
WEATHER, p. 2

SECTIONS

Volume 134, Number 11  Tuesday, March 11, 2014

MIT’s Oldest and 
Largest Newspaper

tech.mit.edu

Established 1881

Established 1881

Established 1881

Established 1881

Established 1881

World & Nation � � �2
Opinion � � � � � � � � �4
Fun Pages � � � � � � �6
Arts � � � � � � � � � � � �8
Sports � � � � � � � � �16

TuE: 52°f | 35°f
Mostly sunny

WEd: 44°f | 25°f
Rain/snow

THu: 25°f | 15°f
Morning snow, windy

HENRy jENkINS RETuRNS
Former MIT professor returns for talk on 
fandoms� Arts, p. 8

A MIdSuMMER NIgHT’S dREAM
ArtsEmerson production delights�  
Arts, p. 8

HOW TO CHOOSE 
STudENT lEAdERS
IFC and Panhel presi-
dents weigh in before 
UA elections� 
OpiniOn, p. 4

bETHlEHEM  
ExplORES CONflICT
Oscar-nominated film 
draws upon Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict� 
Arts, p. 9

by TExT OR by 
EMAIl
The sources of your e-
communication panic, 
by QED� 
FUn, p. 6

IN SHORT
The MIT community is invited to 
celebrate MacVicar Day 2014 at 
a symposium focused on under-
graduate advising and mentor-
ing titled, “Creating A Network of 
Mentors: A Roundtable” from 2-4 

p.m. in Bartos Theater (E15-070). 
Reception to follow.

Come to a debate between the 
candidates for UA president and 
vice president moderated by The 
Tech on the first floor of the student 
center this Wednesday, March 12. 

The three P/VP tickets are Andrew 
Acker ’15 and Grace O’Malley ’15, 
Jeffrey M. Sperling ’15 and Nathan 
Varady ’16, and Shruti Sharma ’15 
and Billy Ndengeyingoma ’15. 

Send news information and tips 
to news@tech.mit.edu.

By Leon Lin
News ediTor

The cause of the death of Hadi 
Kasab, the 23-year-old graduate 
student who was found dead in his 
room last Thursday evening, had 
not yet been released at press time 
Monday.

“The MIT Police have deter-
mined that there is no threat to the 
community,” MIT said last week. A 
spokeswoman for the Middlesex 
District Attorney’s Office said Mon-
day that an investigation was still 
under way.

Kasab lived in the Sidney Pa-

cific graduate residence and was a 
master’s degree candidate in MIT’s 
Computation for Design and Opti-
mization program. He was a native 
of Saida, Lebanon, according to the 
MIT press release.

“In this painful time, our hearts 
go out to Mr. Kasab’s family and 
friends,” President L. Rafael Reif 
wrote in an email to the MIT com-
munity last Friday. “Moments of 
sadness like this one reveal the 
very meaning of community. We 
share sadness together as surely as 
we celebrate our successes. When 
we draw together, we gain strength 
from each other. As we absorb the 

news of this loss, I hope we will 
all take time to reach out to those 
around us.” 

Reif also wrote that plans to 
commemorate Kasab would be an-
nounced on the MIT News website.

Reif ’s email reminded students 
who feel affected that they can turn 
to their faculty advisors, housemas-
ters, graduate resident tutors, or 
resident advisors for support. Stu-
dents can also contact MIT’s men-
tal health services at 617-253-2916 
or the graduate education dean’s 
office at 617-253-4860. Information 
about these and other resources is 
available at together.mit.edu. CourTesy of MiT Gas TurbiNe LaboraTory

By Victoria Messuri

Many Boston universities and 
colleges have closed at least once 
this year due to winter weather, but 
MIT has remained open. Whether 
MIT closes is up to three or four top 
administrators. The Tech spoke to 
Chancellor Cynthia Barnhart PhD 
’88 and John DiFava, the director of 
facilities operations and security, to 
find out how the decision is made.

According to Chancellor Cynthia 
Barnhart PhD ’88, during a storm, 
MIT can take action in three ways: 
close, open late, or open on time but 
excuse those who are late.

The process starts with John Di-
Fava, who can make a recommenda-
tion to close MIT, though it still has to 
be vetted by at least three others.

When making his decision, Di-
Fava first considers whether Facili-

ties will be able to keep up with snow 
removal on campus, he told The Tech. 
Next, he considers the City of Cam-
bridge’s ability to remove snow and 
the conditions of the roads immedi-
ately adjacent to campus.

DiFava said he cannot pay atten-
tion to popular travel routes far from 
MIT, such as Routes 93 and 95. “The 
reason is, [with] so many storms, par-
ticularly this year, the South Shore 
gets killed, the North Shore is fine, 
[or] the North Shore gets killed, the 
South Shore is fine. I have to make 
my decision based on campus,” Di-
Fava said.

Sometimes a call from the City of 
Cambridge tips the scale, according 
to DiFava. “If we get a call from the 
city of Cambridge saying, ‘you know 
something, we just can’t keep up, 

By patricia Z. Dominguez

The Undergraduate Asso-
ciation Events Committee an-
nounced Monday night that artists 
Capital Cities and Flosstradamus 
will be co-headlining the concert 
during this year’s SpringFest on 
Saturday, April 26 in the Johnson 
Athletic Center.

The Events Committee chose 

the artists for this year after re-
viewing the responses to a survey 
sent out to undergraduates during 
the fall semester. The results of the 
survey showed that many students 
favored alternative music and 
electronic dance music over other 
genres.

According to the Events Com-
mittee co-chairs Daniela M. 
Yuschenkoff ’14 and Lindsey C. 

Osimiri ’14, the committee hoped 
to choose artists that would ap-
peal to the majority of the MIT 
community. As a result, they said 
they chose two main artists to co-
headline in order to satisfy the 
preferences of as many MIT stu-
dents as possible. Both Capital 
Cities and Flosstradamus are also 

Cause of death of Sidney Pacific 
resident remains undetermined
Institute: ongoing investigation is standard procedure; 
Reif: ‘moments of sadness’ draw community together

TaMi forresTer—The TeCh

Akhilesh Bakshi sings a solo with the Mit Ohms during Jhankaar, the Yale, Harvard and Mit 
south Asian a cappella showcase on Friday, March 7. Hosted by the Ohms in 32-123, Jhankaar also 
featured performances from Yale’s Sur et Veritaal and Harvard’s Mirch�

Who is calling snow 
days at the Institute?
MIT stayed open even as others closed

sarah Liu—The TeCh

Will Drevo G delivers comedic one liners over improvised piano 
at Friday’s Comedy Night, hosted by the students of the Stand-Up 
Comedy Club�

Capital Cities and Flosstradamus 
to co-headline SpringFest concert
Weekend-long program to feature events run by student groups

springfest, Page 12

snow, Page 14



2 The Tech Tuesday, March 11, 2014

n
a

t
io

n
 w

o
r

ld
 &

 n
a

t
io

n
 w

o
r

ld
 &

 n
a

t
io

n
 w

o
r

ld
 &

 n
a

t
io

n
 W

o
r

ld
 &

 N
a

t
io

N
 w

o
r

ld
 

Weather

40°N

35°N

30°N

25°N

70
°W

60
°W

65
°W

75
°W

80
°W

85
°W

90
°W

95
°W

10
0°W

10
5°W

11
0°W

11
5°W

12
0°W

12
5°W

13
0°W

Fog

Thunderstorm

Haze

Weather Systems

High Pressure

Low Pressure

Hurricane

Weather Fronts

Trough

Warm Front

Cold Front

Stationary Front

Showers

Light

Moderate

Heavy

Snow Rain
Precipitation Symbols

Compiled by MIT
Meteorology Staff

and The Tech 

Other Symbols

1034

994

1016

993

Situation for noon Eastern time, tuesday, March 11, 2014

By Shaila dewan
The New York Times 

The economist Larry Summers 
once famously suggested that so few 
women become scientists and en-
gineers because of discrimination, 
preference, and even differences in 
innate ability.

In a paper published today in 
the Proceedings from the National 
Academy of Sciences, three business 
school professors tried to isolate the 
first of those reasons. They set up a 
lab experiment in which “manag-
ers” hired people to complete math-
ematical tasks that, on average, men 
and women performed equally well.

With no information about the 
job “applicants” other than their 
appearance, the managers (of both 
sexes) were twice as likely to hire a 
man over a woman.

The professors, Ernesto Reu-
ben of Columbia Business School, 
Paola Sapienza of the Kellogg 

School of Management at North-
western, and Luigi Zingales of the 
Booth School of Business at the 
University of Chicago, tried an-
other version of the experiment, 
which they labeled “Cheap Talk.” 
In this version, the job candidates 
were allowed to predict their own 
performance. Men tended to exag-
gerate their acumen, while women 
downplayed theirs. But the manag-
ers failed to compensate for that 
difference and were again twice as 
likely to choose a man.

The bias persisted even when 
managers were given hard data 
about the applicants’ ability to per-
form the tasks in question. Manag-
ers were still 1 1/2 times more likely 
to hire a man. When they knowingly 
chose the lower-performing can-
didate, two-thirds of the time they 
were choosing the male applicant.

The managers were also given an 
“implicit association test,” or IAT, to 
measure their gender bias when it 

comes to math and science.
“The very people who are biased 

against women about math, they’re 
also less likely to believe that men 
boast,” Zingales said. “So they’re 
picking up a negative stereotype of 
women, but not a negative stereo-
type of men.”

The study showed that hard 
evidence could reduce prejudice, 
Zingales said, but that it was even 
more important for managers to un-
derstand their own pre-existing be-
liefs. “Anyone can do an IAT, and if 
they know that they are biased they 
should correct for that,” he said.

Zingales said the findings could 
apply to graduate school admis-
sions as much as to the workplace. 
And, he said, they also shed light 
on why many women opt out of sci-
ence and technology majors before 
they even reach graduation — they 
may assume that the negative re-
sponse they are getting is based on 
their actual performance.

