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Every year, some of MIT’s 
most important administra-
tors stand before the people of 
Cambridge. The City, which is 

largely defined 
by its universi-
ties, asks that 
Harvard, MIT, 
Lesley Univer-
sity, and Cam-
bridge College 
give annual 

public Town Gown reports 
about what each institution has 
been doing for the last 365 days 
and what the future has in store. 
Because in a city of slightly over 
100,000 people, it’s no small 

wonder that some of the na-
tion’s largest, richest, and most 
influential schools have a big 
impact on how this town works.

Theresa M. Stone SM ’76, 
MIT’s executive vice president 
and treasurer, began the pre-
sentation before the Cambridge 
Planning Board and a public 
audience at the Citywide Se-
nior Center this past Tuesday. 
Topping her list of MIT’s most 
notable recent initiatives was 
the ongoing MIT 150 celebra-
tion. In speaking of Institute 
activities that have the most 
relevance to the rest of Cam-
bridge, Stone emphasized the 
April 30 MIT 150 “Open House” 
— an opportunity for the gen-
eral public to “explore [MIT’s] 

labs and offices.” The Open 
House coincides with the first 
day of the Cambridge Science 
Festival, and jointly, the events 
are intended to “showcase 
Cambridge as an international 
leader in science, technology, 
engineering, and math.”

GreeningMIT, the Institute’s 
latest sustainability program, 
also shared the spotlight. Stone 
noted to the Planning Board that 
MIT’s collaboration with NStar 
to reduce MIT’s electrical use 
by 15 percent beat its first-year 
goal by about 30 percent, or 13 
million kilowatt-hours. She also 
highlighted MIT’s all-time low 
single-occupancy vehicle rate 

What’s down with Town Gown
Greening, MIT 150, real estate discussed at meeting

Jeff Guo—the tech

Students circumvent puddles as they cross Mass. Ave. It has already snowed 10�4 inches this month�

MIT and Harvard 
announce joint 
library initiative

Today, MIT and Harvard libraries an-
nounced a joint initiative that marks a fu-
ture of greater integration between their 
collective resources. Goals of the new 
plan include enabling reciprocal book 
requests, increasing access to digitized 
information, and sharing of physical re-
sources between the two universities.

Ann J. Wolpert, director of MIT Li-
braries, is excited about the new oppor-
tunities that are being made available 
by the new agreement. The two librar-
ies are currently working to form an im-
plementation plan, which is expected 
to be finished by the end of 2011.

According to Wolpert, MIT and 
Harvard libraries have had both for-
mal and informal interactions over the 
years. This new initiative, however, is 
the first time both will work together to 
share technical resources.

The plan aims to increase digital 
preservation and collection practices by 
establishing a new technical platform to 
host the libraries’ content and catalogs. 
In addition, the libraries plan to set up a 
new joint off-site storage facility.

Wolpert said that both libraries are 
planning to invest in a new technical 
platform that will introduce support 
for a greater variety of multimedia re-
sources. The new technical platform 
is also planned to support data mining 
from various online resources that will 
enable users to access news on current 
events and research developments.

Last April, Harvard and MIT began a 
pilot program to make their collections 
easily available to undergraduates from 
both schools. Reciprocal borrowing 
privileges were already available to fac-
ulty, researchers, and graduate students.

—robert McQueen

By Evan Moore
Staff reporter

In April 2009, faced with over 
$400,000 in budget cuts, MIT’s Depart-
ment of Athletics, Physical Education, 
and Recreation (DAPER) cut eight 
varsity teams — Women’s and Men’s 
Gymnastics, Women’s and Men’s Hock-
ey, Golf, Alpine Skiing, Wrestling, and 
Pistol. The move saved DAPER nearly 
half a million dollars in expenditures 
annually, but caused outcry across 
campus and lost MIT its status as one of 
only two schools in the nation with 41 
varsity sports — the other being Har-
vard. Within the course of a day, these 
teams went from established varsity 
programs to groups with indetermi-
nate futures. And although the club 
sports moratorium was lifted to allow  
the seven cut teams without club ana-
logues (a club Women’s Hockey team 
existed at the time of the cuts) to con-
tinue, the transition was not going to 
be easy — from losing athletes to com-
peting in a new league, the new club 
teams had a lot of work ahead of them 
besides raising money and resolving 
management issues.

From NCAA varsity to club 
league

As club sports, almost all teams 
had to compete in new leagues and 
divisions. 

Nicholas C. Swenson ’12, Golf Club 
president, believes club competition is 
“less intense” and that by “playing on 
a varsity team, people are more moti-
vated to play very well.”

He still views his opponents as 
worthy competition, and he hasn’t lost 
his sense of team spirit. “At any given 

IN ShOrt
Senator Scott P. Brown (R-Mass) and 
President Hockfield will tour MIT’s In-
stitute for Soldier Nanotechnologies  to-
day and discuss Brown’s legislation. 

New stops were added to the Tech 
Shuttle (Media Lab) and Cambridge 
West Saferide (Kendall Square and 
Sloan).

UROP Direct Funding applications for 
Spring 2011 are due on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 10.

Get your recycling bin ready! Recy-
cleMania will run from February 6 to 
April 2.

Send news information and tips to 
news@tech.mit.edu.

Ian A. Waitz, head of the Department of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics (Course XVI) 
was named the new Dean of Engineering on 
Tuesday. Waitz succeeds Subra Suresh ScD 
’81 as Dean, who left MIT to direct the Na-
tional Science Foundation last September, 
and current Interim Dean of Engineering 
Cynthia Barnhart PhD ’88. He will assume 
his duties as Dean this Monday, February 7.

In an e-mail sent to Course XVI stu-
dents, faculty, and staff, Waitz said that his 
three years as head of the department have 
been “the most rewarding of my 20 years at 
MIT.” He said that although there were still 
some things he had wished to accomplish 
as Department Head, he was confident that 
Course XVI would continue to thrive after 

Former 
varsity 
sports, 
profiled
Money not the 
only problem

SaM ranGe—the tech

Ian A. Waitz named new Dean of Engineering

Varsity sports, Page 10 town Gown, Page 19

Waitz, Page 13

INSIDe map:  
MIT’s slice of 
Cambridge is 
bigger than 
you think!
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Extended Forecast
today: Afternoon sunshine. High 32°F (0°C). Winds SW 

at 15–20 mph.
tonight: Becoming cloudy late. Low 22°F (-6°C). Winds 

SW at 6–10 mph.
tomorrow: Snow or rain beginning in the afternoon, 

then snow overnight. High 35°F (2°C). Winds SW at 
6–10 mph becoming E.

Sunday: Snow tapering off. Highs in the mid 30s°F 
(2°C).

Monday: More snow showers possible. Highs in the mid 
30s°F (2°C).

By Vince agard
STAFF METEorologiST

As our area recovers 
from its latest bout of wintry 
weather, yet another snow-
storm is set to impact the 
region this weekend. Once 
again, a coastal low pressure 
system currently located 
over the southeastern states 
will make its way northward, 
bringing with it wintry pre-
cipitation for Saturday and 
Sunday night.

While the snowfall totals 
from this event will depend 
on the exact track of the 
storm, which is still some-
what uncertain, snow or 
rain will begin on Saturday 
afternoon before changing 
to all snow overnight. The 
total accumulations from 
this storm could range from 
4 to 10 inches. In any event, 
the storm will pile on to our 
already deep snow cover, 
which currently stands just 
below 30 inches.

Snow keeps piling on

By diana B. Henriques
ThE NEw york TiMES

Senior executives at JPMorgan 
Chase expressed serious doubts 
about the legitimacy of Bernard L. 
Madoff’s investment business more 
than 18 months before his Ponzi 
scheme collapsed but continued 
to do business with him, according 
to internal bank documents made 
public in a lawsuit Thursday.

On June 15, 2007, an obviously 
high-level risk management officer 
for Chase’s investment bank sent 
a lunchtime e-mail to colleagues 
to report that another bank ex-
ecutive “just told me that there is 
a well-known cloud over the head 
of Madoff and that his returns are 
speculated to be part of a Ponzi 
scheme.”

Even before that, a top pri-
vate banking executive had been 
consistently steering clients away 
from investments linked to Mad-

off because his “Oz-like signals” 
were “too difficult to ignore.” And 
the first Chase risk analyst to look 
at a Madoff feeder fund, in Febru-
ary 2006, reported to his superiors 
that its returns did not make sense 
because it did far better than the 
securities that were supposedly in 
its portfolio.

Despite those suspicions and 
many more, the bank allowed Ma-
doff to move billions of dollars of 
investors’ cash in and out of his 
Chase bank accounts up until the 
day of his arrest in December 2008 
— although by then, the bank had 
withdrawn all but $35 million of 
the $276 million it had invested 
in Madoff-linked hedge funds, ac-
cording to the litigation.

In a statement, the bank disput-
ed the trustee’s accusations and 
said it would “vigorously” chal-
lenge the claims in court. The law-
suit against the bank was filed un-
der seal Dec. 2 by Irving H. Picard, 

the bankruptcy trustee gathering 
assets for Madoff’s victims. At 
that time, David J. Sheehan, the 
trustee’s lawyer, asserted that Ma-
doff “would not have been able to 
commit this massive Ponzi scheme 
without this bank.”

But with the case under seal, 
there was no way to gauge the doc-
umentation on which the trustee 
based his $6.4 billion in claims 
against the bank — until now.

The bank and the trustee mu-
tually agreed to unseal the com-
plaint, which is one of dozens of 
big-ticket claims the trustee has 
filed to recover assets for the vic-
tims of the Ponzi scheme. Other 
defendants include a half-dozen 
global banks, including HSBC in 
London and UBS in Switzerland, 
and the Wilpon family, the owners 
of the New York Mets.

To date, the trustee has col-
lected about $10 billion through 
settlements and asset sales.

JPMorgan executives doubted 
Madoff months before collapse

By Scott Shane
ThE NEw york TiMES

WASHINGTON — After main-
taining a low profile in protests 
led largely by secular young Egyp-
tians, the Muslim Brotherhood, the 
country’s largest opposition force, 
appeared to be taking a more as-
sertive role Thursday, issuing a 
statement asking for President 
Hosni Mubarak to step aside for a 
transitional government.

“We demand that this regime is 
overthrown, and we demand the 
formation of a national unity gov-
ernment for all the factions,” the 
Brotherhood said in a statement 
broadcast by Al-Jazeera.

The Obama administration has 
spoken cautiously about the future 
role of the Brotherhood, which has 
long been banned by Mubarak’s 
government, saying only that all 
parties must renounce violence 
and accept democracy. But one of 
the few near-certainties of a post-
Mubarak Egypt is that the Muslim 
Brotherhood will emerge as a pow-
erful political force.

The unanswered question, ac-

cording to experts on the region, is 
whether that will prove a manage-
able challenge for the United States 
and Israel or a catastrophe for U.S. 
interests in the Middle East.

The Brotherhood, founded in 
Egypt in 1928, is the world’s old-
est and largest Islamist movement, 
with affiliates in most Muslim 
countries and adherents in Europe 
and the United States.

Its size and diversity, and the 
legal ban that has kept it from gen-
uine political power in Egypt for 
decades, make it hard to character-
ize simply. As the Roman Catholic 
Church includes both those who 
practice leftist liberation theology 
and conservative anti-abortion 
advocates, so the Brotherhood 
includes both practical reformers 
and firebrand ideologues.

Which of those tendencies 
might rise to dominance in a new 
Egypt is under intense discussion 
inside the Obama administration, 
where officials say they may be 
willing to consult with the Brother-
hood during a political transition.

Bruce Riedel, a veteran observer 
of the Muslim world at the Brook-

ings Institution, said the United 
States has no choice but to accept 
the group’s role.

“If we really want democracy 
in Egypt, the Muslim Brotherhood 
is going to be a big part of the pic-
ture,” said Riedel, who was the 
Egypt desk officer at the Central 
Intelligence Agency when Muba-
rak came to power in 1981. “Rather 
than demonizing them, we ought 
to start engaging them now.”

U.S. politicians and pundits 
have used the Brotherhood as a 
sort of boogeyman, tagging it as 
a radical menace and the grand-
father of al-Qaida. That lineage is 
accurate in a literal sense: Some 
al-Qaida leaders, notably the ter-
ror network’s Egyptian second-
in-command, Ayman al-Zawahri, 
have roots in the organization. But 
al-Qaida leaders despise the Broth-
erhood because it has renounced 
violence and chosen to compete in 
elections.

“The Brotherhood hates al-
Qaida, and al-Qaida hates the 
Brotherhood,” said Shadi Hamid, 
director of research at the Brook-
ings Doha Center in Qatar.

Muslim Brotherhood’s stance 
in Egypt is strong but unclear

Dueling protests in Yemen 
unfold peacefully

SANAA, Yemen — Thousands of pro- and anti-government 
demonstrators held peaceful protests in this impoverished 
capital Thursday, playing out themes that have rocked nations 
across the Arab world as autocratic leaders struggle to press 
back the roaring demands of movements hungry for democ-
racy, accountability and the rule of law.

Yemen’s tribal culture and its heavily armed population 
raised fears of violence as events here seemed to unfold at a 
consolidated pace, with all sides trying to draw lessons from 
popular uprisings in Tunisia and then Egypt. But the events in 
the city appeared to end peacefully one day after the president, 
Ali Abdullah Saleh, went on television to offer his own conces-
sion to increasingly large opposition protests. He promised 
that he would not run — and that his son would also not run 
— when his term expired in 2013.

“I came here today to take part in the rally against extrem-
ism and to promote democracy,” said Sadiq al-Qadoos, a pro-
government demonstrator joined by thousands who were 
camped in Sanaa’s Tahrir Square, or Liberation Square, for the 
past two days. “And to show I am against chaos.”

—Laura Kasinof and Michael Slackman,  The New York Times

Merkel, in reversal, proposes 
new plan to rescue Euro

BRUSSELS — For a year, as Europe struggled with its debt 
crisis, Germany’s chancellor, Angela Merkel, lived up to her 
nickname of “Frau Nein,” or Mrs. No, by stalling on each rescue 
effort.

Suddenly Merkel is saying “yes,” and that could mean a big 
leap forward in European integration.

When they meet here on Friday, the 27 heads of govern-
ment will hear new ideas on how to save the euro, delivered by 
Merkel and the French president, Nicolas Sarkozy, but written 
largely in Berlin.

In exchange for bolstering the euro zone rescue fund, Merkel 
will press others to mimic Germany’s economic rise. She is pro-
posing to coordinate retirement ages across countries, scrap 
any links between wages and inflation and bring corporate tax 
systems closer together.

