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Usage frequency of various substances 
by MIT undergraduates

By Isabelle Phinney

Senior House’s turnaround that 
Chancellor Cynthia Barnhart PhD 
’88 announced over the summer is 
well underway with committees tack-
ling substantive issues, but the turn-
around has not been a completely 
smooth process.

For upperclassmen across cam-
pus, the arrival of freshmen to the 
dorms signals the beginning of a new 
year — but for some Senior House 
residents, who did not welcome 
freshmen into their community this 
fall, the year does not seem to have 

begun.
Tensions from last spring persist, 

and residents are having a difficult 
time adjusting to the new semes-
ter without freshmen to provide the 
dorm with a fresh perspective, ener-
gy, and enthusiasm.

“It’s very hard as a community 
to grow and look forward when you 
don’t have freshmen,” Senior House 
President Sarah Melvin ’17  said. She 
added that the building is “also just 
kind of empty — a lot of empty rooms. 
It’s just not as dynamic as it usually is. 

Ban on freshmen 
still rankles Senior 
House community
Turnaround committee explores 
program for alumni mentorship 

Marijuana more popular than 
tobacco products, survey finds 
Results from The Tech’s 2015 survey on drugs and alcohol, 

measuring usage and attitudes, are now available online 

Senior House, Page 6

Alumni Affairs series features 
Forbes Senior Editor Herper ’99

James Matthew Herper ’99, Se-
nior Editor at Forbes Magazine, 
was the first featured speaker to be 
featured by the UA Alumni Affairs 
Committee’s  Unconventional Ca-
reer Paths Alumni Speaker Series 
on Oct. 19. 

During his presentation to the 
graduates and undergraduates stu-
dents who attended, he told sev-
eral stories from his life and career. 

He joined Forbes.com in 2000 
to cover the Human Genome Proj-
ect and has written thousands of 
stories on topics ranging from ge-
netics and drug discovery to health 
economics and public health.

His 2011 cover profile of Bill 
Gates defended what he called one 
of humanity’s greatest achieve-
ments: the vaccine.

When he was asked what he 
knew now that he would have 

preferred to know freshman year, 
he said that MIT students should 
believe more in themselves. In the 
life things sometimes get better 
without necessarily getting easier, 
he said.

As a student, he created a 
newspaper called the  MIT Ob-
server  because he thought there 
was more room for science writing 
at MIT. Today, he is very passion-
ate about his career as a journal-
ist. That the passion is necessary 
in order to remain a journalist in-
stead of switching to a more high-
paying job like public relations, he 
said. 

He is a graduate of the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy and the Columbia Graduate 
School of Journalism in New York. 

 —Anselmo Cassiano
ANSELMO CASSIANO—THE TECH

Matthew James Herper ’99 manages Forbes’s online and print coverage of healthcare topics.

By Katherine Nazemi
EDITOR IN CHIEF

A majority of MIT students 
have never smoked tobacco or 
marijuana, but drink alcohol on 
a monthly or weekly basis. Most 
feel confident in their ability to 
care for someone who they be-
lieve has had too much to drink; in 
the 12 months prior to taking The 
Tech’s alcohol and drug survey, 45 
percent of respondents had en-
countered at least one person they 
thought was in physical danger 
as a result of alcohol poisoning. 
Respondents from Senior House, 
fraternities, and off-campus liv-
ing groups were more likely than 
other students to have tried mari-
juana in the year before the survey 

was administered.  
In spring 2015, The Tech sur-

veyed all undergraduates about 
their use of and attitudes toward 
alcohol, tobacco, marijuana, 
and other drugs. The survey was 
anonymous and garnered 1,647 
total responses. Each demo-
graphic question was optional; 
students were asked about their 
living group, gender, class year, 
and greek affiliation. An interac-
tive display on The Tech’s website,  
https://thetech.com, enables the 
breakdown of data by answers to 
demographic questions.

Alcohol
—Almost one-third of under-

graduates drink alcohol weekly or 
more.

—Most students have drunk 
alcohol before age 21. Seventy-five 
percent of total respondents had 
drunk while underage.

—By residence, Senior House 
and fraternity residents had the 
highest percentage of students 
who had drunk underage, and 
McCormick and Next had the 
lowest.

Marijuana
—More students have smoked 

marijuana than tobacco.
—Of those who have smoked, 

20 percent have done so in the 
past year. Three percent reported 
daily use.

—By residence, marijuana was 

Survey, Page 3

Alcohol and Drug Survey

To view the full results of The Tech’s 
survey, visit https://thetech.com/.

Email news@tech.mit.edu or visit 
The Tech (W20-483) between 7 p.m. 
and 10 p.m. any weekday until Oct. 25 
with questions or comments.

INFOGRAPHIC BY COLLEEN MADLINGER, EBER NOLASCO-MARTINEZ, OLIVIA BRODE-ROGER
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By Lily Dove
STAFF METEOROLOGIST

This week has had quite the jux-
taposition of autumn leaves with 
temperatures up to 80°F (27°C). 
Hope you all got your Instagram 
pictures taken because these tem-
peratures won’t be sticking around 
much longer! In fact, seven years 
ago this week, Boston had already 
had its first snowfall of the season. 
Up to four inches fell in the Boston 
area on October 19, 2009 result-
ing in unhappy Patriots fans due 
to a nearly snowed-out game and 

bemused Florida-raised college 
students.

No chance of snow just yet, but it 
may be time to start bringing sweat-
ers back into your wardrobe. The 
end of the week will be a bit water-
logged with a chance of thunder-
storms on Friday due to a low front 
moving up through the northeast 
U.S.

Boston is in for strong winds 
accompanied by cloudy skies over 
the weekend. Hopefully we’ll have 
a few more picturesque days to 
spend out on Killian Court before 
the snowboots come out.

Summer weather can’t last 
forever: windy and rainy 
days ahead
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Thursday, October 20, 2016

Extended Forecast
Today: Mostly cloudy. High of 61°F (16°C). Winds 10-15 mph out of the 

East.
Tonight: Chance of rain through the night. Low of 58°F (14°C). Winds 

from the Southeast at 10-20 mph.
Tomorrow: Thunderstorms in the afternoon. High of 72°F (22°C), low 

of 57°F (14°C). Winds about 10 mph from the Northeast.
Saturday: Light morning rain and mostly cloudy. High of 58°F (14°C), 

low of 44°F (7°C). Strong winds (up to 25 mph) from the West.
Sunday: Partly cloudy. High of 54°F (11°C), low of 45°F (5°C). Winds 

15-20 mph from the West.
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Alums 
help MIT 
near its 
Capital 
goal 
The Campaign 
for a Better 
World is $300 
million closer 
to its target 

By Anshula Gandhi

The MIT Campaign for a Better 
World has raised $2.9 billion of its 
$5 billion goal since the campaign 
officially launched May 6.

The campaign began its quiet 
phase in July 2011, and by May 2016, 
it had already raised $2.6 billion. 
The official campaign announce-
ment was strategically timed to co-
incide with the eve of Moving Day 
– MIT’s 100-year celebration of the 
move across the Charles.

The priorities of this capital 
campaign remain funding scien-
tific research, improving the health 
of the planet, improving human 
health, fostering innovation and 
entrepreneurship, improving edu-
cation, and attracting the best fac-
ulty and students to MIT, encom-
passing contributions to financial 
aid, student life, research support, 
and campus infrastructure.

A major portion of funds raised 
so far has come not from corpora-
tions or foundations, but rather 
from MIT alumni. In May, 46 per-
cent of donations came from alum-
ni; that number has now increased 
to 58 percent.

In response, the campaign ad-
opted a strategy to reach MIT al-
ums via “Campaign Roadshows,” 
in which MIT, with the help of the 
Alumni Association and a regional 
host committee, host galas in alum-
ni-dense regions. New York City 
and San Francisco are the first cities 
on the list, with the New York event 
set for Oct 20. Alumni have shown 
a strong interest – these events are 
almost at capacity.

The exact breakdown of how 
money will be spent across the six 
priorities has not been set in stone. 
However, funds from the first years 
of the campaign have already con-
tributed to the introduction of the 
Jameel Water and Food Security 
Lab, the establishment of the Cen-
ter for Advanced Urbanism, and the 
plans for a creation of a large mak-
erspace in the Met Warehouse. They 
have also gone to scholarships and 
fellowships.

