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A SMOOTH FINISH
MIT figure skating club 
performs at home� 
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MIT RULES THE 
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Basketball season finishing 
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MIT needs to face the world� OPINION, 
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MANY ACTS IN ONE
Dramashop puts on ecletic theater tab-
leaus� ARTS, p. 6

HOPE FOR THE 
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An Iranian professor 
on the current political 
climate� CAMPUS LIFE, 
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IN SHORT
Community meetings about 
the  development of the Volpe 
site will be held today at 12 p.m. in 
W20-308 and 5:30 p.m. in Salons 
5-7 at the Marriott Cambridge.

The OpenMind::OpenArt Gal-
lery, an exhibit about neurodi-
versity and mental health, opens 
today at 6:30pm in the room next 

to LaVerde’s, W20-106.

Class of 2019 Ring Premiere will 
take place Friday at 7:30 p.m. in 
Kresge. Doors open at 7 p.m., and 
a 2019 MIT ID will be required for 
entry.

There is no class Monday for 
President’s Day, and Tuesday will 
feature a Monday schedule. Enjoy 
the long weekend!

WEATHER, p. 2
THU: 35°f | 22°f
Snow Showers

FRI: 37°f | 24°f
Clear

SAT: 44°f | 36°f
Partly Cloudy

Broad Institute will retain patents for CRISPR 
Patent denied to competing biotech groups , Univ. of Calif. considers appeal

By Andrew Pollack
THE NEW YORK TIMES

The Broad Institute in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, will retain 
potentially lucrative rights to a pow-
erful gene-editing technique that 
could lead to major advances in 
medicine and agriculture, the fed-
eral Patent and Trademark Office 
ruled Wednesday.

The decision, in a bitterly fought 
dispute closely watched by scientists 
and the biotechnology industry, was 
a blow to the University of Califor-

nia, often said to be the birthplace 
of the technique, which is known as 
CRISPR-Cas9.

An appeals board of the patent 
office ruled that the gene-editing 
inventions claimed by the two in-
stitutions were separate and do not 
overlap.

The result is that the Broad In-
stitute, a research center affiliated 
with MIT and Harvard, gets to retain 
more than a dozen patents it has 
already been granted on the use of 
the Crispr technique to modify DNA 
in the cells of humans, animals and 

plants.
“It seems to be a decisive victory 

for the Broad Institute,” said Jacob S. 
Sherkow, an associate professor at 
New York Law School who has fol-
lowed the case closely.

The Broad Institute, in a state-
ment, said it agreed with the deci-
sion. Officials at the University of 
California said they were consider-
ing an appeal, although they noted 
the ruling left the door open for the 
university to obtain its own patents 
covering the use of Crispr for all 
types of cells.

“They have a patent on green 
tennis balls; we will have a patent on 
all tennis balls,” Jennifer Doudna, a 
professor at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, said in a phone call 
with reporters. She has been widely 
credited as an inventor of the gene-
editing technique.

Ultimately, companies wanting 
to apply Crispr for use in medicine, 
agriculture or other fields might 
need licenses from both the Broad 
Institute and the University of Cali-

DAMIAN BARABONKOV—THE TECH

The MIT Model United Nations club welcomed high school delegates at an opening ceremony in 
Kresge Auditorium�

By Patrick Wahl
NEWS EDITOR

MIT’s startup accelerator and 
venture capitalist fund The Engine 
selected experienced Boston entre-
preneur and investor Katie Rae as 
its president and CEO Tuesday, ac-
cording to an MIT News release.

The Engine has been in the pro-
cess of choosing its leadership since 
before it was first announced last 
October. The Engine also named 
members  to its  Board of Directors 
and Investment Advisory Commit-
tee, including Israel Ruiz SM ’01, 
MIT executive vice president and 
treasurer, Anantha Chandrakasan, 
head of the Department of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science 
and Robert Kraft, a New England 
business magnate known as the 
owner of the New England Patriots.

The board of directors engaged 
with recruiting firm Heidrick & 
Struggles during the search for a 
president, Ruiz said in a call with The 
Tech. The team sought a candidate 
with experience in growing technol-
ogy startups and early-stage invest-
ment, and with connections in the 
Boston ecosystem.

Since 2010 Rae has worked with 
innovation-centered firms includ-
ing Techstars Boston, Startup Insti-
tute, and Project 11 Ventures. Before 

that, she was the senior director of 
products for Microsoft Startup Labs 
in Kendall Square.

She has also worked with Har-
vard Business School and MIT’s 
Sloan School of Management, and 
spoke at StartMIT’s Innovation 
Night Jan. 11.

“My absolute favorite thing is 
working with funding teams,” Rae 
said in a call with The Tech. “The 
more impactful they are, the more 
fun it is to work for them.”

The Engine is already well known 
within the Boston innovation and in-
vestment community. Rae said that 
over 100 venture capital firms have 
written to her since the announce-
ment, expressing their excitement 
about The Engine’s upcoming inau-
gural investments.

“We have had a lot of enthusiasm 
since the launch in October,” Ruiz 
said. “Many people want to see this 
succeed.”

Peter Boyce II, an overseer at the 
student-oriented venture capital 
fund Rough Draft Ventures, said that 
he is enthusiastic about the oppor-
tunities The Engine will open up for 
students in the Boston area.

