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HOW mORAl pEOplE dIFFER
How do “good” people come to differ-
ent moral conclusions? arts, p. 7

Stardrive dISAppOINTS
Playing StarDrive isn’t worth your time� 
arts, p. 8

dORmCON plAyS 
ImpORTANT ROlE
Despite DormCon’s 
flaws, Maseeh should 
not have seceded� 
opinion, p. 4

mud : bEAuTIFul 
CINEmATOgRApHy
Jeff Nichols channels Mark 
Twain in his latest film� 
arts, p. 9

bERklEE’S hair 
AdApTATION
An emotionally relevant 
production�  
arts, p. 8

IN SHORT
Summer and Fall Pre-registration is now 
open! If you’re a continuing student, remem-
ber to start the process by May 31 or face a 
$50 fine.

If you borrowed art through the List Visu-
al Arts Center Student Loan Art Program, 
you must return it the week of May 13. Art-
work can be returned May 13–15 and May 17 
from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Artwork can also 
be returned 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. May 16. Be 
sure not to return the artwork in wet weather 
to avoid moisture damage!

The City of Cambridge can help you re-
cycle furniture you can’t take with you if 
you’re moving out! Visit CambridgeMA.
gov/Furniture for more details and pick-up 
instructions.

Send news information and tips to news@
tech.mit.edu.

By Kath Xu
Staff RepoRteR

In early spring, the Association of Stu-
dent Activities (ASA) emailed to all ASA-
recognized student groups requiring that 
the information in their ASA database 
entry to be up-to-date and compliant 
with the ASA’s rules and regulations. One 
of the requirements was that group con-
stitutions include the ASA Governance 
Clause  — any group missing the clause 
from its constitution received a notifica-
tion of such, requiring that the clause be 
added in order for the ASA to approve 
the constitution. (The tech, as it is cur-
rently an ASA-recognized group without 
the governance clause, also received this 
request.) The clause as a requirement for 
ASA-recognized groups has existed for 
several years, according to ASA president 
Rachel H. Keeler ’14, but has not been 
uniformly enforced. 

In light of this, some groups have 
questioned whether the clause grants too 
broad a power to the ASA.

The ASA Governance Clause
The clause reads: “The [activity name] 

agrees to abide by the rules and regula-
tions of the Association of Student Ac-
tivities, and its executive board. This 
constitution, amendments to it, and 
the by-laws of this organization shall be 
subject to review by the ASA Executive 
Board to ensure that they are in accor-
dance with the aforementioned rules 
and regulations.”

According to its website, the ASA 
“oversees student group activity and is 
the governing body of student groups on 
the MIT campus.” Being ASA-recognized 
comes with many resources and privi-
leges, including office space, a spot at 
the Activities Midway, and bulletin board 
space in the Infinite Corridor. As stated 
in its operating guidelines, the ASA can 
derecognize groups either by a two-
thirds vote at a General Body meeting or 
if the Executive Board deems that a group 
is not meeting “its responsibilities.”

Some groups unsettled by ASA 
governance clause

The Tech Model Railroad Club 
(TMRC), an ASA-recognized group, cur-
rently does not have the clause in its con-
stitution. It was founded in 1948, making 
it one of the oldest student organizations 
on campus, possibly predating the ASA. 
(The earliest mention of the Association 
of Student Activities in The tech was in 
1963, although previously there existed 
an Activities Council.) The tech, founded 
in 1881, predates the ASA.

“We think that the ASA’s governance 
clause seems overly broad, and we are 
unclear what the implications of adopt-
ing it are,” said Rebecca Perry, TMRC’s 
governor, speaking on behalf of the club. 
“As requested by the ASA, we are in the 
process of voting on the adoption of a 
governance clause, according to the pro-
cedures specified in TMRC’s constitution 
… the ASA has been asking us to acceler-
ate this process, but to do so violates our 
constitution.”

The governance clause provides the 
ASA too much power, agreed Alexander 
Chernyakhovsky ’13, the chair of MIT’s 
Student Information Processing Board 
(SIPB). SIPB was approved by the ASA 
and founded in 1969.

“The ASA Governance Clause gives 
the ASA overly broad authority over stu-
dent groups, and allows it to overstep the 
bounds of its mission,” said Chernyak-
hovsky. “However, when speaking with 
ASA representatives, I was informed that 
the ASA does not see the Governance 
Clause as giving the ASA any power, but 
that it is merely recognition of the stu-
dent group that the ASA has power over 
them. That is to say, the ASA believes that 
they already have all of the powers.”

He continued, “Ideally, I think the 
ASA Governance Clause should not be 
required in all groups’ constitutions; 
some groups are ‘special,’ and have obli-
gations and oversight that are incompat-
ible with the ASA.”

tami foRReSteR—the tech

the Class of 2015 gathered at Fenway park thursday evening for ring Delivery, the much-
anticipated event where Institute sophomores receive their Brass Rats�

Three suspicious packages found on campus this week
Feel like MIT’s been popping up on your 

phone a lot these days? The past week has seen 
three more reports of suspicious packages 
around campus — at Kendall Square and build-
ings 54 and E52 — causing police to issue mes-
sages to students through MIT Alert and evacu-
ating buildings. All three alerts were cleared 
within an hour.

The first alert of a suspicious package came 
on April 29, when an unattended backpack was 
spotted near the Chipotle in Kendall Square. 
Subway service to the Kendall T stop was sus-
pended as the police investigated the package. 
An alert was sent to the community at 12:42 
p.m., and an all clear was issued at 1:14 p.m. The 
backpack had just been abandoned by a stu-
dent, who later received his bag in shreds.

Two suspicious packages were reported on 
May 1, the first near E52 and the second in build-
ing 54. The package at E52 was also a backpack — 

a food worker who was going to change for work 
left his backpack in the bushes when he went into 
the building to change. Someone saw him leave 
it, and reported it to police. He returned to find 
his bag swarmed by police. The MIT alert was re-
leased at 11:41 a.m., and the all clear at 11:59 p.m. 

Shortly before 1 p.m. on Wednesday, the sec-
ond floor of the Green Building was evacuated 
after a report of a suspicious package in the stair-
well; the all clear was given at approximately 1:38 
p.m.

There have now been a total of six suspicious 
packages reported on MIT campus since the Bos-
ton Marathon bombings two weeks ago. The first 
three were reported within the first few days after 
the bombing.

Students who see anything suspicious are en-
couraged to call the MIT police at 617-253-1212 or 
to dial 100 from any campus telephone.

 —Jessica J. pourian

Amherst College faculty vote against joining edX
On April 16, 2013, Amherst College fac-

ulty voted 70-36 against a motion to join 
the edX consortium. The college would 
have been the second liberal arts college 
to join edX, after Wellesley College. 

According to the amherst Student, de-
bate at the deciding faculty meeting cen-
tered around the suitability of the edX 
platform and massive open online courses 
(MOOCs) to Amherst’s educational mis-
sion. Proponents of the motion argued 
that the edX technology would make it 
easier for Amherst to offer online courses 
and help Amherst gain experience with 
MOOCs, while others cited a lack of confi-
dence in the edX platform for this purpose. 
One key point of contention was edX’s re-
quirement that Amherst offer certificates 
of completion for courses offered more 
than once, which many viewed as against 

the college’s interests.
At the end of the meeting, the faculty 

voted to approve a second motion that 
would explore alternatives to edX. The 
motion claimed that Amherst’s mission 
is “best served by having the College it-
self, rather than an outside organization 
that offers so-called massive open online 
courses, develop and offer these online 
courses and course materials.”

Amherst is not the only college with 
faculty to come out against edX. Yesterday, 
professors in the philosophy department 
at San José State University issued a pub-
lic statement about their refusal to use the 
popular edX course JusticeX in their de-
partment. In a letter to Harvard Professor 
Michael Sandel, who teaches JusticeX, the 
professors argued that the California State 
University system’s contract to license 

MOOCs from edX stemmed from a pres-
sure to cut costs and would compromise 
the universities’ quality of education. “We 
believe that having a scholar teach and 
engage with his or her own students is far 
superior to having those students watch a 
video of another scholar engaging his or 
her students,” they wrote. 

In response, San José provost and vice 
president for academic affairs Ellen Juan 
stated that despite the university’s edX 
pilot program, faculty members will have 
sole responsibility in determining “how 
much, or how little, of the edX course 
materials they will incorporate into their 
blended courses,” in a statement to the 
chronicle of higher education. 

This week, edX also released 8.MReV: 

asa, Page 12

‘Old’ ASA requirement 
leaves some unsettled
Some student groups concerned 
over wording of governance clause

The Class of 2015 receives their brass Rats at Fenway

EdX, Page 11
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Situation for noon Eastern time, Friday, May 3, 2013

By thom Shanker
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — Defense 
Secretary Chuck Hagel confirmed 
Thursday that the Obama adminis-
tration was rethinking its opposition 
to arming the rebels in Syria’s civil 
war, although he said that no deci-
sions had been made.

“You look at and rethink all op-
tions,” Hagel said during a Pentagon 
news conference after being asked 
whether the administration was 
reassessing its stance on providing 
weapons to the rebels.

He was joined by his British 
counterpart, Philip Hammond, 
whose government was early 
among close U.S. allies to identify 
the possible use of chemical weap-
ons during the civil war.

Although Hagel was the first 
senior U.S. official to officially de-
scribe the administration’s decision 
to reassess providing arms to the 

opposition fighters, he emphasized 
that the process “doesn’t mean you 
do or you will.” He said, however, 
that “arming the rebels — that’s an 
option.”

Both his tone and his body lan-
guage indicated that the assess-
ment process would be careful and 
deliberate.

Hammond said Britain was con-
strained from providing lethal as-
sistance to the rebels under a Euro-
pean Union arms ban, although that 
prohibition expires in a few weeks.