The administration is excited 
about the progress thus far. “We 
touched a chord that resonates 
deeply not only on our campus, 
but with our alumni and friends 
everywhere,” President L. Rafael 
Reif said. “I look forward to hitting 
the road in the weeks and months 
ahead to catch up with alumni and 
friends and find new ways to work 
together to live up to our shared vi-
sion for MIT as a tremendous force 
for good.”

The fundraising campaign has 
no firm end date. “Our goal is $5 bil-
lion” said Julie Lucas, vice president 
for resource development. “We will 
make a decision about continuing 
the campaign past the goal when 
we reach that point.”

JOIN THE TECH!
join@the-tech.mit.edu

most common Senior House, fra-
ternities, and off-campus living 
groups. Restricted to dorms, stu-
dents in Senior House, East Cam-
pus, and Baker were most likely to 
have tried it at least once.

Other drugs
—The Tech asked students 

about their use of a number of 
other drugs, including cocaine, 
heroin, meth, whippets, LSD, 
and Ketamine. Of these, the most 
popular were whippets, LSD, and 
Ketamine, with 19 percent, 12 
percent, 2.5 percent, respectively, 
having used them at least once.

Attitudes and knowledge:
—Students reported their 

own attitudes toward patterns of 
drug use, and were asked to rate 
how they felt their attitudes com-
pared to those of the average MIT 
student.

—Regarding regular use of 
marijuana, people rated other 
students’ views as more liberal 
than their own. McCormick had 
the highest, and Senior House the 
lowest, rate of people respond-

ing that they viewed the behavior 
negatively or very negatively.

—Most respondents feel confi-
dent or very confident in their abil-
ity to care for someone who has 

had too much to drink but does 
not need attention from medical 
professionals. This rate is higher 
among greek affiliated students.

Every survey question, and  a 

summarized version of the 
full dataset,  is accessible  on 
The Tech’s  website. Contact   
news@tech.mit.edu to  ask ques-
tions or suggest new perspectives. 

Survey, from Page 1

75% of respondents drank underage
Residents of Senior House, EC, Baker more likely to try marijuana
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the Editorial Board, which consists of Chairman 
Colleen Madlinger, Editor in Chief Katherine Nazemi, 
Managing Editor Vivian Hu, Executive Editor William Navarre, 
and Opinion Editor Claire Lazar.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board members 
choosing to publish their disagreement with the editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are 
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, 
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions 
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. 
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech, 
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions 
are due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters 
will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or 
condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 

Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and 
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also 
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published 
in any other format or medium now known or later that 
becomes known. The Tech makes no commitment to publish 
all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. Email is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by emailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send press 
releases, requests for coverage, and information about errors 
that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to the 
editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech can be 
found on the World Wide Web at http://thetech.com
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By Suri Bandler
STAFF COLUMNIST

The Temple Mount, called Har HaBayit 
in Hebrew and Haram al-Sharif in Arabic, 
refers to the hill in Jerusalem on which the 
Jewish First and Second Temple stood in 
the years 957 – 586 BCE and 516 BCE – 70 
CE, respectively. It is the holiest site in the 
world for Jews. The Al-Aqsa Mosque rests 
on the Mount and is considered the third 
holiest site for Muslims, after Mecca and 
Medina. The Temple Mount also plays 
a significant role in Christianity, as it is 
noted in the New Testament as the site of 
several events in Jesus’s life.

Extensive archaeological evidence ties 
the Jewish people to this site, including, 
most famously, the Western Wall in Jeru-
salem’s Old City and the recently discov-
ered seal of the prominent Biblical King 
Hezekiah. Aref al-Aref, the Arab mayor of 
East Jerusalem during the Jordanian oc-
cupation of the West Bank wrote in a 1924 
pamphlet that the Temple Mount’s “iden-
tity with the site of Solomon’s temple is 
beyond dispute.” There even exists evi-
dence outside of Jerusalem itself: the Arch 
of Titus that stands in Rome commemo-
rates Titus’s Siege of Jerusalem in 70 CE 
and depicts the spoils taken from the Jew-
ish Temple in Jerusalem. The Menorah, or 
golden candelabrum, is its main focus.

The stated mission of the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) includes “build-
ing intercultural understanding: through 
protection of heritage and support for 
cultural diversity” and “protecting free-
dom of expression.” Additionally, UNES-
CO boasts that it is “known as the ‘intel-
lectual’ agency of the United Nations” and 
asserts that “peace must be established 
on the basis of humanity’s moral and in-
tellectual solidarity.” One would think, 
therefore, that protecting Jewish ties to 
the Old City of Jerusalem and supporting 
the cultural diversity that exists in Jerusa-
lem would fall neatly within UNESCO’s 
mission.

Recently, however, UNESCO drafted 
a resolution that is entirely antithetical 
to this proclaimed purpose and ventures 
into the absurd for a group that claims 
to be intellectual, freedom-oriented, and 
peaceful. The resolution, preliminarily 
passed on October 12 and approved this 
Tuesday:

—Ignores historical Jewish ties to the 

Temple Mount,
—Calls for the safeguarding of an am-

biguous “status-quo” that enforces re-
ligious discrimination against Jews and 
Christians, and

—Implicitly justifies the violence that 
is directed against the people of Israel.

While the resolution claims to affirm 
the “importance of the Old City of Jerusa-
lem and its Walls for the three monotheis-
tic religions,” the rest of its contents prove 
otherwise. The resolution never once re-
fers to the location as The Temple Mount 
and strictly uses the Muslim name, and it 
puts the name of the surrounding vicin-
ity, the Western Wall Plaza, in quotations. 
Similarly, the resolution refers to the “so-
called ‘Israeli Antiquities’ officials” as if 
the Israel Antiquities Authority, founded 
in its original form right after Israel’s re-
establishment in 1948, is illegitimate.

Ironically, the resolution “condemns 
the escalating Israeli… measures against… 
freedom of worship and Muslims’ access 
to their Holy Site.”  However, it is only for-
bidden for non-Muslims to pray or make 
religious displays on the Temple Mount. 
Access to non-Muslims is restricted to the 
Mughrabi Gate, which has previously fall-
en into disrepair and which the UNESCO 
resolution also claims cannot be renovat-
ed by Israel.

More broadly, the resolution calls on 
Israel to restore the “historic status quo… 
under which the Jordanian Awqaf (Reli-
gious Foundation) Department exercised 
exclusive authority on Al Aqsa Mosque/
Al-Haram Al-Sharif.” Yet it ignores that the 
status quo of the site has been in flux for 
a century and suggests that ideally, Mus-
lims would have exclusive rights to pray 
on the Temple Mount. Meanwhile, non-
Muslims would risk arrest, escalating ten-
sion, and violence if they even so much as 
move their lips in a suspicious manner. 

Repeatedly, the accusation that Israel 
violates “the status quo” is used to ratio-
nalize terrorism. Notably, Yassar Arafat 
used Ariel Sharon’s visit to the Temple 
Mount as reason to instigate the Second 
Intifada, in which Palestinian terrorists 
killed over 1,000 Israeli citizens. The day 
after Sharon’s visit, the Palestinian Au-
thority’s official radio station sent out 
calls “to all Palestinians to come and de-
fend the al-Aqsa Mosque.”

To this day, Mahmoud Abbas, Presi-
dent of the Palestinian Authority, insti-
gates violence by claiming Jewish desecra-
tion of the Temple Mount and Jerusalem. 
Starting last fall, Israel saw an increasing 
number of knife attacks by Palestinian 
terrorists. Abbas encouraged this “Stab-
bing Intifada,” stating that “Every drop of 
blood spilled in Jerusalem is pure, every 
martyr will reach paradise… The Al-Aqsa 
Mosque is ours. The Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre is ours as well. [Jews] have no 

right to desecrate the mosque with their 
dirty feet.” Attacks continue over a year 
later, with a foiled suicide bombing at-
tempt and a stabbing attack in Jerusalem 
occurring just last week.

The UNESCO resolution contributes 
to hostile efforts like those of Arafat and 
Abbas. Providing internationally backed 
“evidence” that Jews and Christians have 
no ties to the Temple Mount grants le-
gitimacy to the artificial status quo that 
is repeatedly tied to terrorist acts. The 
UNESCO resolution “Deeply deplores the 
new cycle of violence, going on since Oc-
tober 2015, in the context of the constant 
aggressions by the Israeli settlers and… 
also asks the Israeli authorities to prevent 
such aggressions.”