“We see an increasing number 
of companies at the intersection of 
technology and [cutting-edge] sci-

The Engine selects 
VC veteran as new 
CEO and president
Accelerator prepares to fund teams 

that demonstrate long term vision

Hearing postponed for student arrested for unlicensed 
firearm possession

The second hearing for Angel 
De La Cruz, an MIT senior ar-
rested last month for unlicensed 
possession of firearms in his 
dorm room, has been resched-
uled to Mar. 13, according to his 
lawyer, Kristin Weberg. The hear-
ing was originally to take place 
Feb. 13. De La Cruz is currently 
being held in custody without 
bail.

De La Cruz neverthe-
less made  an appearance at 
court Tuesday. Many people 
showed  up to support him, We-
berg said in a call with The Tech.

Asked why  De La Cruz was 
denied bail when arraigned 
last month, Weberg replied that 
the state had decided to move 
for a  “defining of dangerous-
ness  based on the level of his 

crime.”  She added that she  may 
appeal the state’s decision in 
an effort to have De La Cruz re-
leased on bail before his post-
poned hearing.

De La Cruz’s original attor-
ney was public defender Bruce 
Ferg. According to Weberg, De La 
Cruz  retained her  as his new at-
torney about two weeks ago.

— Vivian Zhong

ASA accepting applications to new student groups 
again

The moratorium imposed on 
new student groups by the Asso-
ciation of Student Activities  has 
ended, meaning students can once 
again register new clubs. After a 
semester of not recognizing new 
groups due to understaffing and 
an  outdated application system, 

the ASA has resumed the recogni-
tion process as originally planned.

According to ASA President 
Nichole Clarke ’18, the ASA Board 
is not understaffed anymore. It 
is  also making final preparations 
for “the stage-one roll-out of the 
new database,” wrote Clarke in an 

email. As The Techreported in Octo-
ber, the new online application and 
database is supposed to ease the 
burden for ASA board members re-
viewing applications, and  stream-
line the process for students start-
ing clubs.

— Drew Bent

EVACUATED!
W20 shut down last night af-

ter a sewer line main may have 
broken, causing water to back 
up into the building and flood 
the loading dock.

An email sent to the w20-oc-
cupants mailing list at 6:41 p.m. 
announced the problem with 
the sewer line and explained 
that the building’s water had 
been shut off as a result.

Over the course of the next 
hour, students in the building 
were asked to leave.

A UA Council meeting sched-
uled for 7:30 p.m. was re-located 
at about that time to 1-379.

Members of The Tech finished 
up this week's issue in 8-119.

Engine, Page 7

CRISPR, Page 4
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the Editorial Board, which consists of Chairman 
Colleen Madlinger, Editor in Chief Katherine Nazemi, 
Managing Editor Vivian Hu, Executive Editor William Navarre, 
and Opinion Editor Claire Lazar.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board members 
choosing to publish their disagreement with the editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are 
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, 
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions 
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. 
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech, 
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions 
are due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters 
will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or 
condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 

Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and 
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also 
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published 
in any other format or medium now known or later that 
becomes known. The Tech makes no commitment to publish 
all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. Email is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by emailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send press 
releases, requests for coverage, and information about errors 
that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to the 
editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech can be 
found on the World Wide Web at http://thetech.com
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By Lily Dove
STAFF METEOROLOGIST

I promise that here at The 
Tech, we don’t solely rely 
on cute, cuddly animals to 
forecast the weather; how-
ever, from what we can tell, 
Punxsutawney Phil did have 
a good point this year. After 
being hounded by winter 
storms Niko and Orson in the 
last week, parts of the North-
east United States will again 
see another storm, Pluto. 
Boston will be spared the 
worst of the storm, which is 
set to hit today, but Vermont, 
New Hampshire, and Maine 
all have winter storm adviso-
ries in place. If you’re travel-
ing this weekend, stay safe 

- with temperatures regularly 
hovering around freezing, ice 
is prevalent on the roads.

On this day in meteoro-
logical history, a snowstorm 
in 1895 produced nearly two 
feet of snow in Houston, Tex-
as, with nine inches falling 
on New Orleans. Snow this 
close to the

mouth of the Mississippi 
River had not been recorded 
before. You think MIT stu-
dents are dramatic? Try Tex-
an newspaper reporters who 
had never seen snow before; 
the 19th Century style of writ-
ing combines with the sud-
den nature of the snowstorm 
to create a weather report 
which rivals the drama in a 
Shakespearean play.

The groundhog didn’t 
lie: at least six more 
weeks of winter
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Thursday, February 16, 2017

Extended Forecast
Today: Snow showers in the morning. High 35°F (2°C).
Tonight: Partly cloudy. Low 23°F (-5°C).
Tomorrow: Clear and sunny. High 35°F (2°C), Low 24°F 

(-4°C). 
Saturday: Partly cloudy. High 40°F (4°C), Low 36°F (2°C).
Sunday: Cloudy in the morning. High 49°F (9°C), Low 

33°F (0°C).