Both military leaders stressed 
that policy should focus on stopping 
the violence and helping Syria tran-
sition to a democracy.

Administration officials and 
U.S. military leaders had previously 
focused public discussions on the 
many reasons not to arm the rebels, 
among them the failure to identify 
leaders who are committed to a uni-
fied, democratic Syria that respects 
minority rights, and the fear that 

U.S. weapons could wind up in the 
hands of militants who might turn 
them against Western interests.

The debate over arming the reb-
els has resurfaced since the White 
House disclosed last week that the 
nation’s intelligence agencies be-
lieved that there had been small-
scale use of chemical weapons by 
the regime of Bashar Assad.

While supplying arms does not 
directly address the threat of chemi-
cal weapons, it would bolster the 
rebels in their fight against the re-
gime. It would also be a way for the 
White House to look responsive, 
while waiting for more conclusive 
evidence of the Syrian regime’s use 
of chemical weapons, and without 
committing its own military to the 
conflict.

Another factor in the administra-
tion’s thinking, a senior official said, 
is its growing confidence in Gen. Sa-
lim Idriss, the commander of the op-
position’s Supreme Military Council.

By Michael d. Shear
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — Secretary of 
State John Kerry is practically home 
alone, toiling without permanent 
assistant secretaries of state for the 
Middle East, Asia, Europe and Africa. 
At the Pentagon, a temporary per-
sonnel chief is managing furloughs 
for 800,000 civilian employees. There 
has not been a director of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service since last No-
vember, and it was only on Thursday 
that President Barack Obama nomi-
nated a new commerce secretary af-
ter the job was open for nearly a year.

As the White House races this 
week to plug keyholes in the Cabinet, 
the lights remain off in essential of-
fices across the administration. The 
vacancies are slowing down policy-
making in a capital already known 
for inaction, and embarrassing a 
president who has had more than 
five months since his re-election to 
fill many of the jobs.

“I don’t think it’s ever been this 
bad,” said Rep. Frank R. Wolf, R-Va., 
who wrote a letter urging Obama to 
act swiftly to fill top vacancies.

One of the worst backlogs is at 
the State Department, where nearly 
a quarter of the most senior posts 
are not filled, including positions 
in charge of embassy security and 
counterterrorism. The Treasury De-
partment is searching for a new No. 
2, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity is missing its top two cyberse-
curity officials and about 30 percent 
of the top jobs at the Commerce De-
partment are still vacant, including 
that of chief economist.

At the Pentagon, which is helping 
to lead the administration’s “pivot” 
to a greater focus on Asia, the assis-
tant secretary of defense for Asia is 
about to leave his job.

Kerry expressed frustration about 
the State Department vacancies in 
recent testimony before the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee. Although 
Kerry said that “the White House 
and the administration make the 
very best out of a tough situation,” 
who is to blame is a matter of intense 
debate.

The White House faults an in-
creasingly partisan confirmation 
process in the Senate and what of-
ficials say are over-the-top demands 

for information about every corner 
of a nominee’s life. Treasury Sec-
retary Jacob J. Lew received 444 
questions from senators before his 
confirmation, more than the seven 
previous Treasury nominees com-
bined, according to data compiled 
by the White House. Gina McCar-
thy, Obama’s nominee to lead the 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
got 1,000 questions from the Senate, 
White House officials said.

“Current congressional Republi-
cans have made no secret of the ex-
traordinary lengths they will go to to 
obstruct the confirmation process,” 
said Eric Schultz, a White House 
spokesman. “That unprecedented 
evasiveness, often about matters de-
cades old or unrelated to the post, 
slows down the process from begin-
ning to end.”

But members of Congress and a 
number of agency officials say the 
bottleneck is at the White House, 
where nominees remain unan-
nounced as the legal and personnel 
offices conduct time-consuming 
background checks aimed at discov-
ering the slightest potential problem 
that could hold up a confirmation.

Rhode Island joins states that 
allow gay marriage

Overcoming years of resistance, Rhode Island on Thursday 
became the 10th state in the country and the last in New Eng-
land to approve same-sex marriage.

The measure passed a final vote in the Legislature in the af-
ternoon. Just before 7 p.m., Gov. Lincoln Chafee, an indepen-
dent who had long advocated for its passage, signed it into law 
in a jubilant ceremony on the steps of the Statehouse in Provi-
dence, where hundreds of people, including many state and lo-
cal officials, joined the celebration.

“I know that you have been waiting for this day to come,” 
Chafee said at the celebration. “I know that you have loved ones 
who dreamed this would happen and did not live to see it. But I 
am proud to say that now, at long last, you are free to marry the 
person you love.”

Same-sex unions will be legal in the state starting Aug. 1.
Approval in Rhode Island followed a 16-year struggle in the 

heavily Roman Catholic state, with intense opposition from 
clerics and many Republicans. But in a sign of the changing 
times, all five Republicans in the 38-member state Senate sup-
ported the measure — the only time in any state where the en-
tire caucus of either party has approved such a measure unani-
mously — making Rhode Island the latest indication of growing 
acceptance of same-sex marriage across the country.

Delaware is likely to be next, perhaps as soon as next week. 
Illinois and Minnesota are also on track for passage.

—katharine Q. seelye, The New York Times 

US suicide rates rise sharply
Suicide rates among middle-age Americans have risen 

sharply in the past decade, prompting concern that a generation 
of baby boomers who have faced years of economic worry and 
easy access to prescription pain killers may be particularly vul-
nerable to self-inflicted harm. More people now die of suicide 
than car accidents, according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, which published the findings in the May 3 is-
sue of its Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report. Suicide has 
typically been viewed as a problem of teenagers and the elderly, 
and the surge in suicide rates among middle-age Americans is 
surprising.

From 1999 to 2010, the suicide rate among Americans ages 35 
to 64 rose by nearly 30 percent, to 17.6 deaths per 100,000 popu-
lation, up from 13.7. Although suicide rates are growing among 
both middle-age men and women, far more men take their own 
lives. The suicide rate for middle-age men was 27.3 deaths per 
100,000, while for women it was 8.1 deaths per 100,000.

—Tara Parker-pope, The New York Times 

Avoiding controversy, Obama 
meets with Mexico’s new leader

MEXICO CITY — U.S. President Barack Obama and presi-
dent Enrique Pena Nieto of Mexico labored Thursday to avoid 
engaging each other on the two most sensitive and contentious 
issues between their two countries: immigration reform in the 
United States and Mexican efforts to confront drug violence.

In an hourlong news conference after a private meeting, 
Obama and Pena Nieto repeatedly sought to shift their public 
conversation away from security and border issues that have 
long dominated such high-level visits, to focus instead on the 
vast economic relationship between the two nations.

A joint communique between the two leaders mentioned 
security cooperation only at the very end of a lengthy discus-
sion of commercial and educational initiatives. During the news 
conference, both leaders waved aside reports that cross-border 
ties between security agencies were unraveling.

“We will interact with them in ways that are appropriate,” 
Obama said.

—michael D. shear and randal C. Archibold, 
 The New York Times 

Unusual snowstorm 
strikes Midwest

US is considering arming Syrian 
rebels, Hagel confirms

Concern as politics, vetting 
leave vacancies in top offices

Extended Forecast
today: Mostly sunny. High 58°F (14°C). Wind E at 5–10 mph.
tonight: Clear. Low 44°F (7°C). Winds calm.
tomorrow: Sunny. High 62°F (17°C). Wind E at 5–10 mph. 
Sunday: Sunny. Highs in the mid 60s°F (19°C).
Monday: Sunny. Highs in the mid 60s°F (19°C).

By Vince agard 
sTAFF meTeorologisT

A rare May snowstorm 
swept through the center of the 
United States on Wednesday 
and Thursday, with six to twelve 
inches of snow falling in a band 
reaching from Kansas through 
Minnesota. The unseasonable 
precipitation was the product 
of an unusually deep upper-
level trough combined with a 
very strong cold front stationed 
across the continent. The storm 
broke several records for snow-

fall and low temperatures in the 
month of May across the affect-
ed states.

Closer to home, season-
able temperatures are forecast 
to continue for the weekend. 
High pressure will dominate 
the region, resulting in sunshine 
and calm winds, as the synoptic 
blocking pattern that has been 
in place for much of this week 
will continue to persist. High 
pressure will finally move out 
sometime in the middle of next 
week, but not before allowing a 
few more beautiful spring days.



Friday, May 3, 2013 The Tech 3W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

iO
N

 W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

iO
N

 W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

iO
N

 W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

iO
N

 W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

iO
N

 W
O

R
LD

US asks N. Korea to free American
SEOUL, South Korea — The United States said Thursday that 

North Korea should immediately release a U.S. citizen who was sen-
tenced this week to 15 years of hard labor, setting up a potential new 
source of confrontation between the two countries that could aggra-
vate tensions that are still high over North Korea’s nuclear war threats.

A State Department spokesman, Patrick Ventrell, said the Obama 
administration had “longstanding concerns about the lack of trans-
parency and due process in the North Korean legal system.” Ventrell 
said the administration wanted Kenneth Bae, who was sentenced 
Tuesday on charges of committing hostile acts, to be granted “am-
nesty and immediate release.”

Ventrell’s statement signaled that the administration was not pre-
pared, at least not now, to seek Bae’s release through a high-profile 
mission to North Korea, as it has done twice when Americans were 
held by North Korean authorities essentially as hostages to gain con-
cessions from the United States.

Analysts said a U.S. diplomatic mission to secure Bae’s release 
could easily be used by the country’s young leader, Kim Jong Un, as 
an example of Washington’s capitulation and an opportunity to bur-
nish his profile as a tough anti-American strategist. But by taking the 
tougher approach, the Obama administration is assuming the risk 
that one of its citizens will be incarcerated indefinitely.