Yet absolutely no blame is assigned to 
the Palestinian leadership’s calls to vio-
lence and the actions of individual terror-
ists. By reinforcing the idea that Jewish 
presence on the Temple Mount somehow 
justifies violence, the resolution makes 
the belittling, dangerous, and incorrect 
implication that Palestinians cannot be 
expected to refrain from terror if provoked 
by others’ prayer.

The resolution also stresses “the ur-
gent need of the implementation of the 
UNESCO reactive monitoring mission.” 
However, Israel and Jordan both agreed 
to a proposal, worked on by U.S. Secre-
tary of State John Kerry, to install security 
cameras to monitor the Temple Mount to 
defend or refute claims made by all par-
ties. It was due to Palestinian pressure the 
Jordanians reneged on the agreement.

Multiple Israeli and U.S. officials from 
across the political spectrum have con-
demned the UNESCO resolution. After Is-
rael cut ties to the U.N. cultural agency on 
October 14 in protest, UNESCO Director-
General Irina Bokova issued a statement 
about the agency’s dedication to “peace 
and dialogue,” asserting that “To deny, 
conceal or erase any of the Jewish, Chris-
tian or Muslim traditions undermines the 
integrity of the site.” However, Bokova did 
not even address the divisive resolution 
explicitly in her response. The Palestin-
ian Authority, meanwhile, commended 
the member-states’ decision to “uphold 
the principles upon which UNESCO was 
founded.”

Until the resolution is repealed, the 
Director-General’s words are meaning-
less. UNESCO has demonstrated that the 
principles it actually stands for are soph-
istry, revisionist history, discrimination, 
and terror.

UNESCO validates religious 
discrimination in Jerusalem
Resolution denies Jewish, Christian ties to Jerusalem and defends 
terrorism

Mahmoud Abbas 
instigates violence 
by claiming Jewish 
desecration of the 
Temple Mount and 
Jerusalem. 

However, it is only 
forbidden for non-
Muslims to pray or 
make religious displays 
on the Temple Mount.

UNESCO drafted a 
resolution that is 
entirely antithetical to 
its proclaimed purpose.

One would think that 
protecting Jewish 
ties to the Old City 
of Jerusalem and 
supporting the cultural 
diversity that exists in 
Jerusalem would fall 
neatly within UNESCO’s 
mission.
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By Daniel Perry

If this tumultuous election season 
has shown anything, it is that voters want 
change;  this fact has caused political up-
heavals in the two major parties. In the 
primaries, a field of 16 Republicans repre-
senting almost every faction of the party 
was swept aside by a bombastic real estate 
mogul who was a registered Democrat as 
recently as in 2008. The Democrats faced 
their own insurgency with a self-identified 
“Democratic Socialist” receiving 43 percent 
of the primary votes in a party that had re-
cently prided itself on offering a centrist 
“Third Way.”  But in the brawl of the sub-
sequent general election campaign, a less 
apparent spectacle has been playing out on 
the margins – third party candidates have 
experienced a huge surge of support.

The wildly unpopular nominees of the 
two major parties have given third parties 
an opening in this election season. Donald 
Trump’s approval rating stands at an abys-
mal 35 percent and Hillary Clinton’s is not 
much higher at 43 percent. In September, 
a whopping 63 percent of electorate said 
they were “not at all satisfied” or “not too 
satisfied” with the major party candidates. 
As a result, the two major third parties, the 
Greens and the Libertarians, have managed 
to bring their support to near-record highs. 

The Green Party’s standard-bearer Jill 
Stein is currently polling at three percent, 
and the source of this support is fairly clear. 
Offering an impeccably progressive plat-
form, she is an obvious answer to former 

supporters of democratic primary candi-
date Bernie Sanders who are not willing to 
vote for Hillary Clinton. However, Stein suf-
fers from the difficulty that her program of 
radical economic reform enjoys little wide-
spread support. Furthermore, her most fer-
vent supporters are young voters, a demo-
graphic not known for its reliability in going 
to the polls.   

The Libertarians under Gary Johnson, a 
former Republican Governor of New Mex-
ico, have acquired a more motley group 
of supporters. With a unique platform 
that combines radical isolationism, cul-
tural liberalism, and the near-unqualified 
support of laissez faire economic poli-
cies, the party has gained supporter span-
ning a range from disaffected millennials 
to Never Trump Republicans. With over 
400,000 registered Libertarian voters and 
poll numbers at eight percent, the Liber-
tarians make up the largest third party in 
the United States.

However, like the Greens, they are suf-
fering from substantial difficulties. Despite 
vigorous campaigning, Johnson failed to 
meet the 15 percent cutoff set by the Com-
mission on Presidential Debates to par-
ticipate in the debates, depriving him of 
critical media coverage, and Mr. Johnson’s 
frequent gaffes, from his lack of knowledge 
of the plight of Aleppo, to his inability to 
name a single foreign leader he admires, 
has significantly impeded his support 
among many voters put off by the two ma-
jor candidates.

Indeed, despite their increasing sup-
port, it is extremely unlikely that either 
third party candidate will get more than 
a handful of votes in the electoral col-
lege (if any), let alone win the presidency. 
American politics has almost always been 
dominated by two major parties, and this 

dynamic is built into the very structure of 
our elections. Our first-past-the-post sys-
tem makes it very hard for third parties to 
gain any representation, even if these par-
ties have substantial support. Moreover, it 
is extraordinarily difficult for a third party 
to actually replace one of the major par-
ties due to the massive resources that the 
incumbents command.

This reality raises the question of what 
exactly the role of third parties is. The 
harshest interpretation is that they are 
“vote stealers,” hurting the outcome of the 
major party candidate whose positions are 
closest to theirs. This is the criticism lev-
eled against Ralph Nader, whose bid for 
the presidency in 2000 is widely believed 
to have given Florida to Bush, costing Gore 
the election. It is still possible that one of 
the third parties could replicate Nader and 
tilt a swing state, but Clinton’s growing 
lead is making such a scenario increasingly 
unlikely.

However, even if third party bids have 
little chance of affecting who ends up in 
the White House, they do serve other roles. 
They can shine a spotlight on issues that are 
being neglected by the major parties, pull-
ing them into the mainstream. As Ralph 
Nader, the most successful third party can-
didate in the 21st century said,

“[A vote for a third party is] not a wasted 
vote at all. They get things underway that 
the two parties are ignoring taking off the 
table. The Liberty Party in 1840 that went 
out against slavery. The Women’s Right to 
Vote Parties in the mid-nineteenth century, 
the Farmer’s Labor Party... they never won 
a national election but they push[ed] the 
envelope.”

Nader’s argument has recent prec-
edents, as well. In the United Kingdom, 
many believe that the tiny third party 

UKIP, holding just one out of 650 seats in 
the House of Commons, was responsible 
for garnering support for the referendum 
on the UK’s membership in the European 
Union that ultimately led to Brexit. Howev-
er, the current emotion-dominated, policy-
light election in the U.S. would not exactly 
be well described as issues-based, so al-
though this role may be quite important, it 
is unlikely that third parties are effectively 
playing it now.

Yet third parties are serving an impor-
tant fundamental purpose in this election. 
For millions of citizens who are unsatisfied 
with the current state of political affairs, 
third parties allow voters to continue to par-
ticipate in the political process. Some voters 
see in the platforms of third parties a better 
expression of their own  views. Two  party 
systems naturally lead to awkward coali-
tions, and it is not hard to see, for example, 
how someone who supports the Democrats 
on social issues might not support that par-
ty’s belief in more stringent financial regu-
lation. For some other voters, third parties 
may be an indirect means to express disap-
proval of the two major parties and to assert 
a demand for better options.

Regardless of voters’ particular motiva-
tions at the ballot box, third parties undeni-
ably give them more choice. The existence 
of third parties therefore helps protect one 
our nation’s most valuable assets: an en-
gaged citizenry. In this way, no matter how 
much these parties may stay on the mar-
gins of American democracy, they will re-
main central to its success.  

The role of third parties in the 2016 election
The inherent value of greater choice

In September, a 
whopping 63 percent 
of the electorate said 
they were “not at all 
satisfied” or “not too 
satisfied” with the major 
party candidates.

American politics has almost always been dominated 
by two major parties, and this dynamic is built into 
the very structure of our elections. 

For millions of citizens 
who are unsatisfied 
with the current state 
of political affairs, third 
parties allow voters to 
continue to participate 
in the political process.
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Alcator C-mod is 
decommissioned 
after 23 years in use
DOE funds for fusion energy will 

now go toward construction of 

the ITER in France, to open 2027
By Melody Tan

STAFF WRITER

After 23 years of service, Alcator 
C-mod, MIT’s nuclear fusion reac-
tor, was decommissioned on Sept. 
30, 2016.

