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the brink of economic 
doom� opinion, p. 4

IN ShOrt
The deadline to register events for 
CPW and festival booths is today. Ap-
plications to host prefrosh or volun-
teer at weekend events are due next 
Friday, March 11. CPW registration 
can be completed online at http://
web.mit.edu/admissions/mitcpw/.

The David H. Koch Institute for In-
tegrative Cancer Research, whose 
new Building 76 opened in the fall, will 
be officially dedicated today at 4 p.m.

The MIT Energy Conference is tak-

ing place today and tomorrow, with 
workshops on campus this afternoon 
and events tonight and tomorrow at 
the Westin Copley Place. More in-
formation is available at http://www.
mitenergyconference.com/.

Dow Chemical has announced a col-
laboration with MIT on a fund sup-
porting minorities and women in sci-
ence and engineering. The MIT-Dow 
Outreach Fund will receive $2 million 
from Dow over a five-year period.

Send news information and tips to 
news@tech.mit.edu.

By rebecca Han

John S. Reed ’61 (chairman of the 
MIT Corporation), David S. Ferriero 
(10th Archivist of the United States 
and former associate director of MIT 
Libraries), and Phillip L. Clay PhD 
’75 (senior advisor to the president 
and former MIT Chancellor) are 
among the notable speakers selected 
to talk at the Next Century Convoca-
tion on April 10. The event, in honor 
of MIT’s sesquicentennial, will be 
held at the Boston Convention Cen-
ter. According to the MIT150 Convo-
cation invitation, “[these speakers] 
exemplify the qualities [MIT] val-
ues.” The announcement adds that 
“they can speak to these themes and 
the importance of MIT’s role in set-
ting an example for the nation and 
the world.”

The Next Century Convocation 
recognizes of the signing of MIT’s 
charter 150 years ago on April 10, 
1861. According to the MIT150 web-
site, the event is meant to “recall the 
1949 Mid-Century Convocation 
and to celebrate the scholarly ac-
complishments of MIT faculty and 

students.” The reference is a nod to 
former British Prime Minister Win-
ston Churchill’s visit in 1949 against 
the beleaguered backdrop of a re-
cently-concluded World War II and 
rising Cold War tensions. Churchill 
spoke at length of the Institute’s role 
in solving the great global prob-
lems of the time, noting that “[im-
provement] can only [come to be] 
by the tireless improvement of all 
our means of technical production, 
and by the diffusion in every form 
of education of an improved qual-
ity to scores of millions of men and 
women.”

For MIT’s centennial anniversary 
celebration, the Institute brought 
British Prime Minister Harold Mac-
millan, Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, 
Aldous Huxley, and other prominent 
figures to speak to students, faculty, 
and alumni. Dr. Julius A. Stratton 
’23’s opening address reminded the 
audience that MIT was “dedicated 
to truth through science, proud of its 
concern for useful knowledge, and 
alive to a new order of ethical and 
social responsibilities,” sentiments 
that will be reiterated this April.

YuanYu Chen—The TeCh

an event was held on tuesday at noon in Lobby 7 to greet the new Chancellor on his first day 
on the job� Lobby 7 was decorated with a string of lights for the event, which was well-attended by 
students, staff, and administrators�

Students welcome grimson as Chancellor10th US archivist to 
talk at convocation
John Reed, Susan Hockfield also 
slated to headline MIT150 event

MacGregor, EC open for summer
Next House and New House to undergo major repairs

By Margaret Cunniff
STaff RepoRTeR

This summer, East Campus and 
MacGregor will be open for MIT 
undergraduate housing. This marks 
the second summer of MIT’s efforts 
to consolidate students into fewer 
dorms to reduce costs.

Baker, Burton Conner, McCor-
mick, Senior House, and Simmons 
will all be used for programs and 
conferences organized by MIT, in-
cluding the Women’s Technology 
Program, Research Science Insti-
tute, and Interphase.

The remaining undergraduate 
dormitories will be closed to occu-
pants. New House and Next House 
will both be undergoing major 
scheduled repairs. The fire alarms 
and smoke detectors in New House 
are expected to be replaced, while 
Next House’s bathrooms will be 
renovated. Random and Bexley are 
being cleaned.

Summer housing decisions 
were primarily made by the Hous-
ing Strategy Group, comprised of 
administrators, graduate students, 

and undergraduates who are re-
sponsible for advising the dean for 
student life and dean for graduate 
education. Undergraduate Associa-
tion President Vrajesh Y. Modi ’11, 
DormCon President Christina R. 
Johnson ’11, and DormCon Execu-
tive Vice-President Meagan A. Roth 
’11 are the undergraduate represen-
tatives.

“This was definitely an issue 
where students had a voice through 
their representatives,” said John-
son. “We’re there to represent stu-
dents and voice student concerns.” 
According to Johnson, conversa-
tions from the Housing Strategy 
Group meetings were brought up at 
DormCon meetings with the goal of 
identifying student concerns. John-
son said there were few complaints 
last summer — with the exception 
of concerns over storage — so “we 
went with our gut about what we 
thought worked well.”

When choosing which dorms 
would be available for undergradu-
ate occupancy, the committee 
planned to have an option available 
on both west and east campus. Addi-

tionally, MacGregor and East Cam-
pus were chosen to provide kitchens 
for residents and to maximize the 
number of available singles.

This year marks the second con-
secutive summer that East Campus 
will be open for undergraduates. 
“Having East Campus open was our 
best bet,” said Johnson, who noted 
that a combination of factors had 
to be considered when determining 
how space could best be utilized.

Henry J. Humphreys, senior as-
sociate dean for residential life and 
dining, said that East Campus will 
still need to close for renovations in 
the future. “It’s not an if; it’s a when,” 
Humphreys said. East Campus re-
pairs will likely focus on major work 
on the kitchens.

The dorms open for summer 
housing will continue to shift over 
the years. “We want to make sure 
the buildings are going to last,” said 
Humphreys. Closing dorms for the 
summer allows for essential mainte-
nance that will extend the life of the 
building.

MIT will not submit a bid of 
interest in response to the New 
York City Economic Develop-
ment Corporation’s invitation 
to partner with the city to build 
a graduate school of applied sci-
ence and technology. Patricia 
Richards, director of media re-
lations at MIT, said that though 
the Institute has no current 
plans to apply, MIT considers 
New York’s initiative to be an 
important step: “We’ve spoken 

to them about being helpful to 
the effort, and they’ve been re-
ceptive,” Richards said.

The partnership would have 
been part of an initiative an-
nounced by New York in De-
cember to raise the city’s profile 
in science and technology by 
working with an existing univer-
sity to build a graduate school 
on city property. Approximately 
20 schools attended an informa-
tion session hosted by the city in 

early February, and some uni-
versities have already publicly 
expressed interest in the proj-
ect.

Currently, Purdue University 
has announced that it intends 
to submit a bid, while Stanford 
University is still in the process 
of evaluating the invitation.

MIT has existing partner-
ships with universities in Singa-
pore, China, and Abu Dhabi.

—Deborah Chen

MIT not submitting bid for New York tech school

The Evaluation Committee 
for the new House Dining pro-
gram is currently looking at three 
vendors — Aramark, Sodexo, and 
Bon Appetit — for overseeing 
the new system. The Evaluation 
Committee is composed of stu-
dents from all of the dorms with 
dining halls — Baker, McCor-
mick, Next, Simmons, and the 
Phoenix Group. All three vendors 
already operate different aspects 
of dining at MIT.

As part of the evaluation, 
members of the committee have 
visited other universities in the 
Northeast and Midwest that op-
erate with one of the three ven-
dors under consideration, said 
Senior Associate Dean Henry J. 
Humphreys in an e-mail to din-

ing dorm residents. Humphreys 
noted that the committee is look-
ing at a variety of characteristics, 
including food quality and va-
riety, financial stability, and the 
relationships between employees 
and the students at each campus.

The search comes amid con-
tinued opposition from students. 
The Undergraduate Association 
passed a bill on Feb. 28 calling 
for a referendum on the recom-
mendations made by the House 
Dining Advisory Group. The ref-
erendum, planned to coincide 
with the UA Presidential, Vice 
Presidential, and Class Council 
elections, will ask students to rate 
their satisfaction with the dining 

Amid continued opposition, 
dining vendors narrowed to three

summer housing, Page 8
Dining, Page 8
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Weather

Extended Forecast
today: Partly cloudy. High 32°F (0°C). Calm winds from 

the north in the morning, shifting to 10–15 mph from 
the southeast in the afternoon.

tonight: Mostly cloudy with a slight chance of snow af-
ter 4 a.m. Low 28°F (-2°C).

tomorrow: Warmer. High 47°F (10°C). Cloudy with a 
chance of rain showers. South wind 15–20 mph.

Sunday: Cloudy. High near 50°F (10°C).
Monday: Rain likley. High 40–45°F (4–7°C).

