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IN ShOrt
Gonzalo Guillen, age 22, the sus-
pect said to have stabbed his fellow 
Anna’s Taqueria employee outside 
the Student Center on Wednesday, 
Oct. 20, was taken into custody late 
Friday morning in East Boston. 

Three students were expelled  in 
2008–09, possibly a record for 
MIT. See our Committee on Dis-
cipline charts, p.15. 

The deadline for UROP proposals 
for the fall term is Thursday, Oct. 28, 

at 5 p.m. 

Russo’s Produce Market has 
moved to its winter location on 
the first floor of the Stata Center. It 
runs on Tuesdays, noon–6 p.m.

The Tech distributed a survey 
about the political views of MIT 
students on Monday afternoon.  
Please respond by 11:59 p.m. 
Thursday. Results will be released 
in our election day issue, Nov. 2.

Send news information and tips 
to news@tech.mit.edu.

tUe: 69°f | 61°f

Partly cloudy

WeD: 71°f | 53°f

Showers likely

thU: 68°f | 49°f

Mostly cloudy

The Tech’S WOrlD 
SerIeS pICkS
The staff didn’t see the 
Giants coming� Now 
they’re split on whether 
the team will go all the 
way� SPO, p. 16

ROcK BAND 3 IS here
Hold on to your plastic 
faux-struments — the latest 
installment Rock Band 
franchise adds a keytar 
and a “pro” mode for more 
finger-busting hijinx� CL, p. 8

abOrtION aND the State
Is abortion immoral? And if so, does that 
mean it should be illegal?� OPN, p. 5

G@aMIt baCkS “It GetS better”
Leaders of LGBT at MIT speak out about 
the project, and the community� OPN, p. 4

Steal My COMIC
In which you get what  
you paid for� FUN, p. 9

By Colleen Loynachan

MIT’s four varsity crew squads 
rowed competitively in this week-
end’s 46th Annual Head of the 
Charles Regatta. The four squads 
— the men’s lightweight, women’s 
lightweight, women’s openweight, 
and men’s heavyweight teams — 
all bested last year’s performanc-
es.

The men’s lightweight team 
placed 12th of 21 teams; the wom-
en’s lightweight teams placed 8th 

of 12 teams. MIT’s men’s open-
weight team placed 31st out of 35, 
while the women’s openweight 
team placed 24th out of 30.

The Head of the Charles is the 
world’s largest two-day rowing 
event, attracting over 8,000 ath-
letes and a quarter million specta-
tors.

Varsity heavyweight men’s 
coach and Director of Rowing Tony 
E. Kilbridge said the conditions for 
this weekend’s regatta were ideal. 
Kilbridge said that last year rowers 

“under performed” due to difficult 
weather conditions, including per-
sistent rain and a snowstorm. This 
year, the rain had subsided and the 
water calmed before the cham-
pionship and lightweight teams 
rowed in the premier events of the 
weekend Sunday afternoon.

Kilbridge said the major chal-
lenge of the race is its length. 
Whereas normal races are 2 km or 
6 km, the Head of the Charles is 3.2 

Sarang KulKarni—The Tech

Dr. John Holdren ’65, adviser to President Barack Obama for 
Science and Technology and Director of the White House Office 
of Science and Technology Policy, delivers the 2010 David J� Rose 
Lecture in Nuclear Technology, titled “The Energy / Climate-Change 
Challenge and the Role of Nuclear Energy in Meeting It�”

greg STeinbrecher—The Tech

Man-Yan Lam ’11 guides the MIT women’s lightweight team down the Charles during the Head of the 
Charles regatta on Sunday� “Every time we passed under a bridge, there would be spectators yelling encour-
aging words to motivate us,” said lightweight rower Lizzy Wei ’12� 

MIT rows in Head of the Charles
Men’s and women’s teams top last year’s performances

By Aparna Sud

In an effort to strengthen their 
relationship with students, the 
Deans are hosting several new 
events during the year, including 
monthly “Dinners with Dialogue” 
for graduate students and “Cook-
ies with Conversation” for under-
graduates.

Invitations to these events are 
randomly sent to 20-60 undergrad-
uates and 30-40 graduate students, 
and events last between an hour 
and ninety minutes.

“Students seem delighted to 
receive an invitation and very 
pleased at the opportunity,” said 
Tom Gearty, Director of Commu-
nications for the Dean for Student 
Life, based on reading RSVPs to the 
first of these events. 

“The feedback is overwhelm-
ingly positive.” Anna Klein, Com-
munications Manager for the Of-
fice of the Dean for Undergraduate 
Education, said these happenings 
allow students to interact with ad-
ministrators in a casual setting and 
allow deans to come across as more 
personable.

Students are also given the op-
portunity to ask and submit discus-
sion questions prior to the event. 
Questions have ranged from ideas 
(e.g. “Would be possible for MIT to 
have some kind of home econom-
ics class?”) to abstract discussion 
questions (e.g. “How will the in-
crease in size of the student body 
impact student life?”). 

In addition, students can sub-
mit concerns or questions online 
via comment boxes on the three 
deans’ newly changed web pages. 
Responses can be anonymous, al-
though most students choose to 
reveal their information so they can 
receive digital follow up from the 
deans. 

“Comments come from both in-
side and out the Institute,” Heather 
Fry, Communications Officer for the 
Dean for Graduate Education, said. 
“The comment boxes are meant to 
be a casual low-threshold channel.” 
The adminstration is also looking 
at other ways to enhance student 
input. According to Fry, they are 
looking at ways to increase student 

Deans plan to build 
bonds over dinners
Monthly sessions with students aim 
to give students a chance to speak

By Margaret Cunniff
STaff reporTer

On Family Weekend, freshmen, 
their families, and alumni came 
together for a meet-and-greet over 
dessert, the first official Class Con-
nections event. Muise estimates 
that there were about ten alumni at 
the event.

Class Connections is a new pro-
gram that aims to partner the fresh-
man class with alumni who will be 
celebrating milestone reunions in 
the year of their graduation. This 
year, freshmen are partnered with 

the Class of 1989 and the Class of 
1964, who will be having their 25th 
and 50th renunions in 2014. The 
idea is to foster communication be-
tween the three classes for the four 
years the Class of 2014 is at MIT. 

The program was first announced 
to the Class of 2014 at Convocation, 
when President Susan J. Hockfield 
addressed the incoming students. 

At the event two weeks ago, the 
large number of parents caused 
some confusion — many freshmen 
were not able to tell the alumni from 
the parents. 

Many other freshmen did not 

think the event was relevant to 
them, so they did not attend. “It 
didn’t seem interesting,” said Emily 
L. Hupf ’14. “It seemed like it would 
be more a business-like meeting…
rather than learning about life at 
MIT.”

Despite the snags, Daesun Yim 
’14, the 2014 Class Council presi-
dent said the event was mostly a 
success. “We learned a lot about 
planning future events,” he said. 

The program is intended to 
benefit both students and alumni, 

Freshmen, meet your alumni pals
Class Connections program hopes to strengthen ties across class years

Communication, Page 6

Colombo, Next House 
freshman meet on dining

On Sunday, Andres A. Romero ’14, the organizer 
of the Next House Dining Petition that led to the 
UA’s unanimous bill urging intervention in the din-
ing process, met with Dean for Student Life Chris 
Colombo. 

According to Romero, at the meeting:
Colombo said that if the students in Next House •	

do not like the dining plan, they should get on the 
waiting list to move to another dormitory. Colombo 
is aware there may be changes to house culture as a 
result of this, though they may be hard to quantify.

Colombo said that the House Dining Advisory •	
Group (HDAG) believes most students want break-
fast.

Colombo said that HDAG will proceed with the •	

RFP (Request for Proposal) process.
Though his spokesman, Tom Gearty, Colombo 

questioned Romero’s account of the meeting, say-
ing Romero did not portray the meeting accurate-
ly. 

Gearty said that Colombo did not direct stu-
dents to join the waitlist, rather that those direc-
tions came from students who were present.

Ellen B. McIsaac ’12, Anne M. T. Juan ’12, 
and Bette M. Colombo were present at the meet-
ing. McIsaac confirmed Romero’s above bulleted 
points.

Romero also claimed that Colombo said that 
MIT would either go ahead with the new HDAG 
plan, or stop all house dining altogether.

Gearty said that was “not an accurate portrayal 
of the meeting,” and Juan and McIsaac agreed.

Juan and McIssac are members of HDAG. 
McIsaac is the president of Next House.

 — John a. hawkinson

HOTC, Page 7

Connections, Page 11
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extended Forecast
today: Slight chance of showers in the morning. Other-

wise partly cloudy. High 69°F (21°C). South winds 10-15 
mph.

tonight: Cloudy. 40% chance of showers overnight. Low 
61°F (16°C). South winds around 10 mph.

tomorrow: Cloudy. Showers likely. High near 71°F (22°C). 
Southwest wind 10-20 mph, gusting to 30 mph.

thursday: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the upper 60s°F. Lows 
in the lower 50s°F.

By roman Kowch
STAFF METEorologiST

The northern Midwest 
states are in the direct path of 
a rapidly strengthening low 
pressure system. Winds over 50 
mph, rain, and thunderstorms 
will be likely from the Dakotas 
to the Great Lakes. 

Unfortunately, quite a bit 
of property damage will result 
from the unusually high pres-
sure gradient of this storm. 

Although the storm may seem 
far away from us, its southern 
edge will push a cooler air 
mass and precipitation across 
the eastern U.S. throughout 
this week. 

A cold front will be lead-
ing this change in weather and 
will reach us by Wednesday. 
For today, the weather will be 
warmer than the past two days, 
but cloudy skies and chances 
for rain will continue through 
the work week.

Midwest prepares for 
strong storm system

Loan modifications to prevent 
foreclosure have uneven record

As banks, borrowers and regulators battle over how much 
faulty documentation by lenders should impede foreclosures, 
fresh evidence came Monday that the housing market remained 
very wobbly.

Only 28,000 defaulting borrowers received permanent loan 
modifications in September, the Treasury Department said. 
That was the lowest number since last fall when the program 
to help struggling homeowners stay in their homes was getting 
started.

Home sales continued to fall sharply from 2009 levels and 
prices started to drop again after a period of equilibrium, ac-
cording to separate reports from the National Association of Re-
altors and CoreLogic, a housing data company.

The three sets of monthly data indicate a period of contin-
ued stress for the housing market, which in recent weeks has 
also had to contend with the short-term effects of a freeze on 
foreclosures. 

—David Streitfeld and Binyamin Appelbaum, The New York Times 

Security concerns vex China 
Telecom’s push into U.S.

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — This spring, an executive from a Chi-
nese telecommunications equipment company made an intrigu-
ing job offer to a Silicon Valley software engineer. The Chinese 
company, Huawei Technologies, wanted to get into the booming 
market for Internet-based computing, and it had just moved its 
U.S. headquarters here to capture some of the best talent.

In the span of a decade, Huawei has gone from imitating oth-
ers’ products to taking on international rivals with its own in-
novative computing and communications gear. But Huawei has 
largely been locked out of the United States — until now.