The reactor achieved record-
breaking plasma pressures a day 
prior, thus yielding promising re-
sults for the future of fusion energy 
on its very last day of operation.

Earl Marmar, senior research 
scientist at MIT and head of the Al-
cator C-mod project, presented the 
results at the International Atomic 
Energy Agency Fusion Energy 
Conference in Kyoto, Japan this 
Monday.

Nuclear fusion requires great 
pressure and temperature in order 
to overcome the repulsion between 
positively-charged nuclei. Alca-
tor C-mod is a tokamak, a reactor 
that uses a cage of magnetic fields 
to confine plasma twice as hot as 
the sun’s core. The scientists be-
hind Alcator C-mod chose to use 
stronger magnetic fields to increase 
pressure and energy yield instead 
of increasing the size of the reactor 
itself.

On Sept. 30, the pressure inside 
Alcator C-mod reached over 2 at-
mospheres, or 15 percent higher 
than the previous record in 2005 
and about 70 percent higher than 
pressures achieved by any non-Al-
cator device.

The results “validate the high-
field approach,” Martin Greenwald, 
the deputy director of the MIT 
Plasma Science and Fusion Center 
(PSFC), said in an interview with 
The Tech. “In a sense, the plasma 
pressure translates directly to the 
fusion power density…  it demon-
strates that we’re on the right track.”

Despite being slated for shut-
down in 2013, funding for Alcator 
C-mod was extended in 2014 and 
2015. The U.S. Department of En-
ergy allocated over $22 million to 
the MIT tokamak as part of its 2015 
Fusion Budget, but also stipulated 
that “fiscal year 2016 will be the 
final year of funding for Alcator 
C-Mod.”

The C-mod team had already 
been planning to end their experi-
ments when they received initial 
news of funding cuts in 2012.

“We wanted to look beyond 
Alcator C-mod in any case,” Gre-
enwald said. “It happened sooner 
than we wanted, but the machine 
did run for 23 years… In the end, 

it’s pushing us in the direction we 
want to go.”

DOE funds for fusion energy 
research will now go toward the 
construction of the multilaterally-
funded International Thermonu-
clear Experimental Reactor (ITER) 
in Saint-Paul-lès-Durance, France. 
ITER is set to begin operations in 
2027.

ITER has been many years in 
the making, but its construction 
has been delayed by frequent set-
backs and financial difficulties. 
ITER is many hundreds of times 
larger than the MIT tokamak, but 
C-mod’s recent breakthrough 
showed that fusion can also be fea-
sible in a small reactor.

“The argument is that by using 
higher field technology, we can 
build machines smaller and faster. 
We want fusion soon enough to 
make a difference,” Greenwald 
said. “That’s one of the worrisome 
things about ITER. It’s not just 
large, it’s taking a long time.”

With over 100 professors, stu-
dents, scientists, engineers, and 
technicians participating in the 
project when it ended, the decom-
missioning of Alcator C-mod marks 
the end of MIT’s largest experiment 
at the time. The PSFC website states 
that Alcator C-mod has produced 
“a wealth of new and important 
results since the experiment began 
operation in 1993.”

The PSFC itself will remain in 
operation. Nuclear Engineering 
professor Anne White clarified that 
research, including Undergradu-
ate Research Opportunities, will 
continue. Plans have been made to 
shift the focus of research toward 
improving superconducting and 
magnetic technology.

“You know, these machines, 
they come and go. You build them; 
you do research; they shut down,” 
Greenwald said. Although the 
PSFC is seeking federal funding 
for new experiments, he added, it 
is also exploring the idea of private 
funding, partially through the MIT 
Energy Initiative.

Despite the closing of its fusion 
counterpart, the MIT fission reac-
tor (MITR) remains operational.

This Thursday, Oct. 20, at 1 p.m., 
the Alcator C-mod team will hold 
an Ask Me Anything (AMA) session 
at www.reddit.com/r/science/ to 
answer questions about the recent 
record, the decommissioning, or 
fusion and reactor operation in 
general.

Students: turnaround goals 
aren’t well-communicated 
Residents fear admins made decisions based on 
rumors and stereotypes, not on day-to-day realities 

There are a lot of locked doors.”
Residents have expressed frus-

tration at the lack of clear-cut cri-
teria from the administration. For 
many residents, their primary goal 
is to reach a position where fresh-
men are allowed to live in the dorm 
again.

Mehendale said, “Right now 
we’re being asked to define the 
metrics for our own success, but 
it’s kind of confusing because we 
haven’t been told what we did 
wrong, so we’re not sure what [the 
administration is] looking for.”

The Turnaround Team is made 
up of the Steering Committee and 
four supporting committees, which 
handle issues surrounding com-
munity, self-governance, academ-
ic and personal well-being, and 
space. Each committee includes 
undergraduate Senior House 
residents, alumni, faculty, and an 
administrator.

Initially, several undergradu-
ate committee members, includ-
ing co-president James Handy ’18, 
were unable to attend scheduled 
Turnaround Team meetings due to 
time conflicts. However, after resi-
dents brought the issue to light, the 
Chancellor worked with students to 
reschedule the meetings.

The committees have been 
working on a variety of projects in-
cluding substance-abuse preven-
tion and an alumni mentorship 
program. The space committee 
has created dedicated study spaces 
and held a meeting in September 
to hear resident suggestions and re-
quests for the new rooms. In addi-
tion, Senior House is purchasing an 
Athena Cluster per student request.

In addition, construction to 
convert first floor rooms into apart-
ments has been ongoing since Au-
gust. The apartments will house 
a visiting artist as well as Kristen 
Covino, the new assistant head of 
house.

At the beginning of the school 
year, the construction started early 
each morning, causing issues for 
students living nearby. However, 
with the assistance of administra-
tors, the hours were negotiated to a 
later time, and construction will be 
halted during finals week. Barnhart 
stated that the construction will be 
completed before Thanksgiving.

Senior House is known for its 
often unconventional and sex-pos-
itive REX events. However, these 
events are, in some ways, more for 
show and tradition than to provide 
an accurate representation of day-
to-day Senior House life.

Senior House resident Ru Me-
hendale ’20 said that “people in Se-
nior House perpetuate the rumors 
because we don’t want students 
moving here for the facilities, but 
that’s something we’ve tried to stop 
doing because it’s not a good repu-
tation to have.”

In a previous article in The Tech, 
a freshman cited Senior House’s air 
conditioning and nice facilities as a 
reason he wanted to live in Senior 
House, so residents’ concerns are 
not unfounded.

However, residents worry that 
the administration was basing de-
cisions off rumors and stereotypes 
rather than from the reality of daily 
life at Senior House. Going forward, 
Senior House will be hosting more 
events and hopes that freshmen 
will take the time to visit and learn 
more about the culture in a hands-
on way.

In this vein, Senior House resi-
dents have raised concerns that the 
data supporting the administra-
tion’s conclusions was inaccurate. 
In an article in The Tech in July and 
again in a recent interview, Melvin 
requested the names and dates of 

the surveys used, but Chancellor 
Barnhart declined to provide the 
source of those data she used to 
make her decisions.

Some residents felt that the 
original announcement about the 
turnaround had an accusatory un-
dertone, especially since the source 
of the data remains unknown. More 
information about the number of 
students who replied, the type of 
survey, and the method of analysis 
is needed to make a definite con-
clusion on the claims about drug 
use the Chancellor made in the 
email.

The email did link to hard data 
about graduation rates, but Senior 
House residents say that data — 
which cites rates from 2008 to 2015 
— is no longer representative of Se-
nior House’s current culture.

The students in the data no lon-
ger live at Senior House — many 
have not for almost a decade — and 
Senior House residents assert im-
provements have been made since 
then.

Melvin said “it’s frustrating be-
cause I think we’ve been doing a lot 
to make the culture healthier over 
the past few years, and that is not 
always acknowledged.”

The abrupt announcement of 
Senior House’s closing to freshmen 
caused issues for some families, 
especially those with existing ten-
sions. The data presented in the 
email — highlighting low gradua-
tion rates and drug use — caused 
anxiety for some parents, who 
wanted their students to move out. 
Some students did move out, while 
others argued to stay. In an email, 
Barnhart stated she was unaware of 
these issues and was unable to pro-
vide a statement.