—Stephen Castle, The New York Times

GOP proposes $32 billion cuts 
in discretionary spending

WASHINGTON — After clamoring loudly about their plans 
to curtail federal spending, House Republicans announced 
Thursday that they would cut $32 billion for the remainder of 
the fiscal year — a minuscule amount compared with a pro-
jected annual deficit of nearly $1.5 trillion.

The Republican proposal is effectively $58 billion less than 
the domestic and foreign aid programs in President Barack 
Obama’s budget request for 2011 — far short of the $100 billion 
in cuts that Rep. John A. Boehner promised before the Novem-
ber elections that catapulted Republicans into the House ma-
jority and made him the speaker.

Republicans said that their cuts, prorated for the balance of 
the fiscal year, still fulfilled their campaign pledge to reduce to 
2008 levels the government’s discretionary spending on every-
thing other than national security. They said that the Demo-
crats’ failure to approve a budget or pass any of the normal 
spending bills precluded further cuts.

But their unwillingness to impose steeper reductions also 
reflected the severe difficulty they face in slashing spending on 
the wide scale demanded by some Republicans, especially Tea 
Party-backed freshmen elected

—David M. Herszenhorn, The New York TImes



Friday, February 4, 2011 The Tech  3W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

iO
N

 W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

iO
N

 W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

iO
N

 W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

iO
N

 W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

iO
N

 W
O

R
LD

By Neil MacFarquhar
The New York Times 

UNITED NATIONS — Global 
food prices are moving ever higher, 
hitting record levels last month as a 
jittery market reacted to unpredict-
able weather and tight supplies, 
according to a U.N. report released 
Thursday.

It was the seventh consecu-
tive month of food price increases, 
according to the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization, 
which put out the report. And with 
some basic food stocks low, prices 
will probably continue reaching 
new heights, at least until the re-
sults of the harvest next summer are 
known, analysts said.

“Uncertainty itself is a new factor 
in the market that pushes up prices 
and will not push them down,” said 
Abdolreza Abbassian, an economist 
and the grain expert at FAO. “Peo-
ple don’t trust anyone to tell them 
about the harvest and the weather, 

so it has to await harvest time.”
Scattered bright sports in the 

report led experts to suggest that a 
repeat of the 2008 food riots stem-
ming from similar sharp price in-
creases might not be imminent. 
Rice was slightly cheaper and meat 
prices stable, they noted. But the 
overall uncertainty and inflation 
could eventually make the situation 
worse than three years ago, they 
said.

Riots and demonstrations erupt-
ing across the Middle East are not 
directly inspired by rising food pric-
es alone, experts noted, but that is 
one factor fueling the anger directed 
toward governments in the region. 
Egypt was among more than a doz-
en countries that experienced food 
riots in 2008.

The FAO price index, which 
tracks 55 food commodities for ex-
port, rose 3.4 percent in January, 
hitting its highest level since track-
ing began in 1990, the report said. 
Countries not dependent on food 

imports are less affected by global 
volatility. Still, food prices are ex-
pected to rise 2 percent to 3 percent 
in the United States this year.

Four main factors are seen as 
driving prices higher: weather; 
higher demand; smaller yields; and 
crops diverted to biofuels. Volatile 
weather patterns often attributed to 
climate change are wreaking havoc 
with some harvests. Heavy rains 
in Australia damaged wheat to the 
extent that much of its usually high-
quality crop has been downgraded 
to feed, experts noted.

Brokers are waiting to see how 
acreage in the United States will be 
divided between soybeans, corn 
and cotton, with cotton fetching re-
cord prices, Abbassian said.

Sugar prices are also at a 30-
year high, he said. Prices for cereals 
are rising but still below their April 
2008 peak. Oils and fats are up and 
close to their 2008 level, and dairy is 
higher but still below its 2007 peak, 
the report said.

Global food prices continue to rise, 
last month record high, says U.N.

By Ethan Bronner
The New York Times 

AMMAN, Jordan — King Abdul-
lah II, struggling to stave off growing 
public discontent, widened his po-
litical outreach Thursday and met 
with the Muslim Brotherhood for 
the first time in nearly a decade. He 
also asserted in a statement that he 
would fight corruption and foster a 
broad national dialogue.

The statement from the royal 
court said, “The king reaffirmed in a 
meeting with a delegation from the 
Muslim Brotherhood and the Islam-
ic Action Front that it is important 
for them to work together to press 
political reform that will increase 
the role of citizens in decision mak-
ing.”

A Muslim Brotherhood leader, 
Zaki Bani Rsheid, said earlier in an 
interview in his Amman office that 
the newly appointed prime minister, 
Marouf al-Bakhit, had offered the 
movement a role in his government 
but that it had turned him down.

“We refused because we want 
the prime minister to be elected, not 
appointed by the king, and we want 
real elections,” he said. “We are will-
ing to be a partner but in a real gov-
ernment.”

The Muslim Brotherhood is es-
timated to have the support of 25 
percent to 30 percent of Jordan’s 6 
million people. It was expected to 
lead modest demonstrations Fri-
day calling for democratic steps, al-
though others who had taken part in 
past weeks said they would hold off 
and evaluate the nature of the new 
government.

On Tuesday, after weeks of low-
level protests demanding change 
here — and after huge street revolts 
brought political upheaval to Tuni-
sia and Egypt — Abdullah fired his 
Cabinet and appointed al-Bakhit 
prime minister. The king publicly 
instructed him to pursue democrat-
ic reforms and reach out to a broad 
range of constituents. Al-Bakhit has 
held many consultations in prepa-
ration for forming his government, 

in itself a rare step here.
Abdullah, who turned 49 on Sun-

day and has been on the throne for 
12 years, is clearly shaken by events 
in the region and in his own coun-
try. He has been paying surprise vis-
its in recent days to poor areas and 
villages and ordering assistance to 
the families he has encountered.

Thursday’s statement acknowl-
edged the failure of recent efforts at 
reform, blaming “people who put 
their personal interests above the 
public interest, fear of change and 
hesitation in making decisions.” It 
said the king expected the new gov-
ernment to start a comprehensive 
national dialogue that included all 
segments of society.

It added that a new electoral law 
should be drafted that would attract 
political parties to take part in elec-
tions and that all the country’s is-
sues should be discussed publicly 
“with transparency, openness and 
clarity.” It vowed tough punishment 
for anyone involved in corruption, 
saying, “no one is above the law.”

Jordan’s King meets with Muslim 
Brotherhood, fights corruption

By Kevin Sack
The New York Times

Virginia’s attorney general an-
nounced Thursday that he hoped 
to bypass an initial appellate review 
by asking the U.S. Supreme Court to 
consider the constitutionality of the 
Obama health care law on an expe-
dited basis.

Only rarely does the Supreme 
Court grant such hearings, and it has 
already rejected a similar request in 
another legal challenge to the health 
care act. But the commonwealth’s at-
torney general, Kenneth T. Cuccinelli 
II, said the legal and governmental 
confusion sown by conflicting lower-
court opinions demanded a rapid 
resolution.

“Currently, state governments 
and private businesses are being 
forced to expend enormous amounts 
of resources to prepare to implement 
a law that in the end may be declared 
unconstitutional,” Cuccinelli said in 
a statement.

In December, Cuccinelli became 
the first plaintiff to win a challenge to 
the health care act, when Judge Hen-
ry E. Hudson of U.S. District Court in 

Richmond, Va., struck down a provi-
sion that requires most Americans 
to obtain insurance. The judge ruled 
that the insurance requirement ex-
ceeded Congress’ authority under 
the Constitution to regulate inter-
state commerce.

Two other federal judges, includ-
ing another in Virginia, had previous-
ly upheld the law. Then on Monday, 
Judge Roger Vinson of U.S. District 
Court in Pensacola, Fla., joined Hud-
son in striking down the insurance 
mandate. But unlike Hudson, Vinson 
invalidated the entire law.

The law, enacted last year by a 
Democratic Congress and signed in 
March by President Barack Obama, 
aims to cover 32 million uninsured 
Americans by ending insurer dis-
crimination against those with pre-
existing health conditions and by 
providing government subsidies to 
make coverage affordable.

The Justice Department, which 
is defending the Obama administra-
tion in the health litigation, has al-
ready filed a notice of appeal of Hud-
son’s ruling in the Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit in Richmond. 
Because of the geographic distribu-

tion of the four lower court rulings, 
three different courts of appeal are 
likely to hear the cases on their way 
to the Supreme Court.

Tracy Schmaler, a spokeswoman 
for the Justice Department, said 
the agency continued “to believe 
this case should follow the ordinary 
course” so that legal arguments 
could be fully developed before be-
ing presented to the Supreme Court. 
She pointed out that the insurance 
mandate does not take effect until 
2014 and that the Fourth Circuit has 
already expedited its schedule by 
setting oral arguments for May.

The Justice Department also is 
considering whether to seek a stay 
of the Florida decision in order to 
clarify confusion about whether the 
health care act remains in effect in 
the 26 states that are plaintiffs in the 
case.

Cuccinelli said he recognized that 
an expedited Supreme Court review 
would be exceptional. But he said 
that this case and the others chal-
lenging the constitutionality of the 
Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act, as the law is known, were 
“truly exceptional in their own right.”

Virginia to ask Supreme Court 
to rule on health care law

Shooting survivors concerned 
about cost of health care 

TUCSON, Ariz. — Seconds after gunfire erupted outside a su-
permarket here last month, Randy Gardner, one of those struck 
during the barrage, said another potential crisis immediately en-
tered his mind.

“I wondered, How much is this going to cost me?”’ he said. “It 
was a thought that went through my head right away.”

Tucson’s medical system quickly swung into action after the 
shootings, with ambulances and medical helicopters rushing vic-
tims to hospitals where trauma specialists awaited them. The life-
saving treatment the victims received over the ensuing days carried 
a heavy cost though, and the bills — the costliest of which may be 
in the hundreds of thousands of dollars for Rep. Gabrielle Giffords 
— are still being tallied.

But despite the fears of some victims, it does not appear that the 
shooting will ruin anyone financially. Interviews with victims as 
well as advocates assisting them suggest that most, if not all, of the 
13 people wounded that morning had health insurance, and health 
care providers say they expect insurance companies to cover the 
bulk of the medical costs.

—Marc Lacey and Sam Dolnick, The New York Times  

New lineup released for Haitian  
presidential runoff

MEXICO CITY — After a nearly two-month standoff with inter-
national donors over its disputed presidential election, Haiti’s elec-
toral commission on Thursday announced that it had removed the 
government-backed candidate from the second round of voting in 
favor of a popular musician whose supporters held fierce protests 
when he was initially excluded.

The election authorities said Mirlande H. Manigat, a former first 
lady and college administrator who was the top vote-getter in the 
Nov. 28 election, will face Michel Martelly, a performer with the 
stage name Sweet Micky, in a March 20 runoff.

The decision was a turnabout for the government, which had 
released preliminary results in December showing that Jude Celes-
tin, a public works official who was President Rene Preval’s choice, 
had come in second, leading to days of violent protests over accu-
sations of a stolen election.

But Preval, whose popularity has fallen as the pace of rebuilding 
from the January 2010 earthquake has slowed, came under intense 
diplomatic pressure to accept the conclusion of a team of interna-
tional experts who contended that Celestin had not earned a spot 
in the runoff because of tainted results.

—Randal C. Archibold, The New York Times 

Drought alarms Chinese leaders
HONG KONG — A severe drought in northern China has badly 

damaged the winter wheat crop and left the ground very dry for the 
spring planting, fueling inflation and alarming China’s leaders.

President Hu Jintao and Prime Minister Wen Jiabao separately 
toured drought-stricken regions this week and have called for “all-
out efforts” to address the effects of water shortages on agriculture, 
state media reported Thursday. Wen made a similar trip just 10 
days ago and called for long-term improvements in water manage-
ment.

Rising food prices were a problem last autumn even before the 
drought began, prompting the government to impose a wide range 
of price controls in mid-November. The winter wheat crop has 
been parched since then in northern China while unusually wide-
spread frost has hurt the vegetable crop in southern China. State 
media began warning a week ago that price controls on food might 
not be effective.

Some of the driest areas are close to Beijing, which has had no 
appreciable precipitation since Oct. 23, although there were brief 
snow flurries on Dec. 29. If the drought lasts another 11 days it will 
match one in the winter of 1970-71 as the longest since modern 
record keeping started in 1951, according to government meteo-
rologists quoted by state media.

—Keith Bradsher,   The New York Times

Nepal PM chosen, ends stalemate
KATMANDU, Nepal — Nepal’s bitterly divided legislature elect-

ed a new prime minister Thursday, ending a stalemate that had 
paralyzed the country for months as competing political parties 
fought to control the government in this strategically located Hi-
malayan nation.

The new prime minister, Jhalanath Khanal, immediately called 
upon Nepal’s rival political parties to support his administration 
and work together in finishing a new constitution expected to re-
structure the national government.

“My government will give full attention to the completion of the 
peace process and constitution writing,” Khanal told reporters.

Once a Hindu monarchy, Nepal is enduring a traumatic tran-
sition to democracy. A guerrilla war ended in 2006 after Maoist 
rebels agreed to stop fighting and form a political party. The Mao-
ists then unexpectedly won a plurality in 2008 national elections 
and assumed control of the government before walking away from 
power roughly nine months later in a dispute over control of the 
military.

It is unclear what sort of power-sharing agreement will exist be-
tween Khanal and the Maoists, or what the new government will 
look like. Khanal’s challenges are enormous. For one thing, politi-
cians are still fighting over how to integrate former Maoist fighters 
into the nation’s security forces. In the interim, more than 19,000 
former Maoist combatants are living in camps around Nepal.

There are also stark differences between the Maoists and other 
parties over the constitution, with some rival politicians accusing 
the Maoists of trying to subvert the process to weaken institutions 
that would support a multiparty democracy. The Maoists have de-
nied such charges and blamed other parties for trying to maintain 
their grip on power at the expense of the country’s poor.

—Kiran Chapagain and Jim Yardley, The New York Times
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P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions are 
due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.
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submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and will not 
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LETTERS TO THE EdITOR

Corporation election 
rules unfair

If I told you about an election process 
in which the candidates are placed on the 
ballot by a closed committee of insiders, the 
candidates are prohibited from responding 
to questions from the voters, and the voters 
themselves are admonished not to even 
ask any questions, would you guess that the 
election must be in Iran, communist China, 
or some other undemocratic venue domi-
nated by a self-serving dictatorship? You’d 
be wrong. These are the published rules 
which have been imposed by the Corpora-
tion Screening Committee on the election of 
a recent graduate to the MIT Corporation.

