating the 105th anniversary 
of the birth of Kim Il Sung, the founder of the nation. Its current 
leader, Kim Jong Un, his grandson, is expected to use the occasion 
to either stage a nuclear weapons test or conduct a missile test, in 
direct defiance of the United States and its main patron, China.

 —Jane Perlez, The New York Times

Court approved wiretap on Trump 
campaign aid over Russia ties

WASHINGTON — The Justice Department obtained a secret 
court-approved wiretap last summer on Carter Page, a foreign 
policy adviser to Donald Trump’s presidential campaign, based on 
evidence that he was operating as a Russian agent, a government 
official said Wednesday.

The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court issued the warrant, 
the official said, after investigators determined that Page was no 
longer part of the Trump campaign.

To obtain the warrant, the government needed to show prob-
able cause that Page was acting as an agent of Russia. Investigators 
must first get approval from one of three senior officials at the Jus-
tice Department. Then, prosecutors take it to a surveillance court 
judge.

And though the Trump administration has said Page was a bit 
player who had no access to the candidate, the wiretap shows the 
FBI had strong evidence that a campaign adviser was operating on 
behalf of Moscow.

Trump and Page have called the investigation a “witch hunt” 
and said it was cooked up by their political rivals for speaking out 
against President Barack Obama’s policies. On Tuesday, Page said 
in an email that it “will be interesting to see what comes out when 
the unjustified basis for those FISA requests are more fully dis-
closed over time,” using shorthand for the court.

The FBI declined to comment. James B. Comey, the FBI direc-
tor, has described the hurdles to obtaining an intelligence wiretap 
as a “rigorous, rigorous process.”

Page, a former Moscow-based investment banker for Merrill 
Lynch who later founded an investment company in New York 
called Global Energy Capital, has been on the FBI’s radar screen 
for years.

In July of last year, while working as an adviser to Trump, Page 
traveled to Moscow and criticized U.S. foreign policy toward Russia 
in a speech at the New Economic School, a university.

 —Matthew Rosenberg and Matt Apuzzo, The New York Times

Trump administration backs 
Montenegro’s admission to NATO

WASHINGTON — The Trump administration is supporting the 
admission of Montenegro into NATO in part to counter the influ-
ence of Russia in the small Balkan nation, a senior White House 
official said on Wednesday, citing “credible reports” that Moscow 
backed a plot for a violent election-day attack there last fall.

The official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to pre-
view meetings later on Wednesday between President Donald 
Trump and Jens Stoltenberg, NATO secretary-general, gave no de-
tail on the alleged planned attack, referring questions to the gov-
ernment of Montenegro.

But the official said Russia’s meddling in Montenegro and 
Ukraine, as well as its actions in Syria, would be a strong theme in 
Trump’s NATO discussions, most likely highlighting the president’s 
commitment to a mutual defense alliance that he questioned be-
fore taking office. During the meetings, the administration said, 
Trump and Stoltenberg will talk about the need for Russia to cease 
its interference in eastern Ukraine and support peace efforts there.

The new dynamic is a substantial shift from Trump’s stance dur-
ing his presidential campaign, when he often questioned the use-
fulness of NATO and regularly praised Putin.

 —Julie Hirschfeld Davis, The New York Times

Venezuela staves off default, but 
low oils prices pose threat

Venezuela has put off a reckoning on its tens of billions of dol-
lars in debt, but its ability to avoid a disastrous default will probably 
require much higher oil prices than appear likely in the next year or 
two, financial experts say.

With its oil production and international reserves falling at an 
accelerating rate, the government is juggling as fast as it can to pay 
for imported food and medicines while meeting its short-term 
bond payments. Even as the country has slashed imports, its re-
serves have declined by half over the last two years, to $10.4 billion. 

Complicating the picture is the escalating political turmoil 
challenging President Nicolás Maduro, who needs to shore up his 
popularity if he is to retain power in the elections scheduled for 
next year. Consumers have to endure long lines for food and other 
necessities, and hunger is spreading. With Venezuela’s refineries in 
disrepair, even gasoline is in short supply. A monthly inflation rate 
of 20 percent is shrinking the value of paychecks.

 —Matthew Rosenberg and Matt Apuzzo, The New York Times

Julie Hirschfeld Davis 
and David E. Sanger

THE NEW YORK TIMES

President Donald Trump and 
Secretary of State Rex W. Tillerson 
sought on Wednesday to isolate 
President Vladimir Putin of Russia 
for backing the Syrian government 
in the wake of its lethal chemical 
weapons attack on civilians, and 
worked to build international pres-
sure on Moscow to change course.

In Washington, Moscow and 
New York, the Trump administra-
tion publicly chastised Putin but 
privately worked to hash out in-
creasingly bitter differences with 
him. At the same time, Trump 
embraced NATO — a military alli-
ance he had previously derided as 
obsolete — as an effective and vi-
tal force for peace and security in 
a region where Russia has been an 
aggressive actor.

The moves were a wholesale 
reversal of Trump’s approach to 
foreign policy during his presi-
dential campaign and even in his 
early days in office, when he spoke 
warmly of Putin and the prospects 

of a U.S. alliance with Russia as he 
questioned the usefulness of NATO 
and the concept of an alliance for 
common defense to counterbal-
ance Moscow’s belligerence.

In an interview that aired 
Wednesday, Trump said that Putin 
was partly to blame for the conflict 
in Syria and denounced him for 
backing President Bashar Assad, 
whom he called an “animal.” Later 
at the White House, Trump said 
that Russia had likely known in ad-
vance of the Syrian government’s 
plan to unleash a nerve agent 
against its own people, and assert-
ed that the United States’ relations 
with Moscow were at an “all-time 
low.”