The Turnaround Team commit-
tees will meet next week to discuss 
progress and future plans. Barnhart 
did not provide any goals in her 
statement to The Tech but said she 
believes the result of the October 
meeting will be a set of concrete 
goals for the school year.

Senior House, from Page 1

MATI K. ALEMAYEHU

Dance group Mocha Moves performed at this year’s SK Late Night on Sunday.

ANSELMO CASSIANO—THE TECH

MIT Symphony Orchestra opens the fall season Oct. 14 under the direction of Adam K. Boyles at 
Kresge Auditorium. 

We get you the tickets.
You get us the review.

ARTS at 
events • movies • theater • concerts

music • books • restaurants • interviews

join@the-tech.mit.edu
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C3 IoT is Hiring the Brightest Minds in

DATA SCIENCE

C3 IoT is meeting a fast-growing demand for machine-learning IoT applications that enable 

organizations in data-intensive industries to use real-time performance monitoring and 

predictive analytics to optimize business processes, differentiate products and services, and 

create new revenue streams. C3 IoT is a comprehensive Platform as a Service (PaaS) for the 

rapid design, development, deployment, and operation of next-generation IoT applications.     

www.c3iot.com

Are you ready to:

Discover, develop, and implement the next generation of big data analytics

Tackle huge data sets employing the latest technologies for industrial-scale projects and 
global customers

Enable enterprise customers to embrace data-driven predictions and decision making

Work with an internationally-recognized team of IT, software, and data science experts

Join a high-growth enterprise software company in the heart of Silicon Valley

Make an impact and have fun doing what you love, while building your ideal career

“C3 IoT has developed some of the most sophisticated applications

of machine learning and forecasting techniques for today’s 

modern enterprise systems.

            — S. Shankar Sastry, Dean, College of Engineering, University of California, Berkeley

”
APPLY TODAY:

View position details
and submit resume:

c3iot.com/careers

Fund your  
project on

MIT’s own crowdfunding platform
Featuring ZERO transaction fees!
 
Learn more and apply today at  

crowdfund.mit.edu
Learn more and apply today at  Learn more and apply today at  Learn more and apply today at

crowdfund.mit.edu
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By Rebecca Grekin

This summer, I worked in a lab in Brazil at a university 
call UNICAMP. Working and living in Brazil was an experi-
ence like none other, and I learned so much about chemical 
engineering, biofuels, Brazil, and myself. 

In lab, I focused on the production of ethyl levulinate 
which is produced from sugarcane bagasse, a biomass 
that is readily available in Brazil.  Ethyl levulinate can be 
added to diesel to decrease transportation pollution, and 
this addition does not significantly decrease mileage like 
other currently available additives do. Most of my work 
dealt with helping to create simulations for the production 
of ethyl levulinate. We wanted to make a more categorical 
economic analysis of possible starting biomasses and pro-
cess options. The goal was to determine the most promising 
combinations around the world.

In my free time, I explored different parts of Brazil and 
its culture. A very important part of this culture is soccer, 
and I got a once in a lifetime chance to experience the 
sport firsthand. When I went to São Paulo, I visited the Soc-
cer Museum (Museo do Futebol) which gave me a taste of 
what it’s like to be a soccer fan in Brazil. The museum was 
amazing and introduced me to several of the big names in 
Brazilian soccer, and it did a really good job of conveying 
the excitement of watching a live game in Brazil. However, 
nothing could prepare me for the actual Olympic soccer 
games I watched!

I was able to get tickets to the Canada vs. Zimbabwe and 
Germany vs. Australia women’s soccer games, which were 
absolutely incredible to watch. First of all, because of the 
last FIFA World Cup where Germany creamed Brazil by 7 to 
1, 99.9 percent of the spectators were rooting for Germany 
at the second game, which is not a very common experi-
ence — to have practically all the spectators rooting for the 
same team.

It was also amazing because although Zimbabwe was 
losing in the second half of the first game, most people 
ended up rooting for them, since Brazilians like support-
ing underdogs. When the game ended and the teams made 
their rounds to thank the spectators, you could see just how 
moved the Zimbabwe team was by all the support they had 
received. I’m not very emotionally invested in either Zim-
babwe or Canada, but at the end of that first game, I was 
practically in tears from the pure emotion that was filling 
the stadium. After that experience, it was not hard to under-
stand why Brazilians love this sport so much.

Another thing Brazilians take very seriously is their 
food, which is truly delicious. I even miss the basic 
rice and beans dining hall food — my friends at the lab 
thought I was ridiculous for enjoying it so much. I also 
tried moqueca (a bright orange dish made with fish and 
spices), catupiry (a type of cheese spread), and briga-
deiros (chocolate condensed milk goodness). I had pizza 
with ketchup, cheese bread, honey bread, and so many 
other foods that make my mouth water just thinking 
about them.

I didn’t even have to leave my living space in order 
to learn more about the country. In Brazil, there are no 
such things as university dorms, so I ended up living in 
the house of a very nice woman who rented out rooms to 
students. I found that there really is no better way to learn 
about Brazil than to share a house with 19 other girls. We 
had several discussions that ended up going late into the 
morning hours about differences in Brazilian and Ameri-
can culture, had karaoke sessions with Brazilian music, 
held many YouTube-watching  sessions where I learned 
about all the cool, popular Brazilian YouTubers, and even 
had a Brazilian meme “lesson.”

An aspect of Brazilian culture that I really admire is how 
the people are much more mindful of the waste they gener-
ate. Everything is done so that waste is reduced as much as 
possible. Labware, which is usually made of disposable plas-
tic in the United States, is made of glass, washed, and reused 
numerous times in Brazil. Everyone recycles everything they 
can, people carpool as much as possible, and labs share 
equipment much more readily. This way of life made me 
become much more aware of all the waste I generate at MIT, 
and made me decide to be more mindful of my waste genera-
tion and strive to decrease it in the future.

My MISTI-Brazil internship gave me the opportunity to 
explore a new culture, learn a lot about a topic I’ve found I’m 
very passionate about, and make great friends. This experi-
ence was incomparable, and I cannot imagine a better way to 
have spent my summer.

MISTI — MIT International Science and Technology Initia-
tives — is MIT’s pioneering international education program. 
Each year nearly 1,000 MIT undergrads and graduate students 
are matched with hands-on international projects through 
MISTI. To learn more about internship, teaching and research 
opportunities across the globe, check out misti.mit.edu.

A MISTI SUMMER

Biofuels and karaoke
My summer in Brazil

I found that there really is no 
better way to learn about Brazil 
than to share a house with 19 
other girls.

DID YOUR MIT ESSAYS 
GET YOU IN?

The Tech is collecting successful 
application essays (hint: yours!).

Email your pieces to cl@the-tech.mit.edu!
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By Krystal Lai
STAFF WRITER

Both the cover of Fredrik Backman’s 
worldwide bestseller and the promotional 
poster for director Hannes Holm’s film A 
Man Called Ove feature an old man and a 
cat against a dreary backdrop of subdued 
blues. Both follow the life and times of Ove, 
a grouchy old man who lives in a neighbor-
hood full of people he seems to hate.

Book purists be wary. Holm is ready to 
admit that his adaption is not a line-for-line 
translation into film. When asked about his 

process, he said that “instead of stealing 
the story out from the book, I read the book 
so many times, and I gave the book to my 
mother, and then wrote my story instead. 
The trick is if you read a book and you really 
love it, then you tell the story. But the story 
you tell, it’s not just the book. You tell your 
story.”

The director described how he saw 
something in the book that really resonated 
with him. He saw a book about immigrants 
and a grumpy old man, but he said “when 
the author started to explain Ove’s life, I 
could see my parents’ life before we chil-
dren came and I had the opportunity to 
shoot a film about my parents’ life before we 
children came.” Perhaps it is because of his 
personal and emotional connection to the 
source material that Holm is able to create a 
meandering film that isn’t only about Ove’s 
life from birth to death, but also a film about 
relationships and how they start and grow 
and then crumble and are rebuilt again.

Ove (Rolf Lassgård) is the classic grumpy 
man next door with quirks and opinions 
that he isn’t afraid to share with his neigh-
bors. When a new immigrant family moves 
in next door and flattens his mailbox, his 
anger and frustrations eventually morph 
into an unlikely friendship that send a rip-
ple effect through other relationships in his 
life. Woven into the present-day narrative 

are also flashbacks of Ove’s past, starting 
from his life as a young boy and detailing an 
exhaustive list of tragedies and misfortunes 
that presumably have formed his cantan-
kerous character today.