Titled “Electioneering Policy,” this poli-
cy instructs candidates that they must limit 
their communications to “the electronic 
poster page on the ballot that is made avail-
able to each individual who is selected to 
be a candidate on the ballot.” It warns that 
any other interaction with voters “will be 
considered inappropriate and may subject 
a candidate to disqualification.” Candidates 
are advised “if asked why they can’t talk 
about the election, inform voters that there 
is a policy which prohibits campaigning by 
both candidates and voters;” and they are 
encouraged to snitch on one another in 
e-mails to ballotviolations@mit.edu. Voters 
are also subject to the gag order by “a state-
ment on the ballot which advises all voters 
that they must abide by this policy as well.”

This despicable policy offends in every 
way the fundamental concept of a demo-
cratic election. It ensures that the voters 
are denied the most basic opportunity to 
inform themselves about the candidates by 
limiting them to the officially sanctioned 

ration of candidate information published 
by the same committee which chooses 
the candidates. This is hardly a method to 
ensure that voters would be able to cast 
their votes on an informed basis. Why even 
bother to hold an election when such a 
complete gag rule is being imposed?

This is yet another reflection of an ad-
ministration which appears to be far more 
concerned about its own convenience and 
perpetuation than in fostering the kinds of 
vigorous civil discourse and open process-
es which are indispensable if the goal is 
for MIT to maintain its leadership as a top 
institution of its kind. This process seems 
to be carefully designed to minimize the 
chances of electing to the MIT Corporation 
a recent graduate who may bring an inde-
pendent, perhaps dissenting, viewpoint. It 
appears that the Administration whole-
heartedly endorses the Orwellian truth: 
“Slavery is Freedom”.

The Electioneering Policy is accessible 
here: http://alum.mit.edu/sites/default/
files/ic_assets/benefits/docs/candidateele
ctioneeringstatementtoNominees.pdf

richard Kramer ’75

The Dollar Pledge 
supports MIT 
students

When we read The Tech’s report on the 
developments in Orientation and Residen-
tial Exploration (REX, formerly known as 
R/O), we decided that, as alumni, we had 
to support the students. We created the 
Dollar Pledge for this very purpose.

By donating a single dollar through the 

Alumni Association, alumni can show their 
concern for the well-being of students. 
Every one of these dollars in the dona-
tion books is a powerful vote in support 
of students. Moreover, by donating what 
you would have given to MIT to another 
foundation or charity, you can still have a 
positive impact on the community, while 
standing up and sending a strong message 
to the administration.

The Dollar Pledge is about much more 
than just REX. The slashing of REX is just 
one of many attacks on student affairs in 
the past few years. These controversies 
have ranged in scale from the abrupt laying 
off of a single individual, Dean Simonis of 
Student Support Services, to the debate 
on mandatory dining, which affected the 
entire student body and stretched out over 
the course of years. Students have rightly 
pushed back through official channels, and 
protested in less orthodox ways. We stand 
by them; the administration must give 
students a legitimate say in the decisions 
which significantly impact their everyday 
lives.

With the Dollar Pledge, we aim to 
provide MIT alumni and other donors 
with a positive means of supporting MIT’s 
mission and unique student body. Further, 
we wish to quantify the cost of decisions 
which make MIT students unhappy, and 
ultimately, unhealthy. It is no secret that 
happier, empowered students make willing 
alumni donors down the line.

Please support the students of MIT by 
taking the Dollar Pledge at dollar-pledge.
mit.edu. As of writing, a few days after 
launch, we have more than 50 donors, giv-
ing a combined total of more than $4,000 to 
charitable institutions other than MIT.

drew m. altschul ’08



O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

IN
IO

N
Friday, February 4, 2011   The Tech  5

Cairo is burning
Let us hope that other Arab thrones might burn as brightly

By Keith Yost
Staff columniSt

It is the eleventh straight day of pro-
tests in Egypt, and nearly every day has 
been marked by fierce and violent clashes 
between protesters and riot police. The 
president, Hosni Mubarak, an 82-year old 
autocrat, has only avoided the fate of his 
Tunisian counterpart by sacking his entire 
government and scheduling elections for 
September, at which point he claims he will 
step down. Given the mercurial nature of 
revolutions, and of Arab revolutions in par-
ticular, anything is possible — but for now, 
the Egyptian regime seems set to end with a 
whimper, not a bang.

Embarrassingly for Rupert Murdoch et 
al., it is Al Jazeera that has provided the best 
coverage of the unrest. One might wonder 
snarkily why U.S. viewers weren’t treated to 
Wolf Blitzer reporting live via hologram from 
Alexandria, but a proper excoriation of the 
sorry excuse for journalism that we call U.S. 
cable news needs more column inches than 
there are here to do it justice. For now, let it 
suffice to say that the lead Al Jazeera has tak-
en is symbolic: this is an Egyptian moment. 
It is a fully organic movement born out of 
Arab frustration and not American prompt-
ing; the U.S. pressured Mubarak to keep the 
December 2010 elections honest, but he 
rigged them anyway, and when the chips 
were down, we did nothing of substance to 
penalize him.

Many have taken the opportunity to 
judge the United States and find it mor-
ally wanting. But it is hardly fair to blame 
the U.S. for finding a modus vivendi with 
the regimes that are ubiquitous throughout 
the Middle East. Should we have held our 
breath and refused to deal with undemo-
cratic states? And what of those countries 

that have made democratic reforms — 
should we now hold our breath and refuse 
to deal with them until they treat women 
and homosexuals as equals, or embrace 
the full plethora of human rights? Foreign 
policy cannot be about moralistic stands — 
it must be driven by rational objectives and 
practical ends. The U.S. has a small set of 
carrots and sticks that it can use as lever-
age; given the previous widespread apathy 
of the Arab street toward democratic re-
form, the decision to apply our influence 
toward keeping peace between Middle 
Eastern states was amply justified.

And as for the charge that U.S. support 
for undemocratic regimes is the wellspring 
of anti-American sentiment, the critics have 
forgotten their history. Organized Arab an-
ti-Americanism began in Egypt itself with 
president-cum-strongman Gamal Abdel 
Nasser, who ginned up the idea as a way 
to bolster his undemocratic, nationalistic 
rule. This happened despite the lengths that 
America went to help Egypt; during the Sinai 
War we intervened to prevent Israel, France, 
and Britain from carving off huge portions 
of Egypt. In doing so we ended the role of 
our allies, France and the United Kingdom, 
as global powers and kept the Suez, a vital 
choke-point for international shipping, in 
non-aligned hands. Let it be known that no 
good deed goes unpunished.

In any case, the past is the past. The pro-
tests in Egypt present the United States with 
a choice: watch Mubarak fall, and with him 
years of effort at peace in Israel, or back the 
opposition and work to promote democratic 
reforms in the Arab world.

Since 1979 and the Camp David Accords, 
we have sent $1.3 billion per year to Egypt as 
a bribe to stay out of war with Israel. Regime 
change in Egypt is unlikely to produce a mili-
tary strike on Israel — not least of all because 

today’s Egyptian military is no match for the 
IDF, but also because few rational actors 
would give the U.S. an excuse to withdraw 
such a large amount of aid.

However, while a new regime in Egypt is 
unlikely to start military trouble with Israel, 
it is likely to withdraw its support for Pales-
tinian moderates who are negotiating a two-
state solution. Without moderates at the 

helm, there is little hope of finding an agree-
ment. The collapse of peace talks, as it has in 
the past, would be likely to signal the start of 
a fresh round of violence and retribution.

No American president should blithely 
surrender a chance for peace in Israel, but 
the opportunity to spur broader democratic 
reform in the Arab world is too tantalizing to 
pass up. The peace process is, by many ac-
counts, already dead in the water, and the 
leak of the “Palestinian Papers” notwith-
standing, it is Israel and its conservative gov-
ernment that shoulder most of the blame for 
the failure. 

The U.S. has unprecedented leverage 
over its Arab allies to push for real democrat-
ic reform. Now, while Arab monarchs and 
strongmen sit with the Damoclean sword of 
popular revolt hanging over their heads, the 
U.S. has an opportunity to run the table and 
demand fresh civil liberties, freedom for po-
litical prisoners, and greater representation 
by opposition groups, using every dollar of 

aid and every diplomatic favor as bargaining 
chips.

There are plenty of reasons to support 
democracy and freedom as ends in and of 
themselves. However, we should not pursue 
this democratic transition out of an idealis-
tic faith in the peacefulness or pro-Ameri-
canism of democratic states, but instead out 
of a realistic calculation of our self-interest. 
Whether governed by strongmen or elected 
representatives, states face the same securi-
ty dilemmas and foreign policy motivations, 
and are likely to come up with the same an-
swers. A democratic Egypt (or Saudi Arabia, 
or Jordan, or Kuwait) is just as likely to bal-
ance its forces against a belligerent Iran and 
ally with the United States to that end.

The difference is that democratic states 
are stronger, more internally stable than au-
tocracies. A state that needs fewer soldiers 
to maintain security at home can project 
more of its strength abroad; a society that 
embraces female education, employment, 
and equality goes to war armed with the 
output of millions of Rosie the Riveters. The 
coalition of allies that we assemble to hedge 
against a Persian hegemony will be un-
changed by democratization, and it will be 
stronger for having given its citizens a voice 
and enhanced its legitimacy.

As the clock ticks down toward an Ira-
nian bomb, we have limited time with which 
to prepare the ground. Will we stare down 
the ayatollahs with a set of fragile and ideo-
logically bankrupt allies, or will we keep 
Ahmadinejad in check with a constellation 
of reforming powers? There is too much 
promise in this moment to suborn it all in 
short-run service to a half-dead peace pro-
cess. Both our ideals as well as our long-term 
national interests lie with a freer Arab world. 
Mr. Obama, opportunity is knocking — are 
you home?

The first step is admitting you have a problem
MIT administration should be honest about their motives

By Will Whitney

Dear MIT Administration,
In the future, please give us more believ-

able rationalizations than “Faculty are worried 
[students are] worn out by the time classes be-
gin.” It’s increasingly obvious that you aren’t 
even making a significant effort to justify your 
actions (see: “an improved House Dining 
plan that offers greater breadth and flexibil-
ity”). There is no student on campus who be-
lieves that you wish to take away REX because 
“freshmen report too much free time,” Dean 
Hastings. I don’t know whether it’s more ri-
diculous to be concerned about MIT students 
being tired (Really? We are?) or bored. And 
you certainly can’t raise both concerns at the 
same time.

These absurd justifications serve only to 
augment the current wave of frustration with 
you. The dining plan isn’t “improved” when 
almost none of the students support it, and 
a full-length REX half a week before classes 
is unlikely to make us sleep through lecture. 
When you lie to us, Administration, it makes 
us angry.

Let’s face it: the changes suck. But they 
aren’t the end of the world.

Maybe instead of concocting all this drivel, 
you should have spared yourself the trouble 
and admitted the truth: We’re broke.

Through the end of 2008, MIT’s endow-
ment had a truly remarkable track record. 
From 1999 through 2008 it had an annual-
ized return of 13.2 percent, hitting a peak of 
$10.1 billion before things took a turn for the 
worse. The economic downturn resulted in a 

21 percent drop in the endowment’s value in 
a single year, leaving it at less than $8 billion 
at the end of 2009. Even factoring in the slight 
gains of the last year, our endowment is cur-
rently at less than 2006 levels. Our spending, 
on the other hand, is not.

So that’s why we’ve seen all of these re-
cent changes! I can’t say that I’m exactly 
happy about the new dining system, and I’m 
certainly not done fighting about REX, but 
… suddenly, you don’t seem like the enemy 
anymore. I believe you are genuinely trying to 
give us what we want and need given the In-
stitute’s current limited resources. So why are 
you so unwilling to tell us what is going on? 
Are you afraid that students are like preda-
tors, ready to pounce at the first sign of finan-
cial weakness?

Let’s consider what did happen in a case 
where you admitted the problem: Residen-
tial Life funding. Dorm budgets in the past 
two years have suffered significant budget 
cuts, and what did we do? We stuck together. 
Housemasters gave some of their funds to 
GRTs, and “students seemed all right with the 
changes. […] they realized that we had to be 

more frugal with our budget while our econ-
omy is struggling,” as put by a Baker GRT last 
year. No bickering, no petitions, no mess. You 
presented us with a problem, and we dealt 
with it.

Last November, the new York times cre-
ated an interactive puzzle on their website 
that allowed their readers to experiment with 
various ways to balance the United States’ 
budget, from cuts to federal workers’ salaries 
to withdrawal from the Middle East to chang-
es to Social Security. It was enlightening, 
not because it gave any clear solutions, but 
because it had none to give. No matter what 
your political inclinations might be, some of 
the decisions you had to make to put the U.S. 
in the black were necessary evils. Perhaps 
MIT might benefit from the same type of re-
source. Is it better to create a mandatory din-
ing plan that will put a tax on students who 
choose to live in some dorms, or to cut half 
of our athletics department, or fire a quar-
ter of our professors? Let the significance of 
those decisions stare us, the students, in the 
face, and we will be much more willing to talk 
about changes.

We love our culture, and we’re willing to do 
an awful lot to preserve it, whether that means 
working with you or against you. Up until 
this point, you have been attacking it. Out of 
sheer stubborn refusal to admit the problem 
your changes are attempting to solve, you 
have made yourself the enemy of practically 
the entire student body, when by all rights 
we should be on the same side. Appeal to our 
better natures, ask for our understanding, and 
present the problems at hand, and you may be 

surprised at what we are willing to do to help. 
Maybe the dorms would contribute some of 
their funds to REX. Maybe the students and 
alumni would donate a sufficient amount to 
cover the costs of orientation.

“We’re sorry,” you might say, “but due to 
the current recession, we must reduce our 
costs by $40 million in addition to the cuts we 
have already made. Here are a few plans we 
have come up with so far that could balance 
our budget. We welcome student feedback on 
these options through online comments and 
voting, and we will give full consideration to 
any alternative proposals. We thank you for 
your understanding and assistance in this 
trying time.” We’ll understand. We’re college 
students — we know a thing or two about be-
ing broke. Wastepaper baskets are an integral 
structural component of my desk, so yes, I be-
lieve I can wrap my head around the idea of 
reducing costs.

“I think we all share the same values — we 
want to welcome students, and have them be 
ready to find the right residence or commu-
nity for them,” said Julie Norman, director of 
the Office of Undergraduate Advising and Ac-
ademic Programming, and I believe her. You 
aren’t evil, Administration, and you’re trying 
to do the best you can with what you have. You 
want us to be happy, and that means ensuring 
the Institute has enough money to function. 
Just admit you’re the good guys so that we can 
all get on with our lives.

Sincerely, 
A Team Player
Will Whitney is a member of the class of 

2013.

We should not pursue 
democratic transition 
out of an idealistic faith 
in the peacefulness of 
democracies, but out of 
realistic self-interest.