WEATHER

By Daniel J. Newman

In the months leading up to the presi-
dential election,  the mostly left-leaning 
media and social networks promised a 
Hillary Clinton victory. Many students un-
derstandably lived inside a liberal bubble. 
However, after Donald Trump’s surprising 
victory, it soon became clear that these stu-
dents had been out of touch with the con-
cerns of working class citizens living in the 
heart of this country. In the months since 
the bubble burst, MIT could have taken 
a nonpartisan position that attempted 
to broaden the community’s perspective 
and to encourage disappointed students 
to make the best out of the situation. In-
stead, MIT’s unproductive official response 
has reconstructed the divisive bubble and 
alienated many on campus.

In the immediate aftermath of the elec-
tion, some professors pushed back dead-
lines and excused students from tests and 
assignments. The UA leadership informed 
the student body   that  they had emailed 
two administrators asking for “faculty to be 
more understanding with coursework.” For 
those students who were distraught about 
the election, support groups were estab-
lished. Puppies were disseminated. Would 
similar actions have been taken if Hillary 
Clinton had won?   Unlikely. Although the 
UA leadership may have thought that their 
actions were justified, in reality, they were 
not solving problems. There is nothing pro-
ductive about coddling those who support-
ed the losing candidate, as it only teaches 
that one does not have to assimilate back 
into society and can instead hide in safe 
spaces with hashtags like #NotMyPresi-

dent. It is difficult for students to effectively 
cope and grow from the situation when our 
official representatives encourage self-pity 
and denial rather than the values in which 
MIT normally takes great pride: learning 
and interacting with reality.

After President Trump issued an execu-
tive order restricting the immigration of 
people from seven countries, the Chancel-
lor’s office sent an email inviting students 
to a rally in Copley Square. It was also not-
ed that all faculty were invited. While MIT 
should be applauded for doing everything 
in its power to help the international stu-
dents affected by this order, the adminis-
tration overstepped by facilitating a protest 
and inviting students without even fully 
explaining the details of the executive or-
der. The UA invited students to a Call Con-
gress Phone Bank to “oppose the Executive 
Order restricting entry of students and 
scholars to the United States.” The email 
described the event as “nonpartisan,” but 
bribing students with food and handing 
out scripts outlining how students should 
tell their representatives they oppose an 
executive order from the leader of the Re-
publican Party is highly partisan. Further-
more, at the time of the phone bank, both 
MIT undergraduates affected by the order 
had already returned to MIT. This strongly 
suggests that the UA leadership was host-
ing the event to push their own liberal 
views — a clearly inappropriate use of MIT 
funds.

As a consequence, many conserva-
tive MIT students now feel alienated on 
campus and are understandably fearful of 
expressing their alienation. It is endlessly 
ironic that liberals preach tolerance, yet 

are often so intolerant of those who dis-
agree with them. By constantly condemn-
ing Trump through official channels and 
pitting MIT’s “values” against the values of 
a large fraction of the electorate, MIT’s par-
tisan stance has only exacerbated the po-
larization that has led us here. A nonpar-
tisan approach by MIT would have been 
far better for all MIT students. In an effort 
to promote diversity of both culture and 
ideas, MIT should encourage its students 
to strive to see both sides of the political 
spectrum so as to find common ground. 
Such a nonpartisan approach would  less-
en the tension across campus, helping the 
upset students to  convert disappointment 
into awareness and protecting the con-
servative students from the backlash. The 
MIT community as a whole could come to-
gether, heal, and set an admirable example 
for the rest of the country. Instead, MIT’s 
official stance has had the unprogressive 
effect of promoting bullying and isolation 
of the conservative segment of the student 
body, as well as  discouraging meaningful 
debate across party lines.

MIT students and faculty are normally 
extremely willing to interact with the forces 
of nature that stretch beyond our campus, 
even billions of miles away in space.  Ev-
eryday we witness the benefits that come 
with this openness for our campus and 
the world. The bubble doesn’t exist when 
we study in our labs and classrooms. Let’s 
also pop the bubble that surrounds our 
political conversations, acknowledge the 
diverse spectrum of views on our campus, 
and expose ourselves to reality.

Daniel Newman is a member of the 
Class of 2017.

GUEST COLUMN

After the bubble burst
MIT’s partisan positions discourage debate and alienate students
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I am an Iranian immigrant. I came to the 
United States in 2006 for graduate school, 
accompanied by my wife and soulmate. We 
both finished our PhD’s at Stanford Univer-
sity. Since then, I’ve worked in a startup, a 
big company, and now, as an Assistant Pro-
fessor of computer science at MIT. I’m proud 
to be Iranian, and I’m also proud to call the 
United States home. This country has given 
me incredible opportunities and put me in a 
position to follow my passions and do what I 
love. I strive to give back each and every day 
with my teaching and research.

I’m deeply worried about the current 
political climate and attitude towards im-
migrants, but I’m also hopeful. I have a four-
month-old son, Omid (which means “hope” 
in Persian). I’m hopeful for his future. I be-
lieve the amazing people of this country will 
reaffirm American values once again.

Editor's note: Tech Transfers is a photo se-
ries by Professor Daniel Jackson that features 
immigrant members of MIT.

Mohammad Alizadeh is an Assistant Pro-
fessor in the department of Electrical Engi-
neering and Computer Science.

