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IN SHORT
Rise and Shine and Sweat! The 
Alumni Pool and Wang Fitness 
Center now opens at 6 a.m. 
Monday-Friday.

Summer housing is ending. 
Move-out date for summer 
housing is Aug. 18. If you have a 
fall housing assignment, check 
into your assignment then. 

Undergraduate students can 
start registering for Quarter 1 
PE classes on Wednesday, Aug. 
27 at 8 a.m. The registration pe-
riod ends on Wednesday, Sept. 3 
at 1 p.m. Sign up early to get the 
classes you want!

Send news information and tips 
to news@tech.mit.edu.

By ray Wang
AssociAte News editor

Up to 140 MIT students will be 
given the option of moving into the 
Cambridge Hyatt Regency hotel for 
the fall semester, following a sprin-
kler pipe burst in New House.

The relocation plan was released 
two weeks after the July 12 rupture 
on the fifth floor of House 2 caused 
extensive flooding. House 2 expe-
rienced up to four feet of flooding, 
and Houses 1 and 3 also suffered 
severe water damage.

As part of the relocation, stu-
dents will receive a free “Any 14” 
meal plan, which can be used for 
any combination of breakfast, 
brunch, lunch, or dinner at any MIT 
dining hall.

But most generous is the ar-
rangement with the hotel Hyatt 
Regency, located on the western tip 
of MIT’s campus at a Tech Shuttle 
stop. MIT students who choose to 
move into the hotel will be placed 
in 400-square-foot doubles that 
contain MIT furniture — two dress-
ers, two twin-size beds, and one 
desk, in addition to the hotel’s desk. 
Students will have access to the 
hotel’s pool and gym and will re-
ceive discounts at the hotel restau-
rant. The Hyatt will provide weekly 
cleaning services. Students will still 
be charged $4,060, the same price 
as a New House double.

Freshmen will be permitted 
to stay at the Hyatt, which will be 
considered an extension of MIT, 
and thus an exception to the rule dANiel MirNy—the tech

House 2 of new House, closed due to water damage, stands with win-
dows taped over�

3 of New House’s 6 houses will 
remain closed next semester 
Displaced students to be housed at the Hyatt hotel

By sanjana srivastava
AssociAte News editor

Fraternities, sororities, and in-
dependent living groups affiliated 
with MIT are spread over a much 
larger region of Boston and Cam-
bridge than the campus alone, but 
a proposal to move multiple FSILGs 
onto campus may shrink their range 
considerably. 

The proposal describes an MIT-
owned plot, potentially located 
in northeast or west campus, on 
which MIT would lease buildings to 
FSILGs to form an “FSILG village.” 
The idea was originally presented 
by an MIT alumnus to the Associa-
tion of Independent Living Groups 
(AILG).

Steve DeFalco ’83, one of the 
alumni leaders of the initiative, 
identified the requirement for 
freshmen to live in dorms, the in-
troduction of meal plans, and a “de-
mographic shift toward women” as 
changes within MIT that put pres-
sure on fraternities. He added that 

students today lack the “handiness 
skills” needed to maintain their own 
houses.

DeFalco also said that students 
increasingly prefer to be closer to 
campus, and that parents want to 
see more supervision. He cited the 
litany of risks “in areas of safety, al-
cohol, and sexual assault” that have 
always existed without full control 
of the properties as reasons for a 
shift in living arrangements. 

Because DeFalco also believes 
that fraternities are a benefit to 
campus, providing connections and 
communities, encouraging prefrosh 
to matriculate, and creating new 
cultures, he presented the FSILG 
village as a compromise between 
control over and preservation of fra-
ternity culture. 

The AILG applied a similar anal-
ysis to all FSILGs, and found that 
the sorority system is healthy and 
growing. Though fraternities and 
ILGs are stable in size, the AILG 

‘FSILG village’ plan 
gets tepid response
Distance from campus, legal risk, low 
supervision cited as proposal’s impetus

By William A. rodríguez 
Jiménez

stAff reporter

The popular Forbes Family Café 
located in the Ray and Maria Stata 
Center is slated to reopen the first 
week of September after renova-
tions are complete, according to 
site superintendent Chris Luongo. 

In an interview with The tech, 
Luongo said that the café will see 
a variety of changes, including the 
addition of self-serve salad bars, 
a deli sandwich area, and a new 
seating arrangement facing the 
windows that overlook the Koch 
courtyard. 

To reduce the long lines that 
form during lunch rush hours, 
renovations will also include an ex-

panded register area that will pave 
the way for shorter wait times.

The café will also feature a new 
mosaic floor tile arrangement from 
Artaic, a tile manufacturer headed 
by MIT Sloan Fellow in Innova-
tion and Global Leadership Ted 
Acworth.

“The café has been very popular 
with students, faculty, staff, and cu-
rious visitors who want to experi-
ence the Stata Center,” Senior Asso-
ciate Dean for Residential Life and 
Dining Henry J. Humphreys said in 
a news release. “The updates will 
introduce some regional flavor and 
features that are distinctly MIT.”

Since the project began on June 
5, the café area has been closed off 

robert rusch—the tech

Construction equipment sits on the remains of the demolished Bexley. The demolition began only a 
few short months ago�

Forbes Café in Stata will 
reopen in time for fall 
semester after remodel
Updated café will feature salad bars and 

extra cash registers for reduced wait-times

Village, Page 11

new, Page 9

Forbes, Page 9
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the Editorial Board, which consists of Chairman 
Will Conway, Editor in Chief Leon Lin, Managing Editor 
Anthony Yu, Executive Editor Tushar Kamath, and Opinion 
Editor Claire Lazar.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board 
members choosing to publish their disagreement with the 
editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are 
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, 
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions 
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. 
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech, 
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions 
are due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters 
will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or 
condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 

Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and 
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also 
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published 
in any other format or medium now known or later that 
becomes known. The Tech makes no commitment to publish 
all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. Email is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by emailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send press 
releases, requests for coverage, and information about errors 
that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to the 
editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech can be 
found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.
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Five years after the American Red Cross 
efforts to rebuild Haiti
Summer investigation raises doubts about post-earthquake relief

By Claire Lazar
oPiNioN ediTor

Following the January 2010 earthquake 
that killed over 200,000 Haitians and left 
more than a million homeless, donations 
flooded in from governments, financial 
institutions, and individuals around the 
world. U.S. households donated a total of 
more than $1.4 billion, and the American 
Red Cross raised the most of any charity for 
the cause: nearly half a billion dollars in the 
span of a single year.

The aid was intended to do more than 
just address emergencies. The American 
Red Cross, well known for its work in di-
saster relief, came with a big agenda and 
the good intention to help rebuild Haiti, the 
poorest country in the western hemisphere. 
In a January 2011 luncheon in Washington, 
the organization’s CEO Gail McGovern said 
that a fifth of the funds raised would “pro-
vide tens of thousands of people with per-
manent homes...where we develop brand-
new communities...including water and 
sanitation.”

