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Students write their fears and hopes on posters adorning the columns in Lobby 7 after Trump wins the 
presidential election. 
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GO LOOK AT ART
At the MFA. You really 
needed to be told that. 

ARTS, p. 10

ROMEO AND JULIET
Two people fall in love, 
you’ll never guess what 
happens next.

ARTS, p. 11

DONALD TRUMP IS PRESIDENT
Read the reaction. OPINION, p. 6

NOT SO COMPOSTABLE
It’s more complicated than you think. 
OPINION, p. 7

FOREIGN PHYSICS
Working in a research 
lab in Russia. 

CAMPUS LIFE, p. 13

IN SHORT
 
Cosi in Kendall Square has 
closed.

Alan Davidson, head of 
Google’s Public Policy, will 
speak at the second UA Uncon-
ventional Alumni Speaker event 
today at 5 p.m. in room 4-237. 

Shuttle service to Logan Air-
port will be provided for the 
Thanksgiving Break for $15.  

Send news and tips to news@
tech.mit.edu.

 TRUMP ELECTED 45TH PRESIDENT: WHAT COMES NEXT? 

Hope, fear featured 
in Lobby 7 gathering 
after Trump elected 
MIT GOP group warns members 

of verbal attacks in the coming days
By Vivian Zhong

NEWS EDITOR

U.S. presidents may come and go, 
but MIT will always be a place where 
people “work together to make a bet-
ter world,” President L. Rafael Reif 
wrote in an email to the MIT commu-
nity yesterday night.

Wednesday morning, following 
the election of Donald J. Trump to 
American presidency,  posters bear-
ing the words “Share Your Hopes” and 
“Share Your Fears” appeared around 
the pillars in Lobby 7. Throughout the 
day, the dome-capped hall thronged 
with members of the MIT commu-
nity, writing and reading the thoughts 
displayed on the columns.

These thought-spaces were the 
initiative of Caroline Mak ’18, who 
together with friends realized shortly 

after midnight on Wednesday that 
the MIT community would need a 
cathartic medium for expressing their 
reactions to the results of the presi-
dential election.

Mak said that being at the watch 
party organized by the MIT Demo-
crats Club on election night was re-
ally helpful in motivating her to act. “I 
pushed myself to accept it faster than 
I would have on my own. I wanted to 
be prepared,” she said.

“People were breaking down and 
crying and it was really stressful,” Mak 
added. The posters were originally in-
tended to simply be a sign welcoming 
passersby to a post-election gather-
ing of students, but eventually they 
got the idea to use it as a venue for 
people to share their thoughts. Chris 

New House to be fully renovated, 
Houses 1, 2 will be open 2017-18
Renovations to finish Aug. ’19, staggered over 2 phases

By Rose Wang

Planners from the Office of 
Campus Planning and MIT Capi-
tal Projects groups have recom-
mended that MIT fully renovate 
and repair New House instead of 
rebuilding it, Chancellor Cynthia 
Barnhart PhD ’88 and Vice Presi-
dent of Student Life Suzy Nelson 
informed New House residents in 
an email Sunday.

A feasibility study carried out 
by the planners determined that 
rebuilding would result in sig-
nificantly higher costs than reno-
vation. A staggered renovation 
schedule, devised by Jag Patel, di-
rector of special projects in the of-
fice of the chancellor, will permit 
Houses 1 and 2 to remain open 
for the upcoming academic year, 

relieving some of the relocation 
pressure.

The Enrollment Management 
Group has determined that MIT 
will not need to lower the number 
of freshmen that it accepts to the 
Class of 2021 as a result of the par-
tial closure of New House.

Houses 3 through 6 will un-
dergo extensive heating and cool-
ing system repairs, but repairs for 
House 3 will not take place while 
students are living in Houses 1 
and 2. The renovation work will 
start in June 2017 and is estimated 
to end in August 2019. Each house 
will need two summers and a full 
academic year for reconstruction.

Current House 2 residents will 
move out at the end of the year, 
with German House and French 
House residents moving in for a 

year while their own residence 
sections, Houses 5 and 6, under-
go construction. After Houses 3 
through 6 finish renovation, work 
will begin on Houses 1 and 2.

“We’ve found a home for all 
these groups in New House. What 
we’re now working on with the 
matching is what kind of things 
should happen in the house that’s 
hosting New House which could 
make it a better experience for 
them,” said Nelson in an interview 
with The Tech.

The Division of Student Life has 
assured that they will be able to 
accommodate all New House resi-
dents based on the results from a 
survey that was sent around the 
dorm. Cultural houses and other 

JULIA M. FIKSINSKI

Jimmy Handy ‘18, Peter Downs ‘18, and Sarah Melvin ‘18 pose 
behind a cake at the Senior House Centennial this Saturday, Nov. 5. 
Senior House alumni Mark Feldmeier ‘96, Melinda Cross, and Zach Bar-
ryte made the cake to commemorate the occasion.

Forecasters failed to call the 2016 
election; here’s why the data failed
Experts cite ‘overselling of precision’ as part of the problem

By Steve Lohr and Natasha 
Singer

NEW YORK TIMES

It was a rough night for num-
ber crunchers. And for the faith 
that people in every field — busi-
ness, politics, sports and academia 
— have increasingly placed in the 
power of data.

Donald Trump’s victory ran 
counter to almost every major fore-
cast — undercutting the belief that 
analyzing reams of data can accu-

rately predict events. Voters demon-
strated how much predictive ana-
lytics, and election forecasting in 
particular, remains a young science: 
Some people may have been misled 
into thinking Hillary Clinton’s win 
was assured because some of the 
forecasts lacked context explaining 
potentially wide margins of error.

“It’s the overselling of precision,” 
said Dr. Pradeep Mutalik, a research 
scientist at the Yale Center for Medi-
cal Informatics, who had calculated 
that some of the vote models could 

be off by 15 percent to 20 percent.
Virtually all the major vote 

forecasters, including Nate Silver’s 
FiveThirtyEight site, The New York 
Times’ Upshot and the Princeton 
Election Consortium, put Clinton’s 
chances of winning in the 70 per-
cent to 99 percent range.

The election prediction business 
is one small aspect of a far-reaching 
change across industries that have 
increasingly become obsessed with 

New House, Page 12

Election, Page 14

Election Data, Page 12

BOYCOTT!

Seniors might consider boy-
cotting the senior gift until the 
moratorium on freshmen at Se-
nior House is lifted.

“What do people think about 
withholding their gifts until Se-
nior Haus has freshmen again 
on its terms?” Marcus S. Boorst-
in ’17 asked on the class Face-
book page.

He posited that that particu-
lar form of protest might actu-
ally cause change since “the MIT 
Corporation actually listens to 
money.”
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Extended Forecast
Today: Mostly sunny with a high around 53°F (12°C). NW winds at 

around 10 mph changing to SW in the afternoon.
Tonight: Partly cloudy with a low around 44°F (7°C). SW winds at 

around 10 mph.
Tomorrow: Mostly sunny and breezy with NW winds at 15-20 mph. 

High 57°F (14°C).
Saturday: Sunny with a high around 44°F (7°C)
Sunday: Sunny with a high around 54°F (12°C).

WEATHER

By Erik Lindgren
STAFF METEOROLOGIST

A cold front swept through the 
area on Wednesday, and it will be 
followed by high pressure and most-
ly clear skies on Thursday. The high 
pressure system over Montana and 
low pressure system over southern 
Hudson Bay will both shift east dur-
ing Veterans Day, and the cyclonic 
flow from the low pressure system 
will bring us cold air from the north-
west. This cold front is expected 
to pass through the area on Friday 
evening and give us temperatures 
close to freezing on Friday night, 
and low temperatures on Saturday. 
The southeastward moving high 
pressure system will build up dur-

ing its passage over the Great Lakes 
early Saturday, and the westerly flow 
caused by it will bring dry, warmer 
air into the area on Sunday. Ex-
pect mostly clear skies throughout 
the weekend. The dry air and clear 
skies are expected to persist through 
Tuesday.

Except for Friday night and Sat-
urday, the temperatures are normal 
for this time of year: climatological 
mean high and low temperatures are 
53°F and 40°F, respectively. While we 
experienced more rain than usual in 
October, the yearly accumulation is 
significantly lower than climatology: 
27 compared to 37 inches. This is still 
far from the lowest recorded precip-
itation accumulation at this time of 
year, which was 20.27 inches in 1965.
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Thursday, November 10, 2016

Clear and cold weather 
during the weekend

INVESTING      ADVICE      BANKING      RETIREMENT

YOUR WALLET WON’T 
 KNOW YOU RETIRED.
You could get over 90% of your income and maintain 
 your lifestyle in retirement. Start now at TIAA.org/results

Retirement income depends on asset allocation decisions and income strategies chosen during accumulation and retirement phases. Results based on our analysis of participants 
in TIAA employer-sponsored retirement plans. TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC. TIAA-CREF products are subject to market and other risk factors. C32708

CREATED TO SERVE. 

BUILT TO PERFORM.
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End 2016 on 
a High Note.
At this busy time of year, we could all use a little help!  
Use your MIT Federal Credit Union Visa® credit card for new 
purchases, cash advances, or balance transfers and you will 
automatically be entered to win a cash prize of $2,016!* 
 
Don’t have an MIT FCU Visa® credit card yet? Apply today.
It’s the perfect card to get you through every season. 

Visit mitfcu.org/highnote2016 for more details. 

Federally insured by NCUA. 

Call: 617-253-2845 | Click: mitfcu.org | Visit: Cambridge: 700 Technology Square (NE48); Student Center (W20-116)

* Members who use their MITFCU Visa credit card for posted aggregate total value of $500 or greater within the calendar month of November OR December 2016 will be automatically 
entered to win $2,016. It can be for new purchases, cash advances or balance transfers only. All transactions must be posted by Monday, December 31, 2016. The winner will be selected 
in random drawings January 4, 2017 from all eligible entries. Open to all U.S. residents who are eighteen (18) years of age or older at the time of entry. Visa is a registered trademark and 
not a sponsor of this promotion. O�er void where prohibited. Visit mitfcu.org for o�cial sweepstake rules.

COLLABORATIVE.
CONNECTED.

IVY.

An emerging leader in law and technology,  
Penn Law o�ers innovative joint degrees along  

with cutting-edge research programs that  
integrate law and science. Penn Law prepares you  

for a rewarding career, wherever your path takes you.

Visit or contact us at:
http://bit.ly/pennlaw-mit  |  pennlaw-mit@law.upenn.edu

Meet Penn Law Admissions sta
 when we’re in Boston:

Friday, Nov. 11, 2016
Boston Marriott Copley Place  |  110 Huntington Ave.  |  1:00-6:00 p.m.
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Solution to Corgi
from page 4

Solution to Labrador
from page 5

Solution to Shiba Inu
from page 4
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2 1 6 5 3 4
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5 4 3 2 6 1
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5 1 2 4 9 3 6 8 7
8 4 3 5 6 7 1 9 2
6 5 4 7 3 9 2 1 8
3 7 1 2 5 8 4 6 9
2 8 9 6 1 4 3 7 5

Solution to Wing It
from page 5

living groups that wish to stay 
together are likely to remain to-
gether in their new dorms.

