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MIT’s
Oldest and Largest 
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By Elijah Jordan Turner
news editor

Ursula M. Burns, chairman and 
chief executive officer of Xerox Corpo-
ration, has been named the keynote 
speaker for the 145th Commence-
ment on Friday, Jun. 3. This year’s 
speaker announcement comes at its 
earliest in more than 30 years. Com-
mencement weekend will mark the 
conclusion of MIT’s 150-day celebra-
tion marking its 150th anniversary.

Burns is the first black woman 
to serve as the CEO of a Fortune 500 
company, having succeeded Anne 
Mulcahy in July 2009. Burnes was 

named the 19th most 
powerful woman in 
the world by Forbes 
last November and she 
assumed the position 
of chairwoman of the 
company earlier this 
year.

Class of 2011 President Anshul 
Bhagi praised the selection of Burns, 
citing her determination and engi-
neering leadership as qualities from 
which MIT students could draw in-
spiration.

“She did well in life through per-
sistent hard work,” Bhagi said. Presi-
dent Susan J. Hockfield held a similar 
position on the relevance of Burn’s 
life story to the mission of the Insitute 
and its students.

“I am especially glad that Ursula 
Burns has agreed to share with the 
MIT community her remarkable per-

sonal story: her fearless approach to 
problem solving as an engineering 
and a leader, her deep experience at 
one of America’s most storied tech-
nology companies, and her commit-
ment to service,” Hockfield said. “Her 
life speaks eloquently to the Insti-
tute’s own ideals.”

Raised in the housing projects in 

the Lower East Side of Manhattan, 
Burns graduated from the Polytech-
nic Institute of New York University in 
1980 with a bachelor’s degree in me-
chanical engineering. That summer, 
she worked at Xerox for the first time, 
as a summer intern. After obtaining 
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Sunny

In Short
No classes on Thursday.  Go out and celebrate Vet-
erans Day!

$4900 is the expected cost of the dining plan for 
Maseeh Hall (W1), revealed HDAG member and 
Next House president Ellen B. McIsaac ’12 at last 
week’s Senate meeting. The plan consists of five 
breakfasts, five lunches, two brunches, and seven 
dinners per week. 

The bone marrow drive sponsored by the Sloan 
School of Management will be held today 10:30 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. in the E62 lobby and tomorrow noon-
3 p.m. in 10-105 (Bush Room).

MIThenge will start on Thursday and end on  
Sunday. 

Send news info and tips to news@tech.mit.edu.
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Xerox CEO Ursula M. Burns 
to speak at Commencement
Address to culminate sesquicentennial celebration

Lonnie Major—Courtesy oF XeroX Corporation

Ursula M. Burns, who will speak at commencement, worked her way 
up from an internship position at Xerox to being CEO of the corporation�

2010-2011 IFC Executive Board 
election results announced

A new Interfraternity Council (IFC) executive board was elected last 
Wednesday, Nov. 3. Gordon W. Wintrob ’12, a member of Phi Sigma Kap-
pa, will be the new president. The new board will assume their positions 
at the next Presidents’ Council on Wednesday, Nov. 17.

“I can confidently say that the Greek system attracts some of the most 
intelligent students, the most competitive athletes, and the most impres-
sive leaders at the Institute,” Wintrob said. “This passion and energy is 
what excites me about serving as IFC president. I look forward to bring-
ing the chapters together to collaborate on common goals such as broth-
erhood, alumni relations, and philanthropy.”

Wintrob added that he would like to see a shift from the IFC being 
viewed as a “rule enforcer” to be more of a “supportive resource that 
helps all of our chapters and brothers.”

Wintrob ideas to increase both transparency within the IFC and with 
the MIT community include revamping the IFC website, clarifying the 
Delegates’ Council role as an open forum for fraternities, and adding of-
fice hours during which students can communicate with the IFC Execu-
tive Board.

The IFC, in addition electing a new board, has established a judicial 
review committee in response to concerns over IFC judicial processes 
that arose following Phi Beta Epsilon’s suspension in September. The 
new committee is composed of volunteer members and currently in-
cludes 22 representatives from 13 chapters. According to Ryan Schoen 
’11, the outgoing IFC president, the committee is in the process of sched-
uling their first meeting.

Anjaney P. Kottapalli ‘11 of Pi Lambda Phi volunteered to chair the 
committee, and the Presidents’ Council, which is composed of all frater-
nity chapter presidents and IFC executive board, approved Kottapalli’s 
position. Wintrob said he plans to work closely with the committee and 
the MIT administration to improve the judicial system.

—joanna Kao

IFC Election Results

President Gordon W. Wintrob ’12 Phi Sigma Kappa

Vice President Tim Stumbaugh ’12 Phi Delta Theta

Executive Assistant Maxsim Kolysh ’14 Zeta Psi

Risk Manager Jack J. Wanderman ’13 Kappa Sigma

Judicial Chair Stephen A. Hendel ’12 Chi Phi

Recruitment and 
Programming Chair

Eduardo D. Russian ’13 Theta Delta Chi

Publicity Chair Ignatius Chen ‘13 Theta Xi

niChoLas Chornay—the teCh

An apple octopus lounges on a table before the start of judging at Apple 
Bake, held on Sunday in the Burton-Conner Porter Room� The annual com-
petition attracted nearly 200 entries in categories ranging from apple art to 
apple desserts and apple drinks�

how do you like them apples?

Burns, Page 11

In schools’ efforts to end gay 
bullying, some see agenda
Critics argue school programs endorse homosexuality 

By Erik Eckholm
the new yorK tiMes

HELENA, Mont. — Alarmed 
by evidence that gay and lesbian 
students are common victims of 
schoolyard bullies, many school 
districts are bolstering their anti-
harassment rules with early les-
sons in tolerance, explaining that 
some children have “two moms” 
or will grow up to love members 
of the same sex.

But such efforts to teach ac-
ceptance of homosexuality, which 

have gained urgency after several 
well-publicized suicides by gay 
teenagers, are provoking new cul-
ture wars in some communities.

Many educators and rights 
advocates say that official prohibi-
tions of slurs and taunts are most 
effective when combined with 
frank discussions, from kinder-
garten on, about diverse families 
and sexuality.

Angry parents and religious 
critics, while agreeing that school-
yard harassment should be 
stopped, charge that liberals and 
gay rights groups are using the 

anti-bullying banner to pursue 
a hidden “homosexual agenda,” 
implicitly endorsing, for example, 
same-sex marriage.

Last summer, school officials 
here in Montana’s capital unveiled 
new guidelines for teaching about 
sexuality and tolerance. They pro-
posed teaching first graders that 
“human beings can love people of 
the same gender,” and fifth grad-
ers that sexual intercourse can 
involve “vaginal, oral or anal pen-
etration.”

Bullying, Page 9
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Situation for noon Eastern time, tuesday, november 9, 2010
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extended Forecast
today: Cloudy with a 40% chance of showers. North wind 

at 15-20 mph, gusting to 35 mph. High 52°F (11°C).
tonight: Cloudy with a 30% chance of showers. North wind 

at 10-20 mph, gusting to 30 mph. Low 40°F (4°C).
tomorrow: Cloudy, then gradual clearing. Slight chance of 

showers. North wind at 10-20 mph. High 50°F (10°C). 
thursday: Sunny. Highs in the lower 50’s°F (10-12°C). Lows 

in the mid 30’s°F (1-3°C).
Friday: Sunny. Highs in the mid 50’s°F (12-14°C). Lows in 

the mid 30’s°F (1-3°C).

By roman Kowch
STAFF METEorologiST

A pesky low pressure, still 
lurking off the coast of Cape 
Cod, will maintain cloudy 
skies over the region. North-
erly winds will also continue, 
ushering in some cool air from 
Canada. This will keep highs 
near 50°F and lows near 40°F. 

Along with the cloudiness, 
some spotty showers will per-
sist through Wednesday, but 
daily rainfall amounts should 
remain under 1/4 of an inch. 
The low pressure will slowly 
move off into the Atlantic. In 
its wake, sunny weather will 
return for Veterans Day along 
with a gradual warm-up into 
this weekend.

Gloomy weather until 
Veterans Day

By william Glaberson
ThE NEw York TiMES 

NEW HAVEN, Conn. — A jury 
voted Monday to impose the death 
penalty on a habitual criminal who 
took part in a home invasion in 
Cheshire, Conn., that left a wom-
an and her two daughters dead, a 
crime of such inexplicable cruelty 
and randomness — the family was 
apparently chosen after being spot-
ted in a shopping center parking lot 
— that it upended a debate about 
capital punishment.

For nearly two months, jurors 
learned every searing detail of the 
night and morning in July 2007 
when two men armed only with a 
BB gun that looked like a real pistol 
burst into the colonial-style home 
of a successful doctor and put him 
and his family through an ordeal of 
beatings and sexual abuse that end-
ed as flames tore through the house 
where the girls, still alive, had been 

strapped to their beds. Their moth-
er had already been strangled.

Only the father — Dr. William A. 
Petit Jr., dazed and bloodied after 
being beaten with a baseball bat in 
his sleep — managed to escape.

He was in the front row Monday, 
slumped forward, as the defendant, 
Steven J. Hayes, sat motionless at 
the defense table. The court clerk 
announced, again and again, that 
jurors believed the crimes Hayes 
had committed required that he be 
put to death.