Maybe instead of 
concocting all this 
drivel, you should have 
spared yourself the 
trouble and admitted 
the truth: We’re broke.

H.R. 3: A frightening affront to rape survivors
By Michael Veldman

Staff columniSt

Editors note: Readers are advised that 
this article contains discussions of the circum-
stances of rape.

Given the great deal of garbage that our 
country is dealing with at the moment, you 
might think that our new Speaker of the 
House would prioritize the issues that press 
most fervently on the hearts of Americans. 
Instead, John Boehner (R-Ohio) has declared 
that the passing H.R. 3 is of “critical” impor-
tance and “one of our highest legislative pri-

orities.” What is H.R. 3, you ask?
It is the No Taxpayer Funding for [Job-

Killing] Abortion Act, and it seems on the 
surface as though it wouldn’t actually change 
much of anything with regard to U.S. health 
care policy. After all, the Hyde Amendment, 
which has been dutifully renewed every year 
since 1976, has effectively prevented taxpayer 
monies from paying for abortions, with the 
exception of pregnancies that would endan-
ger the life of the mother or those that result 
from rape or incest.

However, H.R. 3  — sponsored by Rep. 
Christopher Smith (R-NJ) and cosponsored 

by 173 House members — would not only 
codify the Hyde Amendment, but also rede-
fine what rape is in the eyes of the law. Ac-
cording to the bill, no federal funds can be 
used for an abortion as a result of rape or in-
cest unless “the pregnancy occurred because 
the pregnant female was the subject of an act 
of forcible rape or, if a minor, an act of incest” 
(Sec. 309).

Allow me to explain the implications of 
this monstrous piece of legislation. First, no-
tice the “if a minor” aside. This means that 
victims of incest that are 18 or above do not 
qualify. This stipulation is utterly nonsensi-

cal. What changes morally between an incest 
survivor who is a minor and one who is a legal 
adult that would force the latter to carry their 
pregnancy to term?

Of special concern for parents is the fact 
that statutory rape is not included in this 
designation. If a 20-year-old “has sex with” a 
child seven years his junior and a pregnancy 
results, it does not count as rape to Rep. Smith 
and his cosponsors; the child must carry the 
pregnancy to term.

Further, the language specifically desig-

H.R. 3, Page 6
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Autocratic rule is a failing strategy
Why the Arab League should embrace democracy

By Kavya Joshi

Of the 22 countries in the Arab League, 
three posses quasi-democratic governments. 
The remaining 19 are absolute monar-
chies, constitutional monarchies or “strong-
manned” republics. Each of the three na-
tions that do qualify as being democratic is 
struggling with its government. Iraq, which 
had democracy forced upon it by the United 
States seven years ago, still has an unstable 
government. Lebanon has a novel crisis in 
the form of its brand new government, and 
Palestine still awaits recognition as a state 
by half the world. It time for the rulers of the 
Arab League — both the non—democratic 
and barely democratic countries — to grace-
fully embrace democracy for the greater good 
of their people.

Quality of life
Although Saudi Arabia has the 39th high-

est per capita GDP in the world, the quality 
of life of its people is affected by its highly re-
strictive civil “liberties” — political and reli-
gious freedoms, women’s rights, and other 
human rights are practically non-existent in 
this country, which is run by the royal Saudi 
family. The absolute monarchy has used Is-
lamic law as an unfounded excuse to impose 
absurd restrictions, such as the driving ban 
on women and the mandatory face veil for 
non-Muslim women.

Anyone who believes that the people of 
Saudi Arabia approve of these policies is de-
lusional; there are several books written by 
Saudi nationals that detail the extreme op-
pression they face every day and their frustra-
tion with a law system that is largely irrational 
and unfair. In addition, desperate attempts at 
protest against issues like women being for-
bidden from driving are regularly staged. 

Democracy would provide the perfect an-
swer — it would allow for a better way of life 

without sacrificing the identity of the nation 
as a Muslim country. Because 97 percent of 
the population in Saudi Arabia is Muslim, 
there is little danger of the loss of those tradi-
tional values that are respected by the peo-
ple. For example, Saudi women launched a 
highly popular “My Guardian Knows What’s 
Best for Me” petition in 2008 defending the 
Islamic guardianship law, which states that 
every woman must have a male guardian 
(usually a father or husband) who has du-
ties to and rights over the woman. The law, 
which seems unacceptably patronizing and 
demeaning to me and perhaps most women 
outside Saudi Arabia, is considered a flatter-

ing cultural custom by most women in the 
nation, who claim that the concept is inac-
cessible to those who do not understand Is-
lamic law. Fair enough; in their democracy, 
such a law would stay. On the other hand, 
many of these women are vehemently op-
posed to the driving ban. Consequently, the 
ban would be lifted. 

The situation in “republican” Libya — 
which has the 56th highest per capita GDP 
in the world — is comparable. The authori-
tarian regime under Muammar el-Qaddafi 
provides scarce human rights to the people 
who do not have the right to change their 
government. Freedom of speech, press, as-
sembly, association, and religion are heavily 
restricted as well. 

The quality of life, typically measured with 
respect to the rights and freedoms of the peo-

ple, in the other nations of the Arab League, 
however, is hugely better. And for these coun-
tries, the reason to move towards democ-
racy is the standard of living that democracy 
makes possible.

Standard of Living
Tunisia, under the rule of ex—President 

Zine El-Abidine Ben Ali, faced repression of 
its once independent press, trade unions, 
and universities. In addition to the restriction 
of individual liberties — for example, only 
very limited and unfairly monitored internet 
access was permitted — the government se-
verely disrupted the education system. Pub-
lic schools at all levels were provided with 
insufficient facilities, and the system was rife 
with corruption. These conditions resulted in 
extremely high unemployment rates. Add to 
this the effect of the high cost of living result-
ing from the economic crisis and the blatant 
corruption of the self-proclaimed “president 
for life,” and the nation’s standard of living is 
catastrophically diminished. 

The people of Tunisia made the news 
earlier this year for revolting. The “Jasmine 
Revolution” succeeded in forcing Ben Ali out 
of power and in raising issues with potential 
successorslike the release of political prison-
ers, freedom of the press, the legality of all 
political parties, and the holding of legiti-
mate elections. As with any democracy in the 
world, it is unclear if the new government will 
prove worse for Tunisia. However, all that the 
people of Tunisia currently want is the power 
to choose.

The theme of poor economic conditions, 
a lack of opportunity, a pathetic education 
system, and rampant corruption is recurrent 
in most other countries of the Arab League. 
Republics under authoritarian regimes — 
Egypt, Algeria, Jordan, Sudan, Yemen, Dji-
bouti, Syria, Somalia, Mauritania, and the 
Union of the Comoros — as well as Morocco, 

a constitutional monarchy, would all benefit 
from uncorrupted democracies.

The remaining five nations are exceptions 
to both the standard of living and quality of 
life arguments in favor of democratization. 
Qatar, The United Arab Emirates, Oman, Bah-
rain and Kuwait — all monarchial regimes — 
have among the highest per capita GDPs in 
the world. The quality of life of their people 
is respectable; most rights and individual 
freedoms — except, in some cases, freedom 
of speech and press — exist in these coun-
tries. However, suffrage is arguably the most 
important freedom. If the people choose to 
vote for a government whose policy disallows 
another freedom, this would be equivalent to 
the people signing away that freedom. By this 
logic, the maximum benefit for the people 
would lie in a democracy.

The self-immolation of Mohammed 
Bouazizi in Tunisia ignited in his people the 
otherwise dormant desire for democracy, 
and they may just succeed in obtaining it. 
Had I written this article one week ago, I 
would have ended my discussion with the 
prediction of revolution spreading to the oth-
er countries in the region. However, today I 
conclude by pointing out that this has already 
happened on a large scale in Egypt, and on a 
smaller scale in Yemen, Algeria and Jordan; 
minor incidents have also occurred in Mauri-
tania, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Sudan, Syria and 
Libya.

The only arguments that apply against de-
mocracy in the Arab League are the standard 
arguments that apply against democracy as a 
whole. Islam is not incompatible with democ-
racy, as is proved by the democratic system of 
Indonesia, a predominantly Muslim nation. 
Because the people in the Arab League na-
tions are clearly pro-democracy, their rulers 
should hand it over, lest their countries burn 
in the spirit of revolution.

Kavya Joshi is a member of the Class of 2012.

nates the pregnant person as “female.” While 
many probably do not see the issue with this 
phrasing, it is incredibly important for trans 
persons who all too often see their identities 
diminished, distorted, or erased in the domi-
nant culture. To have language that excludes 
trans men codified into law perpetuates this 
theme.

The remaining portion of this clause — 
the part dealing with “forcible rape” — has 
what are widely believed among feminists 
to be the most dangerous implications. 
Consider the 1995 case of Commonwealth 
v. Berkowitz, in which a college sophomore 
went to her boyfriend’s room only to find his 
roommate. The defendant locked the door 
to keep others out, made repeated sexual 
advances toward her, removed her shirt and 
bra and fondled her while she repeatedly 
said, “No, no.” The defendant proceeded to 
undress her, move her to the bed, spread her 
legs apart — while the girl continued to voice 
her objections — and penetrate her until he 
ejaculated. Following the ordeal, the girl 
immediately rushed downstairs, found her 
boyfriend and called the police.

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court found 
that “the degree of force required to consti-
tute rape is relative and depends on the facts 
and particular circumstance of the case” and 
the defendant was found not guilty. This is 

the society that we live in: one in which lack of 
consent, which logically counts as rape, does 
not necessarily legally count as rape. The fact 
is, the overt or threatened use of physical 
force is not used nearly as much as is cultur-
ally depicted or expected. In one study of rap-
ists who had never been prosecuted, as little 
as 17 percent of rapes involve such tactics 
(Lisak and Miller, “Repeat Rape and Multiple 
Offending Among Undetected Rapists”).

The mere fact that a man has shown that 
he is willing to penetrate you against your 
will is often enough for many women to be 
convinced that he is capable of much worse. 
Silence or complicity is all too frequently the 
price women are willing to pay to avoid the 
risk getting severely injured.

All this goes without mentioning the prev-
alence of using coercion and drugs — more 
often than not alcohol — to get a woman to 
acquiesce to a man’s desires. Drugs are used 
in the vast majority of all rapes, but none of 
them would be considered “forcible rape” 
under the new law. None would receive the 
rape “Seal of Approval” from the government. 
Essentially, none of them would be rapes that 
matter. Representative Chris Smith and his 
supporters would have us ignore one of the 
most culturally endemic sources of violence 
against women. In a culture that already de-
fends rapists at the expense of their victims, 
this can only serve to further discourage peo-
ple from seeking justice for the crimes com-

mitted against them.
We should not be surprised, given the 

societal norms that dictate that women can 
dress “like they’re asking for it” (hint: no one 
asks to be raped), and that women “need to 
be careful when they go out drinking” (the 
onus is not on women not to get raped, but on 
men not to rape), and that it’s acceptable to 
“get her drunk” in order to lower her inhibi-
tions (and also remove her ability to consent 
to sex).

It is these norms that result in an incar-
ceration rate of 6 percent for rapists, accord-

ing to the Rape, Abuse and Incest National 
Network. An overwhelming majority of rap-
ists will walk free, all too often to repeat the 
crime. These are the consequences of trivi-
alizing and stigmatizing sexual violence. If 
you think this is hogwash — and certainly no 
one thinks rape is a joke! — I merely point 
to the comedian who jokes endlessly about 
prison rape. I point to any given 13-year-old 
on X—Box Live (you did what to your op-

ponent?). I point to the athlete whose ca-
reer is deemed too important to be ended 
by a sexual assault conviction (witness Ben 
Roethlisberger, with whom Sgt. Jerry Blash, 
the initial investigating officer in the second 
sexual assault allegation against him, posed 
for pictures the night of the incident). And 
I point to 14-year-old Samantha Kelly, who 
after accusing 18-year-old Joseph Tarnopol-
ski, a senior at her high school who admit-
ted to statutory rape, of sexual assault was 
harassed so mercilessly by her schoolmates 
that she was driven to take her own life.

These things do not happen in a cultural 
vacuum. They are the cause and consequence 
of an environment that may at first appear to 
abhor sexual violence, but in fact covers it up 
with a hush and a warning to all victims: keep 
quiet or else.

But all this does not mean we should not 
protest. It’s as easy as a two-minute phone 
call to your representative’s office. Let them 
know that they are being watched and that 
you will not stand for this egregious affront 
to the rights of rape survivors. Regardless of 
your stance on abortion rights — indeed, my 
own opinions are not at all well-defined — 
hopefully you can see why it is everyone’s re-
sponsibility to combat the cumulative effect 
of each excuse our society makes for rape.

Editor’s Note: As of Thursday, Feb. 3, GOP 
sponsors of H.R. 3 dropped the word “forcible” 
from the bill.

we’re seeking to build 
our forces join@tech.mit.edu

Societal conceptions of rape must be changed
H.R. 3 is only the latest in a long history of trivialization of sexual violence

The theme of poor 
economic conditions, a 
lack of opportunity, and 
corruption is recurrent 
in the Arab League.

What changes between 
a legal minor and adult 
incest survivor that would 
force the latter to carry 
their pregnancy to term?

H.R. 3, from Page 5
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Sudoku Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid 
contains exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Techdoku
Solution, page 15

45× 40×

4÷ 2

480× 30×

1 5

2 12×

Hard Sudoku
Solution, page 15

9 5 8
4 2 1

8 9 1
7 6 5
3 5 4 6 8 7

1 9 3
4 6 3

8 9 5
7 3 6

Techdoku Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly 
one of each of the numbers 1 through 5. Follow the mathematical operations for 

each box.

Help Desk by Michael Benitez

by Jorge Cham
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Crossword I Puzzle
Solution, page 18

Crossword II Puzzle
Solution, page 18

Crossword III Puzzle
Solution, page 18

ACROSS 
 1 Surveying instrument
 8 Token amount
 15 Holiday singer
 16 Ground-hugging stems
 17 Start of Joe Paterno quote
 18 Part 2 of quote
 19 On __ (no contract)
 21 Bobbsey twin
 22 Scarcity
 26 Bullring shout
 29 Camp beds
 32 Confront
 33 On the front burner
 36 Oolong, for one
 37 Twisted forcibly
 39 Part 3 of quote
 41 Tip ending?
 42 Part 4 of quote
 43 Bit
 44 Part 5 of quote
 46 Buy off
 48 Extinct bird
 49 Songs of praise
 51 Related

 52 Irritating tingle
 54 Baseball legend Mel
 55 Online newsgroup system
 57 Gear tooth
 59 Writer Ferber
 61 Part 6 of quote
 65 End of quote
 70 Failed to keep a promise
 71 Direct route
 72 Erik of “CHiPs”
 73 D and C, in D.C.