The sentencing comes at a time of high tension between the North 
and the United States over the North’s nuclear program, and it was 
handed down the same day that joint U.S.-South Korean military 
drills ended. With the end of the drills, some analysts have said, North 
Korea might tone down its bellicosity and shift its focus toward draw-
ing Washington back to the negotiating table — using, among other 
things, Bae’s plight as bait.

—Choe Sang-Hun and Rick Gladstone, The New York Times 

Shoves where China meets India
NEW DELHI — The disputed border region between India and 

China attracts troops from both countries, but two weeks ago the 
Chinese sent an unusual number of military patrols into the moun-
tains of Ladakh, a remote high-altitude desert at the northern tip 
of India.

Two Chinese patrols came on foot, two more arrived in military 
vehicles, and a Chinese helicopter flew overhead. With all the ac-
tivity, the Indian authorities failed to notice until the next morning 
that about 30 Chinese soldiers had pitched three tents in an area 
both countries claim.

Indian military officials protested. The Chinese stayed put. In-
dia protested again. The Chinese, who had with them a few high-
altitude guard dogs, responded by erecting two more tents and 
raising a sign saying, in English, “You are in Chinese side.”

As the dispute enters its third week, alarm in the Indian capi-
tal is growing. At a Thursday news briefing, Syed Akbaruddin, the 
spokesman for India’s Ministry of External Affairs, said, “There is 
no doubt that in the entire country this is a matter of concern.”

—Gardiner Harris and Edward Wong, The New York Times 

By isabel Kershner
THE NEW YoRk TimES 

JERUSALEM — Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel said 
on Thursday that any peace agree-
ment with the Palestinians should 
be put to a referendum, a move that 
some Israelis view as a potential ob-
stacle to a deal even as Secretary of 
State John Kerry works intently to re-
new long-stalled Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks. 

Netanyahu’s statement came as 
his special envoy, Isaac Molho, and 
Tzipi Livni, Israel’s minister of justice, 
who holds a special portfolio dealing 
with the peace process in the new 
government, were in Washington 
for a meeting with Kerry. An Israeli 
government official said the trip was 

meant chiefly to update the parties 
and suggested that it was not indica-
tive of any breakthrough.

The Palestinians are not opposed 
to Israel’s holding a referendum and 
plan to hold one of their own should 
the sides arrive at an agreement.

But Saeb Erekat, the chief Pales-
tinian negotiator, said in a telephone 
interview, “I think that Mr. Netan-
yahu should focus first on achieving 
peace and then on submitting it to a 
referendum.”

Netanyahu’s remarks in favor of a 
referendum, widely viewed as a nod 
to rightists in his governing coalition 
who are pressing for new legislation 
on the matter, came at the start of a 
meeting in Jerusalem with Foreign 
Minister Didier Burkhalter of Swit-
zerland. “There are a few things that I 

think we can learn from you, and one 
of them is the referendum,” Netan-
yahu told Burkhalter. “Not for every 
issue; not on every point of debate; 
but on one thing: That is, if we get 
to a peace agreement with the Pal-
estinians, I’d like to bring it to a ref-
erendum. And I’d like to talk to you 
about your experiences with that, 
and many other things.”

Burkhalter replied that Netanya-
hu was welcome to visit Switzerland 
any time and learn about that coun-
try’s experience with referendums.

Left-leaning Israeli supporters of 
a peace deal have long argued that a 
referendum could impede the lead-
ership’s ability to seal a treaty with 
Palestinians. Livni, a former foreign 
minister, has publicly opposed the 
idea of a referendum.

US to appeal order lifting age 
limit on morning-after pill

Netanyahu backs vote on any 
agreement with Palestinians

By Pam Belluck  
and Michael D. Shear

THE NEW YoRk TimES 

The Obama administration 
moved Wednesday to keep girls un-
der 15 from having over-the-counter 
access to morning-after pills, as the 
Justice Department filed a notice to 
appeal a judge’s order that would 
make the drug available without a 
prescription for girls and women 
of all ages. The appeal reaffirms 
an election-year decision by the 
Obama administration to block the 
drug’s maker from selling it without 

a prescription or consideration of 
age, and puts the White House back 
into the politically charged issue of 
access to emergency contraception.

The Justice Department’s deci-
sion to appeal is in line with the 
views of anti-abortion groups who 
do not want contraceptives made 
available to young girls. It was criti-
cized by advocates for women’s 
reproductive health and abortion 
rights who cite years of scientific 
research saying the drug is safe and 
effective for all ages.

In December 2011, the secre-
tary of health and human services, 

Kathleen Sebelius, blocked the sale 
of the drug to young girls without a 
prescription, saying there was not 
enough data to prove that it would 
be safe. In doing so, Sebelius took 
the unprecedented step of over-
ruling the FDA, which had moved, 
based on scientific research, to lift 
all age restrictions.

Last month Judge Edward R. Ko-
rman of U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of New York criti-
cized that decision as overtly politi-
cal and ordered the administration 
to make the contraceptive widely 
available.

WHAT ARE YOU
WATCHING?

The Tech wants to know what’s on your screen. 
Undergrads, check your email for a link to our survey and tell 
us about your favorite movies, tv shows, and books.
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Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board 
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are written by individuals and represent the opinion of the 
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submissions are encouraged and should be sent to letters@
tech.mit.edu. Hard copy submissions should be addressed 
to The Tech, P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, 
or sent by interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All 
submissions are due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of 
publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters 
will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or 

condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 
Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and 
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also 
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published 
in any other format or medium now known or later that 
becomes known. The Tech makes no commitment to publish 
all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. Email is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by emailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send press 
releases, requests for coverage, and information about errors 
that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to the 
editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech can be 
found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.

An article in Tuesday’s issue on Maseeh seceding from 
DormCon mistakenly indicated that Maseeh pays $2310 in 
DormCon taxes per year — the figure is actually per semester, 
summing to $4620 per year assuming the 462-resident capacity.
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GUEST COLUmN

DormCon is critical to dorm culture
Though flawed, the organization has a history of accomplishment

By Tea Dorminy

disclaimer: although i am a former 
member of dormcon, i do not speak for the 
organization and i have not consulted it be-
fore writing this piece.

MIT’s Dormitory Council is the only or-
ganization devoted solely to the interests of 
dorm residents on campus, and Maseeh’s 
departure means an additional 462 under-
graduates no longer have a voice in this 
organization. Some argue that DormCon 
simply redistributes money to dorms and 

its own retreats. But in fact, the organiza-
tion promotes campus-wide appreciation 
of every dorm, ensuring every DormCon-
funded event welcomes every participat-
ing dorms’ residents, and standing up for 
undergraduates in dorm affairs. Although 
I’m biased, I believe that DormCon is one of 
the best voices for students and one of the 
most functional, efficient groups on cam-

pus. Leaving the group deserves more than 
a few minutes of discussion.

First of all, DormCon does a great job of 
coordinating CPW, Orientation, and other 
campus-wide activities. The organization 
makes sure that dorms get an even distri-
bution of the limited number of REX events 
and limited number of dorm-centric early 
returns for dorm orientation events, and 
has done a great job. For example, not long 
ago, the administration attempted to reduce 
the length of REX, and DormCon led the 
fight to preserve orientation as a campus-
wide welcome to new students. DormCon 
also helps fund traditions and new ideas 
during the semester, such as Piano Drop 
and Bad Ideas. Furthermore, the DormCon 
tax ensures that dorms all devote money 
to campus-wide events, and encourages 
cross-campus mixing and a reputation of 
friendliness.

DormCon is also critical to student self-
adjudication. Judicial committees are a key 
element of students’ self-government, and 
DormCon’s JudComm is one place resi-
dents can go to settle their disputes with-
out involving the administration. While not 
all problems are suitable for peer judicial 
mediation, not all problems are perfectly 
suited for administration settlement, and 
having a designated JudComm gives us an-

other place we can go within the dorm. This 
framework gives dorms and students power 
and is a dangerous thing to abandon with-
out replacement.

During the RLAD introduction, 
DormCon advocated student involvement, 
thereby ensuring that students would be 
able to participate in the process by which 
RLADs were chosen. DormCon also helped 
students contribute to the dining debate, 
encouraging more choices for meal plans 
and higher quality of food across all dorms.

Although the most recent budget had 
controversies, DormCon is still an excel-
lent organization and has a history of stu-
dent advocacy and engagement. Leaving 
DormCon removes a venue for students’ 
voices, and I do not believe that leaving the 
organization is the way to fix its problems.

The DormCon tax 
encourages cross-
campus mixing 
and a reputation of 
friendliness.

Judicial committees are a 
key element of students’ 
self-government. 
DormCon’s JudComm is 
one place students can 
settle disputes without 
the administration. 
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[1206] Einstein

Einstein was WRONG when he said that provisional patent #39561 represented a novel gravel-sorting tech-
nique and should be approved by the Patent Office.

