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In Short
The Tech is back on regular publishing 
schedule, with issues every Tuesday and 
Friday!

The Quarter 1 PE classes schedule is 
now online at http://mitpe.com/uploads/
Q1aug232012withfee.pdf. Registration will 
open on Wednesday, Aug. 29 at 8 a.m.

Online class registration will open on 
Aug. 27 at https://registration.mit.edu/.

Send news information and tips to 
news@tech.mit.edu.

jessica l. wass — The Tech

Rebecca J. Greene ’14 and Jessica M. Parker ’15 practice staff spinning on Thursday afternoon in 
front of one of East Campus’s annual construction projects for REX. This structure will consist of a 
spinning, oscillating compartment suspended by the triangular frame.

EC cell phone woes
New antenna systems disrupt service

Harvard area security upped after two rapes
Residents in the area say they do not feel safe; detectives are investigating

Fisher to be heard Oct. 10
MIT & others cite necessity of diversity in brief

Plans for Novartis park 
approved by Cambridge

By Stanley Gill
News ediTor

East Campus residents, has your 
cell phone been on the fritz since you 
moved back in? You’re not alone. 

MIT Information Services and 
Technology (IS&T) has confirmed that 
a hardware failure occurred with the 
cell phone antenna systems  — distrib-
uted antenna system (DAS) — which 
were installed in EC at the end of the 
spring. According to Robyn Fizz, the 
IS&T News Coordinator, IS&T was not 
aware of this issue before The Tech in-
quired about it, but residents have no-
ticed since they started returning last 
week. 

In October, IS&T partnered with 

AT&T to install cell phone antenna 
systems in several locations, intending 
to boost indoor cell signal strength. 
The Tech previously covered the de-
ployment of these antennas in May 
(tech.mit.edu/V132/N26/cellphones.
html). 

When students returned to EC after 
summer housing ended (EC was not 
open for the summer this year), many 
with AT&T phones complained over 
the mailing list ec-discuss about hav-
ing trouble making calls and receiving 
text messages in the building. Their 
phones reported full five bars of ser-
vice, but they were unable to place calls 
or send/receive text messages. Resi-

300 Mass. Ave. project 
on hiatus until fall

On Aug. 6, the Cambridge City Council 
chose not to take action on the zoning petition 
which would approve construction of a new 
life sciences building for Millennium Pharma-
ceuticals at 300 Massachusetts Avenue, imme-
diately north of Random Hall. The petition has 
now expired and lapsed.

Forest City and MIT, the developers of Uni-
versity Park, are expected to file their petition 
again in September. The council would not vote 
on the final petition until October or November.

The lapsed petition would have permitted a 
substantial increase in the density of the pro-
posed building, as well as increases in height. 
The block currently consists mostly of vacant 
storefronts and the All Asia club. Random Hall 
and a gas station are on the south side, with a 
New England School of English dormitory be-
hind Random on the Green Street side. 

The council had three options: to approve 
the petition; to vote it down, which would pre-
vent it from being filed again for two years; or to 
take no action, allowing it to be filed again for 
further consideration. It chose the last.

Community opposition to the building was 
significant, with local residents questioning 
why the building should be allowed to exceed 
agreed-upon height limits that were written 
into zoning. Though the building’s current 
height is a result of a request by the Planning 
Board to increase the building’s height in some 
places in exchange for reducing it in others, 
making it seem less monolithic.

The council’s choice to delay allows them 
to negotiate further with Forest City about 
the specifics of the proposal. Forest City had 
pledged a $1.1 million “community benefits” 
payment to the city, as well as the continuation 
of certain affordable housing guarantees.

For the time being, Random Hall residents 
can look forward to a fall semester without 
massive demolition on their block, but that 
could easily change.

 — John A. Hawkinson

jessica l. wass—The Tech

La Verde’s Market underwent renovations this 
week. The updates to the area near the deli coun-
ter include two new f’real milkshake machines, 
a f’real milkshake cooler, a smoothie machine, a 
new Coke machine, and at least one new coffee 
machine.

By Evan Allen
The BosToN GloBe

CAMBRIDGE — Harvard 
University is on edge and se-
curity has been increased after 
two rapes were reported on its 
normally serene campus area 
on Aug. 10 and Aug. 14.

“It’s crazy. You think that 

a location like this, you’d feel 
safe,” said Lauren Kim, 29, a 
graduate student at Harvard, as 
she walked past the campus to 
her home. “I don’t feel safe.”

Last Friday, historic Harvard 
Yard bustled with tourists tak-
ing pictures, residents cutting 
through, and students gearing 
up for the beginning of the se-

mester, but several people en-
joying the late-afternoon sun 
said the rapes were on their 
minds.

“I just heard about it [last 
Thursday night],” said Mara 
Smith, 21, as she crossed the 
Yard on her way to her boy-
friend’s house in Somerville.

Smith, who regularly vis-

its from Rhode Island, will 
not be walking through late at 
night, she said. “You wouldn’t 
ever think that it would be a 
place where you would feel 
threatened.”

On Aug. 14, a woman was 
raped sometime after 11 p.m. 

By Anne Cai
News ediTor

Last Monday, Aug. 13, MIT and 
13 peer institutions filed an amicus 
curiae brief before the Supreme 
Court of the United States in Fisher 
v. University of Texas, supporting 
the respondent UTexas in the view 
that race could be used as one of 
many factors in a holistic admis-
sions process.

The brief was filed jointly with 

Brown University, University of 
Chicago, Columbia University, 
Cornell University, Dartmouth 
College, Duke University, Harvard 
University, Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, University of Pennsylvania, 
Vanderbilt University, and Yale 
University.

Fisher v. Texas was brought be-
fore the U.S. District Court in 2008 
by Abigail N. Fisher, a white ap-

By John A. Hawkinson
sTaFF reporTer

Novartis has agreed to keep the 
lush green courtyard of their new 
campus open seven days a week, in 
response to requests and feedback 
from the Cambridge Planning Board. 
Last month, their previous proposal 

with weekday-only access was re-
jected by the board. 

The new Novartis courtyard will 
sit between three buildings on their 
new campus at 181 – 211 Massachu-
setts Avenue, on the east side of the 
street. It will be bounded by Mass. 

Cell amps, Page 13

Rapes, Page 13

Fisher, Page 13

Novartis, Page 15

 thE DAILY                         Your guide to residence EXploration, p. 8–12

FrI: 84°f | 66°f
Sunny

SAt: 80°f | 64°f
Party cloudy

Sun: 79°f | 63°f
Partly cloudy

WEAthEr, p. 2

SECtIonS
World & Nation . . .2
Opinion . . . . . . . . .4
Campus Life  . . . . .5
Fun Pages . . . . . . .6
Arts . . . . . . . . . . .14
Sports . . . . . . . . .16

IS thE mEAL pLAn 
Worth thE buCk?
How could you benefit 
from skipping MIT’s 
meal plan?  
oPiNioN, p. 4

It’S LEGItImAtE! noW JuSt ‘Shut 
thE WhoLE thInG DoWn!’
Todd Akin’s expression highlights an extreme 
— but existing — position. Thus, this airing of 
views is just responsible campaigning and not 
misrepresentation. oPiNioN, p. 4

pErFECtIon oF ImpErFECtIon
Embracing life’s imperfections.  
CAMPuS LiFE, p. 5

rAvAGED: It’S GooD EnouGh
Vehicles are could, but could be great. 
ARtS, p. 14

ArE You A pro At 
mIt SurvIvAL?
Believe it or not, you 
probably need to sleep. 
And eat. 
CAMPuS LiFE, p. 5



2 The Tech Friday, August 24, 2012

n
a

t
io

n
 w

o
r

ld
 &

 n
a

t
io

n
 w

o
r

ld
 &

 n
a

t
io

n
 w

o
r

ld
 &

 n
a

t
io

n
 W

o
r

ld
 &

 N
a

t
io

N
 w

o
r

ld
 

By david E. Sanger
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — International 
nuclear inspectors will soon report 
that Iran has installed hundreds of 
new centrifuges in recent months 
and may be speeding up produc-
tion of nuclear fuel while negotia-
tions with the United States and its 
allies have ground to a near halt, 
according to diplomats and experts 
briefed on the findings.

Almost all of the new equip-
ment is being installed in a deep 
underground site on a military 
base near Qum that is considered 
virtually invulnerable to military 
attack. It would suggest that a boast 
by senior Iranian leaders late last 
month — that the country had add-
ed upward of 1,000 new machines 
to its installation despite Western 
sabotage — may be true.

The report will also indicate, ac-
cording to the officials familiar with 

its contents, that Iran is increasing-
ly focused on enriching uranium to 
a level of 20 percent — a purity it 
says it needs for a specialty nuclear 
reactor used for medical purposes, 
but that outside experts say gets it 
most of the way to the level need-
ed to produce a workable nuclear 
bomb. The report does not attempt 
to address the question of whether 
Iran has made a decision to build a 
nuclear weapon; U.S. intelligence 
officials believe it has not.

It is unlikely that Iran has begun 
to use the new centrifuges to pro-
duce fuel, and even with signifi-
cant increase in fuel production it 
would still take months, at the least, 
to produce a crude weapon. By 
most U.S. government estimates, 
Iran would need at least two years 
to develop a workable warhead that 
could fit atop a missile.

Nonetheless, the report by 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency’s experts, first reported by 

Reuters, is likely to renew the de-
bate over Iran’s intentions at a time 
when Israeli officials are stepping 
up their warnings that the window 
to conduct a pre-emptive military 
strike is closing.

A faction led by Israel’s defense 
minister, Ehud Barak will almost 
certainly argue that Iran has moved 
closer to what Barak calls a “zone 
of immunity,” a point at which so 
much equipment is installed in the 
underground facility, called For-
dow, that it will soon be too late to 
stop Iran from producing a weap-
on, should it choose to do so.

The report could also become 
an issue in the presidential race. 
The presumptive Republican nom-
inee, Mitt Romney, used a trip to 
Israel last month to declare that 
President Barack Obama had wast-
ed time with fruitless negotiations 
with Iran, and that Iran had taken 
advantage of the time to advance 
its nuclear program.

By richard a. oppel Jr.  
and Graham Bowley

The New York Times 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Even as 
attacks by Afghan security forces 
on NATO troops have become an 
increasing source of tension, new 
NATO data shows another sign of 
vulnerability for the training mis-
sion: even greater numbers of the 
Afghan police and military forces 
have killed each other this year.

Afghan soldiers or police of-
ficers have killed 53 of their com-
rades and wounded at least 22 oth-
ers in 35 attacks this year, according 
to NATO data provided to The New 
York Times by officials in Kabul. By 
comparison, at least 40 NATO ser-
vice members were reported killed 
by Afghan security forces or others 
working with them.

Both figures fall under what of-
ficials call insider attacks, and both 
numbers have climbed sharply 
over the past two years, Western 
officials say. 

But while officials say a vast ma-
jority of attacks on Western forces 
are born out of outrage or personal 

disputes, the Afghan-on-Afghan 
numbers are said in larger part to 
reflect a greater vulnerability to in-
filtration by the Taliban.

Further, there are concerns 
about cultural clashes within the 
rapidly expanding Afghan forces 
themselves, Afghan and NATO of-
ficials say, raising questions about 
their ability to weather the coun-
try’s deep ethnic and factional 
differences after the NATO troop 
withdrawal in 2014.

“Three decades of war can 
play a pivotal role in the internal 
causes,” said Maj. Bashir Ishaqzia, 
commander of the Afghan Na-
tional Police recruitment center in 
Nangarhar province. He said one 
of the biggest challenges for the 
army and police forces was a last-
ing “culture of intolerance among 
Afghans, as well as old family, trib-
al, ethnic, factional, lingual and 
personal disputes.”

Afghan and U.S. officials said 
Thursday that some explanations 
for the rising number of Afghan-
on-Afghan attacks were intuitive: 
There are about three times as 
many Afghan security force mem-

bers as there are NATO and U.S. 
troops, and only a portion of the 
Afghan forces regularly work side 
by side with Western troops. So 
insider attacks figure as a lower 
percentage of killings within the 
Afghan forces, or green-on-green 
attacks, than they do in Afghan-on-
Western violence, known as green-
on-blue attacks.

Still, officials noted a growing 
concern about the issue. In a news 
conference Thursday addressing 
Afghan attacks on Western forces, 
Gen. John R. Allen, commander of 
U.S. and NATO troops, confirmed 
that Afghan-on-Afghan discipline 
breakdowns were seen as an inten-
sifying problem.

“Indeed, the Afghan casualties 
are higher than ours in this regard,” 
he said, speaking to Pentagon re-
porters by satellite from Kabul.

In the briefing, Allen provided a 
new perspective on the insider kill-
ings of NATO troops. 

Previously, military officials 
had said that only about 10 percent 
of such attacks could be blamed on 
Taliban infiltration or imperson-
ation of Afghan security members. 

Big income losses for those 
near retirement

Americans nearing retirement age have suffered dispro-
portionately after the financial crisis: Along with the declin-
ing value of their homes, which were intended to cushion 
their final years, their incomes have fallen sharply.

The typical household income for people 55 to 64 years 
old is almost 10 percent less in today’s dollars than it was 
when the recovery officially began three years ago, according 
to a report from Sentier Research, a data analysis firm that 
specializes in demographic and income data.

Across the country, in almost every demographic, Ameri-
cans earn less today than they did in June 2009, when the re-
covery technically started. As of June, the median household 
income for Americans was $50,964, or 4.8 percent lower than 
its level three years earlier, when the inflation-adjusted me-
dian income was $53,508.

—Catherine rampell, The New York Times 

Manufacturing in China  
slows even further

HONG KONG — The Chinese economy, it seems, is stuck 
in a nasty rut.

A closely watched barometer of China’s economic perfor-
mance — a monthly survey that measures the conditions in 
the giant manufacturing sector — slumped sharply in August, 
offering one of the earliest glimpses of how the month has 
been progressing. The prognosis, judging by a preliminary 
reading of the survey published Thursday, was poor.

The purchasing managers’ index, released by HSBC, 
sagged to 47.8 from 49.3 in July, the lowest level since late last 
year. That dashed hopes that conditions in the sector would 
stabilize, or even edge up slightly, during August. Analysts de-
scribed the reading as “disappointing,” “alarming” and “just 
awful.” A reading below 50 indicates contraction; above 50 
indicates growth.

“The unexpectedly big drop more than reversed the gain 
seen in July,” Yao Wei, a China economist at Societe Generale 
in Hong Kong, said in a research note. “A drop of this magni-
tude and a level significantly below 50 unambiguously spells 
trouble.”

—Bettina wassener, The New York Times 

New York Fed sells last of its 
AIG bailout bonds

The government is one step closer to shedding its burden 
from the financial crisis.

The Federal Reserve Bank of New York on Thursday sold 
the last of the risky bonds that were acquired as part of the 
2008 bailout of the American International Group. In all, such 
sales generated $9.4 billion for taxpayers.

The deal “marks the end of an important chapter — our as-
sistance to AIG — that was undertaken to stabilize the finan-
cial system in the midst of the financial crisis,” William C. Dud-
ley, the New York Fed’s president, said in a statement.

While the government has reached another milestone in its 
efforts to unwind the bailouts, taxpayers are still responsible 
for the crisis-era programs. The Treasury Department owns a 
roughly 53 percent stake in AIG, which it is hoping to whittle 
down through a succession of stock sales. The government 
also owns big stakes in General Motors and Ally Financial.

“It’s mostly symbolic,” Henry T. C. Hu, a professor at the Uni-
versity of Texas School of Law, said of Thursday’s announce-
ment. “It harkens back to this extraordinary intervention.”

Nearly four years later, AIG remains one of the most visible 
reminders of the crisis.

In 2008, the insurer nearly collapsed, prompting the gov-
ernment to provide a $182 billion lifeline. 

—michael J. De La merced, The New York Times 

Signs found that Iran is speeding 
up work on nuclear program

Allies: attacks on Afghan troops 
by colleagues rise sharply
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Situation for noon Eastern time, Friday, august 24, 2012
Extended Forecast
today: Clear and warm with a high of 84°F (29°C).
tonight: Partly cloudy with a low of 66°F (19°C).
tomorrow: Partly cloudy and cooler, with a high near 80°F 

(27°C) and low near 64°F (18°C). 
Sunday: Partly cloudy and humid. High in the upper 70°s F 

and low near 63°F (17°C).
Monday: Cloudy with a chance of thunderstorms. High 

near 81°F (27°C). Low near 68°F (20°C).