Sprint Nextel, the nation’s third-largest wireless carrier, is pre-
paring to make a decision on buying $3 billion in advanced wire-
less equipment, and Huawei is considered to be a front-runner 
for the deal.

Huawei is one of many Chinese companies that are pushing 
into more sophisticated and lucrative businesses. But security 
concerns make telecommunications a particularly delicate in-
dustry in this country, and even the hint of a Huawei deal with 
Sprint has generated worries in Washington.

—John Markoff and David Barboza, The New York Times 

A battle over filming ‘The 
Hobbit’ in New Zealand

LOS ANGELES — New Zealand’s feisty film workers have tak-
en to the streets this week to try to keep Peter Jackson’s produc-
tion of “The Hobbit” in their country, nudging the prime minister, 
John Key, toward a Tuesday meeting with a visiting contingent of 
Warner Bros. executives.

Filming had been threatened by a dispute over whether a New 
Zealand branch of an Australian union could engage in collective 
bargaining on their Hollywood films, which they have not been 
able to do in the past.

As of Tuesday afternoon in Wellington — the New Zealand 
capital and the center of a growing movie industry sometimes 
called Wellywood — the matter was unsettled. But it was clear 
that Jackson’s furry little film creatures were not going anywhere 
without a fight.

At least a half-dozen executives from Warner and its New Line 
Cinema unit, led by Kevin Tsujihara, a member of Warner’s office 
of the president, arrived in New Zealand early Tuesday for late-
day meetings with Key and other government officials. The War-
ner team is expected to decide within the week whether the films 
stay in New Zealand or move elsewhere.

—Michael Cieply, The New York Times

By dexter Filkins  
and alissa J. rubin

ThE NEw York TiMES 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai acknowledged 
Monday that he regularly receives 
bags of cash from the Iranian gov-
ernment in payments amounting 
to millions of dollars, as evidence 
mounted of a worsening rift be-
tween his government and its U.S. 
and NATO supporters.

During a rambling and often 
hostile news conference, Karzai 
also accused the United States of 
financing the “killing” of Afghans 
by paying private security contrac-
tors to guard buildings and convoys 
in Afghanistan. He has declined to 
postpone a December deadline he 
set for ending the use of private se-
curity forces despite urgent pleas 
from Western organizations, in-
cluding charities, that need protec-
tion here.

His statements were the latest 
indication that U.S. relations with 
Karzai were badly frayed, despite 
intensive diplomatic efforts to 
mend ties and improve governance 
in Afghanistan. The tensions threat-
en to undermine President Barack 
Obama’s goal of handing responsi-
bility for the war against the Taliban 
to Karzai and the Afghan military, 
allowing the United States to begin 
withdrawing troops next year.

“They do give us bags of money 
— yes, yes, it is done,” Karzai said, 
responding to questions about a 
report in The New York Times on 
Sunday that Iran sends regular cash 
payments to his chief of staff, Umar 
Daudzai. “We are grateful to the Ira-
nians for this.”

“Patriotism has a price,” he said.
Afghan and Western officials 

said the Iranian payments were in-
tended to drive a wedge between 
Karzai and the United States and 
NATO.

On Sunday, Karzai held a vola-
tile meeting with the NATO com-
mander, Gen. David H. Petraeus, 
as well as other senior Afghan and 
Western officials. Karzai stormed 
out of the session, saying that he did 
not need the West’s help, according 
to people knowledgeable about the 
confrontation.

At the news conference, Karzai 
lashed out at the U.S. military, im-
plying that U.S. officials had leaked 
information about Iranian pay-
ments to The Times because of dis-
agreements over the private secu-
rity companies.

The private security companies, 
many of which are paid for by the 
United States, are spreading chaos 
and unjustly killing Afghan civil-
ians, Karzai said.

“The money dealing with the 
private security companies starts 
in the hallways of the U.S. govern-
ment,” Karzai said. “Then they send 
the money for killing here.”

Afghan president Karzai confirms 
that Iran gives ‘bags of money’

By Mark landler  
and Sewell Chan

ThE NEw York TiMES 

WASHINGTON — The Obama 
administration, facing a vexing re-
lationship with China on exchange 
rates, trade and security issues, is 
stiffening its approach toward Bei-
jing, seeking allies to confront a 
newly assertive power that officials 
now say has little intention of work-
ing with the United States.

In a shift from its assiduous 
one-on-one courtship of Beijing, 
the administration is trying to line 
up coalitions — among China’s 
next-door neighbors and far-flung 
trading partners — to present Chi-
nese leaders with a unified front on 
thorny issues like the currency and 
their country’s territorial claims in 
the South China Sea.

The advantages and limitations 
of this new approach were on dis-
play during the weekend at a meet-
ing of the world’s largest econo-
mies in South Korea. The United 
States won support for a concrete 
pledge to reduce trade imbalances, 
a stance that will put more pressure 

on China to allow its currency to 
rise in value.

But Germany, Italy and Russia 
balked at a U.S. proposal to place 
numerical limits on these imbal-
ances, a step that would have fur-
ther isolated Beijing. That left the 
Treasury secretary, Timothy F. 
Geithner, to make an unscheduled 
stop in China on his way home from 
South Korea to discuss the deepen-
ing tensions over exchange rates 
with a top Chinese finance official.

Administration officials speak of 
an alarming loss of trust and confi-
dence between China and the Unit-
ed States over the past two years, 
forcing them to scale back hopes of 
working with the Chinese on ma-
jor challenges like climate change, 
nuclear nonproliferation and a new 
global economic order.

The latest source of tension is 
over reports that China is withhold-
ing shipments of rare-earth miner-
als, which the United States uses 
to make advanced equipment like 
guided missiles. Administration of-
ficials, clearly worried, said they did 
not know whether Beijing’s motiva-
tion was strategic or economic.

“This administration came in 
with one dominant idea: make Chi-
na a global partner in facing global 
challenges,” said David Sham-
baugh, director of the China policy 
program at George Washington 
University. “China failed to step up 
and play that role. Now, they realize 
they’re dealing with an increasingly 
narrow-minded, self-interested, 
truculent, hyper-nationalist and 
powerful country.”

To counter what some officials 
view as a surge of Chinese trium-
phalism, the United States is rein-
vigorating cold war alliances with 
Japan and South Korea and shoring 
up its presence elsewhere in Asia. 
This week, Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton will visit Vietnam 
for the second time in four months, 
to attend an East Asian summit 
meeting likely to be dominated by 
the China questions. Next month, 
President Barack Obama plans to 
tour four major Asian democra-
cies — Japan, Indonesia, India and 
South Korea — while bypassing 
China. Obama has already been to 
Beijing once, and his visit to Indo-
nesia has long been delayed.

Obama administration lining 
up allies to pressure China
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By John M. Broder
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — The federal 
government announced the first na-
tional emissions and fuel economy 
standards for heavy vehicles Mon-
day, one of a series of regulatory 
steps that the Obama administration 
is taking to increase energy efficiency 
and reduce atmospheric pollution in 
the absence of congressional action 
on climate change.

The administration also an-
nounced approval of a major solar 
power installation on public land in 
the California desert, a step toward 
weaning the nation from depen-
dence on fossil fuels. Together they 
represent what President Barack 
Obama has called a more “bite-size” 
approach to global warming that he 
intends to pursue while efforts to 
pass comprehensive legislation are 
stalled.

The mileage proposal, which 
is scheduled to become final next 

year after a period of public com-
ment, will apply to tractor-trailers, 
buses, delivery vans, heavy pickup 
trucks, cement mixers and many 
other classes of vehicles. It will cover 
new vehicles manufactured between 
2014 and 2018.

The proposed policy would apply 
different standards to different ve-
hicles, based on weight and intend-
ed use. For example, over-the-road 
tractor-trailers would be required 
to achieve a 20 percent reduction in 
fuel consumption and carbon diox-
ide emissions by 2018. Heavy-duty 
pickups and vans would be subject 
to different gasoline and diesel fuel 
standards, with reductions ranging 
from 10 percent to 15 percent. Other 
work trucks would have to reduce 
fuel consumption and greenhouse 
gas emissions 10 percent by 2018.

Lisa P. Jackson, administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, said the new standards were an 
extension of the mileage and emis-
sions rules that the administration 

had adopted for passenger cars and 
light trucks. She said that lower fuel 
costs for truckers would more than 
cover the costs of the technology 
used to meet the new standards and 
would create jobs in truck manufac-
turing and related industries.

The standards proposed by the 
administration, after extensive con-
sultation with manufacturers and 
trucking companies and a detailed 
review by the White House Office of 
Management and Budget, are signif-
icantly less ambitious to keep costs 
manageable, officials said.

The American Trucking Asso-
ciations praised the administration’s 
approach, saying that allowing man-
ufacturers and truck users to find 
ways to meet defined new mileage 
standards was preferable to impos-
ing a fuel tax or a broad program for 
reducing carbon dioxide emissions 
on the entire transportation sector. 
The group said it was withholding 
more detailed comment until it stud-
ied the proposed regulations.

New U.S. emissions and fuel economy 
standards take aim at heavy vehicles

By Michael Barbaro  
and Elizabeth a. Harris

The New York Times 

NEW YORK — Carl Paladino has 
recruited his wife to hit the cam-
paign trail and has put his daughter 
in a new commercial urging voters 
to “get to know my dad.” At the same 
time, Andrew Cuomo has rolled out 
an advertisement touching on abor-
tion and has ferried his daughters 
across New York state in an RV on a 
political tour.

In the race for New York gover-
nor, women are suddenly popping 
up everywhere — everywhere, that 
is, except inside the campaigns’ in-
ner circles.

Even as Paladino, the Republican, 
and Cuomo, the Democrat, embrace 
women’s causes, they rely on strik-
ingly few women as key advisers.

Neither selected a woman as his 
running mate or campaign manager, 
and the top ranks of their political 
operations are conspicuously domi-
nated by men.

The scarcity stands out in a state 
where the modern women’s rights 
movement was born and where fe-
male voters play a crucial, and at 
times decisive, role in elections.

And it has contributed, analysts 
and academics said, to a testoster-
one-infused race with an unusual 
emphasis on manhood, and it has al-
lowed for cringe-inducing moments 
of locker-room language.

Paladino is known to call the 
female reporters who cover him 
“honey,” and after TV personality Joy 
Behar tore into him on the ABC show 
“The View,” his campaign manager, 
Michael Caputo, suggested she was 
“suffering from a sudden hot flash.”

“It’s too bad,” Ruth Messinger, 
the former Manhattan borough 
president and a one-time candidate 
for mayor of New York City, said of 
the shortage of women on the cam-
paigns. “And I’m not surprised it 
leads to problematic situations.

“There are issues that are particu-
larly on the minds of women,” she 
added, “and there’s perspective in 

messaging that women do bring to a 
campaign staff.”