Indeed, the American Red Cross was 
right about the needs of the Haitian people. 
As an August 2011 Rolling Stone article by 
Janet Reitman pointed out, “The earth-
quake didn’t so much destroy Haitian soci-
ety as it exposed how deeply broken that so-
ciety already was. In 35 seconds, the quake 
leveled government ministries and the Na-
tional Palace, killed an estimated 20 percent 
of the country’s civil servants, and severely 
damaged 50 of the nation’s hospitals.” It 
appears that there was some consensus in 
the development community that relief in 
Haiti should have been carried out from 
the roots, in agreement with the American 
Red Cross’s ambitious plans. As the Rolling 
Stone article explained, “American and in-
ternational officials gave their plan for Haiti 
a simple and compelling name: Building 
Back Better.”

But it appears that many of the great in-
tentions that went into rebuilding Haiti have 
not been seen through. The signs were pres-
ent as early as August 2011, when Reitman’s 
article reported that Haiti’s capital Port-au-
Prince was still buried under 8 million cu-
bic meters of rubble, 680,000 Haitians still 
lived in temporary camps, and cholera — 
having spread through poor sanitation and 
contaminated water — emerged for the first 
time in the country in decades and infected 
more than 250,000 people.

Yet in January 2015, five years after the 
earthquake, the American Red Cross re-
leased an update that seemed to paint a 
promising picture. The document stated 
that the organization had spent or made 
commitments to spend all $488 million 
of donations. “Because of your generos-
ity, people have reopened or launched new 
businesses and have rebuilt their homes; 
rubble that used to stretch as far as the 
eye could see has been removed.” It listed 
achievements such as 4.2 million people 
“benefiting from hygiene promotion activi-
ties” and 867,000 “benefiting from commu-
nity health services.”

But a joint investigation by NPR’s Laura 
Sullivan and ProPublica’s Justin Elliott this 
June challenged the American Red Cross’s 
progress in Haiti. It revealed that “the char-
ity built six permanent homes and, accord-
ing to their own account, no new com-

munities.” Further, it points out that while 
the organization boasts that it has reached 
132,000 Haitians through its housing proj-
ects, that number counts people who at-
tended seminars on “proper construction 
techniques,” received temporary rental as-
sistance, and were housed in temporary 
shelters that begin to disintegrate within 
three to five years. In their investigation, 
Sullivan and Elliott narrowed in on a de-
velopment project in the neighborhood of 
Campeche in Haiti’s capital. The multimil-
lion-dollar plan was to feature hundreds of 
permanent homes, none of which ended up 
being built. They reported that many resi-
dents continue to live without electricity, 
basic sanitation, or access to drinkable wa-
ter. According to the investigation, a former 
official who worked on the project said, “Ev-
erything takes four times as long because 
it would be micromanaged from DC, and 
they had no development experience.”

Following the release of the joint investi-
gation, NPR correspondent Sullivan wrote, 
“Without question, it is extremely difficult 
to build anything in Haiti...But still, in the 
years since, other charities have managed 
to do it. Other NGOs have built more than 
9,000 permanent homes so far.”

Aside from housing, the investigation 
by NPR and ProPublica reveals problems 
in other fronts of the American Red Cross’s 
efforts in Haiti. For instance, the cholera 
epidemic prompted the organization to 
plan the distribution of soap and oral re-
hydration salts. But the director of the Haiti 
program wrote in a May 2011 memo that the 
implementation was hindered by “internal 
issues that go unaddressed,” and by Sep-
tember, after the death toll passed 6,000, 
still an internal document listed the project 
as “very behind schedule.”

All in all, NPR and ProPublica’s inves-
tigation argues that “Confidential memos, 
emails from worried top officers, and ac-
counts of a dozen frustrated and disap-
pointed insiders show the charity has bro-
ken promises, squandered donations, and 
made dubious claims of success.”

Throughout the past two months, Sul-
livan and Elliott’s work prompted press 
releases from the American Red Cross, at 
least one news conference, and calls to ac-
tion by public officials. Representative Rick 
Nolan (D-MN) called for a congressional 
hearing to look into the organization’s al-
leged mismanagement of funds, and Sena-
tor Chuck Grassley (R-IA) publicly sent the 
organization a list of 17 detailed and hard-
hitting questions. The American Red Cross 
has since answered them, continuing its 
pattern to defend its impact in Haiti and op-
pose allegations.

Throughout the unfolding of events, 
NPR’s Sullivan and ProPublica’s Elliott 
have continued reporting. According to 
Sullivan, Senator Grassley was dissatisfied 
with some of the American Red Cross’s re-
sponses, such as to one question that tried 
to gauge how much overhead was taken 

by subcontracted organizations that re-
ceived third-party funding. The American 
Red Cross wrote, “Please note that our con-
tracts with the great majority of our part-
ners, while permitting us to disclose this 
information to Congress, do not permit us 
to disclose the information to the media or 
donors.” Yet don’t donors have the greatest 
stake in understanding the impacts of their 
dollars, since they selflessly drew pieces of 
their paychecks that could have been used 
on themselves, their children, or any other 
cause that mattered to them?

Unfortunately, hundreds of millions of 
dollars into the American Red Cross’s Haiti 
relief efforts, it seems that detailed infor-
mation may not even be internally avail-
able. NPR and ProPublica obtained some 
of the American Red Cross’s assessments 
of its own health and water projects, which 
“found the charity failed in many cases to 
monitor its own spending, oversee its proj-
ects and even know whether the projects 
were successful. The documents also cast 
doubt on the accuracy of some of the Red 
Cross’ public claims of success.” One report 
looked at the $10 million that the charity 
gave to other nonprofits to fight cholera. Ac-
cording to Sullivan and Elliott, it found that 
the organization “did not evaluate any of 
the work by these other nonprofits, did not 
seem to know if any of the objectives had 
been achieved and wasn’t aware that one of 
the nonprofits mismanaged its funds.”

The ongoing investigation into the Amer-
ican Red Cross’s aid in Haiti does not just 
raise accountability issues. It also raises ac-
counting issues. While understandably not 
every miniscule financial detail can be made 
public, still donors deserve clarity about the 
projects that their contributions funded. The 
current exchanges between the American 
Red Cross, media, and politicians reveal first 
of all that information is in demand.

In nonprofit institutions in general, such 
demand should be met. Unlike a for-profit 
business, where the exchange between cus-
tomers and providers is direct and recipro-
cal, a nonprofit takes a payment from one 
person and provides products or services 
to another. When donors lack access to fi-
nancial information about the impacts of 
their donations, they may be left uninspired 
— lacking even the satisfaction of knowing 
that their efforts made a difference. And 
worse, if the channel that connects them 
to people in need appears broken, they 
may lose trust and limit future charitable 
gestures. The humanitarian values that are 
meaningful to the donors, such as generos-
ity and empathy, then go unfulfilled. In that 
way, both ends of the channel end up hurt.