TECH TRANSFERS

Mohammad Alizadeh
Immigrant members of the MIT community

DANIEL JACKSON

Mohammad Alizadeh, assistant professor of computer science.
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CRISPR patent “could be worth hundreds of millions of dollars, or even more”

fornia, a lawyer for the university 
said. However, Sherkow said he was 
doubtful that the university could 
obtain a broad patent, given the 
wording of Wednesday’s decision.

Crispr has generated excitement 
among biologists because the tech-
nique makes it relatively simple 
to change particular letters in an 
organism’s DNA, much like using 
word processing software to search 
for particular words and then delet-
ing or replacing them.

That could allow for the devel-
opment of new disease treatments 
that would fix defective genes in 
the human body. Crispr could also 
make it more practical to alter the 
DNA of human embryos, making 
changes that could be passed to fu-
ture generations.

An influential national advisory 
panel said Tuesday that such heri-
table changes should be allowed 
only in the narrowest of circum-
stances, to prevent infants from ac-

quiring genes that would cause se-
rious diseases, and only when there 
was no alternative.

If Crispr lives up to its promise, 
the patents on the technique could 
be worth hundreds of millions of 
dollars, or even more. However, 
related techniques, such as gene 
therapy and RNA interference, have 
also been described as having great 
promise and have resulted in few or 
no medical treatments so far.

Several companies are trying 
to develop medical treatments us-
ing Crispr, although they are in the 
early stage of development.

The stock of Editas Medicine, 
which holds licenses to the Broad 
patents, shot up nearly 30 percent 
Wednesday. By contrast, shares of 
Intellia Therapeutics and Crispr 
Therapeutics, which have licenses 
to the intellectual property from 
Doudna and her colleagues, each 
fell nearly 10 percent.

Those two companies, and oth-
ers, may now have to negotiate li-
censes to the Broad patents, most 

likely by paying fees and royalties. 
It is rare in the medical field for 
one patent holder to block another 
party from bringing a medical treat-
ment to market.

There have been some excep-
tions, such as Amgen’s current 
effort to block a rival cholesterol-
lowering drug. But the Broad In-
stitute and the University of Cali-
fornia have given every indication 
that they want Crispr to be applied 
widely for public benefit, so the rul-
ing Wednesday is unlikely to slow 
down research.

Crispr is an acronym for a natu-
ral process used by bacteria to fight 
viruses. Doudna, along with Em-
manuelle Charpentier, now of the 
Max Planck Institute for Infection 
Biology in Germany, helped figure 
out how the process worked and 
demonstrated that the system could 
be used to cut DNA at any particu-
lar point in an organism’s genome.

Their initial demonstration of 
the editing technique used chemi-
cals in a test tube. Still, the publica-

tion of their paper in the summer of 
2012 set off a rush to apply the tech-
nique to plant, animal and human 
cells.

Several months later, Feng 
Zhang, a young scientist at the 
Broad Institute, was one of the first 
to accomplish the task. In a sur-
prise to researchers in the field, the 
Broad Institute was granted a series 
of patents covering the use of the 
technique in cells that have nuclei, 
including human cells and plant 
cells.

The University of California, 
along with Charpentier and the 
University of Vienna, where she 
once worked, challenged the patent 
award, and the patent office began 
a procedure, called an interference, 
to determine the rightful inventor.

The University of California and 
its allies argued that once the tech-
nique had been demonstrated in 
the test tube, it was obvious that 
Crispr editing could be applied 
in human and plant cells with a 
little tweaking. The Broad Institute 

countered that significant inventive 
work was required by Zhang to get 
the technique to work in cells with 
nuclei.

On Wednesday, a panel of three 
judges of the Patent Trial and Ap-
peal Board sided with the Broad 
Institute, saying that the paper by 
Doudna and Charpentier did not 
provide a “reasonable expecta-
tion of success” that the technique 
would work in plant, animal and 
human cells.

In a 51-page decision, the judg-
es cited statements made in 2012 
by experts in the field, including 
Doudna, saying that it was not yet 
known if the technique would work 
in human cells.

Still, Doudna and Charpentier 
have won various awards, a sign 
that many peers consider them to 
be pioneers in Crispr gene-editing. 
It remains to be determined if they 
can get their own patents and, if so, 
how broad they will be.

© 2017 New York Times News 
Service

CRISPR, from Page 1
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By Ivy Li
STAFF WRITER

The Danish String Quartet has drawn 
critical praise for its performances since 
its 2002 debut at the Copenhagen Summer 
Festival. Its four members--violinists Rune 
Tonsgaard Sørensen and Frederik Øland, 
violist Asbjørn Nørgaard, and cellist Fredrik 
Schøyen Sjölin--are renowned for their 
wonderful balance in their performances, a 
difficult feat to pull off. I confess that I am 
indifferent to string quartets but the  Satur-
day evening performance warmed me up to 
the sound and timbre of strings.

Beethoven’s String Quartet in C Minor, 
Op. 18, No. 4, opened the evening with four 
parts. Their interpretation of the exposi-
tion is solemn and tense: the notes waver 
in hesitation before erupting into a dra-
matic finish. Rather than overdramatizing 
the performance, the Danish String Quartet 
chooses a mellower touch. Their interpreta-
tion remains balanced and expressive, and 
the elegant chemistry between the instru-
ments seem effortless, an aspect carried 
through the concert.