DOWn
 1 Do something
 2 Well, __-di-dah!
 3 Anger
 4 Part of DJIA
 5 Social category
 6 Oracle site
 7 Perry’s penner
 8 Colo. hours
 9 Of the ear: pref.
 10 Pillow stuffing
 11 Of a pelvic bone
 12 Implied idea

 13 One: pref.
 14 Handwritten doc.
 20 Reverse direction of an 

electric current
 22 Texas airport letters
 23 Hearing range
 24 Mark above a vowel
 25 Make fresh
 27 Tea brand
 28 Rock producer Brian
 30 Well-founded
 31 Took seats
 34 Canned corn morsel
 35 Small amount of liquid
 38 Handhold
 40 Rich cake
 44 Leaky PA reactor
 45 Tony Randall movie, “7 

Faces of Doctor _”
 47 Summer hrs. in D.C.
 50 Day’s end
 53 One with aspirations
 56 Hoarder
 58 Bonkers
 60 Claim to a share

 61 Prefix’s prefix
 62 Hi-__ graphics
 63 Crimson or scarlet
 64 Writer LeShan

 66 __-de-France
 67 Dead heat
 68 Opp. of syn.
 69 Guitarist Paul

ACROSS 
 1 Chocolate coffee
 6 Pay figure
 10 Cartoonist Addams
 14 Wielded
 15 Aphrodite’s boy
 16 Strip of a lattice
 17 Fish farms
 19 Blues great James
 20 Doctrines
 21 Glossy fabric
 22 Off the boat
 25 Three consecutive goals
 27 Hot spring
 28 Ambulance grp.
 30 Nearby things
 31 Recent walkers
 33 Truly!
 35 Full of worthless stuff
 38 Golfer Mediate
 40 A-Team guy
 42 Pianist Blake
 43 In heaven
 45 Tempe sch.
 47 Chinawood oil

 48 Fund a fellowship
 50 Grad. degree
 52 Wornout piece of cloth
 53 Carolina cape
 56 Martina of tennis
 58 Pixielike
 59 Caspian sturgeon
 61 Settlement
 62 Female pharaoh
 66 750 in letters
 67 Cinema pooch
 68 TV journalist Frank
 69 On the Aegean
 70 Fired off
 71 Hebrew letter

DOWn
 1 Dashboard info
 2 Can or cup ending?
 3 U.S. voter
 4 One hundred: pref.
 5 Stick
 6 Used to be
 7 Math subj.
 8 Lunges toward

 9 Twisting turn
 10 Leaves in a rush
 11 Location of Southern Miss
 12 “Toys in the __”
 13 Meat cut
 18 Adversary
 21 Cubic meter
 22 “The Jetsons” dog
 23 Eating utensil
 24 Sharp-featured visage
 26 Religious deg.
 29 Theol. sch.
 32 Minute trace
 34 Altar constellation
 36 Biblical peak
 37 Safecrackers
 39 Poet Nash
 41 Recipe meas.
 44 90 degrees from vert.
 46 Yep
 49 “__ Cannonball”
 51 Abridged version
 53 Hopper of gossip
 54 McCowen and Guinness
 55 Fracas

 57 Backs of necks
 60 Future D.A.’s exam
 62 Possesses

 63 987-65-4321 grp.
 64 Sturm __ Drang
 65 You, to Yves

ACROSS 
 1 Humbles
 7 All there
 11 Junkyard dog
 14 Find a new tenant
 15 USA part
 16 Map dir.
 17 “Frasier” location
 19 French born
 20 Exposes
 21 A/C figure
 22 Weep aloud
 25 Break in the audience
 26 __ diem (seize the day)
 27 Future D.A.’s exam
 29 Letter after zeta
 30 Asta’s mistress
 31 Facing the pitcher
 33 Gathers together
 37 Getting close
 39 Low-price version
 40 Valuable dental items
 42 At bay in a bay
 43 Slick

 44 Dined
 46 Indy-winner Luyendyk
 47 Oar holder
 49 Spark producer
 51 Part of ROK
 52 Somewhat blue
 53 Chosen by vote
 55 Darkroom abbr.
 56 “Family Guy” location
 60 “__ Are My Sunshine”
 61 “__ She Sweet”
 62 Fall back
 63 Bro or sis
 64 Tent stakes
 65 Mark of infamy

DOWn
 1 Crescent
 2 Actress Arthur
 3 Bark in the comics
 4 Fortuneteller
 5 Nine: pref.
 6 Wonder of Motown
 7 Actor Telly

 8 Substitute for soap
 9 Legendary loch
 10 Hurler’s stat
 11 “Friends” location
 12 Deplete completely
 13 Della or Pee Wee
 18 Put on a revival
 21 Feldon of “Get Smart”
 22 Informal language
 23 Start of a path?
 24 “I Love Lucy” location
 26 Celestial transient
 28 In a late manner
 30 Bk. after Ezra
 32 Duke or Earl
 34 Bit of clowning
 35 MacDonald’s refrain
 36 Passover meal
 38 Napoleon’s marshal
 41 Natural aptitudes
 45 Goes into
 47 Two toppers
 48 Capital of Vietnam
 49 Tossed

 50 Article of faith
 53 One of HOMES
 54 701
 56 Fly-fishing action

 57 Stage of a trip
 58 USN big shot
 59 __ culpa

we’re seeking to 
build our forces

join@tech.mit.edu
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Steal My Comic� by Michael Ciuffo

Somewhere on the Searc�h for Meaning... by Letitia Li

by Jerry Holkins 
and Mike Krahulik

Topic�al Gaming Strip

Have humorous commentary about a campus topic?
Send 500 words and a pic to cl@tech.mit.edu.



10   The Tech Friday, February 4, 2011 The Tech  11

tournament all teams will be com-
peting for first,” he said.

“We definitely had in general a 
higher level of competition on var-
sity,” added Stephanie C. Leger ’11, 
a Women’s Hockey Club member, 
who believes there were tougher 
games on the varsity team.  But she 
adds that there have been games on 
the club team that “were equally on 
par” with games that she participat-
ed in as a varsity hockey player. 

Due to the small amount of var-
sity Men’s Gymnastics teams, Jacob 
T. Shapiro ’11 and his teammates 
compete against mostly the same 
schools. The most noticeable dif-
ference is that the team qualifies 
for Club Nationals instead of NCAA 
nationals. While Shapiro described 
the difference as “disappointing” to 
not compete against NCAA compe-
tition, he also believes the new com-
petition level is better for the team 

as a whole.
“NCAA’s is a lot harder than [Club 

Nationals],” he claimed. “We would 
finish in the bottom of the pack, 
guaranteed. We go to club nationals 
and contend for the top spots.”

The transition affected other 
teams even less, including pistol, 
which competes against exactly the 
same teams and at the same nation-
al competition.

Laundry service, PE credit 
among perks lost with varsity 
status

As a club sport, players don’t re-
ceive medical clinic treatment, lose 
their laundry service, and, in some 
cases, can lose their locker room. It 
is the loss of clinic access that up-
sets current Club Wrestling Coach 
(and former varsity coach) Thomas 
Layte the most, who did not take the 
trainer access for granted.

“Now if a kid gets hurt, he can’t 
go down [to the clinic],” he said.

“They have to go all the way 
across campus to go see somebody. 
Absolutely crazy.” 

The lost laundry service also has 
taken a toll on wrestlers, who now, 
according to Layte, have to go home 
and wash their gear on an almost 
daily basis.

The much larger amount of club 
sport participants makes it diffi-
cult to grant these services to every 
team, according to Julie Soriero, DA-
PER’s head. She said the amount of 
administrative work required to ac-
quire, store, and reference medical 
documentation for each person puts 
too much on “an already burdened 
staff.”

“The policy has been, much 
like it is at every other school, to go 
through the typical process as if a kid 
was throwing a Frisbee out there and 
sprained their ankle,” she explained.

Layte claimed that the wrestling 
team also offered to pay for these 
services, but was denied. Soriero 
does not recall having this conver-
sation, although she acknowledges 
it may have happened. Regardless, 
she doesn’t think that DAPER would 
grant the uses to wrestling even if it 
was paid by the team.

“It still puts a demand on our 
staff that’s not there to launder their 
equipment and to treat them when 
they’re injured,” she explained.

“Granted, the wrestling numbers 
are small, but where do you draw the 
line? If club sports have certain poli-
cies that they abide by and we have 
certain expectations for how a club 
sport is conducted, then they’re only 
a step or two away from being a var-
sity program again, and that wasn’t 
the intention of the decision.” 

Soriero also added that DAPER 
does not have enough locker room 
space or training room space to ac-
commodate all club teams.

Dissatisfied athletes also men-
tioned the lack of physical education 
credit for club sports as a nuisance. 
Leger finds the lack of credit for 
club sports disturbing: “A lot of club 
sports have just as many practices or 
just as many demands for their ath-
letes,” she said.

“When you look at some of the 
PE classes and how often they meet 
versus how often the club activities 
meet, clubs are meeting way more 
than your PE class ever would.”

Swenson claimed that the Golf 
Club team practices as frequently as 
they did while varsity. However, he 
was quick to add that the lack of PE 
credit was not a “big issue.”

Grant M. Kadokura ’11, an NCAA 
Division 3 2010 National Wrestling 
Champion, believes that not giving 
PE credit is something that the ad-
ministration could have allowed to 
make the varsity-to-club transition 
easier for the team.

“We come in here and we work 
as hard — harder — as the varsity 
program every day, and get noth-
ing from the administration. If they 
come in and watch us practice for 
two hours, they’ll understand why 
we’re so upset about that. It’s just ri-
diculous,” he said.

Andrew K. Sugaya ’11, pistol 
team captain, describes the lack of 
PE credit as a “really big” issue. “I 
feel like the administration could 
definitely make an exception for the 
eight varsity sports that got cut,” he 
stated.

“We think that we have the same 
number of hours, if not more, than 
all PE classes.” 

Alex Jiang ’11 of the pistol team 
said that the number of practices 
and matches the club team has is no 

less than the varsity team.
The times of PE classes have 

been a hassle to some on the Wom-
en’s Gymnastics team, according to 
Watkins. She added, “I understand 
the reasoning to some extent as to 
why club sports do not get PE credit, 
but I know that our program is much 
more than most people will get out 
of a PE class.”

While Shapiro noted the large 
amount of time teammates spent in 
the gym, he still believed that “the 
PE system is a great system.”

“Administratively, we can’t re-
ally support [PE credit] at this point,” 
said Soriero. Unless something 
changes in the staffing levels, she 
added, credit will probably not be 
supported.

Losing coaches, losing 
athletes

Soriero said that the the two 
full-time coaches of cut teams, Pis-
tol Coach Will Hart and Women’s 
Gymnastics Coach Jennifer Miller-
McEachern, initially stayed on with 

DAPER in some capacity. Hart re-
mained as a physical education in-
structor and equipment manager 
until he left MIT last August. Miller-
McEachern is now equipment man-
ager.

The wrestling team was the only 
team fortunate enough to have its 
coach remain. The golf team, for 
instance, lost its coach to another 
school and was forced to face the 
following season without a coach 
to take his place. Two graduate 
students certified in coaching su-
pervise the Men’s Gymnastics Club 
team, and the group does not have 
the capacity to pay for a coach at the 
moment. The Alpine Skiing Team 
encountered a similar scenario, 
and as a result, has relied on recent 
alumni to volunteer and coach the 
team. Jillian R. Reddy ’11, a member 
of the ski team, said that although 
these alumni do an “amazing” job, 
the team also would like to eventu-
ally hire a full-time position.

Although the women’s hockey 
club team coach is still in the same 
position, the varsity women’s hock-
ey coach had to find another posi-
tion elsewhere.

“We felt bad for him because he 
put everything into our program: 
trying to recruit new players and 
bringing everything for the team. 
MIT hired him for the start of that 
season only to fire him at the end of 
the year,” claimed Leger.

The Men’s Hockey coach volun-
teered to coach for one season after 
the cuts for free, according to the 
team’s captain, Riley E. Brandt ’11. 
Eventually, the coach took a paid 
position at another school. However, 
the team was able to secure enough 
funding to hire another coach for 
this season.

Hart left the club pistol team at 
the beginning of this academic year. 
The group hoped to reach out to 
Mike Conti, who was hired as pistol 

range master and as the pistol PE in-
structor after Hart’s departure, to ask 
him if he was interested in coaching. 
When asked about the possibility of 
coaching, Conti did not rule the op-
tion out for the future, but he first 
wants to focus on teaching the phys-
ical education classes.

“First I want to make sure that I’m 
doing the jobs that I was hired to do 
as well as I can before I expand into 
other areas,” he said, adding that he 
has not had any serious discussions 
with the team concerning the issue. 
Currently, members of MIT’s Pistol 
and Rifle Club (PRC) supervise the 
team at practices, and Hart accom-
panies the team to away matches. 
Several pistol members received 
coach training at the beginning of 
the year, and others took a safety 
class during IAP in anticipation of 
later applying for a Massachusetts 
License to Carry, which would allow 
the them to supervise practices in-
dependent of the PRC or of a coach.

Coaches were not the only people 
that the sports lost in the transition 
to club teams. Several players on the 
Men’s Hockey team may have con-
sidered quitting if the quality of their 
competition dropped, said Brandt. 
Layte remembered in particular a 
certain freshman that didn’t return 
after the cut: “[He] would’ve done 
pretty well. He decided not to wrestle 
because it wasn’t a varsity program.“

The Alpine Skiing team, which typ-
ically caps its numbers at 20 people, 
only had nine members for their IAP 
2010 competitions. Reddy believed 
that this drop-off could be attributed 
to the uneasiness of former members 
after the loss of varsity status.

“Everybody knew that it would be 
a huge time commitment to get [the 
club] up and working. I think some 
people were afraid of this,” she said.

The varsity Women’s Hockey 
team already had an existing club 
counterpart at the time of the cuts, 

which welcomed not only under-
graduates, but graduate students 
and MIT affiliates as well. Still, ac-
cording to Leger, some members of 
the varsity squad were resolute in 
their decision to leave even with an 
existing club team. Ultimately, only 
a handful of the total number of for-
mer hockey team members on the 
cut varsity team stuck around to play 
with the club team.

“We had a bad attitude going on 
in our team in terms of competition 
level and changing to a club setting 
… a lot of people were just really 
frustrated with the process and with 
MIT, and they just wanted out of it,” 
said Leger.

Recruiting took a hit for some 
teams as well. Watkins believes that 
it “really difficult” to recruit without 
the varsity name, adding that they 
didn’t have as much “pull.”

“I think most people who do 
gymnastics in college are people 
who’ve been doing it their whole 
lives … if you’re coming out of high 
school and don’t know any better, it 
looks a lot better to be on a varsity 
team,” she said.