Some of the advisers on whom 
Cuomo relies most heavily are men 
he has known for years, either from 
the campaign of his father, former 
Gov. Mario Cuomo, or from the at-
torney general’s office staff. They 
include Joseph Percoco, campaign 
manager; Benjamin Lawsky, deputy 
counselor and special assistant in 
the attorney general’s office; Steven 
M. Cohen, counselor and chief of 
staff in the attorney general’s office; 
and Andrew Zambelli, a former aide 
to Mario Cuomo who handles the 
campaign’s polling.

Paladino calls upon Caputo, who 
is a spokesman in addition to cam-
paign manager; Nick Sinatra, an 
adviser; and John F. Haggerty Jr., a 
former political operative for Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg.

Aides for both candidates say 
women play a major role in their 
campaigns and caution that little 
should be read into the composition 
of their senior political staff.

Few women take top positions in 
New York governor’s campaign

By Jackie Calmes
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — A midterm 
campaign that has turned heavily 
on the issue of the mounting fed-
eral debt is likely to yield a govern-
ment even more split over what to 
do about it, people in both parties 
say, with diminished Democrats 
and reinforced Republicans con-
fronting internal divisions even as 
they dig in against the other side.

In the weeks after the Nov. 2 
elections, the White House and 
a lame-duck Congress will face 
immediate decisions testing the 
balance of power — on extending 
the Bush-era tax rates, approving 
overdue spending bills to keep the 
government operating and, pos-
sibly, debating the recommenda-
tions that President Barack Obama 
has directed a bipartisan debt-
reduction commission to offer by 
December.

The report of the 18-member 
commission, which includes a 
dozen senior members of Con-
gress, six from each party, will help 
determine whether a bipartisan 

consensus exists to deal with the 
unsustainable combination of fast-
growing entitlement programs like 
Social Security and Medicare and 
inadequate tax revenues.

The group has delayed making 
decisions until after the election, 
to avoid leaks that would become 
campaign fodder, but even some of 
its members doubt they can mus-
ter the 14 votes needed to send a 
package to Congress for a vote; at 
best they hope options left on the 
table, or agreed to by the chair-
men — Erskine B. Bowles, a White 
House chief of staff to President 
Bill Clinton, and Alan K. Simp-
son, the former Republican Senate 
leader from Wyoming — will find 
support in the spending-and-tax 
debates.

In interviews, a number of 
Democrats and Republicans 
agreed on one thing: For all the 
pre-election talk that a divided 
government could force the par-
ties to work together, especially on 
cutting annual deficits, the oppo-
site could just as well be true.

Democrats are certain to lose a 
number of seats and perhaps their 

majorities; most of the casualties 
will be fiscally conservative Demo-
crats from Republican-leaning ar-
eas. That will leave a smaller, more 
solidly liberal caucus less inclined 
to support cost-saving changes in 
future Social Security benefits, for 
example.

Republicans’ ranks will almost 
certainly be strengthened by a 
wave of conservatives, including 
Tea Party loyalists, who are op-
posed to raising any taxes and to 
compromising with Democrats 
generally — a stand that congres-
sional Republican leaders have 
adopted. And incumbents other-
wise inclined to make deals are 
now wary, 

Republicans say privately, 
mindful of colleagues who lost 
primary challenges from Tea Party 
candidates.

Both parties also face internal 
rifts that could hinder any grand 
bargain to reduce the annual defi-
cits adding to the accumulated 
debt, which by decade’s end will 
reach economically dangerous 
levels as more retirees claim Medi-
care and Social Security.

Political divide on deficit likely 
to grow after midterm election

Democrats focus on getting the 
vote out

MAPLE HEIGHTS, Ohio — Democrats have tried improving the 
political climate, discrediting their Republican opponents and ask-
ing Americans for patience in tackling the nation’s challenges, but the 
party’s best hope of stemming deep losses on Election Day may now 
rest on loyalty and logistics, not persuasion.

The final seven days of the campaign provide the biggest test yet 
for the enduring strength of President Barack Obama’s network of 
supporters, which party leaders are relying on to build a critical fire-
wall in races for Congress and governor. Republicans hold an array 
of advantages with the electorate, but Democrats believe their voter 
turnout operation is one key equalizer.

As Republican candidates and their allies rely more on televi-
sion advertising to rally their core voters, Democrats are deploying 
a presidential-style effort to awaken supporters and ensure they cast 
a ballot. The get-out-the-vote program by Democrats and their allies 
will not save all of their endangered candidates, but organizers hope 
it can help offset excitement among Republican voters, particularly in 
Ohio, where early voting has been under way since Sept. 28.

For all the talk about how Obama has been an anchor on Demo-
cratic candidates — Rep. Gene Taylor of Mississippi, locked in the 
toughest race of his career, declared over the weekend that he voted 
for Sen. John McCain for president — there are other places where 
the president is seen as the last best hope of salvaging his party’s ma-
jority.

—Jeff Zeleny, The New York Times

Buying bonds, investors  
bet on inflation

At a time when savers complain that they are earning almost no 
interest from their bank accounts, some investors Monday bought 
U.S. government bonds that effectively had negative interest.

In an auction of a special kind of five-year Treasury bond, inves-
tors paid $105.50 for every $100 of bonds the government sold — 
agreeing to pay the government for the privilege of lending it money.

The reason: These types of bonds offer a guaranteed protection 
against inflation. So, if inflation soars — as some economists worry 
might happen, with the government seeking to give the economy a 
boost by flooding it with money — the value of the bonds would go 
up accordingly.

The investors who took part in the $10 billion auction are betting 
that inflation, now at about 1 percent annually, will rise to a level that 
more than compensates for the premium they paid.

The unusual auction on Monday “reflects a condition in the Trea-
sury market that has been in place for months, chiefly that yields on 
shorter maturities have moved below the inflation rate,” Anthony 
Crescenzi, a senior vice president at the bond giant Pimco, wrote in 
a research note.

—Christine Hauser, The New York Times 

At cholera epicenter, fear, 
misery, and hope

ST.-MARC, Haiti — Inside the courtyard of St. Nicholas Hospital, 
beyond the gate with the handwritten sign stating “Diarrhea Emer-
gency Only,” lies a grim but unusually orderly scene at the epicenter 
of this country’s unexpected cholera epidemic.

Scores of children and adults are doubled over or stretched out 
on every available surface, racked by convulsive stomach disorder 
or limp with dehydration. Buckets sit by their sides, intravenous so-
lutions drip into their arms. Life hangs in the balance, yet there is a 
sober, almost eerie calm.

Treatment is rescuing more than 90 percent of those who get to a 
clinic, and that is why health officials concentrated Monday on bol-
stering local hospitals and erecting cholera centers throughout the 
Artibonite region. This is, for the moment, the area of high infection 
where the bacteria must be aggressively attacked before it spreads.

International health officials stressed that the pattern of the out-
break was almost impossible to predict. But Monday was a relatively 
good day: Only six cholera deaths were registered in a 24-hour period 
after more than 200 died of the acute bacterial infection in the first 
few days of the epidemic. The known death toll now stands at 253, 
with more than 3,000 cases, all but 450 or so in the Artibonite area.

—Deborah Sontag, The New York Times 

Navajos look to move away from 
coal in favor of sun and wind

BLUE GAP, Ariz. — For decades, coal has been an economic life-
line for the Navajos, even as mining and power plant emissions dulled 
the blue skies and sullied the waters of their sprawling reservation.

But today there are stirrings of rebellion. Seeking to reverse years 
of environmental degradation and return to their traditional values, 
many Navajos are calling for a future built instead on solar farms, eco-
tourism and microbusinesses.

“At some point we have to wean ourselves,” Earl Tulley, a Navajo 
housing official, said of coal as he sat on the dirt floor of his family’s 
hogan, a traditional circular dwelling.

Tulley, who is running for vice president of the Navajo Nation in 
the Nov. 2 election, represents a growing movement among Navajos 
that embraces environmental healing and greater reliance on the 
sun and wind, abundant resources on a 17-million-acre reservation 
spanning Arizona, New Mexico and Utah.

At the grass-roots level, the internal movement advocating a re-
treat from coal is both a reaction to the environmental damage and 
the health consequences of mining — water loss and contamination, 
smog and soot pollution — and a reconsideration of centuries-old 
tenets.

But the shift is also prompted by economic realities. Tribal leaders 
say the Navajo Nation’s income from coal has dwindled 15 percent to 
20 percent in recent years as federal and state pollution regulations 
have imposed costly restrictions and lessened the demand for min-
ing.

—Mireya Navarro, The New York Times
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the editorial board, which consists of Chairman 
Steve Howland, Editor in Chief Jeff Guo, Managing Editor David 
M. Templeton, Executive Editor Natasha Plotkin, Opinion 
Editors Joseph Maurer and Ethan Solomon, Contributing Editor 
Michael McGraw-Herdeg, and Advisory Board member Andrew 
T. Lukmann.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board members 
choosing to publish their disagreement with the editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are 
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, 
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions 
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. 
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech, 
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions are 
due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters will 

not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or condense 
letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. Once 
submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and will not 
be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also be posted 
on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published in any other 
format or medium now known or later that becomes known. The 
Tech makes no commitment to publish all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. E-mail is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by e-mailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send press 
releases, requests for coverage, and information about errors 
that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to the 
editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech can be 
found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.

A story on Friday, October 15 about the MIT-Greater China Strategy Working group 
misstated the name of the founder of Sohu.com. He is Charles Zhang PhD ’93, not Zhu.
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By Judith “Cal” Vasquez  
and Joubert Glover

As president and vice-president of G@
MIT (GLBT at MIT, a student group at MIT 
devoted to creating a queer-positive envi-
ronment), we thought it would be impor-
tant for us to contextualize and point out 
a few concerns to Michael Veldman’s ’14 
opinion piece published on October 19.

We agree with James M. Long’s criticism 
of Veldman’s opinion (published October 
22), and would like to articulate a few addi-
tional concerns from the perspective of the 
LGBT community at MIT.

We take issue with the fact that Veld-
man’s article speaks for a number of mem-
bers of the LGBT community in a way that 
isn’t necessarily true. Those who make “It 
Gets Better” videos are often trying to an-
swer a simple question posed by the cam-
paign — if you could go back to give your 
teenage self a message, what would it be? 

For some, this is a stoic and harsh mes-
sage about the depression and isolation 
felt by many LGBT youth. For others, it’s an 
uplifting message, saying that while it may 
be impossible to imagine a happy life when 
you are alone and being harassed, you have 
the possibility of being happy once you 
leave the toxic and often homophobic mid-

dle and high school environment. Who are 
we to discredit these individuals’ message 
because it does not fit into our conceptions 
of what a depressed person does or does 
not want to hear? Those who are making 
the “It Gets Better” video were there, and it 
devalues their experiences and their ability 
to send out a powerful message to criticize 
it as “hollow...and cruel” because it is not 
the message that we ourselves would give.

