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Residents of Eastgate were frus-
trated to learn earlier this month 
that MIT Housing had decided to 
install a transformer in their court-
yard over IAP as part of the Kendall 
Square renovation project. To com-
pensate, the courtyard will be re-
modeled to make up for lost space.

Eastgate residents held a meet-
ing to discuss the issue Monday 
Nov 7.

Alison Crowley represented 
MITIMCo and provided more de-
tails about the existing plans. The 
transformer will be placed 60ft 
away from residences; the safety 
code only requires 10ft. In addition, 
the transformer will be surrounded 
by an 8ft wall both for safety and for 
the best quality soundproofing pos-
sible, Crowley said.

However, these additional mea-

sures did not entirely satisfy some 
residents. Marzyeh Ghassemi, a 
PhD candidate at CSAIL protest-
ed, “You can’t put it in the build-
ing because it needs a 3 hour fire-
proof vault but you can put it in our 
courtyard … and our kids can be 
out there? Do you think that that is 
a reasonable decision?”

Ghassemi previously emailed 
the dorm’s discussion list encour-
aging residents to reach out to The 
Tech to air their grievances, to email 
Chancellor Barnhart and to sign a 
petition addressed to the Chancel-
lor and President Reif protesting 
the installation.

Not all residents shared Ghas-
semi’s safety concerns. “It is safer 
to stand next to that transformer 
than it is to stand on the sidewalk, 
next to traffic,” claimed an attendee. 
“That’s just statistics.”

THU: 58°f | 43°f
Mostly sunny

FRI: 57°f | 44°f
Sunny

SAT: 55°f | 45°f
Sunny

WEATHER, p. 11

IN SHORT
The MIT SHASS Dean’s Office is 
hosting Unity Through Voice and 
Song, an event taking place today in 
Lobby 10, at 7 p.m.

MIT faculty will speak at a panel, 

Climate Change: Ethics in Action, 
today in Walker Memorial from 5:15 
to 8:30 p.m.

Former Governor Deval Patrick 
will speak at an event in 10-250 on 
Monday, Nov. 21. 

Drop date is Wednesday, Nov. 23. 

There is no class on Thursday, 
Nov. 24 and Friday, Nov. 25.

Send news and tips to news@tech.
mit.edu.
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Alan Davidson ‘89, the first Director of Digital Economy in the U.S. Department of Commerce, 
with Giulio Capolino, chair of the UA Alumni Affairs Committee, spoke to students in 4-237 as part of the 
Alumni Speaker Series�

Eastgate residents 
divided over harm 
of new transformer  
Concerns over the MIT Housing 
decision recall many long-running 
communication issues, grads say

By Melody Tan
STAFF REPORTER

MIT’s dining services provider 
Bon Appetit swiftly responded this 
week to a student’s finding that 
arsenic levels in dining hall apple 
juice potentially exceed regulations 
by the Environmental Protection 
Agency.

Bon Appetit is looking into the 
finding despite its preliminary na-
ture and that it was based off of just a 
single sample the student examined 

for a class.  
Francesca Majluf ’17 sent an 

email to all undergraduate dorms 
Monday, Nov. 14, reporting that a 
sample of apple juice from Maseeh 
Dining Hall had 10.6 parts per billion 
arsenic, 0.6 ppb more than the level 
the EPA allows in drinking water.

Majluf conducted mass spec-
trometry analysis of apple juice 
samples from several brands around 
the MIT campus, including Maseeh 
Dining, for an Applied Environ-
mental Toxicology class at Harvard. 

The analysis was performed with an 
inductively coupled plasma mass 
spectrometer. A baseline for deion-
ized water was applied before testing 
apple juice samples, which were also 
diluted with DI water.

In addition, Majluf found that a 
sample of apple juice produced by 
Florida’s Natural Growers had an ar-
senic level of 11.9 ppb.

Majluf later clarified to the The 
Tech that she had only tested one 
sample of each apple juice prod-
uct. She plans on gathering more 

data and analyzing the results over 
Thanksgiving.

Kelly MacDonald, district man-
ager for Bon Appetit catering ser-
vices, requested Tuesday that all five 
dining halls recalibrate their juice 
machines. According to Peter Cum-
mings, executive director of the Divi-
sion of Student Life, the apple juice 
product was immediately pulled 
from the machines the same day 
and replaced with farm-fresh apple 

Analysis for class detects arsenic in juice
Bon Appetit, MIT Dining removed product after student reported findings 

By Katherine Nazemi
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Over 30 students have taken time off from 
the Institute through the “leave of absence” 
designation implemented by the Committee 
on Academic Performance last spring.

These students have left to pursue job op-
portunities, internships, or just take some time 
away from MIT. The leave of absence designa-
tion means that they can return to the Institute 
at any time over the next two years with mini-
mal paperwork.

The leave of absence gives students flexibil-

ity to take time off for any reason — including 
work, travel, volunteering, or personal time — 
with the guarantee that they can return to the 
Institute when they choose. Students can take 
at most one leave of absence during their time 
at MIT, and their leave can last for up to two 
years.

“The idea behind the leave of absence is 
that students wanted an easy way to come and 
go from the Institute, and I think we’ve created 
a process that’s really simple,” David Randall, 
senior associate dean of student support and 

Apple juice, Page 10

Leave, Page 10

TAKEN!
Copies of last week’s issue of 

The Tech were apparently removed 
from their distribution points last 
week.

Reporters for the paper noticed 
between 11 p.m. and midnight last 
Thursday that no copies were avail-
able from their usual locations in 
W20, along the Infinite Corridor, or 
Building 16. (Copies did remain in 
Building 56 and Building 66).

Given that the copies delivered 
earlier that day had so quickly 
vanished, members of The Tech 
suspect that the papers were likely 
taken improperly. Copies usually 
last at least until the weekend.

Eastgate, Page 10

MIT to redevelop 14-acre Volpe campus
MIT was recently chosen as the partner 

to redevelop the 14-acre campus in Kend-
all Square where the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Volpe National Trans-
portation Systems Center was housed.

MIT’s proposal surpassed those of 
about six major real estate development 
firms. It is yet unclear what MIT plans to 
develop in the area, though MIT has long 
had an interest in promoting innovation. 
Developing the area would also provide 
more housing in an area where it is in high 
demand.

This is not MIT’s first development 
project in the Kendall Square area. The 
Volpe redevelopment is among a growing 
series of projects that MIT is spearheading 
as part of its Kendall Square renovation 
initiative. Currently awaiting approval is a 
separate proposal to build six new build-

ings on Main Street as offices and housing, 
totaling $1.2 billion.

Historically, Kendall Square remained 
a byproduct of industrial development 
until startups, many related to MIT affili-
ates, started filling the area. Now the area 
is notable for its innovation.

Israel Ruiz, MIT’s Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Treasurer, notes, “MIT is com-
mitted to a vibrant Kendall Square, one of 
the most significant innovation clusters in 
the world and an important center of our 
Cambridge community. Naturally, MIT is 
interested in the future of the site, given 
its proximity to campus and the important 
role it plays in supporting the evolution of 
the innovative, mixed-use community in 
Kendall Square.”