By Shaena Berlin
STAFF METEorologiST

After a week of relatively 
clear weather, the clouds 
will return this afternoon 
and will stick around at 
least through the weekend. 
Temperatures should rise 
into the 40s, which will feel 
balmy compared to yester-
day and this morning. Don’t 
get too used to it, though — 
long-range forecasts are pre-

dicting a much colder spring 
than we had last year.

On the bright side, the 
huge storm that is moving 
through the Ohio Valley 
towards New England will 
probably miss Cambridge. 
With the potential to dump 
more precipitation in just a 
few days than most regions 
usually receive in the entire 
month of March, this storm 
will likely cause major 
flooding.

No summer in sight; 
cold spring in store
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Situation for noon Eastern time, Friday, March 4, 2011

By Simon romero
ThE NEw York TiMES

CAUCASIA, Colombia — Offi-
cers pored over intelligence reports 
describing the movements of two 
warlords with private armies. Then 
the helicopters lifted off at dawn, 
carrying an elite squad armed with 
assault rifles to the newest front in 
this country’s long war: gold mines.

Seizing on the decade-long surge 
in gold prices, combatants from mul-
tiple sides of the conflict are shifting 
into gold mining, among them left-
ist guerrillas from the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia, or FARC, 
and fighters from the shadowy armed 
groups that rose from the ashes of 
right-wing paramilitary squads.

Their move into gold under-
scores the many difficulties of end-
ing Colombia’s devilishly complex 
four-decade war. Even as the Co-
lombian authorities claim victories 
in bombing top rebel commanders 

and eradicating vast tracts of coca — 
the plant used to make cocaine, long 
the financial lifeblood of the insur-
gents — resilient factions are explor-
ing new realms like mining.

“These groups are metamorphos-
ing to take advantage of the opportu-
nities they see,” said Jeremy McDer-
mott, a director based in Medellín of 
InSight, a research organization that 
focuses on criminal enterprises in 
Latin America. “They know there’s 
a huge new revenue stream within 
their grasp, and they’re grabbing it.”

The result is a gold rush un-
like any other under way in South 
America, both feeding off Colom-
bia’s evolving conflict and keeping 
it alive. Up and down the sweltering 
river basins around Medellín, miners 
from across Colombia are flocking to 
sites where backhoes are tearing up 
forest and tree canopies, leaving be-
hind lunaresque landscapes.

Some of these small mines have 
existed for decades, echoes of fren-

zies that stretch back centuries to 
the plundering by conquistadors in 
search of fabled gold deposits. New-
er mines emerge on almost a weekly 
basis, reflecting efforts to find gold 
while its price remains high. Gold 
futures climbed this week to a non-
inflation-adjusted record of $1,441 
an ounce.

The gold rush here is just a part 
of a broader mining boom in Colom-
bia, with gold production climbing 
more than 30 percent last year and 
attracting an array of fortune seek-
ers, from multinational corporations 
to farmers who have left their fields 
and picked up shovels.

Guerrillas and their paramilitary 
adversaries have long been involved 
in mining, often using it and related 
businesses like cattle ranching to 
launder money and to extract extor-
tion payments.

Jenny Carolina gonzalez and 
Toby Muse contributed reporting 
from Bogota, Colombia.

Gold rush stemming from high 
prices fuels Colombia’s conflict

By Mark landler
ThE NEw York TiMES

WASHINGTON — President Ba-
rack Obama demanded Thursday 
that the embattled Libyan leader, 
Col. Moammar Gadhafi, “step down 
and leave” immediately and said he 
would consider a full range of options 
to stem the bloodshed there, though 
he did not commit the United States 
to any direct military action.

In his most forceful response to 
the near-civil war in Libya, Obama 
said the U.S. would consider impos-
ing a “no-fly zone” over the country 
— a step his defense secretary, Rob-
ert Gates, warned a day earlier would 
carry major risks, requiring the U.S. 
to destroy Libya’s air defenses.

Obama said the U.S. and the 
world were outraged by Gadhafi’s 
“appalling violence against the 
Libyan people.” Speaking after he 
met with President Felipe Calderon 
of Mexico at the White House, he 
declared, “Moammar Gadhafi has 
lost the legitimacy to lead and must 
leave.”

The president’s statement, while 
robust, left important questions un-

answered: Where would Gadhafi 
go, given the lack of countries that 
have offered him sanctuary? And 
what kind of intervention, beyond 
airlifting refugees on military planes, 
would the U.S. be willing to under-
take?

Obama avoided using the phrase 
“no-fly zone,” even as he confirmed 
it was one of the options on the table. 
He emphasized a strong preference 
for the Libyan people to be masters 
of their own future, much as the 
Egyptian protesters were able to oust 
President Hosni Mubarak without 
foreign help.

The president’s remarks illustrate 
the problem confronting the White 
House: Libya now looks less like a 
Facebook-fueled rebellion and more 
like an African civil war of the kind 
that the U.S. has tried to avoid. With 
forces loyal to Gadhafi staging a des-
perate counterattack to seize rebel-
controlled cities, Obama acknowl-
edged that Libya could descend into 
a bloody stalemate.

In such a situation, there are few 
realistic — let alone attractive — 
military options for the U.S., which 
is already entangled in two other 

wars. Even limited options, like a no-
fly-zone intended to prevent Libyan 
planes from shooting at their own 
people, are drawing opposition from 
some European allies and would be 
unlikely to win the approval of the 
U.N. Security Council.

Obama’s top national security ad-
visers have disagreed in public, with 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton sounding more receptive 
to a no-fly-zone than Gates. Testify-
ing before the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee on Tuesday, Clinton 
said that “there are arguments that 
would favor it, questions that would 
be raised about, but it is under active 
consideration.”

In his testimony before the 
House Appropriations Committee, 
Gates said, “Let’s just call a spade a 
spade,” before going on to describe 
how a no-fly zone would involve de-
stroying Libya’s air defense systems 
so that U.S. planes could fly without 
fear of being shot down.

Some of the policy differences, 
analysts said, reflect institutional bi-
ases. Pentagon leaders often drama-
tize the costs of military action to test 
the commitment of civilian leaders.

Obama says Col. Moammar 
Gadhafi ‘must leave’ Libya now

Gingrich begins fundraising 
for 2012 White House bid

ATLANTA — Newt Gingrich on Thursday became the 
first major Republican candidate to begin raising money for 
the 2012 presidential race, but he stopped short of declaring 
his candidacy until he finishes delivering paid speeches this 
month and distances himself from a web of business ventures 
that would interfere with a campaign.

In an afternoon visit to the State Capitol here, Gingrich 
smiled broadly as he entered the governor’s formal briefing 
room, with his wife, Callista, at his side. He said they had de-
cided, after months of deliberation, to move forward and see if 
he could find enough support among Republican primary vot-
ers to compete seriously for the party’s nomination.

“We believe that America’s best years are actually ahead of 
us,” said Gingrich, 67, who won his first bid for elective office 33 
years ago as a Georgia congressman. “We believe that it is pos-
sible through the right policies, with the right values, to create 
dramatically more jobs with dramatically higher incomes.”

—Jeff Zeleny, The New York Times

NFL, union extend deadline 
for a day in labor talks

WASHINGTON — The NFL and the players’ union agreed 
Thursday to extend by one day the deadline for expiration of 
its collective bargaining agreement. The agreement gave them 
time to see if they can further extend the deadline to continue 
negotiating in hopes of averting the first work stoppage in the 
league since players struck in 1987.

The sides were still far apart Thursday night on the major 
issues that divided them — most importantly the division of $9 
billion in annual revenue. If no other extension is reached, the 
labor deal will expire at midnight Friday.

The reprieve also gave teams one more day to negotiate 
with their players or players who have been cut by other teams, 
but they are not allowed to sign contracts. Free agency cannot 
begin without a new collective bargaining agreement, and no 
player trades are allowed.

—Judy Battista, The New York Times

China places new limits  
on foreign journalists

BEIJING — Apparently unnerved by an anonymous Inter-
net campaign urging Chinese citizens to emulate the protests 
that have rocked the Middle East, Chinese authorities this week 
have begun a forceful and carefully focused clampdown on ac-
tivities by foreigners that the government deems threatening to 
political stability.

Public security officials have summoned dozens of foreign 
journalists in Beijing and Shanghai to be dressed down on vid-
eotape, warning them that they had broken reporting regula-
tions by visiting locations that had been selected as protest 
sites in Internet postings. Journalists were bluntly warned that 
they faced the loss of their visas, revocation of their credentials 
and expulsion if they did not abide by new limits on their ability 
to interview and photograph Chinese citizens, the Foreign Cor-
respondents’ Club of China said in a statement.

In Shanghai, the authorities objected to the location of an 
annual St. Patrick’s Day parade set for March 12 that had been 
expected to draw more than 2,000 people, prompting Irish or-
ganizations to abruptly cancel the event on Monday. The pa-
rade was to have taken place on a major street close to a cinema 
where the Internet postings had urged people to gather every 
Sunday.