We further criticize The Tech for choos-
ing to print an overly negative and border-
ing on nihilistic opinion piece instead of 
an article that had the power to make a 
positive impact. The week before the 19th’s 
issue of The Tech was Coming Out Week, 
during which LGBT at MIT and G@MIT put 
on eight events over the course of the week. 
These had a positive impact and a large 
turnout, and to not cover these events with 
a full article, despite being aware of their 

occurrence, is to ignore an important as-
pect of MIT’s community. We believe that 
the message of tolerance at MIT that cover-
age of Coming Out Week would have pre-
sented would have been a much better use 
of space than Veldman’s criticism. 

We are concerned that the most cover-
age the LGBT community has gotten in an 
extended period of time was about a cam-
paign that was not directly germane to the 
LGBT community at MIT. The last broad-
scale coverage that the LGBT community re-
ceived, which we determined from search-
ing through The Tech’s archives, reported 
on homophobic threats the Sloan LGBT 
student group received through e-mails in 
2008. To truly reflect the MIT community 
as a whole, The Tech’s coverage should also 
focus on the positive measures and suc-
cesses of the LGBT community, such as the 
recent rise in attendance at LGBT events, 
the thriving first-year LGBT student group 
and Coming Out Week. 

Judith “cal” vasquez ’12 and Joubert X. 
glover ’11 are vice-President and President 
of g@miT, respectively. The videos refer-
enced in this column can be found on the 
g@miT webpage at http://web.mit.edu/
gamit/www/. if you would like to partici-
pate in miT’s ‘it gets Better’ video, e-mail 
gamit-admin@mit.edu.

A comprehensive look at the  
‘It Gets Better’ campaign
‘It Gets Better’ provides an uplifting message for many

The Tech’s coverage 
should also focus on the 
positive measures and 
successes of the LGBT 
community…

CORRECTIONS
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By Keith Yost
Staff columniSt

I don’t like writing about social issues. In 
part, this is because they seem so insignifi-
cant. Why should I care about the passage 
or overturning of Prop 8 (a gay marriage ban 
in California) when that state already offers 
domestic partnerships that provide all the 
same rights as marriage? Does it really mat-
ter whether a violent criminal spends his 
entire life behind bars or is put to death? 
How can the issue of marijuana legalization 
rate more highly in anyone’s mind when So-
cial Security is insolvent?

For the most part though, I don’t like 
writing about social issues for one reason: 
They make me uncomfortable. Policy ques-
tions in economics, technology, or foreign 
affairs are primarily debates over the nature 
of an objective realty. These are issues on 
which empirical evidence has something to 
say, where value judgments alone are insuf-
ficient to guide a responsible policy maker. 
But social issues are almost entirely ques-
tions of values. Conversations about social 
policy very quickly devolve into intractable 
differences and eristical arguments — 
they’re divisive, not deliberative.

If there is a silver cloud to the recession, 
it is the disappearance of social issues from 
public discourse. The attention of the na-
tion has been on bailouts, fiscal stimulus, 
and health care, and as the midterms near, 
the wedge issues that practically defined 
past elections are conspicuously absent.

This peace will not last. Some issues, 
like gay marriage, are already working their 
way through our court system, ticking time 
bombs placed under the support beams of 
the GOP’s new fusionist political tent. Oth-
ers, like “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and the 
“Ground Zero” mosque, are going to be 
brought out by politicians to be used as cud-
gels against the other side.

If social issues are an inevitable feature 
of political life, then people like me have two 
options. The first is to live as Elena Kagan 

has, and fastidiously avoid making any pub-
lic judgment on such matters, in the hope of 
avoiding them until such time as I’ve been 
given lifetime tenure in some position. The 
second is to confront social issues head on, 
explain my views clearly and honestly, and 
let the chips fall where they may.

I’ve chosen the latter. And so, I give to 
you, Keith Yost’s answers to questions about 
abortion.

Is an embryo human life?
If human life is a yes/no binary sort of 

thing, then it’s fair to say that life begins at 
conception. After all, if a 21-year old is hu-
man life, and walking backwards we find 
no bright line to mark the transition point 
between non-life and life, or humanity and 
non-humanity, then it stands to reason that 
an embryo is life just as I am.

Personally, I like to think of life as a 
fuzzier sort of thing and say that an em-
bryo (or, for that matter, a coma patient) is 
human life only insofar as it has a chance 
of reaching cognizant adulthood. Thus, if 
an embryo only has a 50 percent chance of 
reaching maturity — and we chose to ignore 
the significant resource costs involved with 
converting an embryo into a mature human 
being — we should be willing to trade two 
embryos for a single 21-year old.

But what are its rights?
The important question is not whether 

an embryo or fetus is human life. The im-
portant question is whether we choose to 
assign it human rights, and to what degree. 
After all, we do not automatically grant 
rights to all forms of human life — most 
rights are reserved until the age of majority, 
and some are taken away under various cir-
cumstances.

I consider rights to be inexorably tied to 
cognitive function. In order to enjoy the lib-
erty to make ones own decisions, you first 
need the mental capacity to rationally make 
those decisions for yourself. For this reason, 
we deny rights to children and the mentally 

incapacitated. An embryo, by this reckoning, 
should have very little in the way of rights.

At the same time, the right to life is the 
most basic of human rights. We are loathe 
to take it away from anyone — a 6-month 
old child, even if it has fewer mental func-
tions than an adult dog, still enjoys a level 
of protection in society that exceeds that of 
the animal. I’m inclined to believe that an 
embryo does indeed have a right to life.

However, does an embryo’s right to 
life trump a mother’s liberty?

Rights are constantly in conflict. There 
is no cardinal ordering of human rights that 
decides when one trumps another. Think 
about the challenge of terrorism: a society 
can respond in many ways to a new terror-
ist threat. It could simply ignore the prob-
lem and accept the increased risk of death 
(cheapening the right to life). It could im-
prove its level of protection by granting the 
police and national security forces great-
er powers to intrude upon citizens lives 
(cheapening the right to liberty). Or, refusing 
to accept either mortal risk or curtailed lib-
erties, it could increase the resources it uses 
to combat terrorism (cheapening, through 
taxation, the right to property). There is no 
right answer. We choose our path through a 
sort of tug of war held between Dick Cheney, 
Anthony Romero, and Grover Norquist.

The Roe v. Wade decision was an un-
principled legal nightmare. Justice Black-
mun made virtually no attempt to link the 
decision to constitutional rights, and placed 
the decision within such an arbitrary legal 
framework that were the decision to be re-
visited today, would almost certainly be 
struck down. But his balancing act, how-
ever arbitrary, exemplified the trade-off 
between rights. As a pregnancy progresses, 
the viability of the fetus increases, which 
strengthens its right to life, and the burden 
upon the mother of carrying the baby to 
term decreases, which weakens her claim 
to liberty.

Blackmun’s formulation of “first two 

trimesters are abortable, third is not” is a 
crude tool, but it captures the problem well: 
Somewhere in those nine months, there is a 
line to be drawn.

Is abortion immoral?
I’m reminded of a series of late night 

commercials by ChildFund International. 
You’ve probably seen them: an actor (usu-
ally Alan Sader) appears with a child from 
a developing country and says that for less 
than a dollar a day, you can save the life of 
a child, this child. As melodramatic as it 
sounds, ChildFund International is actually 
understating its case. For a dollar a day, it 
is probably possible to save as many as ten 
lives. Is it immoral for you or I to not give 
that dollar, knowing the relative good it can 
do? Yes.

As a question of morality, I think of 
abortion in the same way. For 300 calories 
a day, you can save the life of a child. In 
most circumstances, abortion is immoral. 
While pregnancy and birth are not incon-
sequential, their burden upon the mother 
is, in my mind, usually much less than the 
value of the life it creates. A pregnant utili-
tarian should feel personally compelled to 
preserve the human life inside them.

But speaking more practically, 
should abortion be illegal?

Abortion is generally immoral. But it is 
not the job of the state to impose morality 
on its citizens. Granting the state that sort of 
responsibility is to invite disaster — histori-
cally, states are not characterized by their 
morality, but by their depravity. The job of 
the state is to protect the rights of individu-
als, and a fetus’s rights, for at least some pe-
riod after conception, are less than those of 
a mother.

If dictating morality really were the prop-
er sphere of the state, we should force our 
citizens to give money to ChildFund Inter-
national well before we force every woman 
to carry every pregnancy to term. We don’t. 
And we shouldn’t.

Abortion: A question of values
A fetus may have a right to life, but how does the state fit in?

Do you blog?
� e Tech’s Opinion section is starting a blog this semester.  

If you care about politics, international relations, or campus events, but 
don’t have the time to write long-form opinion columns, this is your chance.

We want bloggers to write short entries for two Opinion features:

Things that happen here at MIT 
(dining, student government, dorms, 

fraternities...take your pick!)

And beyond:  We love internationally-themed content!

email us at:
opinion@tech.mit.edu

Things that happen in the U.S. 
political world.  2010 is shaping up to 

be an  exciting year!

2010 Midterm Elections
N CAMPUS
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M I T  C e n t e r  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t u d i e s  |  w e b . m i t . e d u / c i s  |  s t a r r f o r u m @ m i t . e d u  
                   |  F r e e  a n d  O p e n  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  

A  one -man show 
that por trays the 
complexities and 

contradic tions 
inherent in 

Palestinian-Israeli  
identity .

Recently featured at:
The Leeds Jewish Festival 

and the 
El Hakawaty International 

Theater Arts Festival (Vienna)

Written and performed by Ibrahim Miari
http://www.inbetweenplay.com/

Wed, Oct 27, 2010
5:30p - 7:00p

Killian Hall (MIT Bldg14W-111)

Free performance!    Free food!

Co-sponsored by MIT Israel and the Center for International Studies

617-904-7272 
www.papajohnsmit.com 

Open till 3am, 7 days
We accept MIT Tech Cash

Henisi. Pat, cor sum nos doloreet elesseq uatuera esectem doloboreet, con heniscidunt at, quat dolobore diam, veliquisl el ut adip eraesto duis dolor sum ex exeros ea faci ea amcommo lorper adit nullaor at, commy nosto odolenim nostrud et laore feu facidunt alit lutetue modolor accum ea am, quamcon sequat wisl ullam, consequat. Iquat. Ut el iure feugait elit, quis adionsectet ex endre facip er accum zzrit lor sustis aut verit, sed modolor eraessim et dolore duis nisis ad minit in vendrem quatums andigna feuissed enim zzriusci tem nos dipsusto od magniat wismod tat, voluptat. Ut amcon volesequisl iure deliscillam quatetum dolorpe riusto del eriusto core facilit, qui tem nonsenim zzriustrud dolore conse molestrud modolore corpercilla feu faccum quisci blan volut iustrud minim ipsum ad magnibh esequatem qui bla con volor sectem zzrit eum nonum ese dolortisis amconullaore vulla feu feu feu feum duipsus tionsectem erci tet aci endreet lor si.
Magnim do doloreet, conulput wisi ex ex eu facincilit alit iustissed eugue vel dolore vent
Henisi. Pat, cor sum nos doloreet elesseq uatuera esectem doloboreet, con heniscidunt at, quat dolobore diam, veliquisl el ut adip eraesto duis dolor sum ex exeros ea faci ea amcommo lorper adit nullaor at, commy nosto odolenim nostrud et laore feu facidunt alit lutetue modolor accum ea am, quamcon sequat wisl ullam, consequat. Iquat. Ut el iure feugait elit, quis adionsectet ex endre facip er accum zzrit lor sustis aut verit, sed modolor eraessim et dolore duis nisis ad minit in vendrem quatums andigna feuissed enim zzriusci tem nos dipsusto od magniat wismod tat, voluptat. Ut amcon volesequisl iure deliscillam quatetum dolorpe riusto del eriusto core facilit, qui tem nonsenim zzriustrud dolore conse molestrud modolore corpercilla feu faccum quisci blan volut iustrud minim ipsum ad magnibh esequatem qui bla con volor sectem zzrit eum nonum ese dolortisis amconullaore vulla feu feu feu feum duipsus tionsectem erci tet aci endreet lor si.
Magnim do doloreet, conulput wisi ex ex eu facincilit alit iustissed eugue vel dolore vent

LEGAL COUNSEL
MIT students, family, employers and 
start-ups seeking U.S. legal counsel, 
campus or office consultation. Call:

James Dennis Leary, Esq. 
321-544-0012

participation on faculty commit-
tees. Additionally, the administra-
tion is planning to meet frequently 
with diverse student groups and 
student atheltic captains in conjuc-
tion with the Undergraduate Asso-
ciation and the Graduate Student 
Council. 