In Moscow, Tillerson came 
away from a two-hour meeting 
with Putin — the first such face-
to-face session of the Trump ad-
ministration — without reaching 
agreement on facts involving the 
chemical weapons assault in Syria 
or Russian interference in the U.S. 
election. And sharply diverging 
from the meeting of the minds be-
tween the United States and Russia 
that Trump frequently aspired to 

when he was campaigning, there 
was no visible warming of the 
relationship.

The most immediate casualty of 
the clash was Russia’s decision last 
week to suspend a communication 
channel, set up in 2015, to share 
information about U.S. and Rus-
sian air operations over Syria to 
avoid possible conflict. Lavrov said 
Wednesday that “we’re willing to 
put it back into force” if Washing-
ton and Moscow can resolve their 
differences.

Further punctuating the Syria 
dispute, Russia on Wednesday 
vetoed a Western-backed resolu-
tion at the United Nations Secu-
rity Council that condemned the 
chemical weapons attack. It was 
the eighth time in the 6-year-old 
Syrian civil war that Russia, one of 
the five permanent Security Coun-
cil members, had used its veto 
power to shield the government in 
Damascus. But in a possible sign of 
Russia’s isolation on the chemical 
weapons issue, China, the perma-
nent member that usually votes 
with Russia on Syria resolutions, 
abstained.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, ex-
president of Iran, files to run again

Protests continue as Hungary 
takes aim at Soros’ university

U.S takes sharper tone on 
Russia’s role in Syria

Palko Karasz
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

LONDON — Pressure is mount-
ing on Hungary’s right-wing gov-
ernment after it adopted a law 
that would effectively shut down 
Central European University, an 
institution founded by the Hun-
garian-American philanthropist 
George Soros shortly after the fall 
of Communism.

A United Nations expert on 
Tuesday joined European Union 
officials in expressing grave con-
cern about the law, which was 
rushed through parliament by the 
government of Prime Minister Vik-
tor Orban.

Tens of thousands of protesters 
poured into the streets of Budapest 
on Sunday to urge President Janos 
Ader not to sign the law, but on 
Monday he did just that.

The new law requires, among 
other things, that foreign-accred-
ited universities provide higher 
education services in their own 

countries — meaning the United 
States in the case of Central Euro-
pean University.

Observers say the law is part of 
a clampdown on free expression 
and an effort to create a powerful 
enemy — in this case, Soros, a fi-
nancier who embodies, for Orban, 
the influence of global capitalism.

“Almost the only success story 
the government has at home, I 
think, is that it built a fence and is 
not letting in migrants,” said An-
dras Loke, president of the board 
of Transparency International’s 
branch in Hungary, referring to 
Orban’s hard-line policy on refu-
gees. “That is to say the people like 
it, and they say, ‘Finally, somebody 
has done it.’”

Criticism of the law aimed at 
the university, which has nearly 
1,800 students from more than 100 
countries and about 370 faculty 
members, came from several di-
rections Tuesday.

David Kaye, the U.N. special 
rapporteur for freedom of opinion 

and expression, said it was “likely 
to violate the central precepts 
of academic freedom in a free 
society.”

A U.S. official, Hoyt Brian Yee, 
the deputy assistant secretary of 
state for European and Eurasian 
affairs, also raised concerns, tell-
ing Reuters that the law focused 
on “this important American-Hun-
garian institution.”

Members of the European 
Commission, the EU’s executive 
body, are to discuss the subject 
Wednesday in Brussels. They are 
also expected to talk, more broad-
ly, about efforts by Orban’s govern-
ment to curb the authority of the 
European Union in areas like im-
migration and the economy.

In Hungary, the protests have 
continued, though at a smaller 
scale than over the weekend. A few 
hundred people gathered in front 
of the presidential palace Monday 
night to support the university, 
and another rally was planned for 
Wednesday night.
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An album review last issue incorrectly stated that the title 
of the album was Brink. In fact, the artist’s name is Brink; the 
album title is Ginger Ale. 
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Vote Sarah Melvin 
and Alexa Martin 
for UA President 
and Vice President

For the first time since 2015, voters will 
have a choice between not one but three 
tickets for the future of the Undergraduate 
Association’s leadership. With our choice 
of a UA president and vice president, we 
have the power to dictate the future of 
the organization, its priorities, and its 
behavior. The challenges that the UA will 
face in the coming year—both internal and 
external—necessitate a president and vice 
president with experience, dedication, and 
perhaps most importantly, vision. Only 
the ticket of Sarah Melvin ’18 and Alexa 
Martin ’19 clearly satisfies all of these 
requirements.

Melvin and Martin are running on a 
platform that prioritizes increased student 
engagement with the administration and 
with the UA. Their platform addresses a 
wide range of issues, including reforms 
to academic advising, strengthening the 
presence of cultural groups, and increas-
ing transparency within the UA (just to 
name a few), but in each of their points, 
the guiding principles of engagement 
and collaboration shine through. Melvin 
and Martin promise not just to advocate 
on behalf of undergraduates, but also to 
push for direct inclusion at all levels of 
decision-making.