Michael wines contributed reporting. li Bibo, Zhang Jing, 
and Jonathan kaiman contributed research.

—Sharon Lafraniere, The New York Times
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European Union to initiate  
new stress tests of banks

PARIS — The European Union’s banking regulator said Thurs-
day that it would start a new health check of banks Friday and 
would publish the results in June.

The tests will be conducted on a “large number” of European 
banks and “will take several months to run,” the European Banking 
Authority said in a statement. Such stress tests, measuring banks’ 
ability to withstand economic shocks, have been carried out twice 
since the financial crisis struck, but failed to win investor confi-
dence. Since the last round, published in July, further balance sheet 
problems have emerged, notably at Spanish and Irish lenders.

The tests this year will be run against two hypothetical econom-
ic situations: a “baseline” and an “adverse” macroeconomic case 
to assess the solvency of the banks involved. The adverse case, de-
signed by the European Central Bank, will incorporate a significant 
deviation from the baseline forecasts and country-specific shocks 
on real estate prices, interest rates, and sovereign debt prices.

The banking authority said it would provide banks with details 
by the end of this week, and would then invite feedback.

—Matthew Saltmarsh, The New York Times 

Pakistani court delays murder 
charges against American

LAHORE, Pakistan — A criminal court on Thursday agreed to 
delay pressing murder charges against a CIA operative, Raymond 
L. Davis, ruling that lawyers for Davis should have more time to 
prepare for the case.

A Pakistani lawyer appeared on behalf of Davis for the first time 
in pretrial proceedings held in the Lahore central jail where he has 
been held since killing two Pakistani motorcyclists in late January. 
The lawyer, Zahid Bokhari, said after the hearing that he had asked 
Judge Yousaf Ojla for more time to present arguments on whether 
Davis enjoys diplomatic immunity. Ojla agreed to postpone the 
hearing until Tuesday.

In a separate proceeding, the Lahore High Court is scheduled to 
hear a decision by the Pakistani Foreign Ministry on March 14 on 
the question of diplomatic immunity. The Obama administration 
has insisted that Davis, a former special forces soldier who worked 
as a contractor for the CIA in Pakistan, is a diplomat, and as such 
is protected by the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 
1961, which grants blanket immunity from prosecution to diplo-
mats.

—Jane Perlez, The New York Times

Women killed at Ivory Coast 
protest, witnesses say

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast — At least six women were shot dead 
here on Thursday as they protested against the continued rule of 
Laurent Gbagbo, according to witnesses and the United Nations.

The women were taking part in one of a number of all-women 
marches that have sprung up here over the past week in response 
to Gbagbo’s refusal to cede power after losing a presidential elec-
tion last year. Previously, these marches have been dispersed by 
troops firing in the air.

But on Thursday, Gbagbo’s forces responded to the demonstra-
tion in the tense Abobo neighborhood by shooting into the march-
ing crowd of hundreds of women, two witnesses said. Six were 
killed instantly in the machine-gun fire, others were wounded, and 
the marchers dispersed in a panic, according to the witnesses. Am-
ateur video taken on the spot appeared to confirm their account.

Alain Le Roy, the U.N. undersecretary general for peacekeep-
ing, said security forces firing machine guns at the protesters had 
killed six to eight people, Agence France-Presse reported.

A spokesman for Gbagbo’s government could not immediately 
be reached for comment.

On Thursday, the members of the U.N. Security Council issued 
a statement saying they were “deeply concerned about the recent 
escalation of violence” after “the reported attacks on civilians, in-
cluding women.”

—Adam Nossiter, The New York Times

Optional sex toy lesson draws 
rebuke at Northwestern

The president of Northwestern University said Thursday that 
he was “troubled and disappointed” by a psychology professor’s 
decision to present his students last week with a demonstration 
outside class that featured a couple engaging in a live sex act using 
a prop.

The demonstration had been arranged by J. Michael Bailey, 
whose human sexuality class has an enrollment of nearly 600. On 
Feb. 21, after concluding a lecture at a university auditorium about 
sexual arousal, Bailey brought onto the stage a man whom he had 
invited to participate in a discussion of “kinky people,” according 
to an e-mail the professor later sent to his students that was re-
printed by The Daily Northwestern.

On the way to the stage, Bailey wrote, the man, Ken Melvoin-
Berg, the co-owner of a business called Weird Chicago Tours, 
“asked me whether it would be OK if one of the women with 
him demonstrated female ejaculation using equipment they had 
brought with them.”

After receiving what the professor called “explicit” warnings of 
what they were about to see, about 100 students watched as the 
woman was penetrated by the device.

Bailey, who has taught at Northwestern for two decades, said 
in his e-mail that the presentation was part of an informal series of 
events — each “entirely optional” and “not covered on exams” — 
that have previously featured “a transsexual performer, two con-
victed sex offenders” and “a swinging couple.”

In his statement, Morton Schapiro, the university president, 
said: “I feel it represented extremely poor judgment on the part of 
our faculty member.”

—Jacques Steinberg, The New York Times

Egypt’s generals stumble  
in new leadership role

By Neil MacFarquhar
The New york Times

CAIRO — Egypt’s ruling military 
council answered a long-standing 
demand of the protest movement by 
forcing the resignation of Prime Min-
ister Ahmed Shafiq on Thursday, but 
the fitful pacwe of change has left all 
sides more anxious than ever about 
the rocky transition ahead.

Borrowing a tactic from the youth 
movement that toppled President 
Hosni Mubarak on Feb. 11, the Su-
preme Council of the Armed Forces 
first announced the resignation by 
posting three terse lines on its Face-
book page.

The generals were evidently try-
ing to head off another huge weekly 
demonstration Friday on Tahrir 
Square by naming a new prime min-
ister, one endorsed by the protesters a 
day before. A celebration is expected 
instead. But the military met only one 
of the protesters’ demands — they 
have also called for the end of Egypt’s 
emergency law, the release of politi-
cal prisoners, and the disbanding the 
secret police.

“The military understands it is 

not business as usual — but the ques-
tion is on the range of change and the 
extent of change,” said Samer Soli-
man, a political science professor at 
the American University in Cairo. 
“The major challenge for the military 
now is to convince the population to 
wait.”

The new prime minister is Essam 
A. Sharaf, a highway engineering pro-
fessor with a doctorate from Purdue 
University who served as minister of 
transportation in 2004. The fact that 
he only lasted one year as minister 
and that he came to Tahrir Square 
with a group of Cairo University pro-
fessors to chant against Mubarak en-
deared him to the protesters.

But the reputation the military 
won for supporting the demonstra-
tors is beginning to tarnish.

“I always trusted them, but to-
day it is not a question of trust,” said 
Hossam Eissa, a law professor at Ain 
Shams University. “You cannot ap-
point a prime minister by asking a 
few groups of five or six people who 
come say, ‘We are from Tahrir Square 
and we think these names are OK.’ 
There is too much ad lib.”

This nation of more than 80 million 

people is groping its way ahead partly 
because it has no real laws to cope 
with the change. The generals sus-
pended the constitution, but they still 
refer to it as Egyptians try to rebuild a 
civil society decimated by 60 years of 
authoritarian rule. Tunisia, the only 
other Arab country where the rebel-
lion has succeeded in overthrowing a 
dictator, faces similar problems.

“The military chose to rule in the 
Mubarak style,” said one senior Egyp-
tian political figure, speaking anony-
mously so as not to harm his own in-
teraction with the generals. “They are 
micromanaging. We say it is time for 
new parties, and they say we cannot 
have them because there is no com-
mittee to approve them.”

Political activists give the military 
high marks for edging away from its 
previously closed ways. Three Su-
preme Council generals broke prec-
edent by appearing on a popular talk 
show. One, Gen. Mohamed al-Assar, 
the deputy defense minister, even 
called Mubarak’s overthrow “the 
greatest revolution in the history of 
Egypt.”

Liam stack and mona el-Naggar 
contributed reporting.

Judge who ruled against health 
care law allows it to proceed

By Kevin Sack
The New york Times

A federal judge in Florida stayed 
his own ruling against the Obama 
health care law Thursday, allowing 
the act to be carried out as the case 
progresses through the courts of ap-
peal and on to the Supreme Court.

The judge, making evident his 
irritation with the Obama adminis-
tration, sought to speed the process 
by conditioning the stay on the Jus-
tice Department’s pursuit of an ex-
pedited appeal, which he ordered 
filed within seven days.

“The sooner this issue is finally 
decided by the Supreme Court, 
the better off the entire nation will 
be,” wrote the judge, Roger Vinson 
of U.S. District Court in Pensacola. 
“And yet, it has been more than one 
month from the entry of my order 
and judgment and still the defen-
dants have not filed their notice of 
appeal.”