Students can now also get up-
dates about campus events on 
Twitter at http://www.twitter.com/
MITstudents. With over 200 follow-
ers already, the series of 3-5 daily 
tweets allow both graduate and 
undergraduate students to be in-
formed about on-campus events 
and Institute announcements. Fry 
says they try to tweet about events 
that are of interest to most students, 
such as the Glass Pumpkin Patch or 
Beaver Dash. 

However, Gearty recognizes that 
not all students may respond to 
Twitter. “There is no single channel 
to get the word out,” Gearty said. 
“The main focus is for students to be 

heard and get the information they 
need.” Gearty notes that e-mail may 
be the most effective form of com-
munication for graduate students, 
but not for undergraduates. Gearty 
acknowledges that the administra-
tion has to communicate with stu-
dents in a variety of ways. 

One possible method of com-
munication is through student 
focus groups. In an effort to move 
forward, administration is looking 
to students leaders and representa-
tives. “They will be beneficial and 
advantageous in both relaying and 
receiving information from the rest 
of the student body,” Fry said. 

In a recent e-mail sent out to all 
students, Chancellor Phillip L. Clay 
PhD ‘75 notes the process to im-
prove dialogue between students 
and administration began in 2008, 
based on input from students and 
faculty. “There was a general frustra-
tion that students did not know what 
was going on,” Clay said. As a result, 
Clay along with Dean for Graduate 
Education Christine Ortiz, Dean for 
Student Life Chris Colombo, and 
Dean for Undergraduate Education 
Dan Hastings have come together to 
find ways to keep students “up-to-
date and involved in the discussions 
and initiatives on campus.”

“It was easy to tell that two-way 
communication was a priority for 
the Chancellor and Deans,” Gearty 
said, speaking about his impression 
upon assuming his position last 
year. 

Klein also points out that some 
of these initiatives, including the 
Twitter feed, are part of a larger 
move to use technology to commu-
nicate with students.

Communication, from Page 1

Trying out new ways to talk
Gearty says communication is a priority for the Deans

“There was a 
general frustration 
that students did 
not know what was 
going on.”

—Chancellor Phillip L. Clay 

We Have 
Computers.

You are 
Probably 
Course 6.

Join The 
Tech.

join@the-tech.mit.edu

We get you the tickets.
You get us the review.

ARTS at 
events • movies • theater • concerts

music • books • restaurants • interviews

join@the-tech.mit.edu
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The MIT French Studies Program in Foreign Languages and Literatures 

Announces 

The American Premiere of Darina al-Joundi’s Play 

Le jour où Nina Simone a cessé de chanter/The Day Nina 
Simone Stopped Singing 

(performed in French with English-language supertitles composed by Philippa Wehle) 

On Tuesday, October 26 at 7:30 p.m., MIT Media Lab Complex,  

sixth floor (E14-674); free admission; reception to follow the show 

 

 
 
This play is an astonishing account of a young Lebanese woman’s attaining social, 
intellectual, and sexual freedom amid the violence of civil war in Beirut.  It has been 
hailed by Le Monde as “a story that flows from [al-Joundi] like a surging river” and by 
L’Humanité as “a song of resistance. . . for all her sisters of Palestine, Algeria, Irak, and 
Syria.”  
 
A round-table discussion and Q&A about the play, focusing on the topic “Writing and 
Staging Interculturalism,” will take place at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, October 27, in Room 
14E-310 (Humanities Building, 160 Memorial Drive) 
 

This program is made possible by the support of Foreign Languages and 
Literatures and the French Initiatives Endowment Fund. 

 
 
 

10% Discount on $15
(or more) order with MIT ID.

Royal Bengal
Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

Open Daily Except Monday 
11:30 am – 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988

T: Red Line, Bus #1 – Central Square

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

miles, or 5 km. 
“The challenge is to obtain the 

best speed and maintain it through-
out the race,” Kilbridge said.

This regatta didn’t count to-
wards MIT’s standing in the East-
ern Sprints League, which includes 
the Ivy League schools.

“We didn’t place as highly as we 
hoped in the Head of the Charles, 
but my goal for all of the rowers 
is to be competitive within their 
league,” Kilbridge said. The four 
squads each beat a few of the other 
crews within their league.

Lightweight women’s rower 
Lizzy Wei ’12 said that the enthusi-

asm of the spectators increased her 
squad’s confidence and built up its 
energy and adrenaline, improving 
its count stroke rating.

“Every time we passed under a 
bridge, there would be spectators 
yelling encouraging words to moti-
vate us,” Wei said. 

Wei said that the whole mental-
ity of the team has been more fo-
cused this year, which resulted in 
an improved performance in this 
year’s race.

Despite graduating five of its 
top eight rowers last year, the light-
weight men’s team, led by new 
head coach Will H. Oliver, had a 
stronger finish in this year’s race.

“Having a new coach has been 

inspirational for us,” coxswain Em-
ily Shao ’11 said. “He pushes us re-
ally hard.”

The heavyweight men’s team 
was an especially young group this 
year, with four freshmen rowing in 
the championship eights boat. 

Kilbridge said that the young 
team has “a lot of potential,” but 
that they also have a long way to go 
as the rowers are in the early stages 
of learning how to row at the col-
lege level.

MIT also raced second varsity 
squads Saturday afternoon in the 
men’s and women’s club eights 
events. The crew team will com-
pete again this weekend, at the 
Princeton Chase in New Jersey.

HOTC, from Page 1

Crew more focused this year

Call 877-4DAD411 or visit www.fatherhood.gov

be a dad today.
Take time to
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Video Game RepoRt

Harmonix releases Rock Band 3
Keyboard, Pro Mode add new flair to familiar rhythm gameplay

By michael T. Lin
Campus Life editor

Harmonix Music Systems’ newest 
rhythm game releases today. Gamers ea-
gerly awaiting the release of polka Band will 
be tragically disappointed to know that the 
accordion–fest they had hoped for is still a 
long time coming. In the meantime, they’ll 
have to make do with the new rock Band 3.

rock Band 3 has a lot of exciting new 
features attached, not least of which is the 
new “Pro” gameplay mode, which skips 
the level of abstraction between sheet mu-
sic and Rock Band note charts and allows 
players to play through the music just as 
it was written. Upgrading a song with Pro 
Mode note charts isn’t free, but considering 
the cost of sheet music and other training 
tools, it doesn’t compare that badly — it 
just means that most players will have to get 
used to picking and choosing which songs 
they want to learn most. Although the ca-
pability for learning real music via gaming 
peripherals isn’t unique in rhythm games 
(Seven45 Studios’ power Gig: rise of the six–
string released last week), combining an in–
game training infrastructure with the size of 
Harmonix’s song library means that we 
might soon be looking at the death 
of the “Free Bird” heckler and the 
birth of a lot of cover bands, which 
is no mean feat. If nothing else, the 
release of 
another 
g a m e 
that ad-
dresses 
the “it’s not 
fun if it’s not a real instrument” detrac-
tors is a big step forward for rhythm game 
legitimacy.

As for the game itself, fans of the rock 
Band franchise should have a fairly good 
idea of what to expect. The fundamental 
gameplay is the same: The player presses 
buttons or strikes pads in sync with notes 
coming down a track. Major gameplay 
changes include functionality for an ex-
panded drum kit, a new keyboard in-
strument in addition to the guitar/bass/

drums/vocals of previous Rock Band games, 
three–part harmonies for vocalists, and the 
aforementioned “Pro Mode” for all instru-
ments. Fair warning to those of you with 
Marty McFly rock god fantasies of jump-
ing right into an epic Pro Mode rendition 
of “The Power of Love” by Huey Lewis and 
the News: I had the chance to try out the 
keyboard peripheral in Pro Mode, and my 
vague proficiency in piano notwithstand-
ing, the fact that it’s a video game doesn’t 
make sight reading at full speed any easier. I 
can only assume the same will hold true for 
guitar aficionados.

Harmonix has also taken the time to make 
their interaction design more user  –friendly. 
Players can now change difficulty as well 
as drop in and drop out mid–song, which 
means no more having to put off a bathroom 
break in the name of getting to your face–

melting 
s o l o . 

All 83 songs on 
the game disc are available 

straight out of the box, saving rock Band 
party hosts the trouble of having to spend 
thirty seconds on the Internet to look up 
the cheat code. The game is advertised as 
having over two thousand songs available 
at launch, which includes all of the songs 
from most released rock Band games (for 
an export fee), as well as songs available for 
purchase from the rock Band music store, 
but does not include songs from standalone 
game the Beatles: rock Band. There also a 
few extra tweaks to the game, like a party 

shuffle mode for continuous song flow, a 
recommendation system that sug-

gests songs based on player–given 
ratings, and a character customi-

zation system that didn’t strike 
me as particularly necessary 
but has enough depth to drop 
the custom–chiseled jaw of 
even the most well–versed 
of RPG players.

After getting to play the 
game, I sat down and talk-
ed with Project Lead Dan-

iel Sussman about the de-

velopment for rock Band 3. Many 
of the changes made between rock 
Band 2 and rock Band 3 were in-
tended as “subtle refinements, as 
opposed to new realizations of 
gameplay.” As an example, Suss-
man pointed to the trill lanes 
for guitar and drums. Trills and 
rolls for guitar and drums previ-
ously required the same degree 
of precision as everything else, 

but now have more forgive-
ness built in, a design deci-
sion intended to shift the 
focus off of rigid game rules 
and on to more accurately 

simulating an actual rock 
band experience — I’m 
assuming real rock con-
cert audiences don’t boo 

Queen off the stage for 
not having perfectly spaced 

drum rolls.
When asked about the impetus behind 

instituting Pro Mode, Sussman said that 
“the genesis starts with rock Band 1” with 
the addition of drums to the gameplay from 
Guitar Hero; the infrastructure for guitar 
and bass were already present, and the me-
chanics for the vocal parts were already old 
hat from Harmonix’s Karaoke revolution. 
Regarding the question of how abstract to 
make the drum note charts, the decision 

was made to write them as close as 
possible to the professional drum 
parts, amid internal concern 

that the challenge would be too 
“alienating or scary.” When players 
responded well, the devel-
opers “wanted to apply 
the same experience 
to [the other instru-
ments].” Pro Mode 
instruments were 
developed by third–
party peripheral 
manufacturer Mad Catz.

