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By Burhan Azeem and Drew 
Bent

Like clockwork, Valentino flew 
every month from his rural home 
to the capital city of Jakarta, Indo-
nesia to study and compete. He was 
a fierce competitor and a diplomat, 
representing his country on the in-
ternational stage against nine com-
petitors. Valentino was in elemen-
tary school.

He would later become a gold 
medalist in the International Biol-
ogy Olympiad.

Valentino Sudaryo ’19 is like a 

number of international students 
who came to MIT after—or maybe, 
because of—the role they played in 
representing their countries at the 
highest levels in academic competi-
tions in high school. These students 
are often national heroes, yet they 
roam the MIT corridors like every 
other undergraduate.

The road to MIT for any interna-
tional student is an incredibly chal-
lenging one. Each year, the number 
of international students applying 
to MIT for an undergraduate edu-
cation is roughly enough to fill the 
entire student body.

This year, 4,299 people applied 
from abroad, yet only 132 were ad-
mitted, according to the Dean of 
MIT Admissions, Stu Schmill ’86. 
This admit rate of 3.1 percent for in-
ternational students is significantly 
lower than the 7.8 percent statistic 
for the entire student body.

One curious observation is that 
a significant number of these ac-
cepted international students par-
ticipated in olympiads back in high 
school. While the MIT admissions 
office does not have numbers read-

IN SHORT
The deadline to initiate pre-registration for fall classes is June 13 at 5 
p.m.

Remember to submit CI-H/HW subjects before June 13 using the CI-H/
HW tool accessed through pre-registration.

Congratulations to the class of 2016!

Send news and tips to news@tech.mit.edu.
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Doctoral candidates take a selfie during the Investiture of Doctoral Degree Hoods on Thursday morning�

New House’s HVAC, 
pipes to be assessed 
before a plan is final 
It is still unclear if the building will 
be demolished or will be renovated

By Karleigh Moore
EDITOR

MIT will assess corroded pipes 
and problems with heating, ventila-
tion, and air conditioning system in 
New House before making a deci-
sion about whether to renovate or 
demolish the dorm.

Right now, MIT is conduct-
ing a cost analysis of both options, 
and expects to have more infor-
mation about next steps early this 
fall. The Building Committee will 
consider the results of these analy-
ses as it makes recommendation 
to the Executive Committee of the 
Corporation.

“Once a final decision is made 
about New House and a larger vi-
sion for West Campus is complete, 
we will inform the community,” 
Chancellor Barnhart PhD ’88 said 
in an email to The Tech.

On May 8, Chancellor Barnhart, 
Director of Special Projects (in the 
Chancellor’s Office) Jag Patel, Ex-
ecutive Director for Administra-
tion Peter Cummings, and Head of 
House Wesley Harris met with New 
House residents to address ques-
tions about the future of the dorm. 
They stressed that it is “premature 

at this time to predict the long-term 
disposition of New House, potential 
timelines for renovation or replace-
ment, the effect of closing New 
House on other residences, or the 
design of a possible replacement 
residence hall.”

Chancellor Barnhart empha-
sized that students will be involved 
in the design process for the resi-
dence hall and its programming as 
well as any relocations that may be 
needed during construction.

“We are committed to working 
with students throughout the entire 
campus renewal process,” Barnhart 
said.

Plans for New House’s future 
will not affect the timeline for a new 
dorm projected to open on West 
Campus in 2019, Matthew Bauer, 
Director of Communications in the 
Division of Student Life, said in an 
email to The Tech.

Bauer advised current resi-
dents not to let concerns about fu-
ture construction on New House 
discourage them from recruiting 
freshmen. He urged them to con-
tinue advertising their “extraor-
dinary community” and said that 
DSL “will offer support for these 
outreach efforts.”

FEATURE

MIT’s international olympians

Olympians, Page 6

By Drew Bent
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

On Saturday, May 7, with final 
exams approaching, the MIT com-
munity did something unexpect-
ed: it celebrated. The celebration 
was uniquely MIT and included a 
parade led by the famous Oliver 
Smoot ’62 (after which the smoot, 
a unit of measure, is named), an 
extravagant pageant with fireworks 
before the Great Dome, and a night 
of dance parties with much-antici-
pated open bars.

The cause for celebration was 
not finals, but rather the hundred-
year anniversary of MIT’s move 
from Boston and over the Charles 
River to Cambridge. MIT’s centen-

nial festivities have been taking 
place for months as part of the MIT 
2016 program, which even boasts its 
own steering committee, chaired by 
Professor John Ochsendorf.

Moving Day at MIT on May 7 
was the pinnacle of these centenni-
al events. It commemorated MIT’s 
move in 1916, as well as the past 
100 years of achievements from the 
Institute.

In the afternoon, members of 
the MIT community gathered to ei-
ther watch or participate in a Cross-
ing the Charles procession. Vari-
ous labs, teams, and other groups 
crossed the Charles River from Bos-
ton to Cambridge using all sorts of 
modes of transportation, many of 
which they had built.

A highlight was a re-creation of 
the bucentaur, or Venetian barge, 
that MIT had used 100 years earlier 
to transport its charter across the 
river. The re-created one was 20 feet 
long and had been built by students 
out of luan wood, paper maché, 
and cardboard.

The bucentaur was joined by 
motorized kayaks, sailboats, and a 
model of the Great Dome on a raft.

Perfectly positioned on the 
“Reif Raft” to see the boats go by 
were President Rafael Reif him-
self, Chairman of the Corporation 
Robert Millard ’73, and Cambridge 
Mayor E. Denise Simmons, who 
celebrated the occasion together.

As some people crossed by wa-

Pageant, parade, and parties mark 
the centennial of Cambridge campus
Oliver Smoot, whose height measures Harvard Bridge, present

Moving Day, Page 3

By Emma Bingham
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

Seth Alexander, President of 
the MIT Investment Management 
Company, was once again MIT’s 
highest compensated individual, 
earning $1,607,182, according to 
MIT’s tax form 990 for the year 2014.

The form, which all tax exempt 
organizations are required to make 
available to the public, includes 
the compensation of MIT’s top ad-
ministrators and other highest-paid 
individuals, among other financial 
data. The numbers in this article re-

flect both reportable compensation 
(the amount that would appear on 
an individual's W-2 form) and esti-
mated amount of other compensa-
tion, such as retirement benefits.

MIT’s second-highest-paid in-
dividual was MITIMCo Managing 
Director Steven C. Marsh’s pay of 
$1,266,029, followed by President 
Emerita Susan J. Hockfield with 
$1,095,579.

As for current administrators, 
President L. Rafael Reif was paid 
$967,887, Provost Martin A. Schmidt 
was paid $610,183, Executive VP 

Annual filing reveals who 
earned the most in 2014, 
MITIMCo heads top list
Reif trailed Hockfield, business and economics 
professors beat their colleagues in other depts

Compensation, Page 3

By Karleigh Moore
EDITOR

The department of Electrical En-
gineering and Computer Science 
has announced a new curriculum 
that has been approved for EECS 
majors in the class of 2020.

Students in the classes 2017, 2018, 
and 2019 will have the option of pur-
suing a Course 6 degree with either 
the old or new set of requirements. 
The updated curriculum has been 
approved for 6-1, 6-2, 6-3, and 6-7.

"The new curriculum puts more 
choice in students’ hands while pro-
viding a solid grounding in the es-

sential elements of an education in 
electrical engineering and comput-
er science,” Anantha Chandrakasan, 
EECS Department Head, said in an 
email to undergraduates.  

Key changes to the curriculum 
for 6-1, 6-2, and 6-3 include the re-
moval of one of the introductory 

Course 6 announces a revised curriculum
Members of the class of 2020 will be the first to be affected by the new curriculum

EECS, Page 3
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is proud to host and sponsor the 20th season of the 

Friday, July 15, 2016  | 8:00pm |  Kresge Auditorium, MIT

no ticket required

GEORGE OGATA ,  MUSIC DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR

Please join us for a very special performance of 
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mph.
Sunday: Rain. High 68°F (21°C).
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Friday, June 3, 2016

By Vince Agard
STAFF METEOROLOGIST

A warm front will pass from 
west to east through southern 
New England on Friday, bring-
ing with it warmer tempera-
tures but also the threat of rain. 
Formation of showers will be 
possible along a line stretching 
from Maine to Maryland as the 
front forces air upward, lead-
ing to condensation of water 
vapor as the rising air cools. The 
good news is that any showers 
that do form will likely be light 
in nature, so the commence-
ment ceremony in Killian Court 
will not be a washout. The bad 

news is that open umbrellas 
are not permitted during the 
ceremony, so be sure to dress 
appropriately!

The front will move offshore 
on Friday night, leaving Massa-
chusetts in the warm sector of a 
cyclone centered over eastern 
Canada. As a result, Saturday 
will be the most enjoyable day 
of the weekend, with plenty 
of sunshine and temperatures 
potentially reaching the 80°F 
(27°C) mark.

Sunday, on the other hand, 
likely will be a washout, with 
more substantial rain on the 
way as a cold front makes its 
way across the region.

WEATHER

Showers threaten to 
dampen commencement

Do you want to be like Sherlock Holmes?
The Tech is looking for investigative reporters. 

Do you like asking tough questions?
Do you enjoy nosing around and collecting evidence?
If so, we want you on our team!

join@tech.mit.edu
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Congratulations graduates!
from all of us at the MIT Libraries

Special thanks and best wishes to the 
Class of 2016 MIT Libraries student workers

Alyssa Napier

Meghan O’Dell

Emily Rosser

Isabella Stuopis

Charlotte Swasey

Mrudul Thatte

Darcy Thompson

Sarah Wright

Samira Bazuzi

Elizabeth Berg

Amir Elayyan

Langston Fitts

Helen Liu

Martin Lopez 

Cecile Lu

Momchil Molnar

Learn about opportunities to support the MIT Libraries at libraries.mit.edu/giving 

ter, others crossed by land. Lead-
ing the parade over the Harvard 
bridge was Oliver Smoot. Others in 
the parade included Ray Magliozzi 
of NPR's Car Talk, as well as a chee-
tah robot developed at the MIT 
Biomimetics Robotics Lab.