DSL has determined that there 
will be enough space in cook-
for-yourself dorms, such as East 
Campus and Burton Conner, to 
accommodate all groups that 
wish to live in a cook-for-yourself 
dorm.

DSL is also willing to review, 
on a case by case basis, situations 
where students would like to stay 
with their friend groups in dining 
dorms but cannot afford a meal 
plan.

“We’ve been going around and 
talking to all the dorms to figure 
out what are the expectations 
and reasonable standards for any 
dorm,” Nelson added. “East Cam-
pus has fairly large singles [of over 
180 square feet], but the thing that 
also has to be factored in is how 
many bathrooms, sinks, fixtures, 
graduate student apartments are 
there, things that we would say 
enhance the quality of life.”

The Architectural Principles 
committee previously deter-
mined that the 90 sq ft should be 
the minimum amount of room 
space allotted per student.

McCormick Hall will remain 
all-female, as mandated by its 
founding charter. The dorm will 
be expecting either small groups 
of female New House residents or 
additional freshmen.

DSL intends to offer improve-

ments to dorms who take in New 
House students. Possibilities be-
ing considered include adding 
new GRT apartments, kitchens, 
and lounges.

Campus dorm representa-
tives have created groups includ-
ing the W70 New House Reno-
vation Planning Group and the 
New Residences Working Group 
Committee to actively engage the 
MIT community throughout the 
beginning stages of this housing 
change. They are meant to facili-
tate relocation planning, identify 
areas for improvements as well as 
represent residents from various 
dorms.

DSL has requested that dorm 
heads of house and exec work 
with their residents in coming 
up with a preliminary plan for 
welcoming and accommodat-
ing New House residents around 
mid-November. Nelson hopes to 
be able to give New House resi-
dents a sense of their re-housing 
options before the Thanksgiving 
break.

Nelson commented on how 
“open and nice and kind” stu-
dents have been in dealing with 
the situation, praising their will-
ingness to “roll up their sleeves 
and think about creative ways to 
welcome New House students.”

More information about the 
logistics and general housing 
guidelines can be found in the 
Architectural Principles for MIT 
Undergraduate Residences  re-
port available online.

Staggered fix will 
reduce the crunch
Some Houses will stay together
New House, from Page 1

data, the value of it and the potential 
to mine it for cost-saving and profit-
making insights. It is a behind-the-
scenes technology that quietly drives 
everything from the ads that people 
see online to billion-dollar acquisi-
tion deals.

All kinds of companies and insti-
tutions use data quietly and behind 
the scenes to make predictions about 
human behavior. But only occasion-
ally — as with Tuesday’s election re-
sults — do consumers get a glimpse 
of how these formulas work and the 
extent to which they can go wrong.

This week’s failed election predic-
tions suggest that the rush to exploit 
data may have outstripped the ability 
to recognize its limits.

The danger, data experts say, 
lies in trusting the data analysis too 
much without grasping its limita-
tions and the potentially flawed as-
sumptions of the people who build 
predictive models.

The technology can be, and is, 
enormously useful. “But the key 
thing to understand is that data sci-
ence is a tool that is not necessarily 
going to give you answers, but prob-
abilities,” said Erik Brynjolfsson, 
a professor at the Sloan School of 
Management at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology.

Brynjolfsson said that people 
often do not understand that if the 
chance that something will happen 
is 70 percent, that means there is a 30 
percent chance it will not occur. The 
election performance, he said, is “not 

really a shock to data science and sta-
tistics. It’s how it works.”

Silver, the founder of FiveThir-
tyEight, did not immediately re-
spond to an email seeking com-
ment. Amanda Cox, the editor of 
The Upshot, and Wang of the Princ-
eton Election Consortium said state 
polling errors were largely to blame 
for the underestimates of Trump’s 
chances of winning.

“If we could go back to the world 
of reporting being about the can-
didates and the parties and the is-
sues at stake instead of the incessant 
coverage of every little blip in the 
polls, we would all be better off,” said 
Thomas E. Mann, an election expert 
at the Brookings Institution. “They 
are addictive, and it takes the eye off 
the ball.”

Trump beat the odds and won
Data science doesn’t give answers, but probabilities
Election Data, from Page 1
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Peterson, assistant director at MIT 
Admissions, and President Reif both 
offered their support.

“My hope for this was to allow 

people to have a moment to talk 
about it, to have a moment to listen 
and process,” Mak said. “There are 
Trump supporters on here, writ-
ing that they hope for that too. They 
came by and they were visibly shak-

en because they’d never seen this 
before.”

Mak also highlighted that it is 
imperative for liberals and Demo-
crats to not disregard the opinions 
and perspectives of Trump support-

ers as invalid simply because the 
former consider the latter racist or 
sexist.

“If Clinton had won, do you think 
we’d be having these conversations 
about their genuine concerns?” she 
pointed out. “I wouldn’t.”

“That’s democracy at work,” she 
asserted. “They felt like they weren’t 
being heard. And now they’re being 
heard, for better or worse, at the ex-
pense of a lot of people being afraid. 
And I believe everyone should be 
heard... we need to have construc-
tive dialogue.”

The posters sported a range of 
statements, from  “Thank you Hill-
ary Clinton!” and “Hopeful that we 
won’t give up!” to “Make America 
Great Again” and “I hope weed stays 
legal.”

In addition to the posters, the 
MIT Puppy Lab relocated their 
weekly therapy dog session to Lobby 
7 by request of MIT’s MindHear-
tHand Initiative.

The Tech also reached out to the 
MIT Democrats Club and the MIT 
Republican Club (MITGOP) for 
comment.

In an email to The Tech, MIT 
Democrats co-president Davi da 
Silva G said that he was “completely 
disgusted, but trying to look ahead 
to the work we have to do now.”

Jonathan Hurowitz ’18, president 
of MITGOP, wrote, “With a Republi-
can government in both chambers 
of Congress and the presidency, 
as well as a likely conservative Su-
preme Court, I am looking forward 
to the enactment of several years 
of proactive, common-sense legis-
lation as well as the repeal and re-
placement of hurtful measures like 
Obamacare and the Iran deal.”

In an email to the club, Hurowitz 
wrote: “As Republicans, and many of 
you, Donald Trump voters, you may 
be verbally attacked or harassed in 
the upcoming week. Please take the 
high road and remember to be civil 
to your peers.”

Before being revived by co-presi-
dents Davi da Silva G, Caroline Mak 
’18, and Adam Hasz G, MIT Demo-
crats had been inactive for over a 
decade. MITGOP has been active on 
and off since 2003.

“There’s more political engage-
ment at MIT than people think,” 
da Silva said in an interview with 
The Tech before polls closed Tues-

day night. He and his co-presidents 
brought back MIT Democrats to 
provide busy students who are inter-
ested in politics with “something to 
just plug into,” allowing them focus 
their efforts and get involved with 
the campaign without needing to 
expend too much time and effort.

There’s also a social aspect to 
the club, which da Silva hopes will 
help foster an atmosphere of ac-
ceptance, rather than antagonism, 
toward  conservatives on a liberal 
campus in a liberal state.

In a similar vein, Hurowitz said 
that he hopes “the political atmo-
sphere at MIT will be more open to 
positive, political discussion,” noting 
that he and other Republicans have 
at times been afraid to openly voice 
their political opinions.

Hurowitz estimated that 18 per-
cent of the MIT community consid-
ers themselves conservative, and 
that roughly 90 percent of MITGOP 
members may have supported 
Trump over Clinton.

Last weekend as well as on Elec-
tion Day, MIT Democrats arranged 
an MIT trip to southern New Hamp-
shire, in coordination with the Clin-
ton campaign office next to Tosca-
nini’s. Da Silva said that about 15 
students went on Saturday to knock 
on doors of pre-identified Clinton 
supporters or likely supporters.

The volunteers’ job was to en-
courage supporters in the swing 
state to commit to actually voting. 
Their job was not to convince Trump 
supporters or undecided voters.

The MITGOP did not endorse 
a candidate or explicitly organize 
campaigning efforts, according to 
Hurowitz, but he himself “passed 
on a substantial number of vol-
unteer opportunities for Donald 
Trump in MA and NH.”

“My general reaction now is that I 
feel betrayed,” a student at the Lobby 
7 gathering, who wished to remain 
anonymous, told The Tech. “This 
is not what I was promised about 
America. I never thought I would 
wake up and feel unsafe and that I 
would feel afraid for my friends.”

Around 11 p.m. Wednesday, 
a man walked down Lobby 7 
and tore two of the “Share Your 
Hopes” posters.

A few professors granted exten-
sions on psets in response to elec-
tion results.

Election, from Page 1

 
A conversation with 

Janet Mock
Tuesday, November 15, 5:30pm
Kirsch Auditorium (32-123)

Meet the author of Redefining Realness 

RESERVE YOUR SPOT:

libraries.mit.edu/mit-reads

MITReadsAuthorEventTechAd.indd   1 10/19/16   11:40 AM

Nov 17, 2016  | 5:00 - 6:30
MIT 3-270  | 33 Mass Ave, Cambridge

cis.mit.edu | starrforum@mit.edu | free and open to the public | books sold at event
M I T  C E N T E R  F O R  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  S T U D I E S

Therapy dogs join students in Lobby 7 gathering
MIT Democrats recognize they need to listen: ‘that’s democracy at work,’ Mak said

Know 
something 

important we 
should write 

about?

(We probably 
don’t know 

about it.)

Let us know.

news@tech.mit.edu
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[1755] Old Days

Lot of drama in those days, including constant efforts to force the “Reflections on Trusting Trust” guy into retirement so we 
could stop being so paranoid about compilers.

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Shiba Inu
Solution, page 12

4 6 9
1 7 6

3 5 2 7
9 1 5 4

4 3
8 3 5 9

4 7 2 1
2 4 9

9 7 5

Corgi
Solution, page 12

240× 6×

18+ 216×

3 6× 1−

2 6+

48× 2 18+

5 1−

by Jorge Cham
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Wing It by Carolyn Stewart
Solution, page 12

ACROSS
1 Tweak, as a bill
6 Play groups
11 Eminent authority
14 Café reading
15 Musical group or work
16 Carnival city
17 Next level
19 Hieroglyphics symbol
20 Former World #1 golfer
21 “Regular” guy
22 Amp toters
24 Sharp critique
25 Bike part
26 NBA wingman (!) great
30 Work set in Troy
33 Are, to Giscard
34 Macbeth preposition
35 Justice who clerked for 

Thurgood
36 What some grills run on
37 Plow puller, perhaps
40 E. Germany, to natives
41 Promising place
43 Major wheat st.
44 Theresa May, e.g.
45 Petting zoo beast

46 Certain aerobat
48 Lee’s recluse
50 Neighbor of Mich.
51 Tricky position
53 Life of Pi name
54 Winery concern
57 New Haven alum
58 It’s often a sacrifice
61 Reality judge Goodman
62 Let loose
63 Out of this world
64 FDA-regulated amino acid
65 Paying riders
66 Social climbers

DOWN
1 Source of discomfort
2 Post to a box
3 Fractions of a joule
4 Indefinite ordinal
5 Wedding attendee
6 Manage
7 Knee MRI target
8 Didn’t blink
9 Timber projection
10 Less wobbly
11 Lewis and Clark’s “barking 

squirrel”
12 Upward slope
13 “Didn’t mean it!”
18 One taking things the 

wrong way
23 PC giant
24 Some varsity QBs
25 Like Pippi Longstocking
26 Constitutional
27 Ever
28 Trying again
29 Rolled-over thing
31 Violinist Rieu
32 Musical Hall of fame
37 Unenviable exchange
38 Frat letter
39 Two-thirds of a call for 

help
42 Latin “you love”
44 Wile E. Coyote purchase
46 Improving
47 Hidden agendas
49 Previous First Lady
51 Direct, to Variety
52 Encouraging words
53 Fosters
54 Continental prefix

55 Overly fluent
56 Smiley parts

59 Expense for a client
60 Place for a game table

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1–9. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Labrador
Solution, page 12

112× 18+ 90×

31+ 56× 2 4

1 54× 27+ 6−

4 72× 360× 1

45× 8 84× 6×

288× 28× 28+ 6−

21× 9+

30× 22+ 420×

2 4 6 72×
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 
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By Bennett McIntosh

For what it’s worth, most of America 
didn’t vote for Donald Trump. As of this 
writing, 200,000 more votes have been cast 
for Clinton than for Trump, with more than 
six million going to other candidates.