—Kavya Ravichandran

How to take time off from MIT: 
use the new ‘leave of absence’
New designation, introduced last spring, lets students 
leave and return with minimal paperwork required 
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the Editorial Board, which consists of Chairman 
Colleen Madlinger, Editor in Chief Katherine Nazemi, 
Managing Editor Vivian Hu, Executive Editor William Navarre, 
and Opinion Editor Claire Lazar.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board members 
choosing to publish their disagreement with the editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are 
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, 
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions 
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. 
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech, 
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions 
are due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters 
will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or 
condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 

Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and 
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also 
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published 
in any other format or medium now known or later that 
becomes known. The Tech makes no commitment to publish 
all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. Email is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by emailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send press 
releases, requests for coverage, and information about errors 
that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to the 
editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech can be 
found on the World Wide Web at http://thetech.com

An article last week incorrectly stated that Davi da Silva was a co-president of MIT Democrats. In fact, he is the club’s Com-
munications Director.
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku
Solution, page 12

8 6 7 1
4 9

4 9 2 5
6 7 2 1

7 8
8 1 2 7
4 8 9 6

1 2
3 7 5 1

Techdoku
Solution, page 12

21+ 12× 7+

48×

4 1− 12× 2−

8× 20×

3× 15× 12× 10×

1−

[1758] Astrophysics

DEPARTMENT OF NEUROSCIENCE / Motto: “If I hear the phrase ‘mirror neurons’ I swear to God I will flip this table.”

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

How to Paint by Carolyn Stewart
Solution, page 10

ACROSS
1 Kind of coffee, for short
6 Sudden burst of wind
10 Took a photo of
14 Wipe clean
15 __ spumante wine
16 Sheltered inlet
17 Mesh with a group
18 Bird food
19 High point
20 Big name in cranberries
22 Heating duct
23 Red gemstone
24 Stubborn beast
26 West, on a map
29 Guys who write
33 Minor quarrel
37 Hammer target
39 Nimble
40 What casinos’ best 

customers get
43 Lauder of makeup
44 Fallon’s Tonight 

predecessor
45 Unwind from work
46 Congregated
48 Pencil remnant

50 Actor Baldwin
52 Moves smoothly
57 Boyfriend
60 Pay no attention to
63 Hideout
64 Subtle glow
65 Actors’ platform
66 Brown hosiery shade
67 Care for
68 Powder in a printer
69 __ and wherefores 

(motives)
70 Besides that
71 Goes parasailing

DOWN
1 Clear, as a clouded 

windshield
2 Author Jong
3 Provide banquet food
4 From China or India
5 Aromatic herb
6 Sound of surprise
7 Computer owner
8 Kettle vapor
9 Clear a mess
10 Hunter at a party

11 Optimistic wish
12 Pizzeria cooker
13 Smartphone 

message
21 Shorthand expert
25 __ year (2016, for 

one)
27 Corn-picking season
28 Scrabble pieces
30 Boggy ground
31 Moose cousins
32 Home for a hawk
33 Son of Noah
34 Leaning Tower city
35 FBI personnel
36 Synonym book
38 Mardi Gras follower
41 Angler’s spool
42 In need of sanding
47 Political event
49 Explosions
51 Very mean
53 Childish comeback
54 Prince William’s mom
55 Lawn tool
56 Crystal ball readers
57 Wasted, as cash

58 Apiece
59 Light and breezy

61 Coffee dispensers
62 Marquis de __
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By Krystal Lai
STAFF WRITER

Virtually every film requires its viewer to suspend, to 
some degree, their disbelief. Film is inherently make-be-
lieve, but insofar as a viewer is willing to acknowledge this 
beforehand and accept as reality the rules of the world 
that the filmmaker has created, the dissonance does not 
have to interfere with the storytelling experience. Arrival, 
director Denis Villeneuve’s science fiction film, adapted 
from the short story “Story of Your Life,” rides this fine 
line with reckless abandon. Operational details are fre-
quently glossed over with a hand-waving flourish, and 

other actions or choices seem far too convenient or too 
easy. However, in the context of the film’s ingenuity, in-
trigue, and original premise, these faults can and should 
be overlooked. Contingent on this successful suspension 
of disbelief, Arrival delivers a thought-provoking and un-
derstated drama with an astonishing denouement.

Arrival’s brand of extraterrestrial contact comes in the 
form of 12 oblong, smooth, black spaceships that have 
quite suddenly landed in 12 different countries across 
the world. Expert linguist Dr. Louise Banks (Amy Adams), 
along with theoretical physicist Ian Donnelly (Jeremy 
Renner), are called in by the United States government 
to help communicate with the aliens. Despite the science 

fiction backdrop of alien contact, the film is primarily 
about language, communication, and understanding. In 
order to understand why the aliens have come to Earth 
— no one yet knows if they are peaceful or violent — Dr. 
Banks begins an interspecies linguistic exchange.

However, not only is the U.S. government seeking to 
communicate with the aliens, but they are also tasked 
with working together with the other 11 countries to solve 
the same problem. Predictably, this poses a few problems 
as the world powers butt heads and struggle to gain con-
trol over a situation that seems so far out of control.

The visuals are also breathtaking, from the rolling 
green hills to the cascading flow of early morning fog 
across the grassy plains to the fascinating design of the 
alien spaceship and alien creatures. The contrast be-
tween the towering black ship and the smallness of the 
humans beneath truly drives home the enormity of the 
situation. Unlike some science fiction alien-encounter 
films, Arrival does not shy away from imagining exactly 
what these extraterrestrials might look like. It is a mes-
merizing experience for the viewer to slowly understand 
and visualize the entirety of these creatures’ alien appear-
ance along with Dr. Banks and the rest of the scientists.

Ian, the theoretical physicist, does seem at times to be 
a superfluous character. It is apparent from the beginning 
that he is meant to be a form of comedic relief in an oth-
erwise mostly serious movie, as well as the token roman-
tic interest. Certainly their relationship is not the focus 
of the film, but it is interesting to note that Ian does little 
theoretical physics at all throughout the film and instead 
functions more as an assistant to Dr. Banks and the U.S. 
government.

To disclose any more developments in this film would 
rob the viewer of what makes it so successful: the slow 
and steady way in which new discoveries are revealed. 
Arrival manages to consistently engage the audience’s 
attention with deliberate pacing and thoughtful drama 
interwoven into a uniquely fascinating premise that is re-
vealed only in the second half of the film. It is this premise 
that effectively drives the film to its perspective shifting 
and satisfying ending.

★★★★☆

Arrival
Directed by Denis Villeneuve

Starring Amy Adams, Jeremy 
Renner, Forest Whitaker, Michael 
Stuhlbarg, Mark O’Brien

PG-13

Now Playing

MOVIE REVIEW

Arrival offers an original and mesmerizing take 
on extraterrestrial interactions
A thought provoking drama about a linguist and two aliens

JAN THIJS COURTESY OF PARAMOUNT PICTURES

Amy Adams as Louise Banks in Arrival by Paramount Pictures.