One of the most striking aspects of 
the Melvin/Martin ticket is its breadth of 
experience. I struggle to imagine a pair 
more well-balanced than Melvin and 
Martin. Melvin’s unique experience as 
president of Senior House during the 
chaos following the decision not to allow 

freshmen in the dorm this past fall offers a 
perspective that perhaps no one else in the 
entire undergraduate student body shares. 
As a result of this role, Melvin has the 
skills necessary to have incredibly difficult 
conversations both with members of the 
administration and with her constituents. 
These skills are not just poetry for a cam-
paign website: they have translated into 
concrete outcomes. She led the charge in 
facilitating heavy involvement of Senior 
House residents and alumni as well as 
MIT community members in general in 
advocating for the dorm, which shaped 
the turnaround process and forced the ad-
ministration to become more transparent 
about its goals and methods. As DormCon 
i3/RAC chair, Melvin has worked with 
the Rainbow Lounge to improve Gender-
Inclusive Housing and implemented train-
ing for individual dorm RACs to increase 
their involvement in the rooming process 
beyond the dorm level. Melvin’s unique 
perspective comes with the caveat that 
she is something of a newcomer to the UA; 
however, her proven dedication to cross-
campus issues and wise choice of running 
mate more than compensate for her 
relative lack of experience in the organiza-
tion’s highest levels.

Rather than pander to the played-out 
dichotomy of insider vs. outsider, Melvin 
instead chose to work with Alexa Martin, a 
well-established member of the 2019 Class 
Council and the current UA secretary. 
Martin’s deep understanding of the in-
ner workings of the UA will be critical to 
enacting the pair’s ambitious platform and 
accomplishing the critical task of increas-
ing student investment and engagement in 
the affairs of the UA. Additionally, Martin’s 
strong connections with current members 
of the UA will facilitate a smooth transi-
tion to new leadership should the ticket be 
elected.

Melvin and Martin are the only candi-
dates that can be trusted to do more than 
just pay lip service to the notion of in-
creased student representation in conver-
sations within the administration. Melvin’s 
aforementioned experiences as Senior 
House president lend a salient backdrop to 
the pair’s campaign promise to fight hard 
for undergraduate voices to be heard. As 
UA president and vice president, Melvin 
and Martin will not only act as interme-
diary advocates for the undergraduate 
body, they will also effect more extensive 
and valuable direct interactions between 
students and administrators through pro-
posed initiatives to increase administra-
tors’ office hours, develop the presence of 
the Student-Administration Collaboration 
Committee, and implement a follow-up 
system to promote accountability. Their 
dedication to promoting both UA and 
direct grassroots involvement in decisions 
in the administration should resonate 
with anyone who has felt marginalized or 
underrepresented in developments at MIT 
in recent years.

We are fortunate this year to have a 
choice between three enthusiastic tickets 
for UA leadership. With this opportunity to 
choose comes the responsibility to reflect 
on our needs as a student body and the 
traits we value in our most powerful advo-
cates. Sarah Melvin and Alexa Martin have 
the potential to breathe new life into the 
UA with broad experiences and a proven 
dedication to student autonomy and rep-
resentation, and I unequivocally endorse 
them for the positions of UA president and 
vice president.

— Allie Stanton ’18, president of East 
Campus and housing chair of the 

Dormitory Council. Emma DeSoto ’18, 
president of Burton Conner, and Jacqueline 
Liu ’18, president of Simmons Hall and REX 

chair of DormCon, are also signatories.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Four Day
Solution, page 9

7 4 2 6
8 1

1 5 7
6 4 8
7 3 8 2 6 5

5 6 7
8 3 6

2 7
1 3 2 4

Weekend
Solution, page 9

12× 24× 20+

90×

5 2× 6× 36×

2− 2

360× 6÷ 1

12× 5 2

See 35 across by S.N.
Solution, page 9
ACROSS
1 A breeze
5 Crystal, essentially
11 “She’s the one”
14 Horn insert
15 Chipmunks’ meals
16 Constitution, in D.C.
17 Barbecue accessory
19 Importune
20 Intensive affirmative
21 Legislative center
22 Yearner for Wilkes
24 Ringlet
26 Part of some ranges
29 Wasn’t too busy
31 Irascible one
32 High-kite connector
33 “Someone help me” 

ABBA tune
34 They meet at jcts.
35 Title of the puzzle
40 Abigail Adams, __ Smith
41 Falsification
42 Shape of orecchiette pasta
43 Got out
46 Neurological link

50 Rustic warmer
52 Harp (on)
53 Paint, perhaps
54 Cosmo sister mag
56 Vulgarian
57 Sundial numeral
58 Erstwhile train need
62 It may mean “resident”
63 Stifled
64 Soybean products
65 Wintry white, in brand 

names
66 Ready to publish
67 Revelation preceder, at 

times

DOWN
1 Sci-fi psychic
2 High-latitude display
3 All fired up
4 “Uh-huh”
5 Judicious
6 Film with Manny the 

Mammoth
7 Mess of
8 “I Got Rhythm” cover name

9 __ Airport Network
10 Start courting
11 Carmen dance
12 Source of portable power
13 Letter ender
18 Italian sister city of San 

Francisco
23 Abbr. for royalty
25 Preeminent
27 Casino container
28 Howard’s Happy Days 

dad
30 Dowel driver
33 Start courting?
35 Moralistic, in a way
36 Cheese from Sardinia
37 Everypooch
38 Body-shop machine
39 Enticement
40 Disney musical portraying 

Pulitzer
44 Proprietor of 

MouthHealthy.org
45 Totality of the mind
46 Arm’s-length creation
47 Praline ingredients

48 Informal wear
49 Senior one
51 Gazelle habitat
55 Bergman, in Casablanca

59 It added “YouTuber” in 
2016

60 Aladdin prince
61 Edge out

Chernobyl, April 26, 1986 by SOYO
Want to see YOUR 

comics in The Tech?