Those participating on both 
land and water were also com-
peting to be in the top four teams 
recognized. A group of professors 
and administrators stationed in a 
judges’ box on the bridge assigned 
points based on metrics like “el-
egant engineering design” and “ex-
pressing humor, school spirit, and/
or a sense of ‘only at MIT.’”

Many alumni were on campus 
to partake in the crossing, having 
just participated that morning in 
a set of events to mark the public 
launch of MIT’s latest capital cam-
paign that seeks to raise $5 billion.

In the evening, MIT hosted a 
pageant in Killian Court that was 
reminiscent of the one held to cel-
ebrate the opening of the new cam-
pus a century ago. This pageant 
had a full multimedia display that 
included a lit-up Great Dome and 
fireworks over the Charles River.

The multimedia display even 
included playful anagramming of 
the engraved “Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology” on Building 10. 

Powerful projectors were used to 
give the illusion that the stone let-
ters were actually moving around.

Professional actors led a per-
formance that put MIT’s motto, 
“Mens et Manus,” and the age-old 
debate of theory versus practice, 
on display. The actors brought to 
life the people in the MIT seal — 
one a stodgy old man with his nose 
buried in books, and the other a 
young, brash woman carrying a 
hammer.

They were joined by a cappella 
and dance groups, as well as pup-
peteers who wore gigantic cos-
tumes of famous MIT alumni that 
looked like large bobbleheads.

Moving Day concluded with 
four dance parties under tents that 
were spread out across the cam-
pus. Each party had a theme from 
a particular time period in the past 
century.

Students loved not only the 
open bars, but also the opportu-
nity to come together and dance as 
a community.

“There were old people, young 
people, hot people, not-so-hot 
people,” wrote one commenter 
on the MIT Confessions Facebook 
page wrote. “It seemed like the en-
tire community was eager to just let 
go and get rowdy. I was surprised 
MIT could turn up that much.”

Moving Day, from Page 1

Moving Day, start 
of comprehensive 
campaign coincide
Pageant featured professional 
actors and student performances

and Treasurer Israel Ruiz was paid 
$606,763, and Chancellor Cynthia 
Barnhart was paid $394,415.

For comparison, Harvard 
president Drew G. Faust received 
$1,202,980 in compensation, 
Harvard Provost Alan M. Garber 
received $833,167, and Harvard 
Executive VP Katherine N. Lapp 
received $671,789.

These amounts, however, are 
not the highest among MIT’s peer 
institutions. According to the 
Chronicle of Higher Education, in 
2013, Columbia president Lee C. 
Bollinger earned upwards of $4.5 
million, and University of Penn-
sylvania president Amy Gutmann 
earned $3 million, making them 
the highest paid presidents in 
academia.

Professors at MIT’s Sloan 
School of Management were 
also among MIT’s highest com-
pensated individuals. Professors 
Charles Fine and Roberto Fernan-
dez earned $906,406 and $843,178 

respectively.
Professor Daron Acemoglu in 

the Economics Department made 
$841,380. This level of compensa-
tion may be what is required to re-
tain top economics talent. Stanford 
made an offer to Acemoglu in 2012. 
Economics professors Dave Don-
aldson and Michael Greenstone re-
cently left MIT for Stanford and the 
University of Chicago, respectively. 
Harvard has recently lost some of 
its economists as well—Professors 
Raj Chetty, Susan C. Athey, and 
Guido W. Imbens all departed for 
Stanford.

High-ranking members of the 
MIT Corporation were also well-
compensated, with Senior VP and 
Secretary R. Gregory Morgan earn-
ing $674,040, outgoing Chairman 
John S. Reed earning $233,663 and 
incoming Chairman Robert B. Mil-
lard earning $76,773. The latter two 
figures reflect the fact that each 
man served only part of that year—
Millard, the current chairman, be-
gan his tenure in October 2014.

Three employees’ 
2014 salaries top 
one million dollars 
Course 15 Prof. Charles Fine is the 
highest paid professor at MIT
Compensation, from Page 1

EECS labs. “This will allow earlier 
engagement with core subject ar-
eas,” Chandrakasan said.

Under the old curriculum, stu-
dents were required to take 6.01 
and 6.02 to fulfill the introductory 
lab requirement, but under the 
new curriculum, students have the 
option of completing 6.0001 and 
6.01, 6.02, 6.03, or 6.S08; 6.01 and 
a 3-unit programming module; or 
6.S08 and a 3-unit programming 
module. Additionally, under the 
new curriculum, students need 
only complete 6.UAT (which will 
be 9 units) or 6.UAR instead of the 
previous requirements: 6.UAT and 
6.UAP, or 6.UAR.

According to the EECS require-
ments checklist, the department 
requirements under the old cur-
riculum include 14 to 15 courses for 
6-1 and 6-3 majors, 15 to 16 courses 
for 6-2 majors, and 16 courses for 
6-7 majors. Under the new curricu-
lum, the 6-1, 6-2, and 6-3 programs 
will require 13 courses plus 6.S080, 
a 3-unit programming module, 
or 6.0001, and 6-7 will require 14 
classes.

There are a few new courses 
that come with this announce-
ment: 6.041 will be broken into two 
half-semester courses, 6.041A and 
6.041B; 6.009 will become a new 
12-unit foundation-level subject; 
and 6.031, a 15-unit header-level 

subject that starts spring 2017.
6.005 will be split into two class-

es, 6.009 and 6.031, to “prepare stu-
dents for higher level coursework 
by giving them the skills needed to 
write software that operates robust-
ly,” Chandrakasan said. In 6.009, 
students will design medium-sized 
programs in Python, and in 6.031, 
students will work in Java to create 
large-scale software.

Because 6.005 will be retired, 
and because 6.031 has multiple 
prerequisites, 6.031 will not carry 
6.005’s classification as a REST sub-
ject. 6.004 will become a REST sub-
ject starting fall 2016.

This article was edited to include 
the updates to the 6-7 curriculum.

All majors within course 6 
see major curricula revisions 
Each major will require fewer courses than before, 
6.005 will be retired in fall in favor of new courses
EECS, from Page 1

Cambridge Planning Board approves Kendall 
Square changes

The Cambridge Planning 
Board unanimously approved 
MIT’s plans to make several ma-
jor changes to Kendall Square. 

The changes will increase the 
amount of retail space and the 
amount of housing in the square 
and convert several parking lots 
into open space. 

“Over two decades — thanks 
to the energy, creativity, and 
aspirations of thousands of re-
searchers, inventors, entrepre-
neurs, and companies of ev-
ery size — Kendall Square has 
gradually evolved from a semi-
industrial landscape to the one 

of the most remarkable hubs of 
innovation in the world,” MIT 
President L. Rafael Reif said in a 
statement. 

The project will move the MIT 
Museum and the admissions of-
fice to Kendall Square. 

The square will also see a net 
increase of 250 graduate hous-
ing units; Eastgate is set to be 
destroyed after the new, larger, 
dormitory is completed. 

The newly built up area is ex-
pected to enjoy a more vibrant 
street life, a release on MIT News 
said. 

The new buildings will chiefly 

feature glass facades and will 
provide a backdrop to several of 
the existing buildings along the 
southern side of Main Street. 
One new building, which will 
provide both market rate and 
affordable housing, will be lo-
cated across the street, near the 
intersection of Main Street and 
Broadway. 

MIT plans to hire a director 
of open space programming who 
will work to promote activity in 
the open space that will replace 
the existing parking lots off Hay-
ward Street. 

—William Navarre

The Tech is looking for 
interactive graphic designers 
to join its online media team� 

No experience necessary� We’ll give you the tools to get you started� 

This is a great way to gain valuable job experience, build a strong web 
portfolio, and create designs that will be submitted for national awards�

For more information, email join@tech.mit.edu
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Cap
Solution, page 10

Tent
Solution, page 10

2 9 1 6 4
3 5 2
1 8 2

5 3 9
1 6

4 9 2
5 1 4

9 8 2
4 2 1 5 9

5 4 9
1 5 6

6 2 3 7 1
4 2
6 4 8 3

9 4
2 9 1 5 3

8 2 1
1 3 2

Gown
Solution, page 10

Diploma
Solution, page 10

15+ 14+

18× 6 4×

4 72× 5

1− 1− 60×

60×

8× 6 3

16+ 18× 2×

60× 24×

3 120× 9+

1− 2 1

48× 3− 3

5 3× 6

Now Hear This by Gail Grabowski
Solution, page 10

ACROSS
1 Unable to feel anything
5 College official
9 Unruly crowds
13 Sub tracking device
14 Wheel-connecting rod
15 Spot of land in the sea
16 Emcee’s start, for short
17 Take a break
18 Scrapbook adhesive
19 Be a braggart
22 Defeated, in boxing
23 Grain in Cheerios
24 “Rumor has it . . .”
28 Agile
30 Nation n. of Mexico
33 Towel fabric
34 Writer of verses
35 Molecule part
36 Spotless
39 Back part of a sock
40 Baseball hats
41 Promotional connection
42 “Absolutely!”
43 Richmond or Reno

44 Goatees, for example
45 Now __ then (occasionally)
46 Rowboat blade
47 Fails to jog one’s memory
56 Numbered musical work
57 Very long time
58 Prohibited thing
59 Give a hoot
60 Out of danger
61 Arm joint
62 Parking-meter opening
63 Jogging pace
64 Piece of office furniture