By Krystal Lai
STAFF WRITER

The MIT List Visual Arts Center’s newest exhibition, 
Written in Smoke and Fire, feels as diverse and free-formed 
as the many sources of inspiration that artist Edgar Arce-
neaux is known to traditionally draw upon. A contempo-
rary artist hailing from Los Angeles, Arceneaux often finds 
inspiration in history, science fiction, social movements, 
philosophy, and architecture, for the creation of his im-
mersive installations that artfully synthesize diverse me-
dia like video, sculpture, and painting.

The exhibition, curated by Henriette Huldisch of the 
MIT List Visual Arts Center, showcases three interrelated 
projects by Edgar Arceneaux. Harkening back to the title 
of the exhibit, these careful selections each represent to 
some degree the smoke-like and often ambiguous quality 
of the narrative medium.

The Library of Black Lies (2016) fills the first room. In 
the center of the dimly lit space is a wooden shelter with 

an entrance that leads into a vaguely disorienting minia-
ture labyrinth of book shelves and mirrored walls. Some 
of the books are burnt to a blackened husk, while oth-
ers are encrusted in a translucent layer of sugar crystals. 
The selection of titles seems almost random. A copy of 
“Crime and Punishment” sits next to “Bible Stories,” a 
Webster’s English dictionary, and Descartes’ “Discourse 
on Method.”

After exiting the wooden labyrinth, one almost immedi-
ately notices the video being screened in a separate alcove. 
Electronic music permeates the otherwise silent space. 
This hour-long video, A Time to Break Silence (2013), is part 
of Arceneaux’s earlier work, A Book and a Medal (2014). A 
Book and a Medal focuses on and explores the achieve-
ments of Martin Luther King Jr. Arceneaux’s science fic-
tion influences are apparent in his use of a humanoid ape 
character reminiscent of the one used in Kubrick’s 2001: A 
Space Odyssey that wanders through the debris and rubble 
of a dilapidated church in Detroit. King’s 1967 speech criti-
cizing the Vietnam War is overlaid over these clips in addi-
tion to other blurred reenactments of King’s speech. This 
video appears three times throughout the exhibit, once in 
its larger projected format, and twice on smaller screens 
within other pieces.

A Book and a Medal repeats the motif of two redacted 
documents, one which attempts to blackmail King, and the 
other denouncing King’s children’s attempts to auction off 
his Nobel Peace Prize medal and bible. These documents 
are redacted with mirror-like reflective material, continu-
ing the theme of mirrored surfaces that was apparent in the 

first part of the installation. This setup allows the viewer to 
see their own reactions as they read the fragmented and 
incendiary pieces. The installation has other disparate 
components as well. A few acrylic-on-linen amalgama-
tions of newspaper print headings, half drawn faces, and 
sharp lines and angles hang from the wall. In the middle of 
the room, a small collection of artifacts gathered from the 
church seen in the video sits on a wooden shelf.

The final part of the exhibit is in an entirely separate 
room on the other side of the MIT List Visual Arts Center. 
This is a wise decision, because the third piece, Until, Un-
til, Until… (2016) fills an entire dark room. It is a projection 
onto a semitransparent curtain of Ben Vereen’s 1981 black-
face theatrical performance at the inaugural celebration for 
Ronald Reagan. This play was itself a tribute to the black 
vaudeville performer Bert Williams. Arceneaux’s tableau 
includes an older model television broadcasting the origi-
nal televised version of Vereen’s performance, alongside a 
coat rack upon which hangs Vereen’s costume.

Though the placards posted next to the works provided 
some context and background on the projects being dis-
played, many pieces felt enigmatic or indecipherable. The 
installations relied heavily on the abstract and the highly 
symbolic. Perhaps a deeper understanding of the social 
and historical context of the subjects tackled is necessary 
for a more meaningful interpretation of this exhibit. With 
the sheer number of inspirations and subjects that Arce-
neaux attempts to synthesize and explore all at once, it is 
no wonder that his voice and his messages are occasionally 
lost in the complexity of his artwork.   

EXHIBIT REVIEW

A convoluted installation that explores history, 
culture, and society
Three works by Edgar Arceneaux at the MIT List Visual Arts Center

Edgar Arceneaux: Written in 
Smoke and Fire 
MIT List Visual Arts Center

On view through Jan. 8, 2017
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Save Money this
Holiday Season.
Make the holiday even happier with a Holiday Loan from 
MIT Federal Credit Union. 

Loans are available from $500 to $25,000. Choose your term, 12 
months to 60 months, and enjoy a rate as low as 5.99% APR*.

Learn more at mitfcu.org/holidayloan.

Federally insured by NCUA. 

Call: 617-253-2845 | Click: mitfcu.org | Visit: Cambridge: 700 Technology Square (NE48); Student Center (W20-116)

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates are subject to change without notice. O�er is valid through January 31, 2017. Payment example for a $1,000 12-month loan at our Smart Money 
Rewards rate of 5.99% APR would be $86.06 per month.

**Smart Money Rewards (SMR): To qualify for SMR, you must have an MITFCU checking account, and must receive direct deposit of your net pay, pension, or Social Security (at least 
$100 per deposit) into your MITFCU account. If direct deposit used to qualify for SMR stops, or your checking account is closed or becomes inactive (has zero transactions within a 90-
day period), the rate on discounted loans will be increased by 0.25% and you will no longer receive any SMR related deposit rate benefits associated with SMR. 

+Minimum loan amount is $1,000. Maximum loan amount is $20,000 combined for all personal loans. This special applies to new loans with MITFCU and/or transferred 
loan balances currently held at another financial institution.

By Krystal Lai
STAFF WRITER

The set is sparse and efficient: a single 
hospital bed at center stage, nondescript 
blue curtains along the walls, and small 
tables and wheelchairs that are moved in 
and out of sight when necessary. Instead of 
relying on clunky set pieces, the Hub Theatre 
Company of Boston’s production of the Pu-
litzer Prize winning play Wit turns to clever 
special effects triggered by the manipulation 
of light and sound. Flashing lights and a fa-
miliar click-whir sound effect take the place 

of what might have been an obstructive MRI 
machine, allowing the actors and their per-
formances, not the set, to shine. With the 
stage beginning where the front row of the 
audience ends, the action is up close and 
personal, which is apt considering how inti-
mate the subject matter is.

The play begins with a sickly, hospital 
gown-clad Dr. Vivian Bearing (Liz Adams) 
hobbling onto stage. She looks at the audi-
ence and asks casually how they are do-
ing, thus shattering the fourth wall right off 
the bat. Dr. Bearing provides sharply funny 
commentary about her life and memories 
while also playing the role of a first person 
narrator and guide throughout the story. 
This unique rapport between actor and au-
dience allows the play to dip in and out of 
the past and the present with clarity and 
precision, which lends a welcome complex-
ity to the art form which can occasionally be 
restricted by temporal linearity. In many of 
these asides, she addresses the audience 
directly, as if confiding in a close friend. In 
fact, in this friendship, there are no secrets. 
In the first few minutes alone, she gives the 
viewers a spoiler alert: by the end of the play, 
she will have died.