Regarding the decision to add three–
part vocal harmony and keyboard parts 
to the rock Band 3 repertoire, Sussman 
revealed that they had wanted a new 
instrument and new gameplay for rock 
Band 3 from the start of development. The 
popularity of three–part harmony 
in the Beatles: rock Band 
paved the way for its inclu-
sion in rock Band 3, and 
“the keyboard was the obvi-
ous choice” for the new instrument. 
The mechanics with the most 
profound impact on gameplay 
were the keyboard and the Pro 
Mode guitar play, which “ex-
panded the universe of what was 
acceptable for a rock Band soundtrack” to 
include music like “Bohemian Rhapsody,” 

the Doors, and if I were to wager a guess, 
most of the 80s.

If you’re already familiar with band–
based rhythm games, rock Band 3 will be 
a welcome release that streamlines most of 
the minor annoyances with previous games 
in the series while adding more songs and 
very compelling gameplay options, pro-
vided you can spare the price. Even if you’re 
new to rhythm games, rock Band 3 just as 
accessible to newcomers as the other in-
stallments of the franchise. rock Band 3 re-
leases today for the Xbox 360, Playstation 3, 
Nintendo Wii ($59.99 for the software only). 
The keyboard ($79.99, $129.99 bundled w/
software), Pro Guitar controller ($149.99), 
and drum cymbals expansion ($39.99) are 
also available.

Fans of the Rock Band 
franchise should have a 
fairly good idea of what to 
expect.

all 83 songs on the game 
disc are available straight 
out of the box, saving 
Rock Band party hosts 
the trouble of having to 
spend thirty seconds on 
the internet to look up the 
cheat code.

Courtesy of 
Harmonix musiC 

systems

Rock Band 3, 
which will be 
released on 
October 26 in 
North America, 
features a new 
keytar and a 
more realistic 
guitar for the 
game’s “Pro 
Mode.”



Fu
n

 Fu
n

 Fu
n

 Fu
n

 Fu
n F

u
n Fu

n
 Fu

n
 Fu

n
 Fu

n
 Fu

n
 Fu

n
 Fu

n
 Fu

n
 Fu

n
 Fu

n
 Fu

n
 Fu

n
 Fu

n
 Fu

n
 Fu

n
 Fu

n
  

Tuesday, October 26, 2010   The Tech  9

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Easy Sudoku
Solution, page 14

3 5
1 6 7

6 3 8
8 7 5 3
2 9 4 6 8 7
6 1 5 2
4 7 5

6 5 2
4 8

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Hard Sudoku
Solution, page 14

3
9 4 1 5 3

9 4 5
7 4 8 3

2 6 5 1
1 2 7 9
5 3 9

2 6 3 8 9
4

Steal My Comic� by Michael Ciuffo

Somewhere on the Searc�h for Meaning� by Letitia Li

by Jorge Cham
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Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 14

ACROSS 
 1 M. Houlihan’s rank
 4 Puccini opera
 9 Glorify oneself
 14 Aussie non-flier
 15 Turkish bigwigs
 16 Tedium
 17 Shatner novel “__ War”
 18 Denim item
 20 Skater’s jump
 22 Gladden
 23 __ mater
 24 Horizontal beams
 26 Lymphoid organ
 28 Geological period
 30 Complete
 32 Dissonance
 33 Insertion symbol
 34 Lively dance
 37 Oui’s opposite
 38 Tallahassee inst.
 40 It’s c-c-c-cold!
 41 Shoshone
 42 N.Y. winter hrs.
 43 Highway exits
 45 Bummer!
 47 Senegalese language

 48 Lofty
 49 Deadly missile
 52 San Luis __
 55 Aoki of golf
 56 Japanese sci-fi film
 58 H-M connection
 61 Party punch
 64 Berlin ice
 65 Killer whales
 66 Take the role of
 67 PanAm rival
 68 Overturn
 69 Like some questions
 70 Use the sofa

DOWn
 1 Physics start?
 2 NYSE rival
 3 Jumpin’ hot spot
 4 __ Mahal
 5 S-shaped moldings
 6 Commandment verb
 7 Game with four jokers
 8 Part of P.A.
 9 Actress Arthur
 10 Available if needed

 11 Twistable joint
 12 “Guys and Dolls” 

song
 13 Mythical giant
 19 King’s comic
 21 Lane in Metropolis
 25 Like navigable northern 

waterways
 27 Benefactors
 28 Actress Baxter
 29 Animal displays
 31 Planets
 33 G.P.A., slangily
 34 Portly planes?
 35 Romance lang.
 36 Tierney of films
 39 “No Exit” playwright
 44 Grocery section
 46 Arizona tribe
 47 Company catchphrase
 49 Prized trinket
 50 Stage a coup
 51 Simple weapon
 53 Minnows and worms
 54 Early Peruvian
 57 Member of the “Love 

Train” soul group

 59 Fuzzy fruit
 60 Aspiring D.A.’s exam

 62 Leary’s drug
 63 Paul Anka’s “__ Beso”

That Constant Refrain

What’s Not To Like
by Jerry Holkins 
and Mike Krahulik

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

Constructive

And what about all the people who won’t be able to join the community because they’re terrible at making helpful and con-
structive co-- ... oh.
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Outrun the cold.

College Students
Get 20% OFF all full-price EMS® brand items 
and 15% OFF all full-price national brand items.
 Must show valid college ID. Exclusions may apply; visit store for details.

EASTERN MOUNTAIN SPORTS

Harvard Square  
1 Brattle Square
Second Floor 
617-864-2061

6346_AD_6X8 MIT_HarvardSquare.in1   1 10/18/10   1:18:41 PM

MIT International Science and Technology Initiatives

MIT-China Educational 
Technology Initiative

Teach in CHINA, Hong Kong, Taiwan this summer!
All expenses paid!

No language skills needed to apply!

Apply Online Now @

http://web.mit.edu/mit-ceti/www/ 

Application Deadline:  October 31

MIT-CETI: ceti@mit.edu

Sample CETI Locations

Dalian University of Technology

Sichuan University

Kunming University of Science & 
Technology

Qinghai University

Huazhong University of Science & 
Technology (Wuhan)

Zhejiang University

Anxian Middle School

Nanjing Middle School

YuanZe University (Taiwan)

Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

informing alumni of things hap-
pening on campus and helping 
students get a sense of life beyond 
MIT. “Alumni are always interested 
in students and what students are 
doing,” said Peter F. Muise, Director 
of Reunions and Class Programs.

“For students, there is curiosity 
about what life is like after MIT and 
what life was like at MIT for alum-
ni,” he added.

Members of the class councils 
from all three classes have met to 
discuss the future of the program. 
“We discussed our goals and con-
crete ideas of how we would pro-
ceed,” said Jonathan Chien ’14, a 
2014 Class Council publicity co-
chair. 

“The program is still in its in-
fancy,” Yim said. Chien also said 
the program is currently “slightly 
undefined in its goals,” but that the 

Council is learning how to best take 
advantage of the program as they 
go.

The Alumni Association plans 
to continue the Class Connec-
tions program for future freshman 
classes. The program for the 2014s 
should extend throughout their 
four years at MIT.

The Association is trying to stay 
hands-off for now. “A lot of it de-
pends on what the officers in the 
classes are interested in doing,” said 
Muise. “We’re trying to let it grow 
organically.”

Muise notes the current plan 
is to have campus be the center of 
the program, but there is interest in 
expanding beyond campus, possi-
bly through a virtual network or by 
connecting students with alumni in 
their hometowns. Chien discussed 
a possible pen-pal program, which 
would pair students with alumni 
based on shared interests.

Frosh meet classes 
of 1989 and 1964 
New program builds ties across years
Connections, from Page 1

Sarang KulKarni—The Tech

Cornwall (Adam Finelli) gouges out the eyes of the Earl of Gloucester (Joshua J.A. Walker ’12) after arrest-
ing him.

Sarang KulKarni—The Tech

Cordelia (Allison M. Schneider ’13) attempts to convince her father, 
King Lear, that she really does love him, all the while refusing to flat-
ter him. The MIT Shakespeare Ensemble is currently performing King 
Lear, with the second run taking place from Oct. 28 through Oct. 30 at 
8 p.m. in La Sala de Puerto Rico in the Student Center.

MIT Shakespeare takes on King Lear
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By Megan Woolhouse
The BosTon GloBe

Last month’s early-morning car 
crash that left one person injured 
but Tom Brady unharmed was 
more than a close call for the New 
England Patriots quarterback. It 
was also a great marketing oppor-
tunity.

Within hours, just about every-
one knew that the superstar athlete 

with a supermodel wife drove an 
Audi worth $97,000.

In the days that followed, the 
Globe learned that Brady’s car was 
a perk, part of an endorsement deal 
with Audi of America Inc. Since 
2007, Brady has acted as “honorary 
chairman” of Best Buddies Inter-
national Inc., a charity that helps 
learning-disabled adults, and in 
that role he makes appearances at 
fund-raisers, giving participants 

rides in his Audi.
Anthony Kennedy Shriver, Best 

Buddies founder and chairman, in-
troduced Brady to Audi, which also 
loans Shriver and his wife two cars 
for them to drive.

The Brady-Audi-Best Bud-
dies connection is part of a world 
known as cause marketing, an ar-
rangement that allows a corpora-
tion to affiliate with a charity and 
celebrities to burnish its public 
image and — potentially — boost 
sales. The charity, in turn, benefits 
from the exposure and increased 
marketing power that come from a 
corporate ally

For example, U2 frontman Bono 
pitches for Louis Vuitton and do-
nates his undisclosed fees to help 
nonprofits in developing countries. 
Pop star Lady Gaga, for an undis-
closed fee, promotes a line of MAC 
lipstick, with a portion of sales ben-
efiting AIDS research.

It’s an arrangement based on 
mutual benefits, said Howard An-
derson, a professor of entrepre-
neurship at the Sloan School of 
Management at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology.

“Everyone wants to do good and 
do well at the same time,” he said.

The arrangements are especial-
ly valuable to companies because 
research has shown that consum-
ers tend to prefer products with a 
charity connection. A recent sur-
vey by the Boston marketing firm 
Cone found that 73 percent of peo-
ple between the ages of 15 and 35 
were “willing to try a new product 
they’ve never heard of if it supports 
a cause.”