Trust, which is necessary to maintain 
the flow of charity, is founded in transpar-
ency and realized promises. In the case of 
the American Red Cross, it remains to be 
seen exactly to what extent the organization 
succeeded or failed in delivering its prom-
ises to both donors and the people of Haiti. 
While there is little doubt about the good 
intentions and impressive fundraising ef-
forts of the people in the organization, the 
investigation by NPR and ProPublica does 
raise doubt that the projects in Haiti fulfilled 
their original plans and aspirations. We 
shouldn’t overlook that tragic possibility, 
especially when relief in critical times and 
places can impact not only quality of life but 
sometimes also health and survival.

“The charity built six 
permanent homes 
and, according to their 
own account, no new 
communities.”
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[1559] Driving

Sadly, it probably won’t even have enough gas to make it to the first border crossing.

[1558] Vet

It’s probably for the best. Since Roombas are native to North America, it’s illegal for Americans to keep them in their houses 
under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

by Jorge Cham
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Beware the Wolf by Charles Slack
Solution, page 8

ACROSS
1 Face-to-face exams
6 Mrs. in Madrid
9 LG products
12 Arsonist, for instance
13 Fish for breakfast
14 French street
15 Tot
17 Three, in Napoli
18 Bar duelers, at times
20 Hightails it
21 Make a slip
22 Take steps
23 Centers of activity
24 Portray
25 Abound (with)
27 Deliberate distraction
30 Singly
32 Geode stone
33 Took across a lake
36 Driving force
38 Elliptical
39 Plain-old paragraph
40 Dressage gear
43 Lecturer’s spot

47 Ear assault
48 Yard-sale spoiler
49 Female rabbit
50 Abundance
51 Volcano shape
52 Spicy stew
55 Crumb carrier
56 Car accessory
58 Virtuoso
59 Holiday herald
60 Otherworldly
61 Oyster’s home
62 Brought together
63 Students’ stations

DOWn
1 Recently
2 Curb, with “in”
3 A chorus line
4 Development sites
5 NBC show turning 40 this 

year
6 Lazybones
7 Presidential nickname
8 Choppers

9 Main, as a highway
10 Moving waters
11 Medium
16 Disappear gradually
18 One way to stand
19 Hotel freebie
23 Provide pro tem
24 Had words
26 Jed on The West Wing
27 Sushi fare
28 Shoots the breeze
29 “Holy smokes”
31 Lender’s recourse
33 Because
34 Court material
35 Showed joy
36 Nutrient in beef
37 Finish, with “up”
39 Used leverage
41 Fixed routine
42 Tackled rapids, perhaps
44 Fancies up
45 Debt notice
46 Inflexible
50 Stockholm-based car 

company
51 Consider, with “on”
52 Assignment

53 Budget’s sister brand
54 Square one
57 Blackguard

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Bush Techdoku
Solution, page 8

10× 12× 1− 6×

1÷ 5

4 18× 30×

30× 2× 20× 6×

4÷ 1

3 3− 24×

Walker Techdoku
Solution, page 8

20× 5+ 30× 2−

144× 8×

3 3× 4−

4− 6 2

40× 120× 5+

5− 3

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Rubio Sudoku
Solution, page 8

8 6 5
6 1 9 3
3 8 6 2

7 3
3 2 4 7

4 5
5 8 7 4
8 3 1 7

9 7 3

Kasich Sudoku
Solution, page 8

3 2 4 6
4 3 6 7 8

1 3
3 5 2

7 6
6 4 7

6 9
9 8 2 5 1

8 1 6 9
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14+ 135× 432× 48×

8 336× 60×

189× 8 3 12+ 3−

18× 40× 60×

2÷ 108× 7

27+ 1− 20× 2 25+

2− 6× 48×

14+ 56× 60×

5 63× 6

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1–9. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Trump Techdoku
Solution, page 8

What’s your sign by Fred Piscop
Solution, page 8

ACROSS
1 Spots to sleep
5 “Darn it!”
9 Sheriff’s group
14 Offend the nose
15 Actor Alda
16 Nose, slangily
17 Partner in war
18 Upward movement
19 Map book
20 Stop filibustering, say
23 Grand __ Opry
24 Foul-ball caller
25 Like Italian bread
29 Moistens
31 Sixth sense, for short
34 Artful dodges
35 Timber wolf
36 Suffix for novel
37 No matter what
40 Cob serving
41 Hostile, as a crowd
42 Gets ready, briefly
43 Shoo-__ (sure things)

44 Chilled with cubes
45 Ultimatum ender
46 Detroit-based SUV maker
47 Auditor’s designation
48 Be ruthless
55 Largest mammal
56 Symbol of sanctity
57 Be a nitpicker
59 “To err is __”
60 Caesar’s rebuke
61 Operatic piece
62 Upright
63 Part of MVP
64 Part of a Big Apple abbr.

DOWn
1 Bikini top
2 Hard to hold on to
3 Sandwich shop
4 Type of terrier
5 __ ever (rarely)
6 Privileged group
7 Redeem
8 Reflex-test target

9 Biblical songs
10 In first place
11 Without help
12 Fly high
13 Sci-fi beings: Abbr.
21 “__ luck!”
22 Foldable mattress
25 Early spring bloomers
26 Talk too much
27 Manual readers
28 Hemmed or darned
29 Part of WWW
30 Online auctioneer
31 JFK sister-in-law
32 Stair parts
33 In itself
35 Theater section
36 Raison d’__
38 State flower of New 

Mexico
39 OWN Network VIP
44 Be imminent
45 Decide to withdraw
46 Mideast’s __ Heights

47 Young stallions
48 Avoid deliberately
49 Domesticated
50 Those folks
51 US alliance

52 Confident assertion
53 __ a soul (nobody)
54 Toothy smile
55 Horton Hears a __!
58 Fork over
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Album review

Signaling a new wave
Neo-psychedelic band Tame Impala explores new territory with old sounds

By ryan Hays

In a musical era where few people can 
name current artists and bands other than 
The Black Keys and Jack White that clas-
sify as “rock bands,” the popularity of gui-
tar-driven music, whether in the form of 
blues-rock, punk, or psychedelic, appears 
to be waning. The exploding popularity of 
electronic dance music (EDM) and the con-
tinued mainstream success of hip-hop has 
left little room for attention to the proto-
typical 5-piece rock band. Australian band 
Tame Impala has been a rare success in the 
broad yet shrinking genre of rock music — 
they’ve won Grammys, had songs featured 
in television shows and commercials, and 
have been lauded by critics for bringing 
much-needed innovation to a dying genre. 
Stepping out of their musical niche, Tame 
Impala has taken a bold risk with their new 
album Currents, which differs greatly from 
their previous rock-oriented music.