Wit follows Dr. Bearing as she struggles 
to come to terms with a rapidly-spreading 
form of ovarian cancer and her inevitable 
death. It is this inescapability of death loom-
ing over herself and the audience that brings 
gravity and emotional weight to the per-
formances on stage. As a professor of 17th 
century poetry of John Donne, Dr. Bearing 
has spent her entire life dissecting Donne’s 
poems in an effort to better understand the 
meaning of life, death, and mortality. But 
Dr. Bearing quickly learns that no amount of 
study could have prepared her for the terri-
fying uncertainty that a fatal disease brings.

Liz Adams is spectacular on stage. She 

successfully imbues each of her lines with 
mesmerizing perspective and character, 
giving a performance so committed that 
she manages to create a nuanced charac-
ter that can convincingly be witty, solemn, 
adamant, infuriated, devastated, or flip-
pant. The pain that her illness brings feels 
palpable, too, and I find myself shrinking 
in discomfort as I watch her writhing in an 
agony induced by intensive rounds of che-
motherapy. It isn’t overdone or overacted. 
She simply makes Dr. Bearing feel like a real 
human being.

Beyond the existential struggles of the 
protagonist, Wit also explores the health-
care professionals that surround the ter-
minally ill and their approach to end of life 
care. Some of the characters seemed little 

more than broadly drawn caricatures, like 
Dr. Jason Posner (Tim Hoover), the insensi-
tive fellow who values his research far more 
than human life, or Susie Monahan (Lauren 
Elias), the simple-minded yet caring nurse. 
However, the exaggerated and sometimes 
one-dimensional characterizations had 
more to do with the scripted actions and 
dialogue than with the performances of the 
actors, which were earnest across the board.

Ultimately, Wit is a tour de force of hu-
man experience that dares to pose difficult 
questions about life, death, and the uncer-
tainty of human mortality. Its solemnity and 
comedy intermix in an intoxicating display 
of human emotions that successfully keeps 
the audience laughing, empathizing, and 
thinking throughout the whole production.

THEATER REVIEW

Sharply funny comedy, terminal illness, and 17th 
century poetry take center stage
Wit is an engrossing rumination on life and death

Wit
By Margaret Edson

Directed by John 
Geoffrion

Starring Liz Adams, 
Robert Bonotto, Lauren 
Elias, Tim Hoover, 
Dayenne C. B. Walters

Performed by the Hub 
Theatre Company of 
Boston

First Church in Boston

66 Marlborough Street, 
Boston

Playing Nov. 17th through 
Nov. 19th, 2016

ALEX AROYAN

(L-R) Lauren Ellias as Susie and Liz Adams as Vivian in Wit.
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0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Using marijuana regularly

Using marijuana occasionally

Trying marijuana once or twice
what I think

what I think MIT students think

what I think

what I think

what I think MIT students think

what I think MIT students think

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

PostiveNeutralNegative

What are your perceptions of... 

Having one or two alcoholic
drinks per month

Having one or two alcoholic
drinks per day

Having five or more alcoholic
drinks in one sitting

what I think

what I think MIT students think

what I think

what I think

what I think MIT students think

what I think MIT students think

0 545 1090 1635

YesI think so UnsureNo

14
68

, 8
9%

*

29
, 2

%
94

, 6
%

44
, 3

%

Has anyone ever attempted to sneak a drug into your drink at a party or event on MITʼs campus or at an MIT FSILG?

0 545 1090 1635

Have you ever experienced an attempted or completed sexual assault by someone who was under the influence of 
alcohol at a party or event held on MITʼs campus or hosted by an MIT FSILG?

14
57

, 8
8%

57
, 3

%

11
9,

 7
%

*Percentages may not add 
up to 100% due to 
participants who skipped
these questions. 

BLUNT STATS:



Once we had a single dataset contain-
ing every respondent’s answers to every 
question, we were faced with the ques-
tions central to any survey analysis: What 
are we looking for? What is interesting? 
What do we not know? How do we guar-
antee anonymity?

Our first concern was that of anonymi-
ty: we promised that we would not release 
any information that would identify “indi-
viduals or small groups of individuals.” We 
decided that a group of 10 or larger would 
be our threshold for sharing data.

Our next objective was to make our 
analysis as transparent as possible. In or-
der to do that, we created a website which 
allows anyone to segment the data ac-
cording to various demographics. We re-
moved highly correlated demographics 
variables, such as age and semester num-
ber, to simplify the user interface.
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Most common reported 
consequences of smoking 
marijuana, among people 

who smoke:
Been hurt or injured 
Forgot where you were or what 
you did (blacked out)
Had a hangover

8%
2%

2%

Most common reported 
consequences of drinking 

alcohol, among people who 
drink:

Had a hangover 
Forgot where you were or what 
you did (blacked out)
Missed a class or assignment

36%
23%

12%

0 5 10 15 20

Benzodiazapenes

Cocaine

Opioids

MDMA

Amphetamines

Psychadelic

Inhalants whippets*

LSD, shrooms

tryptamines/
phenethylamines

vicodin, 
codeine

xanax

How many MIT students have used “hard” drugs?

% of MIT Students

*Most commonly 
used form of 
each drug

Under what circumstance
 do you usually

 consume alcohol?
At parties
While socializing
At bars
Alone

37%
35%
4%
1%

BEHIND THE DATA

How we analyzed the 
alcohol and drug survey

In 2014, The Tech sent a survey to undergraduates about their use of alcohol and restricted substances. 
The story behind this survey is in three acts: administering the survey, analyzing the data, and publish-
ing the results. This article aims to shed some light on the analysis, to ensure adequate transparency and 
reproducibility. Finally, we want to guarantee to all survey participants that their anonymity has been 
respected.

Over the summer, we started the long process of transforming the data we gathered into a machine-
readable format. This might sound trivial, but the 258 different questions were cryptically labelled, with 
names such as “p3q27b.”

Drugs at MIT

The sheer number of pos-
sible answers to certain sur-
vey questions make inter-
pretation difficult. In those 
cases, we have combined 
them in broader, more read-
able categories. For example, 
the frequency of use of dif-
ferent substances contained 
eight categories, which were 
simplified to “daily,” “weekly,” 
“monthly,” and “in past year.”

The final decision we made 
was to include every question 
on the website to let readers 
visually explore the richness 
of the dataset. Readers will 
also find a summarized ver-
sion of the full dataset on the 
website. Willing readers are 
encouraged to conduct their 
own analysis. Contact us at 
news@tech.mit.edu to report 
any error, ask any question, or 
suggest any new perspectives.

Finally, all the analysis has 
been independently verified 
by Tech members who were 
not involved in the analysis, 
but were given access to the 
original survey responses.

—Olivia Brode-Roger

81%
of respondents who answered 

yes to the question:
“Have you ever, even once, had 

an alcoholic drink while 
under 21 years of age” 

while at MIT?  
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By Hannah Rudoltz

The “MIT bubble” is ubiquitous and yet 
sometimes invisible. Even Cambridge itself 
can seem like an enclave, the town of the 
ivory tower. Students look forward to leav-
ing it for trips home and brief jaunts into 
Boston, but those of us who staff the MIT 
ambulance live in a sort of twilight zone, 
half in the bubble and half out.