Weather

By Shaena Berlin
sTAFF meTeoroLogisT

As summer winds down, 
it ushers along more moder-
ate temperatures. Cambridge 
should see highs in the lower 
80s and lows in the mid-60s 
over the next few days, with 
scattered clouds.

“Moderate” does not de-
scribe the weather in much of 
the rest of the nation. Florida 

is preparing for Tropical Storm 
Isaac, which is expecting to 
intensify into a hurricane be-
fore it reaches the coast on 
Monday. Wildfires continue to 
burn in one of the West’s worst 
fire seasons ever recorded. Re-
cord rain in Las Vegas yester-
day resulted in flash-flooding. 
Overall, weather-related inci-
dents have severely impacted 
agriculture and strained miti-
gation resources this summer.

Moderate weather in 
Cambridge; extreme 
elsewhere
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By Steven Erlanger
The New York Times 

PARIS — Vacation is over early 
this year in the eurozone, with 
Greece and its shaky future back 
on the table and Spain waiting in 
the wings to ask for help from Eu-
ropean bailout funds.

The political debate in Germa-
ny over the euro has resumed at a 
heated level, Italy is preparing for 
a spring election and the new So-
cialist government of France must 
come to grips with how it will meet 
its own deficit targets for next year, 
when growth is close to zero.

“September promises to be 
pretty dramatic in the eurozone,” 
said Megan Greene, director of Eu-
ropean research at Roubini Global 
Economics.

The first problem for eurozone 
leaders is Greece. 

After two rounds of legislative 
elections, the Greeks finally gave 
center-right leader Antonis Sama-

ras enough votes to form a coali-
tion without the leftist party Syri-
za, and he has spent the summer 
trying to find another $14.5 billion 
in spending cuts and new revenue 
over 2013 and 2014 to qualify for 
the next round of bailout money it 
needs to stay solvent.

Samaras, citing an ever deeper 
recession, is asking for two more 
years to get the economy grow-
ing and increase revenue before 
hitting deficit targets. Germany’s 
chancellor, Angela Merkel, seems 
willing to consider it, because she 
is committed to keeping Greece in 
the eurozone.

But with German elections 
next year, there are strong voices 
in her coalition warning against 
yet another bailout — a third, for 
a Greece that never seems to meet 
its deficit targets — and who sug-
gest that a Greek departure from 
the euro is no longer out of the 
question.

To coordinate a response to 

Samaras, Merkel met President 
Francois Hollande of France in 
Berlin on Thursday night for a pri-
vate, working dinner. Hollande is a 
firm supporter of Greece remain-
ing with the euro and a vocal op-
ponent of a steady diet of austerity 
for the suffering countries of the 
European periphery, not to speak 
of his own.

In a brief news conference 
before the dinner, Merkel said 
Greece must stick to its commit-
ments and that she was waiting 
for a report from the international 
lenders known as the troika on 
how Greece was performing. “We 
will, and I will, encourage Greece 
to continue on its path to reform, 
which has demanded a lot of the 
Greek people,” she said.

Merkel said Wednesday that 
for the European Union, Greece 
is “not just about economic ques-
tions, but about deeply political 
questions and thus also about the 
future of Europe as a whole.”

Romney unveils plan for  
energy independence

HOBBS, N.M. — Mitt Romney unveiled an energy plan Thurs-
day that he said would make North America energy independent 
by 2020, at what would be the end of his second term as president.

His plan would allow states more control over the development 
of energy resources on federal lands within their borders, as well as 
aggressively expand offshore oil and gas drilling — including along 
the coasts of Virginia and the Carolinas — as part of a broader effort 
to reach energy independence.

“This is not some pie-in-the-sky kind of thing,” Romney 
said, speaking at trucking facility here. “This is a real, achievable 
objective.”

Using a bar chart behind him to explain his plan, Romney said 
the first bar represented how much oil North America currently 
produces — about 15 million barrels per day — which means that 
the nation still imports about one-third of the energy it uses.

The second bar, he said, represented the 2 million barrels a day 
the country produces from offshore drilling. Other bars were de-
voted to tight oil — oil produced from fracking technology; natural 
gas liquids; biofuels; the oil sands of Canada; and Mexico. His plan, 
he explained, would take advantage of these other resources, and 
thus help boost energy production in North America.

—Ashley Parker, The New York Times 

FCC approves Verizon’s plan to 
buy cable firms’ spectrum

Verizon Wireless on Thursday won Federal Communications 
Commission approval to move forward with its $3.9 billion pur-
chase of airwaves from the country’s largest cable providers.

An FCC panel voted 5-0 to allow Verizon Wireless to expand its 
wireless data networks by tapping into the mostly unused airwaves 
of Comcast, Time Warner Cable, Bright House Networks and Cox 
Communications. The Justice Department approved the agree-
ment last week, but advised that certain consumer-friendly adjust-
ments should be made.

In addition to the spectrum, which Verizon Wireless said it 
would use in its new fourth-generation Long Term Evolution (4G 
LTE) wireless network, the partnership enables the cable compa-
nies to market Verizon services and in some cases sell their own 
services inside Verizon stores. Comcast, for instance, has dis-
patched its sales force to Verizon Wireless stores in 21 markets.

“This purchase represents a milestone in the industry, and we 
appreciate the FCC’s diligent work to review and approve the trans-
action,” Dan Mead, president and chief executive of Verizon Wire-
less, said in a statement.

—Amy Chozick, The New York Times 

Shoe scanners fail tests  
at US airports

WASHINGTON — After spending millions of dollars testing 
four different scanning devices that would allow airline passengers 
to keep their shoes on at security checkpoints, the U.S. government 
has decided for now that travelers must continue to remove their 
footwear, by far the leading source of frustration and delays at the 
airport.

The Transportation Security Administration said it had rejected 
all four devices because they failed to adequately detect explosives 
and metal weapons during tests at various airports. One of the 
scanners is now used in airports in 18 countries.

Last September, Secretary Janet Napolitano of the Homeland 
Security Department raised hopes when she said that research and 
development on scanning machines was progressing and that air 
travelers would eventually be able to keep their shoes on.

But nearly a year later, the TSA, which is overseen by Home-
land Security, said it was not any closer to finding a solution. Lisa 
Farbstein, an agency spokeswoman, would not address why it had 
rejected the devices.

“But overall, the machines we tested didn’t detect all the mate-
rials we were looking for,” she said.

Over the years, the government has tried to streamline airport 
security and cut down on long lines and complaints. Elderly pas-
sengers and children may go through security screenings without 
taking off any clothing. And a prescreening program at 20 airports 
allows approved passengers to keep on their shoes, belt or jack-
ets and does not require laptops and toiletries to be removed from 
carry-on baggage. 

The growing use of full-body scanners also allows travelers to go 
through security lines faster, the government said.

—ron Nixon, The New York Times 

Tobacco companies broke law, 
judge rules

NEW YORK — A federal judge ruled last week that two tobacco 
wholesalers illegally skirted paying millions of dollars in taxes by 
selling truckloads of untaxed cigarettes to retailers on an American 
Indian reservation on Long Island, which then resold them in the 
city at cut-rate prices.

The judgment, which could cost the wholesalers up to $15 mil-
lion in penalties, was the latest victory in a battle that the city and 
state have waged for years to collect taxes on cigarettes sold by 
Indian-owned businesses to non-Indians.

The city has argued that the availability of cheaper cigarettes is a 
public health concern because taxes were in part a way to discour-
age smoking. Cigarette tax stamps are $43.50 per carton in New 
York; thus, a pack of cigarettes — about $12 to $14 — includes $4.35 
in taxes.

Federal law prohibits wholesalers from selling large quanti-
ties of cigarettes without paying state or local taxes on the goods. 
Wholesalers selling to Indian retailers are exempt from paying the 
tax if the cigarettes are resold only to other Indians.

In 2006, the city sued three wholesalers — which buy the ciga-
rettes from the manufacturer and resell them to retailers — for vio-
lating the law.

—mosi secret, The New York Times 

By Jim Yardley
The New York Times 

ISHWARDI, Bangladesh — 
The air thickened with tear gas as 
police and paramilitary officers 
jogged into the Ishwardi Export 
Processing Zone firing rubber bul-
lets and swinging cane poles. Doz-
ens of people were bloodied and 
hospitalized.

The officers were cracking down 
on protests at two garment facto-
ries inside this industrial area in 
western Bangladesh. But they were 
also protecting two ingredients of 
a manufacturing formula that has 
quietly made Bangladesh a lead-
ing apparel exporter to the U.S. and 
Europe: cheap labor and foreign 
investment.

Both were at stake on that March 
morning. Workers earning as little 
as $50 a month were furious over 
a cut in wages. Their anger was di-
rected at the Hong Kong and Chi-
nese bosses of the two factories, 
turning a labor dispute into some-
thing potentially much larger.

“If any foreigner got injured or 
killed, it would damage the coun-

try’s image around the globe,” said 
a police supervisor, Akbar Hossein. 
“We all know the importance of 
these factories and this industry for 
Bangladesh.”

Bangladesh, once irrelevant to 
the global economy, is now an ex-
port powerhouse, second only to 
China in global apparel exports. 
Garments are critical to Bangla-
desh’s economy, accounting for 80 
percent of manufacturing exports 
and more than three million jobs.

But Bangladesh’s manufactur-
ing formula depends on its having 
the lowest labor costs in the world, 
with the minimum wage for gar-
ment workers set at roughly $37 a 
month. During the past two years, 
as workers have seen their meager 
earnings eroded by double-digit 
inflation, protests have become in-
creasingly common.

In response, Bangladeshi lead-
ers have deployed the security tools 
of the state to keep factories hum-
ming. A high-level government 
committee monitors the garment 
sector and includes ranking officers 
from the military, the police and in-
telligence agencies.

“The garment industry is No. 
1 for exports and dollars for the 
country,” said Alonzo Suson, who 
runs the Solidarity Center in Dhaka, 
an AFL-CIO-affiliated labor rights 
group. “Any slowdown of that devel-
opment is a national security issue.”

The Bangladeshi government 
has resisted expanding labor rights 
in a country where the owners 
of about 5,000 garment factories 
wield enormous influence. Factory 
owners are major political donors 
and have moved into news media, 
buying newspapers and television 
stations. 

In Parliament, roughly two-
thirds of the members belong to the 
country’s three biggest business as-
sociations. At least 30 factory own-
ers hold seats in Parliament, about 
10 percent of the total.

“Politics and business is so 
enmeshed that one is kin to the 
other,” said Iftekharuzzaman, direc-
tor of Transparency International 
Bangladesh. “There is a coalition 
between the sector and people in 
positions of power. The negotiating 
position of the workers is very, very 
limited.”

Europeans to debate further aid for 
Greece, encourage path to reform

US oil and mining companies 
must disclose payments

As Bangladesh becomes export 
powerhouse, labor strife erupts

By Clifford Krauss
The New York Times 

HOUSTON — Despite stiff in-
dustry lobbying against it, the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission 
voted 2-1 on Wednesday to require 
U.S. oil and mining companies to 
disclose taxes and other fees they 
pay to foreign governments. The dis-
closures are aimed at curbing cor-
ruption, which is common in some 
major oil-producing nations.

Human rights and business 
transparency groups supported the 
rule, which fulfills a section of the 
Dodd-Frank financial reform law. It 
will apply to about 1,100 companies 
and cover any payment they make 
that is over $100,000, including divi-
dends and construction improve-
ments, beginning in fiscal year 2014.

“Sunlight is the best disinfec-
tant,” said Luis A. Aguilar, a member 
of the commission, quoting the Su-
preme Court Justice Louis Brandeis.

Industry groups have com-
plained that the rule would grant 

advantages to foreign companies 
that do not have to make such dis-
closures, and could potentially force 
U.S. companies to curb operations 
in countries like China, Angola, 
Qatar and Cameroon that prohibit 
public disclosure of certain pay-
ments. The groups lobbied unsuc-
cessfully for an exemption to the 
mandate in cases where foreign 
governments restricted disclosures.

In a separate 3-2 vote, the agen-
cy decided to require companies 
to disclose to shareholders and the 
agency when their manufactured 
goods contain minerals like tin, 
gold and tungsten mined in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. Bel-
ligerent armies in that country have 
committed significant human rights 
violations and often finance them-
selves by selling “conflict minerals,” 
which frequently find their way into 
electronics parts and equipment.

Oil experts said it was difficult 
to know how onerous the payment 
disclosure rule would be since it was 
not yet known how the SEC would 

define some of the requirements. 
Kevin Book, an analyst at ClearView 
Energy Partners, said in a research 
note that the ruling could “impose 
very real competitive challenges 
for U.S. companies,” particularly if 
“compliance leads to disclosure of 
previously secret terms of conces-
sions, leases and production-shar-
ing agreements.”

The energy rule comes at a time 
when U.S. companies are looking 
to take advanced drilling technolo-
gies, initially used to develop do-
mestic shale oil and gas fields, to 
untapped fields in places like China 
and Argentina. 

Business practices in those 
countries often diverge from those 
that are standard in the United 
States.

The American Petroleum Insti-
tute’s chief economist, John Felmy, 
told reporters that the SEC rule 
would force oil and gas companies 
to reveal secret, proprietary infor-
mation about their expenditures 
and bidding strategies.
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Because of a production error, the “Production staff for 
this issue” section of the masthead on Aug. 1, 2012 gave the 
wrong name for the issue’s copy editor. He is Jacob L. Austin-
Breneman ’13, not Jesse L. Austin-Breneman; the latter is a 
current graduate student and not a member of the class of 
2013.

The Aug. 1, 2012 issue’s “In Short” section gave incorrect 

and incomplete information about the location of Hubway 
bicycle sharing stations at MIT. There is a Hubway station 
outside of W11, at 40 Massachusetts Avenue, and at the inter-
section of Main and Vassar Streets, between the Stata Center 
and the Koch Institute (Buildings 32 and 76). There is not a 
station outside Building 9.

In the Aug. 1, 2012 story regarding the Sloan Beehive start-
up incubator, the incorrect URL for the Open Secrets website 
was given. It is opensecrets.org, not opensecrets.com.

CORRECTIONS

LETTERS TO THE EdITOR
Skip the meal plan

Appalled by cost of last year’s new MIT 
meal plan, I decided to learn to cook for 
myself. In two semesters, I saved about 
$2,180.66.* Now I want to encourage MIT 
students to consider if the meal plan is 
right for them.

I believe MIT students can pour their 
own Cheerios and know enough math to 
understand that $12 to $13 for dinner — 
which is more expensive than some local 
restaurants — is way too much.

I was actually on the old meal plan 
my freshman year (and mainly satisfied) 
before it was completely redone. Under-
classmen should check out http://sayno.

mit.edu to understand just how upset 
MIT students and alumni were at the high 
costs, inflexibility, and lack of student in-
put of the current meal plan.

I hope MIT will use student input to 
seriously reconsider its meal plan. In the 
meantime, hear are five benefits of skip-
ping the meal plan:

1.) You can save $$$ for college 
tuition.

2.) You can skip the freshman 15.
3.) You can send a message to MIT 

that their meal plan needs to change.
4.) You can learn to cook with friends.
5.) You can donate some of your sav-

ings to a charity or innovative idea of your 
choice.

I successfully avoided Ramen Noodles 
for all but maybe three times, ate a healthy 
diet, and had over two large boxes of food 
left over at the end of the year. My fresh-
man friends left the dining plan after one 
semester because they found they did not 
even eat all the meals they had purchased.

Do the math. Skip the meal plan. 
Change period is September 2 - 20.

*This is based on the basic 12 meal plan 
from the 2012-2013 school year with a great 
deal of sales shopping. actual savings is un-
derestimated because the cost of extra lunch/
weekend meals with the meal plan is not 
considered. Note: it looks like meal plan pric-
es have actually risen for the coming year.

Jonathan abbott ’14

By Keith Yost
sTaff coLumNisT

Arguing in the Affirmative
Recently, while discussing his views on 

abortion, Todd Akin, a Republican repre-
sentative from Missouri and challenger for 
incumbent Claire McCaskill’s senate seat, 
commented that pregnancy from rape is very 
rare, because “the female body has ways to 
try to shut that whole thing down.”

There is no stress reaction or biological 
response to rape that makes pregnancy less 
likely. Pregnancy from rape occurs with sig-
nificant frequency, and Mr. Akin’s scientific 
ignorance calls into serious question his ca-
pacity to replace Mrs. McCaskill in the U.S. 
Senate.