Currents represents a clear step forward 
in the band’s style. The sound found on 
Tame Impala’s previous albums Innerspeak-
er and Lonerism, both of which were lauded 
by critics, is reminiscent of the psychedelic 
movement of the ‘60s. Currents instead pulls 
from electronic-based pop first explored in 
the ‘70s. The track “Yes I’m Changing” con-
tains plenty of spacey keyboard orchestra-
tion while still staying rooted with a strong 
bass line. This formula is also present in 
“The Moment,” which strikingly resembles 
Tears for Fears’ once-popular track “Every-
body Wants to Rule the World.” However, 
this style of indie-pop isn’t an anomaly in 
today’s music — fellow Australian bands 
such as Cut Copy, Bag Raiders, and Empire 
of the Sun work within this genre and have 
also had great success.

Tame Impala’s best work on Currents 
comes when they blend the old with the 
new, taking their punching guitar riffs, bass 
lines, and electric funk from previous al-
bums and mixing in a dreamy pop sound 
punctuated with atmospheric keyboard 
and synthesizers and reverberated guitar. 
The opening track and lead single “Let It 
Happen” features deep, mellowing synths 

topped with keyboards to provide a melo-
dy that converges to an eclectic and funky 
bridge — the song is quite honestly the most 
prominent highlight of the entire album. 
“Eventually” is another track that does this 
blend well with an expansive assortment of 
electronic sounds and a guitar progression 
that complements lead singer Kevin Park-
er’s airy vocals. 

There are instances on Currents where 
Tame Impala’s experiment with pop just 
doesn’t work — the track “Reality in Mo-
tion” is anything but catchy and offers little 
other than an overused reverb effect on the 
vocals. The track “‘Cause I’m A Man” chan-
nels the spirit of an ‘80s soft rock ballad but 
is somewhat forgettable. But even on an al-
bum that seems so audibly nostalgic, varia-
tion throughout Currents makes this new 
sound (mostly) a win for Tame Impala. 

Thematically, the album spans the sing-
er’s transformation between “old self” and 
“new self” in the context of a lost relation-
ship. From the quasi-YOLO attitude on “Let 
it Happen” and “The Moment” to a later re-
gretful tone on “Love/Paranoia” and “New 
Person, Same Old Mistakes,” Parker looks in-
trospectively at the reasons why a particular 
relationship of his needed to end. While this 
format serves as a cohesive template, many 
of the lyrics found on Currents are rather 
dull and full of angst, contrasting with the 
lush sounds of the backing band. On “The 
Less I Know the Better,” Parker laments un-
requited love with “She was holding hands 
with Trevor/Not the greatest feeling ever/
Said, ‘Pull yourself together/You should try 
your luck with Heather,’” a cringe-worthy 
quatrain with an even more cringe-worthy 
rhyme. The subsequent songs, such as “Past 
Life,” “Cause I’m A Man,” and “Love/Para-
noia,” are also filled with sappy heartaches, 
and even when the lyrics aren’t specifically 
addressing a lost love or a romantic mistake, 
they are still pining in the least sympathetic 
way possible. Tame Impala consciously 
made a change in their sound with a transi-
tion from their modern take on psychedelic 
rock to a ‘70s-esque synth-pop sound, but 
unfortunately, they brought some shallow 
pop lyrics with them. 

Nevertheless, Tame Impala has brought 
something new to the table in clear contrast 
to the Top-40 music currently playing on 
the airwaves. Even though they missed the 
mark lyrically and sometimes musically on 
tracks throughout this album, Currents is 
an exciting approach for the group. Just as 
their sophomore effort Lonerism improved 
upon their debut album, Tame Impala has 
set itself up for exploration and maturation 
in future works using the style crafted on 
Currents.

HHH✩✩

Currents
tame Impala

Interscope records

17 July 2015

Courtesy of ParadIgm taLent agenCy

Cam Avery, Julien Barbagallo, Kevin Parker, Dominic simper, and Jay Watson are 
Tame Impala.

ConCert review

the 2nd annual Cambridge Jazz Festival
A day full of music, charity, and community

By Ka-Yen Yau
staff wrIter

Nothing says summer quite like jazz: 
they are both relaxed yet spontaneous, fun, 
and lively. The annual Cambridge Jazz Fes-
tival took place this year on July 26. Located 
in University Park (just a couple of streets 
behind Simmons Hall), it was the perfect 
way to spend a Sunday afternoon. The free 
festival drew the attention of people from 
all different walks of life — young children 
and longtime jazz aficionados alike all sat 
together in the grass enjoying the live music 
and the sunshine.

I arrived at the festival around 3 p.m. 
with my good friend, Ben Harpt ‘18 (what 
better company than a member of MIT’s 
very own Festival Jazz Ensemble?). We ar-
rived just as the Lazlo Gardony Sextet be-
gan to play. Their performance was fun, up-
beat, and energetic. As Ben told me about 

jazz’s unique style, techniques, and history, 
I noticed that he couldn’t help but tap his 
foot to the music. The band was composed 
of a bassist and a drummer who established 
the rhythm and beat of the piece, three ten-
or saxophonists who added melody, and a 
pianist who unified the two components. 
Ben, a saxophonist himself, was automati-
cally intrigued by the inclusion of the three 
saxophones in the band. The interesting 
and dynamic interplay between the three 
definitely demonstrated their technical 
skill as they played together to establish the 
primary melody of the song. Ben told me to 
listen carefully “when they play together, 
[because] each sax is at a slightly different 
key, helping to create a textured and com-
plex sound.”

The members of the band would then 
occasionally break off to play improvised 
solos, the defining characteristic and my 
favorite part of jazz music. It is during these 

improvised moments that one can truly 
see the soul and personality of each musi-
cian. While improvisation allows us to see 
the artist’s own voice, it also helps us to see 
who inspires them. These improvisations 
are in direct conversation with their prede-
cessors, with the men and women who de-
veloped jazz music into what it is today. Ben 
told me, for instance, that “Gardony’s music 
draws elements from 1920s Dixieland and 
1960s Post-Bop, but he adds his own con-
temporary twist.” More so than many other 
forms of art, jazz music is the communica-
tion and representation of both the self and 
of history.

And just like jazz itself, this event fo-
cused on highlighting and celebrating who 
we are and where we come from. We are all 
products of our past and of our community, 
which is something to be embraced and 
celebrated. This year, the festival was dedi-
cated to commemorating Billie Holiday’s 

profound influence on the jazz world. 
Following Gardony was Nnenna Free-

lon, an incredible jazz vocalist who capti-
vated the audience with a voice that made 
you feel like you got transported back in 
time. She opened with Ella Fitzgerald’s 
“Blue Skies,” and then continued with a 
tribute to Holiday. After her performance, 
she proudly announced to the audience 
that she was born and raised in Cambridge. 
Despite all the places life took her and de-
spite her many successes (which include 
performing around the world, recording 
several albums, and receiving six Grammy 
nominations), she will always return here, 
where it all began.