Email them to 
comics@tech.mit.edu

or join us for dinner, 
Sundays 6 p.m. (W20-483)
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DANIEL JACKSON

Nuh Gedik, Associate Professor of Physics.

I am originally from Turkey. I gradu-
ated from Bogazici University in Istanbul. 
I came to the US in 1998 for my graduate 
studies. After obtaining my PhD in physics 
from the University of California, Berke-
ley, I moved to Caltech as a postdoctoral 
scholar. In 2008, I started as an assistant 
professor at MIT. My lab uses ultrafast la-
ser pulses to understand newly discovered 
materials such as high temperature su-
perconductors. I greatly enjoy being part 
of such a diverse and distinguished com-
munity of students, postdocs, and faculty 
at MIT.

Nuh Gedik is an Associate Professor of 
Physics.

Editor's note: Tech Transfers is a photo 
series by Professor Daniel Jackson that fea-
tures immigrant members of MIT. 

TECH TRANSFERS

Nuh Gedik
Immigrant members 
of the MIT 
community

Email join@tech.mit.edu or 
join us for dinner, Sundays 6 p.m. (W20-483)
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sued last spring. This category “al-
lows undergraduates to take a leave 
for up to two years in order to pur-
sue personal, career, or educational 
interests, and ensures they can eas-
ily return to the Institute,” accord-
ing to a statement issued jointly by 
Randall and Hughes.

Hughes believes one of the rea-
sons why the return rate has in-
creased is due to students submit-
ting stronger return applications. 
New procedures, Hughes said, have 
allowed students to engage with 
their S3 deans “more honestly and 
completely,” which in turn empow-
ers S3 to give more feedback on the 
applications.

Financial and housing 
assistance

During her year on leave, Jane 
found herself unable to consistently 
find and keep a job due to health 
issues, and had no parental sup-
port to fall back on. She pointed 
out that any support that S3 offered 
was meaningless if she didn’t have 
a place to sleep or know where her 
next meal was coming from. Finan-
cial pressure during the beginning 
of her leave pushed her take a job 
before she was medically ready; as 
a result, she ended up hospitalized 
and lost that job.

Her situation “is a particularly 
heartrending one,” Hughes ac-
knowledged. “We do sometimes 
have these [cases]. This is outside 
my purview, but looking at it from 
the outside, it’s pretty clear that 
there’s nothing we can do in these 
cases,” adding that CAP “spends 
most of its time considering these 
edge cases.”

It is unclear if Jane’s situation 
was in fact an edge case. The CAP re-
port indicated that only 23 percent 
of re-admitted students responded 
to a survey the committee sent out 
to gather feedback. In addition, stu-

dents may still be reluctant to share 
their experiences: Jane admitted to 
exaggerating her medical readiness 
to return to MIT simply to escape 
the “hellhole” of being on leave.

S3 is, however, establishing a 
fund for students with financial 
hardships who are preparing for a 
leave. Students will be able to re-
quest grants by submitting a form 
and budget to S3 for review. Randall 
said that there will be no strict limit 
on the financial assistance granted, 
but cited $1,000 as a guiding figure.

“We obviously have some stu-
dents who are more financially-
needy than others,” he added, but 
“if we spend $5,000 on one student, 
that takes potential funds away 
from another, so we’re going to be 
considering all cases together, try-
ing to distribute funds fairly.”

The transition fund was one of 
the stronger recommendations 
from the CAP, Hughes said. “This is 
one we were really nervous about, 
since, you know —  we’re asking 
for money.” The fund, Randall said, 
is currently being supported by 
donors.

The current policy on housing is 
that students on leave cannot live in 
any Institute residences, including 
FSILGs that have ownership of their 
houses. Asked if there has been any 
consideration to change this policy, 
Randall replied that spots are only 
available for currently registered 
students, as per Institute policy.

“If we open it up for one student, 
we would have to open it up for all 
students on leave” — which MIT 
does not have the capacity for, Ran-
dall said.

A history of miscommunication
Miscommunication between S3, 

students, faculty, and other MIT 
administrative departments has 
long plagued the process of taking 
leave from MIT. It quickly became 
clear to the CAP, Hughes said, that 
more transparency and clear com-
munication through S3 deans and 

the S3 website was needed. One of 
the changes they’ve tried to make, 
Randall said, is to take “a very pub-
lic approach to the concerns that 
students have” through periodic re-
ports emailed to the student body.

But students don’t typically read 
administrative emails or 50-page 
reports — or long Tech articles. As 
Jane pointed out, students are much 
more likely to read stories posted 
on MIT Confessions, no matter how 
unrepresentative or unverifiable 
they are.

For example, in an informal 
survey of student focus groups con-
ducted by the CAP, students on av-
erage believed that only 15 percent 
of students who withdrew returned 
to MIT. The actual number at the 
time was closer to 70 percent.

Hughes recognized this issue: 
“The fact that the things that stu-
dents read are not through the ven-
ues in which we proffer information 
is a bit of a frustration because you 
know — we can’t send anonymous 
tweets to everyone about what the 
data are.”

“They are trying, but it seems 
like they’re just patching things up, 
not addressing core issues,” Jane 
said, pointing to the change of ter-
minology from “withdrawal and 
readmission” to “leave and return” 
as a change that doesn’t improve a 
student’s feeling of stigmatization 
when taking a break from MIT.

The name change was a result 
of “clear evidence that old names 
were leading to incorrect assump-
tions,” Randall said. But he agreed 
that “it doesn’t address crux of 
the issue,” saying that it was “low-
hanging fruit,” an easy fix for S3 to 
implement.