Still, some teams saw some new-
comers join their ranks.

Shapiro said that more inex-
perienced people tried out for the 
gymnastics team. “I think the name 
‘varsity’ scares people off,” he ex-
plained. He believed a more begin-
ner-friendly team is not necessarily 
a terrible thing, and that the differ-
ent competition level also suits the 
new players well.

By moving to a club sport, teams 
now have the option to welcome 
graduate students on board. Reddy 
is looking forward to eventually 
welcoming grads to the Alpine Ski-
ing team. Brandt claims the hockey 
team is composed of about 20 per-
cent graduate students. Swenson, 
too, cited interest from graduate 
students.

But while some teams were wel-
coming graduate students to their 
fold, the Women’s Hockey team were 
doing the opposite: the club team, 
composed of students, alumni, fac-
ulty, and other MIT affiliates had to 
receive a few undergraduate varsity 
players. Initially disappointed at the 
amount of varsity members that 
stuck with the team, Elaine Y. Chin 
’94 nevertheless was impressed with 
their talent. She still believed the 
transition was hard at first: “We tried 
to welcome [the varsity players] but 
we just didn’t know where we stood, 
and it was just awkward.” She noted 
that the common bond between ev-
eryone was their love of hockey.

Leger also acknowledged some 
rough patches were present in the 
beginning. But she said that the at-
titudes of her and the rest of the 
varsity members who stayed help to 
ease the switch. “I think the varsity 
players that stuck it out were more 
receptive to the club team, as op-
posed to trying to make it something 
that it wasn’t or expecting it to be 
what varsity was.” 

Still, even once all of these issues 
— league changes, losing athletes, 
losing coaches, reduction of facility 
use, loss of PE credit — had been 
identified and acted upon, two huge 
issues still faced the teams: money 
and management.

This is the second of a three-part 
series on the current status of MIT’s 
cut varsity sports.

Athletes, coaches, physical education credit, laundry, locker rooms, leagues — all lost by cut teams
Women’s and Men’s Gymnastics, Women’s and Men’s Hockey, Golf, Alpine Skiing, Wrestling, and Pistol players lament the budget cuts that cost their teams varsity status 

Jeff Guo—The Tech

Alexandra Jiang ’11 and Andrew K. Sugaya ’11 discuss pistol affairs.

Jeff Guo—The Tech

The pistol team was one of the sports that lost its varsity status as 
a result of budget cuts.

Jeff Guo—The Tech

Kristin D. Watkins ’11 practices on the balance beam on Wednesday.

Jeff Guo—The Tech

Christie S. Chiu ’13 and Nicholas J. Torgerson ’13 shoot during sport pistol team practice on Wednesday. 
Jeff Guo—The Tech

Kristen D. Watkins ’11 and Jacob T. Shapiro ’11 continue to participate in 
gymnastics at MIT, although it is no longer a varsity sport.

Jeff Guo—The Tech

Karis E. Stevenson ’11 is coached on the uneven bars.

Jeff Guo—The Tech

Jacob T. Shapiro ’11 stretches during gymnastics club practice. Seven of the eight teams stripped 
of varsity status were reinstated as club sports.

Varsity sports, from Page 1
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interview

How much do you really know about your 
roommate?
Leighton Meester talks about playing a delusional college student in The Roommate

By Jenny Xie
Staff WRItER

How much does he or she know 
about you? Relationships between 
two people who know each other 
tend to become fragile and volatile 
when they begin living together. 
What happens when you have to 
live with a complete stranger in 
the strange new land that is col-
lege? Suddenly everything is a 
crapshoot. In theatres nationwide 
today, the Roommate explores the 
budding relationship between two 
strangers, including one who hap-
pens to cross the line. 

the Roommate tells the story 
of Sara (Minka Kelly) and Rebecca 
(Leighton Meester), two young 
women randomly assigned to be 
roommates in college. As their 
friendship grows, so does Rebec-
ca’s disturbing obsession with her 
roommate. Widely known for her 
role as the conniving Blair Waldorf 
on Gossip Girl,  Meester branches 
out to play the delusional Rebec-
ca. In the following extract from a 
college teleconference interview, 
Meester talks about becoming 
someone who clearly wants more 
from her roommate than just 
clothes to share. 

What attracted you to this 
particular script?

Leighton Meester: Well, the 
character. I love to break down 
and see where I can relate to 
somebody and find the humanity 
in them, and I want to care about 
my character and love my charac-
ter. It was not easy with Rebecca to 
say the least, but I think that if you 

track how she is, if you track her 
actions they’re always motivated 
by something internal and obvi-
ously not based in reality at all. 

 
How was this role similar and 

or different from your role as 
Blair (Gossip Girl)?

LM: It couldn’t have been 
more different. The entire experi-
ence altogether was different, but 
the character is from a different 
place. She has a different back-
ground, different parents. Rebec-
ca has a history of having a mental 
disorder. It’s not at all the same as 
what I play day to day on my show, 
which is a pleasure to break from 
that and do something different, 
but it’s also so incredibly different 
from who I am as a person as well, 
of course. She’s not making any 
decisions based on reality. She 
doesn’t find pleasure in pleasur-
able things. She only does any-
thing, including interactions with 
anybody physically or verbally, 
to gain something for herself, 
and she uses her intelligence, her 
sexuality to gain control of other 
people. Meanwhile she doesn’t 
have any control of her own mind, 
so obviously it’s a very far cry from 
what I do on the show.

How did you prepare for your 
role in The Roommate?

LM: Well I was really lucky. 
I had the opportunity to really 
prepare for this, and got a lot of 
great psychology books and in-
formation on delusion, mental 
disorder, especially in women, 
and I had the chance to speak 
with different psychiatrists about 

the disorder, and get all kinds of 
information. Of course I watched 
different movies, and this movie’s 
very much like fatal attraction 
or Single White female, a woman 
under the influence. I think it’s a 
very interesting subject, a woman 
who sort of loses a real grip on re-
ality. And the psychiatrists I spoke 
to I think were the most helpful 
because they would describe in 
gross detail different cases that 
they’d worked on defending their 
patients who had been convicted 
of crimes. I’ll spare you the de-
tails, but it’s definitely dark in the 
mind of someone who’s living like 
this, and it was interesting for me 
because I have what I believe is a 
firm grip on reality. I’m weird and 
crazy like anybody else but this 
person really doesn’t have control 
of her mind whatsoever, and the 
decisions she makes are not based 
on rational thinking. So it was in-
teresting and somewhat uncom-
fortable at the same time.

What kind of an impact did 
playing Rebecca have on you?

LM: Watching it years after you 
made it is really interesting be-
cause you do remember certain 
times and certain days that you 
filmed different scenes, but this 
movie is strange for me because I 
feel I have a bit of amnesia about 
it. I can’t say it wasn’t fun, it was 
but it was also intense I think for 
everyone. … It was extremely diffi-
cult for me to [understand her mo-
tives] because of how she unravels. 
From the outside she seems like a 
really good friend, good person. 
She’s understanding, she’s artistic, 

she’s trustworthy but then eventu-
ally she just completely loses that. 
So during filming … I was really 
lucky because all I had to do was 
work on this movie every day. I 
didn’t have any other obligations 
at the time so I got to be really in-
volved and focused, which really 
was a pleasure. But — some of the 
things that I had to do were really 
disturbing for me. Particularly a 
scene involving a kitchen, so it was 
an intense experience. I’ll say that.

What would you be looking 
for in the perfect roommate?

LM: Well, I actually love living 
alone. I used to have roommates 
all the time when I first moved into 
my own place. It’s a challenge to 
live with people. I mean obviously 
the best thing about a roommate 
in a good situation is if you know 
them, if you’re friends. If you don’t, 
you have no idea what their habits 
might be. You’re kind of taking on 
their friend and their life as well 
into your home. But I don’t know 
— someone who’s clean, I guess. I 
lived with all different roommates 
and there were always parties go-
ing on whenever I came home and 
you’re expected to socialize all the 
time, even when you don’t want to. 
And of course, good roommates 
are really fun and for the most part 
I was pretty lucky, but I have had 
some not so good experiences with 
roommates who eat all your food 
and take all your clothes.

Why do you think people 
should see this movie even if 
they may be scared of scary 
movies?

LM: I’m such a wimp too, and 
trust me, I saw it and I was in the 
movie and I was scared. It’s defi-
nitely jarring and disturbing at 
points, but I think it’s also exciting 
and it is fun, and it’s a ride and it’s 
very sexy. I think it’s a story about 
two young woman that are thrown 
into a situation together — they 
don’t know each other at all and I 
think a lot of people can relate to 
that. You move out of the house. 
You go across the country. You go 
to college. You don’t know your 
roommate. They could be either 
incredible lifelong friends or they 
can be Rebecca. You never know 
who you’ll be paired with, so I 
think to me that’s an interesting 
point of view for the movie. And 
I know that I’ve had my share of 
roommates and I can totally relate 
and I think everyone can relate — 
maybe to a friend that’s a little too 
needy and nosy and in your busi-
ness all the time.

Delusions, obsession, and a 
kitchen scene — live your worst 
nightmare, college edition, in the 
Roommate, in theatres today.

the roommate
Directed by Christian 
E. Christiansen

starring Minka Kelly, 
Leighton Meester, 
Cam Gigandet

rated PG-13, now 
playing

tHe SternewirtH PriviLeGe

2010 vintage Ale — a great value
Trader Joe’s strong, dark, Belgian-style beer warms in the winter

By David M. templeton
contRIbutInG EdItoR

There’s an old tradition that 
workers at a brewery are freely-
able to consume beer when they 
are thirsty at work: the Stern-
ewirth Privilege. Today, I bring 
to you a new Sternewirth Priv-
elege — a tech column which 
will review beers that should be 
brought to the attention of the 
beer-lovers of the MIT commu-
nity. I also hope to inspire new 

beer lovers, and expose the world 
of good beer to those that are 
sick of the traditional party fare. 
If you’ve never had a beer before 
that you’ve enjoyed, it might just 
be because you’ve never had the 
right brew for you.

There are many fantastic beers 
made around the world that are 
leaps-and-bounds better than 
mass-market domestic suds. The 
beers I recommend will also be 
available within a modest walk or 
bus ride from campus. 

Trader Joe’s, with locations in 
Cambridge (748 Memorial Dr.) 
and Boston (899 Boylston St.), is 
known for having a small selec-
tion of high-quality products for 
low prices, frequently re-labeling 
brand-name products under their 
own name. They’ve applied this 
business practice to their 2010 
Vintage Ale, which is actually 
produced by Unibroue in Cana-
da. The beer is characteristically 
high-quality and fairly-priced. 
The large, brown bottle with gold 

lettering looks unassuming on 
the shelf next to the more color-
ful brand-name beers, with cases 
of Three Buck Chuck visible in the 
next aisle.

This Belgian-style ale is of the 
quadrupel variety, having the 
strong flavor and high-ish alcohol 
content of the style. It has a great 
malty aroma, and is thus enjoyed 
under conditions that empha-
size smell: served slightly chilled 
(50°F) in a brandy snifter.

I must fault Trader Joe’s for 
ruining the anticipatory theater 
of opening the bottle. This is 
the third bottle of this beer I’ve 
opened, and each bottle has re-
quired the combination of Chan-
nellock pliers and a corkscrew to 
open. The bottle is sealed similar 
to champagne, using a cork with a 
large knob that should be able to 
be removed by hand. I’m not sure 
why, but the cork removal is rou-
tinely difficult.

Pouring the beer results in a 
ton of head; even a slow, careful 
pour down the side of my snifter 
resulted in over an inch of frothy 
foam. This may be by design, but 
waiting five minutes for the foam 
to recede allows the beer to warm 
up slightly from refrigerator tem-
peratures, making the flavors and 
aroma more volatile. The foam 
retreats down the side of the glass, 
leaving a lacy residue. The nectar 
itself is quite dark, which hints at 
the flavors ahead.

The nutty roasted malt is very 
evident, with some notes of dark 
chocolate. Hop flavor is mostly 
absent, which makes this a beer 
with low bitterness. Despite the 

modest alcohol content, there 
isn’t much of a throat burning ef-
fect, and the alcohol is well hid-
den by the malty flavor.

While the taste is good, I enjoy 
the aftertaste the most. After swal-
lowing, you notice that the beer is 
a bit sweet, and loaded with au-
tumn and winter spices. It is easy 
to finish the entire bottle yourself, 
although you’re warned to pace 
yourself, as the entire bottle has 
about 3.8 times more alcohol than 
your normal 5 percent ABV 12 fl. 
oz. beer.

The standout feature of this 
beer is its accessibility: it provides 
most of the flavor and alcohol of 
the Trappist beers imported from 
Belgium at about one-third the 
price per unit volume.

Fortunately, Trader Joe’s is a 
convenient shopping location for 
most at MIT. Like all quality ales, 
give this brew a shot at the be-
ginning of your next classy party, 
while you’re still sober enough to 
enjoy it.

Send agreements, disagree-
ments, suggestions for future beer 
reviews, and offers for project man-
agement positions in cambridge to 
dtemp@mit.edu.

hhh✩✩

2010 Vintage Ale
trader Joe’s

Québec, Canada

25.4 fl. oz., 9% ABV

$4.99 @ trader Joe’s

davId M. tEMplEton—thE tEch

trader Joe’s 2010 Vintage Ale
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BOOK TALK WITH ABBAS MILANI

“Milani brings to 
us a whole new set of 

facts...making this book 
fresh and relevant to the 

current democracy move-
ment in Iran and to U.S.-

Iranian relations.”

Mon, Feb 7, 2011 | 7p - 8:30p | MIT Bldg 66-110 
with special guest Ali Banuazizi

Free and open to the public | Light refreshments

his departure.
“One of the factors that gave 

me the confidence to accept [the 
position of Dean] is the current 
state of [Course XVI]. We really 
are very strong right now,” he 
said.

David L. Darmofal PhD 
’94, current Associate Depart-

ment Head of Course XVI, will 
assume the role of Interim 
Department Head until a per-
manent replacement is found. 
Darmofal announced he was 
stepping down from his Asso-
ciate Head position in Octo-
ber, effective June 2011, with 
Karen E. Willcox PhD ’00 his 
successor.

—Pearle Lipinski

Waitz named Dean of Engineering
Waitz, from Page 1

This space donated by The Tech
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Linux OSX

import new_skills

def learnMarketableJobSkills():
    return linux, OSX, javascript, applescript, perl, python

if you.interest == True: 
    print “E-mail join@tech.mit.edu”

----:----F1 joinTechno.py       (Python)--L1--Top-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

javascript

applescript

perl
Python

Java SQL PHP

apache

File   Edit   Options   Buffers    Tools   Im-Python   Python   Help
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Ghana Justice visits Sloan
The Chief Justice of Ghana, Georgina T. Wood, gave a talk on 

Tuesday about the legal situation in Ghana and Africa. Wood was 
hosted by the MIT Sloan Africa Business Club, who invited her to be 
their spring speaker.