However, the scientific ignorance of 
one man is not sufficient to discard an en-
tire policy position. The point that Mr. Akin 
was ultimately trying to communicate, that 
there should be no exception for rape in our 
society’s abortion laws, relies in no part on 
the premise that pregnancy from rape does 
not exist. To the contrary — the conclusion 
that there should be no rape exception flows 
naturally from our existing approach to 
abortion.

The basic premise for our abortion laws 
is that there is a conflict between a fetus’s 
right to life and a woman’s right to liberty. 
The pro-life position posits that the life in-
terest is stronger, that it should hold prece-
dence over a liberty interest. The pro-choice 
position posits the opposite. In Roe v. Wade, 
the Supreme Court set a balance on abor-
tion law in this country. As the likelihood of 
a successful pregnancy was lower earlier in 
the pregnancy, and the burden of carrying 
the pregnancy to term more onerous, the 
Supreme Court decided that abortions in 
the first two trimesters could not be banned. 
But, as the burden was less onerous later in 
the pregnancy, and the life interest stronger, 
abortions could be outlawed for the duration 
of the third trimester.

In asking whether there should be a rape 
exception to abortion laws, we must ask in 

what way the circumstance of rape changes 
the balance.

We would regard as barbaric a justice sys-
tem that allowed victims to take vengeance 
on the children of perpetrators. We do not 
punish a thief by executing his three year 
old son. The criminality of the father has no 
bearing on the innocence of his children. 
Why then would we sanction a murder, 
where otherwise we wouldn’t, just because 
the subject is the offspring of a criminal?

The emphasis that pro-choice advocates 
place on cases of rape is part of an unfortu-
nate trend in American political discourse. 
We tend to regard the issue of political rights 
not in the way we should, in the abstract, but 
rather by asking ourselves the question of 
whether or not we like the would-be recipi-
ents of rights, whether or not we think they 
deserve them. And so in every rights debate, 
rather than calmly discussing the issue, we 
race to brand the users of the rights in ques-
tion, with proponents rushing to find exam-
ples of saints, and the opponents rushing to 
find examples of sinners.

This sort of discourse is poisonous, be-
cause it pits society against itself. The em-
phasis on whether or not the individuals 
deserve the rights inevitably leads to political 
speech that demonizes a portion of our citi-
zenry as degenerate, as promiscuous.

No rational mind in this country is “pro-
rape.” But in the aftermath of Mr. Akin’s re-
vealed ignorance, pro-choice advocates 
have seen an opportunity to re-brand the 
issue of abortion as a battle between pro-
rape and anti-rape parties. On the back of 
this convenient fiction, they hope to rewrite 
the balance we have set between life and lib-
erty over decades of debate. But the idiocy of 
Todd Akin is only a reason to re-elect Mrs. 
McCaskill, and nothing broader.

Arguing in the Negative
We agree with the affirmative in saying 

that the question of abortion is about setting 
a balance between the right to life and the 
right to liberty. And we’ll also agree that dis-
cussions of rights should put aside the ques-
tion of whether or not groups of individuals 

deserve rights as unnecessarily divisive. But 
the assertion that the circumstance of rape 
does not change the balance between life 
and liberty is the wrong one. Yes, the life in-
terest of the fetus is unchanged. But the lib-
erty interest is considerably stronger.

One of the key elements to the argument 
against the liberty interest of women is to 
say that if there were substitutes for abor-
tion available, that it would be acceptable 
to ban abortion altogether because the al-
ternatives of contraception (or abstinence) 
would still be available. If women fail to 
make the effort to avail themselves of con-
traception, then the line of thinking goes 
that they regard the prospect of pregnancy 
as non-burdensome.

Without an exception for rape, this argu-
ment reaches a ludicrous extreme. To outlaw 
abortion in all cases but rape is a position 
that at least recognizes the liberty interest 
of women. To outlaw abortion in all cases 
including rape is to claim that the life inter-
est of the fetus, no matter how undeveloped, 
trumps every liberty interest of a woman. It 
establishes a hierarchy of rights that is abso-
lute, in which even the slightest of life rights 
trumps the strongest of liberty rights.

Perhaps, someday, this is the balance 
that society will set. In a democratic society, 
that possibility cannot be discounted. But it 
is clearly not the balance that society wishes 
to set today. And the only way our laws could 
come to reflect that balance is by accident, if 
voters did not realize they were electing men 
and women with such extreme positions.

Mr. Akin’s comments are not a distraction 
from a legitimate position. They are a high-
lighting of an extreme position, one that has 
been widely adopted by Republicans, but re-
mains highly unpopular in the mainstream. 
To publicize Mr. Akin’s abortion policy, and 
the policy of the Republican party is not po-
litical opportunism, it is responsible cam-
paigning. There is no twisting of words or 
misrepresentation — what makes politically 
aware Republicans uncomfortable with Mr. 
Akin’s position is that they know how truly 
and deeply unpopular his views are among 
the national electorate.

Rape exception for abortion laws?
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To Thine own MiT-Self Be True

understanding the perfection of imperfection
How ballet taught me to embrace challenge

By maiko Kitaoka

A survey once asked me to describe my 
perfect day. I had more than one perfect 
day in my mind, as many people probably 
do, but it made me wonder — what makes 
something “perfect” in the first place?

March 14, 2012, also known as Pi Day, is 
etched in my memory forever as the day I 
was admitted into the Institute. 

That day started out as less than ideal. It 
was a Wednesday, which meant that I was 
suffering from mid-week exhaustion as al-
ways. I faced a regular day at school and 
a regular day at ballet training with stan-
dard NYC commuting in between. The day 
passed uneventfully as I anxiously tried to 
keep MIT out of my mind. When one of my 
dance classes was cancelled, I didn’t know 
whether it was a good omen or not — if I 
went home earlier, I could finish my home-
work earlier and sleep for an extra hour or 
two, but that also meant that I would look 
anxiously at the clock, maybe not finishing 
my homework as I waited for 6:28 p.m. that 
night, the time admissions decisions would 
be released. On the train ride home, I made 
a resolution: I would not look at my email 
or MyMIT account or anything MIT-related 
until I had finished enough homework to 
get through the next day at school. I arrived 

home with that resolution firmly planted 
in my mind and tackled the remaining few 
hours of my day. At last, around 10 p.m. I 
finally worked up the courage to see my ad-
mission decision. 

Despite the late hour, the pile of home-
work I had just finished, the dull banality of 
the day, that day is perfect in my mind. All 
because of one small letter from MIT. That 
was all it took to make my day perfect. It 
showed how my hard work had paid off, in 
every possible way. An ordinary day turned 
perfect.

I am no stranger to the challenges lead-
ing to perfection. Before coming to MIT, 
I faced several imperfections for ten years 
while I trained as a pre-professional ballet 
dancer, where perfection and hard work 
were my constant companions. Ballet tech-
nique is very black and white, always right 
or wrong. My feet weren’t strong enough 
for quick little jumps, I couldn’t hold my 
turnout, my lines weren’t cleanly straight. I 
had the necessary flexibility, but not the re-
quired strength. Dancers strive for perfec-
tion, but in the same way that the days lead-
ing up to my MIT acceptance were hardly 
great, the hours and rehearsals in the ballet 
studio are never wonderful either. Howev-
er, after months of rehearsal comes the re-
ward — a performance. No performance is 

ever perfect, despite many wishes, but after 
running off the stage for the last time and 
bowing before a clapping audience, it feels 
perfect and makes all those imperfect hours 
worth my time.

To me, perfection is not, and cannot be, 
as simple as a perfect arabesque or a perfect 
score on the SAT. Perfection is a combina-
tion of several aspects of my life: my fam-
ily, my friends, my hobbies, academics, and 
ballet. A perfect day could be the day my 
dreams come true, or the stormy day I spent 
peacefully reading a good book or laughing 
with my family and friends. 

Now that I’m finally on campus after 
a summer of changes — graduating from 
high school, moving from New York City to 
Indiana where my dad teaches economics, 
not dancing for a few months, preparing 
for college life — I’m ready for the next four 
years of my life to begin. 

At first I wanted these MIT years to be 
perfect, even though I knew that noth-
ing and nobody is perfect. However, after 

taking a step backwards to think, there is 
something perfect about imperfection. 
After experiencing the uplifting result, I 
wouldn’t trade the post-performance exhil-
aration for perfectly smooth rehearsals, and 
I wouldn’t trade my MIT acceptance for an 
easy college application season. Maybe it’s 
a paradox, but perfection comes from im-
perfections. It’s not just about executing 
the perfect arabesque or grand jété, or even 
scoring all A’s and 100 percent on every test, 
every paper, every class. Life is not about 
perfection. The fullness matters most. Take 
full advantage of the many opportunities 
MIT and life throw my way. Stumble a lit-
tle, fall on my face, grit my teeth, and come 
back stronger than ever. Embrace the chal-
lenges. And don’t stew and stress over the 
imperfect scores (or arabesques). It’s all 
part of the road to the perfect experience as 
a person. When I graduate, I want to be able 
to look back at all the imperfections, all the 
failures, and see how they made my whole 
undergraduate experience at MIT perfect in 
the end. 

Fellow freshmen, I hope you’ll take the 
same leap of faith and live with the imper-
fections in all their glory. MIT, we’re ready 
to tackle all you throw at us (we hope). No 
one said the road was perfect, but the end 
can be.

STranger Than ficTion

MiT protips
How to survive MIT with your sanity intact

By Deena Wang
campus life editor

Well, it’s that time again. All you hordes 
of freshman are pouring onto campus, 
bright and unsullied. Some of you fancy 
yourselves engineers, scientists, the bright 
minds of the future. All so innocent, easy 
prey for the dangers lurking behind the in-
stitute’s marble columns. Right now, you 
probably think “p-set” is a dirty word. 

People break down here. They burn the 
candle on both ends until they go up in 
smoke. I have personally born witness to 
one mental dissolution and have heard sto-
ries of many more. 

I am fortunate in that I’ve not suffered 
as much as my comrades. My disposition 
remains cheerful, though weary. I’m mid-
dle-aged in my MIT career, having survived 
freshman year and seen another class do 
the same. Here are some tips I’ve gathered 
to cushion your freefall through the aca-
demic abyss. 

You can’t do everything
At the Activities Midway, you will see 

an entire stadium full of clubs, all vying for 
your attention. Add in sports, UROPs, fra-
ternities/sororities, not to mention classes, 
all which will nag at you throughout the 
year. But, there’s only 168 hours in a week, 
less if you sleep. It’s easy to burn yourself 
out, rushing from crew practice to 8.02 to 
debate club. If you get too caught up in your 
extracurriculars, your grades will suffer — 
and vice versa. Even on pass-no record, you 
don’t want to see a big fat 5th week flag in 
your inbox because you were too busy ma-

chining in MITERS to study for 18.01. It’s 
important to determine your priorities, and 
base your schedule around that. 

Maybe someone can juggle 7 classes, a 
UROP, and sports. That person is probably 
not you. 

make friends
Half the value of an MIT education is 

meeting people who were also accepted to 
MIT. Upperclassmen can help you choose 
classes, and fellow freshmen can be study 
buddies. Just talking to people in your dorm 
will expose you to new areas of knowledge, 
as many experts walk among us. Personally, 
I would never have majored in 6-7 had I not 
met a certain someone in computer secu-
rity. Plus, the best part of college is hanging 
out with like-minded people. The friend-
ships you make here will stick with you for 
the rest of your life. 

You need sleep
MIT students like to say “sleep is for the 

weak.” They cut sleep first when juggling a 
lot of activities, but a lack of sleep decreases 
concentration and efficiency. It’s a vicious 
cycle, staying up late to finish your work, 
but having to take longer to finish your 
work because of it. Even if you sleep nearly 

enough, the sleep debt will build until it’s 
just as bad as missing a night of sleep. 

Caffeine is a common salve, but eventu-
ally, your tolerance builds to snorting lines 
of pure anhydrous caffeine. That kind of 
wakefulness just doesn’t feel good. 

Get some sleep. Otherwise, you’ll start 
hallucinating, and it’s no good to turn in 
your p-set to an illusory box.

Don’t fall into the free food trap
Because of MIT’s reputation, there are a 

lot conferences and talks around here. And 
after each Nobel Prize speech is a catered 
spread, with brownies, cookies, sandwich-
es, fruit — but mostly pizza. There’s even a 
mailing list dedicated to free food. With all 
these calories floating around, it might be 
tempting to forgo the meal plan and be-
come an urban forager, living on leftovers. 
Even though there may be salads and fruit 
plates, most of the time pizza will be the 
only pickings left, which isn’t the healthiest 
option for 24/7 consumption. Eating a stale 
cookie for dinner is only fun the first time. 
Plus, you’ll be at the mercy of the events, 
having to rush from place to place just to 
get ahead of the other students racing for 
the bounty. Be smart and learn to cook. It’s 
a skill that will serve you better in the long 
run. 

Don’t be afraid to ask for help
MIT will get you down, whether from a 

lack of sunlight, a failed test, relationship 
woes, etc. It’s natural to feel stressed out. 
You shouldn’t get caught up in the “macho” 
MIT culture and think you have to be self-
sufficient. If you need help academically, 

tutoring services exist especially for fresh-
men. The Office of Minority Education of-
fers night-time tutoring in all the freshman 
subjects, and you don’t have to be a minor-
ity to go. The math department also has 
general office hours. Fellow students can 
be your best resource; I certainly remem-
ber study groups in which only one person 
knew the information and taught the rest of 
us. Professors allow you to collaborate on p-
sets for a reason. Student Support Services 
provides academic counseling and will ne-
gotiate with professors if you’re too sick to 
take a test. 

For emotional woes, you can begin with 
talking to the friends I told you to make 
earlier. GRTs are your friends and are will-
ing to listen to your problems and help you 
find solutions. MIT Medical has mental 
health resources and therapists for serious 
depression. 

Whatever you do, don’t rely on self-
medicated chemicals to make yourself feel 
good. The buzz might make you feel better 
for the moment, but the crash will be all the 
worse. That path is a sure-fire way to chemi-
cal dependency.

use common sense
I obviously can’t enumerate all the excit-

ing and dangerous activities you might get 
into. I really can’t, because I don’t want to 
be arrested. If you must try something risky, 
think about the dangers beforehand and 
plan accordingly. Having a partner nearby is 
useful for a lot of reasons, and they can call 
for help if you’re in a dangerous situation. 
More important than your project, your 
pride, or your criminal record is your life.

Maybe it’s a paradox, 
but perfection comes 
from imperfections. 

Be smart and learn to 
cook. it’s a skill that 
will serve you better 
in the long run. 
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Unnatural Selection by Meisel, Tonn, and Wang

MICE ARE 
SO CUTE!

I WONDER WHAT
THEY‛RE SAYING...

SQUEE!!

LOOK, THEY‛RE 
SQUEAKING!

SQUEE!!

GRAB MY TAIL AGAIN
AND I‛LL GNAW YOUR
*@#&ING EYES OUT!