Moving towards the modern era, Al-
fred Schnittkes’ Quartet No. 3 draws us 
away from the more classical harmonies of 
Beethoven yet never quite leaving. A poly-
stylistic work, the Quartet contains experi-
mental and dissonant passages, drawing 
inspiration from traditional and contem-
porary compositions. It draws inspiration 
from Beethoven and Shostakovich, borrow-
ing certain passages in tribute  to these past 
composers. During more dramatic mo-
ments, the quartet carries through a mes-
merizing yet foreboding tone before shift-
ing to a more delicate touch when playing 
an elegant pizzicato. such a compelling and 
fervorous interpretation of the piece  made 
for a standout performance on Saturday 
evening.

The quartet closed off the evening with 
Beethoven’s String Quartet, Op. 130. Al-
though not quite as strong a performance 
as their Schnittke, this Beethoven was still 
a solid interpretation of the work as written. 
Sharper, warmer notes greeted the audi-
ence as the classical piece allowed the har-
monies of the four musicians to shine. Each 
musician is balanced with the others— the 
melody line was clear without overpower-
ing the harmony lines.

The use of the original finale, Grosse 
fuge, Op. 133, is an interesting choice, given 
the historical context of the original piece. 
The conclusion was not well received in 
Beethoven’s time and although Beethoven 
disapproved of the audience’s reaction, he 
replaced the finale with a rondo. The per-
formers execute the Grosse fuge with grace 
and sophistication, and like Schnittke’s 
Quartet, the audience is brought back to an 
intriguing blend of styles. Controversial in 
its day, the lengthy fugue is powerful state-
ment to end on.

The concert brought this musical thread 
full circle, starting from the 19th century’s 
Beethoven before moving into the 20th 

century’s Schnittke and then returning to 
back to  Beethoven once more . This ar-
rangement  was likely a very conscious 
decision, as Schnittke’s String Quartet No. 
3 contains hints of Beethoven woven into 
the melody in repeating motifs. The Dan-
ish String Quartet’s attention to detail is in-
dicative of the enjoyment and passion they 
have for their work. These instrumentalists 
bring their own interpretations of classical 
quartets into the 21st century. In this way, 
the Danish String Quartet builds upon a 
long-standing musical tradition of drawing 
inspiration from the past. I eagerly await 
their future forays into the world of classi-
cal music.

ROBERTO TORRES—THE TECH

The Danish String Quartet performing at NEC’s Jordan Hall.

CONCERT REVIEW

An invigorating and stunning performance of 
strings
The Danish String Quartet performs Beethoven and Schnittke

Danish String Quartet

Presented by the 
Celebrity Series of 
Boston

NEC’s Jordan Hall

Jan. 28, 2017

BEETHOVEN: String 
Quartet, Op. 18, No. 4

SCHNITTKE: String 
Quartet No. 3

BEETHOVEN: String 
Quartet, Op. 130, with 
original finale Grosse 
fuge, Op. 133

By Rona Wang and Erica Weng
STAFF WRITERS

Say hello to some of the funniest, wacki-
est, intense-est, and weirdest one-act plays 
you have ever seen. MIT Dramashop pres-
ents The One Acts, a collection of concise 
30-minute plays that hit home hard. Among 
the plays chosen this year were “Bad Audi-
tions by Bad Actors,” directed by Peter Du-
erst ’18; “The Dreaming,” directed by Raine 
Haskew ’17; “Guilt,” directed by Elizabeth 
Parizh ’17; and “Are You Normal, Mr. Nor-
man?,” directed by Colin Aitken ’17.

Dramashop kicked off One Acts with “Bad 
Auditions by Bad Actors,” in which a hapless 
casting director and her apathetic assistant 
set out to cast the leads for a community the-
atre production of Romeo and Juliet. Things 
quickly turn sour. From head-in-the-clouds 
dreamers to kick-ass interpretive dancers, 
there is a bad auditionee with every quirk you 
can imagine.

Next up was “The Dreaming,” a metaphys-
ical play in which two people find themselves 
waking up inside a room with no doors and 

with no memory of who they are or how they 
got there. Their initial suspicion eventually 
crescendos into an existential crisis. Robert 
Thorpe ’18 and Hunter Richardson ’19 bring 
us two quirky characters: one highly suspi-
cious of the other, the other not taking any 
intelligent steps to fend off suspicion. Hijinks 
ensue as they realize they are trapped within 
the pages of an author’s play script.

Third came “Guilt,” in which one char-
acter traps another inside a box. As the play 
progresses, the audience discovers why. Al-
though the writing and dialogue was a bit dry 
for me, this play gave us a stellar performance 
from actresses Victoria Longe ’17 and Matisse 
Peppet ’20. Longe brings out the grief and 
sorrow of a regretful mother exceedingly well 
as she recounts the day she inadvertently 
killed a little girl. Peppet plays the part of the 
wronged little girl with brilliant flair.

The final show “Are you Normal, Mr. Nor-
man?”  was particularly noteworthy. This 
show stars a seemingly normal human be-
ing, Norman Norman (Melanie Abrams ’17), 
who goes to the dentist for a toothache. Little 
does he know that what starts out as a very 

normal toothache evolves into a nightmar-
ish hellfire of a situation, involving a mad 
dentist, a crucifixion, and the pulling of 32 
teeth (not really). If weird is what this play 
was  going for, it succeeded  perfectly. The 
audience itself follows the characters to the 
brink of sanity.