By Michael d. Shear
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — In “Between 
Two Ferns,” an off-color online 
parody of celebrity interview shows, 
comedian Zach Galifianakis has 
spanked Justin Bieber with his belt, 
discussed Charlize Theron’s thighs, 
and asked Natalie Portman for her 
phone number.

On Tuesday, Galifianakis will 
welcome President Barack Obama to 
the comedy show that he has turned 
into an Internet cult favorite by mak-
ing his guests feel awkward and 
uncomfortable.

The interview with the presi-
dent, which was recorded two weeks 
ago, is to debut online at 7:30 a.m. 
Tuesday. The show’s creators at the 
website, Funny or Die, are keeping 
its contents secret until then. White 
House aides who have seen the con-
versation with Obama say it is in 
keeping with the show’s spirit.

If so, the pop-culture appearance 
represents the latest public relations 
gamble Obama and his aides have 
taken in their pursuit of new ways 
to deliver their message to the con-

nected-but-distracted generation. 
“Between Two Ferns,” which sati-
rizes the low-budget look of public 
access television, has had episodes 
that have been viewed as many as 30 
million times, often because of their 
outrageous content.

“We have to find ways to break 
through,” said Dan Pfeiffer, the presi-
dent’s senior adviser and chief com-
munications strategist. “This is es-
sentially an extension of the code we 
have been trying to crack for seven 
years now.”

Although Obama has hardly 
abandoned traditional set pieces like 
interviews with network anchors, he 
has been more willing than his pre-
decessors to ditch the oh-so-serious 
playbook that dominated White 
House communications strategy for 
decades.

Aides said Obama’s immedi-
ate reason for subjecting himself to 
Galifianakis is to urge young people 
to sign up for health insurance on 
the government’s website, Health-
Care.gov. As a March 31 deadline for 
enrolling for 2014 approaches, the 
White House is doing one final push 
to try to increase the numbers.

Nicolle Wallace, who was Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s communica-
tions director, said she suspects there 
are some lines even Pfeiffer and his 
current team will not cross.

“You can’t put a president on 
‘Keeping up with the Kardashians,’” 
she said.

But Wallace praised the current 
White House team for understand-
ing the importance of letting Obama 
display something other than just his 
official demeanor.

“It’s almost negligent to not al-
low a president to let that side show 
through,” she said. “There’s nothing 
we see in the political media that 
depicts anyone as a well-rounded 
human being. All of these endeavors 
are noble and worthwhile.”

Galifianakis is unlikely to have 
treated Obama seriously, although 
Pfeiffer said even comedians tend to 
“behave” when they are interviewing 
the leader of the free world. Either 
way, clips of the interview are certain 
to be shared broadly on social media.

Wallace said she thinks the deci-
sion to go on the show will turn out 
to be politically smart.

“No risk, no reward,” she said.

‘No guarantee’ of nuclear deal 
with Iran says European Union

TEHRAN, Iran — The European Union’s foreign policy chief, 
Catherine Ashton, said Sunday that there was “no guarantee” that 
Iran and world powers would be able to reach a final, compre-
hensive agreement on Iran’s nuclear program.

Ashton, who talked with Iranian leaders in Tehran, represents 
the permanent members of the U.N. Security Council (Britain, 
China, France, Russia and the United States), plus Germany, 
known as the P5-plus-1 group, which reached a six-month, re-
newable interim agreement with Iran in November to limit its nu-
clear program, a breakthrough after more than a decade of talks.

The temporary agreement obliged Iran to stop enriching ura-
nium to high levels and to reduce its stockpile of near-weapons-
grade uranium in return for the lifting of some economic sanc-
tions, including access to $4.2 billion in Iranian cash frozen in 
foreign banks.

But on Sunday, Ashton tried to temper optimism about a final 
deal.

“This interim agreement is really important but not as impor-
tant as a comprehensive agreement,” Ashton said at a joint news 
conference with Iran’s foreign minister, Mohammad Javad Zarif. 
Because of the “difficult” and “challenging” nature of the process, 
however, “there is no guarantee that we will succeed,” she added.

Zarif, who has faced pressure from Iranian hard-liners who 
accuse him of selling out the country’s nuclear program, em-
phasized that his negotiators would agree only to a deal that re-
spected Iran’s “rights,” a reference to the nation’s ability to enrich 
uranium independently on its own soil.

—Thomas erdbrink, The New York Times 

Apple updates iOS 7 for iPhone 
and iPad

Apple on Monday released its first major update for iOS 7, its 
latest operating system for iPhones and iPads. The upgrade im-
proves reliability of the fingerprint sensor in the iPhone 5S and 
makes adjustments to Siri, among many other changes.

A few months after Apple released the iPhone 5S, some us-
ers complained that the phone’s signature feature, TouchID, oc-
casionally failed to read a person’s fingerprint when unlocking 
the phone. Apple said that iOS 7.1 would improve the accuracy 
of TouchID.

Many users had also reported that with iOS 7, apps frequent-
ly crashed, causing the phone to restart sporadically. The latest 
software update will address this issue as well, according to the 
company.

Apple also made a major change in the way that Siri, voice as-
sistant, works. Previously, a user would hold down the iPhone’s 
home button for a few seconds, let go, talk, and then wait for it to 
react. Now, a user can simply hold down the home button and 
start dictating the command, and Siri will react.

Apple also added new languages for Siri, including Japanese, 
Mandarin Chinese, British English and Australian English.

The company modified its camera software for the iPhone 
5S. The camera will detect when a feature called High-Dynamic 
Range (HDR) will improve the look of a photo and automati-
cally enable that feature so that the user does not have to bother 
switching it on before snapping the picture. (HDR mode is typi-
cally useful in situations with high contrast between a subject and 
the background — for instance, when shooting a photo of a per-
son who is standing in front of bright light.)

The most surprising thing about iOS 7.1 is not the new fea-
tures, but how long it took Apple to fix the nagging problem of de-
vices randomly restarting. Jan Dawson, an independent telecom 
analyst for Jackdaw Research, said the challenge for Apple was 
probably that it had to test the new software and get the CarPlay 
announcement out of the way before releasing it.

“It’s frustrating for users, but the last thing Apple wants to do 
is introduce new bugs and problems when it’s trying to fix other 
ones,” he said.

—Brian X. Chen, The New York Times 

By allison a. wing
sTAFF meTeorologisT

Strong swings in the weather 
conditions will occur this week. To-
day, the high temperature is expect-
ed to reach into the 50°Fs, but over 
the next two days temperatures will 
plummet in association with a win-
ter storm and Thursday tempera-
tures will only reach the mid 20°Fs.

A winter storm is likely to im-
pact our area tomorrow afternoon 
through Thursday morning, but the 
amount and type of precipitation re-
mains uncertain. Yesterday’s model 

runs indicated a track along the 
south coast and Cape Cod. Storms 
following that track this time of year 
usually bring rain to areas south of 
the Mass Pike and a mix or snow 
to areas north of the Pike. Here in 
Cambridge, precipitation will start 
of as rain Wednesday evening before 
changing to snow Thursday morning 
and ending by Thursday afternoon. 
The amount of snow we receive will 
depend on how early the transition 
occurs; it is too early to have confi-
dence in an accumulation predic-
tion. Hopefully it will be the last 
snow we see!

Rollercoaster weather this 
week

Study: Women who can do math 
still don’t get hired

Obama’s new approach 
takes a humorous turn

Extended Forecast
today: Mostly sunny. High 52°F (11°C). West winds at 10-12 mph.
tonight: Mostly cloudy. Low 35°F (2°C). West winds at 8-12 mph.
tomorrow: Rain/snow. High 44°F (7°C). Low 25°F (-4°C). East winds at 

5-10 mph shifting to North/Northeast winds at 15-20 mph. 
thursday: AM snow. High 25°F (-4°C). Low 15°F (-9°C). North/North-

west winds at 15- 20 mph.
Friday: Sunny. High 37°F (3°C). Low 30°F (-1°C). Southwest winds at 

5-10 mph.
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By Jenna Wortham and Nicole 
Perlroth

The New York Times 

AUSTIN, Texas — Edward J. 
Snowden wants the technology 
industry to get serious about pro-
tecting the privacy of its users and 
customers.

“When we think about what is 
happening at the NSA for the last 
decade, the result has been an ad-
versarial Internet,” Snowden told a 
crowd of developers and entrepre-
neurs at the South by Southwest 
conference Monday, speaking by 
videoconference.

“They are setting fire to the fu-
ture of the Internet,” he added. “You 
guys are all the firefighters. We need 
you to help us fix this.”

Snowden, the former National 
Security Agency contractor who 
leaked classified documents that 
revealed a vast network of govern-
ment surveillance, told the audi-
ence that they “can enforce our 

rights for technical standards.”
Snowden said he chose the con-

ference, known as SXSW, to speak 
directly to people with the skills 
to make mass surveillance signifi-
cantly more expensive for govern-
ment agencies — if not impossible. 
For the past decade, Snowden said, 
the NSA had been given free rein to 
make the Internet less secure by en-
gaging in large-scale sweeps of data.

Snowden fled the United States 
last summer and is living at an un-
disclosed location in Russia, where 
he has been granted temporary asy-
lum. He faces charges in the United 
States of violating the Espionage 
Act.

Snowden appeared remotely at 
the conference with Christopher 
Soghoian, the principal technolo-
gist of the American Civil Liberties 
Union, and Ben Wizner, director 
of the ACLU’s Speech, Privacy and 
Technology Project and Snowden’s 
legal adviser, both of whom were on 
site in Austin. The event was a rare 

live interview for Snowden, con-
ducted by Wizner.

Using technology to mask 
his whereabouts, Snowden ap-
peared through a Google Plus 
videoconference.

Appearing before a green screen 
that had been programmed to dis-
play the U.S. Constitution, Snowden 
addressed a rapt audience that of-
ten broke into applause and cheers. 
Hundreds packed into an exhibition 
hall to hear him speak and those 
who could not find seats stood 
along the wall or sat on the floor.

Leading up to the event, Rep. 
Mike Pompeo, R-Kan., wrote a letter 
to SXSW organizers calling for them 
to cancel the event altogether.