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

UPPERCUT by Steve Sullivan

The Wow Factor by Fred Piscop
Solution, page 12

ACROSS
1 Thunder sound
5 Do dairy work
9 Tally
14 Fence piece
15 Dumbbell material
16 Plain writing
17 Eerie glow
18 It means “one-billionth”
19 Walked nervously
20 Demolition team
23 Weighted down
24 Hyundai rival
25 Off-the-wall
28 Old West lawman
32 Professor, at times
34 More reliable
38 Show up
39 Futuristic subject
42 Sixth-day creation
43 Everlasting
44 Not even close
47 Hailer’s cry
48 Beast of burden
49 Lucy of Elementary

51 Car parker
56 Poor perspective
60 Quarterback Tim
63 Whittle down
64 Cruel dude
65 Equally
66 The dark side
67 Fan noise
68 Equestrian, for instance
69 Extending way down
70 Short distance

DOWn
1 Slow traffic pace
2 First lady before Michelle
3 Made public
4 Allocated position
5 Prefix for series
6 Shi’ite state
7 Protracted
8 Find fault with
9 Show up
10 Attract
11 Seven Dwarfs leader
12 Bring to bear

13 __ XING
21 Do a pizzeria chore
22 Oil apparatus
25 Whiffs that waft
26 Floor models
27 Actress Barrymore
29 Big fuss
30 Falling-out
31 Wee, to Marie
33 Ranch measure
34 Bubbly beverages
35 Waiters’ totes
36 Ticklish Muppet
37 Fontana di Trevi locale
39 Toddler’s glassful
40 Tex-__ chili
41 Oil source
45 Bambi skunk
46 Cone producer
50 Called balls and strikes
52 Declares openly
53 Low-calorie
54 Hair-raising
55 Pipsqueak
56 Came alive

57 Except for
58 Homonym of 54 Down
59 Puppy’s cry

60 Street sealer
61 One wearing a Y
62 Invitation
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by Jorge Cham

Sudoku
Solution, page 14

8 2 3 5 4
6 7 1

9 5 3
9 2

1 8 5 3
1 4

5 7 1
7 4 3
4 9 7 6 2

Techdoku
Solution, page 14

3÷ 3 10+

15× 96× 5×

18× 4 6

5 60× 24×

4 45×

8× 6×



A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 A
r

t
s

 
Friday, May 3, 2013 The Tech 7

Fine dining. On The Tech.

arts@tech.mit.edu
Be a restaurant critic.

By roberto Perez-Franco
STaff WriTer

Have you ever felt like other people must 
be crazy — or at least be hypocrites — to 
hold certain views that you consider pro-
foundly immoral? Some people defend the 
Iraq War to this day, while others opposed 
it from day one. Some people want to ban 
abortion, while others want to ban guns. 
“What is wrong with these people? What 
are they thinking?” you may ask in despair. 

If you relate to this, then do I have a book 
for you: The righteous Mind. It is a wicked 
tome about how people think in moral 
terms. It is not a prescriptive book that pre-
tends to teach you to be a moral person 
based on some philosophical or religious 
considerations. Instead, it is a descriptive 

book that seeks to describe how and why 
our brain deals with questions of morality 
from the perspective of evolutionary psy-
chology. The author, Jonathan Haidt, hopes 
this understanding will help you decipher 
what “they,” the guys on the other side of 
the issue, are thinking; and to help them 
understand what you are thinking, so as to 
foster more constructive dialogue in this 
highly polarized nation and world.

The book has three main messages. The 
first is that your moral opinions are not re-
ally yours; you are just advocating for them. 
When it comes to morality one should not 
think of oneself as an independent mind, a 
sort of Rodin’s thinker, weighing the argu-
ments for and against a position on an im-
portant issue, and then taking a reasoned 
stance that you are ready to defend. Instead, 
Haidt argues, your morality is largely deter-
mined by a part of your brain of which you 
are not conscious, and that then passes its 
moral positions to your rational mind with 
the command to find a rationale to support 
the predetermined stance. Haidt makes use 
of a metaphor, of a press secretary riding an 
elephant, where your conscious mind is the 
press secretary trying frantically to find log-
ical arguments that will justify the actions 
taken by the elephant, which are not under 
her control.

The second message of the book is that 
the human brain has evolved to identify 
and react to morality of six types, or foun-
dations, which he labels using paired oppo-
sites: care/harm, fairness/cheating, loyalty/
betrayal, authority/subversion, sanctity/
degradation, and liberty/oppression. The 

author uses the metaphor of six moral fla-
vors that can be recognized by our ‘moral 
taste buds’, just like our physical tongue can 
recognize five basic tastes: sweetness, sour-
ness, etc. He also argues that some people 
may be genetically predisposed to having a 
higher sensitivity to some of these types of 
morality than others. Democrats may give 
more weight to the care and fairness foun-
dations, whereas Republicans may give 

more weight to the loyalty, authority and 
sanctity foundation, and Libertarians may 
give more weight to the liberty foundation.

The third and final major message of 
the book is that, even though our DNA is 
98 percent like that of a chimp, our moral 
mind is only 80 percent like that of a chimp, 
with a healthy 20 percent being more like a 
bee. Our tendency to collaborate is defi-
nitely not chimp-like (“you will never see 
two chimps carrying a log”), and under 
special circumstances a part of our moral 
circuitry that Haidt calls the “hive switch” 
turns on, and we put our group above our 
self, and become capable of sublime self-
less sacrifices for the group’s well-being. 
Think of the thousands of young men 
and women volunteering to serve in their 
countries’ armies during World War II, and 
after 9/11. Think of them running towards 
the enemy lines, on the beaches at Nor-
mandy staring death in the face, or run-
ning towards the burning Twin Towers, or 
the place of the explosion at the finish line 
of the Boston Marathon, in order to lend 
a hand. In times of danger to the hive, the 
chimp in us takes the back seat and the bee 
is in control.

I read this book months ago and left it 
to marinade my brain. It had some mind-
blowing passages, and others that were 
downright boring. The book is a bit rough 
around some edges, and could have used 
a better editor, but packs enough punch 
to keep you coming back for more. Yes, 
at some points, the author comes across 
as repetitive and unable to help himself 
from cramming too much of his beloved 
subject into the mind of the defenseless 
reader. Yet, all things considered, it is a 
very good book, in that it is a sort of slow-
release worldview softener. To steal a term 
from film criticism, this is a “parking lot” 
book: one that doesn’t necessarily seem 
extraordinary when you read it, but then 
gets you thinking for days, weeks or — in 
my case — months after reading it. I have 
found myself recommending it to my wife 
and friends whenever they seem exasper-
ated by other people’s moral positions 
that seem hypocritical or incomprehen-
sible. And I recommend it to you now. Feel 
free to skip the boring pages! At the end, 
its core messages will likely stay with you 
and make your life easier for a long time 
to come.

HHHH✩

the righteous Mind: 
Why Good People Are 
Divided by Politics 
and religion
By Jonathan Haidt

Vintage Books

February 2013

Book Review

The bee and the chimp in you and me
A thought-provoking book about morality and the mind

our moral mind is only 80 percent like that of a 
chimp, with a healthy 20 percent being more like 
a bee.
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By Keith Yost
STaff WriTer

I have something of a love-hate relation-
ship with the 4X (eXplore/eXpand/eXploit/
eXterminate) genre. The typical 4X game is 
an uneasy marriage of amazing strategic 
depth, the grandeur of empire, and tedious 
micromanagement. As a consequence I find 
myself in a cycle where I develop a desire 
to play a 4X game, binge for some period of 
time, and then quit the genre for months af-
ter getting burned out navigating menus.

The best in class 4X games (like the Civi-

lization series) go three for three, combining 
complex strategy, the awe that comes with 
massive scale, and intelligent user interfaces 
that minimize boredom and eye-strain. De-
cent showings usually get two out of three 
right; the free-to-play aurora, for example, 
is even deeper than the notoriously complex 
Dwarf fortress, and has an ultra-realistic 
aesthetic that appeals to me, but has one of 
the trickiest UIs I’ve ever seen.

And then there are games like StarDrive. 
StarDrive is a recently released, space-based 
4X game, built from the ground up by a sin-
gle man with Kickstarter funding. It’s very 

reminiscent of Sins of a Solar empire with 
its integration of real-time strategy into 4X 
gameplay, and it’s not hard to see why so 
many put up their money to get the project 
on its feet; at first glance it looks like a ver-
sion of Sins that is both deeper and sleeker 
in complexity and presentation. Combat is 
handled like a real time strategy game and 
StarDrive has a sort of physics system to 
boot — shots made on moving ships can 
often miss and where shots land on ships 
matters quite a bit. As a consequence, the 
design of ships and how they coordinate and 
complement each other in fleets is very im-

portant. Moreover, StarDrive lets the player 
heavily customize all of their ships, as well 
as control how they are positioned in fleets 
and maneuver in combat. This added di-
mension, as far as I am aware, is unique to 
4X-RTS hybrids, and in this area StarDrive 
pulls off the trifecta that makes for a stellar 
4X game. It’s strategically deep, it’s awesome 
to watch, and the interface is easy to use and 
even fun to work in.

Unfortunately, when the rest of the 
game is taken into account, the only part 
of the trifecta that survives is the grandeur 
of watching fleets in combat. None of the 

thinking that goes into ship and fleet de-
sign is necessary, since the game is almost 
completely imbalanced. Machine races are 
ridiculously overpowered, since planets fit 
for biological life are relatively rare. Ground 
troops (not a customizable unit) are ridicu-
lously overpowered, since faster-than-light 
travel means troop transports can warp to 
enemy planets and begin dropping sol-
diers on a time scale that makes ship-to-
ship combat irrelevant. Building ships out 
of almost nothing but rocket tubes is ridic-
ulously overpowered; in space, the sword 
is mightier than the shield. And the AI is 
sit-in-the-corner-eating-paste dumb, even 
on the hardest difficulty. It’s not a challeng-
ing game, and worst of all, the easy ways to 
beat it either completely bypass or largely 
subvert the strengths of the combat and 
ship design system.

Also, outside of the ship and fleet design 
screens, the user interface is quite poor. 
Empire management is a pain. Managing 
any ships not in a fleet is a pain. Managing 
ground troops is particularly a pain, since 
landed troops don’t show up on any menus 
or lists anywhere and you need to check in 
on each individual planet (including those 
you don’t own), to know how many troops 
you have and where they are. So much of 
the gameplay is a chore, and much of it 
buggy and laggy to boot. The game crashes, 
there are often long delays when chang-
ing screens, and sometimes it just doesn’t 
work at all — on one run, the game simply 
refused to let me give any orders to a planet 
full of ground armies, and on another it re-
fused to let me rebuild on one of my planet’s 
plots of land after the previous building had 
been destroyed.