In thanking the jurors, Judge Jon 
C. Blue of state Superior Court said 
they had been “exposed to images 
of depravity and horror no human 
being should have to see.”

The verdict came at the begin-
ning of the fourth day of delibera-
tions in the trial’s penalty phase. 
Only one person has been executed 
in Connecticut since 1960.

“This is a verdict for justice,” Pe-
tit said afterward. “The defendant 

faces far more serious punishment 
from the Lord than he can ever face 
from mankind.”

One juror, Herbert R. Gram of 
Madison, said the panel experi-
enced little disagreement during 
deliberations.

“It was just so heinous, and just 
so over the top and so depraved,” 
he said of the crime. “Here’s a case 
where somebody doesn’t deserve to 
remain on the face of the earth.”

A second defendant, Joshua 
Komisarjevsky — whom Hayes’ 
defense lawyers portrayed as the 
leader to their client’s hapless, 
drug-addled follower — will be 
tried separately.

The home invasion was called 
one of the worst crimes in Connect-
icut history and was compared to 
the 1959 murder of a family in Kan-
sas that was the centerpiece of Tru-
man Capote’s book “In Cold Blood.” 
The Cheshire crime has already 
been the subject of its own books.

Connecticut jury imposes death 
penalty for a killer of three

Repeal of policy on gay 
military service faces struggle

By Elisabeth Bumiller 
and david M. Herszenhorn

ThE NEw York TiMES 

WASHINGTON — Prospects 
for Congress to authorize repeal 
of the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy 
face new uncertainties as time runs 
out for the Senate to act and strong 
objections remain among Republi-
cans and the most senior ranks of 
the military.

Recent developments on Capitol 
Hill and within the military — in-
cluding unusual comments over the 
weekend about sleeping arrange-
ments by the new commandant of 
the Marine Corps — have clouded 
prospects for repeal.

The uncertainty comes even as 
Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates 
said for the first time that he would 
like the Senate to vote to authorize 
the repeal before the end of the 
year, and a not-yet-released Pen-
tagon survey of active-duty forces 
and their families showed that the 
majority did not care if gay men 
and women served openly. In the 
meantime, a federal appeals court 
in California is considering whether 

the ban is constitutional.
The period of growing doubts in 

Washington has further aggravated 
tensions between gay rights groups 
and President Barack Obama, who 
campaigned on a promise to end 
the ban and allow gay men and 
women to serve openly.

Two main forces are working 
against repeal on Capitol Hill.

One is the simple matter of the 
congressional calendar. There will 
be very little time in the lame-duck 
session that begins next week for 
the Senate to vote to authorize the 
repeal of the policy and reconcile 
its measure with a version passed 
by the House.

The other obstacle lies in the 
concerns of Sen. John McCain of 
Arizona, the senior Republican on 
the Armed Services Committee. 
Although McCain has said in the 
past that he would consider au-
thorizing a repeal of the law once 
the Pentagon review was complete, 
he faced a challenge from the right 
in his recent re-election fight and 
campaigned, in part, on a promise 
to preserve the 17-year-old law that 
requires service members to keep 

their sexual orientation secret.
McCain blocked consideration 

of a defense bill in September that 
included a provision allowing re-
peal of “don’t ask, don’t tell,” and in 
recent days he has been in negotia-
tions with Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., 
chairman of the Armed Services 
Committee, on whether the “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” provision should be 
stripped from the bill entirely.

If that occurs, Democratic lead-
ers could use other means to bring 
the measure to the floor, but they 
would be more time-consuming.

The chiefs of the Army, Navy and 
Air Force have all expressed some 
reluctance about ending the ban, as 
has the former commandant of the 
Marine Corps, but the comments 
of the current commandant, Gen. 
James F. Amos, are the most vivid 
to date.

In comments to reporters in 
California this weekend, Amos said 
that ending the ban in the middle 
of two wars would involve “risk” for 
Marines, who, unlike other service 
members who generally have pri-
vate quarters, share rooms to pro-
mote unity.

Sticker shock for travelers as 
airfares climb

In the 10 years they have been together, Charissa Benjamin 
and her Serbian husband have always flown from their home 
in Washington to spend the winter holidays in the warmth of 
her native Antigua.

But with the lowest economy-class fare this year advertised 
at about $1,500 — more than twice the $700 she paid in 2009 
— Benjamin is considering ringing in 2011 with her husband’s 
family in decidedly chillier Belgrade. Flights there cost half as 
much as those to the Caribbean.

As Benjamin and others have been discovering in recent 
months, airfares in most of the world are on the rise as the 
global economy picks up and demand for air travel climbs, par-
ticularly for business trips. Airlines, meanwhile, have been re-
luctant to add more flights to meet that growing demand. That 
is increasing pressure on ticket prices and making for packed 
planes and longer standby lines as the year-end travel season 
approaches.

This has been a boon, of course, for an industry that is ex-
pected to roar back into profit this year, to the tune of $8.9 bil-
lion. That comes after airlines collectively lost nearly $26 billion 
during the previous two years, according to the International 
Air Transport Association, an airline industry group. Many of 
the world’s leading airlines are reporting that the three-month 
period ending Sept. 30 was one of their most profitable quar-
ters in years.

The degree of sticker shock varies significantly by region 
and by class of seat, with fares on some routes still at or below 
those of a year ago, despite some large increases in traffic.

—Nicola Clark, The New York Times 

Floods in Haiti raise fear of 
cholera’s spread

Three medical workers arrived at a clinic near here over the 
weekend on a mission to deliver supplies and spread the word 
about preventing a deadly cholera outbreak from getting worse 
after the torrential rains brought by Hurricane Tomas.

What they found was a locked gate, a 3-year-old boy with 
unrelenting diarrhea being cradled in his father’s arms and a 
gathering crowd of others waiting to get in.

Several of them said, yes, they drank water from a river 
known to be contaminated with the cholera-causing bacteria. 
And, no, they don’t always have money to buy bottled water.

The cholera outbreak, which has killed more than 500 peo-
ple and sickened more than 7,000 in the past 2 1/2 weeks, is 
largely confined to this region of rice paddies and small settle-
ments, where the water has long provided life and livelihood.

But after several inches of rain fell as Hurricane Tomas 
passed Friday, health authorities are racing to keep people from 
drinking unsanitary water, particularly here, where the Artibo-
nite River is known to be contaminated with the disease.

At the public hospital in nearby Petite Riviere, the number 
of cholera cases has risen since Friday, after trailing off during 
the week. But doctors said it was too soon to say whether the in-
crease was an anomaly or a sign that the epidemic may worsen 
with the flooding.

There were also several reports that new cases were sus-
pected in far-flung areas of Haiti, including several cases un-
der investigation Monday in the capital, Port-au-Prince, raising 
concern that the disease may have spread there.

The city’s overcrowded earthquake survivor camps and un-
sanitary conditions could promote the disease. But previously, 
the only cases confirmed in the capital were among people 
who had traveled from areas already affected.

Surges in suspected cases are common, as people confuse 
common diarrhea with cholera, which is much worse and can 
quickly dehydrate and kill its victims if untreated.

—Randal C. Archibold, The New York Times  ST. DENIS, 
Haiti 
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By Sheryl Gay Stolberg 
and Jim Yardley
The New York Times 

NEW DELHI — By endorsing In-
dia for a permanent seat on the U.N. 
Security Council, President Barack 
Obama on Monday signaled the 
United States’ intention to create a 
deeper partnership of the world’s 
two largest democracies that would 
expand commercial ties and check 
the influence of an increasingly as-
sertive China.

Obama’s announcement, made 
during a nationally televised ad-
dress to the Indian Parliament, 
came at the end of a three-day visit 
to India that won high marks from 

an Indian political establishment 
once uncertain of the president’s 
commitment to the relationship. 
Even as stark differences remained 
between the countries on a range 
of tough issues, including Paki-
stan, trade policy, climate change 
and, to some degree, Iran, Obama 
spoke of India as an “indispens-
able” partner for the coming cen-
tury.

“In Asia and around the world, 
India is not simply emerging,” he 
said during his speech in Parlia-
ment. “India has emerged.”

Obama’s closer embrace of In-
dia prompted a sharp warning 
from Pakistan, India’s rival and an 
uncertain U.S. ally in the war in Af-

ghanistan, which criticized the two 
countries for engaging in “power 
politics” that lacked a moral foun-
dation.

It is also likely to set off fresh 
concerns in Beijing, which has had 
a contentious relationship with 
India and has expressed alarm at 
U.S. efforts to tighten alliances with 
Asian nations wary of China’s rising 
power.

But warmer ties between the 
United States and India, in the 
making for many years, come at 
a crucial time for Obama. He and 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
are headed to South Korea later 
this week for a meeting of the 
Group of 20.

President Obama courts 
emergent India as deeper ally

By Catharine Skip 
 and Damien Cave

The New York Times 

NORTH LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
— Save Florida Homes Inc. and its 
owner, Mark Guerette, have found 
foreclosed homes for several needy 
families here in Broward County, 
and his tenants could not be more 
pleased. Fabian Ferguson, his wife 
and two children now live a two-
bedroom home they have trans-
formed from damaged and aban-
doned to full and cozy.