The leave and return policy was 
updated last year to increase the 
time that a student has between be-
ing given formal notice or approval 
to leave until the student must 
move out of their MIT housing, if 
they take leave in the middle of a 
semester, from 48 to 72 hours. Jane 
pointed out that 72 hours was not 
a lot of time either, indicating that 
fear of such a sudden upheaval in 
her life was part of the reason why 
she chose to delay taking medical 
leave until the end of the semester.

According to Randall, however, 
this is a misconception: S3 will work 
with students who request leave to 
make sure that they are ready until 
initiating the formal leave process 
and 72 hour grace period. “We want 
students to feel like they’re in con-
trol,” he said, while acknowledging 
that the current website does not 
convey the details of the process 
clearly.

Another source of confusion for 
students has been S3 deans them-
selves, exacerbated by the transi-
tion that took place following last 
year’s CAP report. For example, 
taking medical leave does not come 
with any academic requirements, 
such as taking classes or working. 
But Jane was told that despite leav-
ing with a high GPA, she was still 
told that she had to demonstrate 
her “ability to handle an MIT work-
load” in order to return from leave.

“I just wanted to focus on getting 
healthy and coming refreshed back 
to school,” she said. “But I was talk-

ing to the dean, and he said I still 
had to get a job. So it really wasn’t 
personalized per se.”

Using MIT resources while on 
leave

Being on medical leave last year 
felt like she “had been excommuni-
cated,” Jane said.

The S3 website has been recently 
updated with a statement assert-
ing that “students on leave remain 
part of the MIT community.” The 
update clarified that “MIT students 
on leave may participate in MIT ac-
tivities that are open to the public,” 
though the website page explain-
ing medical leave still states that 
“students on leave can’t participate 
in student life or other campus 
events.” According to Randall, the 
latter statement represents an old 
policy that is being overturned.

Resources that remain available 
only to registered students, in ad-
dition to Institute housing, include 
attending classes, participating 
in the UROP program, accessing 
Athena and MIT licensed software, 
using an MIT ID Card, and access to 
MIT Medical and its mental health 
services.

Jane found the last prohibition 
particularly difficult. She had been 
seeing the same therapist at MIT 
Medical for 3 years; having to find a 
new one upon taking leave, she said, 
delayed her medical treatment.  

But MIT Medical, Randall said, 
doesn’t have the capacity to see 
students on leave, especially since 
Medical is currently working to de-
crease wait time for patients.

Additionally, students on leave 
do not have access to MIT student 
insurance unless they are on medi-
cal leave.

New resources and policies
A new mentorship program will 

pair students considering taking 
a leave or currently on leave with 
students who have gone through 
the process. The program was part 
of CAP recommendations, and has 

already been used informally this 
past year, Randall said. He expects it 
to be formally implemented by this 
summer.

Students can apply for the newly 
created leave of absence option 
through a web form and a conversa-
tion with a dean in Student Support 
Services.

S3 is currently redoing the medi-
cal leave policy, and has completed 
a draft not yet shared with students. 
S3 will also be introducing a new 
team, dubbed the “CARE Team” as 
a “consistent, compassionate, point 
of contact for hospitalized stu-
dents,” Randall said.

Moving forward
CAP would like to shift to sup-

porting students as they address 
personal issues on voluntary leave, 
instead of forcing them to go on 
required academic or involun-
tary medical leave, Hughes said. “I 
sympathize with the fact that these 
kinds of things are really hard to 
deal with. Our society stigmatizes a 
lot of things related to mental health 
treatment, and issues relating to 
depression.”

“I speak as someone who was 
clinically depressed for a while and 
went through a divorce,” Hughes 
aid. “My life was turned around by 
opening up to a therapist. I found it 
very empowering to be able to talk 
to someone about this.”

Asked if she would recommend 
that a student struggling with health 
issues to voluntarily take medical 
leave, Jane replied that it depended 
on the person’s financial situation. 
But for herself, she said, she would 
not have taken medical leave if she 
had known the financial and physi-
cal hardships she would have to 
endure.

“We want to hear from people 
who had a negative experience,” 
Hughes said, stressing that no stu-
dent would face repercussions from 
coming forward to talk with the 
S3deans or the CAP.

CAP seeks to clear misconceptions, hear feedback
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By Ivy Li
STAFF WRITER

It is no surprise the Malambo attracted 
French choreographer Gilles Brinas. The 
Malambo, a traditional Argentinian folk 
dance known for its percussive footwork, 
celebrates the gaucho (cowboy) tradi-
tion in an artful portrayal. Brinas traveled 

to Buenos Aires seeking this folk dance, 
later founding the dance company Che 
Malambo with Malambo dancers from the 
region.

To say their agility and dexterity are 
impressive is an understatement. In this 
dance, the human body becomes a mode 
of art, transforming from the rough clank-
ing of percussive drums and boots to cho-
reographed sways and interweaving lines 
of dancers. Despite its rigid percussive 
foundations, the dance is elegant, com-
posed of circular and fluid motions.

Brooding silhouettes of 14 men ap-
pear as harsh lights flash behind them. In 
stylized choreographed movements, the 
drummers beat their bombos and dance 
and move on the stage. Heeled flamenco 
style boots clatter on the floor in rapid-
fire patterns. What appear to be random 
motions soon form patterns: two lines of 
dancers face each other, moving uniform-
ly from one side to the other.

After the group leaves the stage, we 
witness a series of duels. First, a solo 
drummer steps on stage, demonstrating 
his footwork. Next, a dancer joins him, 

and this dancer’s tapping boots echo the 
rhythms of the first drummer. The two 
circle each other like lions, each attempt-
ing to outwit the other. The two are then 
joined by two other dancers. These four 
are joined by four more. Soon, another 
drummer beats his bombo. Finally, the 
entire crew is back out on stage, perform-
ing rhythmic tapestries of competitive 
machismo as they compete with agility 
and grace.