SHE TOUCHED ME!
SHE TOUCHED ME!

un
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UPPERCUT by Steve Sullivan

No Stumper by Bruce Venzke
Solution, page 14

ACROSS
1 Pro Bowl org.
4 Removes, in a way
9 Bons mots
14 Arles affirmative
15 Weird
16 Quitter’s cry
17 Indiana Jones quest
18 Diversifies
20 African scavenger
22 “Golden rule” preposition
23 Prefix for body
24 49 Down’s pal
26 Toxic substance
28 Abandons
33 Advocate earnestly
34 Where Dresden is capital
35 Didn’t play
38 Castigates, with “at”
40 Nat __ (documentary 

network, for short)
41 Craft knife name
43 F1 neighbor
44 Stale expression
47 VIP vehicle

48 Boos, as a team
50 Ledger column
53 Force from office
54 Starter for sweet
55 French 101 verb
59 Hue and cry
62 Railroad’s main freight 

lines
65 Director Spike
66 See eye to eye
67 Little Havana locale
68 NASCAR unit
69 Make beans, perhaps
70 Occur next
71 Matisse’s pieces

DOWn
1 Biblical helmsman
2 Unrestrained anger
3 Amazingly successful
4 Political event
5 ’Neath’s opposite
6 Lady of the haus
7 Rafter of fiction
8 Splinter group

9 Hernando’s “Huh?”
10 Tacit
11 Desktop images
12 Disney dog
13 Take hold
19 Invitation to a hitchhiker
21 Orange variety
25 Valuable Scrabble tile
27 Cameo stone
28 Metaphorical carrot
29 Eventful times
30 Quit trying
31 Management
32 Ruckus
35 Merest trace
36 Dough sources: Abbr.
37 Horn sound
39 Guy from Perth
42 Elite social category
45 Also-ran
46 Conceit
48 The Bucket List director
49 Guy from Perth
50 “When You Wish Upon __”
51 Suit fabric

52 Blue toon
56 Massive volume
57 Destroy
58 Frat letters

60 Approach
61 Didn’t toss
63 Crucial
64 Ostrich cousin

by Jorge Cham
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Strangers to Fiction by Deena Wang

Techdoku
Solution, page 14

72× 30×

8× 16+

12× 6 72×

9+ 9+

10+ 3 8×

60×

Sudoku II
Solution, page 14

Sudoku I
Solution, page 14

7 5 3 4
8 2

6 1 7 5 8
1 2 7

1 9 4
8 3 7

3 9 6 1 4
1 5
4 7 3 2

7 5 3 4
8 2

6 1 7 5 8
1 2 7

1 9 4
8 3 7

3 9 6 1 4
1 5
4 7 3 2
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Friday, 
August 24, 2012

19:17—Random Hall
Deep Fried LN2: What’s cold, sweet, 
and covered in batter? Deep-fried ice 
cream! Come marvel at how you can 
create ice cream that doesn’t melt 
when fried. 
21:00-Maseeh Hall
Movie Marathon <IN 3D>: For those 
early birds who would like to check 
out the newest and sweetest home-
entertainment system that MIT 
dorms have to offer, please stop by 
Masseh Hall’s Media Room and 
watch a slew of movies with new 
friends and tons of pizza!

Saturday, 
August 25, 2012

00:00
00:00—EAsT camPUS
ONE LAST HURRAH (Kick off REX 
with us in our courtyard)

01:00
01:30—EAsT camPUS
East Campus: we’re Rushian! (Still 
going strong working on projects!) 

02:00
02:00—EAsT camPUS
As is tradition… (We’re not sure what 
we’re doing either)

06:00
06:00—Senior Haus
Cum, inside, anytime. We’ll show you 
the way around. Available all day, all 
night, ALL REX LONG.

10:00
10:00—Burton Conner
We’re going on an adventure! To a 
land of joy and joyness and fresh fruit! 
(Come to Haymarket!)

12:00
12:00—Burton Conner
I do not like them, Sam I am. I do not 
like green eggs and ham. (You might 
though.)
12:00—EAsT camPUS
East Campus: If you see the state po-
lice, tell them they have the wrong 
state. (Learn our tried-and-true cop-
evasion techniques) 
12:00—Senior Haus
Smear your frosting on it, cover it 
with your sprinkles, stab it with your 
toothpick. Eat it with your teeth. It 
will be delicious.

13:00
13:00—EAsT camPUS
Does anyone else think the smells of 
urine and popcorn are really similar? 
(Explore smells with East Campus) 
13:30—EAsT camPUS
Thanks, CSAIL! (Come build stuff 
with us.) 

14:00
14:00—Simmons Hall
Pasta Eating Contest

14:00—Burton Conner
Food is difficult.
14:17—Random Hall
Letter writing: Come write your first 
letter to home! There will be station-
ary and stickers. You can have all the 
fun, maybe even try your hand at 
calligraphy.

15:00
15:00—Burton Conner
We’re making pies.
15:01—Burton Conner
Come make a glorious weapon out of 
pool noodles and duct tape.
15:30—EAsT camPUS
It’s his thinking spot. (Let us grill for 
you.) 

16:00
16:00—New House
Help La Maison Française prepare 
a scrumptious meal from scratch. 
Faites bouillir, coupez, faites sauter, 
and immersion blend with us. Stick 
around until dinnertime, quand nous 
mangerons. No kitchen experience 
required!
16:00—Senior Haus
Bad Ass Beats in the Band Room. 
Bring your instrument and jramock 
out with your clamock out.
16:17—Random Hall
Boffing Wars with BC: Burton Connor 
challenged you to a Duel; you must 
win to save your honor. It’ll be fun. 
16:30—Burton Conner
THIS IS WAR: use your new, glori-
ous pool-noodle-turned-gloriously-
decorated-sword to (gently) whack at 
your friends.

17:00
17:17—Random Hall
Go Chess!: You’ve likely played 
chess. You may have played go. But 
have you ever played chess and go 
simultaneously?
17:30—MacGregor
Shield Building Workshop: Brave 
freshmen, join us in early water war 
preparation while we build the Moth-
ertower’s resources. Come make a 
shield and paint on a coat of arms, 
your favorite unicode character, 
whatever. No one wants to be a meat 
shield!

18:00
18:00—New House
Need to fulfill that desire to NOM? 
Wanna experiment with an alterna-
tive medium? Come chill with us in 
the NH4 kitchens and create beauti-
ful works of cookie art. Or just come 
to eat. That’s cool, too.
18:00—Next House
It’s been a long day. Relax with some 
wings and new friends in the Next 
House TFL.
18:00—Burton Conner
and now we’re eating them.
18:00—Senior Haus
Give blood to the tree…
18:15—New House
Come eat a home-cooked dinner on 
la maison! Now Zagat rated…
18:30—EAsT camPUS

EC Rush: We don’t think about the 
carbon footprint. (Come build stuff 
with us.) 
18:59—New House
Always wanted to fold a crane? Or 
maybe a stellated icosahedron or 
a 60-piece buckminsterfullerene? 
Come learn to fold something, 
whether you somehow don’t know 
how to fold a paper airplane (read: 
had no childhood) or are looking 
to make and/or contribute to some 
complicate 

19:00
19:00—MacGregor
Fondue Night: Flowing chocolate! 
Come to MacGregor to feast on deli-
cious cookies and fruit like Augustus 
Gloop!
19:30—Next House
Try to outwit your new MIT friends in 
an exciting game of Mafia!
19:30—Burton Conner
Celebrate everything British with tea, 
fish sticks, and custard. Allons-y!

20:00
20:00—Senior Haus
You are cordially invited to join us 
for a splendid evening full of tasteful 
records, sensational billiards, delec-
table cheeses, and exquisite bever-
ages served in the finest of red plastic 
cups. Inappropriate attire requested.
20:00—McCormick Hall
Dessert and Game Night: Come, 
hang out, play board and card games 
and eat some sweet treats. :)
20:14—EAsT camPUS
Sinks in every room, and at just the 
right height! (Get a tour of the fine EC 
amenities.) 
20:16—EAsT camPUS
Detroit: the weak shall be eaten. 
(Come hear stories at East Campus.) 
20:16—EAsT camPUS
Drinking water from my East Campus 
sink: ah, the circle of life. (Lecture on 
the nitrogen cycle @ EC.) 
20:30—Next House
Do you have what it takes to become 
the best pool player in Next House? 
Prove it in a friendly team pool tour-
nament in the always active Next 
House Basement.

21:00
21:00—New House
Need a sugar rush to keep you awake 
all night? Come and eat through our 
piles of fudge!
21:00—Senior Haus
Listen to current residents and crufty 
alums tell tall tales of their times at 
the Haus. Includes such classics as, 
“This One Time, We Taped Pubes To 
That Girl’s Door!” and “Remember 
When We Colored For KenKen?”
21:00—Simmons Hall
Oobleck Pit Sword Fight
21:09—EAsT camPUS
If you don’t get an English name, you 
won’t get mail. (Join in the fun at EC!) 
21:15—EAsT camPUS
Don’t pee in the wood-shop sink. 
(Learn how drains work at east 
campus)

22:00
22:00—Senior Haus
Choose from a selection of films 
meant to satisfy cult connoisseurs 
and novices alike. Even if you’ve nev-
er heard of “Pulp Fiction” and even if 
you’ve been obsessed with “Eraser-
head” since you were seven.
22:00 —Maseeh Hall
Epic Ice Cream Game Night: What 
better way of getting to know your 
new classmates than to find out who 
is that best at…!  Whether it is video 
games, board games or card games, 
stop by Masseh’s Game Room and try 
playing something you are good at or 
learn a new game (wishing for begin-
ners luck).  Win awesome prizes and 

get a brain freeze eating ice cream 
and drinking floats!

23:00
23:00—Simmons Hall
Icebreaker!
23:00—EAsT camPUS
Beyond those transparent horia-
yeayeayeayeayeayeayeayeayea-
yeayeizons. (Come see what makes 
EC so…unique.) 
23:58—EAsT camPUS
Hi everybody! (You shouldn’t be in 
the courtyard anymore.)
23:59—EAsT camPUS
Mengrrrh… (No, really, go away.) 

Sunday, 
August 26, 2012

00:00
00:00—Burton Conner
Let’s get down to business / and sing 
EVERY DISNEY SONG we can think 
of!
00:17—Random Hall
Chess is a Game Best Played with 
Nerf Guns: Tired of the same old, 
boring game of chess? No more! Now, 
just shoot your opponent to stop 
them from making moves. Nerf guns 
will be provided.
00:47—Random Hall
Adventures in Neverland: Never grow 
up! Peter Pan fights pirates, chills 
with mermaids and argues with fair-
ies. We eat all of our favorite child-
hood snacks!

03:00
03:00—Burton Conner
Yes, we’re still singing.
03:03—EAsT camPUS
MMMMMMMOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOEEEE 
JoeJESUS THE RIDE (We’re chilling 
out talking about the good ole days.) 
03:17—Random Hall
RHOP — Random House of Pancakes. 
Why are we up this late? To feed you 
pancakes of course! Pancakes pan-
cakes pancakes pancakes pancakes 
pancakes pancakes. Wow, pancakes 
is a really weird looking word. 

04:00
04:00—EAsT camPUS
She wouldn’t let me go to bed. (The 
rest of us are awake anyways.) 
04:10—EAsT camPUS
Oooh, someone drew a cock on my 
wall. (Come see what “art” means at 
EC.) 

06:00
06:00—Senior Haus
Already broke the November Rule?

09:00
09:17—Random Hall
More breakfast than your body has 
room for! — Read the title. You’re all 
bright kids.

10:00

10:00—Burton Conner
An omelette walks into a bar… #eggs 
#bacon #cheese

11:00
11:00—McCormick Hall
Taste of Cambridge: Come enjoy food 
from some of the many cultures rep-
resented in McCormick and learn 
about some of the great restaurants 
around the Cambridge area.
11:00—Next House
Start your experience at MIT right 
with some tasty food in the beautiful 
Next House courtyard. Enjoy music, 
outdoor activities, and get to know 
the Next House culture.
11:00—Simmons Hall
Carnival
11:00—New House
Feeling hungry for some delicious 
French food?  Look no further. La 
Maison Francaise has crepes; so 
many crepes, in fact, that we can’t eat 

them all ourselves. Come join us for 
some delicious homemade crepes 
and yummy toppings, just in time for 
lunch!
11:17—Random Hall
Did You Say Disney!? You just can’t 
wait to be King. No one will tell you 
no, or where to go, or say you’re only 
dreaming. Come to Loop to redis-
cover tales as old as time and songs 
as old as rhyme. We don’t mind if you 
sing along. We know all of the words, 
too.
11:30—EAsT camPUS
The first lady benches 180 (And the 
president is lighting the grill now.) 
11:30—EAsT camPUS
Oh look  — a common grackle! (Bird-
watching with Pat) 
11:55—EAsT camPUS
The Daily Confusion is dedicated 
to Joshua Bails, class of 2011? Nope. 
2012? Nope. 2013? We love you grand-
dad! (Come meet him at the grills!) 

12:00
12:00—Burton Conner
What’s that you say? Water war is 
Tuesday? No, shut up. We’re building 
weaponry now.
12:00—EAsT camPUS
Yellow hardhats: so we know who’s in 
charge. (Help us build shit.) 
12:00—Senior Haus
Tie a ribbon between two trees, walk 
across it step by careful step, and 
don’t, ever, lose, your, balance.

Baker House

McCormick Hall

THE  
DAILY

On behalf of The Tech, we’d like to welcome the Class of 2016 to MIT! 
You’ll find in the following pages the complete, comprehensive guide 
to this year’s Residence Exploration (REX) events. At MIT, you have the  
special privilege of choosing which dorm you would  like to live in. You 
should engage as much as possible in  the fun events the dorms will 
host, so you can find the people you will love to hang out with for years 
to come.  Visit other dorms even if you are satisfied in your current as-
signment, and remember that the people and  culture of a dorm matter 
more than its physical amenities (or lack thereof). I cannot emphasize 
this enough: the most important decision you will make freshmen year 
isn’t what classes you’ll take or what major you’ll choose; it’s where you 
are going to live! That said, switching dorms  is more than possible, and 
don’t forget that the many  fraternities, sororities, and independent liv-
ing groups (FSILGs) will also be recruiting in a couple weeks. You’ll find 
a similar guide to FSILG events in an upcoming issue. Don’t forget to 
have fun and pepper the upperclassmen with questions!



Friday, August 24, 2012  The Tech 9

12:02—EAsT camPUS
1/4” plywood would have been 
cheaper… (We’re still building shit?) 
12:17—Random Hall
Mexican Roulette: One out of six que-
sadillas has more hot sauce than any 
reasonable person would put in their 
mouth. The question is: are you feel-
ing lucky?
12:30—Simmons Hall
Grill, Fill and Chill
12:45—EAsT camPUS
“I don’t know what Pat’s talking 
about.” “WHAT?!?” (Join the lawn-
chair coalition in the courtyard.) 
12:47—Random Hall
Duct Tape Construction: Come make 
things out of the most awesome ma-
terial know to peoplekind!

13:00
13:00—New House
Have you ever made a bubble with 
your hands? How about a giant one? 
Now you have no excuses, come learn 
how with German House!
13:00—Baker House
Baker House Tours: Come find out 
what it’s like to live in the #1 most 
popular dorm on campus! Get the 
inside scoop from our residents as 
you see our architectural landmark 
of a home and enjoy a taste of hand 
scooped ice cream!
13:00—New House
You have an imagination! We have 

polymer clay! LET’S DO THIS!
13:00—Burton Conner
Tired of burgers? We have ribs. 
13:30—EAsT camPUS
The EC Rush food budget: 60% Greek 
yogurt (Come dine with us.) 
13:30—New House
Calling all hilariously terrible artists… 
;) 
13:31—EAsT camPUS
0g fat, 7g carbs, 24g protein in 1 8 
oz. serving — no wonder we have so 
many concrete blocks! (Now do some 
heavy lifting!) 
13:32—EAsT camPUS
More protein than Pat McDaniel! (Pat 
isn’t going to help you lift anything, 
though.) 
13:47—Random Hall
Crochet and Tea: Yarn + hook -> 
clothes! and tea! Learn how to cro-
chet! Drink tea!

14:00
14:00—McCormick Hall
Smoothies! — We’ve raided Hay-
market so we’ve got tons of fruit and 
ice cream. Come show us your mad 
blending skills by designing your own 
concoction.
14:00—Senior Haus
Your skin is too opaque.
14:17—Random Hall
Liquid Nitrogen Ice Cream: Served 
steaming cold.
14:40—EAsT camPUS

The police noticed our 24-foot struc-
ture might collapse onto our car. They 
told us to move the car. (More things 
to build!) 
14:47—Random Hall
CHEESE: Swiss Cheddar Brie Cottage 
Parmigiano Reggiano Gouda Chevre 
Camembert Provolone Ricotta Col-
by Jack Pepper Jack Monterey Jack 
Mozzarella Muenster Blue Havarti 
Limburger Feta. In the Black Hole 
Kitchen.

15:00
15:00—Senior Haus
Go on a field trip to the Garment 
District to pick up clothes for screen-
printing and tie-dyeing. At this used-
clothing store, you can buy a pound 
of clothes for only ONE DOLLAH 
FITTIE. 
15:00—MacGregor
EVERYTHING AWESOME ALL THE 
TIME ALWAYS: Ice cream truck. 
Bouncy castle. Snow cones. Dunk 
tank. Puppies. What do these things 
have in common? They are awesome. 
The only thing that could make this 
event more awesome is you (and all 
of your new friends)! Be there!
15:00—Next House
Come create your own tie dye shirt, 
enjoy the sound system of the Next 
House Courtyard, and get some exer-
cise with Frisbee, football, and Amer-
ican football!
15:00—Burton Conner
What color is your hair? It probably 
needs more rainbow.
15:01—Burton Conner
Bring your orientation shirts! White is 
boring. Rainbow is the best color.
15:47—Random Hall
MORE COLORS THAN YOUR HAIR 
HAS ROOM FOR! Need more color in 
your hair? We can fix that! 
15:47—Random Hall
Random Jewelry Making: Store 
bought jewelry is so last season. 
All the cool kids are wearing tooth-
brushes and discarded electrical 
components.