And for what it’s worth, most of America 
fears Donald Trump. Exit polls show fifty-
eight percent of voters were concerned or 
scared by the prospect of a Trump presi-
dency. Millions feared Donald Trump, yet 
voted for him anyway.

Although the majority of Americans 
feared a Trump presidency, those who were 
the reason for that fear are emboldened: 
white nationalist militias, hate groups like 
the KKK, the proudly self-proclaimed “de-
plorables” of the rising alt-Right. They will 
claim a mandate.

Of course, hate has no mandate – many 
who voted for Trump did so for many other 
reasons. To appoint a judge who would end 
a perceived massacre of the unborn. To 
protect guns or coal jobs that Democrats 
have caricatured as irredeemable foes. To 
give, as LA Times columnist Vincent Bevins 
said of both Brexit and Trump’s candidacy, 
“very wrong answers to legitimate ques-
tions that urban elites have refused to ask 
for thirty years.” In particular, who is ben-

efitting from globalization and economic 
growth, and what do we do for those left 
behind?

It is not only by their own failings that 
the elite organs of American democracy 
– government, journalism, science, and 
academia – have lost the faith of 60 million 

Trump voters (and many others besides). 
Terrorists, partisan press, climate denial-
ists, free-market zealots, and every other 
kind of cynic and Machiavellian have al-
ways found money or power in warping 
legitimate fears to sow division and doubt.

Now, let’s meet division with dialogue, 
doubt with faith. Have faith in your friends 
and family: perhaps love for an individual 
will overturn fear of the faceless other. Have 
faith in those who tell truth to power: per-
haps your ACLU donation or newspaper 
subscription will fuel a candle in the dark-

ness. Have faith in our democratic institu-
tions; run for office and fight with every re-
maining legal and democratic tool we have 
to protect others’ rights.

And religious faith? I long ago drifted 
from the Methodism of my childhood, but 
today I recall Christ’s and Wesley’s calls for 
radical love – a love of action, understand-
ing, and solidarity; a love of building bridg-
es and of fighting fiercely for your fellow 
human and your planet.

“Don’t mourn, fight like hell,” said 
Wednesday morning’s Mother Jones head-
line. Fight hate with radical love that says 
to immigrants, and refugees, and people 
of color, and religious minorities, and all 
who fear Trump’s America, “I will stand 
with you and defend your life, your rights, 
your humanity.” A radical love that says to 
those so disillusioned they thought Trump 
alone could fix it, “I will cross lines of 
state and class and religion to ensure that 
your voice is heard by more than hateful 
demagogues.”

There will always be men like Trump. 
There must always be many men and wom-
en who stand together – not uniform, but 
unified – to oppose them.

Bennett McIntosh is a Masters candi-
date in the Graduate Program in Science 
Writing.

Love (still) trumps hate

Fight hate with radical love that says to immigrants, 
and refugees, and people of color, and religious 
minorities, and all who fear Trump’s America, “I 
will stand with you and defend your life, your rights, 
your humanity.” 

Today I recall Christ’s and Wesley’s calls for 
radical love – a love of action, understanding, 
and solidarity; a love of building bridges and of 
fighting fiercely for your fellow human and your 
planet. 

By William Navarre and Katherine 
Nazemi

EDITORS

Americans voted in a legitimate elec-
tion Tuesday, and the result was that Don-
ald J. Trump will serve as the 45th presi-
dent of the United States.

We were shocked and disappointed 
by this outcome. Yesterday, we saw that 
many of our peers fear that their dignity 

and way of life will come under attack 
during Trump’s time in office.

For many of us, it is difficult to accept 
that the outcome of this process led to an 
outcome we believe is so truly harmful.

We weren’t the only ones surprised by 
the election. The New York Times suggest-
ed Tuesday morning that Hillary Clinton 
would win with probability 85 percent.

We understood this high probability 
to mean that our fellow citizens wished to 
live in an America that’s open, outward-
facing, welcoming, and that affords dig-
nity to everyone, and that they would 
reject Trump’s vision of a bigoted, fearful 
America that shirks its role as a leader on 
global issues.

Now that the election has been decid-
ed, we think some might be tempted to al-
low their respect for the process to realign 
their view of the outcome. The process is 
something we respect since it prescribes 
a method by which a diverse country can 
come to a conclusion after citizens hear 
arguments in the free marketplace of 
ideas.

And in this regard, the system worked 
on Tuesday. The algorithm provided an 

opportunity for Americans to express 
their view on who ought to be president. 
And that should be celebrated and re-
spected even now.

But we would like to suggest that this 
respect for the process does not compel 
you to support the substantive outcome, 
namely that Donald J. Trump is going to 
become president, or even to view that 
outcome neutrally. Trump will be pro-
posing legislation that will have concrete 
effect on you and your fellow citizens. 
Respecting the legitimacy of the process 
does not require complacency with those 
policy consequences.

In short, you are justified if you feel 
alarmed that a sufficient number of 
Americans chose Trump’s vision to make 
him president. It’s likely that many voted 
for Trump for reasons besides his most of-
fensive positions. But it seems that most 
of his voters must have at least overlooked 
his more bigoted attitudes.

Democracy does not end with the 
election of the president — the fight over 
good policy is supposed to continue. By 
continuing that fight, you are not subvert-
ing democracy, but are furthering it.

LETTERS FROM THE EDITORS

Respecting the process, opposing the 
outcome
Respect for process does not preclude objections to policy mandate

Democracy does not 
end with the election 
of the president — the 
fight over good policy is 
supposed to continue. 
By continuing that fight, 
you are not subverting 
democracy, but are 
furthering it.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Long term solution needed for MIT campus waste disposal
By Erin Reynolds

Approximately 100 billion pounds of food 
are thrown out every year, accounting for 30 
to 40 percent of the available food supply. 
The Environmental Protection Agency esti-
mates that food accounts for 21 percent of 
the waste sent to landfills and incinerators, 
the largest percentage for any single mate-
rial in the waste stream.

Food waste decomposes anaerobically 
in landfills, releasing methane, a potent 
greenhouse gas. Composting diverts food 
waste from landfills and turns it into a use-
ful product. Compost made from food waste 
is valuable to farmers and provides an envi-
ronmentally friendly alternative to artificial 
fertilizers.

However, the rate of composting in the 
United States remains abysmally low. In 
2013, only five percent of food waste was 
composted. In contrast, Austria composted 
34 percent of its municipal solid waste in 
2011. To address this problem, Massachu-
setts enacted an organics waste ban on or-
ganizations that generate more than one ton 
of food waste per week, including supermar-
kets and universities like MIT.

Recently, composting has become more 
difficult in the Boston area, and  MIT’s com-
posting rules have changed as a result. In 
previous years, napkins, compostable uten-
sils, cups, and dishware were compostable 
through MIT’s system. But as of this fall, 
only pure food waste is being accepted. That 
means if you throw a piece of compostable 
dishware or napkin into a green compost 
bin, the compost will be considered “con-
taminated” and will be sent to a landfill.

If you are outraged by this change in pol-
icy, you are not alone. UA Sustainability has 
spent the last few years trying to spread the 
use of compostable dishware across cam-
pus, and has now been forced to retract the 
program. Facilities is at a loss, and is work-
ing to find alternative solutions. To under-
stand why the composting rules at MIT have 
changed, it is necessary to step back and 
look at the wider context of composting in 
the Boston area.

This past summer, the composting facili-
ties that serve MIT stopped accepting com-
postable dishware and now only accept pure 
food waste. MIT’s compost is hauled by Ca-
sella Waste Systems Inc. and distributed to 
several facilities. Casella breaks MIT’s waste 
into two streams, Front of House and Back of 

House. Back of House compost is generated 
in the kitchens during food preparation, and 
consists of 100 percent food waste. Front of 
House compost includes the green bins in 
the infinite, Student Center, Stata, and din-
ing halls. These bins rely on students to ac-
curately sort waste, and tend to contain a 
higher percentage of compostable dishware 
and a higher percentage of contamination 
from trash. In the past, Casella sent Back of 
House compost directly to farms and sent 
Front of House compost to industrial com-
posting facilities. The compost needs to be 
separated because compostable dishware 
is more difficult to break down than food 
waste-- dishware requires higher tempera-
tures and ideally preprocessing steps which 
can only be attained at industrial compost-
ing facilities. When facilities in the Boston 
area stopped accepting compostable dish-
ware, there was nowhere for Casella to send 
MIT’s Front of House compost, and Casella 
was forced to send it to landfills.

But why did facilities stop accepting 
compostable dishware in the first place? 
The answer is not straightforward. The sup-
ply of compost and the demand for compost 
processing has risen much faster than the 
capacity of the composting facilities in the 
Northeast. As a result, there are plenty of 
places piloting compostable dishware pro-
grams, such as the local restaurant Clover or 
UA Sustainability’s own compostable dish-

ware program, but the infrastructure does 
not exist to process the compost stream. As 
the supply of compost increases relative to 
the demand for compost from the facilities, 
facilities can become choosier about what 
type of compost they accept. Facilities would 
rather accept pure food waste than mixed 
compostable dishware and food because 
food breaks down more quickly and creates 
higher quality compost than mixed waste. 
Additionally, when compost includes com-
postable dishware it is more likely to contain 
contamination from non-biodegradable 
materials.

Clover and other businesses in Cam-
bridge are experiencing similar problems 
with composting. Clover switched to 100 
percent compostable packaging in 2010, 
a program that costs the company over 
$200,000 a year to maintain. Ayr Muir, Clo-
ver’s CEO, believed the cost was worth the 
environmental benefit. But in June 2016, 
Muir discovered that Save That Stuff (STS), 
the company that hauls Clover’s compost, 
had been throwing Clover’s compost in the 
trash. STS had broke its compost into two 
streams: dirty and clean. Clover was on the 
dirty route because its compost was some-
times contaminated with trash. STS sent the 
dirty compost to an industrial composting 
facility in central Massachusetts, WeCare 
Environmental.