DOWN
1 Prohibited thing
2 “Do __ others . . .”
3 Store ending for K or Wal
4 Most populous Big Apple 

borough
5 Took a risk
6 Former spouses
7 Furthermore
8 Measure of personal wealth
9 Could possibly

10 Norway’s capital
11 Fuzzy image
12 Observed
13 Use a chair
20 Signal “OK” with one’s 

head
21 Thumbs-down vote
24 Wanting to scratch
25 Big brawl
26 Oaks and elms
27 Word-of-mouth
28 All lathered up
29 Church benches
30 Say out loud
31 __ as a rock (reliable)
32 Prayer endings
34 Exam for HS juniors
35 India’s continent
37 Conclusive evaluation
38 Repeated over and over
43 Atlanta-based news channel
44 Piece of luggage
45 Strong point
46 Beginning stage
47 Physicians, informally

48 Whitish gemstone
49 Money in Italy
50 Lion sound
51 Data, for short

52 Hay bundle
53 Recedes
54 Take a peek
55 Close to the ground
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1–9. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

A HUGE CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL NEW GRADUATES
Solution, page 12

2− 140× 2− 27× 2

432× 84× 140× 11+

9× 8 7 4

30× 72× 432×

168× 20+ 38+

5 27× 7×

432× 23+ 5×

7 5 6× 3

56× 20+ 8×

Saturday Stumper by Doug Peterson
Solution, page 12

ACROSS
1 Hard to resist, in a way
9 Grape-Nuts developer
15 Where chestnuts might be 

found
16 Medium effort
17 Sketch not drawn
18 “Backwoods Barbie” artist
19 Defensive fortification
20 First audience-

participation TV talk show
21 Practice
22 Parlor decoration
23 Make a bad impression on
24 Really let have it
27 DVD player part
29 Part of four NFL logos
30 __ thruster (type of rocket 

engine)
31 Brand name on Yoplait’s 

Cotton Candy yogurt
32 Only veep born in DC
34 Teed off
37 Top of slopes
38 About five pounds of 

letter-size
39 Tom Wolfe, circa 1956

40 Ark builder in a 2007 film
41 Future star debuting in A 

Nightmare on Elm Street
42 Focused grp.
43 Pegged
44 To Be or Not to __ (Dizzy 

Gillespie memoir)
45 Many TV drama heroes
47 Canceled a reservation, 

say
49 Watson’s “How we 

discovered DNA,” for one
53 Sponge, for one
54 Posh mall
55 Refiner’s activity
56 Egg whites, to some
57 Marked to move
58 Literally, “publicity”

DOWN
1 Allowing a peek
2 Through
3 Cleared for launch
4 Write over
5 Big choreographer
6 Snake in a nut can, 

essentially

7 Daschle’s ex-Senate 
collaborator on a 2016 
book

8 Wring (out)
9 Grand fraction
10 Bring up with, with “on”
11 Ideal model
12 Staggering
13 Heels
14 Basis of a platform
20 Break or time preceder
22 Return business
24 Torpedo features
25 Went to see
26 Reptile house supplies
28 Roaring start
29 Batman comics explosion 

sound
31 Center of many 

comparisons
32 Lacking backing
33 “__, lad’’ (apt anagram for 

a UN member)
35 Brown sphere
36 “Sure do”
41 Get into
42 Toward the tow rope

43 State with the shortest 
international land border

44 Hooey
46 Relaxes
48 Webster autograph, in part
49 __ order

50 Athena guided its 
construction

51 Heated denial
52 Giant of the 

Enlightenment
54 __ order
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ily available regarding olympiads, 
there are dozens of students who 
fit into this category.

What is it about olympiads that 
allow international students to 
discover MIT, apply to MIT, and 
then be accepted to MIT?

Korrawat Pruegsanusak ’19, 
who goes by James for short, is 
one of the students who defied the 
odds to be here. He hails from Hat 
Yai, a southern city of Thailand.

Like they were for Valentino, 
academic competitions were the 
basis of James’s childhood. He and 
his sister began competing after 
some family friends’ suggestions.

By second grade, James was 
already competing at the national 
level in mathematics.

His mother rushed to keep up 
with James and his sister. With lit-
tle guidance from the schools, she 
had to learn how to get the two to 
Bangkok multiples times a year 
for various competitions.

In sixth grade, James went to 
his first international competi-
tion in Hong Kong. “It was good,” 
he said shyly of his performance 
in the competition. In fact, James 
had won gold.

James and Valentino were 
young to start competing, and 
their momentum never ceased. 
For multiple reasons, their im-
pressive trajectories would later 
lead them to MIT.

One way for international stu-
dents to differentiate themselves 
in the competitive arena that is 
MIT admissions is to apply with 
some olympiad medals under 
their belts. But olympiads are 
more than just resume builders.

“I really didn’t care for school,” 
said Allan Dos Santos Costa ’19, 
talking about what it was like for 
him before he discovered olympi-
ads. “My life was less devoted to 
learning,” he chuckled.

Allan comes from a region in 
Brazil called Bauru. While he was 
always passionate about science, 
he didn’t come from one of the 
Brazilian cities in which students 
are trained from a young age in 
preparation for olympiads. For 
him, it was an aunt’s suggestion to 
start competing.

After earning his first medal, 
a bronze one, in the Brazilian As-
tronomy Olympiad, Allan’s life 
changed.

“If you were to meet me one 

year before the olympiads and 
one year after, you wouldn’t rec-
ognize me. I was totally a different 
person, I’d say.”

“The medal itself wasn’t very 
valuable, but it opened so many 
doors for me,” said Allan. “It basi-
cally allowed me to keep evolving 
and foster my passion for astrono-
my and astrophysics.”

“I kind of started understand-
ing why most of the things I was 
learning in classes, why they mat-
tered, why I should be learning 
them, and how I should use them.”

Allan’s story is somewhat dif-
ferent from James’s and Valen-
tino’s. For one, he started com-
peting much later. However, the 
transformation they all experi-
enced due to olympiads is similar.

James talked about how much 
he enjoyed the challenging nature 
of olympiad problems and the 
problem-solving skills he learned 
from them. Furthermore, the at-
mosphere of working with oth-
ers drove him to become a better 
student.

Not everyone had such a posi-
tive experience with olympiads, 
though. Valentino said he saw 
some of his friends become so 
fearful that they were going to 
lose a single competition, be-
cause they felt the stakes stakes 
were so high. A single loss could 
keep them from the international 
level, where they would then have 
a chance to change their lives 
by later being accepted to a top 
university.

For those who do excel in 
olympiads, though, the experi-
ence changes their thinking. Allan 
said that some of the most impor-
tant parts he gained from the ex-
perience were “the way olympiads 
require you to study and the way 
olympiads require you to think.

It is likely for this reason that 
MIT loves to accept students who 
participate in olympiads. Whether 
or not the student came into olym-
piads with strong academic skills, 
those who make it through have 
the skills and mindset of a type 
of student that MIT admissions 
knows will thrive in the Institute.

“The olympiads are a great ac-
tivity for students who love cre-
ative thinking in the sciences, and 
also a way for students to find a 
community of like-minded peo-
ple,” wrote Schmill in an email to 
The Tech.

The community of like-mind-
ed people is also what spurs 
many students to consider ap-
plying abroad to places like MIT. 
They hear about opportunities in 
other countries that may not be 
available in their own. Valentino 
and Allan said they learned more 
about MIT from the Olympiad 
Community.

“After participating in [Inter-
national Biology Olympiad], I had 
many friends and team leaders 
who came to me, and they were 
like, ‘Dude, you have to apply to 
these universities in China, in Ja-
pan, in Russia,’” said Allan.

It was at that point that Allan 
stopped studying for Brazil’s na-
tional exams and became set on 
studying abroad. At first, he con-
sidered schools in Asia. He even 
started studying Chinese.

“I had to talk with many, many 
people in order to decide that the 
U.S. was indeed the best place for 
me.”

Allan applied to universities 
in many different countries, and 
one of those was MIT. “Like most 
people who apply to MIT, I was 
not really considering that I would 
[get in],” said Allan. “So when I 
[got into] MIT, it was like this crazy 
sensation, ‘Man, you’re at the top 
of the world.’”

In Thailand, like in Brazil, the 
average student doesn’t think of 
traveling abroad.

“Studying abroad for Thai stu-
dents or for Thai families is not 
that popular, but it sounds very 
prestigious,” said James. “For av-
erage middle class students … it’s 
not necessarily one of the options 
to study abroad.”

According to James, there are 
two main ways to study abroad: 
either be part of a “higher middle 
class family” or receive a scholar-
ship. Scoring well in olympiads 
often provides students with the 
latter, as was the case for James.

After winning a gold medal in 
the International Physics Olym-
piad in twelfth grade, James re-
ceived a scholarship, called the 
King’s Scholarship, to attend a 
university internationally. The 
scholarship program also pre-
pares the students for the tran-
sition by sending them to a 
boarding school to improve their 
English. In James’ case, he attend-
ed Phillips Exeter in New Hamp-
shire for a year.

James ultimately decided to at-
tend MIT, where he now looks to 
study computer science. He is in 
good company: an overwhelming 
majority of the 20 Thai students at 
MIT participated in some olym-
piad, according to James.

One may then wonder if 
winning an olympiad medal is 
needed to have a good chance of 
getting into MIT. Valentino, for 
example, recalled his MIT inter-
viewer telling him, “Don’t even 
think about MIT if you haven’t 
done olympiads.”

Schmill emphasizes that this 
isn’t the case. “Certainly not all, 
or even most of” accepted inter-
national students participated in 
olympiads, Schmill said. “We look 
for the same qualities in interna-
tional applicants as we do domes-
tic students.”