Following is a solo performance under 
red lighting. A single Malambo dancer 
begins whirling boleadoras (lassos with 
stones on the end). With both agile foot-
work and the clacking of the boleadoras, 
the dancer creates more rhythmic percus-
sion. Under the spotlight in an otherwise 
dark theater, the lassos appear to be swirl-
ing trails of light.

A different dancer returns for his solo 
performance. Barefoot, he sweeps his feet 
lightly across the floor like a ballet dancer 
(the influence of Brinas’s ballet career is 
most evident here). Soon, he is joined by 
other barefeet dancers in a series of echo-
ing rhythms, and with the same agile step 

dancing, the first half is brought to a close.
After the intermission, the competi-

tive machismo seems to end, and a col-
laborative, celebratory air takes hold. 
While drummers support the dancers 
with a beat, various dancers take the cen-
tral stage. The 14 dancers step out into the 
limelight, and soon, we find ourselves in 
awe as multiple dancers swung boleado-
ras, creating complex rhythmic dance for-
mations with the most breathtaking visual 
display of lights. I was lost in wonder.

But sometimes, the quietest moments 
are the loudest. Three of the dancers come 
on stage — one with an acoustic guitar, 
another with a bombo, and one with a 
microphone — to sing a Spanish ballad. 
The music that was previously created by 
the clanking of boots, the vocal cries, the 
bombos, and the boleadoras becomes vo-
calized beautifully.

The same dramatic flair greets the 
conclusion. Harsh lighting floods the 
stage. The Malambo dancers’ silhouettes 
face the audience. They find themselves 
bowing to a long, standing ovation, well 
deserved.

By Sara Wilson
PRODUCTION EDITOR

Jekyll & Hyde explores  the blurred line 
between good and evil by exposing the in-
ner demons of a well-intentioned man. Dr. 
Henry Jekyll (Keertan Kini ’17), seeking a 
cure for his father’s ailing mental health, is 
denied a human test subject for his elixir, 
which he claims will separate the good and 
evil entities in man. Deciding to test the 
potion on himself, he unleashes a mon-
ster from within, Mr. Edward Hyde (Da-
vid Favela ’18), the embodiment of Jekyll’s 
suppressed malice. Jekyll ultimately ends 

his own life to cease Hyde’s murderous 
rampage.

The musical begins by drawing a dis-
tinct line between good and evil that slowly 
dissolves as Hyde gains increasing control 
over Jekyll. While these two characters are 
actually one and the same, Director Kris-
tina Kim ’17 opens the 32nd production of 
Next Act by introducing a unique casting 
choice that deviates from the traditional 
production: Jekyll and his evil alter-ego, 
Hyde, two distinct entities within one body, 
are cast as two individuals rather than one. 
A full-length mirror serves as the gateway 
between the contrasting personalities, suc-

cessfully incorporating this casting choice, 
especially for those unfamiliar with the 
musical.

Similarities between Jekyll and Hyde 
are drawn in their outfits, designed by Cos-
tume Director, Caralyn Cutlip ’18. Their 
opposing mannerisms, however, accen-
tuate the distinction between good and 
evil. Favela’s mannerisms are particularly 
enthralling; he continuously clenches his 
fists in anger and deviously smiles, adding 
touches of maniacal laughter into Hyde’s 
dialogue. The choreography for the song 
“Confrontation,” in which Hyde attempts 
to overpower Jekyll, is one of the produc-
tion’s most captivating scenes, validating 
the director’s choice to cast Jekyll and Hyde 
as two actors. This scene, which must have 
been challenging to stage as it is tradition-
ally sung by one man, has unique choreog-
raphy that perfectly exhibits the dichotomy 
between Jekyll and Hyde. Once Hyde steps 
through the mirror to confront Jekyll, a bat-
tle ensues between the two for control of 
his body. The two characters’ movements 
are carefully timed to give the illusion of a 
connection between them, as though Jekyll 
is a marionette under Hyde’s control.

Another deviation from the traditional 
musical is an addition to Hyde’s character. 

Hyde’s villainous persona is augmented by 
a suite of “Hyde’s Shadows” or “Shadow 
Killers,” as referred to in the playbill. These 
members of the ensemble portray the man-
ifestation of Hyde’s evil, acting as an exten-
sion of Hyde while he commits murders. 
With ripped, black garments and gaunt, 
skeletal-looking makeup, these characters 
overwhelm the stage and even step into the 
audience while Hyde is present. The chore-
ography for these characters, in addition to 
that of the other ensembles, is outstanding.

The two female leads, Emma (Jessica Yu 
’19) and Lucy (Zoe Sheinkopf ’17), are char-
acter foils whose voices are as contrasting 
as their outfits and personalities. Jessica’s 
delicate voice compliments the innocent 
and sweet character who stays faithful to 
Jekyll. Zoe’s voice, on the other hand, is 
strong and commanding, well-suited for 
her role as a prostitute and Hyde’s love in-
terest. Juxtaposed in the song “In His Eyes,” 
the actresses give convincing and touching 
performances.

Jekyll & Hyde is exceptional in its atten-
tion to detail, and the modifications to the 
traditional musical enhance the perfor-
mance. The talented cast and crew deliver 
in providing a  sensational and emotional 
retelling of this classic tale.