MIT EMS is not your typical student 
club. Members volunteer their time to staff 
our student-designed, award-winning am-
bulance for at least 49 hours per semester. 
Each member is certified as a basic EMT 
both nationally and in Massachusetts, a 

process that takes a lot of studying and prac-
tice. Most new EMTs are certified through 
our IAP class, which runs from 9 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m., five days a week.

In the class, we learn clinical informa-
tion, like the etiology of certain cardiac 
problems, in the mornings and practice 
practical skills in the afternoons. New EMTs 
work with two superiors so they can get fur-
ther training and confidence. It’s an intense 
introduction to an atypical path through 
MIT, where EMTs are expected to be both 
professionals and students.

MIT EMS exists at the edge of the MIT 
bubble. We have social events and meetings 
like most other clubs. The EMTs on the ser-

vice are often at the center of campus well-
ness projects, like the new Mind Hand Heart 
initiative or our current project with Save a 
Life, Save a Heart (SALSAH) to increase CPR 
training and stroke awareness on campus. 
But we also reach out to the community in 
Cambridge — our ambulance was at The 
Port Pride Day, and we donated an AED (au-
tomated external defibrillator) to the Mar-
garet Fuller House. And though most of the 
patients we treat are MIT students or affili-
ates, often with minor medical complaints 
or injuries, we don’t operate as students on 
our calls: we have to be professionals.

Working on the ambulance can get very 
real. When Officer Sean Collier was shot 
in the aftermath of the Boston Marathon 
bombings, our service responded. We re-
spond to cardiac arrests, car accidents, and 
severe alcohol intoxication. We respond to 
suicide attempts and strokes. There is no 
escaping the reality of human lives outside 
of MIT’s insular culture when you work for 
MIT EMS.

I personally have had a few calls that 
completely removed me from the MIT 
bubble. I once transported a sick newborn, 
something I hope I never have to do again. 
It is sometimes hard as an undergraduate to 
imagine a time when schoolwork might not 
dominate your life, but a family can. I can’t 
imagine the fear those parents felt as we 
drove their child to the hospital.

Even that call is not the one I think about 
the most. I mostly look back on the calls that 
took me furthest outside the world I know 
best. One of my first calls on the service was 
dispatched for “the man down,” who turned 
out to be experiencing a combined opioid 

and alcohol overdose. We got on scene, 
and I was immediately overwhelmed by the 
smell of stale beer and urine. The patient 
was unresponsive to our attempts to wake 
him, besides a brief “Who the (expletive) are 
you?” Immediately concerned with main-
taining his airway, I was charged with suc-
tioning vomit out of his mouth and throat.

I thought calls like those would be diffi-
cult. I thought the physically messy parts of 
being an EMT would be hardest — but I was 
wrong. My unconscious overdose patient 
did not weigh so much on me as a later pa-
tient did. He requested to go to a hospital in 
the afternoon because he had been drink-
ing since the early morning. The patient was 
clearly confused and in pain. When asked 
why he had been drinking, his answer was: 
“It’s just what I do.” A myriad of other details 
about this call were depressing, but that line 
really got to me. All we could really do was 
bring this man to the hospital, but he’d only 
be discharged in a few hours. How do you 
cope when a patient needs so much more 
than you can give?

It’s easy to keep issues like addiction, 
homelessness and poverty at arm’s length 
when the ideas are abstract. But because of 
calls like these, debates in classes like Health 
Policy or researching candidates’ positions 
on the opioid crisis in New Hampshire can 
no longer be abstract. These issues are very 
real — and I’m grateful to EMS for popping 
the bubble.

November 14-20 is National Collegiate 
EMS Week. MIT EMS will have a table in 
Lobby 10 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday, 
November 18th to answer any of the student 
body’s questions.

In the twilight zone
My experience with MIT EMS

MIT EMS

Orientation activities midway, 2016. From left: Michael Beautyman, Hannah Rudoltz 
`18, Harrison Kaplan `19, Amelia Bryan `18, Andrew Tang `17, Aria Shi `18.

Editor’s Note: Our Stories is a series by Natasha Joglekar, 
assisted by Andy Trattner, with photography provided by 
Prof. Daniel Jackson. Each story is a first person narrative of 
personal struggle and strength. 

My mother, brother, and I have always lived under my 
grandparents’ roof. When I was in elementary school, my 
mom worked at Kmart and at a nursing home, so I rarely 
saw her. Because of my parents’ divorce, the court granted 
my father visitation on weekends and every other holiday or 
so. Those years are mostly a blur.

In 2003, when I was in the third grade, my mom devel-
oped Guillain-Barre Syndrome and was paralyzed from the 
neck down. My grandpa also passed away around this time. 
My brother and I suddenly had many more responsibilities 
at home: taking more care of our grandma with severe rheu-
matoid arthritis, helping her dress, cook, and bathe. We also 
had to take care of our mom, who was bedridden that year. 
By 2005, my mom had relearned how to walk and had taken 
on a job as a cafeteria lady at a local high school. My father 
had given up all custody rights in order to drop the thou-
sands of dollars he owed in child support.

In middle school, there were more expectations at home, 
but no matter how much I tried to fulfill these expectations, I 
always failed. My mom was very critical, and no matter what 
I did around the house, it was never enough. Nothing was 
enough for her. My grandma was the same way. I remem-
ber getting into many arguments at home; my grandma and 
mom would say I was “lazy,” that I didn’t care about anyone 
but myself, or that I was just like my father. I used to won-
der whether they were right, but I didn’t know what more I 
could do to win their approval.

Meanwhile, I had a difficult time balancing my pre-AP 
classes, the math team, band, and my responsibilities at 
home. I was an awkward student with no close friends, and 
it was around this time that I started having breakdowns. 
When I cried at school, my teachers always attributed it to 
stress and were fairly understanding. When I cried at home, 
I would muffle my sobbing under a pillow in my room, so 
my mother and grandmother wouldn’t hear and scold me 
for being “sad.”

My brother became my best friend. He didn’t under-
stand what was happening to me, and I didn’t completely 
understand either, but he used to do my chores for me when 
I was crying and tell my family he was helping me out be-
cause I was busy studying. When I wasn’t crying, I felt empty 
— worthless, hopeless, and powerless. I used to wish I could 
sleep forever because I wasn’t depressed in my dreams.

In 7th grade, I told one of my teachers, “I don’t feel like 
being alive.” I think he told the counselors at our school, and 
they called my mom in. If she failed to take me to a psychol-
ogist, then Child Protective Services would get involved. She 
would have to leave work to pull me out of school and take 
me to a psychologist every two to three weeks. On the drives 
to the clinic, she would remind me that I was the reason she 
was missing out on hours of work. I felt guilty. Then, I re-
member my mom crying in one of these sessions and claim-
ing I wasn’t helping her out enough around the house. The 
psychologist was on her side, and that’s when I started lying 
and claiming I felt better at every session until I was cleared. 
This was my first taste of therapy.