Alison daSilva, Cone executive 
vice president, said cause market-
ing is a “key differentiator in which 
companies win the hearts and wal-

lets of their consumers.”
About 80 percent of Fortune 

magazine’s top 200 US companies 
have a “branded cause-related ini-
tiative” involving a charity, daSilva 
said. According to the IEG Spon-
sorship Report, an industry pub-
lication, corporate spending on 
cause marketing was projected to 
grow about 6.1 percent this year, to 
$1.61 billion.

Celebrities like Brady or Bono 
can heighten the return on the in-
vestment, she said. “They’re defi-
nitely worth the money,” daSilva 
said of the celebrities. “It has 
proved to be an effective marketing 
strategy.”

Ken Berger, chief executive of 
Charity Navigator, a nonprofit that 
tracks charity effectiveness, said 
the marketing relationships can 
turn problematic when the public 
suddenly becomes aware that a ce-
lebrity is paid for an endorsement 
of a cause instead of promoting it 
out of a sense of altruism. Berger 
said those revelations can raise 
questions in donors’ minds about 
a celebrity’s dedication to a cause 
and potentially hurt fund-raising.

That’s why some nonprofits and 
celebrities don’t publicize such 
transactions, he said.

“That’s why a lot of this stuff flies 
under the radar and these kind of 
arrangements are not usually very 
public,” Berger said.

Audi, which has sponsored Best 
Buddies since 2007, loans as many 
as 35 cars at a time to the Miami 
nonprofit for high-profile fund-
raisers in locations such as Hyannis 
Port and the Hearst Castle in Cali-
fornia. In exchange, Audi gets its 
five-rings logo prominently placed 
on the charity’s website, displays its 
cars at fund-raisers, and on riders’ 

shirts, including those worn by ac-
tors Rob Lowe, David Hasselhoff, 
and musician Kenny G, as well as 
Maria Shriver, wife of the gover-
nor and sister of Anthony Kennedy 
Shriver.

In press releases, Audi empha-
sizes that it has helped Best Bud-
dies raise millions of dollars, and 
that Audi dealers and partners have 
donated as much as $170,000 to the 
cause. Audi does not say whether 
— in addition to giving Brady a car 
— it pays the quarterback for his 
endorsement.

Neither Brady nor his agent re-
turned phone calls from the Globe.

Best Buddies founder Anthony 
Kennedy Shriver said the arrange-
ment works well for both the non-
profit and Audi.

“You don’t understand how in-
credibly hard it is to get a company 
to step up and give money like that 
for people with intellectual disabil-
ities,” he said. “We’re really lucky 
they’re doing this.”

Shriver said Brady had partici-
pated in Best Buddies charity bi-
cycling events for free, riding at the 
urging of his sister and manager 
Nancy, without any kind of corpo-
rate endorsement. Shriver said he 
told Audi he thought Brady would 
be “a great fit” in its “VIP Ambas-
sador” program, helping spur a for-
mal endorsement deal.

The VIP Ambassador program 
is a marketing effort to get celebri-
ties and influential people to drive 
Audis by offering them cars to drive 
for free. Other former Audi ambas-
sadors include musicians Justin 
Timberlake and Seal. Shriver and 
his wife are also “VIP Ambassa-
dors,” and he said he drives an Audi 
Q7 and his wife has an Audi A8 se-
dan.

 
 
 
 
 

Following opportunity is open to eligible Sophomore and/or Junior students in the  
School of Engineering and the School of Science 

 
THE BARRY M. GOLDWATER SCHOLARSHIP 

 
The Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence in Education Program was 
established by Congress in 1986 to honor Senator Barry M. Goldwater, who served his 
country for 56 years as a soldier and statesman, including 30 years of service in the U.S. 
Senate.  The purpose of this Program is to provide a continuing source of highly qualified 
scientists, mathematicians, and engineers by awarding scholarships to college students 
who intend to pursue careers in these fields. 
 
The Goldwater Program provides scholarships of up to $7500 per academic year.  
Sophomore scholarship recipients will be eligible for two years of scholarship support.  
Junior scholarship recipients will be eligible for one year of scholarship support. 
 

If you feel you are qualified for one of these prestigious awards, please discuss this 
with your academic advisor or your Department Head.  

 
Nominations must be from YOUR DEPARTMENT and are due at the School of 

Science or School of Engineering Dean’s Office (as appropriate to your major) by 
November 12, 2010 

 
For further information:   

Contact your Undergraduate Officer,  
http://www.act.org/goldwater/ or http://web.mit.edu/engineering/goldwater.html 
School of Engineering contact: Maria Marangiello, x3-8012, mariam@mit.edu 

School of Science contact: Elaina Burke, x4-5691, eidzenga@mit.edu 
 
 
  

    
 

Product endorsements link stars with charities
Cause marketing, charity connections give mutual benefits to companies, celebrities
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Distinguish Yourself
as a 
Burchard 
Scholar
Expand your intellectual and social horizons.  
Meet with other Burchards and MIT faculty each month 
for a delicious dinner and seminar on topics of the day. 
Sophomores and Juniors who have shown excellence in 
some aspect of the humanities, arts, or social sciences are 
encouraged to apply. Burchards can be majors in any  
department; no preference is given to HASS majors. 

Apply at:
shass.mit.edu/burchard

Sophomores + Juniors—Apply by December 1, 2010
great ideas change the world

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES, ARTS, & SOCIAL SCIENCES

At MITSO opening concert, 
Chadwick, Haydn and Kalinnikov

Sarang KulKarni—The Tech

Adam Boyles conducts the opening concert of this year’s season of the MIT Symphony Orchestra in 
Kresge on Friday. The concert featured pieces by Chadwick, Haydn and Kalinnikov and a dedication to Tyler 
Clementi, a Rutgers University freshman who appears to have committed suicide last month because of 
harassment due to his sexual orientation. The dedication praised him for being a fine young man and a distin-
guished musician.

Sarang KulKarni—The Tech

Wellesley student Audrey Wozniak scans her music before the start of Friday’s MITSO performance in 
Kresge Auditorium.

We want you in our sheets.

join@tt.mit.edu
W20-483, 617-253-1541

join@tt.mit.edu
W20-483, 617-253-1541
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By Elizabeth Olson
The New York Times 

Sharon Bolton spotted “those 
funky tags” — known formally 
as two-dimensional bar codes — 
when she took her college-age 
daughter to catch a train at the 
Rensselaer rail station in Albany, 
N.Y., last week.

“I looked up and saw these little 
black-and-white boxes on the lime 
green wall,” said Bolton, a graphic 
artist from Saratoga Springs, N.Y., 
“and right away I knew they were 
those funky tags where you click 
and connect to a website.”

She was one of the 4,500 people 
daily riding Albany’s buses or pass-
ing through its rail stations that are 
the focus of a test of the visibility 
and effectiveness of 2-D bar code 
technology. The promotion is being 
conducted by the Lamar Advertis-
ing Co., one of the country’s largest 
outdoor advertising businesses.

Albany’s transit system has 
been blanketed with the bar codes 
— also called quick response or QR 

bar codes — which consumers can 
scan with their smart phone and, 
within seconds, connect to a web-
site, photo or video. In the Albany 
test, users access QRiousAlbany.
com, where they can register for a 
contest to win an iPad.

“Several national clients asked 
us about using this technology in 
their advertising, so we decided to 
see how well it works,” said Clifford 
B. Wohl, vice president and general 
manager of Lamar Transit Advertis-
ing, the part of the company deal-
ing with transit systems.

Bar code campaigns are crop-
ping up in other transit hubs, as 
well. In Denver International Air-
port, for example, Colorado-based 
FirstBank began to offer this month 
a free download of an e-book to 
passengers scanning the bar code 
on posters mounted in terminal 
corridors.

The posters say “free books,” and 
mobile phone users scanning the 
code — a scattering of black-and-
white boxes inside a larger square 
— are linked to a web page with 

several e-book choices that can be 
downloaded at no cost. In the first 
two weeks, the most popular titles 
were “The Art of War,” “Treasure 
Island” and “The Autobiography 
of Benjamin Franklin,” according 
to Matt Best, a spokesman for the 
bank’s advertising agency, TDA 
Advertising & Design, in Boulder, 
Colo.

Airline passengers looking to fill 
their waiting time can also down-
load free crosswords starting Nov. 1, 
and free Sudoku games beginning 
Dec. 1, Best said. The effort, which 
is hosted by Clear Channel Airports, 
part of Phoenix-based Clear Chan-
nel Outdoor, another large out-
door ad company, had about 1,250 
downloads in the first 17 days after 
it began on Oct. 1, he said. Overall, 
about 7,000 books and puzzles are 
expected to be downloaded during 
the five-month promotion.

Jodi Senese, the CBS Outdoor 
executive vice president for mar-
keting, said the company expected 
to have more bar code campaigns 
under way after Dec. 1.

For marketers, “this is the holy 
grail of advertising — interac-
tive media in public places,” said 
Michael Becker, North American 
managing director for the Mobile 
Marketing Association, the indus-

try trade group. But he said the 
technology had challenges. One is 
connectivity in places like subways, 
he said, but added that “a lot of in-
formation can be embedded in a 
QR code, and accessed later.”

Other drawbacks include the 
lack of a single industry standard 
for 2-D bar codes in the U.S., and 
the relative paucity of phones that 
can use 2-D. The number of users 
with phones equipped with scan-
ners is expected, however, to rise to 
50 percent of all users by the end of 
next year, Becker said.

In Albany, Lamar has placed 
graphics on the walls, floors, kiosks 
and other areas of the city’s two rail 
stations, and on bus shelters and 
the ceilings of more than 50 buses 
run by the city’s Capital District 
Transportation Authority.

Lamar designed the bar code 
ads, Wohl said, and spent about 
$10,000 to post the advertisements 
in the public locations. The transit 
authority, said spokesman Margo 
Janack, is hoping that bar code ads 
will proliferate and provide new 
revenue streams to offset lower rid-
ership because of recent job losses.

“The ads look like modern art,” 
she said. “People are definitely no-
ticing.”

Whether Albany transit users are 

scanning the ads in great numbers 
is unknown. There are no reported 
results so far, Wohl said. Once the 
results arrive, they will help clarify 
the extent to which the public rec-
ognizes the bar codes.

Bolton said she was familiar 
with bar codes, but only because 
her graphics firm had been asked 
recently to incorporate one in an 
educational campaign.

The most popular information 
sought from bar codes includes 
“where to buy, what do others think, 
advice on usage and nutritional in-
formation,” said Cameron Green, 
spokesman for GS1, a nonprofit 
association that works to establish 
uniform technology standards.

Still, it may take some time 
to establish consumer familiar-
ity if the experience of one Albany 
commuter, Abbey Greenbaum, is 
a guide. Greenbaum, a regional 
training coordinator for the New 
York state health department, no-
ticed the Lamar bar code ad on the 
ceiling of the bus she takes to work 
everyday.

“I had seen them in magazines. 
It’s a cute, novelty idea,” she said. 
She scanned the ad and entered the 
contest for the iPad. But, she noted, 
“I was the only one on the bus who 
did.”