In time, StarDrive might improve. The 
one-man development team looks to con-
tinue rolling out bug fixes, UI improve-
ments, balance patches and the like, and 
the game is also open to third party mod-
ding. In a few months, playing StarDrive 
could conceivably be a very different ex-
perience. But at the moment it is a decid-
edly below average 4X game. 4X games that 
get three out of three right cost about $30. 
Games that get two out of three right are 
free. Those that do worse than that — you 
should get paid for playing.

I think the hallmark of when the game 

will be worth considering for purchase is if/
when a multiplayer version is released — 
the existence of multiplayer would surely 
have to come only after the bugs are fixed, 
the gameplay is balanced, and at least some 
of the problems with the UI are cleaned up. 
At this point, somewhere on the order of 
$20–30 would be reasonable. Before that, 
there are better games out there for the 
money.

HH✩✩✩

starDrive

Zer0sum Games

released 2012

For Microsoft Windows, 
Mac Os X

By Jaimie Chung
STaff WriTer

Mud is a reminder of how movies have the 
potential to be more than just entertainment. 
With a setting that is foreign to most, director 
Jeff Nichols tells the typical loss of innocence 
story through a new lens. By making Ellis (Tye 
Sheridan) the observer who eventually enters 
the world he observes, the audience is able 
to make the transition with him and live his 
adventure.

When Ellis and his best friend Neckbone 
(Jacob Lofland) venture out to an island where 
they find a boat lodged high up in a tree, they 
claim it as their own. Soon, they discover 
that a fugitive named Mud (Matthew McCo-
naughey) is living in the boat, and after Mud 
tells them of his plan to reunite with his girl-
friend Juniper, the boys decide to help get the 
boat into the water so he can run away with 
her. Drawing inspiration from Mark Twain, 
Nichols shows us how Ellis observes and idol-
izes Mud, and how a young man’s idea of what 
love should be is transformed. Ellis is shown 

observing other characters’ fights and trials 
through windows, which emphasizes his sta-
tus as a bystander. By the end, however, he be-
gins to take control of his destiny and to affect 
the destinies of those around him.

Matthew McConaughey is the perfect 
choice for the gritty, headstrong Mud. In fact, 
his understated scenes are the most riveting; 
he truly embodies the character. Ellis and 
Neckbone were also well cast. Their exchange 
of subtle glances in reaction to Mud’s out-
landish behavior, and their native Southern 
accents, helped them be both convincing 
and lovable. A lackluster performance from 
Reese Witherspoon is only a slight distraction 
from the strong performances of other minor 
characters such as Tom, a retired CIA assas-
sin played by Sam Shepard, and Ellis’s father, 
a weathered adult played by Ray McKinnon.

To depict the small Arkansas commu-
nity he grew up in and the significance of the 
river that runs through it, Nichols gives us a 
multitude of shots of the water. The various 
symbolisms of the river, including that it is 
the source of livelihood for Ellis’s family, and 

that it provides a means of escape from his 
parents’ crumbling marriage, are expressed 
through the different camera angles Nichols 
gives us. Unfortunately, the beautifully mini-
malist cinematography doesn’t make up for 
the strange choices of music. While the instru-
mental music suffices to create ambience, the 
twangy country music feels overworked and 
unnatural.

Still, the message — that we should hold 
onto childlike idealism and resist the inevita-
ble acceptance of cynicism and pessimism — 
comes through, and this message is cleverly 
relayed through the eyes of a teenager trying 
to make sense of his world. When Tom tells 
Ellis to stop helping Mud because Juniper is 
not what she seems, Ellis retorts, “they’re in 
love and they’re gonna make it! If you weren’t 
such a worn out old man you’d know it’s true.” 
The dialogue sometimes borders on trite, but 
it helps us see Nichols’ intention to show us 
three stages of life: the wide-eyed, bushy-
tailed hope in Ellis; the unrelenting nature 
of Mud who eventually comes to terms with 

reality; and the angry, old adults, Tom and El-
lis’s father, who have both been disappointed 
by love. The three men are each transformed 
by Ellis, and in the end, we realize that the fact 
that Ellis holds onto so dearly is not foolish, 
but is in fact, admirable.

HHHH✩

Mud
Directed by Jeff Nichols

starring Matthew 
McConaughey, tye 
sheridan, Jacob Lofland, 
and reese Witherspoon

rated PG-13

Now Playing

JaMeS BriDgeS

reese Witherspoon in Mud.

movie Review

Coming of age by the mississippi River
Strong performances and beautiful cinematography in a Mark Twain-inspired tale

By Denis Bozic
STaff WriTer

Growing up as a child in a very musical 
and theatrical family, I developed a keen 
sense of distinguishing high quality shows 
from mediocre ones, in both visual and 
acoustic performing arts. Even the most nu-
anced distasteful details in a show can make 
me frown, which is why I always found it dif-
ficult to like live musicals. Whereas regular 
plays and musical concerts require a certain 
subset of performance skills, musicals re-
quire the full package: good production, act-
ing, dancing, singing and very often a well-
coordinated orchestra. With that said, I am 
so happy to wholeheartedly admit that I was 
astonished by Berklee College’s adaptation 
of Hair, which premiered last week at the 
Berklee Performance Center.

Hair tells the emotional and philanthrop-
ic story of a group of hippies (the Tribe) liv-
ing an outcast life, and fighting against the 
oppressive political system that is conscrib-
ing young men into the armed services dur-
ing the Vietnam War. The musical debuted 
in 1967 and very soon became a treasure of 
American culture, promoting love, freedom, 
equality and peace. Besides the pacifistic 
ideas, Hair is often praised for revolutioniz-
ing musical theater in the late ’60s, by giving 
rise to the “rock musical” genre, and by hav-
ing a racially diverse cast.

Berklee College did a fantastic job of 
adapting the musical and conveying its ca-
thartic ideas. After the recent tragedies and 
fatal loss of human lives in Boston and Cam-

bridge, their adaptation had a particularly 
strong emotional and moral impact, as it 
reminded the audience of the importance of 
spreading love and peace in today’s world.

I was impressed and amazed by the stu-
dents’ performances. The musical numbers 
were bold and resonating, the acting was 
convincing and amusing, and the chore-
ography was well-structured and synchro-
nized. The orchestra, which was hidden 
behind the on-stage balcony, delivered a 
fantastic musical performance as well; the 
arrangements sounded just as enthralling 
as the original Hair soundtrack, and they 
complemented the students’ versatile voices 
well. The show lasted for almost three hours, 
but the energy of the performance was un-
failingly high throughout this time. The most 
dynamic and animated numbers of Act I, like 
“Be-In (Hare Krishna)” and “Hair”, were not 
the only numbers that maintained this en-
ergy — some of the most intimate ones, like 
“Frank Mills”, kept it alive by adding a flavor 
of charm and intimacy. Close to the end of 
Act I, when the Tribe was burning their draft 
cards and performing a soul-shaking dance, 
my breath stopped for a second and I was 
fixed in place by the performance-induced 
goose bumps.

Just when I thought that the show could 
not get any more exciting, sneaky Destiny 
decided to play a mischievous game with 
the cast and turned off the microphone of 
one of the performers during “White Boys” 
in Act II. These situations are usually tricky 
to handle, but the Berklee cast took advan-
tage of their bad luck. Instead of letting 
the singer continue without a working mi-
crophone, one of the cast members ran on 
stage and gave a hand microphone to the 
singer, which made the performance enter-
tainingly spontaneous and professional at 
the same time. The musical number ended 
with a standing ovation and the audience 
inviting the cast to repeat the number by 
shouting “Do it again!”

During the tear-jerking finale of the mu-
sical, “The Flesh Failures (Let the Sunshine 
In)”, I kept wondering what it was about these 
students that made me like their adaptation 
of Hair so much. They were fantastic actors, 
dancers and singers, no doubt about that 
— but there was something else about their 
performance, which energized the Berklee 
Performance Center that night. When they 
invited the audience members to the stage 
after the curtain call, laughing and rejoicing 
in the afterglow of their work, I finally real-
ized the reason. What really made the show 
spectacular was the fact that the performers 
did not force the story — they enjoyed the 
show through their characters so effortlessly 
and sincerely that it was impossible to dis-
tance myself from those characters’ fates.

And I’m not the only one who thought 
so. My friend Ta, known for her talkative 
demeanor, went to see the show with me 
and sat quietly for the first 30 minutes, not 

saying a single word. I got worried that she 
was bored by the show, but just as the ac-
tors started performing the heartfelt number 
“Ain’t Got No”, she threw her hands in the air 
and smiled as widely as ever:

“Denis,” she looked at me and said, “this 
is so great.”

Hair: the American tribal 
Love-rock Musical

Directed by rene Pfister

Berklee’s Musical theater 
Ensemble and Musical 
theater Orchestra

7:30 p.m. April 26, 2013

Berklee Performance Center

musiCal Review

Berklee’s adaptation of the famous musical Hair
A moving and dazzling performance

JoHn glaSS

A scene from Berklee College’s adaptation of Hair.
Berklee’s adaptation of 
Hair had a particularly 
strong emotional and 
moral impact.

JaMeS BriDgeS

(From left) Writer and director Jeff Nichols, Jacob Lofland, Matthew McConaughey, 
and Tye Sheridan on the set of Mud.