There is just one problem: Guer-
ette is not the owner. Yet.

In a sign of the odd ingenuity 

that has grown from the real estate 
collapse, he is banking on an 1869 
Florida statute that says the bundle 
of properties he has seized will be 
his if the owners do not claim them 
within seven years.

A version of the same law was 
used in the 1850s to claim posses-
sion of runaway slaves, although 
Guerette, 47, a clean-cut mortgage 
broker, sees his efforts as heroic.

“There are all these properties 
out there that could be used for 
good,” he said.

North Lauderdale authorities, 
though, see him as a crook. He is 
scheduled to go on trial in Decem-
ber on fraud charges in a case that, 

along with a handful of others in 
Florida and in other states, could 
determine whether maintaining a 
property and paying taxes on it is 
enough to lead to ownership.

Legal scholars say the concept is 
old — rooted in Renaissance Eng-
land, when agricultural land would 
sometimes go fallow, left untended 
by long-lost heirs. But it is also com-
mon. All states allow for so-called 
adverse possession, with the time 
to forge a kind of common-law mar-
riage with property varying from a 
few years to several decades.

The statute generally requires 
that properties be maintained 
openly and continuously.

At legal fringe in Florida, 
empty houses go to the needy
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Friday’s article about the Underclassmen Giving Campaign incorrectly stated that 
the Public Service Center spearheads the campaign. Though the campaign supports 
the Public Service Center, it is actually spearheaded by the Alumni Association. Also, 
in one instance, the article incorrectly referred to the Underclassmen Giving Cam-
paign as the Undergraduate Giving Campaign.

OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the editorial board, which consists of Chairman Steve 
Howland, Editor in Chief Jeff Guo, Managing Editor David M. 
Templeton, Executive Editor Natasha Plotkin, Opinion Editors 
Joseph Maurer and Ethan Solomon, and Advisory Board 
member Andrew T. Lukmann.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board members 
choosing to publish their disagreement with the editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are 
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, 
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions 
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. 
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech, 
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions are 
due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters 
will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or 

condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 
Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and 
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also 
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published in 
any other format or medium now known or later that becomes 
known. The Tech makes no commitment to publish all the 
letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. E-mail is 

the easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are 
unsure whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, 
and it will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach 
the editor in chief by e-mailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send 
press releases, requests for coverage, and information about 
errors that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to 
the editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech can 
be found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.
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Contraception 
prevents unwanted 
pregnancies

In his November 2, 2010 Opinion 
piece “The intimate civic duty,” Russell 
Rodewald misuses a Guttmacher Institute 
statistic — that half of women having abor-
tions used contraception in the month 
they became pregnant — to make the 
claim that birth control is ineffective in 
preventing unintended pregnancies and 
abortion. This is a fundamental misunder-
standing of the statistic.

The two-thirds of women at risk of un-
intended pregnancy who use contracep-
tion consistently and correctly account for 
only 5 percent of unintended pregnancies, 
while the roughly one in ten who use no 
contraception account for half. Using any 
contraceptive method reduces a couple’s 
chances of having an unintended pregnan-
cy by 85 percent, and properly using the 
most effective methods virtually eliminates 
that risk. Indeed, nearly all Americans 

acknowledge this: 99 percent of sexually 
active people have used contraception at 
some point in their lives.

Access to contraception dramati-
cally reduces the chance of having an 
unplanned pregnancy, the precursor event 
to almost every abortion. If the goal is truly 
to reduce the need for abortion, the best 
approach is to increase contraceptive ac-
cess and use — not to attack it.

—Lawrence B. finer, Ph.d. 
director of domestic research, 

guttmacher institute

Greek life is 
awesome

editor’s note: This letter was addressed 
to members of the greek community at 
miT.

I’d like to share with you some of my 
experiences with Greek life at MIT. I hope 
that as you read this, you can relive some 
of your memories from your time spent in 
one of the best Greek systems in the coun-
try, no matter what your chapter.

My first experience with fraternities at 
MIT was an admittedly scary one. I was 
visiting in November of 2007 as a senior in 
high school, trying this whole “east coast” 
thing (I hail from Northern Colorado). My 
host was hosed, so he left me to the care of 
his friend Arron. After strolling strobe alley 
and hearing the 1.00 lecture, Arron said 
that we would be going to his fraternity for 
dinner. I imagined what it would be like: a 
bunch of drunks walking around in togas 
while hazing pledges. My entire knowledge 
of “frats” came from a viewing of Animal 
House when I was probably ten years old 
and my dad’s stories from when he was in 
Kappa Sig back in the late 70s. I was abso-
lutely terrified, but I didn’t want to appear 
rude, so I came along quietly.

We took SafeRide to the house after a 
long wait in the cold (these were the days 
before NextBus). After giving me the req-
uisite tour of the house, Arron settled in to 
work, leaving me to my own devices. Soon 
enough, I heard someone yell “Dinner!” up 
the central stairwell and the subsequent 
thunder of hungry brothers running down 

LETTERS TO THE EdITOR

By Phillip Clay, Christine Ortiz, 
Costantino Colombo and  

Daniel Hastings

In 2007 the Institute convened a Blue 
Ribbon Committee to study dining at MIT. 
Last spring, the students and faculty House-
masters of the House Dining Advisory Group 
(HDAG) issued their final recommendation 
for a new dining program in the residences 
with dining halls. And last week, the direc-
tor of Campus Dining issued a Request for 
Proposal (RFP) to food service companies to 
operate this system.

We have traveled a considerable distance 
to reach this important milestone, and we 
are committed to proceeding. Campus Din-
ing will select a vendor, and in September 
2011 we will have a new House Dining plan 
structured according to the HDAG recom-
mendation. This decision has a practical 
basis: if we are to have a meal plan in place 
for the start of the next academic year, we 
cannot delay entering into a contract with a 
company to run the dining halls.

But this decision is also demanded by 
the past two decades of dining at MIT. Since 
1992, the Institute has convened a ma-
jor committee to address frustration with 
House Dining every five years. We noted this 
embarrassing fact in these pages last winter, 
but it is worth emphasizing again because 
MIT must end this unfortunate cycle. For 
too long, our community has not seized op-
portunities to create a successful dining pro-
gram in the residences. We cannot hesitate 
this time — and we must take a different ap-
proach.

We have received many questions and 
comments from students, and we wanted to 

address three that stand out:
Was the process inclusive and transpar-

ent? For over three years, MIT has studied 
dining from every angle. We have adminis-
tered surveys, held focus groups and open 
forums, and met continually with student 
leaders. We developed websites to send 
information out and to bring opinions in. 
These efforts directly involved thousands of 
students, who let us know what they think in 
a variety of ways. Moreover, student partici-
pation has been vital to both of the commit-
tees charged with this task.

Not every student agrees with the fi-
nal recommendation, but students were 
involved every step of the way. Moreover, 
we remain committed to evaluating and 
improving House Dining wherever we can 
without undermining the new system’s fun-
damental structure. The implementation 
phase presents many opportunities to shape 
program details in collaboration with stu-
dents and faculty Housemasters, especially 
from the five residences with dining halls. 
The Phoenix Group, for instance, has offered 
some compelling ideas for the lunch com-
ponent of Maseeh Hall’s meal plans, and we 
are delighted to explore these student-driv-
en possibilities.

Will the meal plans be affordable? We 
recognize that the forecasted prices call 
for a greater commitment from students in 
House Dining. However, two of the three 
plans for Baker, McCormick, Next, and Sim-
mons are in the range of what their residents 
report spending on meals for the period cov-
ered by the new program — and all offer sig-
nificant improvement to service availability 
and options. We have also checked the costs 
against similar programs at peer institu-

tions. Our projected prices are competitive, 
and we will not require, unlike many of 
these schools, for all undergraduates to join 
the program. Ultimately, MIT students will 
have the choice — just as they do today — 
to live in a cook-for-yourself community or 
an FSILG if they do not wish to participate in 
House Dining.

Will the new House Dining program 
undermine “dorm culture”? Some mem-
bers of our community seem to fear that 
reinvigorating the House Dining system will 
somehow diminish MIT’s unique character, 
culture, and strength. We have more faith in 
our students than that. There is likely to be 
some adjustment, but residential life at MIT 
has never been static. At one time, students 
dressed for dinner, and women were scarce. 
In the more recent past, all freshmen moved 
to campus housing, McCormick reopened 
its dining hall, and three new residences 
joined the system — Simmons for under-
graduates, Sidney-Pacific and New Ash-
down for graduates.

In September, Maseeh Hall will come 
online as a grand addition to our under-
graduate housing stock. Over the next few 
years we will welcome more students to our 
community and return to an undergraduate 
population of around 4,500. We look for-
ward to these developments because MIT 
remains true to itself by evolving. The meal 
plans are part of that constant evolution, 
and we know they will make MIT a stronger 
and better place to live and learn.

Phillip clay Phd ’75 is the chancellor; 
christine ortiz is the dean for graduate edu-
cation; costantino colombo is the dean for 
student Life; and daniel hastings Phd ’80 is 
the dean for undergraduate education.