Unfortunately, WeCare had a falling out 

with STS earlier this year. STS claimed that 
WeCare had become unreliable, while WeC-
are argued the STS had gone months with-
out paying fees. STS broke off relations with 
WeCare and declared that from this point 
forward it will only accept food scraps. STS 
is a prominent compost hauler the Boston 
area and this decision affects the fate of 
many local composting programs, including 
MIT’s. According to Adam Mitchell, a STS 
executive, the economics don’t make sense 
for the company to encourage customers to 
use compostable dishware. In his opinion, 
the risk of contamination does more envi-
ronmental harm than good.

However, Nora Goldstein of Biocycle 
magazine disagrees that accepting com-
postable dishware is a fundamental prob-
lem with the composting industry. She 
interviewed Carla Castagnero, president 
of AgRecycle, an organics collection and 
composting company in Pittsburgh. Accord-
ing to Castagnero, AgRecycle has been suc-
cessfully accepting compostable dishware in 
their compost for over a decade. She says her 
company has no magic secret, just a simple 
set of rules. They pre-grind their composta-
ble items (such as cups and cardboard) 
to decrease breakdown time, they ensure 
their piles reach the correct temperatures, 
and they work with their customers to em-
phasize appropriate signage and education 
to reduce contamination. AgRecycle found 
that accepting compostable dishware and 
Front of House collection increased food 
scrap capture by 78 percent. By refusing to 
accept compostable dishware, composting 
companies could be losing out on a huge 
portion of potential food scraps. There is 
hope for compostable dishware, but for the 
time being the Boston area seems to be step-
ping away from that direction.

Casella will “continue to monitor the 
marketplace for new facilities that might be 
able to accept these items in the future,” Ab-
bie Webbs, Sustainability Director of Casella 
said. As MIT and Casella work toward find-
ing a long-term solution to campus waste 
disposal, here are some steps you can take 
to help reduce waste in the meantime: use 
reusable utensils and dishware as often as 
possible, compost only food waste in the 
green bins around campus, and spread the 
word about the changes in our composting 
system.

Erin Reynolds is Publicity Chair for the 
UA Sustainability Committee.

ILLUSTRATION BY KEDI HU
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Election 2016
Some students reacted with shock, others with fear and sadness, and still others with hope after Tuesday’s 

election results. In Lobby 7, papers were hung on which students shared and responded to each others’ hopes 
and fears. 

TRISTAN HONSCHEID —THE TECH

EBER NOLASCO-MARTINEZ

EBER NOLASCO-MARTINEZ

LANDON CARTER —THE TECH

LENNY MARTINEZ —THE TECH

LENNY MARTINEZ —THE TECH
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By Ivy Li
STAFF WRITER

An evening listening to a solo piano recital by interna-
tionally renowned pianist Imogen Cooper is therapeutic for 
the soul. Cooper stepped out onto the stage, greeted warmly 
by applause. Her first piece, “The Virgin of Frydek” by Leoš 
Janácek, was performed with sublime tenderness, a sensitiv-
ity that is carried through her performance.

Where she really begins to shine is in portraying the differ-
ent sides of Robert Schumann’s Davidsbündlertänze. The 18 
pieces in the series are expressive of various characters, rather 
than written for dance as the name suggests. It is a touching, 
intimate expression inspired by Schumann’s relationship 
with his eventual wife Clara Wieck, with each piece describ-
ing one or both of the two personas, Florestan and Eusebius. 
The former symbolizes the headstrong side of Schumann’s 
character, while the latter expresses his gentler, poetic side.

Like in her other performances, the dichotomy of these 
characters is expressed distinctly, yet each piece never feels 
disjointed. One passage would flow into the next after a slight 
pause, with the atmosphere maintained  by the fleeting fi-
nal notes alone. As expected, her trademark lyricism shone 
through magnificently in the interplay between her hands, 
the stronger melody line carrying the piece’s emotions above 
the others’ delicate notes. The piano felt like it was singing, 

particularly in the charming passages that felt remarkably 
natural and brightly colored with her touch.

The series begins with “Lebhaft,” a lively yet warm in-
troduction that never sounded harsh from Cooper. In “Mit 
Humor,” the melody line shines with brilliance, but soon 
followed by “Ungeduldig,” the atmosphere grew richer and 
emphatic. In the piece “Einfach,” the gentler notes and the 
crescendos were performed elegantly with her soft touch. 
Her interpretation still feels understated, despite the range 
in dynamics, giving her performance a soothing quality. The 
piece “Frisch” is probably where her notes shone the most, as 
the harmony between the left and right hands was just capti-
vating with her style.

After the intermission, we move to Manuel de Falla’s Hom-
enaje, suitable as an introduction to Claude Debussy’s works 
after interlude. Cooper performs Debussy’s “La soiree dans 
Grenade” with the same expressive style as her interpretation 
of Schumann, enlivening the mood. Moving from Debussy 
to Isaac Albéniz, she performs his flamenco-like piece “El 
Albaicín” with vigor and robustness, reminiscent of Spanish 
music.

We were slowly warmed up to Spanish music as she moved 
from French composer Debussy’s Spanish-influenced music 
to Spanish composer Isaac Albéniz. The piano arrangement 
was well thought out, as the shift felt organic and almost un-
noticeable, despite the different structures and atmospheres 
of the performance’s first and second halves. Closing off the 
performance with another piece by Albéniz, Cooper per-
formed “Fête-dieu à Seville” (“El Corpus en Sevilla”) with an 
epic ferocity and sharp staccatos that slowly died down to the 
final, solemn notes.

The highlight of her recital was her performance of 
Schumann, and the livelier second half carried the strength 
of her first. Perhaps she was warming up to the performance, 
but her later pieces caused her first selections from Janácek 
to seem demure and hesitant. This interpretation may have 
been intentional, but by the end, these first works felt almost 
forgotten, swept away by the dramatic second half.

Despite the shaky beginning, her understated, sensitive 
style still manages to range from resolute and bombastic to 
soothing and dulcet, peppered with deliberately humorous 

theatrics well-received by the audience — an amusing shake 
of the wrists, a grandiose sweep of the arm. These light-heart-
ed and more informal aspects of her performance made the 
venue more intimate and homely, becoming assets rather 
than hindrances to an emotional performance that could not 
be carried by theatrics alone.

CONCERT REVIEW

Humorous yet poignant, Imogen Cooper delivers 
a charming performance
Imogen Cooper’s Boston piano recital debut is striking

SUSSIE AHLBURG

Regarded as one of the finest interpreters of Classical 
and Romantic repertoire, pianist Imogen Cooper is in-
ternationally renowned for her virtuosity and lyricism. 

Imogen Cooper, Piano 
Presented by Celebrity Series of 
Boston

Performed by Imogen Cooper

New England Conservatory’s 
Jordan Hall

Nov. 5, 2016

MOVIE REVIEW

Mel Gibson’s graphic yet moving tribute to the 
sacrifices of war
How one man saved 75 lives in Okinawa without firing a single shot

By Krystal Lai
STAFF WRITER

Blood, death, dirt, flames, and shattered 
bodies arc across the screen in a depraved, 
slow-motion waltz of wartime gore that is 
sickeningly captivating. So begins Hacksaw 
Ridge, Director Mel Gibson’s newest bio-
graphical film about World War II’s bloodiest 
battle in Okinawa, and the true story of Des-
mond Doss, the first conscientious objector 
to have been awarded the Congressional 
Medal of Honor.

However, once the smoke and fire fade 
from screen, it quickly becomes apparent 
that the movie’s first act is little more than 
a bland and painfully clichéd period piece 
about small-town America during World War 
II. The exposition comes rapid-fire in a se-
quence of neatly parsed-out scenes that are 
intended to provide a sympathetic backstory 
and tangible motivations for the film’s pro-
tagonist, Desmond Doss (Andrew Garfield).

Living in small-town Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia as a devout Christian, Doss struggles 
with the burdens of an alcoholic and abu-
sive father (Hugo Weaving) and a particu-
lar childhood trauma that forever brands 
the commandment “Thou Shalt Not Kill” 
onto his conscience. Doss then proceeds 
to fall in love with and become engaged 
to Nurse Dorothy (Teresa Palmer) in what 
is meant to be a cute and lighthearted 
courtship, but which instead feels more 
like scenes lifted from a poorly written ro-
mantic comedy that lacks both believable 
romance and good comedy.  

When World War II kicks off and all 
of the other men in town begin enlisting, 
Doss feels deeply compelled to do the 
same. Because of his religious and per-
sonal convictions, he enlists as an army 
medic and is shipped off to train with the 
other soldiers. It is with the introduction of 
his fellow soldiers and commanders, in-
cluding the aggressively disdainful Smitty 

(Luke Bracey) and the loud and insulting 
Sergeant Howell (Vince Vaughn), that the 
film begins to regain it’s footing.

Vaughn provides an admirable blitz 
of comedic relief as the quintessential 
in-your-face order-barking sergeant who 
finds deadpan joy in insulting his soldiers. 
Doss presents himself as a contradiction: 
both a conscientious objector against the 
violence of war, and a dogged soldier de-
voted to the defense of his rights and free-
doms. When presented with his govern-
ment-issued rifle, Doss refuses to lay even 
a hand on the weapon citing his anti-vio-
lence dogma, a refusal that confounds and 
alienates his peers and leaders. The preju-
dice and disdain towards Doss is thick and 
heavy, but it sets up a conflict that yields 
a predictable yet unmistakably satisfying 
payout by the film’s conclusion.

As the soldiers enter into the name-
sake battle for the possession of Hacksaw 
Ridge, the film finally hits its stride with 
deftly choreographed battle scenes and 
heavy-hitting losses. Despite the fact that 
a film so rooted in the sanctity of personal 
beliefs could only end in one way, anxiety 
is still palpable as Doss circumvents near-
death experiences while single-handedly 
rescuing 75 wounded soldiers from a land-
scape of shadows, silent corpses, and en-
emy soldiers.

In addition to the grime, blood, and 
sweat caked on Doss’s battle-torn uniform 
and haggard face, four or five flies can also 
be seeng flitting about, which emphasizes 
not only the unsanitary conditions but 
also the attention to detail that the film-
makers must have applied to the creation 
of their violent tableau.

Recalling the explicitly graphic imag-
ery of his previous works The Passion of 
the Christ and Braveheart, Gibson doesn’t 
shy away from the gruesome, the shock-
ing, or the violent. A pair of legs lie in a 
ditch, and coils of looping intestine and 
other mutely colored organs figure as the 

only remnants of a human being. A fleshy 
skull stares vacantly out of a trench with 
maggots surging out of its mouth and rats 
scurrying across its decaying flesh. Bodies 
burn in great swathes of orange flames. 
Bullets tear through skin and bones, their 
trajectories marked by exclamation points 
of spurting blood.

But none of it feels gratuitous. It’s vis-
ceral and raw. Instead of glorifying the 
ravages of war, Hacksaw Ridge pays a pow-
erful tribute to the men and women who 
find themselves in the thick of it. Though 
focused through the perspectives and ef-
forts of a few men, the violence and suffer-
ing that unfurls in the second half of this 
film is a moving reminder of the sacrifices 
of war.