If that all sounds a bit familiar, it’s be-
cause it is. A Man Called Ove is a retread 
of the classic “grumpy old man has a heart 
of gold” trope. At times the film feels me-
chanical, not in its performances, but in the 
direction of its plot. Many of the scenes of 
strife and reconciliation function simply to 
check off boxes in typically-seen categories 
like “tragic circumstances,” “comedic mis-
understanding,” “adorable meet-cute,” etc. 
Although the film follows an archetypal for-
mula, it is a formula that works. Despite the 
cookie-cutter feel, the tragedy of Ove’s life is 
undeniably real, and the implications that 
his past has on his current demeanor and 
behavior can resonate with viewers.

The film succeeds by bringing depth and 
dimension to what otherwise would have 
been a flat, cardboard version of the quint-
essential grumpy old man. Rolf Lasgaard 
gives a committed performance that rides 
the line between serious emotion and well-
timed comedy and truly embodies the in-
ternal conflicts that define Ove’s character.

The film as a whole is a balancing act. 
Holm has spent much of his career in the 
80s and 90s writing primarily comedic 

films. He admits that when he is writing 
scripts, he “often has the problem of some-
times  [the script] can be a bit too funny 
and a bit too jokey. And that’s not good. 
You want to have a balance. If you are too 
funny, you lose your audience and the au-
dience will lose their sense of emotion in 
the film.”

Holm takes death, loss, and the hard-
ships of life and rounds out the sharp edges 
of the overtly gloomy with comedy, laugh-
ter, and ridiculous circumstances. A hissy 
cat, a tussle with a hospital clown, and 
an exaggerated feud between a Saab and 
Volvo owner are only a few moments that 
lighten the mood. Dark comedy also makes 
an appearance too in the film’s running 
gag involving horribly executed suicide at-
tempts that are always interrupted in the 
most inopportune ways.  

“It’s a film about life itself,” says Holm. 
This holds true in many ways. Holm hopes 
that after watching the film, audiences will 
“go home from the cinema to some person 
that [they] love and hug that person be-
cause you never know when it’s too late. 
Things happen in life.” Though it doesn’t 
really break any new ground, A Man Called 
Ove comfortably takes its place among the 
many crowd-pleasing movies that aim to 
warm your heart and bring a smile to your 
face.

MOVIE REVIEW

The life and times of a loveable curmudgeon
A Man Called Ove warms the heart with rehashed plots

★★★☆☆

A Man Called Ove
Directed by Hannes Holm

Starring Rolf Lassgård, 
Filip Berg, Bahar Pars, Ida 
Engvoll

PG-13

Now Playing

MISIC BOX FILMS

Rolf Lassgård in A Man Called Ove.

By Attila Forruchi

Is dancing a performance art or com-
petitive sport? That is the question put be-
fore the International Olympics Committee 
(IOC), as it considers allowing competitive 
ballroom dancing in the Olympic games. 

To help the IOC make its mind, the World 
DanceSport Federation (WDSF) brought 
some of its best dancers from around the 
world to the Boston World Open for the first 
time last weekend.

Judging by their figures, power, speed, 
and all the sweating going on, it looked ev-
ery bit as sporty as figure skating. Ballroom 
(or dancesport) is danced in two distinct 
styles  —  Latin and Standard  —  which are 
easily distinguished, if not by the music, 
then by the costumes. The Standard style is 
what you would expect ballroom dancers to 
look like, with elaborate, sparkling cocktail 
dresses and high heels for the follower, and 
tail suits with a white bow tie and patent-
leather shoes for the leader. These outfits 
are  complemented with fancy hairdos, 
spray tans, and over-the-top makeup for 
both. With so much attention to detail, the 

presentation style looked surreal, as couples 
danced, pranced, and romanced each other 
to exquisitely choreographed routines.

In the Professional Open Standard cat-
egory, the night belonged to Benedetto 
Ferruggia and Claudia Koehler, whose per-
formance made other couples appear to 
be moving in slow motion. With their hips 
glued to each other but their torsos a world 
apart, they performed an amazing routine 
with incredible speed and flexibility, while 
smiling and winking at the crowd as though 
they were strolling through the park. Not to 
be outdone and equally outstanding were 
the German couple, Simone Segatori and 
Annette Sudol, who won the Adult Open 
Standard Amature category. They were also 
the crowd’s favorite couple and managed to 
exude elegance and ease while performing 
incredibly complex choreography.

Perhaps the most exciting couple of the 
evening was the world Latin dance cham-
pions, Gabriele Goffredo and Anna Matus 
from Moldova, who won the World Open 
Latin Amature division.  Goffredo, with 
movie-star good looks, and Anna, with an 
incredible body that seemed to lack a spine, 
turned and twisted in every which way to 
the tunes of Samba, Cha Cha, Rumba, Jive, 
and, of course, the dance of the bullfighter, 
Paso Doble.

The night was a showcase of beauty, ele-
gance, sex appeal and athleticism at its best. 
WDSF made a convincing argument to jus-
tify its inclusion in the Olympics. The festivi-
ties were co-sponsored by the Todos dance 
studio in Natick, whose owner, Ronen Zin-
shtein confirmed that he has big plans con-
cerning the future of DanceSport in Boston 
in the years to come.

DANCE REVIEW

Art, sport, or DanceSport?
World class ballroom dancing in Boston

American 
DanceSport Festival 
2016
Oct. 8 - 9

University of 
Massachusetts, Boston
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By Adil Yusuf

Gavin O’Connor’s The Accountant cen-
ters around Christian Wolff (Ben Affleck), an 
autistic, mathematically gifted, gun-slinging, 
martial arts master who, when not running 
his own small accounting firm, is uncooking 
the books for major drug-lords, kingpins, and 
other nefarious criminal organizations. His 
clandestine practices have placed him on the 
watchlist of the Treasury Department’s Crim-
inal Enforcement Division. Ray King (J.K. 
Simmons), the head of the division, enlists 
the help of junior officer Marybeth Medina 
(Cynthia Addai-Robinson) to find the myste-
rious figure known as “the Accountant.”

In an effort to stay off their radar, a charac-
ter reminiscent of James Bond’s “M” decides 
Wolff’s next assignment should be with a le-
gitimate client. Living Robotics, a high-tech 
prosthetics company, tasks Wolff with dis-
cerning the origins of a several  million  dol-
lar discrepancy in tax filings found by one 
of their accounting clerks, Dana Cummings 
(Anna Kendrick). This routine audit uncov-
ers secrets that some would have preferred 
be left alone; thus, Affleck must don his “dark 
knight” suit once again.

As if selecting all his favorite ingredients 

from superhero movies and throwing them 
in a blender, screenwriter Bill Dubuque has 
concocted an incongruent mixture that can 
really only be described as laughable. Like 
all good origin stories, Christian Wolff’s past 
is told as a compilation of flashbacks that 
span the entirety of the film — his diagnosis 
with  autism, the abandonment by mother, 
his troubles with an angsty little brother, and 
the brutal combat training from his military 
father. Wolff struggles to connect with people 
and understand human emotions but finds 

solace in order and numbers. His cold, calcu-
lating nature is supposedly why his moral ba-
rometer is slightly off, yet it becomes evident 
early on that Wolff has a soft-spot for the doe-
eyed Dana Cummings. Their ensuing journey 
leads them on an elaborate adventure to seek 
justice by their own means.

The Accountant is a shoddy attempt at cre-
ating a new studio action/thriller series, but 
turned into a decent comedy. Dubuque tries 
to intertwine four separate plotlines, which 
each rely on numerous improbabilities, so 

one is bound to get lost in the convolutions. 
Few directors (and not even O’Connor at his 
best) could reconcile this scattered film into 
anything more than a humorous scrutiny of 
the superhero movie industry. Yet  Affleck’s 
excellent fighting sequences, sad efforts at 
conversing with Anna Kendrick, and poor 
Rain Man impressions are enjoyable enough 
to watch. Affleck treads lightly  depicting an 
autistic character and does an adequate job. 
I have a feeling that we will be seeing Wolff 
again.

MOVIE REVIEW

Batman is back, and he knows how to do your 
taxes
The Accountant is a laughable action thriller that makes being a CPA cool

★★★☆☆

The Accountant
Directed by Gavin 
O’Connor

Starring Ben Affleck, 
Anna Kendrick, J.K. 
Simmons, Jon Bernthal

Rated R

Now Playing

CONCERT REVIEW

A centennial tribute to four jazz greats
Danilo Pérez’s Jazz 100 features exciting arrangements of old standards

CHUCK ZLOTNICK

Cynthia Addai-Robinson as Marybeth Medina and J.K. Simmons as Ray King in Warner Bros. Pictures’  The Accountant, a Warner 
Bros. Pictures release.