Snowden said he had no regrets 
about his actions, even though 
he now faces prosecution and is 
thought by many to be a traitor, or 
worse.

“I took an oath to support and 
defend the Constitution and it was 
violated on a massive scale,” he said.

One author of a stem cell study 
calls for its retraction

TOKYO — One of the authors of a study that was claimed to have 
discovered a simple way to make stem cells said Monday that he was 
no longer sure of his team’s conclusions, and he called for the study 
to be retracted.

The study, laid out in two papers published by Nature in January 
surprised scientists around the world by finding that a simple acid 
bath might turn cells in the body into multipurpose stem cells. The 
new technique could be a quicker and easier source of stem cells 
than methods now in use, the authors said.

But Monday, Teruhiko Wakayama, a professor of developmental 
engineering at the University of Yamanashi and one of the study’s co-
authors, told NHK, Japan’s public broadcaster, that a series of con-
cerns raised in recent weeks by researchers around the world had 
shaken his belief in the study’s findings.

“There are too many overall issues that I am not sure about. I am 
increasingly uncertain,” Wakayama told NHK.

The new technique was developed by researchers at the Riken 
Center for Developmental Biology in Kobe, Japan, and at Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School in Boston. Ha-
ruko Obokata, the 30-year-old lead writer of the study’s two papers 
and a rising star in Japan’s scientific community, has become an 
overnight celebrity here and a symbol of the rising stature of female 
scientists.

Still, some experts quickly expressed caution, saying more needed 
to be known about the new approach. 

Caution turned to skepticism as researchers reported trouble in 
replicating the study’s results. 

Some of the photos used in the study were then called into ques-
tion, as was wording that was found to be similar to that in an article 
published by different researchers almost a decade ago. 

Those questions prompted both Riken and Nature to begin sepa-
rate investigations into the study’s integrity last month.

Wakayama said that the numerous questions raised left the au-
thors with little choice but to retract the paper.

—hiroko Tabuchi, The New York Times

Adam Lanza’s father says ‘you 
can’t get any more evil’

Peter Lanza had not seen his son Adam for two years before the 
day Adam walked into Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, 
Conn., and killed 20 schoolchildren and six adults. 

Since that morning, Lanza cannot go an hour without thinking 
about his child. And now, he says, he wishes his son had never been 
born.

“You can’t get any more evil,” he said in his first public comments 
since the shooting. “How much do I beat up on myself about the fact 
that he’s my son? A lot.”

In a series of emotionally wrenching interviews with the writer 
Andrew Solomon, Lanza detailed his son’s medical history and in-
creasing isolation, his ex-wife’s struggle to deal with their troubled 
child, and his own role as the father of the person who committed 
one of the worst mass shootings in the nation’s history.

Solomon, the author of the book “Far From the Tree: Parents, 
Children and the Search for Identity,” recounts the interviews in an 
article in this week’s issue of The New Yorker magazine.

Adam Lanza, 20, shot his mother, Nancy, before going on his 
shooting rampage at Sandy Hook on Dec. 14, 2012, and then shot 
himself just as the police were arriving at the elementary school.

Peter Lanza’s account confirms the basic portrait that emerged 
from the investigation, and adds new details as well as a deeper un-
derstanding of how he and Adam’s mother struggled to understand 
and care for their son. Lanza described Adam’s behavior as a child as 
“weird” but never dangerous. He said that the first official diagnosis 
they received concerning Adam’s mental health came when he was 
13.

The diagnosis was Asperger’s syndrome, a category that the Amer-
ican Psychiatric Association has since subsumed into the broader di-
agnosis of an autism spectrum disorder. Adam refused to accept that 
he had the disorder. 

Peter Lanza said that the diagnosis might have kept them from re-
alizing the danger their son posed.

—marc santora, The New York Times 

Report cites ‘devastating toll’ on 
health of Syria’s children

The Syrian civil war’s effect on the health of Syria’s children is far 
more insidious than has been widely understood, a leading children’s 
advocacy group reported Sunday, with large numbers dying or at risk 
from chronic and preventable diseases that have flourished because 
the country’s public health system has basically collapsed.

In a report timed to coincide with the beginning of the fourth year 
of the conflict, the group, Save the Children, said the effects of un-
treated illnesses on Syrian children were only partly reflected in the 
documented statistics.

They show that at least 1.2 million children have fled to neighbor-
ing countries, that 4.3 million in Syria need humanitarian assistance 
and that more than 10,000 have died in the violence.

“It is not just the bullets and the shells that are killing and maim-
ing children,” said the report, “A Devastating Toll.” The conflict, which 
began in March 2011, has left a “shattered health system resulting in 
brutal medical practices that have left millions of children suffering,” 
the report said.

The report asserted that “several thousands of children” had died 
because of greatly reduced access to treatment for diseases including 
cancer, epilepsy, asthma, diabetes, hypertension, and kidney failure. 
The report is based partly on conclusions drawn from data that has 
been issued by other organizations, including the United Nations 
and the World Health Organization, the European Center for Disease 
Prevention and Control, Doctors Without Borders, and other medical 
research, as well as from the Syrian government.

But the report also draws on Save the Children’s own research, 
including interviews with Syrian children, parents and medical pro-
viders who painted what amounted to a portrait of medieval health 
conditions.

—rick Gladstone, The New York Times 

By Michael R. Gordon and 
Steven Lee Myers

The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — The Obama 
administration’s effort to solicit 
Russia’s help to defuse the crisis 
in Ukraine appeared to hit a dead 
end on Monday when Secretary 
of State John Kerry delayed an an-
ticipated trip to Russia and the two 
sides issued dueling accounts of 
their recent diplomacy.

Apparently in an effort to por-
tray the United States as the in-
transigent party, the Kremlin took 
the unusual step of televising a 
brief exchange between President 
Vladimir V. Putin and the Russian 
foreign minister, Sergei V. Lavrov, 
in which they complained that 
Kerry had spurned an invitation to 
come to Russia for consultations.

The State Department respond-
ed by rushing out a statement say-
ing that it was the Russians who 
were not prepared to engage in 
discussions on the United States’ 
proposals, especially the idea that 
they meet with officials from the 
new Ukrainian government.

“We are still awaiting a Russian 
response to the concrete questions 
that Secretary Kerry sent Foreign 
Minister Lavrov on Saturday in 
this regard,” Jen Psaki, the State 
Department spokeswoman, said 
in a statement.

The administration’s efforts to 
enlist Russia’s support involved 
several phone calls by President 
Barack Obama to Putin. But it 
moved into high gear last week 
when Kerry went to Europe and 
met with Western foreign minis-
ters, Ukrainian officials and Lav-
rov, twice.

The basic Western strategy was 
to form a “contact group” that 
would include the United States, 
European nations, Russia, Ukraine 
and international organizations. 
That would be a way, U.S. officials 
calculated, to hammer out a com-
mon strategy on Ukraine and to 
bring Russian and Ukrainian offi-
cials together for their first face-to-
face meeting on the crisis.

But Russia has not accepted the 
legitimacy of the new Ukrainian 
government.

On Thursday, Obama told Pu-

tin that Kerry was prepared to hold 
further talks with Lavrov on how a 
contact group might work, accord-
ing to a senior administration of-
ficial who declined to be identified 
because the official was discussing 
diplomatic exchanges. 

On Friday, Kerry presented 
the Russian foreign minister with 
a one-page paper that outlined 
American and European ideas for 
solving the crisis, a paper that Lav-
rov could present to the Russian 
president.

That same day, Lavrov invited 
Kerry to Sochi, Russia, where he 
could see Putin, who was there 
for the Paralympic Games. Kerry 
indicated that he would consider 
the idea.

Even as the invitation was 
made, however, U.S. officials be-
came concerned that Russia was 
doubling down in Crimea. En-
couraged by Russia, the local Par-
liament was pushing for secession, 
a move endorsed by Russian law-
makers. To U.S. officials, the hope 
for a diplomatic breakthrough ap-
peared to be undercut by Russian 
actions on the ground.

Snowden tries to rally tech 
conference to buttress privacy shields

Speculation widens over missing 
jet’s fate as search area expands

U.S. and Russia hit roadblock 
trying to start Crimea talks

By Matthew L. Wald
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — Watching 
a seat-back display with a plane-
shaped icon gliding across the 
map, it is easy to forget that in true 
scale, the airplane is very small and 
the route very large. As the hours 
and days drag by with no trace of 
the Malaysia Airlines flight that dis-
appeared over the Gulf of Thailand 
early Saturday, the world is getting 
a reminder that if something goes 
wrong on a jet five miles up in the 
sky, traveling at 10 miles a minute, 
it can cover a lot of ground — or 
water — before it comes down to 
earth.

There is only speculation about 
what happened to the missing 
flight. But Arnie Reiner, a retired 
captain with US Airways and for-
mer chief accident investigator 
at Pan Am, noted, “If they some-
how got turned around or went off 
course when the thing was going 
down, it could be 90 or 100 miles 

away from where the flight data 
disappeared.”

It is not yet known whether the 
Malaysian plane deviated from its 
flight path, or how long the pilots 
could still fly the aircraft after the 
last reported contact. Assuming the 
plane remained in powered flight 
or a controlled glide, the potential 
search area would cover thousands 
of square miles. After more than 
two days of fruitless search, Malay-
sian officials expanded the search 
area Monday.

The rule of thumb for a crew 
planning a normal descent to an 
airport is to allow three miles of 
distance for every thousand feet 
of altitude. A jetliner at 30,000 feet 
that cut its engines to idle would fly 
about 90 miles before reaching a 
runway near sea level. Another rule 
of thumb for pilots may shed light 
on why no distress signal was heard 
from the Malaysia Airlines flight. 
Pilots have a mantra for setting 
priorities in an emergency: Aviate, 
navigate, communicate. The first 

priority is to fly the airplane. Telling 
air traffic controllers on the ground 
what is going on comes third, since 
doing so is unlikely to instantly 
yield any help with the crisis in the 
cockpit, whatever it is.