“I picked this play because it’s weird,” 
says Aitken. “You see a lot of theater that 
makes you happy, theater that makes you 
sad — but not a lot of theater that’s weird. I 
wanted a piece that would make the audi-
ence confused.”

He certainly succeeded with me. I left the 
theater scratching my head, totally uncer-
tain what themes to take away, wondering if 
there even was a theme to take away. It was 
good — confusion can be cathartic — but it 
was no doubt the weirdest play I’ve seen in 
my life. Kudos to Colin for a wonderfully and 
crazily directed show!

The One Acts showed in Kresge Little 
Theater from February 9-11 at 8pm. I’m thor-
oughly impressed by the brilliant work put 
on by MIT Dramashop and look forward to 
more in the future.

THEATER REVIEW

Happy theater, sad theater, weird theater
MIT’s Shakespeare Ensemble presents The One Acts

The One Acts

MIT Dramashop

Kresge Little Theater

February 9-11, 2017

“Bad Auditions by Bad 
Actors” (BABA) directed 
by Peter Duerst ‘18

“The Dreaming” directed 
by Raine Haskew ‘17

“Guilt” directed by 
Elizabeth Parizh ‘17

“Are You Normal, Mr. 
Norman?” directed by 
Colin Aitken ‘17

we’re seeking to build 
our forces join@tech.mit.edu
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ATTENTION!
M.I.T. ENGINEERING STUDENTS

MYSTERY HUNT
ENGINEERING
CHALLENGE!

$250.00
REWARD

FOR SIGNAL FINDING
AND

RECORDING OF INFORMATION
TRANSMITTED

Find an RF signal near to this Individual!

Contact for a meeting on campus.
Record a portion of any information being transmitted

On the signal’s frequency.
Record it and play it back to me

and provide me with a copy of the recording!*

Any student, group, or class interested should meet with
the chalenge issuer at 2:00pm on Saturday, February 18, 2017

*Other rules apply. A copy of all rules will be provied at a scheduled
meeting.

ence,” Boyce said in a call with The 
Tech. He said that The Engine will 
provide access to workspaces and 
hardware typically out of reach of 
entrepreneurs.

Stan Reiss of Matrix Partners 
conveyed a similar sentiment. 
“There is a ton of very good uni-
versity technology that just needs 
time, and our funds, with 10-year 
lives, aren’t set up for very long de-
velopment cycles,” Reiss said in an 
email to The Tech.

The Engine is designed to fit in-
side a niche between private invest-
ment firms, which typically follow 
short life-cycles, and government-
sponsorship, which will often fund 
exceedingly long-term projects.

“This kind of company, what 
we’re trying to do, is very hard,” 
Rae said. “There’s a reason why this 
is not happening. This will require 
time and stability and patience. 
People may become impatient to 
see results, but the MIT commu-
nity is invested in changing this for 
good.”

Rae said that she hopes to see 
10 organizations like The Engine 
across the world in 10 years. Boyce 
mentioned that other schools al-

ready have similar programs, such 
as Harvard’s innovation lab, which 
brings together students from 
across departments to collaborate 
in an entrepreneurship-oriented 
workspace.

The next step for The Engine will 
be to choose a group of startups to 
fund.

Rae said of the process, “You 
need to have a founding team that’s 
complete enough that they can 
make significant progress. They 
have to have a long term vision of 
what they want to create and their 
impact in the world.  What most 
people stumble on is that they 
don’t have a team — they don’t 
have to have a complete team, but 
they have to have that foundation 
and the science behind it.”

Of evaluating the science be-
hind a startup, Rae said “some-
times we’ll be right and sometimes 
we’ll be wrong about whether it will 
work.”

One of The Engine’s work-
ing groups  directed by Chan-
drakasan is focusing on the effects 
of President Trump’s immigration-
restricting executive order, accord-
ing to Rae.  “We are a country of 
immigrants, and we are very con-
cerned about this.”

The Engine fills gap between 

private and gov’t sponsorship
Engine, from Page 1
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Pen...
Solution, page 10

3 7
9 5 3
8 3 9 4

7 4 9 5 2
8 4

1 2 6 7 9
6 5 9 8

2 7 3
6 2

Pineapple
Solution, page 10

1 9 4
8 3 1 2

7 2 6 8 1
5 9
2 7

9 5
2 9 3 5 1

2 9 3 6
7 9 2

We’re Stuffed by Carolyn Stewart
Solution, page 10

ACROSS
1 Ziti or elbows
6 City near St. 