Before the credits roll, a few real-life 
images are shown with text beneath ex-
plaining the aftermath of it all. Spliced in 
are clips of interviews with the real Des-
mond Doss and it is with his personal de-
scription of the very same events that have 
just unfolded on screen that the reality 
and gravity of his bravery in the face of un-
speakable danger truly hits home.

★★★★☆

Hacksaw Ridge
Directed by Mel Gibson

Starring Andrew Garfield, 
Sam Worthington, Luke 
Bracey, Teresa Palmer, 
Hugo Weaving, Rachel 
Griffiths, Vince Vaughn

R

Now Playing

MARK ROGERS

Andrew Garfield stars as Desmond Doss in Hacksaw Ridge.
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By Tara Lee
EDITOR

William Merritt Chase — does the name 
sound familiar? A late 19th century Ameri-
can impressionist, Chase painted everything 
from portraits to still life to landscapes. Right 
now, a collection of his work is on display at 
the Museum of Fine Art (MFA), and it has 
been over three decades since a collection 
of his work of this size has been presented. 

Stunning and extensive, the collection 
features works by Chase in a beautiful se-
quence, taking viewers from room to room, 
with paintings organized thematically.

Taken from public and private collec-
tions, the works in the exhibition were ar-
ranged by curators from the MFA, The 
Phillips Collection, the Fondazione Musei 
Civici Venezia, and the Terra Foundation 
for American Art. The intricately thoughtful 
organization was apparent throughout the 
exhibit, and during a preview event, the cu-
rators explained their reasoning behind the 
arrangement.

The first room focuses on Chase in the 
studio, with paintings of his 10th Street stu-
dio from varying points of view on display. 
The room is a beautiful introduction to 
Chase’s life, and the threshold to the next 
gallery is playfully adorned with May I Come 
In, a painting of a woman peering around 
the edge of a door.

A few rooms later, the visitor takes a 

step “outdoors” into a room dominated by 
landscape paintings. The Open Air Break-
fast brings a refreshing breath of air into the 
room, depicting a quaint afternoon with a 
few figures situated around a table of food 
and drink. There’s a comforting casual feel-
ing that accompanies this work, with a dog 
laying on its side, a woman lounging in a 
hammock, and a slightly overgrown garden 
that surrounds them all. While this paint-
ing was dominated by greenery, many of his 
other outdoor paintings tend toward a 50:50 
sky-to-land ratio and their subject matter of-
ten revolves around his career as an instruc-
tor at his summer art school at Shinnecock 
in New York, which eventually became one 
of the most famous outdoor painting schools.

My favorite room of the exhibit is the 
dramatic gallery of Chase’s portraits and 
still-lifes. Dramatic and striking, the wall of 
portraits demands attention from viewers 
— Lydia Field Emmet is a portrait of one of 
Chase’s students, and she stands tall while 

peering back over her shoulder toward  the 
viewer. Her hand is hooked on her hip, and a 
long, satin, pink bow falls from the top of her 
dress down to the floor.

One of my favorite paintings was Two of 
My Children, a depiction of two of Chase’s 
daughters, one of whom looks back at the 
viewer while she is tying the ribbon of her 
sister’s dress. It depicts a personal moment 
between his two daughters, and the bright 
red color of the ribbon draws the viewer’s 
eye to the action — this moment where one 
daughter is about to tie a knot.

Through this and other works, Chase 
brings his private life into the public light, of-
fering glimpses into his personal experienc-
es in his detailed brushstrokes. The journey 
through the thematically organized rooms is 
breathtaking, and I was amazed by the sheer 
volume of work produced by this painter I 
knew so little about.

“William Merritt Chase” is on view 
through Jan. 16, 2017 at the MFA.

By Alexandra Sourakov
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

The myth of the “tiger mom” took flight in 
the American imagination with the publica-
tion of Amy Chua’s Battle Hymn of the Tiger 
Mother, which sparked a nationwide contro-
versy about the merits of Asian versus West-
ern parenting styles. Playwright Mike Lew “felt 
that it wasn’t being represented [fairly] in the 
media,” so he decided to write a play about it. 
He explores not only the myth of tiger parents 

and the question of what happens after the 
alleged Carnegie Hall recitals and Ivy League 
college graduations, but also the identity co-
nundrum that faces Asian-Americans in the 
21st century.

Siblings Albert (Jon Norman Schneider) 
and Jennifer (Ruibo Qian) are third-gener-
ation Americans, and yet every day, they are 
forced to face the fact that those around them 
do not see them as Americans, either in their 
personal or their professional lives. When 
they decide to confront the problem, they find 
that the problem is not only how others view 
them, but also how they view themselves.

Albert is a programmer, who has become 
used to swallowing his emotions as he is con-
tinuously passed over for promotion, despite 
generating all of the company’s software. One 
day, he comes to work to find that his incom-
petent, American coworker (Bryan T. Dono-
van) has been promoted above him. Jennifer 
is a doctor with a carefully detailed life-plan 
which has been completely derailed by her 
breakup with her good-for-nothing Ameri-
can boyfriend (Bryan T. Donovan), who says 
he thought she would have been “more ex-
otic but at the same time, more submissive” 
(the reaction of the audience to this line was 
priceless).

At this point in their lives, the siblings 
crack. They were so successful in their early 
life (both attended Harvard, both played re-
citals at Carnegie Hall), so why were their 
adult lives such disasters? They weren’t pre-
pared for this. It must be their parents’ fault, 
they decide, and ready themselves for a con-
frontation at dinner. The parents, played by 
Francis Jue and Emily Kuroda (who ironically 
played the strict Korean mother, Mrs. Kim, in 
Gilmore Girls), are hilariously unconcerned 
by the angry, fumbling outbursts of their 
offspring.

After receiving no sympathy from their 
parents, they change tactics and decide to go 
“full Western,” which, for Jennifer, means go-
ing to see a therapist and, for Albert, being in-
subordinate at work. When this approach fails 
dismally, they swing to the other extreme and 
“go full Eastern,” in an equally farcical trip to 
China.

The hilarious one-liners and the pairing 
of lowbrow and highbrow humor had the au-
diences in stitches every few minutes. When 
Albert hears the comment about being Jenni-
fer’s boyfriend expecting her to be exotic, he 
retorts, “The Chinese-American Ivy Leaguer 
who went into medicine? You’re the [exple-
tive] vanilla ice cream of Asians.” The comedic 
timing of the actors is impeccable, and they 
were often able to extract several consecutive 
peals of laughter, simply by further manipu-
lating their facial expressions or intonation. 

On occasion, the roles were a bit over-played, 
almost forced, and some antics were over-the-
top, crossing the fine threshold between wit 
and slapstick.

This play is a careful balancing act and an 
exploration. In Lew’s own words, Tiger Style! 
is “a rumination on: Where are Asian-Amer-
icans in this country? After being here for so 
many generations, how far have we come in 
terms of race relations?” Lew is drawing upon 
many of his own experiences as an Asian-
American to convey what millions across the 
nation are experiencing on a daily basis. The 
challenge is conveying what it feels like to 
grapple with these societal expectations with-
out getting too preachy or too flippant. Tiger 
Style!’s combination of whimsy and thematic 
depth expertly strikes this balance, keeping 
audience laughing for two hours and musing 
for two days.

T. CHARLES ERICKSON

Jon Norman Schneider and Francis Jue in Tiger Style!

THEATER REVIEW

Siblings explore cultural identities
Tiger Style! is a raucous comedy that touches upon deep issues 

EXHIBIT REVIEW

An American impressionist you’ve never heard of
A collection of works by William Merritt Chase is on display at the MFA

Tiger Style!
By Mike Lew

Directed by Moritz von 
Stuelpnagel

Starring Jon Norman 
Schneider, Ruibo Qian, 
Emily Kuroda, Francis 
Jue, Bryan Donovan

Huntington Theatre 
Company

Calderwood Pavilion at 
the BCA

527 Tremont Street, 
Boston

Running until Nov. 20th, 
2016

“William Merritt 
Chase”
Museum of Fine Arts

On view through Jan. 16, 
2017

By Mariam Dogar

Two figures in a comforting embrace slow-
ly spin together. They pat each other’s backs, 
going around in circles over and over again.

There’s a loud explosion. A flash of light, 
and then darkness ensues.

Suddenly, we are flies on the wall witness-
ing a boisterous group argue about some-
thing called the Cauliflower Trust. In between 
rushed yelling and a few violent eruptions, 
we pick up pieces of information about the 
loan issue that is troubling these exasperated 
individuals. They’re antsy and they’re angry, 
but they eventually decide they must head 
to Dogsborough (Alexa Garcia ’17), a virtual 
saint in the eyes of the city, and ask her to be a 
part of the scandalous dock subsidy. However, 
they don’t foresee the metamorphosis of the 
gang leader, Arturo Ui (Garrett Schulte ’17), 
who decides to get involved with brutality.

This sets off the chain of heart-wrench-
ing and contentious events that eventually 
turns the city of Chicago over to the mobster 
Arturo Ui and his volatile gang. In this tell-
ing of political thuggery, The Resistible Rise 
of Arturo Ui is injected with humor in a way 
that makes it easy to forget the seriousness 
and wrongness of what is unfolding in the 
play. However, the final, chilling moments 
are sobering, a scene of the dead and weak 
on the floor at Arturo’s feet.

Arturo Ui is saturated with historical 
importance. It is a satirical allegory of the 
rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party in 
Germany prior to World War II. Written by 
Bertolt Brecht, Arturo Ui first premiered in 
West Germany in 1958. Bertolt Brecht fled 
Germany to escape Hitler’s reign, moving to 
Scandinavia and eventually the U.S.

The parallels seem to be endless: Ui rep-
resents Hitler, his henchman Ernesto Roma 

(Riley Ledezma ’16) represents Ernst Röhm, 
Dogsborough represents General von Hin-
denburg, a hero of World War I and the 
President of the Weimar Republic, Givola 
(Ruth Tweedy ’20) represents the master 
propagandist Joseph Goebbels, and the 
Cauliflower Trust represents the Prussian 
Junkers. Chicago is the play’s version of 
Germany, Cicero is meant to be Austria, and 
the Warehouse represents the Reichstag.

In addition to the excellent acting in Ar-
turo Ui, a lot of the non-acting elements, 
such as the interesting videography on the 
screens throughout the play, the set, the 
costumes, the lighting, and the sound ef-
fects all enhanced the production. The set 
team efforts, especially of those of the pro-
duction manager (Kathryn Jiang ’20) and 
the video and lighting assistants (Rachel 
Yang ’18 and Hallie Voulgaris ’17) amplified 
the presence of the actors and the overall ef-

fect of the play.
The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui closes 

November 8, election night, in Kresge Audi-
torium, which is also a local polling station. 
This is no coincidence — Arturo Ui is a very 
political work, equally entertaining, impres-
sive, and thought-provoking.

THEATER REVIEW

Thuggery usurps the stage
Bertolt Brecht’s The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui

The Resistible Rise 
of Arturo Ui
Performed by Dramashop

Directed by Jay Scheib

Nov. 3 - 8, 8 - 10 p.m.