16:00
16:00—New House
Help La Maison Française prepare 
a scrumptious meal from scratch. 
Faites bouillir, coupez, faites sauter, 
and immersion blend with us. Stick 
around until dinnertime, quand nous 
mangerons. No kitchen experience 
required!
16:00—Burton Conner
Help us paint our walls; they need 
rainbow too…
16:01—EAsT camPUS
This burger tastes like lighter fluid… 
as is tradition! (Eat our food.) 
16:17—Random Hall
Rocky Horrible’s Singalong Blog: 
Think Dr. Horrible is a beautiful, 
amazing, inviolable work of perfect 
art? Please, please please go some-
where else. Anyone else? Come join 
us in yelling obscenities at a perfectly 
nice Sing-Along Blog that has done 
absolutely nothing to deserve it 

17:00
17:00—Senior Haus
If you’d rather eat out Ken than Barbie 
that’s cool too… plus, tireswinging.
17:17—Random Hall
Nerf Wars: Negotiations have failed. 
The shooting has begun. Both sides 
have vowed to fight to the death, and 
now the moment of glory is at hand. 
Do you have what it takes to be a 
hero?
17:17—Random Hall
DFTBA: Come watch a few vlog-
brothers videos and talk about how 
awesome nerdfighteria never forgets 
to be.
17:30—Next House
Taste a delicious Vegetarian dinner 
for both meat lovers and veggie lov-
ers, all prepared by the Next House 
student group, Next Sustain. This is 
not a meal to be missed.
17:47—Random Hall
Juggling in Enclosed Spaces: What’s 
more fun that throwing brightly col-
ored objects at people? Doing it at 
the same time as fifteen other people 
all packed into a small lounge. Come 
juggle with us! Don’t know how? 
We’re happy to teach you!

18:00

18:00—Senior Haus
Give blood to the tree.
18:00—Baker House
Housemasters Parents Reception: 
Hear from Baker Housemasters Jeff 
and Barbara Hoffman about student 
live at MIT and in Baker House.  Get 
your questions answered and mingle 
with the Housemasters and current 
Baker residents. Dessert and coffee 
will be served.
18:07—EAsT camPUS
The Course 6 majors know to use 3/4” 
plywood. (Help us build or help us 
bitch — your choice.) 
18:15—New House
Come eat a home-cooked dinner on 
la maison! Now Zagat rated…

20:00
20:00—New House
This ain’t your grandma’s game night, 
and there will be snacks! Warning: 
some German Housers may be in-
credibly competitive Uno players.
20:00—McCormick Hall
Fondue Party: Melted chocolate and 
plenty of fruit and sweets to dip, 
what’s not to like?
20:00—Burton Conner
Do you sing, dance, or play music? It’s 
our jam too.
20:15—EAsT camPUS
32 Rush burgers and counting! (Grills 
are still hot — come get your burgers!) 
20:16—EAsT camPUS
“I don’t want any red drank in 
my apple juice!” “Where are your 
standards?” (You can’t have any 
red drank, but you can have some 
lemonade.) 
20:17—Random Hall
Roofdeck BBQ: Meat! Ribs, sausage, 
pulled pork, and more! Come eat, 

talk, eat, and see the awesomness of 
having a roofdeck. And eat! Food of 
the non-meat variety to be served as 
well.
20:17—Random Hall
Let’s build a fort! Build the finest, 
strongest pillow-based fortification 
in all the land.
20:30—Next House
You’ve mastered all the levels on An-
gry Birds on your smart phone… now 
see if you can master the game in real 
life.
20:59—New House
Dominion (Base, Intrigue, Sea-
side, Prosperity)•Settlers of 
Catan•Carcassone•Apples to App
les•Bananagrams•Set•Catchphra
se•3D Twister•Innovation•Space 
Alert•Quiddler•Xactika•Five Crown
s•Pentago•Blokus•Anomia•Bang•Ro
ck Band!!

21:00
21:00—Senior Haus
punxxx out ur clothes (bring your 
own shirt to print, we provide ink, ap-
paratus, and stencil stuff)

21:00—Simmons Hall
Game Night
21:00—New House
You watch those movies just so you 
can sing along.  So skip the movies 
and just sing the songs with us!  No 
musical ability required.
21:17—Random Hall
Edible Knot Theory! Knot theory is 
the branch of mathematics which 
dealing with the different ways that 
you can embed a circle into R^3 it 
provides an important set of exam-
ples for topology and is a popular 
area of mathematical research. Can-
dy is a delicious substance, usual

22:00
22:00—Senior Haus
punxxx out ur clothes (bring your 
own shirt to print, we provide ink, ap-
paratus, and stencil stuff)
22:00—Burton Conner
Tetris: DDR version.
22:00—New House
Will you succumb to Kirby’s vortex 
mouth or get rolled into a katama-

Bexley Hall

Graduate Student Council Events 
Sunday, August 26

17:00 - 19:30
Thirsty Ear Pub Welcome BBQ   [Ashdown Court-
yard (NW-35)]
Join us for great food, music, lawn games, and friends 
old and new! Thirsty Ear is MIT's on-campus pub, 
serving dinner and drinks at grad student prices: 
http://thirsty-ear.mit.edu. *The event is open to 
children, spouses & partners. *Admission open to 
all. Alcohol requires 21+ photo ID (US issued ID or 
passport). *Bar accepts cash & Tech-Cash only.

Monday, August 27

09:00 - 15:30
Grad School 101 [26-100]
This is the first day of the information rich portion of 
Orientation. The program for Grad 101 ranges from 
introductions to the administration, tips from current 
grad students, and where to find personal and profes-
sional support while at MIT. The Program includes 
a breakfast and lunch for attendees, and students 
are welcome to pick and choose sections of the most 
interest to you.
*The event is open to spouses & partners, but is not 
suitable for children.
9:00 am - Welcome
10:00 am - Student voice
10:30 am - Finding your path: Professional & Aca-
demic development during MIT
-LUNCH-
1:00 pm -Student panels
Work/Life Balance: the art of juggling 
What Flavor of Advisor is Best for You: and how do 
you talk to them once you have one
Why You Need Friends: and what to avoid so that 
they stick around
How to Live on a Budget: free food is just the begin-
ning
2:20 pm -Wellness & personal support

16:00 - 18:00
Campus Police Walking Tour [Kresge Lawn]
Long hours are common here at MIT. Come and 
learn the best routes for going home late at night. 
*The event is open to children, spouses & partners.

20:30 -22:00
Couples Restaurant Night [Westgate]
Head to the Westgate lawn for a sampling of lo-
cal international restaurant hors d’oeuvres and to 
meet other partnered graduate students.  Learn the 
best places to go for date night and get advice from 
current coupled graduate students about work/life 
balance.
*The event is open to spouses & partners, but is not 

suitable for children.

Tuesday August 28

10am-4pm
Info Booth [Lobby 10]
The information booth is your one-stop-shop for 
all information about orientation events, and other 
campus services and resources. Orientation event 
tickets may also be purchased here. The MIT-Harvard 
cooperative student store, (COOP) will be present for 
membership sign-up.

11:00 - 12:30
Initiatives Fair [outside 34-101]
Take this unique opportunity to talk to representa-
tives from some of the largest student groups and 
initiatives about how their work relates to you. The 
contacts you make at the initiatives fair may lead you 
to avenues you wouldn’t otherwise stumble upon. 
Whether you start a business, pursue your passions 
in a global setting, lobby for sound science policy, 
or optimize the way your studies are taught you’ll be 
glad you came.
*The event is open to children, spouses & partners.

13:00 - 16:00
Grad School 102 [34-101]
This is the second day of the information rich portion 
of Orientation. The day will start of with tables set 
up to walk around and talk to representatives from 
the different on campus initiatives. Snacks will be 
provided after which we'll have presentations on the 
different things to do at MIT and around Boston for 
fun. Grad 102 will end with presentation of everyday 
resources with plenty of time to ask any questions 
you have.
*The event is open to spouses & partners, but is not 
suitable for children.
11:00 am - INITIATIVES FAIR
-SNACKS-
1:00 pm - ACTIVITIES
2:00 pm - EVERYDAY RESOURCES

18:30 - 23:00
Sidney-Pacific BBQ & Movie Night [Sidney-Pacific]
Come join your fellow students, break ice with new 
friends, and relax with the familiar ones. Treat your-
selves with plenty of free hotdogs, burgers, sand-
wiches, fruits, and juices. Enjoy listening to music. 
Cap it all with a fun and entertaining outdoor movie. 
All in all, start your MIT career with memories that 
you’ll come to cherish forever. *The event is open to 
children, spouses & partners. *Admission open to 
all. Alcohol requires 21+ photo ID (US issued ID or 
passport). *Bar accepts cash only.
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ri??? ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE.
22:00—Baker House
Stargazing: Join the Baker residents 
and a former astronaut and his wife 
(and Baker Housemasters), Jeff and 
Barbara Hoffman, as we admire the 
constellations from our rooftop. 
Make sure to ask Jeff about his time 
as an astronaut while you snack on 
our evening treats!
22:00—Next House
Come make an LED strobe light from 
scratch with the help of the Next 
House student group, Next Make. 
Embrace the MIT way of life by creat-
ing your own inventions rather than 
buying objects from the store!
22:15—EAsT camPUS
Thomas the Tank Engine: still chug-
ging along. (Watch him go!) 
22:17—Random Hall
Crazy Chess Variants: Test your dex-
terity, sanity, and possibly even chess 
skill with some of our favorite, wacky 
variations on chess.

23:00
23:00—EAsT camPUS
Let’s build an igloo! How about a zil-
lion?! (Who knows what we’re build-
ing at this point, but you can help 
regardless.) 
23:04—EAsT camPUS
I would like to tell Kayla to be extra 
nice to Thomas tonight. (Watch him 
go!) 
23:10—EAsT camPUS
Course 2: Clearly all you guys learn 
is how to hit on freshman girls. (You 
can climb on the fort, but it’s at your 
own peril.) 
23:17—Random Hall
All the ponies in this town are CRA-
ZY. Do you like ponies? I like ponies. 
Do you like friendship? I like friend-
ship. Do you like magic? I like mag-
ic. Also, cupcakes.
23:59—Senior Haus
Vicious. Delicious. Tastes like 
chicken.
23:59—Next House
Hungry? We’ve got what you need. 
With a variety of pancake ingre-
dients, all of these pancakes are 
made personally for you in the Next 
House Country Kitchen.

Monday, 
August 27, 2012

00:00
00:00—Burton Conner
Lasers. At midnight. Shoot your 
friends. Shoot your enemies. Shoot 
your frenemies.
00:01—EAsT camPUS
He doesn’t know the Russian word 
for fun because there isn’t one. 
(Come learn Cyrillic!) 

01:00
01:00—New House
Just finished partying? Stop by House 
2 and grab some early morning 
breakfast before heading to sleep 
(if you even plan on sleeping). Pan-
cakes, waffles, fruit, bacon, sausage…
we’ve got it and you know you want 

it!
01:00—EAsT camPUS
Guys, you can’t make fun of Laura 
anymore. (You can, though — try it 
and see!) 
01:17—Random Hall
ALL OF TIME AND SPACE! Come 
along frosh! There will be foods re-
lated to your favorite Doctor. There 
might be foods that are a little wib-
bly-wobbly, like time! (…Or jello! 
Thyme flavored jello?)
01:30—EAsT camPUS
This is unbecoming of a common 
grackle fan! (More birdwatching with 
Pat — yeah whatever we don’t care 
what time it is.) 
01:45—EAsT camPUS
You don’t get Rush. You don’t get 
EAsT camPUS. And no one gets you. 
(We’re headed to the bear cave now, 
but come say goodbye first!) 

03:00
03:00—Burton Conner
Monday morning mafia and muffins! 
Mmm, alliteration is delicious.
03:17—Random Hall
RHOP: Random House of Pan-
cakes: I’m a delicious warm pancake 
smothered in maple syrup. Bite me. 
We have almost as many pancakes 
as the International House of Pan-
cakes, and you don’t have to drive to 

get here. See how much maple syrup 
you can fit on one plate.

06:00
06:00—Senior Haus
Already broke the November Rule?

08:00
08:00—New House
Just waking up/heading to sleep? 
Craving delicious smoothies and 
pancakes? Not enough bacon in your 
diet? The awesome residents of New 
House will be serving up breakfast, 
so come get some!
08:30—Next House
Start the day off right with some tasty 
breakfast, served to you with a smile 

(:

09:00
09:00—Burton Conner
BACON BACON BACON

10:00
10:00—EAsT camPUS
I’m going to be up at 10 am just like 
any fucking morning. (Hahahaha no 
one is awake who are we kidding.) 
10:00—Senior Haus
Make yourself a new face, one that 

not even a mother could love. ALL 
DAY LONG.
10:10—EAsT camPUS
We don’t know what happened that 
Housecomm. (But come see the 
results!) 
10:17—Random Hall
Waffles and Smoothies: Perhaps one 
of the greatest food combinations 
known to mankind, threatening to 
eclipse even the illustrious choco-
late-and-strawberries combination. 
But we’ll have those here too.

11:00
11:30—EAsT camPUS
NOT THE DOUCHEPAD (Yet anoth-
er day has begun.) 
11:35—EAsT camPUS
Come to East Campus to learn exotic 
mating techniques all the way from 
South Carolina! (i.e. the grills are lit) 

12:00
12:00—EAsT camPUS
This is unbecoming of a common 
grackle fan! (Don’t feed your burger 
to the birds!) 
12:30—Random Hall
Housemaster Welcome Brunch: Our 
housemasters are the BEST! Go meet 
them and eat yummy food :)
12:46—EAsT camPUS
“Penis penis penis penis penis penis 
goose motherfucker” — James Ostro
voskiIDon’tKnowTheLastNameUnk
le (Lawnchairs are out! Let the bitch-
ing begin!) 

13:00
13:25—EAsT camPUS
JoeG said we could. (If he keeps his 
word we’ll have painting for you to 
do.) 
13:30—Maseeh Hall
Maseeh Balloon Art in the courtyard.

14:00

14:00—EAsT camPUS
Let me go get my winch! (Oh god no 
please help us distract him.) 
14:00—Burton Conner
Grab a freezie pop and some lem-
onade on your way to the math 
diagnostic!
14:01—EAsT camPUS
How do you spell “winch?” (Now that 
you know Cyrillic, it’s time for Eng-
lish lessons!) 
14:17—Random Hall
Dominate Dominion: Dominion, 
the (many) award winning game by 
Donald X is one of the best modern 
games ever created. If you’ve never 
played before come learn the rules if 
you’ve played a lot... well people here 
have probably played more. (We 
have more than a few 1000+ game 
alums in the dorm). So join us, and 
find your newest time-sink. 

16:00
16:00—Burton Conner
Hopscotch! Jumprope! Sidewalk 
fractals! 
16:00—McCormick Hall
Picture Scavenger Hunt: Divide into 
teams to see who can be the first to 
snap a picture with everything on 
our list!
16:00—New House
Interested in seeing where some 
of the coolest people at MIT live? 
Want to know how we have epic food 
without a dining plan? Come to the 
Taste of New House and sample the 
culinary expertise of the New House 
Residents from every corner of the 
world (except Antarctica).
16:00—Maseeh Hall
MASEEH FLOOR EVENTS LED BY 
GRTS 
16:01—Senior Haus
Picture yourself in a boat on a river, 
with tangerine trees and marmalade 
skies. (bring your own clothing to 
dye)
16:17—Random Hall
It’s BACON! Bacon… Bacon! Where’s 
the bacon?! I smell bacon! Bacon. Ba-
con. Gotta be Bacon. Only one thing 
smells like bacon and that’s BACON!
16:17—Random Hall
Liquid Nitrogen Ice Cream: Don’t try 
this at Harvard.
16:17—Random Hall
Tea and Math: Tea is Warm, cookies 
are sweat, Math is beautiful. Come 
enjoy all 3!
16:30—EAsT camPUS
East Campus: That wall was never 
there. (Your job will probably be to 
put *up* walls, though.) 
16:40—EAsT camPUS
East Campus: Just like any other 
dorm except for all that UFO shit. 
(Start making your some of your 
own!) 