By Ray Wang
STAFF WRITER

Jazz is defined by its malleability. Every 
arranger brings his own style to well-worn 
standards, and Danilo Pérez is no different. 
The Panamanian pianist brought a distinc-
tively Latin style to some respected standards 
from four jazz greats: Thelonious Monk, 
Dizzy Gillespie, Mongo Santamaria, and Ella 
Fitzgerald. He’s collected a set of world-class 
musicians to realize his artistic goals, spawn-
ing Jazz 100, a celebration of the centennial 
birthdays of the four legends.

The program was sensational — mixing 
Afro-Cuban works led by congo player Ro-
man Diaz, Ella-like vocals from Lizz Wright, 
and instrumental tributes to Monk and Gil-
lespie, Pérez tickled the ears all night long.

Wycliffe Gordon is as unspeakably enter-
taining as he is virtuosic on the trombone. 
He dominated the arrangement of Dizzy Gil-
lespie’s “Ow!”, starting with some scatting (vo-
cal improvisation) before mixing in his funky 

trombone playing. He’s a master with mutes 
to change the tone of his horn, and he pro-
duced some nasty trombone growls to please 
the crowd.

Next, out of the shadowy curtains stepped 
the voice of soul herself, Lizz Wright. I’ve nev-
er heard her before, but she has serious vocal 
chops. Her tone is mellow and resonant, and 
it drew gasps of surprise from her first song, a 
rendition of Fitzgerald’s signature tune, “How 
High the Moon.”

Pérez then performs a piece on solo piano 
in tribute to the eccentric and wildly popular 

mid-1900s pianist, Thelonious Sphere Monk 
(yes, that’s his real name). Although the piece 
wasn’t nearly as unorthodox as Monk’s idio-
syncratic style, making it fall short as a tribute, 
it still stands as a strong part of the program.  

Alongside Wycliffe Gordon was another 
master musician, Grammy-nominated Chris 
Potter worked his tenor sax in a complex ar-
rangement of Monk’s “Off Minor.”  Potter’s 
horn was precise and his dynamic control 
was impeccable as he and Pérez exchanged 
lines in an innovative musical conversation.

One of my favorites was the bossa-esque 

rendition of “Shiny Stockings.” I played that 
song in high school on the trombone in the 
Count Basie style, terse and straight up. Pérez 
infused the song with a faster tempo and a 
significant dose of fun, and Wright enjoyed 
herself as she toyed with the playful lyrics.

In an era of modern jazz that can be so 
avant-garde that it turns off most audiences, 
Jazz 100 is accessible without being hack-
neyed, fresh without being bewildering. I’d 
gladly go see any of those performers solo, 
and roping them all together was pretty for-
tuitous and unimaginably special.  

Jazz 100
Presented by Celebrity 
Series of Boston

Performed by Danilo 
Pérez, Chris Potter, 
Avishai Cohen,

Wycliffe Gordon, Lizz 
Wright

Sanders Theatre

Oct. 16, 2016

ROBERT TORRES

Performers at the Jazz 100 concert presented by the Celebrity Series of Boston.



A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 A
R

T
S

 
Thursday, October 20, 2016 The Tech 11

By Mariam Dogar

When one thinks of high fashion, pho-
tographs of fancy models in designer cloth-
ing or long runways surrounded by flashing 
lights typically come to mind. However, A 
Shaded View on Fashion Film offers a dif-
ferent perspective of fashion. This film fes-
tival, launched in 2008 as the first of its kind 
by fashion blogger and critic Diane Pernet, 
studies the drama and power that fashion 
evokes and demands through artistic and 
creative performances, films, installations, 
and documentaries.

A Shaded View is groundbreaking be-
cause it departs from the conventional and 
stationary photographic medium in favor of 

highlighting the moving image. It is a plat-
form for both established and emerging art-
ists to present fashion by challenging the 
traditional limitations of film. This unique 
forum has brought together distinguished 
figures like Chris Cunningham, Tilda Swin-
ton, Jean Paul Gaultier, Steven Klein, Yves 
Saint Laurent, Gucci, Sergio Rossi, Yohji Ya-
mamoto, and Givenchy, spawning collabora-
tion across disciplines.  After its debut during 
Paris Fashion Week, it was showcased around 
the globe.

The films shown in the A Shaded View 
screening consisted of some of the winners 
and favorites of the festival. The Grand Prix 
winner in 2015, Hungry for Love by Justin Am-
brosio, was a short film about two people who 
are compulsive binge-eaters and face similar 
social ridicule and romantic rejection as a 
result. At a diner, they happen to meet and 
spend the night together roaming around the 
city, eating anything they can find, enjoying 
every last morsel, and sharing their dream 
foods from other countries — until they both 
end up in the hospital with a health scare. The 
Grand Prix winner in 2014, Jumper by Justin 
Anderson, was very different; the film shows 

a beautiful but oddly robotic, naked man us-
ing lust to slowly tear apart an average family. 
All the characters are outwardly unemotional 
when together, but the drama increases with 
each disjointed clip of passion, resulting in a 
very interesting final effect.

One of the most powerful films was Holi 
Holy by Manish Arora, the Grand Prix win-
ner in 2013 and a celebration of the widows of 
Varanasi breaking tradition and participating 
in Holi. This film starts out in a dusky, serious 
setting in a village where the main actress, 
Bishi Battacharya, masked and elaborately 
dressed, joins a group of young and old for-
lorn widows dressed in strikingly white saris 
around a temple. Suddenly, there is an ex-
plosion of Holi color and a celebration in the 
bustling streets of a small village where the 
widows, newly covered in Holi color, join the 
community once again with a beautiful and 
powerful melody in the background accom-
panied by Battacharya’s voice.

After all the films played, Diane Pernet 
herself came on stage to talk about A Shaded 
View and her personal rise to success. She 
received her first degree in documentary film 
and entered the fashion world by working as 

a costume designer for Elle and Vogue. How-
ever, wanting to do her own work, she created 
one of the first fashion blogs and started the 
first fashion film festival. On making the de-
cision to leave traditional fashion to move to 
film, she said she was asked, “Do you want to 
make frocks or do you want to make films?” 
and she felt drawn to the latter. Pernet is also 
known as a “godmother of new and upcom-
ing talent.”

This was my first experience of the kind, 
but I came away from it with so much appre-
ciation for the types of fashion that I didn’t 
know existed. One of the biggest impressions 
the A Shaded View screening and Diane Per-
net’s Q&A session had on me was that fashion 
is truly pervasive in everything. In many sub-
tle shapes and forms, it plays an important 
emotional, social, and political role. Towards 
the end of her talk, Pernet said, “everything 
you do is fashion,” and as I let those words 
sink in and thought about the impact and 
creativity of the films I had just witnessed, I 
realized their truth and significance. I would 
highly recommend these films to those inter-
ested in any art form, especially fashion and 
film.

FILM FESTIVAL REVIEW

“Everything you do is fashion”
Established and emerging artists express fashion through a new medium

A Shaded View on 
Fashion Film
October 6, 2016

Museum of Fine Arts
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Cubs
Solution, page 15

9 1 3 6
8

5 4 9
2 8 6 7 9

7 2 9 3 1
1 9 5 6 8

6 2 4
7
4 3 8 6

Dodgers
Solution, page 15

22+ 240×

6× 30×

60× 18×

4 2

1− 8× 6× 1−

5 3

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Blue Jays
Solution, page 15

8 1 9
1 8 3 4

6 4 8 5
7 1 2 3

5 7 4 9
4 1 9 2

7 2 5 1
3 2 4

Indians
Solution, page 15

3× 18+ 4−

11+ 24×

5 2× 6× 20×

12+ 5×

4 6 3×

15+ 5

by Jorge Cham
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Saturday Stumper by Matthew Sewell
Solution, page 15

ACROSS
1 Quad developers
9 What many a team adopts
15 Aftermarket buy
16 Calendar starter
17 Charged thoughtfully
18 Ruffles
19 Played
20 Took many courses
21 Moving communication: 

Abbr.
22 Party __
23 Accordingly
24 Requirement for some 

fellowships
27 Omega-3 fatty acid source
29 Propel nonstop
30 Designee, informally
31 Space on a container ship
32 Shock-avoidance request
34 Reason for diminished 

returns
37 Far beyond patched
38 “__ it pretty to think so?” 