Kresge Little Theater
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THEATER REVIEW

Do you bite your thumb at us, sir?
The Shakespeare Ensemble presents Romeo and Juliet, a classic masterpiece that has 
transcended love and death for centuries

By Erica Weng
STAFF WRITER

As the lights dim in La Sala on the second 
floor of the Stud, the spotlight focuses on a 
quiet scene in fair Verona (crafted by set de-
signer Jakob Weisblat ’18), where the age-old 
tragedy of star-crossed lovers is about to un-
fold. With their rendition of Shakespeare’s Ro-
meo and Juliet, the MIT Shakespeare Ensem-
ble brings forth the time-worn themes of fate 
and free will, love and lust, that Shakespeare 
introduced in theaters centuries ago. The 
famed tragedy, directed by long-time theater 
veteran Francine Davis, brings the audience 
many laughs, tears, and the entire spectrum 
between the two.

In the quaint Italian city of Verona, two 
families are in feud. The Montagues’ and the 
Capulets’ never-ending strife causes Prince 
Escalus (Kate Yee ’20) much grief. When 
young Romeo (Colin Aitken ’17) of the Mon-
tague family and Juliet (Amelia Smith ’17) of 
the Capulet family fall madly in love, yet aren’t 
able to express it as a result of the family feud, 
a series of unfortunate events unfold.

The entire cast does a fantastic job express-
ing the complexity and color in Shakespeare’s 
once-colloquial, now-esoteric language. Colin 
Aitken ’17 and Amelia Smith ’17 as Romeo and 
Juliet drive the show with their bumbling story 
of innocent, young love. Raine Hasskew ’17 
steals the spotlight as the flamboyantly coarse 
Mercutio; Grace Kuffner ’20 peppers the 
performance with many laughs as the loud-
mouthed Nurse. The precisely choreographed 
fight scenes, especially the one between Ty-
balt (Joey Noszek ’20) and Mercutio, bring the 
verve and energy of a fencing bout to the stage.

In learning their lines and roles, the actors 
grow into their characters. Aitken says about 
his own character, Romeo: “He’s just a kid who 
hasn’t learned to distinguish the butterflies 
in his stomach from love, and spends much 
of the play trying to do the right thing… stop 
a fight, avenge his friend, protect his wife... 
but basically through bad luck, gets thrown in 
these completely awful situations… and when 
he tries to stop it, he just makes things worse. 
While the scale of it is pretty extreme, I think 
the basic story of ‘dumb kid means well but ac-
cidentally ruins everything’ is a pretty univer-
sal one, and makes Romeo a very identifiable 
character for me.”

Smith admits about her character, Juliet: 
“Juliet has been my most challenging role yet! 
She has such powerful and varied emotions. 
Her mannerisms and voice are quite differ-
ent from mine, since she’s very young and has 
to behave properly and obediently around 
her family. The cleverness and beauty of her 
poetry has been incredibly fun to play with. I 
also appreciate her rebelliousness against a 
family and society that insists on keeping her 
trapped. In spite of her circumstances, she 
throws so much love and innocence at the 
world and at Romeo, and she gets so tragically 
punished for it.”

We also can’t forget the talent that lies be-
hind the scenes, where the Ensemble produc-
tion crew turns the gears and directs the play. 
“Lights Obi-Wan” David Ricardo ’18 artfully 
brings emphasis to the mood of a scene with 
carefully chosen and timed lighting, such as 
a cold blue glow in the tomb site where the 
lovers die. Props designed by Run Chen ’18, 
such as baskets of apples and little vials of 
poison, add touches of realism to the scene. 
Simple, beautiful costumes designed by Em-
ily Ramirez ’19 — such as the Nurse’s billowy 
apron and toothy grin, Mercutio’s flashy blue 
tunic, Juliet’s simple and innocent white skirt, 
and Benvolio’s humble brown outfit — match 
their characters well.

While a modern society of sci-fi and fan-
tasy lovers may think Shakespeare’s work is 
outdated and unrelatable, Rona Wang ’20, 
who plays Lady Montague, sees the beauty in 
the Bard.

“I’m always stunned by how well-done 
Shakespeare’s plays are in terms of pacing, 
plot structure, characterization, and quick 
wit!” says Wang. “Shakespeare appealed to 
the everyman back in his age, and his works 
shouldn’t be regarded as solemn, unap-
proachable, high-brow masterpieces; rather, 
they have something for everyone.”

Amelia agrees. “I love Shakespeare’s works 
because they’re such big stories with incred-
ibly high stakes so far beyond the mundane. 
The language and poetry are also really fun to 

work with as an actor... My favorite line that I 
get to say would probably be ‘Take him and 
cut him out in little stars/And he will make the 
face of heaven so fine/That all the world will be 
in love with night.’”

There’s no doubt the Shakespeare En-
semble sports a cast and crew of very talented 
members, all of which dedicated a large por-
tion of their busy MIT lives to the success of 
the show.

“I didn’t realize ahead of time how big of 
an issue Impostor Syndrome was going to be. 
I feel like on one hand it’s kind of weird to try 
to complain to people that ‘I don’t feel like I 
deserve this role,’ but at the same time I have 
spent much of the process worrying that I was 
blatantly miscast and was therefore dragging 
down the entire play,” admits Aitken, who’s 
been in the Ensemble since his freshman year 
at MIT.

From memorizing lines like “Godgigoden,” 
to blocking, to perfecting the details of each 
sword movement in the fight choreography, 
the actors have poured their hearts into the 
production. As Rona’s first Ensemble experi-
ence, Romeo and Juliet was a commitment 
much larger than than she had expected.

“There’s so much work that goes into put-
ting on a play that, as a theatre-goer, I took for 
granted,” she says. But the hours of hard work 
pays off in the end. “Seeing the show come 
together for the first time in dress rehearsal is 
always magical,” said Smith.

Luckily, rehearsals are also a lot of fun. “For 
this show, Colin and I had a fun time practic-

ing not giggling while ‘dead’,” said Smith ’17. “I 
also enjoy[ed] sword fighting, power tools, and 
memorizing pretty verse.”

The hours and hours of rehearsal also 
have their effects on the Ensemble commu-
nity. Especially after the 30-40 hours of “Prod 
Week” rehearsal the week before the show, 
the Ensemble becomes a tight-knit family, and 
even new members grow close to the veter-
ans.  There is a lot of love and respect between 
each of the members.

“I’m such a big fan of all the other actors 
in the show! They’re all so amazing and play 
their characters so well... It’s been so much fun 
getting to work with them over the past few 
months, and I honestly feel like it’s just been 
such a big honor to get to know them better,” 
says Colin.

Amelia agrees that “bonding with the 
amazing cast and crew [was] a wonderful 
experience.”

Who knows what the Ensemble will put 
together for us in the future? It may be Timon 
of Athens, which Colin is eager to do. Just 
this past summer, the Ensemble produced a 
Shakespeare-sci-fi fusion of Star Trek and The 
Tempest. Whatever they choose, we are sure to 
see extraordinary talent fused with the artistry 
of the Bard.

The Shakespeare Ensemble’s rendition of 
Romeo and Juliet opened last weekend  and 
will be running November 10-12 at 8 p.m., in 
La Sala de Puerto Rico (west side of the second 
floor in the Student Center). “Don’t be for-
tune’s fool” — don’t miss it!

Romeo and Juliet
Directed by Francine 
Davis

Performed by The MIT 
Shakespeare Ensemble

Written by William 
Shakespeare, slightly 
modified by Francine 
Davis

Nov. 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, and 12

La Sala de Puerto Rico, 
Student Center

BOOK REVIEW

A neo-Luddite manifesto?
How society should respond to the uncertainty of a technological future

By Ivy Li
STAFF WRITER

Theodore Kaczynski has an interesting 
history. At age 25, he became an assistant 
professor of mathematics at University of 
California, Berkeley, the youngest professor 
ever hired by the university. After resign-
ing at age 26, Kaczynski retreated to a re-
mote cabin in Montana to learn to survive 
self-sufficiently. Frustrated at finding many 
natural areas replaced by roads and infra-
structure and disillusioned with the current 
system of societal reform, the former math-
ematician turned to domestic terrorism.

Kaczynski first published Industrial So-
ciety and Its Future in 1995 by mailing out 
letters to targets and news outlets, pro-

claiming that he would stop his bombing 
campaign if they published his essay word-
for-word. In 1996, the “Unabomber,” as Kac-
zynski was called, was finally arrested. He is 
imprisoned for life.

Even in prison, Kaczynski has continued 
to write. The ambitious title of latest book 
Anti-Tech Revolution: Why and How would 
suggest that Kaczynski, after years of delib-
erating in prison, has found and published 
the solution to the uncertainty of a techno-
logical future. The solution he proposes in 
this work, however, is not so clear-cut.

He differentiates his book’s arguments 
from those of an engineering textbook, pref-
acing: “[a]n engineering textbook provides 
precise rules which, if followed mechani-
cally, will consistently give the expected re-
sults. But no such precise and reliable rules 
are possible in the social sciences. The ideas 
in this book therefore need to be applied 
thoughtfully and creatively, not mechani-
cally or rigidly.” Flexibility and thoughtful-
ness are themes throughout the book, most 
prevalent in the first essay, in which Kac-
zynski argues for continuous, short-term 
intervention to adapt with societal changes, 
rather than a stagnant, long-term plan.

Kaczynski treats human society as a 
self-propagating system, which he defines 
in his second essay as “a system that tends 
to promote its own survival and propaga-
tion.” From this definition, he proposes that 

“natural selection will lead to [their] evo-
lution” in complexity and will favor “self-
propagating systems that pursue their own 
short-term advantage.” This evolution, he 
argues, has led human society to propagate 
across the globe, fostering a technological 
system that will eventually self-destruct 
due to the increased instability arising from 
greater complexity. Kaczynski counters 
technophiles through well-reasoned argu-
ments, creating formidable justifications for 
his beliefs.

The third essay proposes a series of 
postulates and rules to address problems 
that past revolutions have perpetrated. 
Kaczynski’s cautionary advice serves as a 
warning to how a revolution can become 
warped without a clear goal. He addresses 
concerns of acquiring common agreement 
with the term “democratic fallacy” in his fi-
nal essay, arguing that it is not the number 
of people but rather the “dynamics of social 
movements” that determine the outcome 
of democratic elections. Although they can 
read as somewhat idealistic, these postu-
lates are solid arguments backed by historic 
trends.

The final essay, like the first, emphasizes 
the importance of “flexibility.” The difficulty 
in predicting long-term actions means that 
the “consistent short-term intervention” he 
brings up in his first essay is crucial for suc-
cess. What reads as closest to tangible in-

structions is, ironically, Kaczynski’s predic-
tion of how a successful revolution could be 
accomplished — that within a society, there 
will inevitably be a day in which “a failure 
of the system” gives a group of committed 
revolutionaries a chance to rise up while 
the established authorities are left in disar-
ray. Although logical and somewhat clear-
cut, the question remains of how feasible 
this solution is, as it seems idealistic. As it is 
a reactive rather than a proactive solution, 
only time will tell if a group of revolutionar-
ies will take on the challenge.