But in addition to celebrating the past, 
the Cambridge Jazz Festival also celebrates 
the future. The event’s proceeds go to the 
Johnny Hodges Fund, a fund created in the 
hopes of helping young, aspiring musicians 
in Cambridge pursue their passions.

Curious about what’s happening on campus?

Keep up at thetech.com for more news!
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movie review

Don’t you wish your last mri was this much fun?
Self/less has a lot of potential, but falls short

By Karleigh Moore
arts edItor

self/less isn’t a boring film, but the trailer 
suggests a film more philosophically engag-
ing than it ended up being. In fact, if you see 
the trailer, you don’t really have to attend 
the movie to know what it’s about, and most 
people will be able to predict each turn of 
events. Like I said, it isn’t boring — there are 
some exciting scenes that attempt to add 
mystery and thrill — but don’t expect to be 
too surprised. The film presents some en-
tertaining (though mostly unoriginal) ideas, 
but ultimately doesn’t deliver. For example, 
the concept of transferring consciousness 
from one body to the next in an attempt to 
achieve eternal youth is pretty cool to think 
about. However, I was supremely disap-
pointed with the lack of imagination regard-
ing this process — apparently if you go into 
a huge MRI-esque machine with a strange 
net on your face, you can transfer your mind 
into another body. Make sure to bring your 
suspension of disbelief into the theater with 
you along with your smuggled-in candy.

I think that science fiction has a huge 
potential to explore ideas of philosophy. 
After all, anything goes in a science fiction 
universe and the possibilities are limited 
only by human creativity. self/less poses 
obvious questions about morality and con-
cepts of self, but the film doesn’t present 
any profound or unexpected takes on the 
issues. That’s not to say that Damian Hale 
(Kingsley/Reynolds) doesn’t grapple with 
the guilt he feels about taking over some-
one else’s body — he does feel incredibly 
guilty, and does seem to flip-flop on wheth-
er or not he is willing to continue living in 
a stolen body. But overall, the movie is a 
painfully obvious depiction of represen-
tation on being mindful of the morality of 

cutting edge science.
Ryan Reynolds seems to break out of 

his typical charismatic-funny-guy typecast 
role, which was surprising and refreshing. 
But Reynolds and Kingsley both play Hale, 
who is a ruthless industrial mogul (Reyn-
olds plays young-new-body Hale, and King-
sley plays old-and-dying Hale), but the two 
could have easily been different characters. 
Perhaps reborn Damian wanted to start 
over as a likable good guy, but the dying Da-
mian we are first introduced to is definitely 

not a likeable character.
self/less is entertaining enough if you’re 

just trying to settle on a movie to see with 
friends. It’s filled with action, has recog-
nizable actors, and is pretty easy to follow 
so it’ll probably be pleasing to everyone. 
You’ll have lots to talk about after the cred-
its roll, though the conversation will prob-
ably revolve around how bad the movie was 
instead of gravitating toward the underde-
veloped questions of morality and ethics it 
presents.

H✩✩✩✩

self/less
Directed by tarsem singh

starring Ben Kingsley, 
ryan reynolds

rated PG-13

Now Playing

Courtesy of aLan markfIeLd / gramerCy PICtures

Damian Hale (Academy Award winner Ben Kingsley) undergoes a radical medical procedure in Gramercy Pictures’ provocative 
psychological thriller Self/less, directed by Tarsem Singh and written by Alex Pastor and David Pastor. 

movie review

A lighthearted take on John Green’s novel
A young adult adaptation that’s worth seeing

By Karleigh Moore
arts edItor

It was about 1 a.m. the night before the 
screening, and I had just put down John 
Green’s Paper towns. I had read his other 
books in high school, but for some reason, 
Paper towns had evaded my bookshelf. Of 
course, reading the book could have been a 
huge mistake, biasing my view of the movie 
— after all, book fans seem to be set up for 
eternal disappointment at the theater. As ex-
pected, there were changes, additions, and 
some things that were integrated differently 
or left out completely. But John Green was 
an executive producer for the film, so fans 
can rest assured that the heart of the novel 
has been carefully transplanted from paper 

to the big screen. 
I entered the surprisingly sparse theater 

with my friend Ali. About a dozen or so sea-
soned movie critics were scattered among 
the seats. I imagine that the two of us were 
the only members of the audience who had 
read the book. We were the only ones who 
laughed at the inside jokes, and Ali turned 
heads when she let out a fangirl shriek dur-
ing a scene where a popular star made an 
unexpected cameo. We enjoyed the film im-
mensely, adaptation and all. 

The movie is based on a young adult 
novel — it’s a coming of age story, and at 
times, is a little trite, containing trope after 
overdone trope. Boy falls in love with a mys-
terious girl, they are childhood friends, they 
grow apart in high school, girl runs away be-

fore senior year is over, boy and friends go 
on an epic road trip to find her — we’ve seen 
this sort of thing before. Regardless, I liked 
its focus on self discovery and the dangers 
of expectation, and though these themes 
are explored ad nauseam in media geared 
toward young people, in Paper towns the 
delivery is refreshingly nonstandard. We 
don’t get what we expect, and we can defi-
nitely see that our protagonists are flawed 
(the story reminds me of 500 Days of Sum-
mer in a way). The characters have many 
insightful lines — most of these are quotes 
pulled from the novel — but it is clear that 
they are still figuring things out, and aren’t 
as wise as their eloquence would have us 
believe. 

I was disappointed that the film ignored 
the darker parts of the novel, which de-
tracted from the sense of urgency Quentin 
and his friends felt when trying to reunite 
with Margo and made the rationale for their 
road trip significantly more superficial. In-
stead, the movie focused on the lighthearted 
aspects of the novel and was packed with 
teenage humor. You can look forward to an 
improvised rendition of the Pokémon theme 
song and lots of “it’s-the-end-of-senior-
year” hijinks. 

Nat Wolff and Cara Delevingne were con-
vincing as the awkward Quentin Jacobsen 
and the enigmatic Margo Roth Spiegelman, 
respectively. However it was Justice Smith 
(who plays Radar) and Austin Abrams (who 
plays Ben) who stole the show. Radar has a 
cut and dry wit and the movie is riddled with 
his stinging one liners, and Ben is somewhat 
crude and lacks a verbal filter — the two are 
easily the most entertaining characters in 
the film. 

Some movies get a lot flack for fan service, 
for including inside jokes likely to fly right 
over the heads of the average viewer, and 
for working in quotes from the book (which 
admittedly, can be cheesy, even though we 
wait with bated breath for the narrator to 
deliver the iconic lines). But I think fan ac-
knowledgement is a positive development 
in today’s media culture, so in this respect, 
I’m pleased that the Paper Towns filmmak-
ers seemed so aware of their audience.