Dining changes a long time coming
New plan draws on student input and moves MIT culture forward

Letters, Page 5
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By Keith Yost
staff columnist

We all have policy crushes. For Republicans it’s ending 
earmarks — you can point out a million times how incon-
sequential earmarks are in the grand scheme of the federal 
budget, but if your audience is John Boehner or Tom Co-
burn, you might as well be speaking to a wall. For myself, 
it’s nuclear power — so what if natural gas is currently so 
cheap that nuclear has no practical hope of being eco-
nomical? It’s the principle of the thing, and the principle 
of nuclear power is that it’s the sexiest way of generating 
electric charges ever conceived by man.

The object of Democrats’ hopeless limerence is trans-
portation infrastructure. They’re batty for bridges. They’re 
round the bend for roads. They’re passionate about ports. 
If it’s publicly funded and helps something get from point 
A to point B, Democrats are convinced it is a magical cure-
all for our nation’s woes.

The absolute worst of these obsessions is high speed 
rail (HSR). The policy case for HSR is terrible. The quick 
verdict from nearly every study: HSR costs are too high, 
and benefits are too low. The U.S. pattern of urbanization 
makes HSR a poor choice — our homes and jobs are too 
spread out to make transport from node to node viable 
against the flexibility of the automobile. This is likely true 
across the globe, not just in the decentralized U.S. As a re-
cent report from the Congressional Research Service ex-
plains, “virtually no HSR lines anywhere in the world have 
earned enough revenue to cover both their construction 
and operating costs.”

High speed rail costs billions of dollars. The cost of 
merely upgrading an existing rail line is in the range of $7-9 
million per mile. Building a new line (which would allow 
for higher speeds), is closer to $35 million per mile. Finally, 
Maglev lines are the costliest of all — Japan quoted the 
price for just the guideline of one to cost $300 million per 
mile. What’s more, the costs of infrastructure are chroni-
cally under-estimated. A study by Flyvberg, Holm, and 
Buhl found that 90 percent of infrastructure projects were 
underestimated, resulting in an average cost overrun of 28 
percent. For transportation infrastructure, the deceit was 
even worse — the average cost overrun was a whopping 
45 percent.

High speed rail will not alleviate traffic congestion. The 
Department of Transportation’s Inspector General has 
concluded that the HSR line in the Northeast Corridor has 

reduced automobile ridership along the line by less than 
1 percent. Planners of a HSR line in Florida found that it 
would reduce traffic on the most congested sections of its 
highway by less than 2 percent. Air traffic congestion is also 
unlikely to be relieved by HSR, as many airlines will use 
smaller planes rather than reduce their number of flights.

High speed rail’s impact on carbon emissions or oil 
consumption will be negligible. The Congressional Re-
search Service had this to say about claims that HSR will 
reduce emissions: “[They] tend to rest heavily on assumed 
high passenger loads. Moreover, they also tend to ignore 
the energy and carbon emission of building, maintain-
ing, and rebuilding the infrastructure that supports each 
mode... [HSR] is unlikely to make much difference in 
achieving greenhouse gas reduction targets, nor for that 
matter in the amount of oil imported.”

High speed rail will not have significant spill-over ben-
efits for the national economy. From the U.K’s Eddington 
Transport Study: “such effects are quite limited in mature 
economies.” As a solution to long-term structural unem-
ployment, HSR offers virtually nothing.

If HSR really did make sense, it would have been built 
already by state governments. Take the proposed Los An-
geles to San Diego corridor. All of the benefits of such a line 
would go to Californians — if the benefits really did out-
weigh the costs, why should any federal subsidies be nec-
essary to make the project happen? And yet, in 2008, when 
confronted with the monumental costs of such a project, 
California demurred, much as Florida did in 2000 when 
voters there began to learn the price tag of their supposed 
free lunch.

Understanding the pathology of an obsession is next 
to impossible. Perhaps support for HSR is the lovechild of 
the liberal fondness for all things European, and the left’s 
undying conviction that government spending is critical to 
long term economic growth. Maybe it is rooted in an affec-
tion for authoritarianism and collectivism, a latent hatred 
for the go-anywhere-leave-anytime freedom that automo-
bile owners enjoy. Or possibly, Democrats decided HSR 
was simply a good way to dress up pork-barrel transfers of 
money from red flyover states to blue metropolitan areas.

Whatever the reason Democrats became infatuated 
with trains, it shouldn’t matter now. One of the perks of be-
ing in power is that you no longer need to tolerate the irra-
tional policy quirks of the other side. If today’s Republicans 
are at all serious about fiscal conservatism, high speed rail 
should be one of the first budget items to be eliminated.

By Emily Ruppel

Ever felt out of words? Been so angry you 
went mute? Been in love?

“Poetry is what gets lost in translation,” 
Robert Frost once said, and although most 
high school poetry classes have more in com-
mon with the pungent ardor of animal dis-
section than with poetry’s musical pleasure 
or ars gratia artis, anyone who has ever tried 
to describe a powerful moment, a strong feel-
ing, or even a mathematical concept, knows 
what Frost is saying about the value of poetic 
translation.

Explore the origin of every noun you speak, 
and you will find a metaphor for something 
concrete, tangible, and otherwise inexpress-
ible except by grunts and arm-flailing. Poetry, 
as long as man could string words together 
into longer, more involved metaphors and 
language-pictures, has been the remedy for 
our dumbness. Good poetry paints pictures 
of the previously inexpressible. It is not just 
a flowery literary form for men in tights and 
white-mustached monks, it’s a useful tool 
for any young scientist who would someday 
like to communicate with the world outside 
her lab. (This, by the way, is especially useful 
when getting funding for the existence of said 
lab.)

The Advanced Poetry Workshop was re-
cently slashed from the MIT spring course 
catalog, due to financial reasons.

MIT has just chosen a road too-often taken 
by lesser institutions and desperate, penny-
pinching schools — one Frost, that well-loved 
writer and New England icon, would have 
despaired to look down for long — the path 
with no poetic translation. Next semester, if 
students at this great institution want to work 
beyond “Intro to Poetry” in honing the most 

essential tool of language and the longest-
surviving written form, they will have to pore 
through the thin offerings on HowTo.Com, or 
walk through the cold to another school.

In response to my surprise at this rather 
embarrassing news, MIT poetry teacher Erica 
Funkhouser wrote back, “Really. I couldn’t be 
sorrier.”

As a student of the Graduate Program in 
Science Writing and a fellow victim of the 
budget cuts, I couldn’t be more ashamed. 
Shakespeare would be ashamed. William 
Carlos Williams, (a practicing physician and 
world-famous poet), appalled. I can’t imag-
ine what that proto-Renaissance-man, Aris-
totle, would think.

I scoured the spring catalog for what could 
have possibly beaten out poetry in MIT’s 
judgement of what’s more important for a 
well-rounded student of the world to learn. 
Cryptic class titles like, “Word Made Digital,” 
“Communicating with Mobile Technology,” 
“Writing for Games,” and “Writing for Social 
Media” were still among the offerings in the 
Department of Writing and Humanistic Stud-
ies.

MIT has just sent a truly depressing mes-
sage — we believe in facebook more than we 
believe in the power of the poem to change, 
inspire, and remake the world. The last time 
I checked, Mark Zuckerburg is being flayed 
in movie theaters around the country for his 

ironic social blinders and revolting avarice, 
rather than writing a Nobel Prize acceptance 
speech.

Yet we’re championing social media over 
poetry, spitting on the graceful persuasion of 
rhythm and verse, the word-canvas of philos-
ophers and activists, for a “Like” button and a 
Twitter feed.

At least there’s something poetic about 
one of these ephemeral thought-outlets — a 
Twitter post, at least, is a form that requires 
careful attention to using words wisely. Too 
bad the focus is on character count rather 
than quality.

Can a so-called “humanities” depart-
ment afford to be so frugal? Have they blindly 
traded a better-looking budget for the lasting 
beauty of the written form? Has MIT really 
just succeeded in throwing poetry, itself, into 
the discard pile of a big financial numbers 
game?

I don’t know who exactly is doing the 
calculations, nor what the Department of 
Writing and Humanistic Studies expects as 
the outcome of this morbid literary experi-
ment, but for myself and other deprived and 
disappointed students, the hypothesis: “less 
is more” rings hollowly, hallowingly false — 
“less” is simply less than acceptable. 

Emily Ruppel is a Graduate student in the 
Program in science Writing and draws the 
MITWIT cartoon for The Tech.

Poets, why do 
poems matter?

“Poetry is the language in which man 
explores his own amazement.” 
 — christopher fry

“If Galileo had said in verse that the world 
moved, the Inquisition might have let him 
alone.”  — thomas Hardy

“Everything one invents is true, you may 
be perfectly sure of that. Poetry is as pre-
cise as geometry.”  — Gustave flaubert

“Poetry is ordinary language raised to the 
nth power. Poetry is boned with ideas, 
nerved and blooded with emotions, all 
held together by the delicate, tough skin of 
words.”  — Paul Engle

“Mathematics and Poetry are... the utter-
ance of the same power of imagination, 
only that in the one case it is addressed to 
the head, in the other, to the heart.” 
 — thomas Hill

“Poetry is language at its most distilled 
and most powerful.” — Rita Dove

the stairs. I had milk with dinner, as I was positive that the 
lemonade had been spiked. After dinner, we watched V for 
Vendetta, and I got a sense for what brotherhood could be, and 
the insane feeling of belonging and support that so many of 
the brothers seemed to feel.