Che Malambo
Presented by the 
Celebrity Series of 
Boston

Directed by Gilles Brinas

Mar. 31, 2017 and Apr. 1, 
2017

Boch Center Shubert 
Theatre

ROBERT TORRES

Che Malambo presented by the Celebrity Series of Boston at the Boch Shubert Theatre.

Jekyll & Hyde
Apr. 6–8

8 p.m.–10 p.m.

Presented by Next Act 2017

Directed by Kristina Kim ’17 and Emma Chant ’17

Produced by Katherine Chew ’19

DANCE REVIEW

The artistry of the Malambo is stunning
Che Malambo delivers a spectacular performance from its talented dancers.

MUSICAL REVIEW

The duel between good and evil
The 32nd production of Next Act seemlessly incorporates orginal production decisions
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By Nafisa Syed
ARTS EDITOR

Since its first festival in May 2013, Bos-
ton Calling is well on its way to becoming 
a regular fixture in the lives of Bostonian 
music fans.  Brian Appel, the festival’s 
producer and cofounder, hopes the fes-
tival has been “a positive addition to the 
cultural scene.” And certainly it has been 
—  with a lineup ranging from Chance the 
Rapper to Mumford and Suns and from 
international acts to local ones, the festi-
val provides opportunities for attendees to 
discover new artists, and for new artists to 
discover a new stage.

This year, the festival seeks to expand 
with a new venue at the Harvard Athletic 
Complex . While fond of the festival’s pre-
vious City Hall Plaza location, Appel cites 
a desire for expansion and new program-
ming as reasons for the move. After gaining 
enough experience with  managing the fes-

tival’s logistics, Appel and his colleagues 
decided to approach Harvard with their 
proposal: “We learned so much about how 
to operate the festival and work with the 
city —  to do it the right way. Those years 
of all that work gave us the knowledge and 
the wherewithal to go to Harvard and say, 
‘Hey, we think we’re a good fit to bring this 
over to your property.” Luckily for Boston 
Calling, Harvard proved to be “willing and 
accommodating."

To make full use of the facilities, Ap-
pel and the festival’s orchestrators initially 
intended to add a film-based component: 
“We always wanted to expand Boston Call-
ing beyond music. Film felt like a great new 
addition to bring in to keep the program-
ming of the event fresh, to give us oppor-
tunities to reach new audiences,” he notes. 
Though the film component has been post-
poned until a future festival, it has been re-
placed with a host of comedy acts.  

The 2017 Boston Calling will also boast 

the presence of custom art installments 
and murals. This artistic component will 
be curated by builder and designer Russ 
Bennett, who is well-known for his vibrant 
and whimsical installations. Bennett has 
worked on a plethora of music festivals and 
events, including Bonnaroo in Tennessee. 
The Boston Calling installations will only 
be unveiled upon the opening of the festi-
val itself, and Appel hopes the art will help 
the festival “come to life even more so than 
it has in the past.”

Appel looks forward to the event in 
May: “We are working hard to make sure 
that this event looks and feels like com-
pletely different from anything anyone has 
seen in New England before.”

For Appel, the festival holds cultural 
significance: “We believe that this festival 
is born in Boston —  we’re all Bostonians 
that run it.” Appel is particularly enthusias-
tic about the Boston representation in the 
lineup: Local artists Buffalo Tom, Piebald, 

and Converge will be playing at the event. 
Another artist Appel is excited about is Jus-
tin Vernon, Bon Iver’s founder, with whom 
he has collaborated before: “ I’m particu-
larly excited to see Justin again, and see 
him perform. They’re a fantastic band, Bon 
Iver, so that’s always a highlight for me.” 
Other notable artists performing include 
Cage the Elephant, Oh Wonder, Tegan and 
Sara, Solange, The xx, Major Lazer, and 
Weezer. Further information about the 
festival is available at www.bostoncalling.
com.

By Ivy Li
STAFF WRITER

The brilliantly flamboyant emcee Jeff 
Hobson introduces the magicians of our 
show, keeping you laughing with his bawdy 
— and as one audience member accused, 
“sick” — sense of humor. For the fortunate 
(or unfortunate) audience members sitting 
in the front orchestra seats, Hobson will 
make a joke of you while still getting you 
to laugh along before introducing the next 
performer. Each magician has a given title 
— Hobson is naturally “The Trickster” — 
and they proceed to perform segments and 
embody the personas of their names.

Colin Cloud, self-dubbed “The Deduc-
tionist” and a Sherlock Holmesian char-
acter, dons the “ear hat” as he deduces the 
thoughts of the audience. A woman — who 
happened to be a theatre critic — and a man 
are led to the stage to write their thoughts, 
only for Cloud to discard their notes and 
to deduce what they had written without 

looking.
Our two daring magicians, “The Escap-

ologist” Andrew Basso and “The Daredev-
il” Jonathan Goodwin, perform shocking 
stunts to the delight of the audience. Basso 
revisits Houdini’s escape, impressively es-
caping from a water tank while handcuffed. 
Goodwin shoots a crossbow blindfolded, 
his arrow narrowly missing his assistant as 
it pops the balloon above her head.

“The Anti-Conjuror” Dan Sperry — to 
the horror of some and the delight of others 
— does the impossible by jamming a quar-
ter into his eye and digging it up from its 
new location: buried in his arm. His stunts 
are not limited to body horror; he elegantly 
produces doves from thin air and trans-
forms them into a single white cockatoo.

Like Sperry, Kevin James (“The Inven-
tor”), breaks and puts back together human 
bodies: a modern Dr. Frankenstein. Yet his 
tricks can also be endearing. He calls up a 
child audience member to help him with 
his “magic glass bottle.” Learning that the 

bottle allowed coins to pass through, the 
child was wonderfully surprised, attempt-
ing to imitate James’s trick to no avail. In 
another illusion, James tells the story of a 
young girl who wished to see snow, and he 
produces a flurry of snowflakes from a wet 
napkin.