Comparing international stu-
dents to domestic students may 
be a difficult task, but it’s possible 
that MIT has begun to apply more 
of the same holistic approach used 
in domestic admissions towards 
its international admissions.

“I’d say some years ago, it was 
pretty common for MIT just to 
gather the top of the top of the top 
in olympiads,” said Allan, based 
on his observations of other Bra-
zillians accepted to MIT. “It was 
really hard for people like me [to 
get in], just because it’s really hard 
to, in two years, participate in in-
ternational olympiads, and get re-
ally good medals.”

“Some years [ago], it became 
more common for MIT to really 
consider the regional situation of 
the person,” said Allan. “I feel like 
there is this trend of really con-
sidering the background, and not 
only the medal or the level of the 
[person].”

Yet, as long as olympiads are 
around, one can expect them to 
continue to turn out some of the 
most accomplished and promis-
ing students — ones that MIT is 
likely to accept.

The admissions department 
at MIT knows this, and so do pro-
spective students. Rather than 
shying away from this connection, 
MIT seems to have embraced it.

“Because a lot of our students 
and alumni have competed in in-
ternational olympiads, I hope that 
has had an effect of encouraging 
other students to participate in 
them,” said Schmill.

Olympians, from Page 1

Medals earned at the international 
olympiads may give admissions edge
Students reflect on their experiences competing in olympiads

A May 5 article on Affiliated incorrectly implied that the organi-
zation had achieved ASA recognition. In fact, the group had been 
approved to become recognized but had not yet officially been 
recognized.

The article also misstated the name of MIT’s organization for 
LGBT students. The organization is actually called LBGT@MIT rather 
than LGBT@MIT.

CORRECTIONS
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Moderator: Kenneth Oye holds a joint appointment at MIT in political 
science and engineering systems, with research and teaching on interna-
tional relations, political economy and technology policy.  

Valerie J. Karplus is the Class of 1943 Career Development Professor and an 
assistant professor of global economics and management at the MIT Sloan 
School of Management. 

Noelle Selin is the Esther and Harold E. Edgerton Career Development 
Associate Professor in the MIT Institute for Data, Systems and Society and the 
Department of Earth, Atmospheric and Planetary Sciences. 

John D. Sterman is the Jay W. Forrester Professor of Management at the MIT 
Sloan School of Management and a professor in the MIT Institute for Data, 
Systems, and Society. 

Thurs, Feb 11, 2016
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

4-270  |  182 Memorial Drive, Cambridge

Moderator: Kenneth Oye 
science and engineering systems, with research and teaching on interna-
tional relations, political economy and technology policy.  

assistant professor of global economics and management at the MIT Sloan 
School of Management. 

Valerie J. Karplus 

Noelle Selin 
Associate Professor in the MIT Institute for Data, Systems and Society and the 

FEATURING

web.mit.edu/cis | starrforum@mit.edu

THURS, APRIL 14, 2016  |  4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
MIT Bldg 1-190  |  33 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge

Associate Professor in the MIT Institute for Data, Systems and Society and the 
Department of Earth, Atmospheric and Planetary Sciences.

John D. Sterman is the Jay W. Forrester Professor of Management at the MIT 
Sloan School of Management and a professor in the MIT Institute for Data, 
Systems, and Society. 

John D. Sterman
Sloan School of Management and a professor in the MIT Institute for Data, 
Systems, and Society. 

Associate Professor in the MIT Institute for Data, Systems and Society and the 
Department of Earth, Atmospheric and Planetary Sciences.

John D. Sterman

Associate Professor in the MIT Institute for Data, Systems and Society and the 

John D. Sterman

Jay Aronson, Center for Human Rights Science at Carnegie Mellon University

Christopher McNaboe, The Carter Center’s Conflict Resolution Program

Bradley Samuels, SITU Research

Sucharita Varanasi, Hinckely Allen & Snyder LLP
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A S T  T O  T E C H ! Closing festivities for the  

Century in Cambridge celebration 

Fireworks
Dancing and live music

Desserts by The Sweet Lobby  
and Winnette McIntosh Ambrose ’98,  

winner of Cupcake Wars 2011
 

Saturday, June 4
9 pm – midnight

Killian Court
 

Come one, 
come all
For a toast 
with 
MIT family 

and 
friends

Photo: Chris Brown

#MIT02139

Suzanne Corkin, cognitive 
scientist who worked at MIT, dies 
at 79

Suzanne Corkin, whose 
painstaking work with a famous 
amnesiac known as H.M. helped 
clarify the biology of memory 
and its disorders, died on Tues-
day in Danvers, Mass. She was 
79.

Her daughter, Jocelyn Cor-
kin, said the cause was liver 
cancer.

Dr. Corkin met the man who 
would become a lifelong subject 
and collaborator in the early 
1960s, when she was a graduate 
student in Montreal at the Mc-
Gill University laboratory of the 
neuroscientist Brenda Milner.

Henry Molaison — known 
in published reports as H.M., 
to protect his privacy — was a 
modest, middle-aged former 
motor repairman who had lost 
the ability to form new memo-
ries after having two slivers of 
his brain removed to treat severe 
seizures when he was 27.

In a series of experiments, Dr. 
Milner had shown that a part of 
the brain called the hippocam-
pus was critical to the consoli-
dation of long-term memories. 
Most scientists had previously 
thought that memory was not 
dependent on any one cortical 
area.

Mr. Molaison lived in Hart-
ford, and Dr. Milner had to take 
the train down to Boston and 
drive from there to Connecti-
cut to see him. It was a long 
trip, and transporting him to 
Montreal proved to be so com-
plicated, largely because of his 
condition, that Dr. Milner did it 
just once.

Yet rigorous study of H.M., 

she knew, would require prox-
imity and a devoted facility — 
with hospital beds — to accom-
modate extended experiments. 
The psychology department at 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology offered both, and 
with her mentor’s help, Dr. Cor-
kin landed a position there.

Thus began a decades-long 
collaboration between Dr. 
Corkin and Mr. Molaison that 
would extend the work of Dr. 
Milner, focus intense interest 
on the hippocampus, and make 
H.M. the most famous patient 
in the history of modern brain 
science.

“Sue had incredible pa-
tience; she was absolutely me-
ticulous,” Dr. Milner, a professor 
in the department of neurology 
and neurosurgery at McGill, 
said in an interview. “A lot of 
people dabble in neuroscience; 
they don’t understand how 
many readings you have to take, 
and how carefully. Sue was ex-
tremely disciplined. You could 
absolutely trust every observa-
tion she had.”

In hundreds of studies, up to 
and even after Mr. Molaison’s 
death in 2008 at 82, Dr. Corkin 
provided an extraordinarily de-
tailed picture of his medial tem-
poral region, which contains 
the hippocampus, and how 
the surgical lesions affected his 
memory.

Among many other contri-
butions, her work helped settle 
a debate about the function of 
the hippocampus in retriev-
ing and reliving past experi-

Corkin, Page 12
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Morgan Stanley’s mission is to build a community of talented, innovative thinkers who can design and deploy  
state-of-the-art financial products and services to our clients across the globe. Our employees come from a  
variety of backgrounds and interests — all are high achievers who demonstrate integrity, intellectual curiosity  
and the desire to work in a collegial atmosphere. We give employees responsibility early, so they can quickly 
make an impact on our business and the world at large.
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Congratulations to  
Our Incoming Analysts
Pamela Cai
Institutional Equity Sales & Trading

Lawrence Chan
Fixed Income Sales & Trading

JooHun Kim
Institutional Equity Sales & Trading

Kamil Mafoud
Investment Banking

Henry Nassif
Quantitative Finance

Anirudh Sailesh
Investment Banking

Lutao Xie
Technology and Data

Congratulations
MIT Class of 2016!
Where to next? Take us with you.

Whether you’re staying local or heading off to another land, 
take advantage of an MIT Federal Credit Union membership.  
In partnership with the MIT Alumni Association, MITFCU  
offers membership to MIT Alumni and their families –  
even after graduation.

It’s never too late to become a member. Learn more and 
join today at mitfcu.org. 

Helping you with your next steps makes for a higher degree of banking.

Federally insured by NCUA

Call: 617-253-2845 | Click: mitfcu.org | Visit: Cambridge: Student Center (W20-116); 700 Technology Square (NE48)
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Crossing the Charles
A century in Cambridge

Photography by Lenny Martinez
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K N O W  O U R  P O L I C Y
CONSENT  c annot b e obtained from someone who is  

INC APACITATED : “ … the physic al  and/or  mental  

inabil it y  to  make informed,  rational  judgements  and 

decisions.  States  of  inc apacitation include SLEEP  and 

BL ACKOUTS . Where alcohol   or  other  substances are 

involved,  inc apacitation is  determined by how the substance 

impac ts  a  p erson’s  

C APACIT Y , awareness  of  consequences,  and abil it y  to 

make informed judgments.”   — M i n d  &  H a n d  B o o k

REPORT TO MIT: 
TITLE IX: TITLEIX.MIT.EDUK N O W  

Y O U R
O P T I O N S

K N O W  
Y O U R  

O P T I O N S
REPORT TO POLICE: 

Solution to Cap
from page 4

2 9 5 1 7 6 4 8 3
4 3 6 9 5 8 2 1 7
7 1 8 4 3 2 9 6 5
5 6 2 3 4 7 8 9 1
9 7 1 8 2 5 6 3 4
8 4 3 6 1 9 5 7 2
6 2 7 5 9 3 1 4 8
1 5 9 7 8 4 3 2 6
3 8 4 2 6 1 7 5 9

Solution to Gown
from page 4

3 5 1 2 4 6
1 3 5 6 2 4
4 6 2 3 5 1
6 2 4 5 1 3
5 1 3 4 6 2
2 4 6 1 3 5

Solution to Tent
from page 4

7 3 5 2 1 4 8 6 9
8 1 9 5 7 6 3 2 4
6 2 4 9 8 3 5 7 1
3 4 7 6 5 9 1 8 2
5 6 1 4 2 8 9 3 7
9 8 2 7 3 1 6 4 5
2 9 8 1 6 7 4 5 3
4 5 3 8 9 2 7 1 6
1 7 6 3 4 5 2 9 8

Solution to Diploma
from page 4

6 5 4 2 3 1
1 6 5 3 4 2
3 2 1 5 6 4
4 3 2 6 1 5
2 1 6 4 5 3
5 4 3 1 2 6

Solution to Hear
from page 4
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Editor’s Note: Portraits of Resilience is a 
photography and interview series by Prof. 
Daniel Jackson. Each installment consists 
of a portrait and a story, told in the sub-
ject’s own words, of how they found resil-
ience and meaning in their life. 