In the end, Anti-Tech Revolution: Why 
and How is Kaczynski’s well-reasoned, co-
hesive composition about how revolution-
ary groups should approach our mercurial 
future. His essays are dense with material 
and references, organized in a format akin 
to mathematical proofs, with postulates and 
propositions, reflective of Kaczynski’s back-
ground as a mathematician.

His more elaborate arguments focus 
more on the “revolution” than on the “anti-
tech,” distilling ideas based on the flaws and 
merits of past social movements. If you are 
expecting an immediate remedy, you may 
want to give this book a pass. Otherwise, I 
recommend that you read this compelling 
perspective on how we can frame our strug-
gles in a technological society, with consid-
erations applicable to any social movement, 
neo-Luddite or not.

Anti-Tech 
Revolution: Why and 
How
By Theodore John 
Kaczynski

Published by Fitch & 
Madison on Aug. 31, 2016

SHAKESPEARE ENSEMBLE

The loudmouthed Nurse (Grace Kuffner ‘20) yaps to Juliet (Amelia Smith ‘17).
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By Leah Goggin

I spent my summer at the National Nucle-
ar Research University MEPhI in the south-
ern outskirts of Moscow, Russia. The Kremlin 
was just barely visible across Kolomenskoe 
Park on a clear day. My labmates had a tele-
scope pointed at it and got a kick out of show-
ing every visitor who passed through.

I worked in the Laser Diagnostics Lab 
writing software for a laser interferometer. In-
terferometry is a technique in which a beam 
of light with known properties is modified, in 
this case by changing the frequency, and the 
resulting interference pattern is then studied. 
My lab’s interferometer used the Doppler 
effect to measure the speed of a shockwave 
through a material which has applications to 
fusion physics.

The lab was similar to any in the U.S., 
though maybe more hierarchical and with 
later work hours. I found that the divide be-
tween physicists and programmers was a far 
bigger challenge than Russians vs. Ameri-
cans, albeit with an extra layer of complica-
tion, courtesy of the language barrier. My lab-
mates were much better at English than I was 
at Russian, but their technical vocabulary 
was mostly limited to physics. One highlight 
of the barrier was a team effort between me 
and a grad student to fix some settings on my 
computer, which had Russian as its system 
language, using instructions written in Eng-
lish. Some things can be communicated via 
charades, but “environment variable” is not 
one of those things.

Outside of work, the language barrier 
continued to be a challenge. The first three 
days were by far the hardest — food, water, 
internet, phone service, power outlets, laun-
dry, and ATMs were all adventures. I didn’t 
bring any water my first night and had been 
warned not to drink from the faucet, and I 
had no idea there was a 24-hour grocery store 
a hundred feet up the road. Once I did find 
the grocery store, my first few visits caused 
delays at the register until I figured out that 

you’re supposed to weigh your own produce, 
and you have to bring a passport to buy en-
ergy drinks because the cashier refuses to be 
convinced they’re not alcoholic.

Being totally responsible for myself while 
simultaneously having no clue what I was 
doing made me better at going with the flow 
and accepting that sometimes I’m going to 
be the person in the way or holding up the 
line. Of course I’d rather not make other 
people’s lives more difficult, but sometimes 
it’s going to happen anyway, and this expe-
rience helped me stop agonizing over ev-
ery little faux pas I make. I’ve gained a lot of 
sympathy for people who are far from home 
and don’t know the language or how to get 
around.

My Russian wasn’t good enough to have 
a conversation deeper than “Does this bus 
go to Kashirskaya?” with anyone who didn’t 
speak English, so most of the cultural quirks 
I noticed were oddly specific superficial 
traits. Your average Muscovite, in my expe-
rience, hates rain, loves sour cream, prob-
ably has a Chihuahua, and drives like the 
highway is a Mario Kart track and they’re 
here to win. If they’re male, they can do an 
ungodly number of pull-ups and there’s 
a statistically significant chance they’re 
wearing Adidas; if they’re female, they’re 
dressed to kill and have 50-50 odds of being 
named Svetlana.

There was a definite old-fashioned-ness 
to the gender roles. I couldn’t pick up any-
thing weighing more than ten pounds with-
out a Russian guy appearing from nowhere 
and offering to get it for me. The woman giv-
ing me Russian lessons was floored to learn 
women do martial arts in America, and I 
spent a solid minute convincing a clerk that 

yes, I really did want to buy the brown wallet 
and not the sparkly purple one.

Learning about Russian culture was very 
interesting, but it was even more thought-
provoking to distinguish what’s uniquely 
American from what’s just human. My sur-
roundings ranged from surreal to totally fa-
miliar. There’s something reassuring about 
seeing a Russian nuclear physicist try to push 
a door that says “pull” and realizing people 
aren’t so different.

That fly on the wall perspective defined 
my summer. At first I spent my free time in 
my room, usually reading the news (and 
trying not to think about it too hard), but 
by August my Russian had improved, and I 
started wandering around Moscow alone. A 
particularly memorable experience was go-
ing to the sky bar at the top of Swissotel. I did 
it because it was so outside the norm of any-
thing I would usually do — my idea of “dress-
ing up” is jeans instead of sweatpants, and I 
have no idea how to conduct myself in a bar 
given that I can’t legally go to one in America 
— but I figured it would be an interesting 
way to leave my comfort zone and practice 
existing in a new environment. I dug a blazer 
out of my suitcase, somehow found a pair of 
black pants and heels that fit, and made a 
reservation for one on a Tuesday night.

Sure enough, it was uncomfortably fancy 
and full of Russian couples on date night. (My 

date, of course, was a Python book.) But the 
food and cocktails were incredible, especially 
the obligatory Moscow Mule, and watching 
the sun set was the highlight of my summer. 
Seeing the lights of the ring roads and City 
Center from the 34th floor drove home how 
very, very far from Boston I was, but there’s 
something about looking out over Moscow 

at night that makes you start dreaming a little 
bigger than psets and startups and mobile 
apps. My mom put it well: “It’s always good 
to air out the nerds.”

I went into this summer with no idea of 
what to expect and ended up learning about 
everything from Python to geopolitics in a 
way that could never happen in class. The in-
herently cross-disciplinary nature of MISTI is 
a totally unique experience. It’s a cliché, but 
to describe what I’ve gotten out of it, the first 
thing that comes to mind is “perspective.” My 
sense of what America is in the context of the 
rest of the world has changed — before this 
summer, I had never left the country; asking 
me to describe the U.S. was like asking me 
to explain what water tastes like. After three 
months in which it was suddenly the most 
salient part of my identity, I have a much bet-

ter idea of what “American” means, and what 
I want it to mean.

The MIT International Science and Tech-
nology Initiatives (MISTI) program is MIT’s 
flagship international education program. If 
you can see yourself joining a team of BMW 
engineers in Munich, teaching technology en-
trepreneurship in South Africa, testing solar 
panels in Israel, or tackling a research prob-
lem at the Curie Institute in Paris, then you’re 
ready to join MISTI. Learn more at misti.mit.
edu.

A MISTI SUMMER

I can see Russia from my lab
A summer in Moscow

The first three days were by far the hardest — 
food, water, internet, phone service, power 
outlets, laundry, and ATMs were all adventures.

There’s something 
very reassuring about 
seeing a Russian 
nuclear physicist try to 
push a door that says 
“pull” and realizing 
people aren’t so 
different.

40 Years of Chorallaries
Anniversary Concert
Join the Chorallaries of MIT

as we celebrate
our 40th anniversary
with a free concert!

Saturday 11/12. 3pm. 10-250
This space donated by The Tech
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Field hockey loses to Babson 
College in NEWMAC finals

By Margaret H. Carpenter
SPORTS STAFF

The MIT field hockey 
team ended it’s exciting run 
at the  New England Women’s 
and Men’s Athletic Confer-
ence (NEWMAC) champion-
ship this Sunday with a 1-0 loss 
against Babson College. MIT 
defeated  Springfield College 
last Tuesday with a score of 
4-2 to advance to a  semifinal 
game against Smith College on 
Saturday.

On Saturday, the Engineers 
got off to an early start against 
Smith when Emily Penn ’18 
successfully converted a pen-
alty stroke just five minutes into 
the first half. This was Penn’s 
20th goal this season, making 
her the league’s leading scorer. 
MIT quickly increased the lead 
six minutes later with a goal by 
Morgan O’Brien ’17, assisted by 
Bailey Tregoning ’19.

Early in the second half 
Smith managed to score, cutting 
MIT’s lead in half, but their at-
tempt to complete a comeback 
was quickly nipped in the bud 
by MIT players Rayna Higuchi 

’20 and Bailey Tregoning. Hi-
guchi managed to score off a 
pass from Tregoning, becom-
ing the third MIT player to score 
and earning Tregoning another 
assist.

Smith scored again late in the 
second half but a strong defen-
sive performance by MIT meant 
that they were unable to find a 
final equalizer and MIT won the 
contest 3-2, earning them a spot 
in the final championship game 
the following day. MIT ended 
up with more shots and shots 
on goal than Smith.  MIT goalie 
Kate Brewer ’20 tallied 4 saves.

The NEWMAC champion-
ship finals took place the next 
day, Sunday November 6 at 
Babson College. MIT faced off 
against top-ranked Babson Col-
lege in an exciting game. Near 
the end of the first half Babson 
took the lead via a  penalty cor-
ner. Trailing 1-0 after that score, 
MIT came out strong after half-
time and made an offensive run, 
earning several penalty corners 
that they were unable to con-
vert. The Engineers stayed in 
the game and had a last minute 
push near the end of the second 

half but were not able to score 
an equalizer before time ran out.

Even with an outstanding 
effort by the Engineers, Babson 
had the advantage for most of 
the game and beat out MIT in 
time of posession, shots on goal, 
and penalty corners. Babson’s 
defense, led by goalie Deirdre 
Barry, was rock solid throughout 
the competition, shutting down 
MIT’s offense,  allowing only 6 
shots and 5 penalty corners.

While Babson had the ball for 
much more of the game, MIT’s 
defense in front of their own 
goal handled the pressure well. 
Goalie Kate Brewer had a good 
game, making an outstanding 
save on a penalty corner late in 
the second half to keep MIT in 
the game. Katie Notarangelo ’18 
and Jane Coffrin ’17, along with 
Brewer, helped keep the MIT de-
fense strong over the course of 
the competition, weathering 16 
penalty corner attempts and 21 
shots from Babson offense, with 
Brewer finishing with 6 saves.

The MIT Engineers ended 
their regular season 11-4, and 
took second place at the NEW-
MAC championships.

we’re seeking to build 
our forces join@tech.mit.edu
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SPORTS BLITZ
Women’s soccer lost to 

hosts WPI 3-1 in the NEW-
MAC championship final. Al-
lie Werner ‘20 helped half 
WPI’s lead before the hosts 

scored a third to thwart  
MIT’s comeback. 

Men’s cross country won 
its 19th consecutive NEWMAC 
title. Matthew Deyo G led the 

Engineers win an individual 
first place finish.

Women’s cross country 
swept the top 5 spots en route to a 
NEWMAC championship. Megan 

McCandless ‘20 took first place.
Football (3-6) defeated Curry 

College 26-21. John Robertson ‘20 
capped his third-straight 100-yard 
rushing effort with a creer high 167 

yards including 3 touchdowns.
Fencing: Benjamin Lin ‘17 

won gold in sabre category at the 
Big One Invitational hosted by 
Smith College.