The stay — essentially a suspen-
sion of the judge’s order pending 

appeals — settles the confusion that 
arose after Vinson ruled Jan. 31 that 
a central provision of the law was 
unconstitutional, and that the rest 
of the law — the Affordable Care 
Act — must fall with it.

Vinson had written that his rul-
ing should be viewed as the “func-
tional equivalent” of an injunction, 
which would typically stop the law 
in its tracks.

But the Obama administration 
did not immediately cease carrying 
out the law and, rather than seek a 
stay, asked the judge to clarify his 
ruling. States were unsure how to 
proceed, with some stopping all 
planning and others acting as if 
nothing had changed.

That began to change quickly 
with the issuance of Vinson’s stay 
Thursday.

Gov. Sean Parnell of Alaska, a 
Republican who announced last 
month that his state would not put 
in effect the health law in light of 
Vinson’s ruling, said Thursday that 
“our administration will treat the 

federal health care law as being in 
place.”

Vinson is one of two federal 
judges who have ruled that Con-
gress exceeded its constitutional 
authority to regulate interstate com-
merce when it enacted a law that 
requires most Americans to obtain 
health insurance (starting in 2014). 
The Pensacola case was brought by 
elected officials from 26 states, all 
but one of them Republicans, and 
by the National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business, which represents 
small companies.

Only Vinson has declared the 
entire act void, including provisions 
that have already taken effect, like 
requirements that insurers cover 
children regardless of pre-existing 
conditions. Three other federal 
judges, meanwhile, have upheld 
the law.

Vinson wrote Thursday that his 
initial order “was as clear and un-
ambiguous as it could be” and that 
the federal government had no right 
“to basically ignore” it.

Harvard University says it will  
allow the ROTC back on campus

By Katie Zezima
The New york Times

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — Nearly 
40 years after Harvard expelled the 
Reserve Officers Training Corps 
program from its campus, univer-
sity officials announced Thursday 
that they would officially recognize 
the Naval ROTC.

Harvard was among several 
prominent colleges that banned 
the ROTC amid the movement 
against the Vietnam War. More 
recently, the program drew criti-
cism on campuses because of the 
armed forces’ policy on gay men 
and lesbians in the military. Now, 
two months after President Ba-
rack Obama signed a repeal of the 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, some 
colleges are inviting the ROTC 
back.

Harvard will formally recognize 
Naval ROTC in an agreement to 
be signed Friday by the university 
president, Drew Gilpin Faust, and 

the secretary of the Navy, Ray Ma-
bus.

“Our renewed relationship af-
firms the vital role that the members 
of our Armed Forces play in serving 
the nation and securing our free-
doms, while also affirming inclusion 
and opportunity as powerful Ameri-
can ideals,” Faust said in a statement.

Since the repeal of “don’t ask, 
don’t tell,” presidents of other uni-
versities have publicly expressed 
interest in bringing back the ROTC, 
which has units on more than 300 
campuses nationwide.

Under the agreement, Harvard 
will finance the Naval ROTC pro-
gram and provide access to athletic 
fields, classrooms and office space.

Harvard students have been al-
lowed to participate in the program, 
but they had to go to the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology to 
train. That arrangement is expected 
to continue.

Harvard’s program will not 
go into effect until the “don’t ask, 

don’t tell” repeal is effective, which 
will be 60 days after the president, 
chairman of the joint chiefs of staff, 
and secretary of defense certify that 
policies and regulations are in place 
and military readiness will not be 
affected.

The university is in discussions 
with other branches of the military 
about re-implementing ROTC pro-
grams, officials said.

“NROTC’s return to Harvard is 
good for the university, good for the 
military and good for the country,” 
Mabus said in a statement.

Aubrey Sarvis, executive direc-
tor of the Servicemembers Legal 
Defense Network, said Harvard’s 
decision should be impetus for the 
repeal to become effective.

“This announcement should be 
incentive for the Pentagon that re-
peal should be in place before kids 
return to Harvard and other cam-
puses this fall,” Sarvis said. “We wel-
come the return of ROTC on more 
college campuses.”
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Club sports should 
get PE credit

I am a member of the wrestling team 
— the same wrestling team which was 
recently featured in The Tech’s three-part 
series on the status of the varsity sports 
that were cut in 2009 and later able to be 
reinstated as club teams. Besides losing 
our team locker room, access to athletic 
trainers, and having reduced access to 
facilities, one other consequence of losing 
varsity status is that we no longer get P.E. 
credit for participating.

Even though I am only a freshman, 
from what the coaches and upperclassman 
have told me, our practices are the exact 
same intensity as when we were varsity, 
and our practice schedule is also the same. 
Despite being a club sport, we still have 
practice every day during the season and 
we still go to almost all the same competi-
tions — including those pitting us against 
Division III opponents. I would argue, and 
I am sure that any other wrestler would 
agree, that our practices are amongst the 
toughest of any sport at MIT, club or var-
sity. Yet the administration refuses to give 

us, or any other club, sport P.E. credit.
I may be misinformed, but I am under 

the impression that the P.E. requirement 
was made in order to keep students active 
and physically fit. Not surprisingly, varsity 
athletes are granted P.E. credit. This makes 
sense, because competing in varsity sports 
is a large commitment and is physically 
demanding. But it is also a seemingly 
arbitrary cut-off; even though the wrestling 
team’s practices are exactly the same as 
when we were varsity, and we still com-
pete against Division III opponents, we 
no longer get P.E. credit simply because 
we don’t have the label of “varsity.” Why 
should it matter how students are getting 
their exercise, as long as they are do-
ing something? What should determine 
whether or not certain activities get P.E. 
credit is how physically demanding they 
are, not whether they are varsity, club, or 
even intramural.

Defining what is “physically demand-
ing” enough is not an easy task, and 
determining if a given activity meets the 
criteria is extra work which the DAPER 
administration should not have to bear. 
But I think there is a middle ground which 
represents an improvement of the current 
system. Considering that P.E. classes such 

as Archery and Stress Management/Yoga 
offer students P.E. credit with little or no 
actual physical exertion, it is not unreason-
able to ask DAPER to come up with criteria 
for whether an independent activity such 
as a club sport, intramural sport, or dance 
class can qualify for P.E. credit. They can 
require that the activities have a minimum 
time commitment, but the rest of the 
responsibility can and should fall on the 
students.

Students who want P.E. credit for their 
club sport or other independent activity 
should be responsible for signing up for 
the program and for submitting weekly re-
ports of their physical activity. If necessary, 
it could be required that students have an 
authority figure in their program to sign off 
on their weekly report.

Hopefully, we can start a dialogue 
between DAPER and the student body 
which could, hopefully, result in P.E. credit 
for club sports, and possibly offer a general 
alternative means to fulfill the P.E. require-
ment. I do not only speak for the members 
of the wrestling team or the other cut 
varsity sports when I say that the current 
exclusion of club sports is unfair and ought 
to be changed.

sam shames ’14

By Keith Yost
sTaff coLumNisT

The Conservative Political Action Con-
ference (CPAC) is not typically a place 
where speakers challenge their audiences. 
CPAC is a three-day pep rally, a conser-
vative Woodstock, a forum for, as Ronald 
Reagan once said during a speech there, 
“dancing with them who brung you.” It is a 
celebration of conservatism, rather than a 
serious reflection on its future. A slick poli-
tician would take the opportunity to pan-
der to the army of conservative organizers 
and activists that populate the conference, 
rather than delivering Cassandra-like pre-
dictions.

Most of the speakers in attendance at 
the event followed just that formula. The 
speeches of Mitt Romney, Newt Gingrich, 
Tim Pawlenty, and other GOP presidential 
hopefuls were a simplistic pastiche of con-
servative shibboleths, declarations in favor 
of motherhood and apple pie, and second-
rate jokes about Democrats, particularly 
Obama.

There was one man 
however, who went beyond 
the cheerleader-ism and 
easy point scoring that so 
often characterizes CPAC. 
Mitch Daniels, the current 
governor of Indiana, did a 
rare thing; he spoke truth 
to power.

His speech topic — the 
ruinous debt that our coun-
try is building up — was 
perfect for tossing out red 
meat. However, the mes-
sage Daniels sent was noth-
ing short of a rebuke to his 
audience.

“Purity in martyrdom is 
for suicide bombers. King 
Pyrrhus is remembered, 
but his nation disappeared. 
… I for one have no interest 
in standing in the wreckage 

of our Republic saying ‘I told you so’ or ‘You 
should’ve done it my way.’”

Compromise, Daniels emphasized, was 
the path forward. Pretending that the prob-
lem can be solved by ending earmarks or 
by eliminating pure waste is dishonest, and 
worse, does not prepare the public for the 
changes to come. Military spending, long a 
sacred cow for Republicans, will have to be 
surrendered. And finally, the rhetoric used 

by Republicans needs to change. A give-no-
quarter attitude might make for an excit-
ing speech, but it wins over few moderate 
minds and, in the course of actual gover-
nance, is a serious liability. If conservatives 
took a my-way-or-the-highway approach 
on an issue as important as the national 
debt, the benefit of achieving a “perfect” 

policy would be more than outweighed by 
the risks of gridlock and no solution.