Petersburg
11 S&L outdoor device
14 Of the same value
15 Squirrel snack
16 Keogh alternative
17 Easy job
19 Guy
20 Out of danger
21 Luau instrument
22 Needing a nap
24 Jacket sleeves
26 Drives too fast
27 Explorer __ Polo
30 Very strict
31 Assumed name
32 Drug cop
33 Definite article
36 ‘80s fad doll
40 Double-curve letter
41 Catch sight of
42 New Zealand native
43 Windowpane sealant
45 Beginning stage
46 Tilts

48 Drop in the mail
50 1862 Tennessee 

battle
51 “Now I get it!”
52 One of the Three 

Bears
56 Box-office smash
57 Infielders’ warm-ups
60 Washington’s bill
61 Wipe clean
62 Author Wharton
63 Part of mph
64 More recent
65 Disorganized

DOWN
1 Parakeets and poodles
2 Pastel blue
3 __-and-turf dinner
4 Go by taxi
5 Stein filler
6 Jobs to do
7 Longing
8 Bovine bellow
9 Potential buyer
10 Moose feature
11 Endeavored

12 Golf hazards
13 Quite a few
18 “Delicious!”
23 Poetic nightfall
25 Civil rights icon 

Parks
26 Wander off
27 Nutmeg spice
28 “Such a pity!”
29 Barbecued “rack”
30 Oversentimental
32 Sparrows’ shelters
33 Boxing stats
34 Add to the payroll
35 Make revisions to
37 Arrive at one’s 

destination
38 “Hurry it up!”
39 Individually crafted
43 Good buddy
44 Still sealed
46 Luster
47 Ginger ale bottle size
48 Transparent
49 Portion of corn
50 Browse for bargains
51 Cathedral area

53 Parisian pals
54 Yankees’ crosstown 

rivals
55 Pale

58 Ferret’s foot
59 Valuable stone

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Apple
Solution, page 10

120× 12× 4

240× 3×

72× 15× 5

12× 1 6×

5 120× 2−

4+ 6

Pen!
Solution, page 10

12× 240× 5+ 6×

20× 1

5 144×

2 6× 36× 5

6× 1− 1− 4

1 2−

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.
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Solution to Pen...
from page 9

8 9 3 4 7 6 1 2 5
4 2 6 9 1 5 8 7 3
5 1 7 8 3 2 9 4 6
6 7 4 1 8 9 5 3 2
9 5 8 3 2 7 4 6 1
1 3 2 6 5 4 7 9 8
7 6 5 2 9 8 3 1 4
2 8 1 7 4 3 6 5 9
3 4 9 5 6 1 2 8 7

Solution to Pineapple
from page 9

1 6 9 8 7 4 3 2 5
8 3 4 5 1 2 6 9 7
5 7 2 6 3 9 4 8 1
7 5 1 3 4 8 2 6 9
3 2 8 9 5 6 1 7 4
9 4 6 1 2 7 8 5 3
2 9 7 4 6 3 5 1 8
4 8 5 2 9 1 7 3 6
6 1 3 7 8 5 9 4 2

Solution to Apple
from page 9

1 5 3 2 6 4
4 2 6 5 3 1
2 6 4 3 1 5
6 4 2 1 5 3
5 3 1 6 4 2
3 1 5 4 2 6

Solution to Pen!
from page 9

4 6 5 2 3 1
3 5 4 1 2 6
5 1 6 3 4 2
2 4 3 6 1 5
1 3 2 5 6 4
6 2 1 4 5 3

Solution to We’re Stuffed
from page 9

VIVIAN ZHONG—THE TECH

The Tech seeks a temporary office after the student center 
is shut down on the night of publication�

ANSELMO CASSIANO—THE TECH

Justin Wright, a negotiating instructor who graduated from Yale, led a series of workshops throughout January to help attendees with career building� The event was organized 
by MIT Spouse and Partners�

Want to get free movie tickets?
Then write movie reviews for The Tech.
(Advance screening opportunities also available!)

join@tech.mit.edu
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SPORTS BLITZ
Men’s basketball (18-5) re-

mained undefeated in February 
as they outlasted Wheaton Col-
lege 75-67. Cameron Kurb ‘19 
scored 17 points. 

Women’s basketball (19-4) 
crushed Mount Holyoke 68-30. 
Reserves Maude Gull ‘19 and 
Cindy Si ‘20 shone, notching 
14 points each. Taylor V’Dovec 
‘19 continued her dominance 
and was named NEWMAC Of-
fensive Athlete of the Week and 
received a NEWBA Player of the 
Week Honor Roll. 

Men’s volleyball (11-3) de-
feated Nazareth and swept Bard 
in the opener of the United Vol-
leyball Conference.

Men’s fencing (13-13) dis-
played gritty performances in 
the Eric Sollee Invitational, with 
Sheel Patel ‘19 cruising to a 17-1 
individual record, and walked 
out of the Duke University In-
vitational with one win against 
John Hopkins, 14-13. 

Women’s fencing (15-13) 
went 4-2, largely in part to the 
epee squad going undefeated, 
but were swept at the Duke Uni-
versity Invitational. 

Squash (17-4) started the 
month with back-to-back victo-
ries against Tufts and Amherst 
and were selected to compete in 
the C division of the Summers 
Cup at the CSA Team National 
Championship this weekend. 

By Zachary Collins
SPORTS EDITOR

This past Saturday, both the 
men’s and women’s basketball 
teams competed at home in 
Rockwell for one of the final times 
of this regular season. It would be 
an understatement to say it was 
just a good day for the Engineers.

The women’s team took the 
court first in a game against 
Mount Holyoke College, but it 
didn’t take long for them to grasp 
command of the game and turn it 
into a rout. By the halfway point, 
the engineers were up by 21 and 
would finish the game with an 
absurd 38 point margin of victory. 
MIT limited Holyoke to just 20% 
shooting and forced them into 
20 turnovers - a stifling defensive 
performance that helped them 
build such a strong lead.