By Zachary Collins
SPORTS STAFF

This past weekend, MIT’s 
women’s volleyball team won the 
NEWMAC championship for the 

fifth time in pro-
gram history. As 
the top seed, the 
Engineers played 
both the semifinal 
and the champion-
ship games at home 

and were able to beat Babson Col-
lege and Clark University to claim 
the title. Both games finished 3-1 
and MIT truly displayed the domi-
nance they’ve sustained all season 
long. They will look to continue 
their success going into the NCAA 
tournament.

On Saturday, MIT played Bab-
son in the semifinal game. When 
the two teams played earlier in the 
season, MIT had the upper hand 
and came away with a 3-0 sweep. 
This game obviously had much 
more importance to both teams, 
and Babson came out prepared. 
They seized a 5-2 advantage early 
in the first set, but it wasn’t long 
before MIT went on a run of their 
own. They responded incredibly, 
scoring 10 of the next 11 points and 
taking complete control of the first 

set. It ended 16-25, giving the Engi-
neers an early 1-0 advantage. The 
second set saw much of the same, 
as the Engineers jumped out to an 
early 8-3 lead and maintained a 
strong separation in an eventual 
25-15 win.

The third set was much more 
intense. Babson, despite dropping 
the first two, was not ready to con-
cede. They took a commanding 
12-5 lead, and seemed much more 
confident than in the first two sets. 
MIT stayed with them and gradu-
ally reduced the deficit as the set 
went along. They managed to re-
take the lead, at 22-21, but unfortu-
nately Babson would go on to win 
it 25-27, forcing a fourth set.

The Engineers were not dis-
couraged, and retook the control 
they maintained early on. The fi-
nal set finished 16-25, giving MIT 
the win and a bid to face Clark, 
who they defeated 3-2 earlier in 
the season, in the championship 
game.

Megan Gebhard ’17 ended 
with 20 kills and Abby Bertics ’19 
finished with 17 kills on a very im-
pressive .519 kill percentage.

The first set against Clark start-
ed out much like the game against 
Babson. The two teams remained 
close until MIT went on a great 

run that gave them a strong advan-
tage. The set ended 25-14 and MIT 
seemingly had all the momentum.

The second set ended up being 
a much closer battle that saw the 
two teams go back and forth. The 
Cougars maintained an early lead, 
but the engineers remained close 
for most of the set. After closing 
the gap to 15-17 on a kill from Li-
sette Tellez ’18, Clark went on an 
8-2 run to close it 25-17 and tie the 
game 1-1.

MIT was dominant in the final 
two sets of the game. After storm-
ing out to an early lead in the third 
set, they never let Clark close the 
gap and easily won it 16-25. The 
final set saw Clark gain an early 
advantage, but MIT caught up 
quickly. After being tied 13-13, 
they closed with a stellar 12-4 run 
that won them the set, the game, 
and the title. Tori Wuthrich ’17 fin-
ished with 26 digs and Gebhard, 
who ended as the tournament’s 
Most Outstanding Player, finished 
with 20 kills.

After securing the NEWMAC 
championship, the team is pre-
paring for the NCAA tournament. 
They will be playing their first 
round game against Framingham 
State University at Tufts on Friday, 
Nov. 11.

By Souparno Ghosh
SPORTS STAFF

Megan McCandless ’20 has 
made a tremendous start to her 
career as a student-athlete at MIT. 
She led a group of five Engineers 
who swept the top five positions 
in the New England Women’s and 
Men’s Athletic Conference (NEW-
MAC) cross country champion-
ship, earning her both the NEW-
MAC rookie and runner of the year 
accolades.

Two weeks prior to the NEW-
MAC championship, McCand-
less finished 3rd out of 386 racers, 
running a 6K in 20:44.8 to lead 
the team to second place finish at 
the Border Battle. With her sights 
firmly set on the upcoming NCAA 
cross country regional and nation-
al championship, The Tech’s player 
of the monthspeaks about her de-
cision to join MIT, the nuances of 
competitive cross-country racing, 
and how she has navigated the 
firehose without slowing down on 
the course.

The Tech:  Congratulations on 
your first NEWMAC champion-
ship!  My impression is that the 
MIT women’s and men’s cross-
country teams are very good but 
with some of the numbers that you 
have been putting up, is it a fair as-
sessment to say you are way above 
the competition?

Megan McCandless: I’m not 
sure if I would say way ahead. I 
have been doing well. It’s hard to 
tell because it’s cross-country and 
it’s different with every course, the 
weather on the day of the race, 
whether or not it had rained the 
day before — all of these can affect 
[one’s] time so it is hard to judge 
by time in cross-country. But right 
now I’m the fastest runner on the 
team so I guess that’s good.

The Tech:  In high  school you 
were a competitive cross-country 
runner. Can you talk about the 

choices you had in terms of choos-
ing a Division I school or a Division 
III school and why you eventually 
chose MIT?

McCandless: I definitely con-
sidered it but the point of going to 
college is getting a good education 
and MIT is better than a lot of D1 
schools and also  because MIT is 
a  D3 school so the  focus is  more 
on academics which is what I 
was  looking for. I still want to run 
fast as fast as I can but it is second-
ary to getting a good education.

The Tech:   Do you ever worry 
that the competition might not be 
high enough to get the best out of 
you?

McCandless:  Yes, but coach 
[Halston] Taylor seems to be the 
type of coach who will go out of 
his way to make sure I go to more 
competitive meets and face better 
competition.We have had some 
conversations about that — which 
meets would have higher level 
of competitions with more D1 
teams.

The Tech:  So next up in your 
schedule is the NCAA regionals 
followed by the NCAA nationals 
— how do you like your chances of 
winning in those meets?

McCandless:  Regionals, I 
would definitely like to win. I think 
if I race well and everything goes to 
plan I have a good shot of winning. 
Nationals is going to be much 
more difficult to win. A couple of 
weeks ago when we raced [at the 
Border Battle] I finished third and 
the top two girls were from D3 as 
well and the girl who won finished 
20 seconds ahead of me and that’s 
a big time gap to make up. I want 
to go for it. I want to try but that is 
going to be a much more difficult 
goal to achieve.

The Tech:  In the nationals 
meet you will face competition 
from across the country but most 
of your other meets that you have 
completed thus far are in the 

northeast region. As you were 
mentioning how much weather 
conditions matter, how much does 
that affect your ability to prepare 
for the nationals?

McCandless:  The national 
meet is in Kentucky this year so 
it could either be warm it could 
be cold and we really don’t know 
what it’s going to be like. If it is go-
ing to be warm it probably would 
have helped us had we come from 
a place like Texas but we can’t re-
ally complain as it hasn’t been 
especially cold here. If it is cold it 
is the same as what we have been 
used to.  

The Tech:  I assume you have 
at the back of your mind an idea 
of times you race (minutes/mile). 
Let’s say it is colder or rainy on a 
certain race day, how do you ad-
just? How do you know if it is okay 
to be ten seconds per mile slower 
or fifteen seconds per mile slower?

McCandless: It is hard to figure 
that out in cross country which 
is why we don’t focus on time as 
much. It is difficult to know how 
muddy the course is or how much 
the higher temperature will affect 
your race. So if it is hot out I would 
err on the side of caution. Let’s say 
I want to race at 5:40 mins/mile 
pace, say I would go out at 5:45. 
But mainly we go for place [after 
what distance to  the finish line 
one breaks off for maximum pace] 
rather than time.

The Tech: Let’s say you race at 
a meet where you break your per-
sonal best. How do you get a sense 
that you can break your personal 
record at any given race? How do 
you know you can run faster than 
you ever have before?

McCandless:  You just run as 
hard as you can. As long as you run 
as fast as you can, you can’t really 
be upset. It is basically a mental 
game in how hard can you push 
yourself.

The Tech:  Tell us something 

about strategy. What is a typical 
race strategy?

McCandless:  A lot of things 
go into a strategy. A big part of it 
is who the competitors are and 
what their styles are. For example, 
a couple of weeks ago where I was 
third, the lead girl likes to go really 
fast the first mile, and slows down 
a little bit. She is off the blocks so 
fast that no one else can keep up 
with her. So in that case, the strat-
egy would be to keep pace with 
her early on and during the stretch 
that she has slowed, try and pass 
her. You don’t know if that will 
work but you might as well try be-
cause what you have been doing 
currently isn’t working.

The Tech:  So if   I understand 
correctly, strategizing isn’t about 
figuring out at what pace you want 
to go the first x miles and then 
ramping up the rest of the way, it is 
also dependent on the style of the 
opponent.

McCandless:  Yeah. You can 
do a time trial and run your own 
race but for the most parts you 
strategize according to who you 
are racing against. For example, 
in the NEWMAC championship, 
our plan was to have one of the 
Wellesley girls lead the race from 
the start. We just all passed her 
together. That sort of demoral-
ized her halfway through the 
race. We swept the top 5 places, 
so it worked. Obviously this was 
a different strategy from the one 
I would use against the girl who 
won a couple of weeks ago.

The Tech: So if you game plan 
according to opponents, what if 
there is an element of surprise, 
like if  the opponent doesn’t race 
how you thought he/she would?

McCandless:  You try to have 
multiple strategies. You have to 
be flexible and have planned for 
as many scenarios as possible be-
forehand — what if this person is 
running faster than I thought or 

slower than I thought or what if 
person ends up not showing up. 
After a certain point, say 2 miles, 
it is about running  as fast as you 
can!

The Tech:  Let’s say there is a 
race where you give it your all. 
How long is a typical recovery pe-
riod? How long before you can go 
full throttle again?

McCandless:  I would say the 
following Tuesday or Wednesday 
[after a race on Saturday]. But that 
is just physically. To do your best 
at a race, where you are mentally 
focused at all times, I would say a 
week or two between races.

The Tech:  What has it been 
like competing with the MIT cross 
country team?

McCandless:  It has been fan-
tastic. It is such a great environ-
ment. They are always there for 
you. Taking the lead together in 
the NEWMAC championships 
was a lot of fun.

The Tech: You have mentioned 
Coach Taylor. He is obviously very 
renowned and  has won coach 
of the year multiple times. What 
have you learn from him?

McCandless: Probably, to look 
at times less.  I used to focus on 
times a lot more. How to stay more 
competitive and how to remain 
mentally focused during the race. 
Focus on the goal of trying to win.

The Tech:  Quickly going back 
to the decision of coming to MIT, 
how has that experience been with 
regard to the academic load to go 
along with your cross country 
commitments?

McCandless:  It has been that 
bad so far. I am also just a fresh-
man so I assume it can get a lot 
worse. I haven’t had much diffi-
culty. I obviously have to study but 
I am not stressed out about school 
work.

Editor’s note:   This interview 
was lightly edited for length  and 
clarity.

Women’s volleyball wins 
NEWMAC championship

PLAYER OF THE MONTH

McCandless ’20 leads cross country to victory

LILY BAILEY

#32 Spencer Rust ‘18 finishes an attempt at the rim. The 
Engineers dropped the game 78-63 to Harvard.
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