Mitch Daniels is more than just a coura-
geous speaker. The Office of Management 
and Budget director-turned-governor has 
had a decade of experience in trimming 
budgets while retaining services. As gov-
ernor, Daniels has brought his state from 
deficit to surplus even as he pushed Indi-
ana to become the state with the lowest 
property taxes in the nation and one of 
the few with a triple-A debt rating. And his 
no-drama, no-nonsense style of govern-
ing produces results without the yelling 
and protesting that serious reform usually 
engenders. While his neighbor, Gov. Scott 
Walker of Wisconsin, may relish a public 
showdown between himself and govern-
ment worker unions, Daniels ended col-
lective bargaining six years ago without 
similar fuss.

Daniels is a rare politician, one who 
understands the scale of the problem 
that our nation faces, who has the cour-
age to disown ideological purity in return 
for practical solutions, and who has the 

competence to not just cut 
government, but to make 
it better. He has displayed 
a level of leadership that 
the rest of the Republican 
field has not, and more im-
portantly, has displayed a 
level of leadership that our 
own president has failed to 
provide.

If you believe that our 
failing finances are the 
number one problem fac-
ing government and be-
lieve in a bipartisan ap-
proach to governing that 
eschews rhetoric for real 
solutions, write to Daniels 
today and urge him to run 
for president. He can be 
reached by e-mail through 
his website, http://www.
in.gov/gov/2631.htm.

Mitch Daniels for president
Indiana’s veteran leader is exactly what the country needs

LETTERS TO THE EdITOR

Mitch Daniels, the 
current governor of 
Indiana, did a rare thing; 
he spoke truth to power.
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By Natthida Wiwatwicha
Staff WRItER

Suspicious smells, beanies, floral dress-
es, flannel shirts, and quite a lot of plaid 
surrounded me as I walked into Paradise 
Rock Club. The light-hearted venue was 
small, which meant that wherever I stood, 
I would actually see Dr. Dog as a group of 
musicians, rather than tiny 125-decibel-
generating figments in the distance. It felt 
personal. The ticket was cheap. Such are 
the benefits of liking an obscure band.

But they are not just obscure. Dr. Dog is 
amazing live, as my friends used to tell me, 
and as I am now telling you.

The concert opened with The Head 
and the Heart, an indie folk band from Se-
attle. The vocals were beautiful. The pia-
nist was talented, and the violinist pulled 
at my heartstrings — and they were both 
easy on the eyes. Most of the songs started 
off sounding like Iron and Wine, but they 
usually transitioned interestingly into a 
more upbeat realm thanks to the drums 
and piano. The band pulled off an impres-
sive live show with their passion and cho-
reography. The dancing and cheering of 
hundreds of dresses and plaid shirts came 

from genuine satisfaction. After an hour, 
the band modestly passed the stage over 
to Dr. Dog.

Dr. Dog is an indie rock band from 
Philadelphia that was officially established 
in 2002 but only became better-known af-
ter We all Belong (2007), fate (2008), and 
Shame, Shame (2010). Dr. Dog used to open 
for The Raconteurs and My Morning Jacket. 
People say that they sound like the Beatles 
or the Beach Boys. Regardless, Dr. Dog mu-
sic has something of its own; it makes me 
delightfully jiggly regardless of my problem 
set situation, my friends like it regardless 
of their personalities, and the live shows 
naturally move people into dancing. Their 
music does not make you dance — it lets 
you dance.

People burst into singing and dancing 
as soon as the psychedelic noise the band 
made after setting up morphed into “I Only 
Wear Blue.” Dr. Dog started their almost-
two-hour-long, sixteen-song show with a 
long set including “The Ark,” “Shadow Peo-
ple,” “Hang On,” “The Breeze,” “Worst Trip,” 
“The Old Days,” and “The Way the Lazy 
Do.” They played only two lesser-known 
songs, and our bodies were still moved by 
the melodies. One of these songs was the 

new release “Take Me Into Town,” which 
was a nice piece, but nothing spectacular 
compared to their other songs.

The backdrop of the stage was art re-
sembling stained glass, colorfully transpar-
ent with bold, black outlines. Stage lights 
colored the stained glass from behind, cre-
ating different patterns and different feel-
ings.

Toby, the bassist and one of lead vocals, 
happened to be sick: “If I sound like shit it’s 
not because I sound like shit but because I 
feel like shit.” His face was pale and his eyes 
were red and watery. As he sang his sick 
lungs and throat out, none of us wanted 
him to stop. We told him he sounded awe-
some.

The song “The Beach” was a unique 
part of the concert. The grim tone of the 
song was translated into a dramatic dim-
ming of the stage lights. The darkness re-
flected everyone’s mood as the bitter bass 
intro was joined by the sad rhythm of the 
drums and guitars. Suddenly, the stained-
glass background turned an angry red as 
the first words were sung. Toby’s sickly 
rough voice made the piece even more sad 
and expressive.

The band finished their set with Archi-

tecture in Helsinki’s cover “Heart It Races.” 
It was everyone’s favorite and one of the 
best covers on Earth. After all, Dr. Dog can 
still beat its own record of awesomeness 
with the live performance.

The music was friendly. The band was 
friendly. The venue was small enough that 
no one could ever feel too far away from 
the stage. The personality of Dr. Dog and 
their music brought us all even closer. 
They asked us what we wanted to hear. We 
talked about Boston. We talked about the 
days Scott (lead guitar and vocal) attended 
a college down the street. Towards the end 
of the show, a couple girls in the front were 
given the mic to sing during “Jackie Wants 
a Black Eye,” the last of the four songs they 
played for the encore. Young or old, college 
student or grey-haired guy with a hip outfit, 
everyone was constantly dancing, singing, 
and smiling. Never could a band make me 
so dancingly happy.

Dr. Dog
Paradise rock Club

February 19, 2011

ConCert review

Smiling and dancing the night away
Dr. Dog gives an energetic performance at the Paradise Rock Club

By Derek Chang
Staff WRItER

If You are the One II is Xioagang Feng’s 
sequel movie to If You are the One, which 
was released in 2008 and became imme-
diately popular in China. The movie is a 
formidable sequel in an industry where 
most follow-up movies tend to fall short of 
expectations. It is filled with emotionally 
subtle passages, well-placed irony and sar-
casm, and elements of black humor that 
serve as a personal but painful reflection 
of what we all feel. A dark-humored ro-
mantic comedy, the movie does not con-
clude with a Hollywood ending. Instead, 
it is a reminder that human relationships 
are full of complications and unanswered 
questions.

In the first movie that came out in 2008, 
Xiaoxiao (Shu Qi) is a stewardess who falls 
in love with Qinfen (Ge You), a freelance 
inventor who is “up to no good.” In the 
sequel, after becoming engaged on the 
Great Wall, the two take a honeymoon. Or 
more accurately, a “trial period” — a test 
to prove whether they could truly stick it 
to the end. After a few tense nights full of 
miscommunication that appear to pull the 
couple further apart, the trial period un-
comfortably ends and they return to their 
normal lives. Though their future remains 
unclear, the two drift apart over time.

Feng’s emphasis on black humor is 
seen in the relationship between Xiaox-
iao and Qinfen’s friends, Xiangshan and 
Mango. After Xiaoxiao and Qinfen become 
engaged, a scene follows which looks sus-
piciously like a wedding. However, it is 
instead Xiangshan and Mango’s divorce 
ceremony, a humorous end to their failed 
marriage, complete with the return of their 
rings and the cutting of the Chinese char-
acter for “happiness.” Interestingly, Xiaox-
iao and Qinfen have organized the divorce, 
and the ceremony foreshadows and mir-
rors the eventual failure of their own rela-
tionship, except that the depiction of their 
failure is far more serious than the divorce 
ceremony. These two depictions allow the 
audience to see two remarkably different 
failures of human interaction.

Long after the trial period, Qinfen 
learns that Xiangshan has been suffering 
from cancer and that his death is coming 
soon. Qinfen organizes a pre-death fare-
well party for Xiangshan, who emotion-
ally confesses his shortcomings and sins in 
front of his friends and family. The movie 
ends with Xiangshan jumping into the 
ocean and drowning.

Feng looks at love in a harshly realistic 
way, depicting people as fickle and un-
able to invest in something for their entire 
life. During an unnatural and forced scene 
when Xiaoxiao massages Qinfen but both 

end up frustrated, Xiaoxiao remarks: “We 
need this trial period to see if we can last to 
the very end, even when all the passion is 
gone. You have lost all interest in me, and 
I’m not so sure I’m interested in you any-
more.” Qinfen replies, “No. I’m still burn-
ing with passion.”