HHH✩✩

Paper towns
Directed by Jake schreier

Based on the novel Paper 
towns by John Green

starring Nat Wolff, Cara 
Delevingne, Justice smith, 
Austin Abrams

rated PG-13

Now Playing

Courtesy of twentIeth Century fox fILm CorPoratIon

Nat Wolff and Cara Delevingne star as Quentin and Margo in Paper Towns.



8 The Tech Thursday, August 6, 2015
A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 

W
e

A
t

H
e

r
 

W
e

A
t

H
e

r
 

W
e

A
t

H
e

r
book review

the journey of a 2010 Fields medalist
Even the best struggle

By William Loucks

Birth of a Theorem: a mathematical 
adventure is the recently released English 
translation of Cédric Villani’s Théorème 
Vivant. Director of the Institut Henri Poin-
caré in Paris, Villani cuts a unique figure, 
frequently wearing large spider broaches 
on his jacket lapel. He is an expert in partial 
differential equations and their application 
to problems in statistical physics. His book 
recounts his frustrating but exciting journey 
to winning the 2010 Fields Medal for work on 
Landau damping.

Villani describes Landau damping as a 
phenomenon in physics that explains a “re-
turn to equilibrium without any increase in 
entropy.” In the abstract of the final proof, Vil-
lani and his collaborator, Clément Mouhot, 
assert that they have shown the damping 

phenomenon to be caused by “phase mix-
ing” instead of the exchange of energy be-
tween phases. Their work illustrates that 
particles within a plasma are accelerated or 
decelerated to match the velocity of the elec-
tromagnetic waves acting on them. 

While this phenomenon seems compli-
cated, the primary goal of the text is not to 
explain the math behind Villani’s proof but 
to describe the years leading to his break-
through. When beginning to pursue the 
Fields Medal — or ‘FM’ as he says — Villani 
did not know which problem to focus on. He 
only knew that he had to prove something 
amazing and that he had do it in a short pe-
riod of time — at 38 years old, he was two 
years away from the age cutoff for the qua-
drennial award. One could imagine that this 
timeline would put a great deal of stress on 
a person, and Villani only made it worse by 

giving lectures about his proof before he 
knew it existed. In narrative form, Villani’s 
book illustrates the author’s fears and pas-
sions in a way that makes him seem more 
human and less of a surreal genius.

The book dives into Villani’s life as a fa-
ther and scientist, as well as into the his-
tory of physical mathematics. Some of the 
most fascinating pieces are the short itali-
cized anecdotes that Villani provides about 
the world’s most famous mathematicians. 
The most interesting excerpt is about Henri 
Poincaré. The aside divulges that Poincaré 
published a paper on the stability of the so-
lar system in a prestigious magazine, won an 
award for his work, and then realized that 
he was completely wrong! Like any rational 
man with a hint of hubris, he spent all of the 
money he earned from the prize and more 
on ensuring all the printed copies returned 

to the publisher (there was no internet in 
1889). Furthermore, Poincaré went on to 
publish a paper proving the exact opposite 
of what he initially claimed, and became the 
founder of chaos theory and the sponsor 
of one of the world’s premier mathematics 
institutes.

The story also includes a sizable number 
of emails exchanged between Villani and 
Mouhot in which they converse about their 
damping theorem. This correspondence can 
be tedious to read; however, the emails are 
interesting at times and shouldn’t be a de-
terrent from exploring the heart of the work. 
Ultimately, Villani’s purpose is to take read-
ers inside of his psyche and illustrate the fact 
that even the most respected professionals 
doubt themselves, have a family, get ner-
vous, are afraid to speak to icons, and start 
with a dream.

weAther

extended Forecast
today: Mostly sunny, high 84°F (29°C). Winds NW at 5-10 

mph.
tonight: Mostly clear, low 63°F (17°C). Winds light and vari-

able.
tomorrow: Partly cloudy with a chance of afternoon and eve-

ning showers, high 76°F (24°C). Winds SE at 5-10 mph.
saturday: Mostly cloudy with a chance of showers, highs in 

the mid 70s °F (23°C).
sunday: Mostly sunny with a slight chance of showers, 

highs in the mid 70s °F (24°C).

By Vince Agard
staff meteoroLogIst

A period of cooler tempera-
tures is poised to begin after a 
severe thunderstorm passed on 
Tuesday afternoon. The storm, 
which arrived shortly after 4 
p.m. on Tuesday, brought heavy 
downpours, strong winds, and 
a barrage of hailstones to MIT’s 
campus. At Boston’s Logan air-
port, the storm brought nearly 
half an inch of rainfall in less 
than an hour, with recorded 
wind gusts of up to 51 miles 
per hour (82 km/h). Golf ball-
sized hail was reported in Har-
vard Square, while hailstones 2 
inches (5 cm) in diameter were 
observed in nearby Jamaica 
Plain. The storm capped off an 

especially severe weather day 
in Massachusetts, in which su-
percell thunderstorms resulted 
in multiple tornado warnings 
being issued by the National 
Weather Service.

In the aftermath of the storm, 
temperatures at the Institute are 
poised to become noticeably 
lower in the next few days, as 
the wind pattern shifts to bring 
cooler oceanic air onshore. 
Daytime temperatures will top 
out in the mid-70s °F, breaking 
a streak of 10 consecutive days 
with highs above 80°F (27°C). 
While the weekend will likely 
stay dry, a chance of showers 
will persist from tonight through 
Sunday as an active storm sys-
tem passes offshore to the south 
and east.
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solution to 
rubio sudoku

from page 5

solution to 
Walker techdoku

from page 5

solution to 
Kasich sudoku

from page 5

solution to 
Bush techdoku

from page 5

solution to trump techdoku
from page 6

7 9 8 3 4 2 6 1 5
6 2 5 1 9 7 4 3 8
3 1 4 5 8 6 7 2 9
5 7 2 9 6 8 1 4 3
8 3 1 2 5 4 9 7 6
4 6 9 7 1 3 8 5 2
1 5 3 8 7 9 2 6 4
2 8 6 4 3 1 5 9 7
9 4 7 6 2 5 3 8 1

8 5 9 3 2 4 7 6 1
2 4 3 6 1 7 9 5 8
1 7 6 5 9 8 2 4 3
3 9 8 7 5 6 1 2 4
4 1 7 2 8 3 6 9 5
5 6 2 9 4 1 3 8 7
6 2 1 4 3 5 8 7 9
9 3 4 8 7 2 5 1 6
7 8 5 1 6 9 4 3 2

4 5 2 3 1 6
2 3 6 1 5 4
3 4 1 2 6 5
5 6 3 4 2 1
1 2 5 6 4 3
6 1 4 5 3 2

1 5 3 6 4 2
2 6 4 1 5 3
4 2 6 3 1 5
5 3 1 4 2 6
6 4 2 5 3 1
3 1 5 2 6 4

4 7 5 3 9 2 1 6 8
8 2 9 7 4 6 5 1 3
7 1 8 6 3 5 4 9 2
9 3 1 8 5 7 6 2 4
3 6 4 2 8 1 9 5 7
6 9 7 5 2 4 3 8 1
5 8 6 4 1 3 2 7 9
1 4 2 9 6 8 7 3 5
2 5 3 1 7 9 8 4 6

solution to 
Beware the Wolf

from page 5

solution to 
What’s your sign

from page 6
write for us

e-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Be a PENguin

Cooler weather follows 
strong storm
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that first-year students must live 
on-campus.