Although officials have not 
ruled out terrorism in the Malaysia 
Airlines case, no evidence of foul 
play has come to light. No group 
has claimed responsibility for 
downing the plane, though Reiner 
said about the 747 that exploded 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, in 1988, 
“when Gadhafi’s guys blew up Pan 
Am 103, they weren’t talking about 
it.”

The mystery will probably not 
be solved until the wreckage, and 
especially the black boxes, are 
recovered. The wreckage alone 
could yield important clues, in-
cluding whether the plane broke 
up in flight, suffered an explosion 
or had a mechanical failure. In 
most crashes, definitive findings 
on these questions take months or 
even years to establish.
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On student leadership
Which qualities should we look for in our undergraduate 
representatives?

By Haldun Anil and Yasmin Inam

MIT students often complain about 
the administration, a lack of student in-
put, and inadequate representation. We 
often forget, however, that our decisions 
can directly impact these outcomes. The 
upcoming Undergraduate Association 
presidential elections remain the best way 
that we, the undergraduates, can voice our 
opinion.

To generate conversation on this topic, 
which we feel is extremely relevant to stu-
dent life at MIT, we want to contribute our 
thoughts on what we believe will make 
good leaders. In evaluating UA leader-
ship, we have found that the challenges the 
UA president and vice president (P/VP) 
will face and their individual qualities are 
the biggest indicators of their leadership 
success.

The UA P/VP must focus on big-
picture issues and delegate tasks

Setting an agenda and creating a vision 
for their administration must be the main 
priorities of the UA P/VP. They themselves 
do not implement the majority of their ini-
tiatives. Rather, they facilitate and support 
other individuals and groups in following 
through on the more tangible tasks. The 
UA P/VP should also be prepared to admit 
when they are unable to resolve a prob-
lem themselves and be humble enough 
to reach out for help from others. For ex-
ample, the UA P/VP may set the creation of 
a community garden as a goal, but it is up 
to the UA Sustainability committee to ac-
tually plan, organize, and implement the 
specifics of the initiative. The P/VP should 
be well-equipped to work with stakehold-
ers to clear roadblocks, effectively com-
municate actionable goals, and enable the 
execution of these tasks.

Compromise is not a sign of 
weakness

We believe the ability and humility 
necessary for compromise is a reality and 
prerequisite for leadership. While advo-
cacy is indispensable to the success of the 
UA P/VP ticket, there is a fine line between 

acting on passion and acting on impulse. 
The difference between these is defined 
by long-term vs. short-term thinking, 
respectively. While certain actions may 
lead to immediately beneficial results in 
the short-term, leaders must also be con-
cerned with the ultimate consequences of 
their actions and what these will mean for 
their lasting impact on campus long after 
they are gone.

The UA P/VP should be 
representative of the MIt 
undergraduate population

An important question we should all 
ask ourselves when voting is: “If we could 
sum up all of MIT’s undergraduate cul-
ture in two people, who would they be?” 
While it is essentially impossible for any 
two individuals to claim to represent all 
of the undergrads, we should be confident 
that these people will do their very best to 
do so. Remember that this ticket will be 
considered “the undergraduate opinion” 
when meeting with President Reif, Chan-
cellor Barnhart, and the various deans.

The UA must work together with 
other student leaders

An important feature of the UA is that it 
brings together various parties, such as the 
Dormitory Council, FSILG Councils, and 
Institute Committees. In many cases, these 
groups are accountable for dealing with 
matters of primary concern to their specif-
ic communities. It is often the UA’s respon-
sibility to bring leaders of these groups 
together to address matters of common 
concern. For example, even though each 
council has its own specific issues related 
to residential life, all of them can come to-
gether through the UA to address these is-
sues in an open and unified platform. This 
has proven to not only be effective in en-
abling the success of these groups, but has 
also better emphasized consistency in re-
laying student input to the administration.

The UA Presidency is a full-time 
job

A common theme across previous UA 
administrations has been an immense 

time commitment. The ticket must be pre-
pared to spend a considerable amount of 
time working with administrators, student 
leaders, and stakeholders within MIT com-
munity. Be it at the UA Office or answer-
ing emails online, the UA P/VP must be 
attentive 24/7. Because the job calls for fo-
cus and dedication, candidates with other 
large non-academic commitments should 
be prepared and will be expected to reas-
sess their priorities. One measure of ef-
fectiveness is how often they are available 
in the UA office, instead of having to be 
tracked down.

Poise, approachability, and 
respectability are important 
criteria in this selection

How an opinion is presented can make 
all the difference. If someone approaches 
you and demands your respect, would 
you give it to them? What about if some-
one shows you through their actions that 
they deserve it? If we want to be treated as 
adults by administrators, we must make 
the effort to demonstrate that we can be-
have as such. This attitude also ties into ap-
proachability; someone who understands 
and believes that effort goes a long way 
in building relationships is also likely to 
succeed in these relationships. If we were 
to walk into the UA office and express an 
opinion about a certain issue, we would 
want to feel empowered to speak to our 
representatives and not be dismissed.

We hope that you will keep the quali-
ties mentioned above in your minds as 
you consider the different candidates. This 
article is expressly intended to spark con-
structive debate among students, so that 
we may decide for ourselves who we be-
lieve will best represent undergraduates. 
We want to clarify that highlighting certain 
qualities in this article does not mean that 
these qualities have not been demonstrat-
ed in the past. We encourage every under-
grad to recognize the impact of his or her 
opinion and vote.

haldun anil is the President of the in-
terfraternity council. yasmin inam is the 
President of the Panhellenic association. 
Both are members of the class of 2015.
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Sudoku II
Solution, page 11

7 4 2
4 2 3 7
8 2 9 4 5

5
6 2 7 1

4
2 6 3 1 5

3 1 7 2
7 8 3

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Techdoku
Solution, page 11

60× 1−

18+ 1−

9+ 11+ 3÷ 2×

3×

1− 8× 5 6

360×

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains exactly 
one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Sudoku I
Solution, page 11

1 9
3 4 1 7

5 7 8 2 6
5 7 8

1 5
7 4 6
9 6 2 4 1
2 6 8 7

5 9
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Somewhere on the Search for Meaning by Letita Li

by Jorge Cham

Saturday Stumper  
by Lars G. Doubleday Solution, page 11

ACROSS
1 Big name in rings, a while back
9 Big do
15 Powdered Halloween handout
16 River that named a world capital
17 It hasn’t been organized
18 Indic language
19 Withhold
20 Chain component
22 Kildare portrayer once married to 

Ginger Rogers
23 Straightens, in a way
25 Contents of some shells
26 Vet’s prescription, perhaps
29 Carnival strains
31 Fox’s onetime Survivor competitor
32 Shooter’s equipment
33 Get around
35 Sight from the end of the Oregon 

Trail
38 Billet-doux addressee
39 They increase by degrees
40 AP Entertainer of the Year for 2012
41 City northeast of Milan
43 Horse __
44 First TV series in Dolby Surround 

sound (1986)
45 Noted
47 Master
49 TV grid rows
50 Yoplait brand for kids
54 Frozen, maybe

56 Flush
58 Highly unlikely to flinch
59 In the past only
60 Least square
61 Rafter connectors

DOWn
1 Listening device
2 Opportune
3 Field workers
4 TR’s birthplace
5 Ltrs. to the editor
6 View introducer
7 Trade-show setup
8 Record label since the ‘90s
9 Circulation aid
10 “Whatever”
11 Pick out
12 Backtracks, say
13 It may involve a triángulo amoroso
14 Green room VIPs
21 Formally approves
23 Relative in DuckTales
24 Focus of a Bern museum
26 Essentially none
27 Reinforcements
28 Many a browser
30 Tyrant’s father, per Sophocles
31 Erstwhile Ambassadors Club 

operator
32 Collagen container
34 Long introduction

36 Shortened address
37 Engaged and then some
42 They may be rubbed out
43 Lower, for now
44 Two of the 12 moonwalkers
46 Troubadour coda
48 Vietnam War trilogy playwright

50 Make the right pitch
51 Woodstock instrumental
52 Particular
53 Millennials’ preceders
55 Environmental Defense Fund’s 

initial target
57 Possible charcoal source

[3291] 
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By Chennah Heroor
ARTS EDITOR

I loathe Shakespeare. Shakespeare’s 
plays are generally over-performed, and 
I’ve seen far too many productions where 
actors speak Shakespeare’s archaic words 
in strange phrasings, making the plays in-
accessible. Additionally, the plays gener-
ally lack interesting female characters and 
are often misogynistic. To say the least, 
I expected to be bored by A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.

But I was wrong. ArtsEmerson’s staging 
of A Midsummer Night’s Dream is hands 
down one of the best plays I have ever 
seen.

The comedic tale focuses on the mis-
matched love quadrilateral between four 
youths, Athens, Hermia, Helena, Lysander, 
and Demetrius. While Hermia and Ly-
sander love each other, Hermia’s father 
wants her to marry Demetrius. However, 
Helena loves Demetrius, who does not re-
ciprocate her affections. Meanwhile, Ober-
on, the King of the Fairies, is estranged 
from Titania, Queen of the Fairies, because 
she will not give him her Indian change-
ling. Oberon sends his jester, Robin Good-
fellow/Puck, to punish Titania by making 

her fall in love with a donkey, and fix the 
love problems of the Athenian youth.

But the simple Puck confuses Lysander 
and Demetrius, causing both to fall in love 
with Helena and hilariously inverting the 
original problem.

The play innovatively uses puppets to 
dramatize the supernatural aspects of the 
play. Both Titania and Oberon are por-
trayed by actors using large, wooden heads 
held high, while Oberon also has a large 
mechanical hand. Puck’s part was spoken 
by three actors, and his puppet was built 
out of a hodgepodge of gardening imple-
ments, including a basket and rake.

At first, I was disconcerted by the 
strange amalgamation of implements used 
to create Puck, but as the play progressed, 
I appreciated the unique choreography 
of his movements. The puppets used to 
portray Oberon and Titania added to the 
detached regality of their characters. It 
seemed apt for the King and Queen of the 
Fairies to be hard-faced creatures with 
concerns far above those of the common 
people.