You probably know how the story plays out: After a crazy 
week of rush, I decided to pledge. The last two years have 
completely reshaped who I am, and in no small part because 
of my decision to go Greek. My freshman year, the experience 
of meeting all the brothers, bonding with my pledge class over 
ridiculous dinners and experiences, and a real social outlet 
— these gave me a sense of community that I didn’t get from 
living in a dorm. I know that many of my brothers will be some 
of the closest friends that I will ever have. I committed to this 
from the start, and so did they. We are a community with a 
house, not a house with a community.

I’m sure that all members of a Greek organization have 
similar stories and sentiments. Fraternities provided some of 
the first housing of students at MIT, and with only a few excep-
tions, most of the chapters that exist today existed 50, 60 or 
even more than 70 years ago. Each chapter goes through ups 
and downs, but they all continue to thrive. As evidenced by the 
fact that there have been three new organizations come to MIT 
in the past two years, we have one of the strongest and sought-
after Greek systems in the nation.

Each chapter offers its members something unique, but we 
are all part of a larger community, whether that’s our national 
organizations or — more relevantly — the MIT Greek experi-
ence. We have more in common than we realize, and we often 
get caught up in our differences. We should celebrate the fact 
that we are all MIT students who have chosen to be a part of 
something much larger than our four years here.

We should continuously take pride in our organizations. 
Fraternities and sororities are unlike any other student group 
at MIT. We are groups founded in values and history. I have 
personally witnessed the history and size of organization, and 
let me tell you, it’s powerful. I had the honor to attend my fra-
ternity’s biennial convention over the summer. Members and 
alumni from all over the US and Canada flew down to Orlando. 
Some of them, nearing 80 or 90 years old, had no business 
getting on a plane, but the fraternity meant that much to them 
that they had to be there. There is no experience that can 
compare to seeing several hundred of my brothers performing 
our fraternity’s ritual. If you ever have a chance to attend your 
organization’s convention, I highly encourage it. It was through 
events like these, that I truly felt like I “was a part of it.”

I hope that all of you have found an enriching community 
in your Greek organization, and I hope you will continue to 
cherish these memories long after your time at MIT. I know I 
will.

—tim stumbaugh ’12 
Phi Delta theta

Derail high speed rail
It’s time to end the liberal fetishization of infrastructure

MIT – poetry = a travesty
Cutting the Advanced Poetry Workshop from the MIT budget is unacceptable

Letters, from Page 4

Emily RuPPEl—tHE tEcH
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Ring innovation.

Visit jamesallen.com and experience beautiful engagement rings in stunning 3D. Our exclusive 3HDTM Player sets the new standard for online shopping — nothing even comes
close. Top-quality engagement rings and fine jewelry for less than you imagine. Discover why James Allen is the premier online retailer for all things diamond.          
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8 4
6 7

2 6 5 1 9
3 4 8 2 6

4 2 7
6 9 5 3 1
4 3 1 9 2
7 3

8 4

Instructions: Fill in the 
grid so that each column, 

row, and 3 by 3 grid 
contains exactly one 

of each of the digits 1 
through 9.

Sudoku
Solutions, page 9

7 2 1
4 2 1 6

3 5 4
9 7 8

8 7 9 1
3 8 4

6 5 8
9 3 6 7

3 6 9

Steal My Comic� by Michael Ciuffo
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Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 9

ACROSS 
 1 Abrasive tool
 5 Grand tales
 10 Mimic
 14 Burn balm
 15 Kukla’s pal
 16 “Peter Pan” pet
 17 Cornpone
 19 Autobahn auto
 20 Observe Yom Kippur
 21 Fruity drinks
 22 Hunk of dirt
 23 Thwack
 25 New York City harbor 

entrance
 27 Tent stake
 30 Vega’s constellation
 32 Wow, that was close!
 33 Function
 34 Those in favor
 35 More readily
 38 Asian nation
 40 Go lickety-split
 42 Aswan’s river
 43 Liquefies

 46 Neighborhood
 49 Long-eared beast
 50 Completely infatuated
 51 Twiggy home
 52 Used a chair
 53 Truly amazing
 56 Location
 58 Author of “Portnoy’s 

Complaint”
 59 Appeal
 61 Onions’ kin
 65 “Typee” sequel
 66 NYC street game
 68 Bryn __ College
 69 “Lou Grant” star
 70 “The __ on the Floss”
 71 Bronte sister
 72 Chicago tower
 73 __ gin fizz

DOWn
 1 Hindu prince
 2 Oodles
 3 London district
 4 Sean and William

 5 Salty sauce
 6 San Francisco Bay island
 7 Tickled pink
 8 “Blue Voyage” poet
 9 Teeter-totters
 10 Ancient Greek poet
 11 Asian figwort trees
 12 Bestow upon
 13 Surprise attacks
 18 Afresh
 24 Yes vote
 26 Greek letter
 27 Cheap books
 28 Jacob’s twin
 29 D.C. neighborhood
 31 From Tibet, for example
 36 Designer Schiaparelli
 37 Musical interval
 39 Mediterranean coast
 41 Forecaster
 44 Psyche part
 45 Tennis star of the ‘90s
 47 Psychic letters
 48 Coral ring
 53 Cooking smell

54  1981 John Lennon hit
 55 Beethoven dedicatee
 57 Abounds (with)
 60 Sicilian resort town

 62 Wicked
 63 Metric wt.
64  One and only
67  Surgery rms.

Help Desk by Michael Benitez
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By michael T. Lin
Campus LIfe edItor

Seven45 Studios released power Gig: rise 
of the sixstring released October 19, an indie 
developer’s first toe–dip into the rhythm game 
swimming pool. By far the most intriguing 
aspect of power Gig is the revolutionary use 
of a bona fide electric guitar as the primary 
controller for guitar gameplay, a first at time 
of release with some serious implications.

Seven45’s intent with power Gig appears 
to be to create a game that is equal parts 
teaching tool and video game, which has its 
negatives but nonetheless helps address the 
legitimacy problem that has been plaguing 
rhythm games for years. Although the song 
selection lacks many of the big hitters of other 
games, it is at least unique in many respects. 

The wholeheartedness with which Sev-
en45 has tackled the goal of encouraging 
more rock fans to learn an instrument has 
earned them kudos from within the music in-
dustry. This means a soundtrack comprised 
largely of songs by exclusive artists like Dave 
Matthews Band as well as John Mayer, who 
has historically been against rhythm games 
as a genre. Getting non–gamers to take video 
games seriously is no mean feat, and for that 
alone, power Gig deserves some credit.

As for the gameplay itself, it’s undeniable 
that having a real, albeit somewhat under-
sized, guitar in one’s hands makes for a more 
visceral experience. During gameplay, just as 
with a real guitar, players press down strings 
between frets and strum strings with either 
their fingers or a guitar pick, no buttons in-
volved. 

Tutorials on the game disc teach play-
ers the basics of fretting, strumming, power 
chords, etc., which can be parlayed into an 
actual understanding of the instrument in 
hand. 

The controller is also compatible with 
Rock Band and Guitar Hero games, although 
that doesn’t mean that it translates perfectly 
to both — the Power Gig controller is more 

finicky with its strings instead of buttons and 
a strum bar, and the difference in note chart-
ing between the two games reflects that im-
portant distinction. Trying to use the Power 
Gig controller to jump into your favorite Rock 
Band songs on Expert Guitar is ill–advised, to 
say the least. The difficulty curve demands a 
certain level of respect, and there’s no shame 
in taking your time.

power Gig is far from perfect, but most 
of its flaws can be traced back to a common 
cause. The muted strings “plink” during nor-
mal gameplay and must be pressed harder 
to register, because the controller is a real 
guitar. The controller has to be treated with 
more care, because it’s a real guitar. Players 
should trim their fingernails regularly and 
take breaks to rest their fingertips, because 
— you guessed it   — they’re playing on a real 

guitar. 
Other problems include reduced cus-

tomization and only having half of the songs 
available out of the box. The rest have to be 
unlocked via story mode, and there’s no 
cheat to circumvent it.

The story mode has somewhat more 
depth than the straightforward “you’re a 
rock star, go forth and rock” premise of other 
games, involving a dystopian world of limited 
musical freedom in a similar vein to Double 
Fine’s heavy–metal RTS Brütal Legend. This 
is somewhat at odds with the style of some of 
the music you’re playing in the rebellious un-
derground music venues, but I guess it’s only 
fair that Eric Clapton fans get some love, too. 

The game also supports gameplay for 
vocals and drums, including a new drum 
controller that sits on the floor and detects 

drumming movements in the air instead of 
on pads, which ironically is less realistic than 
in other games, but is at least more portable 
than less wieldy drum kits. Tragically, there’s 
no available bass gameplay, which makes 
sense in a way but is still an unfortunate 
omission. 

Ultimately, power Gig offers somewhat 
less overall than similar games, and demands 
more of the player, but is also priced more 
reasonably, and its rewards are directly pro-
portional to how willing players/students are 
to meet it halfway and take learning its tech-
niques seriously. 

power Gig: rise of the sixstring is avail-
able as a standalone game (about $60), gui-
tar/game bundle ($180), or a band bundle 
($230). A full–size controller is also available 
on pre–order for $250.