The men’s team started their 

game against Wheaton Col-
lege just a few minutes later. Hot 
shooting by the Lyons kept them 
in the game, but with activeness 
and poise, the Engineers stayed 
in front the entire time, develop-
ing a large advantage in the clos-
ing moments to put the game 
out of reach. En route to their 
eight point win, they would force 
Wheaton into 19 turnovers and 
out-rebound them by a margin 
of six.

This weekend was just an 
exclamation point on what has 
been superb season for both 
teams. The women’s team, fol-
lowing the game, stands at 19-
4, tied with Babson College for 
the best record in the NEWMAC 
conference. Kara Holinski ‘19 has 
lead the team in scoring. She is 
averaging 14.6 points per game 
and was recently named to the 
CoSIDA Academic All-District 

Team. Taylor V’Dovec ‘19 has also 
had a great season, averaging 14.1 
points and 7.0 rebounds per game 
for the Engineers.

Following their victory against 
Wheaton, the men’s team has 
a record of 18-5, second in the 
NEWMAC conference. Tim Bu-
tala ‘17 and Dakota Pierce ‘19 
were also named to the CoSIDA 
Academic All-District Team for 
their performances this season. 
Butala has averaged 13.9 points 
and 5.6 rebounds while Pierce 
has averaged 11.2 points and 4.0 
rebounds. Bradley Jomard ‘19 had 
lead the team in scoring with 16.8 
points per game.

With the postseason rapidly 
approaching, both teams look 
to finish their seasons on a good 
note as they each play their final 
games on Saturday. The women’s 
team will play at WPI and the 
men’s team will play at Babson.

BASKETBALL

MIT basketball teams bask in 
glow over weekend victory, 
look to finish on high note

By Diane Zhou
TEAM REPRESENTATIVE

The MIT Figure Skating Club 
hosted the first Eastern Inter-
collegiate Figure Skating Team 
Competition of this season on 
February 4-5, 2017. Skaters repre-
senting 30 different colleges from 
across the East Coast came to the 
Johnson Athletics Center to com-
pete. Boston University won the 
competition with 84 points, fol-
lowed closely by the University 
of Delaware with 80 points. Dart-
mouth College came in 3rd with 
66 points, while MIT earned 23 
points to place 7th overall.

Kevin Shum ’19 took home 

gold medals in both the Senior 
Men Short Program and the Se-
nior Men Championship Free 
Skate events to earn nine points 
for MIT. Also a skater for Team 
USA, Kevin skated to “Eleanor 
Rigby” for his short program 
and “The Sound of Silence” for 
his free skate. He showcased an 
abundance of triple jumps, in-
cluding an impressive triple lutz 
- triple toe loop combination.

Flora Su G contributed six 
points from competing in two 
Senior Ladies events. She won 
2nd place out of nine skaters in 
Senior Ladies Free Skate Group 
1 with an elegant tango to “Adios 
Nonino.” A graceful performance 

featuring a beautiful layback - Bi-
ellmann spin placed Flora in 4th 
out of eight skaters in the Senior 
Ladies Short Program event.

Club President Diane Zhou 
’19 earned four points for MIT 
with her 2nd place finish out of 
nine competitors in Senior Ladies 
Free Skate Group 2. She floated 
through her routine to “Reflec-
tions of Passion” and landed 
seven double jumps, including a 
double salchow - double toe loop 
combination and a double flip - 
double toe loop combination.

Tetsuya Kaji G contributed 
two points with a silver medal in 
the Pre-Juvenile Men Free Skate 
event. His program to the main 

theme from Westworld highlight-
ed stunning glides, including hy-
droblading and an ina bauer.

Jon Lu ’17 made his competi-
tive figure skating debut with 
an inspiring skate to “You Raise 
Me Up,” which featured a spread 
eagle glide and a waltz jump. 
His silver medal earned MIT two 
more points.

Team Captain Ananya Nandy 
’19 landed a double salchow and 
a double toe loop in her routine 
set to “Hotel California,” plac-
ing 9th in the Junior Ladies Free 
Skate event. Brooke Tam G per-
formed the Willow Waltz for the 
Intermediate Dance event and 
skated to “The Trolls” from Dis-

ney’s Frozen for the Preliminary 
Ladies Free Skate event, finishing 
6th and 7th respectively. Skating 
to the main theme from Love Sto-
ry, Maya Sankar ’20 placed 6th in 
the Preliminary Ladies Free Skate 
event. A Canasta Tango perfor-
mance put Priyanka Chatterjee 
G in 7th place in the Preliminary 
Dance event.

The MIT team will compete 
again at the next Eastern Inter-
collegiate Team Figure Skating 
Competition, to be held at Lib-
erty University the first weekend 
of March. The MIT Figure Skating 
Club’s next event will be their an-
nual Spring Exhibition on Sun-
day, March 12, 2017.

FIGURE SKATING

MIT Figure Skating Club hosts intercollegiate 
competition, finishes seventh with six medals

ROBERT KRAWITZ—THE TECH

MIT guard Liana Ilutzi ‘17 drives the ball into the paint for the Engi-
neers during Saturday’s game against Mount Holyoke College.
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