Of course, I should not have been sur-
prised by the use of puppets. A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream was produced by a 
collaboration of Bristol Old Vic and the 

Handspring Puppet Company. Their most 
recent collaboration was War Horse, which 
went on to win the Tony Award for Best 
Play and inspired the Oscar-nominated 
film of the same name. While War Horse 
featured many more puppets, A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream strategically deployed 
the puppets in roles where they would 
have the most interesting effect.

The choreography of the play adds an-
other dimension to the story. As Titania 
and Oberon argue about the fate of the In-
dian changeling, other actors portray rays 
emanating from Titania’s brow. By turns, 
the rays telegraph Titania’s anger, pride, 
and power. Instead of listening intently 
to their complicated dialogue, I could let 
rays’ beautiful movements wash over me 
and reveal the essential emotions of their 
words.

Of course, A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
is also a very funny play. While the in-
tricate monologues include many witty 
phrases, the cast incorporates many hi-
larious sight gags. The most notable was 
a character’s transformation into a don-
key, where he was played by a literal, well, 
ass. The staging of the play was absolutely 
amazing, as the cast brought in enough 
slapstick comedy to have me laughing al-

most continually.
A Midsummer Night’s Dream is truly a 

fantastic play. Shakespeare’s antiquated 
words are not modified, for the benefit 
of Shakespeare purists, but the inspired 
choreography of the play makes it much 
funnier and accessible to all. If you want 
to laugh at the absurdity of life, I strongly 
recommend you see this production.

HHHHH

A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream
Directed by tom Morris

Performed by Bristol 
Old Vic in association 
with Handspring Puppet 
Company

Emerson/Cutler Majestic 
theatre

March 6 – 15

SIMON ANNAND

Kyle Lima, Naomi Cranston, Alex Felton, and Akiya Henry in ArtsEmerson’s production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream

THEATER REVIEW

Shakespeare, updated
ArtsEmerson hosts a hilarious, beautifully choreographed staging of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream

CAMPUS ARTS

Henry Jenkins returns
Former director of MIT’s CMS Department discusses culture at MIT and in the media

By Karleigh Moore
ASSOCIATE ARTS EDITOR

Around the world Henry Jenkins is 
known as a prolific force in media stud-
ies and as a champion of fandom and fan 
culture. He has written thirteen books — 
canonical texts for media scholars — in-
cluding Textual Poachers and Convergence 
Culture. At the Institute, Jenkins is known 
for establishing and directing the Compara-
tive Media Studies program and for his time 
as a Senior House housemaster. Jenkins left 
MIT in 2009 to become the Provost’s Pro-
fessor of Communication, Journalism, and 
Cinematic Arts at the University of Southern 
California.

Jenkins returned to MIT’s campus last 
Thursday evening to give a talk hosted by the 
MIT Communications Forum. Students and 
faculty alike gathered at the event. Professor 
Jenkins spoke of the two things he missed 
most about MIT: CMS and Senior House.

At first glance, it may be hard to see the 
connection, but Jenkins explained what 
they held in common for him. Jenkins is 
a self-proclaimed (and well-recognized) 
scholar of popular culture, a designation 

confirmed by his written work. Jenkins 
claimed that both CMS and Senior House 
were places of expression and exploration of 
culture. Culture is as evident in the research 
and theses produced by CMS students as it 
is on the painted walls and crowds at Senior 
House’s Steer Roast.

In both spaces, it seemed like Jenkins 
had to fight for recognition of the applied 
humanism of CMS and the autonomy and 
self-expression of Senior House. While Jen-
kins probably can’t claim a single-handed 
victory, Senior House still stands and stu-
dents graduate with degrees in Comparative 
Media Studies each year.

As expected, Jenkins made several com-
ments on fandom, including thoughts on 
derivative work, successes of fandom, and 
challenges that fandom will face in the fu-
ture. Professor Jenkins addressed criticism 
of fans’ use of existing elements of pop cul-
ture to create new stories and media, such 
as fan fiction, fan art and other fan deriva-
tives. He claimed that every element in our 
culture — every story and piece of art — is 
influenced by what is already here. He lik-
ened the situation to Renaissance painters, 
asserting that their many works depicting 

the Madonna and child were derivatives of 
the Bible.

Professor Jenkins lauded the progres-
sive effects of fandom on issues such as 
gender and sexuality, but claimed fandom 
has more work to do regarding issues of 
race, stating that fandom is largely a “white 
space.” Jenkins pointed out that shows such 
as “Sleepy Hollow” are doing a good job 
of promoting discussion of race issues in 
fandom.

In accordance with the structure of MIT 
Communications Forum talks, Jenkins 
spent a large portion of the event taking 
questions from the audience. Professor Jen-
kins considered questions from professors 
and students regarding the nature of the 
CMS program, comparing USC and MIT, 
and the role of money and labor in media. 
Jenkins claimed that the goal of the CMS 
program was to prepare graduates for jobs 
in both academia and in industry, invoking 
the term “applied humanism” to describe 
this balance.

Jenkins praised MIT’s meritocracy and 
expressed distress with USC’s struggles with 
providing a diverse student body, particu-
larly in a place as diverse as Los Angeles. 

Both schools however, according to Jenkins, 
have excellent graduate programs in media 
studies.

Jenkins suggested that he did not have 
a satisfying answer yet to big questions of 
money and labor in media but suggested 
that the addition of commodity culture 
practices changes how we feel about the 
commodity, in this case the media. For ex-
ample, would our perception change if we 
discovered our favorite popular YouTuber 
was being paid to create engaging vlogs?

The evening ended much too quickly (for 
my liking at least). It was certainly a pleasure 
to hear Henry Jenkins speak at MIT, and 
the MIT community would definitely ben-
efit from having Professor Jenkins visit more 
often.

Henry Jenkins 
returns
Mar. 6, 2014

MIt Communications 
Forum
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MOVIE REVIEW

Bethlehem explores the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict
Film fails to provide context for complicated struggle

By Aleksandra stankovic

Bethlehem follows 17-year old 
Palestinian Sanfur (Shadi Mar’i), 
the brother of a leader of the al-
Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades, and Razi 
(Tsahi Halevi), the Israeli Shin Bet 
(secret service) officer who has re-
cruited Sanfur as an informant. Set 
in Israel and the West Bank around 
2004 near the end of the Second 
Intifada, the film explores the re-
gion’s broader conflict by exam-

ining the social connections sur-
rounding the central characters.

The film was the debut directo-
rial effort of Yuval Adler, an Israeli 
who co-wrote the film with the 
Palestinian journalist Ali Waked, 
and was Israel’s submission to the 
Best Foreign Language Film com-
petition at this year’s Academy 
Awards.

The movie’s earnestness to ad-
dress the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict gets the better of its narrative 

ambitions; its desire to portray the 
complexities of each side’s inter-
nal struggles overtakes the film’s 
narrative of the central characters’ 
complicated relationships. While 
we are told that Sanfur and Razi 
share a bond like father and son, 
the movie gives us little grounding 
for that claim, save a few lines of 
dialogue. It is therefore difficult to 
understand why either one would 
take the sorts of risks he does for 
the other.

This is largely because their sto-
ry exists solely to propel the film’s 
meditation on violence, mistrust, 
and betrayals between and within 
these two communities. Bethle-
hem asks the viewer to at once care 
about the small, intimate story of 
a handful of characters, while ex-
pending the majority of its runtime 
on scenes removed from the cen-
tral narrative.

The opening scene conveys the 
resignation to violence of Sanfur 
and his friends, as the boys’ game 
of bravado takes a dangerous turn 
when one challenges another to 
take a gunshot to the chest while 
wearing an old bulletproof vest 
they have found, as if the young 
characters seek empowerment 
through their own self-destruc-
tion. This beginning sets the tone 
for the whole film, with many of 
its scenes ending abruptly, often in 
violence which erupts seemingly 
out of nowhere. Or rather, out of 
a poorly established context, mak-
ing the movie seem confusing and 
disjoint.

The focus of the film, then, is 
ultimately not on individual char-
acters, but on groups and how they 
come together in conflict. No one 
comes out of this movie well — the 
Palestinian characters, who seem-

ingly receive a harsher portrayal 
within the film, are shown fight-
ing and bickering, while the film’s 
Israelis lie to and mistrust one 
another.

It isn’t that Bethlehem is a bad 
movie (it’s not). There are some 
technical strong points to the film 
in its pacing, cinematography, 
and the raw performances of its 
three leads. Mar’i, Halevim, and 
Omari, all non-professionals who 
have never previously appeared 
in a film, lend power and credibil-
ity to their portrayals. It’s just that 
the movie never rises above the 
weight of its subject matter to de-
liver on the promise of its gripping 
premise.

The film deserves to be seen, 
bringing important attention to 
a long-standing conflict. And 
though it sometimes fails to give 
its rich subject matter the nuanced 
and thoughtful consideration it 
deserves, perhaps it will inspire 
its viewers to seek out the context 
themselves.

HHH✩✩

Bethlehem
Directed by Yuval 
Adler

starring shadi Mar’i, 
tsahi Halevi, and 
Hitham Omari

Language: Arabic and 
Hebrew

Their story exists 
only to propel the 
film’s meditation 
on violence and 
betrayal.

Courtesy of adopt films

tsahi Halevi as razi, Efrat shnap as Maya, and Yossi Eini as Levy in the Israeli drama Bethlehem. 

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Some ’tings nice, some not so much
Some ’Ting Nice Caribbean Restaurant is hit-or-miss

By Daniel Kolodrubetz
staff Writer

Caribbean food, with its warmth and tra-
ditional spices, seems like the perfect way 
to escape this never-ending Boston winter, 
at least for an hour or two. Some ‘Ting Nice, 
located in a run-down building right on 
McGrath Highway in Somerville, attempts 
to provide some respite, but fails to fully 
deliver on that promise. While their menu 
has a wide variety of Caribbean options, the 
dishes themselves were uneven and left me 
wishing this restaurant could live up to its 
potential.