In truth, my depression started to get worse as I entered 

high school. I hated myself. I felt disgusted with my body 
and believed everyone else but me deserved to be alive. I 
was so scared of telling anyone because I didn’t believe any-
one else would understand. I didn’t want to kill myself, but 
I was comfortable with the idea that someday I would be 
in the wrong place at the wrong time or that I would be in 
a freak accident. I knew I wasn’t depressed all the time — 
sometimes, I felt better for a few days or weeks, and those 
days gave me hope. I kept going because I wanted to live for 
the days when I didn’t have to fake a smile.

Once I got to MIT, I knew I had the opportunity to get 
the help I had wanted for years. I started going to MIT Men-
tal Health early in my freshman year and was assigned an 
older psychiatrist and a young psychologist. After the psy-
chiatrist prescribed me the antidepressant Zoloft, I gained 
20 pounds, and I didn’t feel “depressed” anymore, but I also 
lost the ability to feel happiness.

I told my psychiatrist I was concerned about my weight 
gain. She upped the dose. I stopped trusting her, threw out 
the medication, refused to see a psychiatrist again, and only 
went to my therapy sessions with the psychologist. It was 
immensely helpful in many ways. I could talk about my past 
at home, my worries about my family, my stresses at MIT, 
and how I felt so stupid in all my classes. It was nice to have 
someone listen to me and validate the bottled up, residual 
anger and confusion from home. When the psychologist 
left, I stopped going to Mental Health altogether in the mid-
dle of my sophomore year.

I thought I was “cured,” as silly as that sounds. I went from 
having two to three breakdowns a week to one to two every 
other week, and my grades were improving. Unfortunately, 
I started to fall apart again. I started oversleeping and eat-
ing way too much. I stopped attending most of my classes, 
spent my afternoons lying in bed, and shut myself off from 
my friends at MIT. There finally came a point when I ac-
cepted the fact that I needed help — again.

I slumped back to Mental Health during their open 
hours and met an amazing clinician who suggested anoth-
er antidepressant: Wellbutrin. This clinician also assigned 
me to a new psychiatrist and psychologist that I felt com-
fortable with. Ultimately, Wellbutrin did take a few weeks to 
kick in, but it was the best thing to ever happen to me. I was 
better able to control my emotions and energy, and my pro-
ductivity started to improve. I can’t say it’s perfect because 
sometimes I have days when I can’t seem to get myself out 
of bed, times when I slide back into this apathetic mood, 
and instances when I am overly critical of myself, but for 
the most part, I feel I finally have a strong grip on my life.

My recovery is an ongoing process. I’m not completely 
sure why I developed my depression. I want to blame the 
chemical imbalance of uncooperative neurotransmitters in 
my head, but I often find myself wondering if it had any-
thing to do with the way I was raised. I try to suppress this 
thought because maybe my mom was raised that way and 
didn’t know better, or maybe the numerous negative expe-
riences in her life had toughened her up. Maybe there’s no 
one to blame. The question still eats at my mind and is a 
recurring theme in my therapy sessions at Mental Health. 
I want to forgive her for not emotionally supporting me all 
those years, but I don’t know how. I want to be close and 
connected to her like my MIT friends seem to be with their 

parents, but I become anxious at the mere thought.
Since entering college, she’s not critical of me anymore, 

and I think she wants to rekindle our relationship. Never-
theless, I haven’t provided her that chance because I’ve 
closed her out of my life to avoid any potential or acciden-
tal triggers from her. I’m scared of ruining the progress I’ve 
made thus far, but I acknowledge that sometimes the rea-
son I slip back into a depressive mood is because I begin 
to think about my past experiences at home. In the future, 
I want to reconnect with her when I feel mentally capable 
and ready. I don’t know how long that’s going to take — a 
month, six months, another year? Right now, though, I 
don’t think I can do that, and I’ve learned that it’s okay. I’m 
still a work in progress.

Lisa Lozano is a member of the class of 2017.
There are many ways to find help. Members of the MIT 

community can access support resources at resources.mit.
edu/support. To access support through MIT Medical’s Men-
tal Health & Counseling Service, please call (617) 253-2916 or 
visit medical.mit.edu. 

If you have a story you'd like to share, contact ourstories@
mit.edu

OUR STORIES

Lisa Lozano

COPYRIGHT DANIEL JACKSON 2016

Lisa Lozano
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Another resident explained 
that a lot of the distrust came from 
the installation of the transformer 
being news to them, explaining 
that they felt “railroaded” by this 
decision. Crowley, on the other 
hand, was under the impres-
sion that the decision had been 
emailed to the community mul-
tiple times.

In a subsequent interview with 
The Tech, Dennis Collins, director 
of Residential Life for Capital Re-
newal, blamed this miscommuni-
cation on a mailing list confusion: 
the mailing list that residents 
most commonly use redirects, or 
“bounces,” messages from non-
resident email addresses to a 
moderator’s list. This prompted 
various officials involved in the 
decision to send emails to a dif-
ferent, lesser read list.

To many residents this fit into 
a larger pattern of broken promis-
es and miscommunications from 
MIT Housing. Residents and ad-
ministrators both acknowledged 
previous issues surrounding the 
now-cancelled installation of air 
conditioning in the penthouse, 
persistent problems with the ele-
vators, and a disappointing reno-
vation of the laundry room.

Another resident at the meet-
ing contended that after living in 
Eastgate for six years, “the com-
munication between Housing 
and our residents is absolutely 
horrendous, the track record is 

very very bad. What has hap-
pened with this issue has hap-
pened over and over again: we 
have not been included in any 
conversation until decisions have 
been made.”

In an email to The Tech, Jen-
nifer Marquart, a former resident, 
offered a different perspective 
on residents’ concerns. Since de-
mand to live in Eastgate is high, 
housing is assigned through a 
lottery, forcing Marquart and her 
husband to move off campus after 
the summer.

She explained that they cur-
rently pay a higher rent, pay their 
own utilities and how they were 
not told about construction hap-
pening in their building. “I didn't 
realize how especially nice on-
campus living was (even despite 
some annoyances about elevators 
and washing machines being not 
emptied) while I was on campus,” 
she wrote.

Peter Cummings, executive 
director for administration in the 
Division of Student Life, attended 
the meeting at the direct request 
of Director of Student Life Suzy 
Nelson. After the meeting, Cum-
mings described the communica-
tion issues as “distressing” and at-
tributed this to a combination of 
the age of the building, which was 
built in the 1960s, and the lack of 
strong advocacy for the building.

“Older buildings need a lot 
more TLC,” he said, “and we — 
housing — should give more em-
phasis to that than we have in the 

past where we have treated them 
all the same.” (TLC stands for 
“tender love and care.”)

Cummings added that “for a 
long time, graduate communities 
were able to function by them-
selves.” Asked to compare with 
what would happen in commer-
cial apartments, Cummings spec-
ulated that “they would not be 
getting this level of give and take,” 
before adding that DSL has a duty 
to Eastgate residents due to their 
status as MIT students.

Cummings hoped MIT stu-
dents would get invited in these 
conversations earlier: “they love 
to solve problems… When we got 
to that point in the conversation, 
that was great! It was brilliant!”