The plan does not come with-
out caveats, though — students 
will have to do their laundry in 
New House, since the Hyatt does 
not have laundry facilities. Stu-
dents will not be able to hold REX 
events at the hotel or access the 
conference rooms and ballroom.

Students may also choose to 
be assigned to Baker, McCor-
mick, or MacGregor House on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 
They would then pay the rate of 
their selected residence hall, and 
be required to pay for a meal plan 
if the residence has a dining hall.

Before the plan was released, 
Trey Watts ’17, the New House 
Vice President, called upon the 
administration to consider the 
extensive impact that splitting up 
New House residents would have 
on students.

“Dispersing us among under-
graduate dorms...is at the cost of 
student happiness, sanity, perfor-
mance, and overall well-being,” 
Watts said in an email to Chan-
cellor Cynthia Barnhart, Student 
Life Dean Chris Colombo, and 
Residential Life and Dining Dean 
Henry Humphreys. “While find-
ing space in other undergraduate 
dorms may be more cost-effec-
tive, not only would the displaced 
students have their culture es-
sentially stripped from them, but 
the culture and desires of the host 
dorm would also be infringed 
upon.”

Three cultural houses — 

Chocolate City, International 
Development House (iHouse), 
and Spanish House — have been 
fully or partially displaced by the 
damage.

Watts suggested the Hyatt as 
an off-campus housing option to 
explore, in addition to “currently 
vacant fraternity houses, apart-
ment complexes, and graduate 
dorms with enough space.”

Humphreys told The Tech that 
the administration quickly took 
graduate housing and FSILGs off 
the table. Freshmen would not 
have been allowed to live off-
campus in FSILGs, and there was 
no permanent space in graduate 
dorms such as Sidney-Pacific.

According to Humphreys and 
Director of Communications 
Matt Bauer, MIT has not had to 
put students up in hotels in re-
cent memory, while other col-
leges in the area, including Bos-
ton University and Northeastern, 
have housed students in the Hy-
att numerous times before. The 
Hyatt was “very accommodat-
ing” to MIT’s predicament, Hum-
phreys said.

The administration has re-
ceived a preliminary timeline for 
New House repairs, but it has not 
been made available as of August 
5. In the interim, students’ items 
and furniture that were stored in 
New House have been moved into 
Metropolitan Storage at no cost.

Going forward, the Depart-
ment of Student Life will set up a 
webpage to keep affected parties 
in the loop and rely on student 
leadership, in addition to New 
House RACs and the Housemas-

ter Wesley Harris, to relay infor-
mation down the chain. 

In the event that repairs fin-
ish early, the plan to transition 
students back to New House is 
“not absolute,” Humphreys said. 
He expects that all of the affected 
communities will contribute to 
the decision. 

Students were asked to make 
a decision on their desired hous-
ing option by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 
August 4. The Division of Student 
Life is currently determining how 
many students opted to stay at 
the Hyatt.

The list of rooms at the Hyatt 
has yet to be determined.

Watts, who is a member of the 
displaced cultural house Choco-
late City and will be staying in the 
Hyatt, expressed some of his con-
cerns for the fall to The tech. “The 
biggest concern, honestly, is that 
the Hyatt is pretty far away from 
campus. It is the best option, but 
the distance does bother me a 
little bit.” 

Watts was anxious about in-
coming freshmen. “This is very 
new and alarming for them,” he 
said. “We’re working towards 
holding REX events throughout 
the semester, hopefully, to pro-
mote a sense of community.”

He also lamented losing 
Chocolate City’s common lounge. 
“One of the biggest things for us 
is being able to hang out in our 
study lounge. Having that lounge 
space taken from us is going to be 
a hassle.” 

The administration is working 
with the Hyatt to set up Wi-Fi and 
common spaces for students.

new, from Page 1

Kendall Square Initiative 
advances with permit 
applications filed

MIT has taken another step 
in its six to 10 year plan for the 
development of the East Cam-
pus and Kendall Square area, 
recently filing its Project Review 
and Planned Unit Development 
special permit applications 
with the Cambridge Planning 
Board. 

The application includes de-
tailed plans for the designs of 
six proposed buildings, which 
will provide research space, 500 
new housing units, and retail/
office space. The Cambridge 
Planning Board will review all 

aspects of the proposal, in-
cluding design, infrastructure, 
transportation, and parking 
plans, according to MIT News.

MIT anticipates that it will 
invest at least $1.2 billion in 
the Kendall Square Initiative. 
The Institute plans to build 
a residence hall for graduate 
students in Kendall Square, re-
placing Eastgate. The project 
also includes plans for 3 acres 
of connected open spaces, re-
placing the parking lots south 
of Main Street. 

 —Katherine Nazemi

Students in Hyatt will need 
to do laundry in New House
Incoming freshmen are permitted to live in the 
Hyatt, but no REX events may take place there 

for construction. Beside it, how-
ever, MIT Dining has provided a 
coffee bar serving Starbucks cof-
fee and a selection of take-and-go 
meals. The MIT libraries kiosk next 
to the café has remained closed 
throughout the project. Once the 
Forbes Family Café reopens, the 

center will feature video screens 
that will highlight MIT library re-
sources, services, and collections, 
according to an MIT Libraries 
news release.

Renovations are projected to 
conclude in early September so 
the Forbes Family Café can resume 
operations for the MIT community 
once the fall 2016 semester begins.

Forbes, from Page 1

Stata library kiosk 
to also see upgrades  
Kiosk and café were both closed 
over the summer for renovations

Do you have a story 
to tell?

The Tech wants to publish stories 
from the MIT community

Can you tell a personal story in writing 
or in an interview?

Sample topics:
Experiencing discrimination at MIT

Choosing between divergent career paths

Your slice of MIT culture

Romance at MIT

Or anything else you can tell as a 
compelling story

Email cl@the-tech.mit.edu with stories or proposals

Can you beat this drawing?

Join Illustrators at The Tech!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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felt that their funding stores, even 
with alumni donations, are insuffi-
cient to maintain the “19th century 
buildings” they live in. 