PHoTo CourTeSy of iCeBerg inTeraCTive

StarDrive is great for ship and fleet design, but other aspects of the game are in need of improvement.

video game Review

4X game with a one-man development team
StarDrive isn’t ready for prime time

PHoTo CourTeSy of Zer0SuM gaMeS

StarDrive, a recently released space-based 4X-RTS hybrid game.A
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Bombing suspect 
reveals original plot
Brothers had July 4, suicides in mind
By Eric Schmitt, Mark Mazzetti,  

Michael S. Schmidt,  
and Scott Shane

The New York Times

WASHINGTON  — The surviv-
ing suspect in the Boston Marathon 
bombings told FBI interrogators 
that he and his brother had con-
sidered suicide attacks and striking 
on the Fourth of July as they plotted 
their deadly assault, according to 
two law enforcement officials.

But the suspect, Dzhokhar Tsar-
naev, 19, told investigators that he 
and his brother, Tamerlan, 26, who 
was killed in a shootout with the po-
lice, had ultimately decided to use 
pressure-cooker bombs and other 
homemade explosive devices, the 
officials said.

The brothers finished building 
the bombs in Tamerlan’s apartment 
in Cambridge, Mass., more quickly 
than they had anticipated and so 
decided to accelerate their attack 
to the Boston Marathon on April 
15, Patriots’ Day in Massachusetts, 
from July, according to the account 
that Dzhokhar provided authori-
ties. They picked the finish line of 
the marathon after driving around 
the Boston area looking for alterna-
tive sites, according to this account.

In addition, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev 
has told authorities that he and his 
brother viewed the Internet ser-
mons of Anwar al-Awlaki, a radical 
American cleric who moved to Ye-
men and was killed in September 
2011 by a U.S. drone strike. There is 
no indication that the brothers had 
communicated with al-Awlaki be-
fore his death.

Tsarnaev made his admission 

April 21, two days after he was 
captured while hiding in a boat 
in a nearby backyard, to specially 
trained FBI agents who had been 
waiting outside his hospital room 
for him to regain consciousness.

After he woke up, they ques-
tioned him, invoking what is known 
as the public safety exception to the 
Miranda Rule, a procedure autho-
rized by a 1984 U.S. Supreme Court 
decision that in certain circum-
stances allows interrogation after 
an arrest without notifying a pris-
oner of the right to remain silent.

The new details about what 
Tsarnaev has told the authorities 
emerged as the FBI moved forward 
Thursday with trying to determine 
how the brothers were radicalized 
and the role that Tamerlan Tsar-
naev’s wife might have played in the 
plot or helping the brothers evade 
the authorities after the attacks.

As part of those efforts, the au-
thorities have sought to determine 
whether fingerprints and DNA 
found on bomb fragments were 
from Tsarnaev’s wife, Katherine 
Russell. According to two other law 
enforcement officials who were 
also granted anonymity because 
they did not want to be identified 
discussing an ongoing investiga-

Bombers, Page 11

The bombs were 
finished quicker 
than anticipated, 
so they accelerated 
their attack.
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unique and enriching opportunity visit or email us... 
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The Tech is looking for enthusiastic students 
to join our new video team.
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Email join@tech.mit.edu

We’re looking for:
• Video editors
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Be an E lectronic 

tion, Russell’s fingerprints and DNA 
do not match those found on the 
fragments.

Federal authorities are skepti-
cal of Russell’s insistence that she 
played no role in the attack or did 
not help the brothers elude the 
authorities after the FBI released 
photos of them. That skepticism has 
been stoked by Russell’s decision 
in recent days to stop cooperating 
with the authorities.

The FBI has also decided to send 
more agents to Russia to assist with 
the investigation, officials said. The 
bureau has been relying on a cou-
ple of agents it has based in the U.S. 
Embassy in Russia to serve as an 
intermediary with the authorities 
there.

U.S. and Russian investigators 
in Dagestan, in the turbulent Cau-
casus region of southern Russia, 
have been trying to determine what 
Tamerlan Tsarnaev did during a six-
month visit to Dagestan last year. 
On Thursday, Rep. William Keating, 
D-Mass., said the investigators be-
lieved that Tsarnaev met with one 
known militant, Mahmoud Mansur 
Nidal, as first reported in the Rus-
sian newspaper Novaya Gazeta.

“I’m comfortable that on that 
trip he reached out to members of 
the insurgency in Dagestan,” said 
Keating, a member of the House 
Homeland Security Committee.

He said there was no evidence 
so far that Tamerlan Tsarnaev had 
succeeded in formally joining the 
insurgency, led by a group calling 
itself the Caucasus Emirate, or that 
he had received explosives training 
in Dagestan.

At a news conference Tuesday, 
President Barack Obama did not 
rule out a foreign link but suggested 
that the Tsarnaev brothers appeared 
to be “self-radicalized” and that lo-
cal, homegrown terrorist plots were 
harder to detect and prevent than 
those originating overseas.

Obama said that U.S. counter-
terrorism efforts had put pressure 
“on these networks that are well-
financed and more sophisticated 
and can engage and project trans-
national threats against the United 

States,” but that “one of the dangers 
that we now face are self-radical-
ized individuals who are already 
here in the United States.”

Investigators believe that the 
views of the two brothers grew more 
radical over time and were influ-
enced at least partly by the Internet 
sermons of Awlaki.

Separately, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev 
has told investigators that he and 
his brother had learned to build the 
pressure-cooker bombs from read-
ing Inspire, the online magazine 
published by al-Qaeda in the Ara-
bian Peninsula. The magazine’s first 
issue — which included an article 
titled “Make a Bomb in the Kitchen 
of Your Mom” — gave instructions 
about how to carry out crude, low-
cost terrorist attacks.

The man officials have identified 
as the creative force behind Inspire, 
a U.S. citizen named Samir Khan, 
was killed in the same missile strike 
in Yemen that killed Awlaki.

The new details of what 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev has told au-
thorities fill out a growing portrait 
of what the grievously wounded 
young man told investigators from 
his hospital bedside.

In the course of questioning him 
about whether he knew of any oth-
er active plots or threats to public 
safety, Tsarnaev also admitted that 
he had been involved in laying the 
bombs that killed three people and 
injured more than 260 at the mara-
thon. He told investigators that he 
knew of no other plots and that he 
and his brother had acted alone. 
He said he knew of no more bombs 
that had not been detonated.

Since then, investigators have 
been seeking to verify Tsarnaev’s 
statements as part of the investiga-
tion into the lives of the two broth-
ers, speaking with people who knew 
them and looking at everything 
from items they left behind in their 
homes and, in the case of Dzhokhar 
Tsarnaev, his dorm room, to the 
lengthy digital trail they left through 
their emails and posts on social me-
dia sites.

William K. Rashbaum and Serge 
Schmemann contributed reporting 
from New York.

Bombers, from Page 10

Federal authorities 
are skeptical of 
Russell’s insistence 
that she played no 
role in the attack.

Obama did not rule 
out a foreign link, 
but the brothers 
appeared to be ‘self-
radicalized.’

Mechanics ReView, a three month 
review of Newtonian mechanics. Un-
like other edX offerings, the course 
is targeted toward high school stu-
dents and physics teachers, who 
will be able to earn education cred-
its through a collaboration between 

edX and the American Association of 
Physics Teachers. The class is based 
on the three-week IAP 8.01 (Physics 
I) Review offered to students that had 
struggled in 8.01 during the fall, and 
was developed by the RELATE (Re-
search in Learning, Assessing and 
Tutoring Effectively) group at MIT.

 —Deborah Chen

EdX, from Page 1
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Looking for a career where you can earn extra 
income? 

Are you dedicated? 
Computer literate? 

And have access to the internet one to two hours a 
week? 

If you answered yes then we have your career waiting for 
you! 

AGR Tools Inc. is currently seeking store 
managers, assistant managers to work your own fl exible schedule!  

If you think you have what AGR Tools Inc. is looking for:

If you are interested and need more information, Please send your 
resumes to hrrecruitagrtoolsinc@gmail.com

Solution to 
Crossword

from page 5

Speak Your Mind
MIT students’ stories on coping with mental illnesses

Active Minds @MIT
http://activeminds.mit.edu/main.html
Contact us
activeminds-exec@mit.edu

Mental Health and Counseling
Third Floor of E23
Schedule an Appointment: 617-253-2916
Walk-in Urgent Hours: M–F, 2–4 p.m.
http://medweb.mit.edu/directory/services/mental_health.html

  

Story Two 
Being fat in the quBeing fat in the queer community is a daily struggle. I obviously do not fit the typical standards of beauty. But in the 
queer community, which is itself already a small subset of the community at large, it is even more difficult. Many feel that 
they need to live up to the queer stereotypes of being bitchy and/or having a great body, and then they project those 
onto others. Even some people outside of the queer community will say: "I love gay boys. They're always in such good 
shape and are way cuter than straight boys," and then look at me like I'm an exception, because I'm not in good shape 
and Iand I'm not cute. Or, like I don't even belong in the queer community. Others think that they have good intentions and 
will comment on the ""good looks"" of others when I'm right there, too, which clearly means I am not good-looking, and 
my self-esteem (what little is left) takes another hit.
   Plus, it's much harder to date or hook-up in the queer community when you're fat. Many use okcupid or grindr to ac-
complish these goals, but my experiences have yielded no positive responses. The responses I do get range from the 
benign ("You're just not my type, sorry.") to the blunt ("I'm not into fatties" or "I'm not a chubby chaser.") to the malicious 
("Ew, why would *you* ask me that?" or "You've got to be kidding!"). And all this after a simple "Hello" or "How are you 
doing?" So much of seeking out relationships or hook-ups has to do with that first impression, where people look over 
your body and judge whether or not they want to even engage in that initial conversation.
   I've been at MIT for a few years now, and I have not hooked up with anyone at MIT. The one hook-up I have had (that 
I now regret) was on a particularly desperate night of craigslist searching...Plus, I have never had a queer date or a rela-
tionship in my life. 
   Sure, I'm not perfect, and I don't expect to "click" with everyone. But I just wish that people could look past my physi-
cal appearance to see what's inside. Or, preferably, that people could *accept* my physical appearance *and* look at 
what's inside. I already have to deal with people's judging stares and snide remarks as I sit next to them on airplanes and 
on public transportation, as I enter an elevator, and as I order food at an eating establishment. All this could be signifi-
cantly improved if I could have an intimate relationship with someone that could basically counterbalance such negativi-
ty I already have in my life. Can't the queer dating scene be a little better? Can I not die alone?"