17:00
17:17—Random Hall
Nerdy Singalong: It’s hard to over-
state my satisfaction with how much 
this event is fulfilling in creative way. 
If hopes and dreams are shattering 
apart, remember it’s gonna be the fu-
ture soon, so apply forgetful functors 
to the past and be still alive.

19:00
19:00—New House
The night is so very young, you’re 
hungry, you wanna meet some 
cool MIT people and play some fun 
games. House 2’s got the burgers, 
hot dogs, some fun desserts, drinks, 
and games. Come enjoy it all with us 

in the New House Courtyard with a 
beautiful view of the Charles River.
19:00—New House
We’ll have seasons and seasons of 
German Housers’ favorite TV series. 
Come watch way too many episodes 
before you get distracted by PSETS!
19:00—New House
Lions and tigers and smoothies, oh 
my! Come relax with NH4 and show 
off your origami skillz while sipping 
on smoothies. Fun is mandatory, 
skillz are optional.
19:00—Burton Conner
Muffin madness — bake ALL the 
muffins!
19:01—Senior Haus
Drink fruit smoothies and carouse 
with the fruitiest Senior Haus resi-
dents, hayyy!!! ;) Many sizes of sau-
sage served. Plus, tireswinging.
19:13—EAsT camPUS
“Lady juices” is a Canadian colloqui-
alism for lemonade. We don’t know 
what all the hoopla was about. (We 
have lots of good stories. Have a seat 
and listen.) 
19:17—Random Hall
The Delectable Dessert Pizzaria: 
Tired of regular old boring pizza? 
Tired of bland, unadventurous des-
serts? Well it’s time for you to try 
Dessert Pizza! Come make your very 
own delectable doughy creation, full 
of sugar and spice and everything 
delicious!
19:17—Random Hall
Random Hallsmeade: It’s not quite 
Hogsmeade, but it’s close. Come 
taste a few of the yummy treats you 
read about while we join together in 
our collective quest to destroy the 
dark lord. Butterbeer will be served.
19:33—New House
S’moresssssssss (please come and 
help us eat our marshmallows and 
chocolate)
19:47—Random Hall
(Almost) Life-Sized Settlers of Catan: 
Come play (almost) life-sized Settlers 
of Catan!  Hoard sheep, wheat, iron, 
and brick!  Trade them with your 
neighbors or foil their plans and keep 
everything for yourself.  Build roads, 
villages, and cities!

20:00
20:00—MacGregor
We have Chipotle, a piñata, and a 
PVC bat. What could possibly go 
wrong?
20:00—McCormick Hall
Arts & Crafts: The awesome GRTs of 
McCormick are hosting an arts and 
crafts night. Come decorate a tote 
bag or make something cool to hang 
on your door.
20:00—New House
FOOD. LOTS OF IT. PROBABLY TOO 
MUCH. THIS IS NOT A SUSTAIN-
ABLE LIFESTYLE.
20:16—EAsT camPUS
Vinayak took down that wall in 2002. 
(Come to see to try and catch a rare 
glance of Uncle Vinny.) 
20:17—Random Hall
Boffing on the Roofdeck: Nothing 
says, “Hey, let’s be friends” like a 
foam sword to the abdomen.
20:30—Maseeh Hall
Maseeh Carnival Party
20:30—Burton Conner
Muffin madness — eat ALL the muf-
fins that we just baked!
20:30—Next House
Kick back and relax in the newly ren-
ovated Next House Courtyard. Enjoy 
a movie played on a giant screen and 
s’mores cooked to perfection on a 

Burton-Conner House

East Campus

Maseeh Hall
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cool Boston night.
20:30—Senior Haus
All of us are naked under our clothes. 
Celebrate the human body. Begin-
ning drawers welcome. (Charcoal, 
drawing paper, live model provided.) 
And holy shit, be on time.

21:00
21:17—Random Hall
Chain Mail: Learn to weave metal 
into chains and fabrics! Make armor 
worthy of the thirteenth century! 
Also suitable for badass jewelry.
21:47—Random Hall
Youtube! From autotuned news to 
vlogs to Minute Physics to memes 
to Watsky - come celebrate the 
youtubes!

22:00
22:00—New House
GUYS, WE STILL HAVE TOO MUCH 
FOOD LEFT. EAT IT AND WATCH 
ANIME THAT WILL BLOW YOUR 
MIND, OKAY?
22:00—New House
Part 2 of our overwhelming event — 
a continuation from CPW — we are 
STILL eating and playing games, so 
come join us and be overwhelmed 
by too much delicious food, and lots 
of board, card, and video games.
22:00—Baker House
Skyline: Come dive into orientation 
with the largest party of REX at the 
most social dorm on campus! Over 
500 people last year!  Party with your 
fellow freshmen and residents of 
Baker House!

22:01—Senior Haus
Whether you came with a purpose or 
you’re here by accident, you’re now 
part of the Struggle Bus.
22:17—Random Hall
CS and Juice: You walk down the isle 
at Shaw’s, trying to pick the optimal 
set of juices to buy. You can’t buy 
pomegranate juice without buying 
something sweeter to mix it with, 
like apple or orange, but if you buy 
orange juice, you wouldn’t buy or-
ange mango as well… uh

23:00
23:03—EAsT camPUS
East Campus: No, it’s a fucking shit-
hole, I’ve been there. (Tours are 
probably done for the day. Also it’s 
our party now.) 
23:30—New House
Anyone longing for a WOMBO 
COMBO?! Stop by NH4 5th floor to 
pig out on finger foods and all the 
Smash Bros you could ever want.
23:53—EAsT camPUS
EAsT camPUS — too many cheesy 
snacks. (EC makes you fat, appar-
ently — stop by and see.) 
23:59—Next House
Still awake with nothing to do? Come 
create your own pie in the Next 
House Country Kitchen, or enjoy 
some of the freshly made pizza.

Tuesday, 
August 28, 2012

00:00
00:00—Burton Conner
You like frisbee? You’ll like it more 
now that it glows in the dark.
00:00—New House
What makes a better late night snack 
than the breakfast food you’ll miss by 
oversleeping? Come enjoy all your 
breakfast favorites and chat with 

German House.

01:00
01:00—EAsT camPUS
East Campus: H. B. Cuthbertson wel-
comes you. (Ask Pat about him. Ac-
tually just ask Pat about everything.) 
01:00—EAsT camPUS
East Campus: No vacancy (Come to 
EC and see if *you* can get he police 
called on you.) 
01:47—Random Hall
Spontaneous Dessert Assemblage: 
Try combining Nutella, peanut but-
ter, and bananas. Create a marsh-
mallow-cemented structure of 
graham crackers and Twizzlers as 
a standing testament to your glory 
— until devoured. Or just fry things 
and see what’s delicious. Bring your 
creativity — we’ve got the food 

02:00
02:00—Burton Conner
Coloring, telephone pictionary, and 
noms.
02:02—EAsT camPUS
It’s older than you. You listen to that 
protein. (Party cleanup time — it’s 
probably boring but you can help if 
you want.) 
02:05—EAsT camPUS
We need fewer inside jokes in these, 
you know? (More stories at EC!) 

03:00
03:17—Random Hall
Pillow fight of DOOM! I regret that I 
only have one life to give for this pil-
low fight.

08:00
08:00—Next House
Pick out your own fresh fruit to make 
the smoothie of your dreams to start 
the day off right.
08:00—New House
Just waking up/heading to sleep? 
Craving delicious smoothies and 
pancakes? Not enough bacon in your 
diet? The awesome residents of New 
House will be serving up breakfast, 
so come get some!

09:00
09:00—Simmons Hall
Pancake Breakfast
09:00—McCormick Hall
Morning Run: Morning bridge loop 
led by McCormick residents
09:00—Simmons Hall
Design the Simmons Machine of War
09:30—Burton Conner
What did one pancake say to the oth-
er? See you on the flip side! :D
09:47—Random Hall
AHHHHHHHH the pancakes are at-
tacking! We didn’t know, how could 
we have known? The pancakes were 
ALIVE. You are humanities last hope! 
You must eat the pancakes and save 
the cheerleader (and we all know 
saving the cheerleader saves the 
world). Join the small surviving resis-
tance in celebrating a battle recently 
won over our pancake foes. What 
better way to celebrate victory than 
eating your enemy? Vegan Friendly. 

10:00
10:00—Baker House
Sunrise: The sun really rises at 6:05 
AM, but that’s too early for us. Come 
enjoy our beautiful million-dollar 
view of the Boston Skyline from our 
rooftop while you eat breakfast and 
chat with Baker residents. Our fresh-

ly squeezed orange juice and freshly 
baked waffles will
10:17—Random Hall
Super Powered Marathon! Feel like a 
kid again and watch some of our fa-
vorite super hero cartoons! 

11:00
11:15—EAsT camPUS
If you take my wood I will pressure 
treat your ass. (You can grill all you 
want, but don’t use Pat’s wood.) 
11:40—EAsT camPUS
EAsT camPUS — CAUTION, LEAD-
ership HAZARD (There are way too 
many penises in the courtyard right 
now. Advance with caution.) 
11:45—EAsT camPUS

Pat you motherfucker, we don’t have 
any entries for the past hour because 
you’re fucking around. (Come be en-
tertained by Pat, as long as he’s not 
still hiding in the basement.) 
11:47—Random Hall
Random: The Gathering: The Draft. 
Come draft our custom Magic: The 
Gathering set with our resident Mag-
ic players. If you’ve never cast Global 
Thermonuclear War, now’s a good 
time.
11:47—Random Hall
Wrapping Random Noms: Wrap fill-
ings in wrappers. Eat. Possibly nu-
tritionally balanced. Omnivore, veg-
etarian, and vegan friendly.
11:49—EAsT camPUS
What’s your favorite kind of pickle? 
(You can get more than just burgers 
at East Campus for lunch)

12:00
12:00—EAsT camPUS
Dill. (Ready for lunch? Come over to 
the EC courtyard)
12:02—EAsT camPUS
EAsT camPUS - nitrates totally aren’t 
hydrocarbons (Get a tour of east 
campus. Now)
12:17—Random Hall
Classy Tea: Join the lovely folk of 
Random for a pleasant tea. We’ll 
have tea and all sorts of sweets, pre-
sented in the most adorable manner. 
Think Working!! With a little bit of 
OHSHC. We are not, to our own dis-
appointment, a devil of a butler. We 
do entertain at your leisure, so come 
by Random Hall. 
12:30—New House
Marvel characters are awesome! 
We’ll be watching any of the fol-
lowing at any given time between 
12:30pm and 6:30pm: Iron Man, Iron 
Man 2, The Incredible Hulk, X-Men 
Origins: Wolverine, Thor, Captain 
America: The First Avenger.

12:30—New House
Balloons + Darts = Art?? Express your 
creative side and get a bit of dart 
throwing target practice with NH4 
while decorating an art canvas with 
paint-filled balloons. WARNING: 
AWESOMENESS MAY ENSUE.
12:30—Burton Conner
Help us ready our flags (and our 
ammo) for battle! And paint your 
own coat of arms.
12:31—Senior Haus
Tea, crumpets, and mad hatters. Cel-
ebrate MIT’s inevitable joi de vivre. 
How far down the rabbit hole are you 
willing to go?

13:00
13:00—New House
You don’t need to understand Ger-
man to hear the incest! Or, if you’re 
not interested in incest, come snack, 
hang out, and ask any questions you 
may have about MIT life.
13:00—McCormick Hall
McCormick Carnival: Eat cotton can-
dy or grab a snow cone while reliving 
your childhood with face painting, 
hopscotch and playground games 
like duck duck goose and sharks and 
minnows!
13:00—Next House
Objective: Conquer the enemy base. 
You have a limited amount of time 
to navigate through Next House and 
find and eliminate the enemy before 
the enemy finds you. Good luck.
13:17—Random Hall
Make your own Truffles: Chocolate 
with raspberry! Chocolate with va-
nilla! Chocolate with spices! Choco-
late with mushrooms! Wait…
13:37—EAsT camPUS
I’m not sure I appreciate you rubbing 
my knee and stroking my head at the 
same time…at EAsT camPUS (See if 
you can eat a burger at the same time 
too)
13:47—Random Hall
ASSCARS: The Destiny Dune Buggy 
Challenge Old Toroidal Hallways + 
Electric Buggy + Freshmen + A few 
bandaids and maybe a helmet = Saf-
er than most EC events

14:00
14:00—Senior Haus
Celebrate the cuming of the spring 
through this fertility-dance-and-fin-
gerpaint-your-neighbor’s-bellybut-
ton-pink. Powdered tempera paint 
or liquid, pick your poison.
14:00—EAsT camPUS
James is not a nudist — I’ve seen him 
naked one time. (Sit with us in our 
fort)
14:00—Simmons Hall

Grill, Fill and Chill
14:47—Random Hall
PREPARE FOR WAR: Come join the 
Random faction as we prepare to 
march to victory at the water wars! 
Cover yourself in war-paint! Prepare 
flying aqueous projectiles! Create 
funnelators of doom and deathi-
ness! Unleash your inner berserker! 
Bwuahahahaha.

15:00
15:00—Maseeh Hall
Maseeh Outside BBQ
15:00—EAsT camPUS
Thomas J Wilkason: rookie of the 
year. (Meet our ambitious sopho-
mores in the courtyard)
15:00—New House
Do you sing well? Do you sing not so 
well? Well, either way, we don’t care! 
IT’S GONNA BE AN UNFORGET-
TABLE EXPERIENCE FOR EVERY-
ONE’S EARS! MWAHAHA!
15:00—EAsT camPUS
EAsT camPUS — http://tinyurl.
com/JoeJesus (Learn about history 
from Josh in the courtyard)
15:30—New House
Dreamed of eating l’arc de triomphe? 
Construct your own edible monu-
ment or fortress et puis mange ton 
chef d’ouvre.
15:30—Next House
Prepare for battle against East Cam-
pus in this year’s WATER WAR!
15:30—Senior Haus
“FILL’R UP, JIM!” “I’ll give you thirty 
gallons, Betsy!” “Oh, dear Jim, my 
heart is thumping in anticipation 
for the dramatic fight that will com-
mence in a mere thirty minutes!”

16:00
16:00—EAsT camPUS
Come break up with your high school 
girlfriend at EAsT camPUS (Pat will 
even give you tissues and ice cream)
16:47—Random Hall
You were probably spelling bee 
champions in elementary school. We 
know the type - didn’t miss a single 
letter in ”Czechoslovakia”, never lost 
your patience when the kid in front of 
you had to spell “popcorn” when you 
had to spell “paideia”. Are you ready 
for a challenge of a different sort? In-
stead of struggling through “appog-
giatura”, prepare yourselves for ques-
tions ranging from “write a function 
that searches through an array for 
the first element greater than both 
of its neighbors” to “”write a recur-
sive descent parser for the following 
DSL…” That’s not hard enough, you 
say? Fine. Now you have to spell your 
program out loud. Not enough? Live 

Senior House

Next House

Simmons Hall
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audience! Fearlessly code in front of 
your new peers, earning the respect 
and accolades you surely deserve. 
Come one, come all, and prove your 
programming prowess in the Python 
Bee.

17:00
17:00—Burton Conner
You’re tired from water war. Cel-
ebrate by eating ice cream. 
17:00—Maseeh Hall
Water War
17:17—Random Hall
Have you noticed that burritos often 
have structural failures? Have you 
come to accept that there will always 
be some probability of failure? If so 
you should consider how to best tol-
erate those faults! If you want to learn 
about how to tolerate N faults with 
3N+1 Byzantine Generals…I mean 
Burritos…then this is the event for 
you! Come eat guacamole, southwest 
chile sauce, rice, bell peppers all with 
the assurance that we will properly 
handle failures! Vegan Friendly.

18:00
18:00—EAsT camPUS
I’m not trying to massage your feet; 
I’m trying to tickle them — robj (Our 
fort has couches, sit them them)
18:30—Random Hall
Tuesday Night Talk. Secretly this is 
TNT. But there won’t be any explo-
sions. This is to teach you how not to 
explode at MIT and Random. It’s go-
ing to be great. Seriously.