Options put forward for the 
design of an FSILG village include 
a cluster of small, free-standing 
structures; a townhouse-style 
building that would have some 
shared spaces and infrastructure; 
a loft-style structure somewhat like 
Burton Conner or Random Hall, 
with each floor unique but con-
nected; and a re-purposed build-
ing, likely with shared infrastruc-
ture and space.

Because of the implications for 
student life, the AILG and Divi-
sion of Student Life (DSL) surveyed 
alumni and students from all six 
sororities, 29 fraternities, and five 
independent living groups about 
the proposal in the fall of 2014. One 
response, generally the president’s, 
was taken from each of these alum-
ni or student organizations.

Of 80 total alumni and student 
representatives, only five alumni 
“expressed high interest in the proj-
ect,” and only five students thought 
it was at all likely that their living 
group would be willing to move 
into an FSILG village.

Alumni cited “tradition, as-

sumed MIT ownership of the 
building, and Institute oversight” 
as reasons to reject the proposal, 
advocating strongly for continued 
independent ownership. Students 
were even more compelled by the 
latter two reasons. Most oppose 
MIT’s plan to lease buildings to 
the FSILGs’ individual housing 
corporations.

Interest was lower than expect-
ed because proximity and super-
vision were less important than 
the AILG predicted. For instance, 
survey responses showed that stu-
dents generally considered prox-
imity to campus to be a benefit, 
but did not consider it important 
enough to be a deciding factor.

Nearly all alumni and students 
responded favorably to questions 
regarding organization, mainte-
nance, and “various metrics on 
chapter health” such as house 
conditions and finances. Most said 
their living groups were “excellent 
or good” — they all “perceive[d] 
themselves as above average,” and 
were “somewhat or very satisfied 
with their FSILG’s present status.” 

This view was held despite the 
DSL’s finding that 57% of FSILGs 
have “reserves that are inadequate 
to cover even an optimistic estimate 
of current maintenance needs,” 
and the AILG’s belief that build-

ings are out of date and improperly 
kept. The DSL acknowledges that 
the contrast between their findings 
and the student responses “may 
reflect some concern about how 
the survey data will be used.” Ulti-
mately, FSILG members are highly 
averse to a potential change.

Members of the AILG believe 
that if the FSILG village plan ap-
pears to progress, and if off-cam-
pus restrictions like the Boston 
ban continue to pose difficulties, 
the idea may become more popu-
lar among students. The AILG has 
also cited research indicating that 
many alumni do not consider their 
living groups’ relationships with 
surrounding communities to be 
positive and have concerns about 
long-term sustainability.

The DSL calculates that all MIT 
alumni-owned housing can be 
valued at $83 million — if FSILGs 
whose buildings MIT does not own 
were to move into an FSILG village, 
“this equity presumably would be 
available to invest in the project.”

Far more alumni and student 
organizations were interested in 
further discussion and planning 
than in actually moving, which 
the DSL believes is because “many 
groups may be sitting on the side-
lines, waiting to see if there is a seri-
ous proposal put forth.”

FSILGs oppose new ‘village’
Alumni-owned FSILG buildings valued at $83 mil
Village, from Page 1

Belcher receives teaching award 
for work with TEAL

John W. Belcher has been 
awarded the 2015 Hans Chris-
tian Oersted Medal of the 
American Association of Phys-
ics Teachers, in recognition of 
his “tireless work with TEAL 
(Technology Enabled Active 
Learning) and Massive Open 
Online Courses (MOOCs).”

The Oersted Medal is given 
to recognize “those who have 
had an outstanding, wide-
spread, and lasting impact on 
the teaching of physics.” 

Belcher has been an instruc-

tor for 8.02 (Electricity and 
Magnetism), which is taught in 
the TEAL format. Students work 
collaboratively in groups with 
an emphasis on in-class prob-
lem solving and experiments. 

Belcher was named a 
MacVicar Faculty Fellow in 
2000. He has also received 
NASA’s Exceptional Scien-
tific Achievement Medal and 
an MIT award given to recog-
nize a “record of excellence in 
education.”

 —Katherine Nazemi

Break-in at Senior House
An as-yet unidentified sus-

pect broke into Senior House 
around midnight the morning 
of August 3, according to a cam-
pus-wide email.

“An unknown suspect broke 
a second floor window...and 
gained access to the building,” 
Sergeant Andrew J. Turco wrote. 
“Dorm patrol discovered the 
broken glass and called after the 
intruder,” who fled toward Ames 
Street. 

Police have found evidence 
that the suspect suffered a 
“large laceration” and located 
a camouflage backpack, a field 
shovel, a canteen, and dirty 
clothing in Senior House.

Turco suggested that com-
munity members lock doors 
and windows, document serial 
numbers of electronics, and re-
port suspicious activity to the 
police. 

—william Navarre

once
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Hopes to ‘empower’ team members ‘as students, athletes, individuals’ 
By Phil Hess

DAPER STAFF

Dani Korman has been se-
lected as the Mary Frances Wagle 
‘47 Head Coach of the MIT men’s 
and women’s swimming and div-
ing teams, MIT Director of Ath-
letics Julie Soriero announced on 
July 29. Korman will be joining the 
Engineers after spending the last 
three years as an assistant coach 
with the Yale University women’s 
swimming and diving program.

“I am thrilled to be joining 
the MIT community,” said Kor-
man. “It is my goal to empower 
[the team members] as students, 
as athletes, and as individuals to 
achieve their full potential during 
their time at MIT and beyond.”

During her three years at Yale 
she assisted with a team that saw 
improvement each year at the Ivy 
League Championships, with the 
2015 squad finishing third and 
scoring 200 more points than the 
season before. The Elis also had 

three swimmers qualify for the 
NCAA Division I Championships 
under her watch, with numerous 
school records broken during her 
time in New Haven.

While Korman was at Yale, 
multiple student-athletes earned 
All-Ivy League honors, with the 
team gaining CSCAA Scholar 
All-America honors in all three 
seasons. She also served as the 
recruiting coordinator for the Elis, 
with her recruiting class of 2018 
being named the 17th best in the 

nation by CollegeSwimming.
Her prior collegiate coaching 

experience includes working as an 
assistant coach at Johns Hopkins 
University, where she helped both 
the men’s and women’s teams to a 
pair of top-10 NCAA finishes. Prior 
to Johns Hopkins, Korman served 
as the interim head coach of the 
Carthage College women’s team 
where she was named the 2008 
Co-Coach of the Year and led the 
team to its first ever appearance 
in the NCAA Championship. In 

addition, she has served as an as-
sistant swim coach and counselor 
for the University of Texas/Total 
Performance Swim Camp.

Korman is a 2006 graduate of 
Kenyon College where she was 
part of four national champion-
ship teams. She was a seven-
time All-American at Kenyon 
and served as team captain as a 
senior.  She earned a Master’s of 
Education with a concentration 
in guidance and counseling from 
Carthage in 2008.
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