Story One
Is there a place where MIT students can go to cry after failing an exam?  I feel so ashamed, embarrassed, unworthy.  I 
want to hide, I want to go somewhere on campus so that I can cry and breakdown.  I feel like no matter how hard I try, no 
matter how hard I study, no matter how much of my life I sacrifice for school, I am not and will never be good enough for 
MIT.  This is a devastating realization.  I must have been admitted on accident. I'm about to cry.

SIPB met with members of the 
ASA Exec this past Monday to dis-
cuss their concerns. As a result, they 
adopted a modified version of the 
governance clause which protected 
certain SIPB property — both digital 
and physical — from being redistrib-
uted as the ASA Exec saw fit should 
it be derecognized. The last line of 
SIPB’s modified clause states that 
“the Board retains the right to sepa-
rate from the ASA in perpetuity.”

Supporting the clause
In contrast, MIT’s Film Club is one 

of the newer student groups on cam-
pus. The governance clause has been 
in its constitution since the group’s 
founding last winter.

“We think that the ASA Gover-
nance Clause is fair; it ensures that all 
student groups are held accountable 
for any infractions of the rules and 
regulations of ASA,” Joseph Elias, the 
president of MIT Film Club, stated. 
“These rules were drafted to ensure 
that student groups, such as the MIT 
Film Club, are accessible to and en-
joyable for the entire student body; 
these groups cost money and use 
up some of MIT’s valuable resources 
and should be held under review for 
infractions of the rules.”

Keeler believes that the clause is 
reasonable, as all groups must agree 
to the ASA’s rules and regulations in 
order to be ASA-recognized in the 
first place.

“The clause has been a require-
ment in constitutions for quite a 
while,” said Keeler. “The clause 
doesn’t really grant additional pow-
ers to the ASA — regardless of what 
a group acknowledges, the ASA is the 

governing body for student groups 
on campus — but having the clause 
in every constitution hopefully en-
sures that groups are aware that they 
are bound by our rules, and are pay-
ing attention to them.” In addition, 
Keeler says that the clause helps keep 
everyone “on the same page.”

ASA secretary Benjamin P. 
Lehnert ’13, also the grandmaster 
of the Assassins’ Guild (an MIT stu-
dent group), believes that the clause 
is justified “because all it does is de-
lineate the powers of the ASA Board, 
which every group that seeks recog-
nition agrees to anyway.”

The ASA does not derive its au-
thority from one place, but rather 
several places at MIT. “The ASA 
serves many roles, and so it derives 
authority from many different parts 
of the Institute,” Keeler explained. 
“For example, our role as the allo-
cators of space to student groups is 
derived from the Dean’s office and 
CAC [Campus Activities Complex]; 
we work with SAO [Student Activities 
Office] and occasionally other offices 
on financial issues; and so on.”

Keeler notes that the ASA gener-
ally likes to let student groups keep to 
themselves.

“We have no particular desire to 
interfere in almost any of the con-
tent of the constitution,” emphasized 
Keeler. “The notable exceptions are 
requirements that MIT offices or we 
have that we think are just good for 
the general health of every student 
group. For example, we require stu-
dent groups to be over 50 percent 
students.”

She added, “I think it’s very much 
within the MIT spirit to have stu-
dent groups governing other student 
groups.”

ASA, from Page 1

Governance clause
Groups uneasy about ASA clause

  Even The Tech needs tech support
       and we r̒e looking for some. join@tech.mit.edu
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Receive savings on most Bose® products, 

including the acclaimed Wave® music 

system III, home entertainment systems, 

headphones and solutions for today’s 

most popular portable music devices.

Bose Wave® music system III

Enjoy lifelike CD and radio music in 
           your home, offi ce or dorm room. 
       Awake to award-winning sound.

  Bose IE2 
audio headphones

Enjoy music and calls 
with high-quality 

audio. StayHear® tips 
for greater stability 

during exercise and 
other activities.

Bose SoundLink®

               Wireless Mobile speaker

         Music. Whenever. Wherever.
       From your mobile phone or any 
                Bluetooth® device.

       Bose is pleased 
                          to offer special savings 
 for all students, employees 
                           and retirees of M.I.T.
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©2012 Bose Corporation. Delivery is subject to product availability. � e Bluetooth® word mark and logos are 
registered trademarks owned by Bluetooth SIG, Inc., and any such use by Bose Corporation is under license.
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Please direct all inquiries to the “M.I.T. Purchase Program.”

ONLINE-ONLY 
REAL ESTATE AUCTION
To Settle Estate
Two-Unit Multifamily Residence 
Cambridge, MA
Ends Wednesday, May 22nd at 6:00 PM 

24 Kelly Road, Cambridge, MA: Paul McInnis, 
Inc. has been retained to sell this property to 
settle a local estate. The property consists of an “up and down” duplex 
residence totaling approximately 2,428± square feet on a 0.11± acre city 
lot in the Cambridgeport neighborhood. The first floor unit has an “Old 
Cambridge kitchen” with built-in hutch, enclosed porch, and hardwood 
floors. The second unit is a multi-level unit on the second and third 
floors, with 2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, a full kitchen (with a 1950’s 
breakfast nook) and a dining room, an enclosed porch, and is also set up 
for central air. Each unit has a gas furnace and is separately metered for 
gas and electricity. There is an existing garage on the property, with an 
oversized driveway and yard space. 

The timed, online-only auction will begin Saturday, May 11th  
and end Wednesday, May 22nd, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. Subject to  
all terms of sale.

Property Inspections: Two open house previews will be offered for 
property inspections on Saturday May 11th from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
and Wednesday, May 15th from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

For a property information  
package with terms go to  
www.paulmcinnis.com
Lic. #AU205 - (800) 242-8354 - Ref. #13PM-28

Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

Solution to 
Sudoku
from page 6

6 2 3 1 5 4
3 5 6 4 2 1
1 3 4 2 6 5
5 1 2 6 4 3
4 6 1 5 3 2
2 4 5 3 1 6

Solution to 
Techdoku

from page 6

1 8 2 9 6 3 5 4 7
4 3 6 5 8 7 2 1 9
9 5 7 2 1 4 8 6 3
7 6 5 3 9 2 1 8 4
2 1 4 8 7 5 9 3 6
8 9 3 1 4 6 7 5 2
5 2 8 6 3 9 4 7 1
6 7 1 4 2 8 3 9 5
3 4 9 7 5 1 6 2 8

We wear many hats at The Tech

Which will you choose? 
email join@tech.mit.edu
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Getting help is as easy as 1, 2, 

ü  For	  an	  appointment:	  Call	  617-‐253-‐4861	  
ü  New	  Walk-‐in	  hours	  in	  5-‐104:	  
	  	  	  	  	  9:00-‐10:30	  a.m.	  and	  2:00-‐3:30	  p.m.	  
	  	  
Don’t	   forget	   to	   take	   advantage	   of	   the	   many	  
resources	   available	   for	   academic,	   social	   and	  
personal	  support.	  	  
	  
	  	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Student	  Support	  Services	  has	  tripled	  the	  number	  of	  walk-‐in	  hours	  May	  6th	  –	  May	  17th	  	  

•  S3	  
•  Community	  Wellness	  
•  MIT	  Mental	  Health	  &	  

Counseling	  
	  
	  
	  

•  Housemasters	  
•  GRTs	  
•  Area	  Directors	  
•  Advisors	  

MITogether 
hPp://together.mit.edu	  

	  Working	  together,	  we’ll	  find	  a	  way.	  

Triple	  the	  Tim,	  Triple	  the	  Support!	  

  Nick Hughes
     Founder,
    M-PESA

2013 Legatum Conference:
Visions | Values | Ventures 
May 11, 2013

REGISTER  

NOW
 

and many more... 

http://legatum.mit.edu

Speakers include: 

Brian Cayce
Vice President, 
Gray Ghost Ventures

Audu Maikori
Founder & CEO,
Chocolate City Group

Asif Zahir
Director, 
Ananta Group

Maria Pacheco
Co-owner, 
Kiej de los Bosques

Saturday, May 11th, 2013
Media Lab, 6th Floor (E14)
75 Amherst St. Cambridge, MA

On May 11th, the Legatum Center will convene 

entrepreneurs from developing countries around the 

world—and those who support them—to share stories of 

success & make lasting connections. The conference 

will showcase entrepreneurial visions in emerging 

economies, in diverse areas from finance to fashion. 

Keynote speakers, investors and panels will celebrate the 

values of innovative entrepreneurs who are helping to 

advance broad-based economic progress in low-income 

countries globally. Join us as our speakers, including 

our own Legatum Fellows, present and discuss cutting-

edge ventures in Asia, Africa, Latin America & the 

Middle East.

Tsarnaev’s college 
friends face charges

By Maria Sacchetti  
and Matt Carroll

The bosTon Globe

NEW BEDFORD — Dias Kadyr-
bayev and Azamat Tazhayakov were 
college roommates who clicked with 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, another soccer-
loving immigrant from the former So-
viet Union who, unlike them, blended 
seamlessly into the United States. 
Tsarnaev spoke perfect English and  
knew where to shop and how to have 
a good time.

‘’He knew the system,’’ said Rob-
ert G. Stahl, Kadrybayev’s criminal 
lawyer. ‘’He knew how to go purchase 
things, where to go in college, what 
to do. So they gravitated toward each 
other.’’