Held at the Sloan School’s Wong Auditorium, Wood’s speech fo-
cused on legal transparency, intellectual property policies, and arbi-
tration systems in the business environment. She noted that judicial 
systems in Africa could be more effective at encouraging business 
activity.

While Ghana has been one of Africa’s success stories in fostering a 
supportive environment for business, there are still weaknesses that 
the government aims to fix, said Wood. One of the main problems 
with the Ghanaian judicial system is a lack of accessibility, particu-
larly for citizens outside of Accra, Ghana’s capital. 

While the hosted event officially ended at 7 p.m., Justice Wood’s 
prepared speech did not last the whole two hours. There were three 
pre-planned questions in response to Wood’s speech, which she an-
swered afterwards.

—Derek Chang

Solution to Sudoku
from page 8

1 4 8 5 6 2 3 9 7
6 3 2 1 7 9 4 5 8
7 9 5 4 8 3 6 1 2
9 2 7 3 4 6 5 8 1
3 1 4 7 5 8 9 2 6
5 8 6 2 9 1 7 3 4
2 6 1 9 3 4 8 7 5
8 5 9 6 2 7 1 4 3
4 7 3 8 1 5 2 6 9

Solution to Techdoku
from page 8

3 1 2 4 5
5 3 4 1 2
4 2 3 5 1
1 4 5 2 3
2 5 1 3 4

Is there anyone you want to shadow for 24 hours?

We’re looking for writers to follow someone around 
for one day and write about it!

 
It’s a great way to make connections on campus!

Join Campus Life @ The Tech!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Opening Reception:  
Friday, February 4, 1-3pm 
Maihaugen Gallery (14N-130)

Music and refreshments.
Free and open to the MIT Community.

This multimedia exhibition in the Maihaugen Gallery 

showcases in words, documents, photos and video, 

the broad and varied history of MIT.  The exhibit will 

feature original MIT documents and materials,  

including items from the MIT150 Exhibition.

‘Technology’ 
Through Time: 
150 Years of MIT History  

libraries.mit.edu/maihaugen

exhibit

ShenYunPerformingArtS.org

feB. 11 – 13, 2011
CITI WANG THEATRE
ALL-neW 2011 ProgrAm
WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

Tickets: BostonShows.org
      800-954-4606

“I probably have reviewed over 
3 to 4 thousand shows since 1942.
 I will give this production 5 stars. 

That’s the top,”

— Richard Connema,
Critic for Talkin’ Broadway
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#1 RANKED #1 IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP
U.S.News & World Report, Financial Times, The Princeton Review

f.w. olin graduate school of business
www.babson.edu/gep

“ Global Entrepreneurship Program (GEP) stands out on your résumé. 

The ability to work in and lead diverse teams was particularly 

attractive. I plan to work with international clients and senior 

leadership at an accelerated pace as a result of my GEP experience.” 

—  samantha o’keeffe m’10  /  deloitte consulting, london

information session
Saturday, February 26  /  9–11:30 a.m.
Babson College, Wellesley, MA

GLOBAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAM
12 months / 3 continents / 1 focus

Live, learn, and work in France, China, and the U.S. with this 

unique MS in Management degree, with a concentration in 

Global Entrepreneurship, offered by Babson College, EMLYON 

Business School (France), and Zhejiang University (China).

register today
www.facebook.com/BabsonGEP
1-800-488-4512

Now accepting applications from MIT undergraduate and 
graduate students to serve on the Board of Directors during 
the 2011-12 academic year!

It's Election 
Season at the 
Coop, now!

There are few opportunities to work this closely with academic and business 

professionals from Harvard and M.I.T. You’ll gain valuable knowledge and 

experience in practically all areas of business, including finance, auditing, 

real estate, community relations,   and charitable giving.

• Gain priceless, practical business experience 

•  Influence the way the Coop serves its students and members 

• Receive a stipend 

To be nominated as a candidate for the Coop Board of Directors, apply 

online at www.thecoop.com starting on February 2, 2011. For complete 

information, visit our website and click on Student Election. Email Allan 

Powell at aepowell@thecoop.com with any questions.

Good luck on the 
campaign trail! 

HTTP://www.thecoop.com
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Massachusetts struggles with mortgage payments
Problems reflect unemployment, lower wages, and high subprime interest rates

By Jenifer B. McKim 
The bosTon Globe

Tens of thousands of Massa-
chusetts property owners are liv-
ing in their homes without making 
mortgage payments as they fight 
foreclosure, plead with lenders for 
loan modifications, or simply take 
advantage of free housing while 
awaiting eviction.

About 36,000 borrowers state-
wide have not written a mortgage 
check in at least three months, and 
one-third of those borrowers are a 
year or more in arrears, according 
to the most recent data from Lend-
er Processing Services Inc., a Flori-
da company that collects mortgage 
data nationwide.

Most homeowners fail to pay 
their mortgages because they are 
out of work, have had their wages 
cut, or are saddled with ballooning 
interest rates on subprime loans, 
housing advocates say. Some 
abandon hope of ever catching up, 
staying put for months - sometimes 
years — while lenders slog through 
the increasingly long process that 
leads to foreclosure.

“We have bank tenants that 
have been in their foreclosures af-
ter a number of years,” said Melo-
nie Griffiths, a community orga-
nizer with City Life/Vida Urbana, a 
Jamaica Plain nonprofit that works 
with tenants and homeowners in 
foreclosure. “Some people slip 
through the cracks.”

Housing advocates say the ex-
tended time it takes to foreclose 
upon a property and evict some-
one gives homeowners an oppor-
tunity to save their homes or put 
away money to rent an apartment, 
and prevents neighborhood blight 
by reducing the number of aban-
doned properties. But economists 
worry the unresolved ownership of 
so many  properties will imperil an 
already fragile real estate market.

Paul S. Willen, senior econo-
mist with the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Boston, said a third of owners 
who are 60 days late on mortgage 
payments remain delinquent two 
years later. To help the housing 
market rebound, he said, foreclo-
sures have to take place faster.

“There is a compelling public 
need for an efficient foreclosure 
process,” Willen said.

Kevin F. Kiley, executive vice 
president of the Massachusetts 
Bankers Association, said that the 
timeframe for forecloses has got-
ten longer as lenders grapple with 
new requirements meant to help 
troubled homeowners. The indus-
try needs to find a way to better 
differentiate between borrowers 
who can be helped and those who 
won’t ever be able to afford their 
homes, he said.

“The process has been extraor-
dinarily lengthy, and now it is get-
ting longer,” Kiley said. “It contin-
ues to be a drag on the real estate 
market.”

At the same time, public ire 
about the way foreclosures are 
conducted has mounted following 
admissions by major lenders that 
some employees signed thousands 
of legal documents without re-

viewing the paperwork, and court 
rulings showing some banks un-
lawfully seized homes. As a result, 
sympathy for delinquent hom-
eowners has increased, with more 
being viewed as victims of preda-
tory lenders rather than dead-
beats. Attorneys general in all 50 
states are investigating allegations 
of sloppy or fraudulent foreclosure 
practices.

Some of those who  are strug-
gling to save their homes are now 
feeling more anger than shame 
about not paying their mortgage.

Richard Zombeck, 47, said 
he and his wife stopped making 
payments on their Salem home 
about eight months ago after a 
dispute with the company that 
services their loan. Zombeck said 
the company, Ocwen Financial 
Corp., notified them that they had 
been approved for a permanent 
loan modification but would not 
provide written proof. He feared 
that without that documentation 
the lender might one day seize 
the house they bought in 2006 for 
$360,000.

Ocwen representatives said they 
could not discuss the Zombecks’ 
case due to privacy reasons, but 
added that they work hard to help 
homeowners avoid foreclosure.

The Zombecks’ financial prob-
lems began more than two years 
ago when their interest rate was 
about to reset to 11 percent, mak-
ing their monthly payments un-
manageable. At first, Zombeck was 
embarrassed by his predicament, 
but after hearing stories about 
predatory lenders and foreclosure 
problems, he went on the offen-
sive. Zombeck started a website, 
www.shameThebanks.org, which 
features stories from homeowners 
in trouble. He also hired an attor-
ney and is demanding that Ocwen 
reduce his mortgage payments.

“The majority of people aren’t 
looking for a free house, they are 
looking for a fair deal,” he said. 
“You come home every day expect-
ing to be evicted. There is not a lot 
of joy in this.”

In Massachusetts, it takes an 
average of 583 days between the 
time a homeowner defaults on a 
loan and a property seizure, ac-
cording to Lender Processing 
Services. That’s partly because 
of a new state law that gives ho-
meowners up to 150 days to re-
solve their financial issues before 
a lender can even begin a fore-
closure. Homeowners can spend 
months negotiating for a loan 

modification, spending hours on 
the phone with various bank rep-
resentatives and repeatedly filing 
documents that banks often claim 
have been lost, housing advocates 
say.

The number of serious delin-
quencies is down from a peak of 
about 50,000 early last year, but re-
mains a serious problem that is not 
likely to be resolved soon.

“Most of the folks I know tried up 
to the very last minute of the fore-
closure to get someone at the bank 
to listen to them,” said Grace Ross, 
coordinator of the nonprofit Massa-
chusetts Alliance Against Predatory 
Lending, with offices in Worcester 
and Dorchester. “They have offered 
to pay the bank and the bank won’t 
take their money. It is the bizarrest 
thing — you have someone on the 
edge of tears because no one will 
take their money.”

Lenders say they try meet the 
needs of troubled homeowners, 
providing them alternatives to 
foreclosure.

“The system needs continuous 
improvement, but there’s never 
been more resources to counsel 
people,” said Faith Schwartz, ex-
ecutive director of Hope Now, a 
group that is made up of banks, 
other lenders, servicers, and non-
profits that focuses on heading off 
foreclosures.

“The customer experience is a 
big deal and it needs to get better,” 
Schwartz said. “We are working 
real hard on that.”

Some homeowners say banks 
actually require them to stop writ-
ing checks before they will consid-
er renegotiating a loan. Nantucket 
homeowners Venessa and Richard 
Moore quit paying their mortgage 
in September after Chase Home 
Finance LLC told them they didn’t 
qualify for financial help because 

weren’t at least 60 days behind.
The couple sought to have their 

6.8 percent interest rate reduced 
after Venessa’s part-time house 
cleaning business faltered. They 
wanted to refinance, but the mort-
gage company told them to apply 
for a loan modification, Venessa 
said. They were  told in September 
they couldn’t get the modification 
because they were current on their 
monthly payments and had suf-
ficient equity in their property to 
refinance.

They couple  asserts that de-
spite what the bank said, they have 
no equity. In addition, their credit 
is damaged because of the months 
of delinquency and — before that 
— credit card debt they accumu-
lated while making mortgage pay-
ments.

Venessa Moore, 39, said she 
and her husband just want a break 
from Chase.

“I want the bank to work with 
me,” she said. “Why would they not 
lower my rate?”

Chase spokesman Thomas 
Kelly said the company is in touch 
with the couple through their at-
torney. Chase will approve a loan 
modification for homeowners fac-

ing a difficult financial situation 
even if they are not behind on their 
loan, he said, and does not recom-
mend homeowners stop paying 
their mortgages.

Other homeowners with finan-
cial difficulties say lenders have 
denied their requests to tempo-
rarily make partial mortgage pay-
ments. Eugene and Yvonne Dumas 
of West Newbury, for instance, said 
they stopped paying their mortgage 
last year after exhausting their sav-
ings and other financial assistance 
after they were laid off from their 
jobs in 2007 and 2008. They tried 
unsuccessfully to persuade GMAC 
Mortgage LLC to modify their loan 
and also offered to make up several 
months of payments, but said they 
were rejected.

“They said, ‘Don’t send any 
money in,’” said Eugene. “There 
was no way you could get caught 
up.”

GMAC officials said the Dumas-
es didn’t qualify for a loan modifi-
cation because their income was 
too low to cover even reduced pay-
ments. Lenders generally shy away 
from partial payments if it appears 
unlikely a homeowner will ever be 
able catch up, said James Olecki, a 
spokesman for GMAC Mortgage, a 
subsidiary of Ally Financial Inc.

“If you don’t qualify for a loan 
modification or another workout 
solution, generally a partial pay-
ment would not be acceptable,” 
said Olecki.

Nonetheless, the Dumases are 
battling to keep their home while 
they search for new jobs in sales. 
They are hoping to apply for a 
federal program  that helps un-
employed homeowners. The un-
certainty keeps them in a constant 
state of stress.

“We don’t know what is going 
on,” Yvonne said. “We are in limbo.”

 

 Earn up to $2864/month this summer! 
With the ISN/ARL Summer Intern Research Program * 

 

The MIT Institute for Soldier Nanotechnologies is focused on basic research to 

dramatically improve the survivability of the soldier and first responders.   

This summer program provides opportunities for MIT students to conduct science 
and engineering research at state-of-the art Army research facilities working under 

the direction of Army scientists.  

As a summer intern, students: 
 

• Gain valuable research experience  
• Build new professional relationships 
• Access world-class facilities  

• Become part of a team that provides new, life-saving technologies. 
 
 

If you are interested in learning more about this program the first step is to register 
at the website: 

https://isn.mit.edu/internship/index.php 

If you have questions about this program, or experience difficulty using any features on 
website, please contact Marlisha McDaniels- mmcd@mit.edu or the ISN Headquarters, 
NE47-4th floor 617.324.4700. 

 

*The Army Lab provides the intern's salary, which typically ranges from 

$2280/month to $2864/month depending on class year. Under certain 
circumstances the ISN can provide the intern with a supplement of up to $1500 

to defray costs of local accommodations and travel. 

 

Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

Most homeowners 
fail to pay their 
mortgages because 
they are out of 
work, have had 
their wages cut, or 
are saddled with 
ballooning interest 
rates on subprime 
loans.

The number 
of serious 
delinquencies is 
down from a peak 
of about 50,000 
early last year, but 
remains a serious 
problem that is 
not likely to be 
resolved soon.
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(SOV). An SOV rate describes the percentage 
of people who commute to MIT — for work or 
study — and drive alone the entire way. Since 
2002, MIT’s SOV dropped from 27 percent to 20 
percent, with other commuters carpooling, bik-
ing, walking, or taking public transportation.