Anxiety and stress are things that I 
have dealt with for a while. Starting busi-
ness school was a particularly stressful 
time for me because I was trying to figure 
out what I wanted to do with my life, and 
I also had some doubts about whether 
business school had even been the right 
decision for me.

I thought I was dealing with it relatively 
well. Then, in the last week of November, I 
went out to dinner with my boyfriend. We 
got in a huge fight, and I woke up the next 
morning and couldn’t move half my face.

I knew as soon as I woke up what was 
going on, but I tried to convince myself 
that I just pulled a muscle. But I couldn’t 
even drink coffee or eat without leaking 
out of the side of my mouth. Eventually 
I went to urgent care, and they told me I 
had Bell’s palsy. They said it should go 
away in between two to six weeks.

I was pretty shell-shocked, utterly 
overwhelmed, didn’t really understand 
the implications, and felt scared and help-
less. As a relatively young and healthy per-
son, there have been very few times I’ve 
felt like my body betrayed me. This was 
a real sign that my body had done some-
thing that was not under my control, and I 
didn’t know what to do about it.

It turned out to be four months of no 
motion on that side of my face at all. My 
theory is that it was caused by a shingles 
virus, which is actually one of the worst 
kinds of Bell’s palsy. In the first week that 
I had it, it got worse and worse and worse. 
I started feeling a lot of pain, and my face 
froze up more. I was getting a lot of stiff-
ness in my neck and a rash on my ear.

The really hard thing was feeling like 
I couldn’t communicate with the people 
around me. I’m pretty quiet, but I tend to 
smile a lot. My smile would be like a gri-
mace, and it wasn’t really recognizable as 
a smile. It made me hugely self-conscious, 
so I generally didn’t make any expres-
sion, because if my face was resting, you 
couldn’t tell that anything was going on.

So I basically stopped smiling at peo-
ple. I came to realize it’s a really funda-
mental way that humans communicate 
with each other. Also, there’s a lot of re-
search showing that the more you smile, 
the more you actually are happier and 
feel joy. Not only was I struggling with 
this stressful thing, which was caused by 
stress, but the way that it was manifesting 
was causing me even more stress. It was 
really difficult. I think I just went inwards 
a little bit. I stopped going to social events, 
and I ended up spending a lot more time 
alone, and then a lot more time with close 
friends.

It got even harder when I started hit-
ting the timelines when people had told 
me I should be getting better. There are far 
worse things than not being able to smile, 

but I had to just accept that I might not 
ever get better. It’s an interesting disease, 
because it’s only cosmetic, and when you 
start to compare it to things that other 
people are dealing with, it’s so clearly just 
not even on the same scale as a disease 
that actually harms your health. But, at the 
same time, it was a real thing, and it was 
challenging how I saw myself both figura-
tively and literally.

Around then, I signed up for “The 
Yarn,” a Sloan School storytelling event. 
This finally made me engage with my dis-
ease and recognize what it had done to 
me. I realized that Bell’s palsy was not un-
der my control, but my reaction to it was 
under my control. I could decide whether 
I wanted to see it as this horrible thing that 
I should feel sorry for myself for, or as this 
opportunity to better understand myself, 
and to derive meaning and purpose.

Once you start to see it in that way, it 
changes a lot. I started to realize there had 
been really good things about me hav-
ing to step back from all the craziness at 
school. It had been a way for me to gain 
more clarity about what I actually cared 
about and what I wanted to be spending 
my time doing. I realized that I hadn’t 
been living in line with my values. In busi-
ness school, there’s a lot of pressure to fol-
low the herd. I’d been pulled away from 
the things that I really wanted to be doing, 
such as art and writing.

So it was a wake-up call. It’s easy to just 
think you can deal with stress. You take 
on more and more and more things, and 
think it will all work out somehow, sleep-
ing five hours a night, running from ac-
tivity to activity, saying yes to everything 
because you don’t want to miss out on 
an opportunity. And then you just realize 
that you’re not a person. You’re just a to-
do list, and you’ve lost touch with who you 
are and what you want.

I started meditating more regularly. 
I had been doing it intermittently previ-
ously. I kind of got my emotional house in 
order, and lo and behold, the movement 
started coming back in my face. I sent 
my boyfriend a video right away. I could 
just move the corner of my cheek, my lip 
at first, and then over the course of about 
three weeks, I regained a lot of movement 
and sensation.

There are a lot of paradoxes in what 
happened to me. In many areas of my life, 
I have this tendency to try so hard, and 
when I see a problem, I say, “I’m not going 
to give up. I’m going to keep going. I’m go-
ing to keep pushing. I can make it through 
this. I can figure out the solution.” But 
sometimes you have to just step back and 
breathe, and say: a) maybe this problem 
can't be solved, or b) maybe I just need 
to take a break from it and come back to 
it, or c) maybe I'm so fixated on this spe-
cific problem that I’m not even realizing 
it's irrelevant to the overall bigger picture. 

That’s happened to me at work and in my 
personal life many times.

This is maybe a little bit of the Bud-
dhist in me, but I’m realizing there’s a 
difference between the emotion you feel 
and the story you tell yourself about it. I 
can say I am feeling overwhelmed, and I 
can focus on that feeling of overwhelmed-
ness, without launching into the story 
about, "Oh, I’m overwhelmed because I’m 
never going to get better, and this is going 
to be this thing that I have to deal with for 
the rest of my life.” I started instead to just 
say, “Hey, I feel overwhelmed right now. 
Let me do something to relax.”

Before business school, I thought a lot 
about what I wanted to do afterwards, and 
I think now I'm actually coming around to 
many of the same things, but I have this 
degree of certainty and security and confi-
dence that I never had before.

I’m at six months now. I probably won’t 
regain full capacity. If I try to raise my eye-
brows, I can only raise them on one side, 
and my smile isn’t symmetrical anymore.

But it’s funny how when I look back 
on this year, Bell’s palsy was probably the 
best thing that happened to me. It was 
just this really powerful clarifying force. 
Before, I would get so caught up in my 
emotions. Something would happen, and 
then I would have this huge emotional 
response to it, and that would be my real-
ity and I couldn’t get out of it. Now I have 
some distance from my emotions. I can 
make choices.

Eva Breitenbach is a student in the 
MBA program at the Sloan School of 
Management.

This project is supported by the Un-
dergraduate Association’ s Committee on 
Student Support and Wellness, chaired by 
Tamar Weseley ’17 and Alice Zielinski ’16. 
To participate in the project, or to learn 
more, contact ResilienceProject@mit.edu.

There are many ways to find help. Mem-
bers of the MIT community can access 
support resources at resources.mit.edu/
support. To access support through MIT 
Medical’s Mental Health & Counseling 
Service, please call (617) 253-2916 or visit 
medical.mit.edu. 

Image and text copyright Daniel Jack-
son, 2016.

PORTRAITS OF RESILIENCE

Eva Breitenbach

COURTESY OF DANIEL JACKSON

There have been very 
few times I’ve felt like 
my body betrayed me. 
This was a real sign 
that my body had done 
something that was 
not under my control, 
and I didn’t know what 
to do about it.

It’s easy to just think 
you can deal with 
stress. You take on 
more and more and 
more things, and think 
it will all work out 
somehow... And then 
you just realize that 
you’re not a person. 
You’re just a to-do list, 
and you’ve lost touch 
with who you are and 
what you want.

It got even harder 
when I started hitting 
the timelines when 
people had told me 
I should be getting 
better. There are far 
worse things than not 
being able to smile, 
but I had to just accept 
that I might not ever 
get better.

DID YOUR MIT ESSAYS GET YOU IN?
The Tech is collecting successful application essays (hint: yours!). 

Email your pieces to cl@tech.mit.edu!
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Solution to Saturday
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ences. Some scientists had argued 
that once a strong memory was 
stored, the hippocampus was not 
critical to retrieving it. Dr. Cor-
kin’s work with H.M. showed that 
such a memory — getting lost in 
the woods at camp, say, or hitch-
hiking across the country — was 
still partly retrievable without the 
hippocampus.

She found, however, that the 
narrative richness of the memory 
was gone. Loose impressions re-
mained, but the “story” was lost.

Gist memories, she called them.
“She was able to take this single 

case and do such meticulous work 
on the anatomy and its effects on 
memory that it helped settle these 
questions,” said Morris Mosco-
vitch, a professor of psychology at 
the University of Toronto. “That is 
one hallmark of her work. The oth-
er is how much she cared for H.M. 
She wasn’t merely using him — 
she became his caretaker, she took 
care of him like family.”

Suzanne Janet Hammond was 
born in Hartford on May 18, 1937, 
the only child of Lester Hammond, 
who worked in engine parts sales, 
and the former Mabelle Dowling, 
who worked for the local Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles. She grew 
up in West Hartford — “just down 
the street,” as she said many years 
later, from Dr. William Beecher 
Scoville, the brain surgeon who op-
erated on Mr. Molaison in 1953.