The installation of the trans-
former near Eastgate will substi-
tute for the loss of another trans-
former a few buildings away.

In order to make up the lost 
space, MIT Investment Manage-
ment Company, the building’s 
owner, is also renovating the 
courtyard with input from a com-
munity committee in what they 
call “a multiple hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars improvement to 
the site.”

The playground redesign 
pushes the fence line back and is 
estimated to cancel out the space 
loss. The new design will focus on 
improving the current experience 
of residents who use the space for 
barbecues and movie nights, and 
will be able to accommodate mul-
tiple parties at a time.

wellbeing, said.
Students must declare a leave of 

absence within ten days of the regis-
tration date of the term they would 
like to take off. A student planning 
to take spring semester off, for ex-
ample, would have to declare their 
intention to do so by Feb. 16.

But once a student has decided 
to take leave, the rest of the process 
is straightforward: it entails filling 
out an online form (available on 
the S3 website) with a name, course 
number, and a few other details. The 
final question (which isn’t marked 
required) asks what the student 
plans to do on leave. In all, it took 
this reporter one minute and 14 
seconds to fill out the form. Had I 
pressed ‘submit,’ I could theoreti-
cally be spending the next year away 
from MIT, doing conceivably any-

thing. Tempting.
In addition to the form, students 

will also have to make arrangements 
with the financial aid office and can-
cel their housing for the semesters 
away. This can  be done in consul-
tation with S3 deans, who can help 
guide students through the process.

Notably, while consultation with 
S3 deans is encouraged, approval is 
not required.

Returning from a leave of ab-
sence is similarly straightforward: 
the form (also online at the S3 web-
site) asks whether the student will 
be requesting housing in a dorm or 
an FSILG, and students can fill in a 
description of what they’ve done 
during their leave. Otherwise, it’s 
identical to the leave request form.

To return in the fall semester, the 
form must be submitted by June 15; 
that deadline is Nov. 15 to return in 
the spring semester.

Solution to Crossword
from page 3

cider.
The apple juice dispenser in Mc-

Cormick’s dining hall was marked as 
out of order Wednesday morning. 
No apple cider, however, was to be 
found.

After contacting MIT Environ-
ment Health and Safety, Cummings 
confirmed to The Tech that “the 
water used by MIT from the City of 
Cambridge is tested regularly and 
has an arsenic level significantly 
lower than the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s standards for 
drinking water.”

Bon Appetit is currently work-

ing with their suppliers to find any 
potential cause for elevated arsenic 
levels, checking product quality, de-
livery, and machine function.

“The arsenic in apple juice is 
usually caused by the grinding of the 
seeds when preparing the pulp con-
centrate because apple seeds tend 
to have naturally-occurring arsenic,” 
Majluf wrote in an email to Lauren 
Patterson, general manager of Bon 
Appetit. “Also, this was a prelimi-
nary test with one sample for a class, 
which means it’s hardly evidence for 
a major issue.”

Students can email foodstuff@
mit.edu with any dining-related 
questions or concerns.

Mass spec results 
from juice sample 
are just preliminary 
Arsenic in apple juice is natural, 
often caused by grinding of seeds 
Apple juice, from Page 1

Leave request form 
does not take long 
to complete, submit 
S3 can help with financial aid and 
with canceling campus housing 

Mailing list confusion caused 
issues for communication
MITIMCo promises courtyard renovations that 
make up for space lost due to new transformer 

Leave, from Page 1

Eastgate, from Page 1

MIT will continue to ban marijuana despite passage 
of question 4

MIT will continue to ban the 
use of marijuana on campus or 
at institute-sponsored events, 
despite the passage of the Massa-
chusetts Marijuana Legalization 
Initiative last week.

The initiative, also known as 
Question 4, was supported by 
53.57 percent of voters who an-
swered the question on the Mas-
sachusetts election ballot.

The new law permits residents 

over 21 to possess up to 10 ounces 
of marijuana in their homes and 
up to one ounce in public. The 
law also allows residents to grow 
up to six marijuana plants in their 
home. The law will take effect 
Dec. 15.

MIT, however, “must adhere to 
federal statutes — the Drug-Free 
Workplace Act and the Drug-Free 
Schools and Communities Act,” 
Suzy Nelson, vice president of 

student life, wrote in a statement 
to The Tech.

The Division of Student Life is 
“working with the Committee on 
Student Life and the Mind and 
Hand Book Policy Review Com-
mittee to determine if any clarifi-
cations to our current policies are 
necessary in light of last week’s 
passage of question four in Mas-
sachusetts,” she added.

—Vivian Zhong
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By Jordan Benjamin
STAFF METEOROLOGIST

Clear skies and abundant 
sunshine will bring moder-
ate temperatures and calm 
winds to the region through 
this weekend. High tempera-
tures will remain slightly above 
normal in the upper 50s in 
advance of an incoming low 
pressure system from the west. 
That system will be this year’s 
first significant winter storm in 
the continental United States 
and is poised to bring heavy 
snowfall and possible blizzard 
conditions to much of the High 
Plains and Upper Mississippi 
Valley. In conjunction, a cold 

front will sweep across the cen-
tral and eastern United States, 
bringing a chance of show-
ers followed by much cooler 
weather to most locations.

Unfortunately, the system 
is not expected to bring signifi-
cant rainfall to the southeast-
ern United States where wild-
fires continue to burn as an 
extreme drought intensifies its 
grip on the region. In the trop-
ics, a weak disturbance is ex-
pected to possibly develop into 
a possible depression over the 
next few days as it meanders in 
the western Caribbean Sea, but 
it is not expected to become a 
significant threat to land prior 
to dissipating.

Sunny and calm locally; 
first winter storm in U.S.

40°N

35°N

30°N

25°N

70
°W

60
°W

65
°W

75
°W

80
°W

85
°W

90
°W

95
°W

10
0°W

10
5°W

11
0°W

11
5°W

12
0°W

12
5°W

13
0°W

Fog

Thunderstorm

Haze

Weather Systems

High Pressure

Low Pressure

Hurricane

Weather Fronts

Trough

Warm Front

Cold Front

Stationary Front

Showers

Light

Moderate

Heavy

Snow Rain
Precipitation Symbols

Compiled by MIT
Meteorology Staff

and The Tech 

Other Symbols

1023

996

998

1000

1021

Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Thursday, November 17, 2016
Extended Forecast
Today: Mostly Sunny. High around 58 °F (14 °C). Winds NW 

at around 10 mph.
Tonight: Mostly Clear. High around 43 °F (6 °C). Winds N at 

5-10 mph.
Tomorrow: Sunny. High around 57 °F (44 °C). Low around 

44 °F (7 °C). Winds N at 5-10 mph.
Saturday: Sunny. High around 55 °F (15 °C). Low around 45 

°F (7 °C). Winds E at around 5 mph.
Sunday: Chance of showers. High around 52 °F (11 °C).

WEATHER

MIT Blood Drive
Sponsored by ARCTAN

Give Life …
Give Blood.