By Nazia Chowdhury

It was the middle of September 2010, and I was still the wandering 
freshman beguiled at everything MIT presented — from the snake–y 
tunnels to the TEAL classes and even to the problematic problem sets! 

On such a day, my dear friend Vedha and I were looking for a quiet 
place to discuss physics (yes, we were crazy nerds back then). Suddenly 
Vedha said, “I know exactly the place we’re looking for!” and took me to 
our “Room of Requirement.” 

At once the room brightened my mood with its rainbow tiles and 
the glass ceiling through which sunlight was abundantly streaming. I 
also wondered why the room was empty and even if we were allowed 
to be there. But I was so attracted to the room that my head replied with 
vengeance, “Who cares?” 

The “colored place” became our usual room to study or idle away 
time (though that does not happen very often) between classes. 

On Halloween, I found that the “colored place” was also adored 
by hackers when I followed a line of tiny spiders to discover a huge 
arachnid hanging from the ceiling. It was only then that I learned that 
our dear old “colored place” is officially named “Bars of Color within 
Squares” with its amazing terrazzo floor.

This “Bars of Color within Squares” is a 5,500 square-foot piece of 
public art commissioned with MIT Percent-for-Art Funds for the Phys-
ics, Department of Material Science and Engineering and the Spectros-
copy Lab Infrastructure Project. 

The idea hatched from eighteen variations of designs including 
geometric figures and happy, bright colors by Sol LeWitt, often referred 
as a founding father of Conceptual Art. Later fifteen of them were used 
to create the polychrome terrazzo floor that now greets the visitors who 
enter the atrium space between MIT’s new Green Center (Building 
6C) and the older Buildings 4, 6 and 8. To art critics like Andrea Miller-
Keller, it is “a carnival of color, light and movement.”

To me, it is simply my contemplating place. It gives me the serene 
environment that I need to figure out DNA sequences and the joyous 
mood that I need to go through colorless texts. Whenever I turn over 
a page, I look at the floor to see the radiant colors and bold geometric 
shapes shifting merrily. 

No matter what its real name is, to me it will always be my “colored 
place.”

By m.

I’ve always been perplexed by all the rules and 
conventions of dating the American way. I don’t un-
derstand how “it’s complicated” ever came to be a re-
lationship status, and I don’t understand why people 
would pay to read books or see movies based around 
making women realize that guys are not that into 
them. 

But more than all of those things, what confuses 
me most is all the to-do over being “official.” 

The few guys I’ve dated during my time at MIT 
have been a mixed bag, but the one thing they have in 
common is that they all exploited the unofficialness of 
our relationship. (Yes, I made up that word.) 

We did all sorts of things people in relationships 
do, but ask them and I’m sure they’ll say that we were 
nothing more than good friends. I’m sorry, dude, but I 
don’t sleep with my good friends.

I found myself in such a situation not long ago 
with a guy I dated for a few months. To the outside 
world, I’m sure we seemed like a real couple with all 
the hand-holding and the kissing and the Friday night 
dates. Color me surprised when he then used the fact 
that we were not official against me. I got cheated out 
of a relationship based solely on a technicality. 

Since we never had “the talk,” we were never “to-
gether.” The logic of that completely eludes me.

So of course, when I started seeing someone while 
interning in Paris this summer — let’s call him Pierre 
— I expected things to go in a similar fashion. Pierre 
and I would do all the hand-holding and the goodbye 
kisses I’d done with other guys, and just like these guys 
convinced me we were never in a relationship, I con-
vinced myself this time too. Until we had “the talk,” we 
wouldn’t be “together.” 

One night over dinner, Pierre told me he ran into 
his ex on the train and she asked about his copine. 

Thinking I was missing something in translation 
— copine can mean “female friend” or “girlfriend,” de-
pending on the context — I asked him to clarify. 

“ta copine as in, your girlfriend?” I asked. “
Oui,” he said. 

I almost choked on my crêpe. Not only had this 
guy referred to me as his girlfriend, but other people 
acknowledged the “officialness” of our relationship. 
Weren’t we going to talk about this? Shouldn’t we sit 
down and do the whole, “you don’t sleep with any-
body else and I won’t sleep with anybody else and 
we’re going to put this up on Facebook” thing? 

As it turns out, “the talk” doesn’t really exist in 
France, only in the States.

Thinking this was an isolated case, I brought it up 
to my fellow American friend dating a Frenchman, and 
her situation was similar. The guy never brought up 
being an “official” couple; rather, they just sort of fell 
into it the same way Pierre and I did. She, too, thought 
that the “officialness” was an American thing. 

Our relationships with our respective French boy-
friends going well, we had to wonder: What is exactly 
the point of making a relationship “official”? It can’t 
be a marker of commitment, since there are plenty of 
people in official relationships who cheat. It occurred 
to us that it might just be a loophole, an excuse that 
guys could use if they needed an easy out. 

If you’re not “officially” a couple, you get a free 
pass to hook up with someone else, to date many 
girls at the same time, to disappear without a trace. 
But if you’re official, your partner can give you shit for 
cheating, you owe them exclusivity, and you have to 
dump them with dignity. 

But shouldn’t everyone deserve this respect re-
gardless of how official the relationship is? I under-
stand casual relationships and I encourage them if 
both parties are on the same page, but if you’ve been 
seeing someone for a while, it’s safe to assume they 
believe it to be serious in some way. 

Relationships should be “serious until determined 
casual,” not the other way around. That’s how STDs 
spread and hearts get broken.

So serious–until–determined–casual it was with 
Pierre. We never changed our Facebook status, but 
there was the understanding that we were taking our 
relationship seriously despite its short expiration date 
without feeling the need to label it. And, I must admit, 
I very much prefer the French approach.

Courtesy of seven45 studIos

The newly-released game, power Gig: Rise of the sixstring, features a game controller that also functions as a standalone guitar.

Video Game ReView

Power Gig shakes up the rhythmn genre
Gameplay is imperfect, but feels satisfying and genuine

FResh PeRsPectiVes

“Bars of color”
Building 6’s artwork is a serene 
sanctuary.

VaRious states oF undRess

a tale of French bravery and 
american cowardice
All you American guys can learn something from 
how the French do it

At once the room brightened my mood 
with its rainbow tiles and the glass 
ceiling through which sunlight was 
abundantly streaming.
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A local pastor, Rick DeMato, car-
ried his shock straight to the pulpit.

“We do not want the minds of 
our children to be polluted with the 
things of a carnal-minded society,” 
DeMato, 69, told his flock at Liberty 
Baptist Church.

In tense community hearings, 
some parents made familiar argu-
ments that innocent youngsters 
were not ready for explicit language. 
Other parents and pastors, along 
with leaders of the Big Sky Tea Party, 
saw a darker purpose.

“Anyone who reads this docu-
ment can see that it promotes accep-
tance of the homosexual lifestyle,” 
one mother said at a six-hour school 
board meeting in late September.

Barely heard was the plea of 
Harlan Reidmohr, 18, who gradu-
ated last spring and said he was re-
lentlessly tormented and slammed 
against lockers after coming out 
during his freshman year.

College Students
Get 20% OFF all full-price EMS® brand items 
and 15% OFF all full-price national brand items.
Must show valid college ID. Exclusions may apply; visit store for details.

Eastern Mountain Sports

Harvard Square  
1 Brattle Square
Second Floor 
617-864-2061

Give your friends  
better status updates.

6346_AD_6X8 MIT_HarvardSquare.in1   1 11/1/10   12:09:17 PM

617-904-7272 
www.papajohnsmit.com 

Open till 3am, 7 days
We accept MIT Tech Cash

Solution to Left Sudoku
from page 7

7 6 8 2 4 9 1 3 5
5 4 2 8 3 1 7 9 6
3 1 9 5 6 7 8 2 4
4 9 6 7 1 2 5 8 3
8 2 7 4 5 3 9 6 1
1 3 5 6 9 8 2 4 7
6 7 4 9 2 5 3 1 8
9 5 1 3 8 4 6 7 2
2 8 3 1 7 6 4 5 9

Solution to Right Sudoku
from page 7

7 3 1 9 8 4 6 5 2
9 5 8 2 1 6 4 7 3
4 2 6 7 3 5 1 9 8
3 1 7 4 9 8 2 6 5
5 8 4 6 2 1 7 3 9
2 6 9 5 7 3 8 4 1
8 4 3 1 5 7 9 2 6
1 7 2 3 6 9 5 8 4
6 9 5 8 4 2 3 1 7