Walking in, I was pleasantly surprised 
by how large and welcoming the restaurant 
was. Going on a weeknight meant that it 
was also very empty, and the staff actually 
seemed a bit surprised to see any custom-
ers. All in all, the atmosphere was very quiet, 
though I thoroughly enjoyed the Bob Marley 
and hip-hop mixtape that they were playing 
in the background. This may change during 
busier times, but certainly this is not the des-
tination if you are looking for excitement on 
a Wednesday evening.

My waiter was extremely friendly and at-
tentive, and she even provided complimen-
tary soup. But she struggled with some basic 
menu questions. There were also a couple of 
menu items that were unavailable, though I 
was not informed of this until after ordering 

them and eagerly waiting for my food. Cer-
tainly if the full menu had been available, 
this review would have featured a lot more 
oxtail.

The free soup was an excellent start to the 
meal, as it was full of seasonings, veggies, 
and dumplings. After thoroughly enjoy-
ing that bit of hospitality, I started my tour 
of their menu with a fried dough appetizer, 
pholourie (the “p” and the “h” are both pro-
nounced). These little balls of pea-based 
dough contained almost no flavor to offset 
their gummy texture. The zesty tamarind 
sauce that was served as a side was tasty, but 
it was simply not enough to offset the bland 
dough. Sadly, this would not be the last time 
I would encounter a bland dish during the 
night.

I decided to be adventurous when choos-
ing a main dish and went with the curried 
goat, which turned out to be the best de-
cision of the night. All too often, goat can 
come out very tough and nearly inedible. 
The chef here, however, managed to keep 
the goat tender using a delicious curry sauce 
that was full of spice without being over-
powering. This sauce also complemented 
the bammy, one of the side dishes offered 
with the entrees. This flatbread made from 
cassava had a solid structure without being 
too dry. It was the perfect vehicle to mop up 
every last bit of the curry sauce that I could 
manage.

After the goat, I decided to go the more 
traditional route and ordered the jerk chick-
en. While I made sure my water glass was 
full in anticipation of the spicy chicken dish, 
what arrived at the table was chicken covered 
in an unexpectedly sweet sauce. Their ver-
sion of this classic Jamaican dish was more 
reminiscent of teriyaki than the spicy rubbed 
chicken I had seen before. Ultimately, this 
sweetness did not complement the other Ca-
ribbean spices on my plate and made for a 
fairly disappointing serving of chicken.

Along with each main dish came two 
sides of my choosing; the only problem is 
that not all side dishes were created equal. 
As a charter member of the Eggplant Fan 
Club, I had to try the melongene chaka, 
which was billed as roasted eggplant. Un-
fortunately, I was served something with the 
texture of baby food and a flavor to match. 
This dish could have been a nice compan-
ion to a meat dish if it had a bit more kick 
to help bring out the normally fulfilling taste 
of the eggplant, but it fell far short of that 
goal. The macaroni pie, on the other hand, 
was a substantial cube of good quality mac 
and cheese, with an appropriate ratio of 
cheese and pasta that didn’t feel too heavy. 
Topping it off was a crunchy crust from the 
baking process, which enhanced the classic 
dish with an additional texture. To finish the 
experience, the very limited dessert menu 
probably won’t satisfy diners with a nagging 

sweet tooth.
It is possible to have an excellent meal at-

Some ’Ting Nice, by picking exactly the right 
dishes and hoping they’re actually available 
that night. However, with all of the misses 
on the menu, even among traditionally safe 
choices, eating here is a bit of a gamble. If 
you happen to be in the area and are looking 
to fill yourself up at a welcoming restaurant 
without breaking the bank (the main dishes 
average to $12), then you may want to make 
a quick stop here. Otherwise, I would not 
recommend making the effort to visit Some 
’Ting Nice just for the culinary experience.

HH✩✩✩

some ’ting Nice 
Caribbean restaurant
561 McGrath Highway, 
somerville

Monday – thursday: 11 a.m. 
– 8 p.m.

Friday – saturday: 11 a.m. – 
10 p.m.

sunday: Closed

from new_skills import *

def learnMarketableJobSkills():
    return linux, OSX, javascript, applescript, perl, python, PHP

if self.interest == True: 
    print "E-mail join@tech.mit.edu"

----:----F1 joinTechno.py       (Python)--L1--Top-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

File   Edit   Options   Buffers    Tools   Im-Python   Python   Help
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Seven transmembrane receptors (7TMRs), also 
known as G protein coupled receptors (GPCRs) represent by 
far the largest, most versatile, and most ubiquitous of the 
several families of plasma membrane receptors. They 
regulate virtually all known physiological processes in 
humans. As recently as 40 years ago, the very existence of 
cellular receptors for drugs and hormones was highly 
controversial, and there was essentially no direct means of 
studying these putative molecules. Today, the family of 
GPCRs is known to number approximately 1,000, and 
crystal structures have recently been solved of 
approximately a dozen members of the family. In my 
lecture, I will briefly review how the field evolved over 
the past 40 years, hanging some of the story on my own 
research throughout this period. Then I will discuss 
recent developments in the field, which are changing 
our concepts of how the receptors function and are 
regulated in fundamental ways. Finally, I will discuss 
the possibility of leveraging this new mechanistic and 
molecular information to develop new classes of 
therapeutic agents.

Reception to Follow. Open to undergraduates. 
Others welcome.

Robert J. Lefkowitz, MD is James B. Duke Professor of 
Medicine and Professor of Biochemistry at the Duke 
University Medical Center. He has been an 
Investigator of the Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
since 1976. His group spent 15 years developing 
techniques for radioligand binding, solubilization, 
purification, and reconstitution of the four adrenergic 
receptors known at the time. In 1986, Dr. Lefkowitz 
transformed the understanding of what had become 
known as G protein coupled receptors (GPCRs), when 
he and his colleagues cloned the gene and cDNA for 
the β2 adrenergic receptor, and recognized its 
sequence homology with rhodopsin, thus establishing 
them as the first members of a new family of proteins, 
the Seven Transmembrane Receptors (7TMRs). This 
superfamily is now known to be the largest, most 
diverse, and most therapeutically assessable. Since 
then, Dr. Lefkowitz has continued to revolutionize the 
GPCR field through the cloning of eight adrenergic 
receptor subtypes and the first serotonin (5HT1A) 
receptor; discovery and cloning of the G protein 
coupled receptor kinases (GRKs) and β-arrestins; and 
discovery of “biased” signaling through β-arrestins or 
G proteins. He has received numerous awards and 
honors, including the National Medal of Science, the 
Shaw Prize, the Albany Prize, and the 2012 Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry. He was elected to the USA 
National Academy of Sciences in 1988. 

Seven Transmembrane Receptors

  

Dr. Robert J. Lefkowitz

2014
Howard Hughes Medical Institute Lecture

Thursday 

Koch Auditorium
4–5 pm, 76-156

March 13th

Event sponsored by the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute

For  Undergraduates
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                                               “BUILT TO LAST: OPPORTUNITY, AND
                                                    THE ECONOMICS OF EMPOWERMENT”   

KRESGE AUDITORIUM, 3:30 PM

THE HONORABLE VALERIE JARRETT
SENIOR ADVISOR TO PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 2014

All members of the MIT community are invited.
                                                                                       Photo ID required for admission.

Solution to Sudoku II
from page 6

7 5 1 6 8 4 2 3 9
9 4 6 5 2 3 7 1 8
3 8 2 7 9 1 6 4 5
8 2 9 3 1 6 5 7 4
6 3 5 2 4 7 9 8 1
1 7 4 9 5 8 3 6 2
2 6 8 4 3 9 1 5 7
4 9 3 1 7 5 8 2 6
5 1 7 8 6 2 4 9 3

Solution to Crossword
from page 7

Solution to Sudoku I
from page 6

8 4 7 3 6 1 5 2 9
3 6 2 4 5 9 1 7 8
1 5 9 7 8 2 3 6 4
9 1 5 2 4 6 7 8 3
6 3 8 1 7 5 4 9 2
2 7 4 8 9 3 6 5 1
7 9 3 6 2 4 8 1 5
4 2 6 5 1 8 9 3 7
5 8 1 9 3 7 2 4 6

Solution to Techdoku
from page 6

6 5 1 2 4 3
1 6 2 3 5 4
4 3 5 6 2 1
5 4 6 1 3 2
3 2 4 5 1 6
2 1 3 4 6 5

Boston plans for increased security at Marathon
3,500 police officers to be deployed at April event expected to draw 1 million spectators

By Katharine Q. Seelye
The New York Times 

FRAMINGHAM, Mass. — Over 
the long, cold winter, Boston has 
been preparing a ceremony to 
honor those killed and injured in 
last year’s marathon and to stage a 
race that will be one of the biggest 
— and, they said Monday, the safest.

The 118th running of the Bos-
ton Marathon, scheduled for April 
21, has drawn a huge field of about 
36,000 runners, which is capacity 
for the course and 9,000 more than 
last year. The runners include thou-
sands who were forced to stop last 
year after the explosions and thou-
sands more who want to show their 
solidarity with Boston. (The record 
number was set in 1996 at the mara-
thon’s centennial celebration, when 
38,708 runners entered.)

At least 1 million spectators, 
twice the usual crowd, are expected 

to gather along the 26.2-mile course, 
many of them at the finish line on 
Boylston Street, where two bombs 
exploded, killing three people and 
injuring 260 others.

The security challenge is im-
mense, in part because the event is 
spread across eight cities and towns 
along a route lined by spectators on 
both sides.

More than 3,500 police officers, 
twice the number of last year’s, will 
be deployed, public safety officials 
said here Monday at a news confer-
ence outlining their security plans. 
Those plans include plainclothes of-
ficers, private security contractors, 
numerous security checkpoints 
with metal detectors, bomb-sniffing 
dogs and hundreds of surveillance 
cameras.

Spectators are being encour-
aged to carry their belongings in 
clear plastic bags to speed up se-
curity screening and not to carry 

backpacks or coolers, wear vests 
with pockets, or bring baby stroll-
ers. Fanny packs are allowed if they 
measure smaller than 5 inches by 15 
inches by 5 inches.