Later, Xiaoxiao asks Qinfen, “Will you 
always treat me this well?” Qinfen is nega-
tive but brutally honest in his answer, say-
ing it is impossible to treat someone this 
well forever. Xiaoxiao responds by saying 
that she would always treat someone she 
loves well, but her tone casts doubt onto 
her statement.

Despite its reoccurring motifs of death 
and divorce, If You are the One II does not 
have a particularly pessimistic tone. The 
near-ending scene when Xiangshan con-
fesses his sloth and mediocrity is moving 
and shockingly realistic. Feng portrays 
negative feelings as part of realism. Bitter-
ness and sadness are a part of life, just as 
other more inspiring feelings are as well.

The movie was accompanied by amaz-
ing cinematography and a fitting sound-
track. Feng portrays Hainan Island, the 
location of the honeymoon, as a dark 
paradise. Through vistas of desolate hills 
shrouded in clouds, Feng hints at the hid-
den suspense and uncertainty of Xiaox-
iao and Qinfen’s relationship. Rain and 
storms are present throughout the movie, 

a symbol of the psychological unrest in the 
movie’s characters. It pours heavily on the 
day of Xiangshan’s pre-death event. Music 
with impressionistic and surrealistic over-
tones helps support the quiet sadness of 
the scene and prevents the audience reac-
tion from being overly emotional.

Though not everyone will necessarily 
enjoy the realism of the film, I found the 
movie to be worth watching. I watched it 
on New Year’s Eve and finished around 11 
p.m., and it did not ruin my mood that day. 
While the movie does not elicit a dramatic 
emotional response, it strikes a good bal-
ance between humor in the beginning of 
the movie and melancholy that creeps in 
and begins to dominate as the film contin-
ues. The movie is not exactly a romantic 
comedy like the first in the series; it is a 
deeper, more honest exploration into how 
we feel about human connections.

hhhh✩

If You Are the One II 
(2010)
Directed By Xiaogang Feng

starring shu Qi, Ge You, 
Vivian Hsu

Movie review

A mix of black comedy and realism
If You Are The One II is a sequel without a happy ending



Friday, March 4, 2011  The Tech  76   The Tech 

Do you play... Percussion?

French Horn?

Flute?

Trumpet? Low Brass?

(or want to learn?)

Sax?
Clarinet? Oboe?

MIT Concert Band needs you!
The MIT Concert Band is looking for additional players, especially in the trumpet,
 low brass, french horn, and percussion sections. We have several more concerts 
this year (including tour to Washington, DC) and invite all undergrads and 
anyone in the MIT community to join.

Contact bavicchi-lives@mit.edu for more information
or visit the website at band.mit.edu.  

This space donated by The Tech

Legatum Lecture

http://legatum.mit.edu/lectures
FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Tuesday, March 8 | 5 pm 
Dessert reception to follow.
MIT Stata Center, 32-144 

Jiehae Choi
Research Fellow, Legatum Institute

SPEAKERS:

Dr. Ashley Thomas Lenihan
Senior Fellow,, Legatum Institute

 
2010 ProsPerity index 

The World’s Only Global Assessment of Wealth & Wellbeing

 Earn up to $2864/month this summer! 
With the ISN/ARMY Labs Summer Intern Research 

Program * 
 

The MIT Institute for Soldier Nanotechnologies is focused on basic research to 
dramatically improve the survivability of the soldier and first responders.   

This summer program provides opportunities for MIT students to conduct science 
and engineering research at state-of-the art Army research facilities working under 
the direction of Army scientists.  

As a summer intern, students: 
 
• Gain valuable research experience  
• Build new professional relationships 
• Access world-class facilities  
• Become part of a team that provides new, life-saving technologies. 
 
 
If you are interested in learning more about this program the first step is to register 
at the website: 

https://isn.mit.edu/internship/index.php

If you have questions about this program, or experience difficulty using any features on 
website, please contact Marlisha McDaniels- mmcd@mit.edu or the ISN Headquarters, 
NE47-4thFl. 617.324.4700. 

 

*The Army Lab provides the intern's salary, which typically ranges from 
$2280/month to $2864/month depending on class year. Under certain 
circumstances the ISN can provide the intern with a supplement of up to $1500 
to defray costs of local accommodations and travel. 

solution to techdoku
from page 7

1 3 4 6 5 2
6 2 3 5 4 1
5 1 2 4 3 6
2 4 5 1 6 3
3 5 6 2 1 4
4 6 1 3 2 5

solution to Crossword
from page 8

solution to sudoku
from page 7

9 1 2 8 5 4 3 6 7
8 7 5 9 6 3 2 4 1
4 6 3 1 2 7 8 9 5
5 8 6 7 3 2 4 1 9
3 9 7 5 4 1 6 8 2
2 4 1 6 8 9 7 5 3
7 5 4 2 9 6 1 3 8
6 2 9 3 1 8 5 7 4
1 3 8 4 7 5 9 2 6

Chorallaries leave students 
with bad taste in happy mouths
Nth Annual Concert in Bad Taste entertains and offends

photos by ana Lyons

1. Current and former members of 
the Chorallaries perform “the en-
gineers’ Drinking song” during their 
Bad Taste concert on Saturday�

2. Varsha J. raghavan ’14 and Gusta-
vo n. Goretkin ’13 perform a skit 
about friendly interactions between lo-
cal college students�

3. thomas M. Ciesielski ’11 com-
mences Bad taste with the Chorallar-
ies’ infamous list of this year’s dedica-
tions� 

4. Burton third Bombers cheered 
when they were honored in a brief 
skit during the Chorallaries’ Nth Annual 
Concert in Bad Taste�

5. Mounds of toilet paper litter the 
floor of the popular lecture hall 26-100 
at the conclusion of Bad Taste� 

1
4

5

2 3
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You tell him
about the hot

girl in your
Psych class.

You tell 
him where
to get the
best pizza
on campus. 

You even 
tell him

about your
sleeper pick
for fantasy

football.
So when
will you 
tell him 
he has a
gambling
problem?

When it stops being a game…

8 0 0 . 4 2 6 . 1 2 3 4

it’s time for straight talk.

Funded in part by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Bureau of Substance Abuse Services.
Reproduced with permission from the Vermont Council on Problem Gambling.

masscompulsivegambling.org

An expanding economy, lots of wide-open spaces,  

great quality of life, and JOB OPPORTUNITIES!

Learn more at Canada’s East Coast Job Fair.  

Omni Parker House Hotel, March 11-13, 2011

The Canada’s East Coast Job Fair offers skilled job seekers an 

opportunity to meet Atlantic Canadian employers who have jobs 

available now in the following sectors: 

• Life sciences • Aerospace • Finance • Information technology 

• Health care • Energy • Defense • And more

Don’t miss Canada’s East Coast Job Fair. 

Register online now at: www.canadaseastcoast.ca

Looking for an interesting place  
to start your career? 

    Consider...

Between MacGregor and East 
Campus, there will be space for 600–
700 students. Last summer, approxi-
mately 450 students lived in summer 
housing, a decrease from previous 
years that Director of Housing Den-
nis Collins believes was related to the 
change to consolidating students into 
fewer buildings. Collins believes the 
number of students utilizing summer 
housing should rise this year, partially 
due to the increased availability of 
kitchens.

Last summer, more students lived 
in East Campus than Next House — 
the other open dorm — which Hum-
phreys believes was at least partially 
attributable to the greater number 
of kitchens. Since both MacGregor 
and East Campus have more widely 
available cooking facilities, Hum-
phreys says students will likely dis-
tribute more evenly between the two. 
If MacGregor and East Campus are 
not fully occupied, it is possible that 
single floors will be closed for clean-
ing and repair.

Under the new consolidation sys-

tem, decreased utility and staffing ex-
penses reduce overall costs to main-
tain summer housing. Last summer, 
approximately $400,000 was saved 
in utilities and staffing costs, Collins 
said.

Closing dorms also allows for ren-
ovation on a scale that would not be 
possible while occupied. Last sum-
mer, nearly $5 million in repairs was 
conducted in the dorms that were 
closed for the summer — Bexley, 
Burton Conner, MacGregor, and Ran-
dom.

Additionally, the separation of 
undergraduate housing and confer-
ence housing allows more advanced 
planning of summer conferences. Be-
cause entire dorms are dedicated for 
conferences and other programs with 
outside attendees, the space can be 
allocated years in advance. Previous-
ly, when undergraduates and confer-
ence participants were sharing dorm 
facilities, allocation of conference 
space depended on undergraduate 
usage.

Summer housing officially beings 
Thursday, May 26 and ends Saturday, 
Aug. 13.

600–700 can occupy 
two summer dorms
MacGregor and East Campus 
picked for location, kitchen facilities
Summer housing, Page 1

Is there anyone you want to shadow for 24 hours?

We’re looking for writers to follow someone around 
for one day and write about it!

 
It’s a great way to make connections on campus!