Solution to Crossword
from page 7

Henisi. Pat, cor sum nos doloreet elesseq uatuera esectem doloboreet, con heniscidunt at, quat dolobore diam, veliquisl el ut adip eraesto duis dolor sum ex exeros ea faci ea amcommo lorper adit nullaor at, commy nosto odolenim nostrud et laore feu facidunt alit lutetue modolor accum ea am, quamcon sequat wisl ullam, consequat. Iquat. Ut el iure feugait elit, quis adionsectet ex endre facip er accum zzrit lor sustis aut verit, sed modolor eraessim et dolore duis nisis ad minit in vendrem quatums andigna feuissed enim zzriusci tem nos dipsusto od magniat wismod tat, voluptat. Ut amcon volesequisl iure deliscillam quatetum dolorpe riusto del eriusto core facilit, qui tem nonsenim zzriustrud dolore conse molestrud modolore corpercilla feu faccum quisci blan volut iustrud minim ipsum ad magnibh esequatem qui bla con volor sectem zzrit eum nonum ese dolortisis amconullaore vulla feu feu feu feum duipsus tionsectem erci tet aci endreet lor si.
Magnim do doloreet, conulput wisi ex ex eu facincilit alit iustissed eugue vel dolore vent
Henisi. Pat, cor sum nos doloreet elesseq uatuera esectem doloboreet, con heniscidunt at, quat dolobore diam, veliquisl el ut adip eraesto duis dolor sum ex exeros ea faci ea amcommo lorper adit nullaor at, commy nosto odolenim nostrud et laore feu facidunt alit lutetue modolor accum ea am, quamcon sequat wisl ullam, consequat. Iquat. Ut el iure feugait elit, quis adionsectet ex endre facip er accum zzrit lor sustis aut verit, sed modolor eraessim et dolore duis nisis ad minit in vendrem quatums andigna feuissed enim zzriusci tem nos dipsusto od magniat wismod tat, voluptat. Ut amcon volesequisl iure deliscillam quatetum dolorpe riusto del eriusto core facilit, qui tem nonsenim zzriustrud dolore conse molestrud modolore corpercilla feu faccum quisci blan volut iustrud minim ipsum ad magnibh esequatem qui bla con volor sectem zzrit eum nonum ese dolortisis amconullaore vulla feu feu feu feum duipsus tionsectem erci tet aci endreet lor si.
Magnim do doloreet, conulput wisi ex ex eu facincilit alit iustissed eugue vel dolore vent

LEGAL COUNSEL
MIT students, family, employers and 
start-ups seeking U.S. legal counsel, 
campus or office consultation. Call:

James Dennis Leary, Esq. 
321-544-0012

Schools debate how 
to teach tolerance
Bullying, from Page 1
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10% Discount on $15
(or more) order with MIT ID.

Royal Bengal
Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

Open Daily Except Monday 
11:30 am – 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988

T: Red Line, Bus #1 – Central Square

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

Distinguish Yourself
as a 
Burchard 
Scholar
Expand your intellectual and social horizons.  
Meet with other Burchards and MIT faculty each month 
for a delicious dinner and seminar on topics of the day. 
Sophomores and Juniors who have shown excellence in 
some aspect of the humanities, arts, or social sciences are 
encouraged to apply. Burchards can be majors in any  
department; no preference is given to HASS majors. 

Apply at:
shass.mit.edu/burchard

Sophomores + Juniors—Apply by December 1, 2010
great ideas change the world

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES, ARTS, & SOCIAL SCIENCES

Ticket deals for MIT Students
Made possible by the Council for the Arts at MIT!

Free tickets to the Boston Modern Orchestra Project
Saturday, November 13 @ 8:00pm

www.bmop.org/
Jordan Hall @ New England Conservatory, Boston

mail cohen@media.mit.edu to reserve your seat!

web.mit.edu/arts/see/freetickets

Free tickets to the Boston Chamber Music Society
Sunday, November 21 @  7:30pm

www.bostonchambermusic.org
Sanders Theater, Harvard Square

mail cohen@media.mit.edu to reserve your seat!

web.mit.edu/arts/see/freetickets

Discounts at the Central Square Theater
See any 4 shows thru June 2011 for only $25

Contact Courtney @ 617-576-9278 x 210 • car@centralsquaretheater.org
Or visit the box office @ 450 Mass Ave in Cambridge

Tuesday thru Friday from 10am-3pm
www.centralsquaretheater.org

Recent commencement speakers 
Year Date announced 

by The Tech Commencement speaker

2011 Nov. 9 Ursula M. Burns, CEO of Xerox

2010 Mar. 16 Raymond S. Stata

2009 Feb. 10 Deval Patrick, Massachusetts Governor

2008 Dec. 7 Muhammad Yunus, 2006 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner

2007 Mar. 13 Charles M. Vest, former MIT president

2006 Dec. 13 Ben S. Bernanke, chairman of Federal 
Reserve Board

2005 Apr. 12 Irwin Jacobs, co-founder/chairman/
CEO of Qualcomm

2004 Mar.  9 Elias Zerhouni, Director of NIH

2003 Apr.  1 George Mitchell, former U.S. Senator

2002 Feb. 26 James Wolfensohn, President of the 
World Bank

2001 Mar. 23 Daniel Goldin, NASA Administrator

2000 Mar. 14 Carly Fiorina, President & CEO, HP

1999 Apr.  2 Tom & Ray Magliozzi, MIT alumni and 
hosts of NPR’s “Car Talk”

1998 Feb. 24 William Jefferson Clinton and David Ho, 
AIDS researcher

1997 Jan. 29 Kofi Annan, UN Secretary-General

1996 Mar.  1 Albert Gore, U.S. Vice President

1995 Apr. 21 Hanna H. Gray, President Emeritus of 
the University of Chicago

1994 Feb. 15 Karim Aga Khan IV, spiritual leader of 
the Shia Ismaili Muslims

COMPIlED BY MICHAEl MCGRAW-HERDEG AND JOANNA KAO
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Help 
make a 
miracle.

Please call, email or visit our web site for details:

MiracleBabyEggDonor.com
info@miraclebabyeggdonor.com • 650-773-5368

Ask for Michiko (English/Japanese bilingual)

Egg donation is emotionally & financially rewarding. 
Help infertile couples make their dreams come true with a baby of 
their own.  If you are a healthy woman between 
19-29 yrs. old, consider Egg Donation 
with us. We offer a warm and caring 
process with compensation from 
$7,000. Contact us for details.

Fill out an MIT IS&T survey
and enter to win an iPod Touch!

As part of a freshman seminar project, MIT Information 
Services & Technology is sponsoring a survey to learn how to 
better use new communication mechanisms, such as social 
networking sites, to reach MIT students and other MIT audi-
ences.

Participation is open to all members of the MIT community, and 
submissions will be anonymous. The survey is available at:

http://mit.edu/15.a03/survey/tech

As an added incentive, students who complete this survey can 
enter a raffle for one of several prizes:

•  An 8GB iPod Touch

•  A 2GB iPod Shuffle

•  $15 iTunes gift cards 

You’ll be able to enter the raffle via your email address when 
you complete the survey. This is separate from the survey 
submission. Thank you for your help and participation!

(Anyone is welcome to fill out the survey. Your input will be very valuable in helping us 
figure out the best way to reach members of the MIT community with important informa-
tion. However, only MIT students are eligible for raffle prizes. Sorry!)

Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

I N F O R M A T I O N  S E S S I O N  A T  C O L U M B I A
Thursday, November 11, 2010, 6:00–8:00 p.m.

1512 International Affairs Building, Columbia University 
RSVP: Mariel Kessel, msk2156@columbia.edu

Earn your MPA in Environmental
Science and Policy

The Master of Public Administration in 

Environmental Science and Policy is a 

twelve-month program that combines 

Columbia University’s hands-on 

approach to teaching public policy  

and administration with pioneering 

thinking about the environment in 

order to educate today’s environmental 

leaders for a sustainable tomorrow. 

Application deadline with fellowship  
consideration: January 15

Final application deadline without fellowship 
consideration: February 1

For more information,  
please call212-854-3142,  
e-mail: msk2156@columbia.edu, or visit:  
www.columbia.edu/cu/mpaenvironment

For information about SIPA programs, visit 
sipa.columbia.edu

proudly present

Thursday (11/11), 8:00PM*
Friday (11/12), 8:00PM
Saturday (11/13), 2:00PM

All performances take place in
La Sala de Puerto Rico, W20

Reserve tickets online at 
http://web.mit.edu/gsp/

* MIT/Wellesley students get in 
**FREE** Thursday (11/11)

MIT/Wellesley Students* $6
Other Students / Seniors / Children   $8

MIT Community $10
General Public $12

Patience
or Bunthorne’s Bride

her master’s degree from Columbia 
University in 1981, Burns returned to 
Xerox as a full-time employee.

Over the following two decades, 
Burns ascended through the ranks 
of the company, serving first in engi-
neering positions, including project 
development, before becoming an 
assistant to then-CEO Paul Allaire in 
1991. Burns continued to hold lead-
ership roles on a number of teams, 
including those in Xerox’s office-
network-copying and departmental 
business units.

Burns began serving as a corpo-
rate senior vice president in 2000 
and was named president of Xerox 
seven years later, in 2007, expand-
ing her leadership to include Xerox’s 
IT, corporate marketing, corporate 
strategy, and human resources divi-
sions. Burns was named chief execu-
tive officer of Xerox last summer and 
she was selected by President Barack 
Obama to lead the White House 
program on science, technology, 
engineering, and math in November 
2009.

The selection process for the 2011 
commencement speaker began last 
spring, when the 2011 Class Coun-
cil and Graduate Student Coun-
cil e-mailed surveys to expected 
graduates. Students were provided 
a chance to write the names of up to 
three people they would like to speak 
at their graduation.