20:00
20:00—New House
Haven’t had nearly enough free food 
yet? Of course you haven’t! Come 
overload yourself with chocolatey 
goodness. We’ll have real German 
chocolate and even a chocolate 
fountain!
20:00—MacGregor
Come to the MacGregor Rec Room 
for Games Night, where there will 
be tons of entertainment! Poker, bil-
liards, darts, air hockey, ping pong, 
Rock Band, card games, board 
games!
20:00—Burton Conner
Butterbeirut and quidditch
20:00—Next House
Missed your first chance to create 
an amazing strobe light with Next 
Make? This is your opportunity to 
join the members of Next Make for a 
round two of designing and solder-
ing circuits.
20:00—EAsT camPUS
East Campus: the moistest dorm. 
(Ask for a tour of our basement)
20:00—Simmons Hall
Make your own Ice cream Sandwich
20:00—McCormick Hall
Old School Night: Come hang out 
with us, watch classic 90s movies, 
and eat all the best snacks from our 
childhood like Dunkaroos and fruit 
snacks.
20:00—Senior Haus
You’ve been told “how not.” We’re 
here to tell you “how to.”  Our resi-
dent experts have left no crevice un-
explored and no knot untied. They’re 
willing to tell you all about their sex 
lives. MORE SEX THAN YOUR BODY 
CAN HANDLE.
20:16—EAsT camPUS
He was a h8cker boi, she said see 
ya l8er, boi. (Sing songs in the 
courtyard)
20:17—Random Hall

Minihunt: Can’t wait till January for 
the MIT Mystery Hunt? Now you 
don’t have to! We’ve got a puzzle 
hunt right here at Random Hall, to 
satisfy your eager brains.
20:17—Random Hall
Smoothies and Boba and Tea! Oh 
My! Want smoothies? Want tea? 
Want smoothies made of tea? Want 
boba in your smoothies?   Come 
to Random to make your own 
refreshments!
20:17—Random Hall
A Primer on Time Travel: This is the 
event where you learned how to time 
travel. But you probably know that 
already; the version of you reading 
this description has already attended 
this event at REX only to travel back-
wards in time, where you’re now ex-
periencing REX a second time (Or is 
it a third?). 
20:17—Random Hall
Make Your Own Virus Plushie: Come 
learn how to sew your own hepatitis 
B virus plushie! All materials needed 
to make the plushie will be provided. 
Curious what exactly a plush hepati-
tis B virus looks like?
20:53—New House
Dominion (Base, Intrigue, Sea-
side, Prosperity)•Settlers of 
Catan•Carcassone•Apples to App
les•Bananagrams•Set•Catchphra
se•3D Twister•Innovation•Space 
Alert•Quiddler•Xactika•Five Crown
s•Pentago•Blokus•Anomia•Bang•Ro
ck Band!! 

21:00
21:17—Random Hall
Spinning on the Roofdeck: Learn 
and practice the creativity of apply-
ing centripetal force to poi and staff.
21:47—Random Hall
Time Travel: Paradoxes and Models. 
Killing your grandparents isn’t so 
bad in some models of time travel. 
Come talk about such paradoxes 
and how to resolve them. Safety not 
guaranteed.

22:00
22:00—Next House
Wrap up REX right by spending it 
with the student group Next Gamers. 
Beat your friends in Super Smash 
Bros, outwit opponents in Poker, and 
listen to your favorite band in sur-
round sound all while becoming a 
part of Next House.
22:00—MacGregor
Dancing and LAZERZ. We’ll be here 
until 1 am in our Courtyard, will you?
22:00—EAsT camPUS
Have you ever seen a barefoot police 
officer? Think about it. (Put on your 
closed toed shoes and come to the 
Courtyard)
22:00—Burton Conner
SUGAR HIGH: the only thing sweet-
er than all the candy is the beat of the 
sweet, sweet bass!
22:00—EAsT camPUS
I probably never tried a sweet pickle 
by accident. (Forage for food in the 
talbot kitchen)
22:01—EAsT camPUS
I never tried them, ‘cause… I just 
didn’t want to try them. (Eat our food 
in the courtyard)
22:17—Random Hall
Sweet Rave Party Rave-An under-
ground party in which electronic 
music is played, dancing occurs in a 
very free-form fashion. The dress of 
the partygoers is quite unrestrained. 
— Urban Dictionary

23:00
23:00—Maseeh Hall
Chocolate Galore
23:00—EAsT camPUS
Wood shingles and 6x6es. This is a 
bad idea. (Get a practical modern 
joinery lesson from James in the 
courtyard
23:11—Senior Haus
Thousands of rainbow spheres rain 
from the very heavens downward, 
impacting the earth as meteors in 
miniature. They’re bouncy. They’re 
balls. And they’re dropping on you. 
No cameras. 
23:17—Random Hall
S’mores: Gooey, crunchy, chocolat-
ey goodness.
23:59—Senior Haus
Confess your sins and receive Com-
munion. Allow our holy ministers to 
heal your wretched soul.
23:59—EAsT camPUS
I just want a piece of meat instead of 
a fucking ball […] — Robert Johnson 
(Eat a rush burger at Eat Campus)

Wednesday, 
August 29, 2012

00:00
00:00—New House
Watch the Houses of New House 
battle it out at the ultimate baking 
contest. Leave with a taste of sweet 
goodness in your mouth!
00:17—Random Hall
Sleeper’s Anonymous: Sleep is an 
addiction. The first step towards 
overcoming your addiction is ad-
mitting you have a problem. Sleep-
ers Anonymous is a support group 
formed to help people like you over-
come this addiction. Come, and we 
will all fight it together.
00:30—Burton Conner
S’mores and tents on Briggs field... 
we’re going camping and there 
aren’t even mosquitoes!
00:30—EAsT camPUS
No, you don’t live here, I’m calling 
the police! (Meet our east campus 
desk workers)

01:00
01:00—Burton Conner
Battle floating sharks and clownfish 
in the open skies of the Institute.
01:30—EAsT camPUS
If you abstract — whomp — (Take a 
late night tour of East Campus)

02:00
02:00—EAsT camPUS
Oh, I know some football, dude. 
(Come hang out in our courtyard)
02:15—EAsT camPUS
“Not just good. Good enough.” — Hat 
Mike (Learn about engineering trad-
eoffs in the EC Courtyard)

08:00
08:00—New House
Just waking up/heading to sleep? 
Craving delicious smoothies and 
pancakes? Not enough bacon in your 
diet? The awesome residents of New 
House will be serving up breakfast, 
so come get some!
08:30—Next House
Great food for a great day!

09:00
09:00—Burton Conner
You’re in college now so candy for 
breakfast is totally fine. We have lots 
of extra candy from Sugar High that 
we need to get rid of!
09:17—Random Hall
Pancakes: Sometimes, Random Hall 
wants to feed you lots and lots of 
mostly plain pancakes. This is not 
that time. Have you ever had blue-
berry pancakes? Chocolate chip 
pancakes? How about spicy cinna-
mon pancakes?

10:00
10:00—Senior Haus
p o r t m a n t o m f o o l e r y 
bonanzacchanaliareyoureadyyet?

11:00
11:00—Senior Haus
That scene from Princess Diaries 
you’ve always wanted to reenact. 
With better music.
11:00—Burton Conner

Jello wrestling — it’s orange-flavored!
11:00—Simmons Hall
Capture the Flag (try not to get lost 
though)
11:17—Random Hall
Alice in RandomLand: Play cards, 
drink tea, eat sweets and enjoy 
yourself.

12:00
12:00—Senior Haus
Now that you went and got your hair 
dyed at EC and look like a jackass, cut 
it all off.
12:00—New House
Love reading xkcd? Read it with us 
and add your own color to the com-
ics! Lots of colors!
12:10—EAsT camPUS
This is what happens when you let 
a mechanical engineer design wood 
structures. (Come hang out in our 
fort with us)
12:17—Random Hall
Dumpling Hylomorphism Anamor-
phism: the building up of a structure. 
Catamorphism: the consumption 
of a structure. Hylomorphism: both 
an anamorphism and a catamor-
phism. This event? A hylomorphism 
on dumplings. Come learn to make 
them, or just perform a metabolic re-
duction on food. 
12:30—EAsT camPUS
Two non-alcoholic beverages, in 
fact. (Take a tour of our beautiful East 
Campus Murals)

13:00
13:00—EAsT camPUS
EAsT camPUS — FUCK YOU, 
YOU’RE NOT GETTING ANY MORE 
WOOD. (Come chop up trees in the 
courtyard)
13:47—Random Hall
Come Paint Things! Leave your own 
mark in Random Hall by paint-
ing murals with us! No artistic skill 
needed!

14:00
14:05—EAsT camPUS
EAsT camPUS — Kids, that’s not how 
you handle a situation. (Come see 
our project management demon-
strations in the Courtyard)

15:00
15:03—EAsT camPUS
HU U U U U U U U U U U U U U U U U U 
(Learn how to meditate in the East 
Campus Courtyard)
15:27—EAsT camPUS
I’m just the one normal one here, 
okay? (Come get a tour of Old East 
Campus from resident historian Pat)

17:00
17:04—EAsT camPUS
EAsT camPUS — it activates the can-
nabinoid receptors (Come see our 
beautiful courtyard)

20:00
20:16—EAsT camPUS
“Goatmilker?!” “It’s Amy-inspired.” 
(Come learn the names of the resi-
dents of East Campus)
20:20—EAsT camPUS
East Campus: At least our mothers 
think we’re special! (Come hang out 
in our fort!)

21:00
21:41—EAsT camPUS
No more of these grackles. (Come do 
stuff in Talbot)

22:00
22:09—EAsT camPUS
BUDGET. (Come discuss rampant 
corruption at East Campus)

23:00
23:59—Senior Haus
ONLY LIFE CAN KILL YOU

Thursday, 
August 30, 2012

13:00
13:17—Random Hall
Leftover Nitrogen: Eat our ice 
cream, smash our flowers...help us 
run through the rest of our liquid 
nitrogen!

New House

MacGregor House

Random Hall



Friday, August 24, 2012  The Tech 13

Alcohol available for purchase in the Pub; 
21+ w/ govt photo ID required for Pub entry.

O rientation B BQThirsty Ear

Sunday, August 26, 5-7:30 pm
Join us for great food, music, lawn games, and friends!

Open to the entire MIT community
including spouses, partners

& kids. 

The Thirsty Ear is 
MIT’s on-campus 

pub, serving dinner 
and drinks at      

student prices.
 http://thirsty-ear.mit.edu
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Sponsored by:
For more information, 
contact:
teec-officers@mit.edu

Afterparty in the Thirsty Ear Pub 
starts @ 7:30pm

plicant who declared the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin’s admissions 
policy unconstitutional after be-
ing denied admission. The district 
court upheld the university’s deci-
sion, citing the 2003 case Grutter 
v. Bollinger, in which the Supreme 
Court upheld the affirmative ac-
tion admissions policy of the Uni-
versity of Michigan Law School in 
a 5-4 vote. Fisher has since then 
brought her case to the Supreme 
Court, where it will be decided by 
an eight-member Court on Octo-
ber 10, 2012. Justice Elena Kagan, 
who had previously played some 
role in the case as a U.S. Solicitor 
General, withdrew from the case, 
according to SCOTUSblog. 

There have been 73 amicus cur-
iae briefs submitted in support of 
Texas, 17 in support of Fisher, and 
2 in support of neither party, in the 
case that will be reviewed by the 
Supreme Court.

Support for Texas
MIT and the 13 peer institu-

tions’ amicus curiae brief warned 
that “a decision questioning or re-
pudiating the principles in [Grutter 
v. Bollinger] could significantly im-
pair [their] ability to achieve their 
educational missions.” 

These institutions state that 
they “recognized long ago that ad-
missions by purely numerical fac-
tors such as grade-point averages 
and standardized test scores would 
not effectively accomplish their 

broader educational missions.”
“MIT is committed to ensuring 

that our student body reflects a 
robust diversity, enriching our rig-
orous learning environment and 
helping prepare future leaders for 
a complex and heterogeneous na-
tion and world,” said President L. 
Rafael Reif to the MIT News Office. 

Dean of Admissions Stu Schmill 
’86 and Emma J. Teng, MIT Com-
mittee on Race and Diversity co-
chair and Foreign Language and 
Literatures associate professor, 
both emphasized to the MIT News 
Office the importance of having a 
“richly diverse student body” and 
“ensuring that students of all back-
grounds have access to education.”

In addition, a “Brief of Social 
and Organizational Psychologists” 
was submitted in support of the 
respondents and signed by 13 psy-
chologists, including Evan P. Apfel-
baum, a MIT Sloan assistant pro-
fessor and social psychologist. The 
brief argues that “social science 
studies show that diversity leads 
to a more vibrant and productive 
workforce and civic life,” with di-
versity in higher education being 
“a compelling interest.” As such, 
the brief concludes that the holis-
tic admissions process of the Uni-
versity of Texas is specifically de-
signed and necessary to “achieve 
its compelling diversity interest.”

The Obama Administration has 
also submitted a brief supporting 
Texas, stating that affirmative ac-
tion in admissions was necessary 
to achieve “enhanced classroom 

discussion, decreased racial isola-
tion, a robust exchange of ideas, 
exposure to differing cultures, 
preparation for the challenges of 
an increasingly diverse workforce, 
and acquisition of competencies 
required of future leaders.”

Support for Fisher
Among the briefs submitted in 

support of Fisher was one from the 
80-20 National Asian-American 
Educational Foundation and the 
Louis D. Brandeis Center for Hu-
man Rights Under Law, which con-
tained references to MIT. The brief, 
arguing against using race as a fac-
tor in college admissions, cited an 
incident in which “an MIT dean of 
admissions speculated that the ap-
plication ‘looked like a thousand 
other Korean kids with the exact 
same profile of grades and activi-
ties and temperament.’” 

The brief expressed that, be-
cause of such statements of prefer-
ring not to admit “yet another tex-
tureless math grind,” high school 
guidance counselors have had to 
distinguish Asian-American stu-
dents with recommendations like 
“Rachel, for an Asian, has many 
friends,” according to Inside Higher 
Ed.

It also cites as background a 
May 1918 Association of New Eng-
land Deans meeting addressing 
the “rapid increase in the ‘foreign 
element,’ [where] the deans of 
Tufts, Bowdoin, Brown, and MIT 
all expressed concern about the 
growing number of Jews.”

In providing similar stories, 
this particular brief supporting 
Fisher argues that: “(1) race fre-
quently plays a decisive factor in 
college admissions, most greatly 
disadvantaging fully-qualified 
Asian-American students; (2) the 
pretexts employed to limit Asian-
American school enrollment are 
indistinguishable from those uti-

lized to impose quotas against Jews 
throughout much of the past cen-
tury; and (3) the Court should not 
defer to state officials in matters 
relating to racial discrimination.”

Because Kagan stepped out of 
the case, the Supreme Court deci-
sion could come to a 4-4 ruling, 
which would uphold the Univer-
sity of Texas’ admissions policy.

Fisher v. Texas affirmative action case heats up
MIT, 13 peer institutions, and Obama administration submit briefs supporting UTexas

SHErry rEN

Students in Discover Product Design learn about design pro-
cess and techniques, visit local design firms, and design various 
products. Here, they are brainstorming ideas for designing MIT 
related “Keep Calm and Carry On” style posters. 

SHErry rEN

Students in Discover Ocean Engineering test underwater 
vehicles they made earlier this week in the Zesiger Center 
swimming pool. Later this week, they will test their robots in an 
ocean environment at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in 
southern Massachusetts.

in the area of Oxford and Kirkland 
streets, near the university’s science 
center, according to university po-
lice. The victim reported the rape to 
Somerville police. Harvard Univer-
sity and Cambridge detectives are 
investigating.

The attack came just four days 
after another woman reported be-
ing raped in Harvard Yard.

The earlier alleged rape oc-
curred early on Aug. 10, around 
3:05 a.m., as the woman entered the 
Yard through Johnston Gate.

Kim, who lives just blocks from 
where the rapes were reported, said 
she has always felt nervous walking 
home alone because the univer-
sity frequently sends alerts about 
crimes nearby.

She spends late nights studying 
on campus, and her three-block 
walk home has become harrowing.

“I actually run sometimes,” she 
said.

Last Friday, there was a no-
ticeable police presence on cam-
pus, with cruisers stationed at the 
outskirts of the Yard. Harvard has 
increased uniformed and plain-
clothes officers, along with uni-
formed security guards, in the area, 
which sits at the center of Harvard 
Square.

Two rapes in two weeks are un-
usual for the university.