It was the era of the lobotomy, 

and Dr. Scoville was one of a num-
ber of swashbuckling surgeons do-
ing experimental surgeries — they 
would be unethical today — for 
a variety of mental problems, in-
cluding schizophrenia and severe 
depression, with often disastrous 
consequences. Mr. Molaison was 
that rarest of cases: Notwithstand-
ing the seizures, he was mentally 
healthy and lucid, both before and 
after the surgery, making him an 
ideal experimental subject.

Dr. Corkin, after graduating 
from Smith College with a degree 
in psychology, knew exactly where 
she wanted to go: to Dr. Milner’s 
laboratory at McGill. She focused 
on studying how the brain repre-
sents touch, an area of research 
many students found too laborious 
to take on.

In her later work with Mr. Mo-
laison at M.I.T., Dr. Corkin became 
equal parts experimentalist, pro-
tector and advocate. She closely 
guarded access to Mr. Molaison, 
especially after his parents died 
and he moved in with a family 
friend and later to a nursing home.

Dr. Corkin lived in Charlestown, 
Mass. In addition to her daugh-
ter, she is survived by two sons, 
Damon and J. Zachary, and seven 
grandchildren. Her marriage to 
Charles Corkin ended in divorce.

Dr. Corkin published more than 
100 research papers, touching on 
topics as varied as Alzheimer’s 
disease, Parkinson’s disease and 
psychosurgery. She also wrote or 
co-wrote 10 books.

But it was her relationship with 
H.M. that was defining. His pro-
found deficits made their relation-
ship anything but normal — every 
time she walked in the room, she 
had to reintroduce herself — but 
that repetition bred a curious bond 
over time.

“He thought he knew me from 
high school,” Dr. Corkin said in an 
interview with The New York Times 
in 2008.

After Mr. Molaison died, Dr. 
Corkin arranged to have his brain 
removed, preserved, exhaustively 
imaged and finally sent for dissec-
tion and electronic mapping. It be-
came a kind of monument as well 
as a historical artifact and resource 
for further study.

In her book “Permanent Pres-
ent Tense: The Unforgettable Life of 
the Amnesic Patient, H.M.” (2013), 
Dr. Corkin wrote about her transi-
tion from seeing Mr. Molaison as a 
“subject” to seeing him as a human 
being. “My interest in Henry,” she 
wrote, “had always been primar-
ily intellectual; how else would I 
explain why I had stood on a chair 
in the basement of Mass General, 
ecstatic to see his brain expertly re-
moved from his skull?”

Still, she added: “I felt compas-
sion for Henry and respected his 
outlook on life. He was more than 
a research participant. He was a 
collaborator — a prized partner 
in our larger quest to understand 
memory.”

—Benedict Carey
New York Times

Corkin, from Page 7

Corkin ran lab in MIT’s Dept. 
of Brain and Cog. Sciences
She uncovered mysteries of the biology of memory,  
working with famous amnesiac patient called H.M.

Admissions reports record-high 
yield for class of 2020

A record-high percentage of 
students admitted to the class 
of 2020 will attend MIT next fall.

Seventy-four percent of ad-
mitted students will matricu-
late; this represents about 1,099 
of the 1,485 students admitted, 
who make up 7.8 percent of the 
total 19,020 applicants.

From a waitlist of 437, 26 stu-
dents were admitted on May 11.

MIT’s yield has been steadily 

increasing for the past three 
years, from 72.1 percent for the 
class of 2017 and 73 percent for 
the class of 2018.

Peer institutions Harvard 
and Princeton posted yields of 
80 percent and 68.5 percent, 
respectively — near-highs for 
both institutions. Last year, 
Stanford and Yale saw rates of 81 
percent.

—Katherine Nazemi

MIT's 139th commencement to 
be held June 3

On June 3, MIT will hold 
its 139th commencement. The 
speaker will be actor Matt Da-
mon. The stage and the chairs 
are set up on the soft, green 
grass of Killian Court. The 
weather predictions show scat-
tered showers and patchy fog.

Even though this is the 139th 
commencement, it marks 149 
years in which degrees have 
been conferred. The first com-
mencement exercises were held 
in 1868. Commencement was 
not held during 1918 and 1919 
because of World War I.

The first MIT commence-
ment speaker, who spoke in the 
year 1880, was Rev. George E. 
Ellis, a Unitarian clergyman and 
historian.

The commencement exer-
cises of 1882 were marked by 
tragedy. William Barton Rog-
ers, MIT’s founder, collapsed 
onstage while giving a speech. 

He was later pronounced dead. 
A quote from the June 21, 1882 
issue of The Tech describes how 
“an unusual stillness, like that of 
death, pervaded the building” as 
commencement concluded.

In 1970, instead of a speak-
er, the graduates requested a 
two-minute silence in order to 
consider what can be done “to 
help resolve the conflicts which 
divide mankind in this country 
and around the world.”

More recent past com-
mencement speakers include 
President Bill Clinton, Salman 
Khan ’98 (founder of Khan 
Academy), Ben Bernanke PhD 
’79, Ray Magliozzi ’72 and Tom 
Magliozzi ’58 (hosts of NPR’s 
“Car Talk”), Kofi Annan SM ’72, 
and Vice President Al Gore.

Congratulations to this year’s 
graduates and best of luck in the 
future!

—Emma Bingham

Lenny, Course 2
Michelle, Course 3

Jiahao, Course 6
Patricia, Course 8
Vivian, Course 9
Amy, Course 10

Vince, Course 12
Fiona, Course 14

A sampling of people youʼll meet 
during a typical dinner at The Tech:

Weʼre everywhere! 

Samir, Course 16
Katherine, Course 17

Claire, Course 18
Jack, Course 19
Tara, Course 20

Mirny, Course 21
Karleigh, CMS

Alex, Course 22

join@tech.mit.edu
W20-483, 617-253-1541
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By Souparno Ghosh
SPORTS EDITOR

During this past academic 
year, we have featured a number 
of exceptionally talented student-
athletes from different sports at 
MIT in our Player of the Month 
series.   In this commencement 
edition, we feature a sensational 
senior who has four individual 
national titles to her credit and 
has literally jumped higher than 
any female athlete in division III 
history. 

Cimran Virdi ’16 gives us a 
glimpse of what it takes to be an 
elite student-athlete at MIT. At the 
same time, Virdi comes across as 
someone with a lot of gratitude 
and humility for her accomplish-
ments. Following a most untimely 
injury that prevented her from 
competing in the outdoor track 
and field season in her last season, 
Virdi reflects on her struggles, the 
adversities she had to overcome, 
and how ultimately she learnt to 
enjoy the journey and not just fo-
cus on the milestones no matter 
how significant they may be.

Virdi had started competitive 
pole vault from her freshman year 
in high school. By the time she was 
ready to go to college she had al-
ready jumped a height of 3.90m 
(12’ 9.5”) and was deciding be-
tween going to MIT or UCLA. On 

of her coaches back then had ad-
vised her to go to the school where 
she would be most happy if she got 
injured.

Having been injured, Virdi re-
flected, “It is hard to make that 
kind of judgment—UCLA or MIT 
without having experienced it all. 
But, I am happy with the choice 
I made. I have enjoyed my four 
years here.”

Like many of her peers, MIT 
posed unique challenges for her.

“6.046: the advanced algo-
rithms class,” quipped Virdi when 
asked about the class that chal-
lenged her most. She was quick to 
add, “It seems harder than it really 
is because everyone goes into it 
knowing it is going to be hard.”

Virdi, however, was up for any 
challenge.

This is how her coach Patrick 

Barragan PhD ’12 put it: “She had 
to work hard to adjust to MIT and 
excel in school as well as pole vault. 
And it was no easy task. Within 3 
years, she had jumped 4.27 [m] 
(14’), the highest any woman had 
ever gone in Division III.”

Virdi credits her coach for 
having a unique perspective into 
coaching pole vault.

“My coach, who is mechani-
cal engineer with a PhD, SM, and 
SB from MIT, is very methodical 
about coaching pole vault.   He 
looks at the sport from a phys-
ics standpoint, [and] that helps in 
understanding what kind of forces 
need to be put on the pole and 
how to optimize efficiency,” said 
Virdi.

But for all the technique and 
expertise in physics it often comes 
down to mental toughness.

Virdi explained, “Usually in a 
lot of sports within track and field 
where you are trying to do your 
best, what primarily holds people 
back is whether think they can do 
something. For me, it came down 
to putting myself in a position to 
believe that I could do something 
even if I had not done it before.”

For someone who had 
‘achieved something she had not 
before’ multiples in a trophy-laden 
career, we asked her if she had any 
favorites.   From her response, we 
get a unique insight about the per-

son behind those national titles.
Virdi reflected, “The meet I am 

most proud of is not a national 
championship. It was my second 
outdoor nationals, and I finished 
second. That championship was 
right after my indoor national title. 
But I ended up jumping higher 
[than my personal best] than I did 
indoor.”

“It was a great competition. I 
did not let anything get in the way 
of taking the best jumps I could.   
It was the most exciting competi-
tion as well as there were just two 
girls left. We kept raising the bar, 
clearing three heights each time 
with no misses. Only after I had 
jumped my personal best did I 
have three misses. I performed my 
best in that meet. That is the one I 
am most proud of. No one would 
know it, as I did not win that one,” 
added Virdi.

Having to navigate stiff com-
petition from premier athletes 

from other institutions could take 
its toll on a person, but Virdi had 
a different outlook: “I think the 
rivalry was good, as it set the bar 
in the nationals, which is the only 
competition I got to see [her ri-
val] and some other athletes. But 
as far as my performance goes, 
I focus on doing my best. When 
I perform, I am not looking out 
for Marissa or Anna or anyone in 
particular.”

Virdi went on to explain how, 
just like her one of her rivals, Ma-
rissa Kelsey, had gotten injured 
and missed this outdoor season.