Join Campus Life @ The Tech!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu

YuanYu Chen—The TeCh

Susan J. Hockfield welcomes Chancellor W. Eric L. Grimson PhD ’80 to his first day on the job. 
President Hockfield mentioned the thousands of students Grimson has taught over the years and 
congratulated him on his new role. During his speech, Grimson mentioned that he will spend the 
next few weeks talking to students and student groups, and he told everyone to look out for e-mails 
about where he will be eating lunch so that students can join him.

plan to be implemented in the 
fall. It will additionally ask for 
students to rate the process that 
led to the dining plan.

A petition against the dining 
plan has also been circulating 
around McCormick since Octo-

ber. As of March 3, the petition 
has garnered more than 150 
signatures — 60 percent of Mc-
Cormick residents — collecting 
most of them since IAP. Roughly 
half of the signatories indicated 
they are considering moving out 
of McCormick because of the 
dining changes.

“We feel the administration 
has largely ignored our needs 
and concerns regarding this 
dining plan,” McCormick Sena-
tor Almas Abdulla ’14 said in an 
e-mail to Chancellor W. Eric L. 
Grimson PhD ’80 and Dean for 
Student Life Chris Colombo.

—elijah Jordan Turner

Dining, Page 1

Maseeh Hall Application Stats
Percentage of Applicants

Gender

Male 47%

Female 53%

Class Year
2014 46%

2013 28%

2012 24%

2011 2%

Dining status
From dining dorm 70%

From non-dining dorm 30%

Maseeh collected a total of 277 applications for transfer next 
fall. More stats will be available when applicants are chosen.

Want to join The Tech?

Start here.

Get to a 
computer.

Send an e-mail to 
join@tech.mit.edu

Drop into 
the office in 
W20-483.
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94-year-old Kirk Douglas gives a semi-intentionally hilarious Best Supporting Actress 
presentation.

entertainment feature

83rd annual academy awards recap 
Memorable moments from this year’s ceremony

By Emily Nardoni
Staff WRiteR

The Academy Awards: a night of fash-
ion, entertainment, extravagance, and 
above all, excellence. While this year’s 
show — held last Sunday night at 8:30 p.m. 
— was bursting to the seams with three of 
these four, it fell disappointingly short on 
the entertainment front. Anne Hathaway 
and James Franco, a Best Actor nominee 
himself, added little spontaneity and even 
fewer laughs as younger, more “hip” hosts 
— albeit not without a lack of effort on 
Hathaway’s part. Her enthusiasm was well 
placed, but Franco’s spacey demeanor and 
an overall lack of good jokes far outweighed 
any true entertainment value. (I mean, did 
he really have to walk out in a dress?)

Besides Franco’s hot pink drag disas-
ter, the stars’ fashion this year was superb. 
Mila Kunis was a goddess in a flowy laven-
der Saab gown, Halle Berry shone in beige 
Marchesa, and Natalie Portman glowed 
— and showed off her baby bump! — in a 
beautiful plum Rodarte. Fashion risks paid 
off: both Amy Adams’ closed-neck glitter-
ing midnight blue L’Wren Scott dress with a 
bold emerald necklace and Scarlett Johans-
son’s flowery, laced magenta Dolce & Gab-
bana looked fantastic. While the women 
were glamorous, the men were sharp; Jus-
tin Timberlake’s tuxedo was the epitome of 
classic elegance. Not to say there weren’t a 
few fashion missteps — take Russell Brand 
and Nicole Kidman — but overall, the 83rd 
annual Academy Awards earned an A+ for 
fashion.

The three-hour-long marathon did in-
clude a few highlights unrelated to attire, 
including a semi-intentionally hilarious 
Best Supporting Actress presentation by 
94-year-old Kirk Douglas (to the fighter’s 
Melissa Leo) and a side-splittingly funny 
auto-tuned mashup of harry Potter 7, the 
Social Network, toy Story 3, and twilight: 
eclipse. A good deal of attention was paid 
to the 10 (yes, 10) best picture nominees, 
the highlight being an awesome count-
down sequence that preluded the entire 
show. The original song performances 
(minus Gwyneth Paltrow’s rather flat ren-
dition of “Coming Home” from country 
Strong) showcased the wide variety of mu-
sical talent present in this year’s best films 
quite well, particularly the awe-inspiring 
“If I Rise” from 127 hours. And the show’s 
usual historical interludes were nice addi-

tions to the playbill’s somewhat pedantic 
lineup; Billy Crystal’s nod to Bob Hope as 
an old-time Oscar host was both enjoyable 
and emotional for those caught up on their 
Oscar history.

Some of the show’s best moments, 
however, were its most candid. Randy 
Newman’s drawn-out acceptance for toy 
Story 3’s “We Belong Together” — “I’ve 
been on this show any number of times 
[he’s been nominated 20 times!] and I’ve 
slowed it down almost every time” — and 
Tom Hooper’s Directing win for the King’s 
Speech saluting the “triangle of man love 
that is Colin Firth, Geoffrey Rush, and me” 

contained some of the best lines of the 
night, not to mention Melissa Leo’s drop-
ping of the F-bomb for the first time in Os-
car acceptance-speech history.

Of course, at its heart, the Academy 
Awards is a celebration of film, and the 
awards were very well-deserved. There 
were no big upsets; we all knew the King’s 
Speech was the best film this year and 
that its star Colin Firth played the role of 
King George VI of England far too well to 
not win. Natalie Portman’s dramatic and 
much-talked about performance as Nina in 
Black Swan earned her the title of Best Ac-
tress, toy Story 3 took home the Oscar for 

Best Animated Feature (another incredibly 
well-deserved no-brainer  — it was also a 
contender for Best Picture), and inception 
won for its jaw-dropping special effects. 
the Social Network took home a few Oscars 
as well, for Film Editing, Original Score, 
and Writing for an adapted screenplay.

Overall, this year’s Academy Awards 
were a somewhat dull but nevertheless 
positive celebration of the best films of 
2010. Here’s to hoping the coming year 
provides us with plenty of new exceptional 
filmmaking.

the 83rd annual academy awards aired 
Sunday, feb. 27.

Michael Yada / ©a.M.P.a.S. 

James Franco and Anne Hathaway hosted the Oscars last Sunday. They were roundly criticized for a lackluster job, despite the ex-
pectation that their youth would bring more excitement to the stage.

RicK SalYeR / ©a.M.P.a.S.

Winners Christian Bale (Best Supporting Actor), Natalie Portman (Best Actress), Melissa 
Leo (Best Supporting Actress), and Colin Firth (Best Actor in a Leading Role).
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Unnatural Selection by Meisel / Tonn / Wang

AND THAT, MY FRIENDS, 
IS HOW SCIENCE IS DONE!

COME HERE.  WE NEED 
A BIGGER SAMPLE SIZE.

*S
NIF

F*

*SNIFF*

MMMM...
CHEESE...

Somewhere on the Search for Meaning…� by Letitia Li 

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku
Solution, page 6

2 8 4 6
6

3 2 7 8
6 7 2 9

9 5 1 8
2 6 9 7

4 2 9 1
1

3 4 5 9

Techdoku
Solution, page 7

3× 72× 20× 2

60× 5 6×

60× 12×

96× 18×

5 48×

5− 5

Dilbert by Scott Adams
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Help Desk� by Michael Benitez

Nanobots

I think the IETF hit the right balance with the 128 bits thing. We can fit MAC addresses in a /64 subnet, and the nanobots will 
only be able to devour half the planet.

Herpetology

Birds are Aves, which is part of the clade Theropoda, which is in Saurischia, which is in Dinosauria. Those birds outside our 
windows are dinosaurs. We can clear out the rest of our brains because we now have the best fact.

Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 6 

ACROSS 
 1 Online business
 6 Banned big bang
 11 Cal. pages
 14 Nita of old films
 15 Puccini opera
 16 Artist’s rep.
 17 Left... (in Hollywood?)
 20 Lauder of cosmetics
 21 Track official
 22 Neighbor of Leb.
 24 Had a feeling
 28 Job for Perry Mason
 29 Van Gogh’s brother
 31 Mubarak’s predecessor
 33 G.I. entertainers
 34 Graffiti practitioner
 37 Wall recess
 39 Left... (during a heist)
 43 Quilt filler
 44 Eagle quarters
 46 Perform on stage
 49 Unnerving
 51 Spoken

 52 Infrequent
 54 Wandered
 57 Bikini part
 58 Town official, of yore
 60 La Scala cheer
 62 Left... (in a debate)
 68 Shih Tzu or corgi
 69 Folkways
 70 Old lab burners
 71 Compass dir.
 72 Designs
 73 Burpee specialty

DOWn 
 1 “Dune” composer Brian
 2 Greek letter
 3 One’s other self
 4 Wedding vows
 5 Elevates
 6 2004 Olympics site
 7 End of a sock
 8 Psychic power
 9 H.S. subj.