Officials said they had met with 
security personnel around the 
world in preparation for this year’s 
marathon, including several ses-
sions with the New York City Police 
Department and security officials in 
London.

“We have to get this right 110 
percent of the time; the bad guys 
only have to get lucky once,” said 
Kieran L. Ramsey, assistant special 
agent in charge of the FBI’s Boston 
office.

Despite the intense security up-
grades, officials said they did not 
want Boston to appear to be a police 
state and they were trying to retain 
the festive and traditional character 
of the event, the oldest continuously 
run marathon in the world.

“We are confident that the 
overall experience of runners and 
spectators will not be impacted 
and all will enjoy a fun, festive and 
family-oriented day,” said Kurt N. 
Schwartz, director of the Massa-
chusetts Emergency Management 
Agency.

The Boston Athletic Association 
had said that unregistered runners, 
known as “bandits,” who jump into 
the race along the route, would be 
banned this year. But Schwartz de-
murred when asked about a ban, 
saying instead that police would 
respond to them on a case-by-case 
basis.

The marathon is held on Patriots’ 
Day, which falls on the third Mon-
day in April and commemorates 
the Battles of Lexington and Con-
cord in 1775. It is celebrated in only 
a few states; in Massachusetts, it is 
a school holiday, which makes the 
marathon all the more festive.

“I want to encourage everyone 
to come out,” said Col. Timothy P. 
Alben, superintendent of the Mas-
sachusetts State Police. “This is the 
opportunity to show the resiliency 
of the American public, to celebrate 
Patriots’ Day, school vacation. 
We’ve got a Red Sox game at Fenway 
Park that day. I’d love to see people 
come out.”

On April 15, the date of last year’s 
Marathon, a procession of hundreds 
of people, including survivors of the 
explosions, families of the dead and 
emergency medical workers, will 
walk down Boylston Street and in 
front of the Boston Public Library to 
the finish line.

Wreaths will be laid at the sites 
of the two explosions. At 2:49, when 
the first bomb went off, churches 
throughout Boston will toll their 
bells, sounds that officials said 
would signal the region’s mourning 
and its renewal.

we’re seeking to 
build our forces

join@
tech.mit.edu
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MIT ISN - Army Labs
Student Summer Internship Program

 
 
Earn up to $2864/month this summer! 

Join the MIT ISN-ARMY Labs Summer Intern Research Program *  
 

Program Summary: MIT undergraduate students conduct scientific and 
engineering research at Army Science and Technology Centers under the direction of 
Army Scientists, from June to August.  The Army host and the student determine the 
exact starting and finishing dates. Most areas of science and engineering are of 
interest.  The Army Lab host determines the project content and subject matter.  
Projects can be basic or applied research, or both and do not need to be related to 
the ISN mission or to nanotechnology 

Professional Benefits 
    • Gain valuable research experience 
    • Build new professional relationships 
    • Access world-class research facilities 
    • Contribute to a team that is providing new, life-saving technologies 
 
If you would like to learn more about this program, please consider registering at the 

website: 
 

https://isn.mit.edu/internship/index.php 

If you have questions about this program or experience difficulty using the website, please 
contact Marlisha McDaniels, via email: mmcd@mit.edu or at the ISN Headquarters, NE47-
4thFl. 617.324.4700. 

 
 
The ISN The mission of the MIT Institute for Soldier Nanotechnologies is to help the Army 
dramatically enhance Soldier protection and survivability through basic research on nanotechnology 
and in collaboration with Army and industry partners to transition promising results of that basic 
research into practical capabilities.  
 
*The Army Lab provides the intern's salary, which typically ranges from $2280/month to 
$2864/month depending on class year. Under certain circumstances the ISN can provide the 
intern with a supplement of up to $1500 to defray costs of local accommodations and travel.  

Simmons Agency investigations have been written up in 
the Globe, Playboy, and the Boston Herald (Jessica Far-
gen, “MIT Kids Send Spies to Harvard”).

Bob Simmons, President 
(800) 237-8230 
simmons.agency@comcast.net

performing in this year’s Coach-
ella Festival.

This year’s budget for Spring-
Fest will be $130,000. These funds 
come directly from the student life 
fee paid by MIT undergraduates to 
the Student Activities Office.

As with last year, this year’s 
SpringFest will run throughout the 
weekend, featuring events orga-
nized by student groups, as well as 
the concert on Saturday. Groups 
to be represented at SpringFest 
include SaveTFP, G@MIT, and the 
Panhellenic Association. Students 
can expect a multitude of events, 
including an on-campus carnival, 
the Greek Olympics, and many 
more. During SpringFest 2014, G@
MIT will also be hosting Fierce 
Forever, billed as one of the larg-
est student-run drag shows in the 
world.

“Student groups asked us 
months ago whether or not this 
was still happening,” Yuschenkoff 
said in an interview with The Tech. 

So far, many of last year’s partici-
pants have agreed to run events 
during SpringFest 2014, accompa-
nied by many newcomers.

Since this is the second year in a 
row that SpringFest will be held as 
a weekend-long event, Osimiri and 
Yuschenkoff are confident that this 
year, the events will be better pub-
licized and run more smoothly.

Pre-sale tickets for the Spring-
Fest concert will be available to 
MIT students for $10 on March 
19. Tickets will go on general MIT 
sale on March 26 at $15 for MIT 
students and $20 for MIT affiliates. 
Tickets will be available to local 
college students for $20 on April 2.

SpringFest features 
two acts in concert
Decision took survey into account
Springfest, from Page 1

This year’s budget 
for SpringFest 
will be $130,000, 
coming from the 
student life fee paid 
by MIT students.
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arts.mit.edu/mcdermott

THE EUGENE McDERMOTT 
AWARD IN THE ARTS AT MIT
2014 RECIPIENT

ARTIST OLAFUR ELIASSON

The Council for the Arts at MIT presents

Free and open to the public, reservations required

PUBLIC LECTURE: Holding hands with the sun
THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 2014 | 5:00PM | 10-250

PANEL DISCUSSION: The Art and Science of Solar Lights
FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 2014 | 5:00PM | MIT MUSEUM

TATA SEMINAR: Solar Power: Turning Ideas into Action
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 2014 | 5:00PM | MIT TANG CENTER, ROOM 315

Friday, March 14, 2014
12:00p - 1:30p

MIT Bldg E51-345 | Tang Center 
2 Amherst Center, Cambridge  

Ukraine:
What’s Next?

Sponsored by the MIT Center for International Studies, 
MIT Security Studies Program and MISTI’s MIT Russia Program 

Starr Forums are free & open to the public 

Barry Posen, Director of the MIT Security Studies Program 
and Ford International Professor of Political Science

John Herbst, Director of the Center for Complex Operations at National 
Defense University and the former US ambassador to Ukraine
Eugene Fishel, Division Chief in the O�ce of Russian and Eurasian Analysis 
of the Bureau of Intelligence and Research at the Department of State
Oxana Shevel, Associate Professor of Political Science at Tufts University
Carol Saivetz, Research A�liate at MIT Security Studies Program

Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Do you like telling stories about 
your life?

Are you dying to share your latest 
discoveries?

Join Campus Life @ The Tech 
and share your stories with our 
15,000+ readers!
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MacVicar Day 2014
CREATING A NETWORK OF MENTORS  

                     A Roundtable

Friday, March 14, 2014, Bartos Theater, E15-070
 

Symposium: 2:00 – 4:00 PM
Reception: 4:00 – 5:00 PM

Sponsored by The MacVicar Faculty Fellows Program 
and the O�ce of Faculty Support

we’d love to delay some of the big-
ger employers in the area like MIT, 
like Harvard, is there anything you 
can do?’ That’s a consideration.”

Barnhart said MIT closes if 
the governor declares a state of 
emergency in Massachusetts or if 
public transit shuts down. But for 
most storms the decision is not so 
clear-cut. According to DiFava, de-
cisions have to be made on a case-
by-case basis.

Once DiFava makes a recom-
mendation, he discusses it with 
Marianna C. Pierce, the director 
of policy, compliance, and labor 
relations. DiFava then makes a 
phone call to Anthony P. Sharon, 
the deputy executive vice presi-
dent, and Kirk D. Kolenbrander, 
a vice president and secretary of 
the Corporation. Collectively, the 
three arrive at a decision.

“At the end of the day, my de-
cision is based on safety,” DiFava 
said.

Barnhart added: “Harvard and 
MIT follow the same procedure, 
and we check on each other as 
well.”

This year, MIT has never closed 
or opened late, but it has excused 
late employees.

“It falls on my ability to remove 
the snow, which is predicated on 
how many people I have coming 
in, and how our subcontractor is 
doing,” DiFava said. MIT’s long-
time contractor, Delesantro, pro-

vides MIT with 15 pieces of large-
scale equipment to aid in snow 
removal.

Norman Magnuson, the 
grounds services manager, said 
that Facilities has 40 to 45 staff 
members who handle snow and 
plowing during a snowstorm.

“Facilities tries to be at MIT just 
prior to the start of snow,” Magnu-
son said. “It takes six to eight hours 
to clear a bad storm after it stops 
snowing.”

Magnuson also said there was 
a nationwide shortage of salt and 
ice melt this winter. Despite this 
shortage, MIT has been able to 
keep up with this year’s snowfall. 
Boston has seen a total of 53.5 
inches of snow this winter so far, 
10 inches short of the 2012-2013 to-
tal of 63.4 inches, according to Na-
tional Weather Service statistics.

“We’ve got it down to a science. 
Between our Facilities people and 
our contractor, we do a good job. 
We’re able to get it cleaned up in 
a pretty quick order,” said DiFava.

Last winter, Massachusetts 
Governor Deval Patrick declared a 
state of emergency due to the Feb-
ruary 2013 nor’easter. MIT closed 
for that storm.

“[Governor Patrick] asked that 
employers consider the fact that it 
may be worth closing. And that’s 
kind of a message to me,” DiFava 
said. “But this year, it’s funny. 
Where snow fell and in terms of 
the time the storm started, we 
were in good shape.”