“One thing I love about this 
sport is the community it builds. 
We have become friends and dealt 
with disappointments together,” 
added Virdi.

For the senior with four nation-
al titles, looking to “move on from 
school and live in the real world” 
while keeping the dreams of rep-
resenting Canada at the Olympics 
alive, how does she look back at 
such an amazing career?

“I think when I look back, I re-
flect less on the accomplishments 
and more on the journey—the 
friends I have made, the lessons I 
have learnt, the injuries, the strug-
gles, the people I was able to help, 
and the people I was able to learn 
from. I feel very grateful for it all 
and lucky that on paper [my ac-
complishments] looks great.” 

Pole vault champion reflects on career at MIT
Among Division III females, Virdi ‘16 jumped highest: an impressive 4.27 meters

By Ahaan Rungta
SPORTS WRITER

The 2015-16 school year was 
not just an eventful period for 
MIT academically but also a year 
of immense success by a number 
of its athletic teams. We highlight 
a few of the most memorable mo-
ments of MIT sports from this 
school year.

Tennis teams run away with 
NEWMAC titles

The MIT tennis teams took 
turns at snagging championships 
as both the women’s team and 
men’s team won their respective 
New England Women’s and Men’s 
Athletic Conference (NEWMAC) 
championships. In the fall, the 
women’s team won their eighth 
NEWMAC title, edging out Bab-
son College, 5-4, in the final. Ely-
sa M. Kohrs ’17 was named the 
tournament’s most outstanding 
player for her clutch singles’ per-
formances. The finals win handed 
MIT a sixth appearance in the 
NCAA Division III Women’s Ten-
nis Championship, in which they 
were defeated by Williams College 
in the final, 5-1.

In the spring, the men’s team 
won their eighteenth consecutive 
NEWMAC championship after 
completing the 5-0 sweep of Bab-
son college. That win sent them 
to the NCAA Division II Tourna-
ment as well, in which they were 
edged out in the final by Bowdoin 
College. The men’s tennis team 
also saw several of their members 

earn individual accolades. Alex 
Cauneac ’19 was named the NEW-
MAC most outstanding player and 
became the first Engineer ever to 
receive Athlete and Rookie of the 
Year honors in the same season. 
Sean Ko ’19 and Tyler Barr ’19 join 
Cauneac on the NEWMAC All-
Conference team in 2016 as well. 

Softball team heads to the 
World Series

After defeating host Worces-
ter Polytechnic Institute (WPI) 
in the NCAA Softball Champion-
ship Super Regionals, the MIT 
softball team earned themselves a 
berth in the College World Series 
for the first time in program his-
tory. Timely hitting and master-
ful pitching told the story for the 
Engineers. The Super Regional 
tournament's most outstanding 
player Amanda Lee ’18 placed one 
of the final exclamation marks of 
the series against WPI when she 
mashed a two-run home run, and 
eventually the entire offense of the 
Engineers got in their 2-1 series-
clinching win. Lee finished out 
the year batting at .367 with three 
home runs, 27 runs batted in, and 
a slugging percentage of .503.

Meanwhile, Alexandra Mar-
shall ’16 continued her dominance 
on the mound, as she tossed 7 in-
nings of one-run ball (unearned). 
Marshall was named the regional 
tournament's most outstanding 
pitcher for her record of 26-11 
with a 1.05 ERA. She was also the 
recipient of the 2015-16 team MVP 
for the Engineers. Additionally, 

Amber VanHemel ’19 was named 
the MIT COOP Student Athlete 
of the Week after her late game-
winning knock in Game 1 against 
WPI providing the only RBI in the 
1-0 win. Also recognized was co-
captain Tori Jensen, who received 
Athlete of the Week honors twice 
and rounded out the season bat-
ting at .324.

Lacrosse teams take the divi-
sion by storm

After winning its first ever 
NEWMAC championship in the 
2014-15 season, the MIT women’s 
lacrosse team continued their 
strong showing as they went all 
the way to the semifinals this year 
on solid performances by several 
Engineers. Cecilia McCormick 
’19 was named the tournament’s 
Rookie of the Year while Chris-
tine Jiang ’16, last year’s NEWMAC 
most outstanding player, joined 
teammates Kira Schott ’16 and 
last year’s Rookie of the Year Em-
ily Young ’18 as members of the 
All-Conference team as they put 
up conference top-10 statistics in 
several categories.

McCormick was the second 
straight Engineer to be named 
Rookie of the Year, as she notched 
51 goals and 9 assists in her 18 
games. Jiang finished with 26 
caused turnovers, produced 34 
groundballs, and 24 draw controls 
in 18 games. Schott earned a third 
all-conference selection after 
her 38 goals, 12 assists, 50 points, 
and 57 draw controls in 17 games. 
Young, who played only 11 games, 

produced 30 goals, 6 assists, 36 
points, and 26 draw controls.

On the men’s end, head coach 
Walter Alessi, who received Coach 
of the Year for the tenth time, led 
the Engineers into holding the No. 
3 seed in the NEWMAC confer-
ence. Also receiving All-Confer-
ence honors were Graham Davis 
’18, Harris Stolzenberg ’17, Paul 
Orrson ’16, Christian Jamison ’18, 
Mitchell Galer ’19, John Kramer 
’16, and David Klee ’18 on the 
strength of several conference-
topping season performances. 
Davis ranked second in the NEW-
MAC in goals (47), third in points 
(61), first in man-down goals 
(three) and third in man-up goals 
(six). Stolzenberg finished sec-
ond in the league in assists (35) 
and points (68), fourth in goals 
(33), and fifth in man-up goals 
(five). From the midfield, Orrson 
capped off his career pouring 22 
goals and 6 assists. Jamison re-
corded 46 groundballs and 18 
caused turnovers. Kramer had a 
solid senior year as well, in which 
he generated 28 caused turnovers 
and grabbed 49 groundballs. Klee, 
a selection on the second team 
defense for the second consecu-
tive year, had 53 groundballs and 
17 caused turnovers to his name. 
Finally, the rookie Galer led the 
NEWMAC in faceoffs (193-for-
341), and finished seventh in 
groundballs (67) and thirteenth in 
faceoff percentage (.566).

Taekwondo team finishes 
2nd in conference

The MIT Taekwondo team par-
ticipated in the 2015-16 Eastern 
Collegiate Taekwondo Confer-
ence (ECTC), which consisted of 
five distinct tournaments between 
several schools in multiple divi-
sions. After a full school year of 
practices and competing, the MIT 
team finished second place in Di-
vision I, which was eventually tak-
en control of by Cornell Univer-
sity, who won the championship.

The MIT Taekwondo team ob-
tains many of its members from 
interested students who take the 
PE class for credit, making all 
years, freshmen through seniors, 
well-represented.  Co-captained 
by Tahin Sayed G and Andy Gua-
temala ’16 and coached by Master 
Dan Chuang, the MIT team per-
formed well in all departments at 
all belt ranks, dominating at every 
tournament, beginning with the 
first which was hosted by MIT. 
Co-captain Guatemala was also 
named to the sparring all-star 
team. The team looks to take it to 
the next level and seek the cham-
pionship title next year.

The MIT teams combined for 
a fine display of athletics with no 
sports unnoticed throughout the 
year, and with plenty of outstand-
ing performances commemo-
rated at the 30th Annual Student-
Athlete Excellence Banquet. 
Those teams that were unable to 
go all the way through to champi-
onships look to carry momentum 
on to the summer and the upcom-
ing school year.

Overall, Engineers enjoy stellar athletics this year
Memorable moments, like a first-ever softball World Series showing, worth revisiting

“For me it came 
down to putting 
myself in a 
position to believe 
that I could do 
something even if 
I had not done it 
before.”

“I feel very grateful 
for it all and lucky 
that on paper [my 
accomplishments] 
look great.”

Interview: The Tech sits down with Julie Soriero
DAPER Director talked about her efforts to provide right environment for athletes

By Souparno Ghosh
SPORTS EDITOR

Although MIT is renowned 
for its technical prowess and in-
novation across the globe, it also 
possesses one of the most com-
prehensive sports programs in 
the country. The Department of 
Athletics, Physical Education and 
Recreation (DAPER) is largely re-
sponsible for making a multitude 
of sports programs available to 
MIT students.

As one can imagine, adminis-
tering a top-notch athletics pro-
gram in a school that is known 
challenge its students academi-
cally poses multiple challenges. 
For example, there are no sports 
scholarships to attract student-
athletes to MIT.

The Tech spoke to Julie Sori-
ero, director of DAPER as another 
successful year of MIT sports 
draws to a close. National cham-
pionships were won and a berth 
to the College World Series was 

clinched to go along with numer-
ous individual recognitions in-
cluding the prestigious All-Amer-
ica and NCAA Elite 89.

Soriero spoke about how DA-
PER is always trying to provide 
the right environment for MIT 
student-athletes to thrive, how 
the coaches try to attract the best 
talent, the culture of appreciation 
or lack thereof of student-ath-
letes’ achievements, what DAPER 
does to incentivize club and IM 
sports, and what it means to her 

to have been awarded the Athlet-
ics Director’s Award for the year 
2014-15.

The Tech: You are the direc-
tor of DAPER—what is your 
role?

Julie Soriero: My role is any-
thing that has to do with athlet-
ics, physical education and rec-
reation. I oversee all those areas. 
My job is to make sure that our 
students have the best experienc-
es they can have as we continue 
to advance our programs.

The Tech: What part of 
your job do you like the most? 
What part of your job is most 
challenging?

Soriero: What I like most is 
the wonderful staff I get to work 
with. I truly am appreciative of 
the efforts of all our coaches and 
it is probably a tie with the terrific 
student athletes I get to inter-
act with. I like our students very 
much.