Mon. 11/21, 8am - 6pm
Tue. 11/22, 8am - 6pm

La Sala,

Student Center

For more information or to make an 
appointment, visit:
http://web.mit.edu/blood-drive/www/

It is MIT policy to allow employees time off 
with pay to donate blood at the drives that are 
sponsored on campus.

Blood Drives are sponsored by ARCTAN, MIT’s 
American Red Cross Team and Network.

American Red Cross

Lessons learned and next steps
The Struggle Against Terrorism 

MIT 66-110 Landau Building

TUES,  NOV 22
4:30 pm to 6:00 pm

Sarah Sewall, Under Secretary for Civilian Security, 
Democracy, and Human Rights
US Department of State

SPEAKER:

http://cis.mit.edu | starrforum@mit.edu | free and open to the public 

M I T  C E N T E R  F O R  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  S T U D I E S
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SPORTS BLITZ
Co-ed sailing won the Atlantic 

Coast championship for the first time 
in program history. Ty Ingram ’18 and 
Sameena Shaffeeullah ’19 placed sec-
ond in division A while  Paige Omura 
’17 and Trevor Long ’19 clinched top 
spot in division B.

Women’s basketball (1-0)  got off 
to a winning start with a 74-61 victory 
over Endicott College. Maude Gull ’19 
led the Engineers with 24 points.

Men’s basketball (1-0) began its 
season with a 69-57 victory over Bride-
water State. Bradley Jomard ’19 led the 
team in points, rebounds, and assists.

Squash (3-0) swept Bryant and 
Lehigh to rack up 3 straight sweeps to 
begin the season.

By Souparno Ghosh
SPORTS STAFF

The MIT women’s soccer team 
closed out a record-breaking sea-
son with 1-0 loss to Middlebury 

College in the first 
round of the NCAA 
playoffs. The En-
gineers recorded 
a program-high 17 
victories this season, 
scoring in all but the 

first and last games of the season. 
MIT finished runners-up in the 
New England Women’s and Men’s 
Athletic Conference (NEWMAC) 
tournament after tying for first 
place in the regular season.

Individually, forward Olivia 
Struckman ’18 won the NEWMAC 
player of the year award, to cap off a 
season where she tied for the most 
goals on the team (eight) in addi-
tion to six  assists. Goalie Lauren 
Ullmann ’17 set a program record 
for the most wins (54) in a career.

The Engineers came into the 
season fired up, following last sea-
son’s heartbreaking loss via penal-
ty shootout in the NEWMAC tour-
nament semifinals. Things didn’t 
quite go according to plan follow-
ing a tough 2-1 in loss in double 
overtime to WPI in the season’s 
first conference game.

“Glad that it happened early 
on because it brought us closer as 

a team. We realized we needed to 
bring a certain amount of energy 
to each game. We were fighting for 
each other. We were able overcome 
that early loss and turn our season 
around,” Struckman reflected on 
that loss.

The turnaround was quick and 
ushered in a dominant stretch 
for the Engineers, where they 
won seven in a row including six 
straight shutouts. While an expe-
rienced defense anchored by Ull-
mann between the sticks brought 
stability to the team, the signature 
of the team had to be fireworks 
produced by the “fantastic four-
wards” —  Struckman, Montana 
Reilly ’20, Emily Berzolla ’20, and 

Amy Apostol ’19.
The formidable four were re-

sponsible for more than half of the 
54 goals the Engineers managed 
over the course of the season at a 
rate of 2.25 goals per game.

“It was a lot of fun,” Struckman 
remarked about playing together. 
“We are very different players with 
different styles of play. “It’s cool 
that no defense can prepare for 
one style of play. I haven’t seen that 
much variety of attack on this team 
in the past.”

The one frontier that remained 
insurmountable for the Engineers 
was the NEWMAC championship. 
Nemesis from earlier on in the sea-
son, WPI, managed to get the bet-

ter of MIT once again.
“There is less room for error. 

You only get one chance.   Any 
team can win — it is just who wants 
it more,” Struckman said, when 
asked what the team learned from 
the experience of having played in 
the knockout tournament.

There will be plenty to look for-
ward to in the coming season as 
the Engineers look to conquer the 
final frontier. The “fantastic four-
wards” will all be back. Not that the 
attack needed to be sharper, but 
Allie Hrabchak ’18, the team leader 
in goals and NEWMAC rookie of 
the year in 2015 will be back too, 
having missed significant a portion 
of this season with injury.

WSOC

Forwards lead the way as women’s soccer breaks 
program record for most wins in one season

By Daniel J. Newman
SPORTS STAFF

Both the MIT men’s and women’s cross 
country teams won the New England Re-
gional Championship at Westfield State 

University on Saturday, earn-
ing automatic bids to the 
Division III Cross Country 
Championships this Satur-
day in Louisville, Kentucky.

The women’s team was 
led by Megan McCandless 

’20, who finished second overall and con-
tinued her amazing debut season. Leandra 
Zimmerman ’19 and Maryann Gong ’17 
finished in 11th and 12th place, respective-
ly. Christina Wicker ’17 and Mary Eccles ’18 
rounded out the top five for the Engineers, 
finishing in 18th and 25th, respectively. The 
Engineers narrowly edged out Williams 
and Tufts to take home the championship.

The men’s team was spearheaded by 
the duo of Matthew Deyo ’16 and Dennis 
Maloney ’19, as they finished second and 
fourth overall, respectively. Rory Beyer ’17 

had a strong race coming back from injury 
and finished in 13th place. The top five was 
rounded out by Ben Freed ’18 and Daniel 
Weiss ’19 with finishes of 43rd and 48th 
place. 

This gave the Engineers 110 points, 
which tied Williams for first place. Howev-
er, the Engineers won the head-to-head via 
the tie-breaker. Because the first three run-
ners for MIT (2nd, 4th, and 13th) finished 
ahead of the first three runners for Wil-
liams (6th, 12th, and 28th), MIT won the 
tie-breaker and were crowned champions.

CROSS COUNTRY

Women's and men's cross country 
teams win regional championships

WANTED

For more information, please contact sports@the-tech.mit.edu

sports·writ·er(s)
/ˈspôrtsˌrīdərs/
noun
noun: sports writers
journalists who write about sports.
No prior experience needed! Just an interest in sports. And probably writing.

PING XU—THE TECH

The Triathlon Team celebrated The Tech’s anniversary with swim relay 135 laps during the Wednesday 
practice.

Solution to Sudoku
from page 3

Solution to Techdoku
from page 3

8 2 6 7 5 3 1 4 9
3 7 5 4 9 1 8 6 2
4 1 9 2 8 6 3 5 7
5 6 4 8 7 9 2 1 3
7 3 2 1 6 5 4 9 8
9 8 1 3 2 4 6 7 5
1 4 7 5 3 8 9 2 6
6 5 8 9 1 2 7 3 4
2 9 3 6 4 7 5 8 1

6 2 5 3 4 1
5 1 4 2 3 6
4 6 3 1 2 5
2 4 1 5 6 3
1 3 6 4 5 2
3 5 2 6 1 4

Do you like doodling during class? 
Are your psets covered with drawings? 
If so, become a Tech Illustrator!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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