Top administration 
decides on closures
DiFava: Safety is most important
Snow, from Page 1

Tami ForresTer—The Tech

Participants at Colleges Against Cancer’s all-night Relay for Life event dance in the group Zumba 
exercise Saturday evening in Johnson Indoor Track. The goal of the fundraising event is to increase 
cancer awareness and raise funds for research, advocacy efforts, education,and patient service programs.
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EvEnts  Mar. 11 – Mar. 17 
tuEsday
(6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.) Inside Cambridge Biotechnology: Facing Up 

to Difficult Diseases — N51

(6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.) Exoplanets and the Real Search for Alien 
Life — Sidney-Pacific Mark MP Room

WEdnEsday
(5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.) MITEF Innovation Series Event: Beyond 

What’s Hot: Opportunities Away from the Herd — 32-123

(7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.) Medieval Keyboard Concert by David Cata-
lunya — Killian Hall

thursday
(3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.) Built to Last: Opportunity and the Econom-

ics of Empowerment talk by Obama Senior Advisor Valerie Jar-
rett — Kresge Auditorium

(5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.) Communicating Science: Lessons from a 
Climate Blogger — 4-370

Friday
(7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.) Beaver Ball: Celebrating 100 Years of the 

Mascot — 50-140

(7:00 p.m., 10:00 p.m.) LSC shows 12 Years a Slave — 26-100

(8:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.) Pi Day — Ashdown

saturday
(6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.) MIT Figure Skating Club’s Annual Skating 

Exhibition — Johnson Ice Arena

(8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.) MIT Symphony Orchestra concert, ex-
cerpts from Berlioz’s Romeo et Juliette, Sibelius’ Symphony No. 
1 in E minor — Kresge Auditorium

Monday
(4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) History and Historical Analysis in the Ukrai-

nian Crisis — 4-153

(6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.) Understanding the Urban Heritage: The 
Cultural Wire-Scape of Historic Lahore, Islamic Architecture talk 
— 3-133

Send your campus events to events@tech.mit.edu.

Do you have a story 
to tell?

The Tech wants to publish stories 
from the MIT community

Can you tell a personal story in writing 
or in an interview?

Sample topics:
Experiencing discrimination at MIT

Choosing between divergent career paths

Your slice of MIT culture

Romance at MIT

Or anything else you can tell as a 
compelling story

Email cl@the-tech.mit.edu with stories or proposals
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Homebuying 101

Federally insured by NCUA

Call: 617-253-2845 | Click: mitfcu.org | Visit: Cambridge: 700 Technology Square (NE48); Student Center (W20-116)

Learn what’s involved in buying a house and making it your home - whether it’s your first,  
or you’re in the market again.

With realtors, house inspectors and mortgage lenders - our panel of experts will discuss:
 • Effective property search tips
 • Current area market housing trends
 • Financing options
 • And much more

Tuesday, March 25th | 5:00pm-7:00pm | Marriott Cambridge, 2 Cambridge Center/50 Broadway

Spring 2014 is going to be a great time to buy. Join us for this helpful and informative seminar  
simply by registering online at mitfcu.org. 
 
Helping make home ownership yours is a higher degree of banking.

Upcoming Home events
tuesday, March 11

Men’s Lacrosse vs. Drew University 4 p.m., Steinbrenner Stadium

Women’s Lacrosse vs. Eastern Connecticut State University 6 p.m., Steinbrenner 
Stadium

Wednesday, March 12

Men’s Volleyball vs. Marymount University (Va.) 6 p.m., Rockwell Cage

By Mindy Brauer
DAPER STAFF

Six second-half goals by 
Isabella D. DiDio ’16 helped 
fuel MIT’s 14-12 come-from-

behind victory 
over Roger Wil-
liams University 
in a non-confer-
ence women’s 
lacrosse game 
on Saturday, 

March 8. DiDio finished with 
a game-high seven goals and 
seven draw controls for the 
Engineers (3-0), who are en-
joying their best start in pro-
gram history. For the Hawks 
(0-3), Kristen Pingree led the 
way with three goals and an 
assist.

Roger Williams opened 
the game with back-to-back 
goals from Jessica Searl as the 
first was assisted by Deven 
Machette while the second 
came on a free-position at-
tempt. Kelsey Rahilly extend-
ed the visitors’ margin by redi-
recting a feed from Samantha 
Davenport after six minutes 
expired. On the ensuing draw, 
MIT’s Kira M. Schott ’16 came 
up with the ball and went di-
rectly to net. The Engineers 
then cut their deficit in half 
when Erica C. Du ’14 buried a 
quick pass by Kristyn M. Ber-
retta ’16. Hannah A. Levy ’17 
evened the score 15 seconds 
later with an unassisted mark-
er at the 19:50 mark.

The Roger Williams de-
fense became impenetrable 

during the next six minutes, 
forcing several MIT turnovers 
that eventually resulted in a 
Pingree goal. DiDio knotted 
the game at four with 8:40 left 
in the half but the Hawks con-
trolled the action down the 
stretch as Rahilly generated a 
caused turnover deep in her 
offensive end, scooped up 
the groundball, and found the 
back of the net to give Roger 
Williams a 5-4 edge with sev-
en seconds remaining before 
the intermission.

DiDio once again record-
ed the equalizer following her 
solo effort after two minutes 
elapsed in the second half. 
An exchange of goals ensued 
as Machette put the Hawks 
up, 7-6, at the 24:21 mark. The 
Engineers responded with 
a DiDio free-position goal 
shortly after the draw and 
then inched ahead on unas-
sisted markers from Schott 
and DiDio to claim a 9-7 lead 
in a span of five minutes.

The back-and-forth scor-
ing resumed until Pingree 
converted a free-position shot 
and then set-up Rahilly to 
even the game at 10 with 9:36 
left to play. Despite Roger Wil-
liams’s efforts to slow down 
the action, DiDio replied with 

three straight goals while Levy 
added an insurance marker 
with 1:38 on the clock. Unde-
terred, the Hawks capitalized 
on MIT miscues during the 
waning moments as Lauren 
Piotrowski and Pingree closed 
out the scoring.

Schott finished with three 
goals, three groundballs, and 
three draw controls while 
Levy posted two goals and two 
draw controls. Emma Kane ’15 
notched three groundballs, 
followed by two from Erin B. 
Kenney ’14. Christine W. Ji-
ang ’16 chipped in two draw 
controls as goalie Candice I. 
Kaplan ’15 totaled seven saves 
and three groundballs for the 
Engineers.

Rahilly produced a hat-
trick along with four ground-
balls for Roger Williams while 
Searl had two goals and an as-
sist. Piotrowski scored twice as 
Machette tallied one goal, one 
assist, three groundballs, three 
draw controls, and one caused 
turnover. Danielle Neagle con-
tributed one goal and an assist 
while Andie Krefsky tacked on 
two groundballs. Mackenzie 
Logan and freshman Everding 
both collected two draw con-
trols as goalie Kimberly Bolk 
came away with 10 saves.

MIT returns to action on 
Tuesday, March 11 when it 
hosts Eastern Connecticut 
State University while Roger 
Williams continues its road 
trip on Monday, March 10 
when it visits the College of 
Mount Saint Vincent.

By Mindy Brauer
DAPER STAFF

At the United Volleyball Conference 
(UVC) Crossover Tournament hosted 
by Elmira College this past weekend, the 

No. 3 MIT men’s volley-
ball team swept Hilbert 
College and Penn State 
– Behrend but dropped a 
five-set battle to Medaille 
College. The 2-1 perfor-
mance moved the Engi-

neers’ ledger to 15-4 on the year and 8-2 
in UVC action.

In its only match of the day on Satur-
day, MIT defeated Hilbert, 25-18, 25-21, 
25-21. Kenneth M. Siebert ’14 paced the 
balanced attack with 10 kills and a 0.643 
hitting percentage to go along with two 
aces. Alexander C. Klein ’15 produced 
seven kills and a 0.455 hitting perfor-
mance as Bradley L. Gross ’15 turned in 
seven kills, a 0.429 hitting effort, and two 
blocks. Sean D. Kropp ’17 also bolstered 
the front row with seven kills while An-
drew A. Busse ’15 generated two blocks. 
Martin J. Krasuski ’17 recorded 10 digs 
and three aces as Brendan S. Chang ’16 
collected eight digs. Paul M. Syta ’14 tal-
lied 10 assists, five digs, four kills, and 

two aces while Evan P. Wang ’14 dished 
out 25 assists.

The Engineers opened Sunday with a 
tough 25-15, 25-20, 11-25, 21-25, 15-7 loss 
to Medaille. Syta racked up 40 assists, 
seven digs, five kills, three aces, and two 
blocks as Siebert registered 19 kills. Klein 
came in next with 13 kills, while Krasuski 
totaled 11 kills, 10 digs, and two blocks. 
Chang amassed 22 digs as Suyash P. Fu-
lay ’17 added six of his own. Aaron D. Za-
lewski ’17 paced the blocking corps with 
five stops.

Despite falling short in its comeback 
attempt versus Medaille, the Cardinal 
and Gray bounced back with a 25-23, 
25-16, 25-15 victory over Penn State 
– Behrend. Klein powered the attack 
with 11 kills and a 0.600 hitting perfor-
mance as Krasuski produced 11 kills, 
a 0.429 hitting percentage, and four 
blocks. Busse recorded eight kills while 
Zalewski totaled six kills, four digs, and 
four blocks. Siebert had six kills and six 
digs as Chang gathered 11 digs. Syta reg-
istered 25 assists, seven digs, and two 
aces, while Wang generated 15 assists 
and four digs.

Next up for MIT will be a home match 
against first-time opponent Marymount 
University on Wednesday, March 12.

Women’s lacrosse 
retains perfect record
MIT surges from behind to earn 14-12 win

Men’s volleyball team 
comes out victorious
MIT wins twice in UVC tournament

MIT returns 
to action on 
Tuesday, March 
11.