“That [the Aug. 10 attack] was 
the first stranger rape we reported 
in over 12 years,” said Steven Cata-

lano, public information officer for 
the Harvard University Police De-
partment, referring to a sexual as-
sault by someone unknown to the 
victim.

Neither woman was affiliated 
with the university, he said, and the 
attacks do not appear to be linked.

“We’re in the preliminary stages 
of the investigation, but the suspect 
descriptions do not match,” he said.

The attacker in Aug. 14’s attack 
was described in a Harvard Univer-
sity police advisory as a white male, 
5 feet 6 inches, thin, with dark, 
spiky hair. The offender in the Aug. 
10 attack was described as a “very 
tanned” man in his mid-20s with a 
medium build and dark hair.

Catalano said the advisory had 
been emailed to all students, fac-
ulty, and staff at the Cambridge 
campus. It cautions anyone walking 
through campus to do so in groups, 
and to remain vigilant and avoid 
distractions such as cellphones or 
iPods.

“The Harvard University Police 
Department wants to remind stu-
dents, faculty, and staff that we are 
located in an urban setting and 
share many of the crime and safety 
issues that exist in any city,” the ad-
visory states.

“Any time you’re on a college 
campus where there are likely to 
be young people walking around 
by themselves there are going to 
be people who are going to try to 
take advantage; it’s an unfortunate 
reality,” said Kyle Crabtree, 27, as 

he walked through the Yard. “You 
don’t blame the victims, of course, 
you blame the people who are put-
ting themselves in a position to take 
advantage of people.”

Crabtree said he had just moved 
to Boston from Illinois two weeks 
ago to start his post-doctoral work 
at Harvard. He will be keeping an 
eye out for suspicious behavior, he 
said, for his safety and for that of the 
people around him.

Despite the ramped-up po-
lice presence and the heightened 
awareness on campus, some said 
they would be avoiding the area 
when possible.

Liyang Xu, 23, said she used to go 
running late at night from her home 
in Somerville through the Harvard 
campus. No more, she said.

“Nowadays, I feel so insecure,” 
she said, standing in the middle of 
Harvard Yard. Xu said she is in the 
process of applying to Harvard, but 
is not yet a student.

She stopped running late at 
night a few days ago, she said, after 
hearing of other crimes in the area. 
When she learned of the rapes, she 
decided not to start up again. She 
will not be walking alone or after 
dark in the Yard, either.

“I thought the campus is very 
safe,” she said. “It’s on campus, 
it happened twice. That’s not 
normal.”

Anyone with information is 
urged to contact Harvard detectives 
at 617-495-1796 or Cambridge detec-
tives at 617-349-3370.

Fisher, from Page 1

Two rapes in Harvard Yard
Attacks just two days apart; residents feel nervous

Awaiting AT&T signal update
EC residents having cell amps problem; IS&T alerted

dents on several halls, unhappy 
that the antennas were malfunc-
tioning, disconnected power from 
the antennas themselves in order 
to restore service. The antennas had 
been in use since the end of term 
last year and had not previously 
caused problems for residents. 

Fizz said that IS&T is look-
ing into this problem, and they 
will be notified by AT&T when the 
work is complete. AT&T has not 
yet deemed the cell phone an-
tenna system in EC to be officially 
“on-air.”

“The DAS is monitored periodi-
cally by AT&T’s installers while it is 
being optimized. The system has 

been turned on and is available 
for use, but AT&T is still tuning the 
system for optimal performance,” 
Fizz said. “Once the system has 
been optimized to AT&T’s stan-
dards, it will be declared officially 
on-air and will be turned over to 
their network operations center for 
monitoring. We are still waiting on 
a status update from AT&T.”

Rapes, from Page 1

Cell amps, from Page 1
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By Keith Yost
staff writer

Ah, late summer, when a young man’s 
fancy turns to thoughts of actually playing 
one of the dozens of games he purchased 
during the Steam summer sale. The Valve 
Corporation’s talent for making PC gamers 
buy more games than they can ever hope to 
play is a thing of legend, and this year I once 
again found myself in its thrall.

I can’t explain the phenomenon except 
to steal a quote from Warren Zevon (who, in 
turn, likely derived it from a quote of Scho-
penhauer’s):  We buy video games because 
we imagine we are buying the time to play 
them. 

In the mid-to-late summer, when Steam 
comes by to peddle its wares, we are at our 
most vulnerable. The thought of the next 
semester is distant enough to let us delude 
ourselves into thinking there will be time, 
but close enough to give us a sort of subcon-
scious desperation. We are at the height of 
our denial, that apex where we assert a thing 
most fervently because we have begun to 
doubt it ourselves. Shame on you, Valve, for 
preying upon our nascent fears of mortality.

But enough of that. It’s time to salvage 
something out of my psychological weakness 
by writing a game review.

This week, I took a look at one of my sum-
mer downloads that, mercifully, didn’t put 
me one step closer to the poor house. The 
game in question is ravaged, an indie, multi-
player first person shooter (FPS) being devel-
oped by 2 Dawn Games.

Behind the scenes, there are a lot of rea-
sons to root for ravaged’s success. 2 Dawn 
Games is part of a growing group of inde-
pendent developers breaking the mold of the 
games industry. In May of this year, they took 
in $38,768 in Kickstarter donations so that 
they could bypass game publishers and bring 
their game directly to the customer through 

Steam. I played the beta version made possi-
ble by donations, in the hopes that the game 
would prove worthy, and show other devel-
opers that skipping the publishers is a viable 
business path.

In my youth, I played Counter-strike and 
tribes 2, games known respectively for their 
insanely high skill cap and viciously steep 
learning curve. I think W.C. Fields said it 
best:  “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try 
again. Then quit — no use being a damn fool 
about it.”  This is to say, as the result of a trau-
matic childhood, I am a casual gamer when 
it comes to FPSs. I care little for the competi-
tive potential of a game — I care mostly about 
whether or not a reasonably intelligent per-
son can, with minimal experience, avoid be-
ing completely annihilated.

ravaged enters into this scene with a lot 
of competition. It is standing toe to toe with 
the likes of Halo, Call of Duty, Battlefield, and 
a host of other series that cater to the fun-
seeking weekend-playing shooter crowd.

The selling point that ravaged makes is a 
simple one: vehicles. Virtually every casual 
FPS I’ve played falls into one of two catego-
ries. In one, vehicles don’t exist. In the other, 
every match is started with an unseemly race 
to grab one of the tiny number of starting ve-
hicles. Those lucky to have spawned closest 
to the most powerful craft dictate the course 
of the match — those who follow behind on 
foot can only frown in dismay as the pilot of 
their sole aircraft flies it straight from the base 
into the side of a mountain.

There is, however, a third alternative. 
What if there were enough vehicles for ev-
erybody?  What if mounted combat were the 
rule, not the exception? That is the promise 
that ravaged offers: an FPS that puts vehicles 
front and center in the gameplay.

It doesn’t hurt that along the way, rav-
aged ticks the boxes of many other core ele-
ments of a good FPS. The ambience and art 
style are excellent, even if unoriginal. In the 

spirit of raGe, Borderlands, and fallout, 
ravaged drinks deeply from the Mad Max 
cup, placing the player in a familiar post-
apocalyptic western setting. 2 Dawn Games 
adds its own creative twist here and there, 
but the important thing is that the product 
is as graphically polished as any major fran-
chise game, and has a visual style that is an 
asset, not a hindrance to gameplay.

The game is class-based, with each class 
offering different weapons load-outs, and the 
system satisfies both on the basis of variety as 
well as balance. The weapons are satisfying to 
use, and the class choices add a meaningful 
strategy element.

The map pool that has been developed is 
thus far quite good. There is always a Goldi-
locks trick that has to be pulled off with map 
design. The perfect map tries to strike the 
right balance in two areas: the first is the risk-
to-reward ratio, and the second is the extent 
to which secured advantages persist and 
snowball. 

The first area can fall into two extremes: 
maps on which turtling and passive play can 
stave off defeat forever, and maps in which 
games can be won entirely by cheap gambits. 
A good map encourages active play, without 
giving it so many rewards that most games 
are decided by idiotic gambles.

The second area can fall into two ex-
tremes as well: one in which the game is de-
cided by whichever side has the first victory, 
and the second in which the game is decided 
by whichever side has the last victory. A good 
map should set a balance in the way it re-
wards sides that take objectives, such that the 
final outcome of a match feels like the sum 
of all the little victories along the way rather 
than the result of just one or two plays. The 
balance feels a little different across game 
modes and maps, but in most of them rav-
aged has gotten things right.

Where ravaged goes wrong, in my view, 
is that it doesn’t do enough to deliver on the 

original selling point of a vehicle-based FPS. 
The vehicles are indeed plentiful, and they 
set a pace to the gameplay that is unique 
among FPSs, but the variety is sorely lacking. 
Aside from the helicopter and the Stryker, 
most vehicles can be lumped into the cat-
egory of “car with gun attached.” Without 
a diversity of vehicles, it’s rare to see asym-
metric matchups — one vehicle is simply 
the same as another, but better, and the op-
portunities to play to the advantages of your 
own vehicle and exploit the disadvantages of 
another simply don’t exist. Games that lack 
asymmetry tend to have short half-lives, and 
while ravaged’s class system goes some way 
to remedy this, it is a shame it doesn’t use its 
core value proposition to do more on this 
front.

As with all games in beta, the details are 
subject to change. This preview shouldn’t 
be considered a final verdict. As it stands, 
though, 2 Dawn Games has some work to do 
if they want to make ravaged a game worth 
buying. It’s not that the game is bad — I think 
at its core, it offers just as fine an experience 
as any of the big franchise casual shooters. 
But surely ravaged has higher ambitions 
than simply joining the crowd of multiplay-
er shooters, just as its would-be customers 
hope to buy something more than just FPS 
#8 in their gaming arsenal. ravaged has hold 
of an idea that is worth pursuing, that can dif-
ferentiate it from the pack and put it ahead of 
the mainstream.

If you’re looking for a multiplayer PC 
shooter that is different from the rest, keep an 
eye out for ravaged. It’s not there yet, but the 
odds are fairly good it will be by the time it is 
released.

HHH✩✩

ravaged
2 Dawn Games

PC

Beta release

Vehicles for everyone
Mounted combat in Ravaged doesn’t live up to its full potential

solution to Crossword
from page 6

solution to techdoku
from page 7

4 3 2 5 6 1
3 2 1 4 5 6
2 1 6 3 4 5
6 5 4 1 2 3
5 4 3 6 1 2
1 6 5 2 3 4

solution to sudoku I
from page 7

8 1 6 5 2 4 7 9 3
3 9 7 1 6 8 2 4 5
4 5 2 9 3 7 6 8 1
7 6 5 2 1 9 4 3 8
1 3 8 4 7 5 9 6 2
9 2 4 3 8 6 5 1 7
5 8 3 6 9 2 1 7 4
2 7 9 8 4 1 3 5 6
6 4 1 7 5 3 8 2 9

solution to sudoku II
from page 7

7 2 5 9 8 3 6 4 1
4 8 3 5 1 6 7 2 9
6 9 1 4 7 2 5 3 8
1 3 4 6 2 7 9 8 5
5 7 8 1 9 4 2 6 3
9 6 2 8 3 5 4 1 7
3 5 9 2 6 8 1 7 4
2 1 7 3 4 9 8 5 6
8 4 6 7 5 1 3 9 2

ROW FOR MIT! 
 

 
 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 
 

Become a DI varsity athlete in the ultimate team sport! 
 

COME TO THE PIERCE BOATHOUSE (W8): 
 

THUR, AUG. 30th @ 4:00 PM – BOATHOUSE BBQ 
and/or 

WED, SEP. 5th @ 5:30 PM – INFO. MEETING 
 

For more information please contact: 
acbooth@mit.edu 

Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location
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Graduate to HP

Don’t get
caught with 
your high school 
calculator in
a college 
classroom

HP 50g
HP 50g High-End Graphing Calculator was 
developed by engineers for engineers. 
Tackle complex problems in advanced math 
and engineering courses with an extensive 
equation library, multiple equation solver, 
built-in mathematical constants, a range 
of unit conversions, and 3D graphing 
capabilities.

HP 10bII+
HP 10bII+ All-Purpose Financial Calculator 
has every function you need to master 
business, finance and accounting courses 
plus a robust set of statistics, trigonometric, 
algebraic and math functions to carry you 
through general education math and science 
requirements.

For more information, visit www.hp.com/calculators

© Copyright 2012 Hewlett-Packard Development Company, L.P. The information contained herein is subject to change without 
notice. The only warranties for HP products and services are set forth in the express warranty statements accompanying such 
products and services. Nothing herein should be construed as constituting an additional warranty. HP shall not be liable for 
technical or editorial errors or omissions contained herein.

Ave, Albany St., Osborne St., State St., 
and Windsor St., with entrances on 
Mass. Ave., Osborne and Windsor. The 
existing 211 Mass. Ave. (former MIT 
building N42) will be joined by new 
buildings from architects Maya Lin and 
Toshiko Mori. Lin’s building will have 
ground-floor retail on Mass. Ave. and 
Albany St.

At the planning board meeting on 
Tuesday, Aug. 21, Novartis presented 
new hours and slight architectural 
modifications. According to Jeffrey 
Lockwood, a Novartis spokesman, the 
courtyard will be open from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on weekends “as a starting point,” 
and from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on weekdays. 
When the courtyard is closed, folding 
gates will extend the fencing at each 
entrance.

The gates are designed to be unob-
trusive when open, unlike the black 
fencing of Novartis’s existing public 
courtyard on the west of Mass. Ave. 
(That existing courtyard is currently 

undergoing a $1.5 million renovation 
of exterior brickwork that began this 
week.)

The gates and fencing have also 
moved further back from Mass. Ave. 
in order to make the courtyard more 
inviting. The Windsor Street entrance 
was also changed to make the path less 
steep, eliminating the need for hand 
rails and producing a fully accessible 
path into the courtyard. A reflecting 
pool outside the Mass. Ave. entrance 
has been moved inside the courtyard 
and is expected to be a fountain de-
signed by Lin.

Planning board approval of the 
courtyard security plan was a condi-
tion of Novartis’s zoning relief that was 
granted to allow some parts of some 
buildings to reach 125 feet in height, 
along with other minor zoning relief.

A copy of Novartis’ revised proposal 
is avaialble at http://tech.mit.edu/V132/
N31/novartis/.  It shows overhead views 
of the campus as well as architectural 
renderings of the three courtyard en-
trances and their associated buildings.

Planning board accepts Novartis’ revised park plan
Courtyard will be open 7 days a week; gates and fencing moved back from Mass. Ave.
Novartis, from Page 1

Source: NoVartiS iNStituteS for Biomedical reSearch / michael VaN ValkeNBurg aSSociateS, iNc., laNdScape architectS

Novartis’s new east campus courtyard will be accessible 7 days a week, from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays 
and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekends.
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Three engineers 
selected to 
preseason all-star 
team

By Phil Hess
DAPER STAFF

Three members of the MIT foot-
ball team picked up the first individ-
ual honors of the 2012 season when 
USA College Football announced its 
2012 Division III Preseason awards. 
Senior offensive lineman Ethan E. 
Peterson (Rutland, Vt.) and junior 
defensive linemen Joel T. Santisteban 
(Lawrence, N.Y.) and Derek E. Vaughn 
(Goodlettsville, Tenn.) were all se-
lected to the organization’s Northeast 
Regional All-Star team.

A three-year starter on the offen-
sive line, Peterson was a first team 
All-NEFC pick in 2011, his second all-
conference honor. A two-time Aca-
demic All-NEFC selection, Peterson 
was also named a second team Capi-
tal One Academic All-American after 
last season. He will be a key player 
along the offensive front for the En-
gineers in 2012 after playing in every 
game over his first three seasons at 
MIT.

Playing in all nine games for a 
second straight season, Santiste-
ban started in six games in 2011 and 
was selected second team All-NEFC 
(Boyd Division) as well as earning Ac-
ademic All-NEFC honors. He finished 
sixth on the team with a career best 34 
tackles and toped on the squad with 
9.5 tackles for loss, recording at least 
one tackle in each game.

Vaughn started in all nine games 
along the defensive front for the En-
gineers and finished the season with 
27 tackles. He was third on the team 
in tackles for loss with five and shared 
the team lead with a pair of blocked 
kicks.

JESSicA L. WASS—ThE TEch

Here’s a cool picture we took over the summer. Send pictures of your summer experiences to us at photo@tech.mit.edu 
for a chance to be published in The Tech!