Despite the bombastic music and dra-
matisation, An Ha Lim, “The Manipulator,” 
never speaks a word but does not need to; 
his cardistry forms his voice. With a sleight 
of hand, countless cards appear at will, 
falling gracefully onto the stage floor over 
and over. He closes out the evening, as he 
transforms  the card surfaces from those of 
normal playing cards to pictures of each Il-
lusionist and finally to the logo. Such a fluid 
performance is to be expected from the 
winner of many international tournaments.

Tricks are overly dramatized for effect, 
but don’t let the hokeyness deprive you of 
enjoyment; if you seek two hours of escap-
ism, The Illusionists will give you that. But 
I will forewarn you: you are seeking inno-

vative, new tricks, this is not the show for 
you (The Illusionists have been touring for 
a while now). With the invasion of the In-
ternet, one Google search is all you need to 
understand how most classic magic tricks 
work, and truthfully, the show prioritizes 
entertainment over magic. And if you are 
anything like me — a child who has never 
grown up — you might receive a nostalgic 
reminder of wonder at the impossible made 
possible.

COURTESY OF MAGIC SPACE

Dan Sperry, “The Anti-Conjuror,” performing in The Illusionists.

The Illusionists — 
Live from Broadway
Broadway in Boston

Boston Opera House

Apr. 4–9, 2017

Boston Calling 
Music Festival
May 26–28, 2017  

Harvard Athletic Complex 

MAGIC SHOW REVIEW

Cue the music — Broadway’s The Illusionists 
have come to Boston
“No, Michael, that’s not my trick...It’s my ILLUSION!”

MUSIC FESTIVAL PREVIEW

“Born in Boston”
Boston Calling music festival’s 2017 iteration boasts new venue and programming
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SPORTS

Women’s club water polo 
heading to nationals for 
the first time in nine years

By Yida Wang
TEAM REPRESENTATIVE

The Women’s Club Water Polo 
Team’s Championship Tourna-
ment was held this past week-
end at the Zesiger Center. The 
MIT team beat their crosstown 
rival Wellesley College to win the 
championship.

On Saturday, April 8, MIT 
played University of New England 
and beat them 18–4. Next, they 
took on Tufts University and won 
9–2.

On Sunday, MIT played the 
top seeded, undefeated Wellesley 

College. The two teams were tied 
at 5–5 going into the final quarter. 
Drawing on strong defense  and 
a couple of key crosscage shots 
from Cecilia Viggiano G, MIT won 
the game 8–7.

MIT is a part of the North At-
lantic Division of the Collegiate 
Water Polo Association, and has 
finished in third place in the di-
vision for the last two years. They 
have not made nationals since 
2007, when they defeated Bos-
ton College in order to win the 
conference.

The MIT team is led by return-
ing coaches Andres Simauchi and 

assistant Corissa Lee. Captained 
by Sofi Peterson G and Leilani Gil-
pin G, the team returned with sev-
eral key players in Sarah Fay G, 
Viggiano,  Hayley Bergman ’19, 
Clare Wieland ’19, goalie Vivian 
Zhang ’19, and Maddie Severance 
’17. The team also benefits from 
new talent Alex Obrand ’20.

Catch the team at the National 
Collegiate Club Championships 
in Pittsburgh May 5–7!

Yida Wang is a member of the 
class of 2019.

Team members Hayley Berg-
man and Clare Wieland assisted 
in reporting for this article.

Do you wish your 
sport was covered?

sports@tech.mit.edu

Hello, Athletes, look at the sports page, now 
back to you, now back to the sports page, now 
back to you. Sadly, your sport isn’t there, but 
if you started writing for The Tech, it could be. 
Look down, back up, where are you? You’re on 
the front page. Anything is possible when you 
write for The Tech. 

SPORTS BLITZ
Men’s Baseball (11-5) 

went 4-2 last week playing 
two games against Clark Uni-
versity, Springfield College 
and Emerson College each. 
They split the series against 
Clark and Springfield and 
managed to sweep Emerson.

Women’s Softball (13-
3) went 5-3 last week. After 
losing their first two games 
against Babson College, they 
recovered to go 5-1 in games 
against Smith College, Emer-
son College and Springfield 
College.

Men’s Lacrosse (7-3) 
went undefeated last week 
winning games against the 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy, 
Castleton University, and 
Babson College. Graham Da-
vis ’18 was selected as NEW-
MAC Offensive Player of the 
Week.

Women’s Lacrosse (4-6) 
lost their two games last week 
falling 16-3 to Springfield 
College and losing a tight 
game 18-16 against Wellesley 
College.

Men’s Tennis (10-1), de-
spite losing their first game of 
the season against Wesleyan 
College, went 3-0 at home to 
close out the week. Albert Go 
’20 was named NEWMAC Sin-
gle’s Player of the Week.

Women’s Tennis (11-4) 
lost against Wesleyan College 
1-8. Sharlene Song ’20 got the 
Engineers a point winning 
her two sets 7-6 and 6-4.

Sailing placed 3rd of 12 in 
the Fowle Trophy and 10th of 
20 in the Emily Wicke Trophy 
over the weekend. These per-
formances helped the coed 
sailing team qualify for the 
Intercollegiate Sailing Asso-
ciation’s Team Race National 
Championship.

YI CHEN

Vivian Zhang ’19 blocks a goal in the game against the University of New England.
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