Students leaders, including Bhagi 
and GSC President Ulric Ferner ’10, 
combed through the survey results 
before presenting a shortlist to the 
president. The final decision rests 
with the MIT Corporation.

Unlike many other universities, 
MIT has a policy of not compensat-
ing commencement speakers. Bhagi 
did not have a problem with this 
policy, saying “we only invite people 
who take pride in speaking at MIT.” 

With the selection of Burns, MIT 
has chosen a Corporation member 
for the fourth time in five years. Ray-
mond S. Stata ’57, Governor Deval 
Patrick, and former MIT President 
Charles M. Vest, who spoke in 2010, 
2009, and 2007, respectively, are all 
current members of the MIT Corpo-
ration.

Burns climbed Xerox 
corporate ladder
Burns, from Page 1
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By Sarah Weir
Staff RepoRteR

In the New England regional 
finals this past Saturday, the MIT 
Women’s Rugby team fell to Bentley 

29-15 in 80 minutes of 
play. As a result, they 
have ended their run 
in the playoffs and will 
be unable to defend 
their national title this 
year. 

The Engineers seemed to con-
trol the first half, keeping the ball 
on Bentley’s half of the field and 
entering halftime with an 8-5 lead. 
Bentley scored a try in the first few 
minutes, but MIT responded with 
an exciting breakaway that brought 
the ball down to within yards of the 
end zone and resulted in a try, tying 
the score. The two teams seemed 
almost equally matched, the only 
other points from a free kick by MIT. 
According to Sarah Ritter ’14, the 
Engineers knew what they were fac-
ing —  “Coach says it’s like playing 
against ourselves.”

Although MIT kept the ball on 
the offensive side throughout the 
first half, Bentley came back strong 
in the last 40 minutes. Right after 
halftime Bentley brought the ball 
down the field and even though MIT 
was able to hold them at the line for 
several minutes, they finally broke 
through and scored a try, giving 
them a lead of 10-8. Since the scor-
ing team retains possesion after it 
scores, Bentley immediately tried to 
bring it back for another try, but MIT 
responded by taking the ball back 
down into scoring position. The 
match continued in this back-and-
forth field position battle, although 
Bentley seemed to control the scor-
ing, running in for three more tries 
and two conversions. MIT was, de-
moralizingly, unable to score.

The Engineers may have been 
run-down mentally, but they never 
stopped trying, and even scored 
a try and a conversion in the final 

minutes of the game to finish off 
with a score of 15-29. As this was the 
New England Regional Champion-
ship game, the team is now out of 
the playoffs and will not advance 
to the national championship. The 
team will be losing their head coach, 
Brandon Sparks, assistant coach, 
Teagan Thibodeau, and 11 seniors, 

9 of which are starting players, after 
this year. The team has been giving 
the underclassmen playing time, 
so should be well prepared with a 
strong team for next season. Next 
year they will respond to this dis-
appointing loss with even more in-
tensity and fervor to take back the 
national title.

By David Zhu
SpoRtS editoR

The MIT field hockey played in the NEWMAC semifinals and 
finals this past weekend at Babson College in an attempt to defend 
its conference title. They defeated Wheaton 6-1 in the semifinals, 

but fell to Babson by the same score in the confer-
ence final.

On Saturday, the number two seeded Engineers 
faced Wheaton College to open their postseason 
play.

Jessica M. Oleinik ’11 put MIT on the scoreboard 
just over nine minutes into the game, on an assist 

from the top of the circle from Kameron L. Klauber ’12. 
Klauber would add two more goals in the next three minutes, 

to extend the MIT lead to 3-0. 
Wheaton responded in the 20th minute to get on the score-

board, but Alexandra A. Wright ’11 scored two minutes later on an 
assist by Molly E. McShane ’13 to bring the score to 4-1 at the half. 

In the second half, the MIT defense stifled the Wheaton attack, 
allowing only two shots. Klauber added her third goal of the game 
in the 43rd minute, and Kimberly A. Barker tacked on one final 
goal with under five minutes left to seal the victory. 

One day later, MIT would face the hosts and top seed, Babson 
College, in the NEWMAC final. 

The Engineers opened the game with several scoring opportu-
nities, but Babson’s Morgan Lockwood deflected a shot in the MIT 
net in the seventh minute. Babson added another goal in the 12th 
minute, but the MIT defense was able to keep the deficit at two. 

Babson would add three more unanswered goals at the begin-
ning of the second half to bring the score to 5-0.

McShane finally put the Engineers on the scoreboard in the 
51st minute on an unassisted goal, but that would be the only goal 
of the game for MIT.

Babson’s offense outshot MIT 17-10 and took 15 penalty cor-
ner to the Engineers’ five. Goalkeeper Keri A. Dixon ’11 finished 
the day with three saves. MIT finishes its season 15-4.

sports shorts
Engineers lose to Springfield 
College in NEWMAC Semifinal

MIT’s women’s volleyball team lost to Springfield College in the NEW-
MAC Semifinals, 25-23, 25-21, and 25-13. The Engineers finished the sea-

son with a record of 21-14. In the first set Springfield started with a 6-0 lead, but MIT 
fought back, gaining a 14-13 lead in the middle of the set. The second was closer in score, 
but after an attack error from the Engineers, Springfield took another win, giving them a 
2-0 lead over the Engineers. In the third set, MIT kept the score close to Springfield, but 
ultimately Springfield took the win, ending the Engineers’ playoff run. Kelly E. Schulte 
’12 tallied eight kills, two aces, and two blocks and Trinity P. Leonard ’13 posted seven 
kills and eight digs in the losing effort.
 —Shelley ackerman, associate editor

david M. teMpleton—the tech

outside center Ekaterina r. Kononov ’12 is tackled during the wom-
en’s rugby regional finals match against Bentley University out on Briggs 
Field Saturday afternoon. The Engineers lost 15-28.

Bentley takes down MIT Rugby
In loss at regionals, team loses chance to defend national title

Babson defeats 
MIT in field 
hockey final
MIT beats Wheaton in 
semis but fails to grab title

SaRang KulKaRni—the tech

Senior co-captain Michael G. Zomnir ’11 retrieves a 
ball from the corner during Saturday’s squash match. 
The Engineers defeated Boston College 7-2. 

MIt squashes Boston College

By David Zhu
SpoRtS editoR

On Saturday, both the men’s and women’s soccer 
teams played in their conference semifinals. Neither 
team, however, could pull out a victory and advance to 

the NEWMAC finals. 
 The MIT women’s soccer team faced 

Babson College in the semifinal of the 
NEWMAC Tournament. The Engineers 
were looking to avenge their defeat to Bab-
son in their regular-season finale, which 
cost them a top playoff seed and first-

round bye. However, the teams played to a scoreless tie, 
and Babson outshot MIT 4-3 in penalties to advance to 
the conference finals. 

Coming off an exciting penalty shootout win over 
Wellesley College last Tuesday, the Engineer defense 
continued to dominate the opposing attackers. They 
held Babson to just ten shots in 110 minutes of play, 
and goalkeeper Meghan S. Wright ’13 made five saves 
for her 13th shutout of the season. The MIT defense fin-
ishes their season having only given up seven goals in 
matches.

MIT’s offense had many opportunities to score as 
well, especially in the second overtime, but was not able 
to convert any.  They outshot their opponents 19-10, 
and earned seven corners to Babson’s two.

In the shootout, Babson converted the first four of its 
attempts. Lauren R. Hernley ’11 was denied by Babson 
keeper Lisa Wojnar, but Emily Kuo ’13, Alisha D. Lussiez 

’12, and Andrea Y. Park ’13 made the next three attempts 
for MIT to bring the tally to 4-3. Wright saved the fifth 
Babson penalty to keep MIT alive, but the final Engineer 
attempt by Merricka C. Livingstone ’13 bounced off the 
right post.

The loss ends the Engineers’ season, leaving them 
with a 13-3-3 record – a new program best. 

On the men’s side, MIT faced Wheaton College in 
their conference semifinal. Similar to the women’s team, 
they faced their opponents in their last regular-season 
match the previous weekend, playing them to a 1-1 tie 
after two overtimes. This time, however, the Engineers 
fell 2-1.

Neither team could find the net in the first half, and 
the game remained scoreless until the 56th minute.  On 
an MIT corner kick, Wheaton committed a foul in the 
box to give the Engineers a penalty. Jonathan K. Tebes 
’14 converted the attempt to give MIT a 1-0 lead. 

The lead was short-lived, as Josh Solomon of Wheaton 
evened the score less than six minutes later, putting his 
own rebound past keeper Dylan S. Rankin ‘12. 

In the 84th minute, Wheaton scored again to take the 
lead, 2-1.

The Engineers would mount a counterattack in 
the closing minutes, but were unable to get past the 
Wheaton defense. 

Rankin made eight saves in the losing effort, as 
Wheaton outshot MIT 20-15. MIT led Wheaton in cor-
ners, however, 6-2.

The loss snaps the Engineers’ eleven-game unde-
feated streak. MIT finishes its season 10-3-2. 

Engineers miss the goal in 
NEWMAC soccer playoffs
Both men’s and women’s teams knocked out in semifinals