(The Sun Also Rises ender)
39 Not following
40 Sparkling

41 Pompous pronouncement
42 Some Sunday School 

drawings
43 Balky one
44 What a larva may become
45 Six-time award for DDE
47 “Not a surprise”
49 Leader between Jacques 

and François
53 Nicaraguan nana
54 Awesome prospect
55 Unoriginal, as bronze 

replicas
56 Gains elbow room, 

perhaps
57 Refractory response
58 Idle

DOWN
1 Term now sensitive for 

some Finns
2 Its 50 is getting a redesign 

in 2017
3 Some 2011 Ferraris
4 Owner of The Body Shop
5 They have shake-to-undo 

settings

6 Undoing of many Bard 
protagonists

7 Un tercio de los nueve
8 Brief yardstick
9 Certain Colonial-era 

protectors
10 Name on the cover of 

Breathing Lessons
11 Cato and Tacitus
12 Trend scout
13 Starting order
14 Puts a strain on
20 Vb. category
22 Razzie role for Silverstone
24 Echolocation user
25 1 or pi, for instance
26 Baker’s butter substitute
28 OED initialism since 2011
29 Exhibit polypnea
31 Undo a body modification, 

perhaps
32 Bashes
33 Undone items
35 Visibly worried
36 __ group
41 Metaphorical obsession
42 Beyond good and evil

43 Contemporary R&B diva
44 Mythical lyre player
46 Word on some Oscars
48 “You may __ like” (etailer 

prompt)
49 Region touting “bottled 

poetry”

50 Put something on
51 It’s between Minneapolis 

and Kansas City on I-35
52 Possible cause for a time-

out
54 Rowling’s Three 

Broomsticks

[1741] Work

Despite it being imaginary, I already have SUCH a strong opinion on the cord-switch firing incident.

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

World Series
Solution, page 15

34+ 1− 5− 10×

4− 9× 48× 4

1− 12× 336× 11+

12+ 6− 12× 7×

56× 40× 54× 216×

2− 5 2− 2− 2

162× 6− 9×

84× 24× 160× 21×

12× 4 14+

[1746] Making Friends

“This seems more like a way to attract turkey vultures.” “My mom always told me a turkey vulture is just a friend you haven’t 
met yet, usually because you don’t smell enough like decaying meat.”

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe
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ALEXANDER C. BOST—THE TECH

Thatcher Chamberlain ’19 and Noa K. Yoder ’19 finish a race during this weekend’s Oberg Trophy, hosted by MIT.

Solution to Blue Jays
from page 12

3 2 4 7 5 8 1 9 6
1 8 5 3 6 9 2 4 7
7 6 9 2 4 1 3 8 5
8 9 7 1 2 5 6 3 4
6 4 1 9 8 3 5 7 2
2 5 3 6 7 4 9 1 8
4 1 8 5 9 6 7 2 3
9 7 6 8 3 2 4 5 1
5 3 2 4 1 7 8 6 9

Solution to Indians
from page 12

3 1 5 4 6 2
1 5 3 2 4 6
5 3 1 6 2 4
6 4 2 1 3 5
4 2 6 5 1 3
2 6 4 3 5 1

Solution to Cubs
from page 12

2 7 8 9 4 1 5 3 6
9 4 6 5 3 2 7 1 8
5 1 3 6 7 8 4 9 2
3 2 4 1 8 5 6 7 9
6 8 7 2 9 3 1 4 5
1 9 5 4 6 7 2 8 3
8 6 2 7 1 9 3 5 4
7 5 9 3 2 4 8 6 1
4 3 1 8 5 6 9 2 7

Solution to Dodgers
from page 12

4 1 6 2 5 3
3 6 5 1 4 2
2 5 4 6 3 1
1 4 3 5 2 6
6 3 2 4 1 5
5 2 1 3 6 4

Solution to World Series
from page 14

5 9 4 7 6 8 3 2 1
8 3 7 1 9 2 6 5 4
1 5 9 3 2 4 8 7 6
9 4 8 2 1 3 7 6 5
3 7 2 5 4 6 1 9 8
6 1 5 8 7 9 4 3 2
4 8 3 6 5 7 2 1 9
7 2 6 9 8 1 5 4 3
2 6 1 4 3 5 9 8 7

Solution to Crossword
from page 13

Help us out.
(We need it)

email join@tech.mit.edu

Are you a gramma ninja?
� e Tech needs copy editors.

Want to work 
with Alexander 

Hamilton?

join@tech.mit.edu
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By Ahaan Rungta
SPORTS STAFF

Coming off an outstanding 
year in the 2015-16 season, the 
MIT women’s tennis team is 

making a run at one 
of the most suc-
cessful seasons in 
program history. 
The Engineers have 
started the 2016-17 
season with an 8-0 

record after sweeps of Emerson, 
Springfield, Mt. Holyoke, Clark, 
and Wheaton, and cozy defeats 
of Wellesley, Babson, and Smith.

Many Engineers remain loss-
less nearly halfway through the 
season, and the team has been 
performing well in both singles 
and doubles. Lara Rakocevic ’20 
leads the way on singles with an 
11-1 record (8-0 in the NEWMAC 
conference). Serena Le ’20 and 
Rena Liu ’18 have also taken the 
conference by storm as a danger-
ous pair, having gone 7-0 in their 
doubles play.

Coached primarily by seven-
time NEWMAC coach of the year 
Carol Matsuzaki, the team con-
sists of nine members, including 
at least one from each year.  The 
team is co-captained by Sonya 
Das ’18, Dora Tzeng ’18, and Ely-
sa Kohrs ’17.

After arguably one of the best 
starts to a season in history, The 
Tech spoke with Kohrs about 
the team. As co-captains, aside 
from shining on the courts, Das, 
Tzeng, and Kohrs help keep the 
team socially active by running 

activities among the teammates. 
They also stay in direct contact 
with the coaching staff.

Kohrs attributes both her 
success on the court and in the 
classroom in part to her team-
mates and her time on the var-
sity team. She spoke about the 
unique opportunity to play for 
MIT and what it has meant to her 
personally:

“It can be hard to balance 
tennis with academics, but it 
is so worth it. The highlight of 
my college experience has defi-
nitely been the opportunity to 
play tennis for MIT and develop 
relationships with my team-
mates and coaches. I think MIT 
has made me appreciate tennis 
and my teammates a lot because 
even when I have a rough week 
because of classes, practice time 
is two hours built into my sched-
ule every day where I get to for-
get about academics and just 
be on the court with amazing 
teammates.”

Kohrs also reiterated the vi-
tality of the varsity team culture 
and what makes the tight-knit 
group a team that sticks together 
strong through adversity:

“Our team culture makes be-
ing on the team about a lot more 
than just playing tennis. Be-
tween practicing, traveling, and 
just hanging out together, we’ve 
become really close and I think 
that motivates us during actual 
matches because we aren’t just 
playing for ourselves individual-
ly, we’re competing for our team-
mates, coaches, and school too.”

Women’s tennis, 
undefeated, aims 
for a historic run
Rakocevic ’20 leads the way on 
singles in strong start to season

MATI K. ALEMAYHEU

Midfielder Shannon Miller ’19 fights for the ball. MIT won 2-1.
PING XU—THE TECH

MIT Women’s Volleyball wins 3-1 against Swarthmore College.

PING XU—THE TECH

MIT Sport Taekwondo competes last Saturday. 

PING XU—THE TECH

MIT Rifle competes last Saturday.

SPORTS BLITZ
Women’s soccer (13-4) 

put 7 past Smith in a 7-2 rout. 
Chessa Hoekstra ’20 scored 
twice for the Engineers.

Women’s volleyball (21-
3) won the MIT Quad tour-
nament with victories over 
Swarthmore and College of 
Mount Saint vincent.

Sailing took first place at 
the Captain Hurst Bowl fin-
ishing ahead of the higher-
ranked Yale and Dartmouth. 

Ty Ingram ’18 and Sameena 
Shaffeeullah ’19 finshed sec-
ond in division A while Paige 
Omura ’17 and Trevor Long ’19 
took third in division B.

Field hockey (10-3) over-
came a 0-2 deficit to over-
power  Wellesley 5-2. Bai-
ley Tregoning ’19 scored a 
hattrick.

Football (1-4) were white-
wahsed 37-0 at Western New 
England University. 
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