The nature of that friendship came 
under sharp scrutiny Wednesday in 
Boston, where the men faced charges 
in two federal courtrooms, first in im-
migration court, where they had an 
initial hearing on possible deportation 
to their native Kazakhstan in Central 
Asia. Then in the afternoon, federal 
officials charged the roommates and 
a third man, a US citizen from Cam-
bridge, with helping cover up their 
friend’s alleged role in the Boston 
Marathon bombings.

In immigration court Wednes-
day morning, lawyers for Kadyrbayev 
and Tazhayakov sought to portray the 
19-year-olds as mere acquaintances 
of Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, who speaks 
fluent Russian and also 19 and in 
the same sophomore class at UMass 
Dartmouth.

Lawyers said the Kazakh men were 
engineering majors whose extremely 
low grades were endangering their 
student visas. Kadyrbayev was ex-
pelled after the fall semester because 
of low grades, a university official said.

One of Tazhayakov’s lawyers said 
in immigration court Wednesday 

that Tazhayakov was reinstated after 
switching his major to economics.

‘’It’s a simple student violation’’ 
of their visas, said Linda Cristello, a 
Boston immigration lawyer, after the 
initial hearings in immigration court.

In Kazakhstan, Kadyrbayev’s fa-
ther Murat recently told the online 
Kazakh news site Tengrinews.kz 
that his son got excellent grades in 
high school and ‘’knew Tsarnaev’’ 
in college and hung out with him 
sometimes.

But federal officials offered a dif-
ferent portrait of Kadyrbayev and 
Tazhayakov — and a third friend, 
Robel Phillipos of Cambridge, in the 
criminal allegations against them 
Wednesday in US District Court.

Federal agents alleged that Tsar-
naev and the Kazakh men were good 
friends who met in fall 2011 and grew 
closer last year, when Kadyrbayev ap-
parently posted a photograph of the 
three in New York’s Times Square on 
his VKontakte social media page.

Friends and court records said the 
friends went to parties and shared 
dinners and rides to class. Kadyr-
bayev visited Tsarnaev’s home in 
Cambridge and met his family mem-
bers, according to court records.

Two months before the bombings, 
Tsarnaev, Tazhayakov, and others 
gathered on the banks of the Charles 
River and ignited fireworks. One 
month before the bombing, court re-
cords show, Tsarnaev confided in the 
men over dinner that he knew how to 
make a bomb.

It is unclear how Robel Phillipos 
met the two Kazakh men. Phillipos 
and Tsarnaev were in the class of 
2011 at Cambridge Rindge and Latin 
School.

All four men enrolled in UMass 
Dartmouth in 2011, though school 
officials said Phillipos withdrew last 
year.
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By Phil Hess
daper staff

Brandeis University received 
a one-out, walkoff RBI single 
in the bottom of the ninth from 

Liam O’Connor that 
lifted the Judges to 
a 3-2 win over MIT 
in non-conference 
baseball action. 
Brandeis’ starter, 
Mike Swedloff, held 

MIT in check all day and threw 
a complete game, three hitter to 
pick up the victory. Parker A. Tew 
’15 had a pair of hits and scored 
both runs for the Engineers.

MIT (22-9) scored in the first 
when Tew led off the game with 
a single, moved to second on 

a ground out and then came 
around to score when Hayden K. 
Cornwell ’15 delivered a two-out 
RBI single up the middle.

From there, however, Swed-
loff was in complete control for 
Brandeis (15-20) and did not al-
low another hit until Tew singled 
with one out in the eighth inning. 
The only other run that the Engi-
neers could come up with was 
an unearned tally in the third 

inning. With one out, Tew drew 
a walk and then moved over to 
second on a sacrifice by James R. 
McKinney ’13. Tew then came all 
the way around to score when a 
ground ball to first off the bat of 
Creed J. Mangrum ’14 was mis-
played for an error.

For MIT, Nicholas J. Locascio 
’16 gave up just one hit over the 
first two innings before Brandeis 
broke through for a run in the 
third inning. Brandeis’ Pat Sea-
ward led off with a single and 
moved up a base on consecu-
tive ground outs to shortstop. 
O’Connor then came up with 
the two-out RBI, getting a single 
through the right side to make 
it a 2-1 ball game. Locascio fin-
ished by going six innings and 

scattering eight hits, surrender-
ing just one run while striking 
out two.

Michael A. Wymer ’16 took 
over for Locascio and walked 
Dylan Britton from Brandeis to 
start the inning. After getting sac-
rificed to second, Britton moved 
to third and then scored on a pair 
of wild pitches to tie the game.

Brandeis threatened in the 
eighth inning, getting a pair of 

one-out singles that brought in 
Henry Zhu ’13 from the bullpen. 
Hsu relieved the Engineers by 
getting a pair of ground outs to 

end the imminent threat, but ran 
into trouble in the ninth inning. 
Zhu struck out the first hitter he 
faced but then gave up a double 

to Chris Ferro before O’Connor 
picked up the game-winning hit 
and his second RBI of the game 
to end the matchup.

By Charlotte Brackett
daper staff

At the conclusion of the 2013 
New England Women’s and Men’s 
Athletic Conference (NEWMAC) 

Track and Field 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s 
at Springfield Col-
lege on Saturday, 
Michael S. Kaba 
’16 was named the 
NEWMAC Rookie of 

the Year for his performances at 
the meet. This is the second year 
in a row that an MIT athlete has 
received the award.

Kaba started the day off with 
a second place finish in the 110 
High Hurdles with a new MIT 
freshman record of 14.94 and 
went on to win the 400 meter Hur-
dles with a time of 53.63, earning 
the NEWMAC meet record and 
another MIT freshman record. 

He was also part of the winning 
4x100 meter relay that earned a 
season-best time of 42.52.

All-Conference accolades 
were handed out at the cham-
pionships to those who finished 
in first and second place in each 
event. Kaba was named to the 
First Team for the relay and the 
400 meter Hurdles, and the Sec-
ond Team for the 110 High Hur-
dles. MIT collected a total of 31 
All-Conference nods (17 for the 
men, 14 for the women) en route 
to defending their NEWMAC ti-
tles. The men claimed their four-
teenth consecutive win, while 
the women captured their fifth 
straight title.

The Engineers will continue 
their season at the New England 
Division III Championships to 
be held at Colby College in Wa-
terville, Maine, this Friday and 
Saturday.

Upcoming Home events
Saturday, May 4

Men’s heavyweight crew vs. Wisconsin/Dartmouth 

7:30 a.m., Charles River

Monday, May 6

Baseball vs. Suffolk University 4 p.m., Briggs Field

By Charlotte Brackett
daper staff

Just days after winning their 
fifteenth consecutive New Eng-
land Women’s and Men’s Ath-

letic Conference 
(NEWMAC) title, 
four members of 
the MIT men’s 
tennis team were 
selected for All-
Conference honors, 

as announced by the conference 
on Tuesday afternoon. This is the 
second year in a row that four 
players have been selected.

In addition to the two sin-
gles players and one doubles 
team being named to the All-
Conference team, the Engineers 

received three of the five indi-
vidual awards. Head coach Dave 
Hagymas was named NEWMAC 
Coach of the Year, Edwin M. 
Zhang ’14 received NEWMAC 
Athlete of the Year accolades, 
and Larry Pang ’13 was named 
the Tournament Most Outstand-
ing Player. This is the fifth time 
in Hagymas’ eight years at MIT 
that he has won the Coach of the 
Year award.

Zhang and Kevin R. Wang 
‘16 were named to the All-Con-
ference singles team. So far this 
season, Zhang has a record of 
12-5, playing all of his matches in 
the No. 1 position. He wrapped 
up the NEWMAC tournament 
with two doubles wins. This is the 
third year in a row that Zhang has 

received All-Conference nods. 
Wang is 11-2 this season, going 
6-1 at No. 3, 3-0 at No. 2 and 1-0 
in the top spot. This weekend, 
Wang walked away with victo-
ries in both doubles matches and 
at No. 3 singles after winning a 
tiebreaker.

Matthew T. Skalak ’13 and 
Zhang were named to the dou-
bles All-Conference team with 
their record of 4-2 at No. 1.

The list of teams that have 
made it to the NCAA Division III 
Men’s Tennis Tournament will be 
released on Monday, May 6, while 
the list of individuals who will be 
invited will come out on Wednes-
day, May 8. The Engineers have 
made appearances in the last 
seven national tournaments.

MIT baseball falls to Brandeis in ninth inning
Parker Tew scores two runs for the Engineers in Tuesday’s non-conference game

Kaba is NEWMAC 
rookie of the year
Hurdler shines at championships

Men’s tennis earns awards
Four players named to the All-Conference team

elijah Mena—the tech

Edwin M. Zhang ’14 hits a volley in the third set of his match at the No. 1 singles spot on Wednes-
day afternoon. Both he and MIT lost to Tufts. This brings MIT’s overall record to 18-2. Zhang was just 
named the NEWMAC tennis Athlete of the Year.

Vanessa treVino—the tech

Michael A. Wymer ’16 pitches in the 10th inning after the MIt baseball game had been tied by a 
2-run home run from Kendall L. Helbert ’16 in the 9th. The Engineers defeated UMass Boston 4-3 at 
Briggs Field on Thursday, April 25 in the 11th inning after James R. McKinney ’13 hit a walk-off single in 
the bottom of the 11th.

Nicholas Locascio ’16 gave up just one hit 
over the first two innings before Brandeis 
broke through for a run in the third.

The Tech is looking for 
interactive graphic designers 
to join its online media team. 

No experience necessary. We’ll give you the tools to get you started. 

This is a great way to gain valuable job experience, build a strong web 
portfolio, and create designs that will be submitted for national awards.

For more information, email join@tech.mit.edu