But MIT’s impact on the City of Cambridge 
goes well beyond the borders of campus 
proper. Steven C. Marsh, Managing Director 
of Real Estate at the MIT Investment Manage-
ment Company (MITIMCo), updated the City 
on MIT’s investment property across the city. 
Investment property is owned by MIT but of-
ten leased to clients so that the buildings can 
be used for retail or laboratory space. MIT-
IMCo has secured a number of new leases 
and letters of intent, which indicate that lease 
negotiations are in progress:

640 Memorial Drive. MIT executed a 

lease with Sanofi-Aventis, an international 
pharmaceutical company, to move their on-
cology headquarters to half of this building, 
located past the far western edge of campus. 
Sanofi-Aventis will make the move this fall. 

281 Albany Street. After renovations, MIT 
executed a lease with Aileron Therapeutics, 
which now occupies the building.

177 Massachusetts Ave. As part of MIT’s 
mission to support an “innovation cluster” in 
this area, MIT has leased the Analog Devices 
building and adjacent lots to the Novartis In-
stitutes for Biomedical Research, across the 
street from their existing campus. Novartis 
will invest $600 million into the construction 
of laboratory and office space at the location, 
in addition to ground-floor retail space. MIT 
Building N42 (IS&T Helpdesk) has also been 
leased as part of this deal.

300 Massachusetts Ave. In conjunction 
with Forest City Boston, MIT will develop the 

property north of Random Hall — part of the 
block between Blanche and Landsdowne 
Streets — into an office and laboratory facility 
with ground-floor retail space. The Tech report-
ed last December that the existing buildings 
there, including Thailand Cafe, All Asia, J.N. 
Philips Auto Glass, and MIT Building NW62, 
would be demolished, and that new construc-
tion could begin as early as December 2011.

450 Massachusetts Ave. Veggie Galaxy, a 
vegetarian and vegan restaurant, will move in 
to some of the currently vacant ground-floor 
space at the building occupied by the Central 
Square Theater. Next door, a letter of intent 
has been signed with Moksa, which will offer 
street-style Asian food.

1 Broadway St. A ground-floor lease has 
been signed with Firebrand Saints, a restaurant 
and bar which will feature seasonal outdoor 
seating. Another letter of intent for the property 
has been signed with Venture Cafe, which aims 

to “provide a resource for the Boston entrepre-
neurial and innovation communities” and “en-
able fresh and useful conversations,” according 
to its website. Currently, the Venture Cafe is a 
weekly event held on the 4th floor of 1 Broad-
way. Venture Cafe is “most of the way through 
negotiating a lease,” according to its blog.

610 Main St. Currently a surface parking 
lot, MIT has proposed the construction of a 
building which will house 418,000 square feet 
of laboratory and office space at this property 
near Technology Square. According to the 
Town Gown report, MIT plans to start con-
struction when an anchor tenant is secured.

MIT wrapped up their presentation with 
a 3D Google Earth flyover of locations set for 
future expansion and recently completed 
construction projects on campus. The 2010 
Town Gown report is available at http://tech.
mit.edu/V130/N63/inshort/MIT_2010_Town_
Gown_Report.pdf.

At Town Gown, MIT announces new leases, LOIs
Move-ins include Veggie Galaxy, Firebrand Saints, Venture Cafe, and lab, retail, office space

Map couRTesy of MIT offIce of GoVeRNMeNT aNd coMMuNITy RelaTIoNs. INfoGRaphIc by Judy hsIaNG

640 Memorial Dr.

281 Albany St.
300 Mass. Ave.

450 Mass. Ave.

177 Mass. Ave.

610 Main St. 1 Broadway

Academic Building

Investment Property

KEY

RobeRT McQueeN—The Tech

A civil rights display is up in Lobby 10. The display is put up each year by students who took the Martin Luther King Jr. design seminar over IAP.

Town Gown, from Page 1



S
Po

rt
S

 S
Po

rt
S

 S
Po

rt
S

 S
Po

rt
S

 S
Po

rt
S

 S
Po

rt
S

 S
Po

rt
S

 S
Po

rt
S

 S
Po

rt
S
 S

p
o

r
t

S
 S

Po
rt

S
 S

Po
rt

S
20   The Tech Friday, February 4, 2011

Saturday, February 5
Men’s and Women’s Track and Field vs. Williams College & Coast Guard 12 p.m., Johnson Track

Sunday, February 6
Men’s and Women’s Fencing 
Eric Solle Invitational

8:30 a.m., DuPont Gym

Upcoming Home events

sports sHorts

Rifle finishes 
2nd at Bean Pot

Led by Nigel C. Kojimoto ’12 the MIT rifle team fin-
ished second out of four squads at the Bean Pot compe-
tition held at MIT last weekend. Kojimoto collected the 

gold medal in the smallbore portion of the 
event for the highest individual scorer as 
well as silver in air rifle, as Tech finished 
just 50 points behind Wentworth Institute of 
Technology in overall team scoring.

Elizabeth A. Phillips ’13 captured the 
bronze in Air Rifle with a score of 559. Giulia B. Pantal-
one ’13 recorded a score of 550 and Rebecca L. Gould ’11 
(535) rounded out the scoring for the Cardinal and Gray, 
who finished just two points behind Wentworth in the air 
rifle portion of the weekend. Pantalone and Gould’s totals 
were new personal bests for each shooter.

Phillips added a score of 536 in smallbore for the En-
gineers, who finished with a team score of 2138. Jennifer 
C. de Bruijn ’12 recorded a pair of 90-point shots en route 
to a total of 528. Timothy R. Jenks ’13 was the final scoring 
shooter for MIT with a total of 511.

Wentworth took the team title with a combined score 
of 4349. MIT was second at 4399 while Penn State took 
third at 4294. Coast Guard rounded out the competition 
at 4195.

MIT returns to action on Saturday, Feb. 12, hosting 
Coast Guard.

—Greg McKeever, DAPER Staff

By Craig Kaufman
DAPER StAff

The MIT Swimming and Diving teams took to the pool 
against Amherst College on Saturday. Despite strong ef-
forts, neither the men’s nor women’s team were able to 

come away with a victory. The losses were the 
first of the season for both teams.

Despite setting four pool records, the 
men’s team fell 167-131. Ryan N. Terbush ’12, 
Michael J. Liao ’14, William C. “Colby” Dunn 
’14 and Wyatt L. Ubellacker ’13 started off the 

meet by winning the 200 yard medley relay and setting a 
pool record with a time of 1:33.75. Liao set the pool mark in 
the 100 yard breaststroke in event No. 10, winning in 58.34 
and would later win the 200 yard breaststroke in 2:08.73.

The other two pool records came in the 100 yard butter-
fly, which Ubellacker took in a time of 49.72, also good for 
an NCAA B cut. Dunn, Ubellacker, Anthony Chen ’13 and 
Brendan T. Deveney ’13 set a new pool record in the final 
event, the 400 yard freestyle relay (3:07.15).

Dunn won the 100 yard free in 46.24 and Brendan F. Liu 
’13 took the 200 yard backstroke in a time of 1:54.66. Toomas 
R. Sepp ’11 won the 200 yard fly in 1:53.97 and Ubellacker 
won the 50 yard freestyle sprint in a tidy 21.31.

MIT was hurt by having only one diver in competition. 
Chao He ’12 took fourth in both the 1 meter and 3 meter 
board, allowing the Amherst Lord Jeffs to pick up important 
points.

For the second year in a row, the Amherst handed the 
women’s team their first loss, by a score of 194-104.

Amherst took the first three women’s events before 
Christine K. Rogers ’14 was able to win the 100 yard back-
stroke in 59.16. Rogers was part of the “A” squad in the 
opening 200 yard medley relay. She, along with Calley L. 
Murphy ’14, Elina L. Hu ’13 and Kaitlyn M. Creasey ’11 fin-
ished in a time of 1:51.13, but were bested by the “A” group 
from Amherst.

Amherst took control of the meet with four straight 
event victories, though MIT took second place points in 
three of them. Murphy narrowly lost the 100 yard breast-
stroke (1:08.89 to 1:08.06), Joanna R. Yeh ’14 was edged in 
the 200 yard fly (2:11.93) and Hu took second in the 50 yard 
free (25.45).

It looked as though the Engineers could make a run back 
into the competition, as Yeh won the 100 yard free in 5.24 
and Rogers followed her with an NCAA B Cut in 200 yard 
backstroke victory (2:07.36), but Amherst won three more 
consecutive events.

Elizabeth L. Stavely ’11‘s performance on the diving 
board was good enough for third place in both the 1-meter 
and 3-meter events.

Katelyn M. Rossick ’14 took the last event victory for 
MIT, winning the 200 yard IM in 2:13.28 before Amherst ran 
away with the 400 yard freestyle relay.

The Engineers will travel to Wheaton College on Satur-
day afternoon, for the Wheaton Invitational. 

Team up with your FSILG or dorm to make an impact. Together. 

Why not serve the community as a community? 

web.mit.edu/FSILGDchallenge
Register your team by Feb. 11:

The 484 Phi Alpha Foundation

Packers vs. Steelers: Our picks
Most go with Green Bay, but Pittsburgh still has support

Swim and Dive 
fall to Amherst
Loss marks the first of season

Do you like doodling during class? 
Are your psets covered with drawings? 
If so, become a Tech Illustrator!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Green Bay Packers
Super Bowl XLV promises to be a game to remember, 

pitting the NFC wild-card Green Bay Packers, who have 
managed to win on the road throughout the playoffs, 
against the persistent AFC North Champion Pittsburgh 
Steelers. Both teams have tremendous confidence go-
ing in to this final game on both sides of the ball, but in 
the end, expect the Packer offense to outlast the Steeler 
defense.

The NFC Packers, after sneaking into the playoffs by 
winning their last two regular season games, have been 
nothing short of spectacular lately as they fended off 
Vick and the Eagles, cruised by the top-seeded Falcons, 
and delivered a decent beating to the Bears to reach the 
Super Bowl. Led by quarterback Aaron Rodgers, Green 
Bay has proven to be the best offensive team in the NFC. 
On defense, look for the veteran cornerbacks Al Harris 
and Charles Woodson to shut down Hines Ward and 
the Steeler passing game. Defensive end Aaron Kamp-
man shouldn’t have too much trouble getting to Roeth-
lisberger to force some bad throws, and this should be 
enough to keep the Steeler scoring in check.

The AFC Steelers have been somewhat shaky at 
times. Against the Ravens in the AFC Divisional game, 
the Steelers were able to pull out a victory thanks to Bal-
timore’s lackluster offense, which gave the Steelers hope 
after they were down two touchdowns in the second 
half. Don’t expect the Packers offense demonstrate this 
kind of generosity. With Rodgers finding his key receiv-
ers, Jennings and Driver, every game, he should have no 
problem in picking apart the Steeler defense. Free safety 
Troy Polamalu is a potential interception threat, but the 
Packers offensive line should be able to buy Rodgers 
enough time to make accurate completions.

The Steeler defensive line will get to Rodgers, but 
don’t exclude the possibility of him escaping the rush, 
scrambling outside of the pocket, and hitting a wide-
open tight end or wide receiver. This will be the story of 
the game, and this is why the Packers will pull it out late. 
Prediction: Packers, 27-24.

Nidharshan Anandasivam

In this matchup between two storied franchises, the 
Steelers will be seeking their record seventh Super Bowl 
win, and the Packers their fourth. 

Both teams feature strong defenses, as the Steelers 
gave up the fewest points per game during the regular 
season, 14.5, and the Packers were second with 15. In the 
NFC Championship game, the Packers’ defense forced 
three interceptions, including one for a touchdown. Al-
though two of these came against Chicago’s third-string 
quarterback, the Green Bay secondary should be able to 
force mistakes from Ben Roethlisberger (who threw two 
interceptions and had a 35.5 rating against the Jets). 

The Packers will shut down the Steelers’ offense, and 

Aaron Rodgers will find a way to score enough points to 
pull out the victory. Prediction: Packers, 21-17.

David Zhu

The New England Patriots ended their season with 
an eight-game win streak, a stretch of dominance that 
included victories over both the Steelers and Packers, 
as well as the Colts, Jets, and Bears. The Jets were em-
barrassed (if not silenced) in a 45-3 loss; the Bears were 
manhandled in the snow at Soldier Field, losing by 29 
points. The Steelers couldn’t hold their own in the Yel-
low Sea of Terrible Towels at Heinz Field, losing by 13. 
The Colts and Peyton Manning, or maybe just Peyton 
Manning, put up a fight but came up short by three 
points. After New England had built up a full head of 
steam, the Packers came to town, but without their star 
quarterback, Aaron Rodgers. Instead, they had Matt 
Flynn, with his 17 career passing attempts, at the helm. 
They pushed the Patriots to the brink, losing 27-31. 
Flynn turned in a fantastic performance, no question 
about it, but I have to believe that the Packers would 
have pulled that game out if they have Rodgers at quar-
terback. 

Against the NFL’s gold standard of the regular sea-
son (the Patriots) and in the face of considerable ad-
versity, the Packers showed a resilience that will serve 
them well against the Steelers. As long as James Har-
rison doesn’t knock the daylights out of Aaron Rodgers, 
I think that Wisconsin will be celebrating a Super Bowl 
victory on Monday. Prediction: Packers, 35-24.

Zach Hynes

Pittsburgh Steelers
Though the Packers come into the Super Bowl the 

hotter team, the Steelers will be left standing at the 
end as Super Bowl champs. Yes, the Steelers will have a 
tough time matching up against Rodgers and the Pack-
ers’ rotation of receivers, but they’ve faced off against 
teams better in every other phase of the game, and 
came out ahead. The Pack, on the other hand, haven’t 
seen an opponent in the playoffs with as good a front 
seven as Pittsburgh’s. If they can manage to get pres-
sure on Rodgers and hurry him more than they had on 
any other team these playoffs, the Steelers will have a 
good chance to end some Packers drives very quickly, 
and give the ball back to Roethlisberger and their me-
thodical offense. As long as their offense manages to 
grind out drives into points, Pittsburgh should be able 
to thrive off of the luxury of playing from in front, and 
grind out the victory. Prediction: Steelers, 24-19.

Yifan Cao 

Based on their performances throughout the sea-
son, the two teams should be well-matched offenses. 
Roethlisberger has a veteran advantage, having won 
two Super Bowls in the past. However, Rodgers is sure 
to use his skills as a long passer to pick apart the Steel-
ers’ defense. It will likely be both a close offensive 
battle with the Steelers showing how they can run the 
ball in their game against the Jets a few weeks ago. The 
Steelers will come out on top, as their defense appears 
strong enough to combat the Packers’ feisty offense. 
Prediction: Steelers, 24-21.

Sarah Weir

The Super Bowl is once again upon us, when the 
collective attention of the nation will be directed 
towards their TV screens watching the Packers and 
the Steelers take one another on in Dallas. Who will 
win? the tech’s Sports staff weigh in, with bragging 
rights on the line …