Soriero, Page 14
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As for most challenging I 
would say is making sure we have 
right environment for everyone 
involved in DAPER to thrive. We 
have some facility challenges. We 
are hampered by limited space 
and huge demands. If you really 
want to provide a top-level expe-
rience for everybody involved you 
have to be able to give them what 
they need.

The Tech: How would you 
evaluate the 2015-16 academic 
year?

Soriero: I could not be more 
proud of our student athletes and 
the coaches. We had a record-
breaking year in a lot of ways.

The Tech:  Speaking of break-
ing records, what are your 
thoughts on the softball team’s 
amazing run?

Soriero: I want to give a lot 
of credit to coach Jen Williams. 
She illustrates the difference a 
full-time coach can make versus 
a part-time coach. For a number 
of years she was employed as a 
coach on a part-time basis. For 
the past couple of seasons she 
has been here for a full-time ba-
sis, and look at the difference that 
has made to the softball program. 
Her dedication, knowledge of the 
game, and ability to motivate her 
players has really been outstand-
ing. It shows with the results.

The Tech:  MIT finished third 
in the nation in the Division III 
Learfield Director’s Cup stand-
ingslast year.  What makes MIT’s 
athletic program so good?

Soriero: I think we have done 
really well the past 7 years. I think 
our teams are competing against 
better teams. Our coaches are at-
tracting better athletes to come 
here. Success begets success. If 
you have been to the NCAA finals 
this year as returning members of 
the team you want to experience it 
once again.

The Tech:  How difficult is re-
cruiting good student-athletes, 
given the stringent academic 
requirements?

Soriero: Coaches recruit kids 
who are academically qualified 
to be at MIT. I think our coaches 
have to cast their net rather wide 
and they have to be a certain 
type of kid who is academically 
proficient but also wants to be a 
student-athlete.

The Tech:   On the flip side, 
how difficult is it to recruit good 
coaches?

Soriero: There are a lot of peo-
ple in this country that want to be 
involved in college athletics and 
want to coach. So from a general 
standpoint, no, it is not hard to 
find coaches.

The challenge is finding coach-
es that are good for MIT. So in the 
search process, we have got to 
identify coaches who understand 
he academic demand, that can 
attract the right kind of students, 
and understand that academics 
will always come first, and they 
need to be on board with that 
philosophy.

So to sum it up I think we have 
to be more selective about finding 
a good fit than just finding a good 
coach.

The Tech:   How do you mea-
sure success of the program?

Soriero: The obvious answer 
is wins and losses but that is not 
how I measure it. I measure it 
by the looks of joy in the faces of 
the student-athletes’ when they 
achieve something they have nev-
er achieved before. I try to mea-
sure the sense of accomplishment 
they experience that they express 
in the end-of-season reviews. I 
have been around athletes who 
are part of programs that have 
won a lot but are not necessarily 
happy. Here I think we have stu-
dent athletes who are challenged 
a lot but are also happy.

The Tech: How is MIT so dom-
inant is certain sports like track 
and field?

Soriero: When I look at cross-
country and track and field it is 
such a numerically measured 
sport — distance and time. That’s 
too easy of an explanation. I think 
those programs are successful 
because there is good coaching. 
There is a sense of history and 
that allows us to attract some of 
the better high-school competi-
tors. Once again success begets 
success.

The Tech:  Do you think there 
is a lack of appreciation of MIT 
student-athletes around the 
campus especially outside the 
community of student-athletes 
themselves and their circle of 
friends?

Soriero: I think we starting 
to see better appreciation of stu-
dent-athletes as the awareness of 
how much being an athlete means 
to the students increase across the 

campus. Therefore as people real-
ize how important that experience 
is for the student-athletes, there is 
a greater appreciation and greater 
tracking of what’s happening. I 
think when Football went 10-0 in 
2014, a lot of people tracked that.

I would go to the dentist 
and that person would know 
about the MIT football team’s 
accomplishments.

The Tech:   How can one ex-
plain the hype surrounding 
MIT’s unbeaten football season 
given that there have been occa-
sions on which other teams have 
been as successful if not more?

Soriero:   First and foremost, 
I think there was such media at-
tention because it was such a big 
turnaround from how the football 
team has been historically. We 
won one game with a blocked ex-
tra point with no time left on the 
clock, so it was kind of a charmed 
season, which made it more 
interesting.

Then it makes for a great story 
because you hear about all the 
selfish stories about division I 
athletes who are primarily look-
ing to go pro. In contrast to that 
this was a refreshing story in the 
world of college athletics. It was a 
feel-good story.

We have kids doing mechani-
cal engineering and nuclear en-
gineering and are going to classes 
and excelling in academics and 
yet have such a successful season. 
That makes for a great story!

The Tech: Why are certain 
sports club sports and others 
varsity sports? Can a sport grad-
uate from club to varsity?

Soriero:   One of the things 
with varsity sports is that almost 
all of them have a national body 
that sets rules   and governs the 
process of competitions. That is 
also true for some club sports, 
but for something like ultimate 
frisbee or taekwondo there is no 
NCAA division.

To go from club to varsity is 
unlikely to happen because back 
in 2009, we had to cut 7 varsity 
programs and although they have 
merged as clubs we had to cut 
them because of the mandated 
budget cuts. Now we are able to 
balance our budgets and main-
tain a solid budget.

The Tech:  What does DAPER 
do to encourage club sports and 
IM sports participation?

Soriero: One of the best thing 
we have done is hire Jamie Dra-
hos. Her job is to manage clubs, 
intramurals and sports camps. 
She comes from a background of 
recreation so she understands the 
demands and challenges. She has 
done a great job making the en-
vironment more safe, organized, 
and fiscally responsible for all 
those involved.

The Tech:   You, yourself 
have won the Athletics Director 
Award. What does that recogni-
tion mean to you?

Soriero: It is always wonder-
ful to be recognized by your peers. 
So I was very appreciative of that. 
I feel lucky to able to work with 
such a terrific staff. It speaks vol-
umes about everyone that works 
here. It is recognition for everyone 
although I got to be the one on the 
stage collecting the plaque.

Soriero, from Page 13

Soriero notes increasing appreciation for student 
athletes; Football’s 2014 success might contribute
Praised new hire charged with managing clubs, intramurals, and sports camps
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Bring MIT to Wherever You Are 
DIGITAL PROGRAMS
Take online courses in areas critical to your job without 
disrupting your work-life balance. Online courses are 
designed to advance your knowledge at your own pace 
with a �exible schedule that meets the needs of a 
globally dispersed workforce. 

Register now and save 10% with code: PEX10.

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS
Attend regionally relevant MIT short courses in a global 
location near you. MIT Professional Education offers 
courses in Asia, Europe, and Latin America.

CUSTOM PROGRAMS
Enhance your organization’s capabilities and expertise 
through customized training programs tailored to meet 
your speci�c corporate needs and strategic goals.

MIT PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION

YOUR DOOR TO CONTINUING EDUCATION AT MIT

Come Back to MIT for a Week
SHORT PROGRAMS
Register for a 1 – 5 day intensive course and gain 
critical knowledge to help advance your career 
and impact your company’s success. Earn CEUs 
and a Certi�cate of Completion.

Each year approximately 40 courses  
are offered in a variety of disciplines  
(partial listing below):

Come Back to MIT for a Semester
ADVANCED STUDY PROGRAM
Enroll in regular MIT courses through this unique  
non-degree program for professionals. Participate on  
a full or part-time basis for one or more semesters.

As an Advanced Study Program participant you can:

 h Advance your knowledge in the latest technologies  
and cutting edge research

 h Choose from over 2,000 MIT undergraduate and  
graduate courses

 hEarn grades, MIT credit, and a Certi�cate of Completion

STILL ACCEPTING REGISTRATIONS  
FOR 2016 SUMMER COURSES 

To learn more about what MIT Professional 

Education can offer you and your company, visit 

us today at PROFESSIONALMIT.EDU/2016CLASS  
or email us at PROFESSIONALEDUCATION@MIT.EDU.

 hBiotechnology / 
Pharmaceutical

 h Computer Science

 h Crisis Management

 hData Modeling and 
Analysis

 hDesign, Analysis,  
and Manufacturing

 h Energy / 
Transportation

 h Imaging 

 h Innovation

 h Leadership / 
Communication

 hRadar

 hReal Estate 

 hRobotics

 h Systems 
Engineering

 h Sustainability

Stay curious, keep learning, and build a better future.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 6

 hTackling the Challenges of Big Data  
June 21 – August 2,2016

 hData Science: Data to Insights  
October 4– November 15, 2016

VISIT: MITPROFESSIONALX.MIT.EDU

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS
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THESE LEADERSHIP DONORS are now members of MIT’S

WILLIAM BARTON ROGERS SOCIETY
Sami Alsheikh
Mohammed Alsobay
Ifeoluwapo Bakare
Andrew Berta
Alexander Breton
Kathryn Buggs
Julia Crowley Farenga
Matthew Davis
Mary Delaney
Amir Elayyan
Ahmed Eltahir
Scott Heng
Matthew Hole
Joyce Hong
Eeway Hsu

Haley Hurowitz 
Nicholas Hynes
Alexander Jaffe
Christine Jiang
Cosma Kufa
David Larson
Caleb Lin
Yongquan Lu
Anthony Mark
Shruthi Narayanan
Malena Ohl
Julia Page
Thipok Rak-amnouykit
Stephen Rodan
Marvin Romero

Tasha Schoenstein
Nicole Seo
Kathryn Siegel
William Spitzer
Isabella Stuopis
Cordelia Tuan
Shenghao Wang
Zhengli Wang
Tiffany Wong
Hao Xing
Kathleen Xu
Adam Yala
Dongliang Zhou

85%
Class Participation

has been achieved in the

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

A N D  T H A N K  Y O U
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