 10 Diplomat’s forte
 11 Kenyan terrorists
 12 Shrek’s mate?
 13 Sound system
 18 NFL prop
 19 Spasm
 22 Sheraton parent co.
 23 Iranian ruler, once
 25 Spanish wine drink
 26 Redact
 27 Putin’s vacation home
 30 Eye lasciviously
 32 Amish pronoun
 35 Actress Falco
 36 Bill attachment
 38 Spanish river
 40 Pianist Peter
 41 In flight
 42 Toothed wheel
 45 ‘74 kidnap group
 46 Games mall
 47 Box
 48 Medical selection process
 50 Carve in relief

 53 Sushi bar order
 55 Goof
 56 Coolidge’s VP
 59 Easy win
 61 Cast ballots

 63 Our sun
 64 Madrid Mrs.
 65 Marsh
 66 June honoree
 67 Old draft org.

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe
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By Craig Kaufman
daper staff

Battling injuries, missing teammates and 
youth, the MIT Men’s and Women’s Fencing teams 
placed third overall in the combined results at this 

weekend’s New England Intercolle-
giate Fencing Championships (NE-
IFC) at Mount Holyoke College. The 
men’s three weapons combined for 
a fourth place finish in the 12-team 
field, while the Tech women were 

third in the final rankings of 15 women’s schools.
Topping the charts for MIT was the women’s 

sabre team, which only lost four bouts while tak-
ing first in the team competition for their weapon. 
Molly A. Kozminsky ’12 was a perfect 14-0 in the 
round-robin competition, while Robin S. Shin ’12 
and Elena A. Tatarchenko ’11 each only lost two 
bouts. Women’s epee had a strong showing as well, 
fencing to a 30-20 record and a third place finish. 
Kristin D. Kuhn ’11 was brilliant, posting a 13-1 re-
cord, and Sophie M. Monahan ’11 posted an im-
pressive 9-3 mark in her bouts. An undermanned 
women’s foil squad finished ninth overall, helped 
by Ana S. Escalante ’12, who chipped in with seven 
bout victories.

On the men’s side, the Tech epee squad fin-
ished with a 23-9 bout record, tied for second place 
with Sacred Heart University and Vassar College. It 
was only due to slight tie-breaking indicators that 
slotted the epee squad, with standouts Jackson T. 
Crane ’13 (10-1) and Joseph F. Rafidi ’14 (9-2), into 
fourth place overall.

Men’s foil took a solid third place finish, compil-

ing a record of 23-8. Daniel S. Levine ’12 went 10-1 
for the Engineers while Richard C. LaGrandier ’11 
put together a 7-2 day. Men’s sabre won 13 bouts 
en route to an eighth place finish in the standings. 
Maximilian L. Brand ’11 went 6-5, and Alexis A. 
Hakimi ’13 won four bouts for the sabre squad.

The day-long event consisted of both the team 
competition and individual competition, based on 
qualifying from the team event. In the individual 
event, the best 12 fencers competed head-to-head 
in two rounds of pools for the title of best in their 
weapon.

It was no surprise that all three women’s sa-
bre fencers reached the final bracket of the indi-
vidual event. Kozminsky placed second overall in 
the competition, falling only to overall victor Kelly 
Miller of BU. Shin took fourth place with Tatarch-
enko just behind her in fifth.

Tech’s other best individual finish was in men’s 
epee, where Crane and Rafidi squared off for su-
premacy. Rafidi was the victor, taking fourth place 
while Crane finished fifth. MIT also had two foil 
fencers in the individual competition. Levine had 
an impressive fourth place finish, and LaGrandier 
placed ninth.  

Rounding out the men’s qualifiers was Brand, 
who was able to grab ninth place in the sabre 
event. Tech’s only other women’s qualifier was 
Kuhn, who finished eleventh in the women’s epee 
individual competition.

The Tech fencers will have two weeks to pre-
pare for NCAA Regional Competition. They will 
travel to Vassar College on March 13 to compete 
for spots at the National NCAA Championships at 
Ohio State.

By Paul Dill
head coach

William B. Evans ’14 registered a match-high 
11 kills and five aces in MIT’s 25-12, 25-18, 25-

17 victory over Elms College in a 
North East Collegiate Volleyball 
Association (NECVA) New England 
Division men’s volleyball match on 
Tuesday night. With the win, the 
nationally-ranked No. 13 Engineers 

improved to 19-5 on the year and 12-0 in confer-
ence play.

MIT raced out to a 16-4 lead in the first set. 
Following the second timeout called by Elms, 
both squads traded points until a service error 
and back-to-back kills from the Blazers made the 
score 21-11. The Engineers posted four of the fi-
nal five points to close out the set.

After opening the second frame with a pair of 
hitting errors, MIT called a timeout. Following 
the break, the Cardinal and Gray rattled off five 
unanswered points, which prompted a timeout 
by Elms. A block by Elms ended the Engineers’ 
run and helped keep the visitors within striking 
distance for most of the set. Trailing 17-11, the 

Blazers put together a 4-1 spurt which narrowed 
their gap to three for the fourth time. MIT coun-
tered with a 7-3 run to wrap up the game. On set 
point, Kenneth M. Siebert ’14 made a diving one-
armed dig, which was tipped over by David R. 
Thomas ’12 with his back to the net.

The Engineers carried the momentum into 
the final set as they quickly established a 15-6 
advantage. Elms battled back, eventually coming 
within five (19-14). MIT picked up five of the next 
seven points, resulting in match point. However, 
a strike by Elms off the Engineers’ block extended 
the frame, but a tip by Matthew P. Hohenberger 
’13 on the next point secured the victory.

Hohenberger finished with nine kills, two 
blocks, and two aces as Thomas totaled nine kills 
and three blocks. Patrick J. Vatterott ’13 bolstered 
Tech’s attack with eight kills while Garrett L. Win-
ther ’11 notched a pair of blocks. Caine L. Jette 
’10 paced the defense with five kills, followed by 
four from Daniel C. Sngiem ’12, Evans, and Sie-
bert. Timothy R. Lee ’11 compiled 32 assists, four 
digs, and two aces as Evan P. Wang ’14 dished out 
four assists.

The Engineers return to action on Friday, 
March 4, when they host the MIT Invitational.

Upcoming home events
Friday, March 4
Men’s Volleyball vs. Emerson College 5 p.m., Rockwell Cage

Men’s Volleyball vs. Lasell College 7 p.m., Rockwell Cage

Men’s Tennis vs. New York University 8 p.m., Carr Indoor Courts

Saturday, March 5
Women’s Tennis vs. New York University 9:30 a.m., Carr Indoor Courts

Men’s Volleyball vs. Mount Ida College 10:30 a.m., Rockwell Cage

Men’s Tennis vs. Stevens Institute of 
Technology

1 p.m., Carr Indoor Courts

Men’s Volleyball vs. Emmanuel College 3 p.m., Rockwell Cage
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Volleyball beats Elms College
MIT, ranked 13th, still undefeated in conference

Fencers compete at NEIFC
Engineers prepare for Regionals next week

Communications Workshop*
Dina Napoli Goode, Communications Coach 
for Microsoft

Wed. 03/09
9:30 - 11:30 am

68-181wermentemp
CONFERENCE

March 9 -11, 2011

“Power, and How to Find It In 
Places  You Didn’t Expect”

Wed. 03/09
5:30 - 6:30 pm

BCS Auditorium
46-3002Keynote: Cindy Gallop - CEO of IfWeRanTheWorld

Online Personal Branding*
Nicholas Lamphere - Social Media Consultant 
and Instructor, Tilke Judd - EECS Grad Student

Thurs. 03/10
2:30 - 4:00 pm

Stata Star Room
32-D463

Power Couples Panel 
A diverse panel of successful partners from 
academia and industry

Thurs. 03/10
5:30 - 7:00 pm

E51-345

“I’m not a feminist, but...”
Diane Rosenfeld, Jaclyn Friedman, 
Prof. Pardis Sabeti, & Prof. Elizabeth Wood

Fri. 03/11
4:30 - 6:00 pm

Stata Kiva Room
32-G449

Graduate Women at MIT

  empowerment.gwamit.org 
More information & RSVP at:

*RSVP required

This space donated by The Tech

sports shorts
Basketball ready for March Madness

After upsetting WPI to win the NEWMAC conference tournament last 
weekend, the Men’s Basketball team received an automatic bid to the na-

tional tournament. 
The Engineers will travel to Ithaca, NY on Friday, March 4 

to play in the NCAA Division III National Tournament. MIT 
will face regional hosts Ithaca College Friday evening, and if 
they win, they will advance to the second round to face the 
winner of the first-round game between Elms College and 

the University of Rochester. 
The team will be providing free bus transportation to the game for MIT 

students. Buses will leave Friday afternoon at 1 p.m.
A full bracket of the tournament can be found in the March 1 issue of 

the tech. 
—david Zhu, sports editor