Solution to Crossword
from page 9

Solution to Easy Sudoku
from page 10

7 3 6 5 9 8 2 4 1
9 1 8 2 4 3 6 7 5
5 2 4 7 6 1 3 9 8
8 7 1 9 2 5 4 6 3
2 5 9 4 3 6 8 1 7
6 4 3 1 8 7 9 5 2
4 8 7 6 5 2 1 3 9
3 6 5 8 1 9 7 2 4
1 9 2 3 7 4 5 8 6

Solution to Hard Sudoku
from page 10

3 5 1 7 2 4 9 6 8
9 4 8 1 5 6 2 3 7
7 6 2 9 3 8 4 1 5
6 7 4 8 9 1 5 2 3
2 3 9 6 7 5 8 4 1
1 8 5 3 4 2 7 9 6
5 1 3 4 8 9 6 7 2
4 2 7 5 6 3 1 8 9
8 9 6 2 1 7 3 5 4

 

 
WANT TO 

SAVE LIVES? 
 

Become an EMT! 
 

Apply for MIT’s IAP Class now and learn the skills needed to be 
a certified Emergency Medical Technician and work on MIT’s 

Ambulance.  
For more info and to apply go to: 

http://ems.mit.edu 
Apply by Oct 29 

 

Testing bar code technology with smart phones
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At the faculty meeting on Wednesday, 
Oct. 20, outgoing Committee on Discipline 
Chair Professor Sheila E. Widnall ’60 pre-
sented the COD’s statistics for the 2008-
2009 academic year.

Widnall noted that the number of expul-
sions  — three  — was extremely high, and 
might even represent a record. There were 
no expulsions in 2007-2008.

2008-2009 Committee on Discipline stats
She also drew special attention to pro-

spective freshmen caught on rooftops dur-
ing campus preview weekend. Widnall said 
those freshmen received informal letters in 
their file when they enrolled at MIT.

Widnall said that the committee was be-
hind on its tabulations, and that these stats 
should have been presented last term. She 
also said she would be back before the fac-
ulty to present the 2008-2009 statistics. Pro-
fessor Robert P. Redwine replaces Widnall as 
chair of the COD.

Widnall did not respond to requests for 
prior year’s COD statistics.

 — John A. Hawkinson

Biyeun Buczyk—THe TecH
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The beginning foretells the end
This World Series is a matchup of the 

underdogs. The Rangers have never been 
to a World Series, and the Giants have 
not won a World Series since 1954. Both 
teams overcame immense odds to get this 
far, with the Rangers taking down the de-
fending champion Yankees and the Giants 
preventing what would have been a third 
pennant in a row for the Phillies. In this 
series, the winner of game 1 has a huge ad-
vantage. Both teams have stellar bullpens, 
and Game 1 is slated to feature a matchup 
between the teams’ best pitchers, with 
Cliff Lee pitching for the Rangers and Tim 
Lincecum for the Giants. As a Texan who 
grew up making fun of the Rangers for be-
ing notoriously terrible, it doesn’t get any 
better than seeing them win baseball’s 
granddaddy of them all. That being said, 
the Rangers will win game 1, and take the 
series in 7. After all, wouldn’t it be great to 
see a winner-takes-all final game?

Prediction: Rangers in 7
—Carlos Greaves

Rangers will keep on plugging
With the Rangers on a high, expect 

them to continue their slugging against 
the Giants. Lincecum, Cain, and Sanchez 
are a tough group of pitchers to beat, but 
Cliff Lee is up to the challenge. Lincecum’s 

sluggish relief performance in the eighth 
inning of Game 6 following his Game 5 
loss turns all of the momentum against 
him as he starts against the Rangers. Lee 
will take over the games in which he starts, 
ensuring at least two wins for the Rangers, 
who will get the other two with their hot 
bats. Hamilton’s above .500 on-base per-
centage should continue along with his 
homers. Inspired by their humble, work-
minded manager, Ron Washington, Texas 
should win it all. 

Prediction: Rangers in 6
—Nidharshan Anandasivam

End of the line for the Giants
Now, after admitting defeat, I will have 

to back up the team that smoked the Yanks 
in the ALCS — the Rangers. Yes, Matt Cain 
and Tim Lincecum look phenomenal,  the 
Giants have been playing great baseball, 
and they have home-field advantage. If 
there is one team that can outduel the Gi-
ants’ pitching, it’s the Rangers. TC.J. Wil-
son and Cliff Lee will be able to give Cain 
and Lincecum a run for their money. Ron 
Washington has his players hungry for a 
ring and champagne 

(or Ginger Ale — no champagne for 
Josh Hamilton) celebrations in the locker 
room. Washington’s starters, coupled with 
the hot hitting of Josh Hamilton (4 HRs in 

the ALCS) and the rest of the potent Rang-
ers lineup, will bring the Commissioner’s 
Trophy to Arlington.

Prediction: Rangers in 6
—Russell Spivak

Rangers take weak Giants
I forecast the World Series with a sense 

of humility and a tinge of reluctance; nei-
ther the Phillies nor Yankees, both of whom 
I picked to advance to the World Series, even 
to make it to a seventh game in their respec-
tive Championship Series. However, if there’s 
anything we learned in the aftermath of the 
NLCS, it’s far better to go down swinging than 
looking. As Texas has conquered the best that 
the American League East has to offer, I have 
to believe the Rangers will be able to take 
down a weaker Giants team from the Nation-
al League to take home the World Series title.

Prediction: Rangers in 6.
—Zach Hynes

Giants will triumph in the clutch
In the end, it’s two teams that few ex-

pected to make it very far at the start of the 
season. While the Rangers handled the 
Yankees easily for most of the ALCS, the Gi-
ants squeezed through a nailbiter of a series 
against the Phillies. The series will show new 
challenges for both teams, since the Rangers 
haven’t seen as good a starting rotation as 
the Giants, while the Giants have yet to face a 
lineup as potent as the Rangers. You’d expect 
the Rangers to hold the advantage in a slug-
fest, since with their hitters, they’re never 
out of a game. But thus far, they’ve had very 
little success in close games. This could be 
very costly against the Giants, who just went 
through an entire series of games that went 
down to the wire. Additionally, how will the 
Rangers’ run production fare in a pitchers 
park for the first time this postseason? In a 
year that’s been dominated by pitching sto-
ries, it would only be fitting for the better ro-

tation to win out. The series will end with the 
nutter Brian Wilson flashing his victory sign, 
giving the Giants their first world series since 
moving from New York. 

Prediction: Giants in 6
—Yifan Cao

Pitching will carry Giants to title
Anything can happen in baseball. On 

paper, both the Giants and Rangers should 
be sitting at home right now, watching the 
powerful Phillies and Yankees play for the 
championship for the second straight year. 
The Rangers were supposed to be crushed 
by a potent New York offense, but ended 
up outscoring the Yankees 31-6 in their four 
wins and batting over a hundred points 
higher in the series. Likewise, The Giants’ 
wimpy offense was supposed to be no match 
for that of the Phillies, but led by unlikely he-
roes Cody Ross and Juan Uribe, pushed just 
enough runs across the plate and handed 
leads over to their stalwart bullpen.

 Pitching, however, wins in the post-
season. The Rangers have Cliff Lee, who is 
available to start three games in the series, 
and Colby Lewis, but the Giants’ trio of Tim 
Lincecum, Matt Cain, and Jonathan Sanchez 
can shut down opposing offenses. Neftali Fe-
liz and the rest of the Texas bullpen looked 
solid against the Yankees, but were never 
tested in any high-pressure, close game situ-
ations, while the Giants’ Brian Wilson saved 
three of San Francisco’s wins (and got the 
win in the fourth).

The Giants will also have home-field ad-
vantage in spacious AT&T Park, thanks to the 
National League’s win in the All-Star Game, 
creating an additional challenge for Texas 
hitters. The Giants will produce enough runs 
to reach Game 7, where Lincecum will out-
duel Lee and San Francisco will see its first-
ever World Series champion.

Prediction: Giants in 7
—David Zhu

By The Tech Sports staff

The 2010 MLB postseason season is drawing to a close, but two teams remain. The 
Texas Rangers, the American League champions, advanced to the World Series by domi-
nating the New York Yankees four out the six games on the ALCS, winning each by 5 
runs or more. They pitched better, hit better, and generally overwhelmed the defending 
champions. Their opponents in the Fall Classic will be the San Francisco Giants, who de-
feated the Philadelphia Phillies by winning three of their four games by one run. Behind 
both their clutch hitting and their superior bullpen, which strung together seven innings 
of scoreless relief in Game 6. Who will manage to pull out four more wins and bring the 
first World Series title to their home cities? The Tech’s Sports staff weigh in...

The Tech’s predictions for the MLB World Series
After utter failure with pennant picks, the Sports Staff try to redeem themselves... 

MARtiN MARtiNeZ RiveRA

Jonathan K. tebes ’14 (11) charges up the midfield during Saturday’s game against Clark University. Tebes scored the En-
gineers’ only goal, leading MIT to a 1-0 win.

By John romanishin
teAM RepReSeNtAtive

For the third straight year at Collegiate 
National Track Championship, the MIT Cy-
cling team has won the overall Omnium 
team award among Division II schools. This 
happened despite only sending four MIT 
riders to the 2010 event, held Sept. 23-25 in 
Indianapolis.

Track racing is a fast-paced and exciting 
branch of cycling that is held on an ellipti-
cal, banked track called a velodrome. Riders 
use a single fixed gear, and are not allowed 
to have brakes on their bikes. The sport had 
been more popular in the past, but is making 
a comeback. Although track racing requires 
great physical strength and endurance — 
racing speeds approach 40 mph — it also de-
mands intense mental strength and strategic 
thinking.

In addition to winning the Team Omnium, 
just ahead of DePauw University and the U.S. 
Military Academy, MIT placed 10th in both 
the Team Sprint and the Team Pursuit. Other 
highlights include almost all of the races of 
team captain Michael L. Garrett G. Garrett, a 
student in nuclear science and engineering, 
has been racing track for many years. Garrett 
took fourth in the 4 kilometer Pursuit, fifth in 
the Points Race, and sixth in the Individual 
Omnium. Laura R Ralston G, an economics 
student, also managed an impressive 10th 
place in the Women’s 3 kilometer Pursuit.

Nick C. Loomis G and Zachary A. LaBry 
G, both students in mechanical engineer-
ing, rounded out the team. Although this will 
probably be Loomis’ last season racing with 
the team, he was happy that “the track team 
has continued to interest a number of rid-
ers due to its variety of races, and this year’s 
win is a great example of how that variation 
in skills came together through both the in-
dividual and team events to edge out our 
competition.”

Although originally worried about the 
smaller-than-usual team, Garrett was thank-
ful that “everyone worked together and raced 
exceptionally well to secure our third con-
secutive national title.”

The MIT cycling team will be looking to 
recruit new members and to defend its title 
in 2011. 

By Mindy Brauer
DApeR StAFF

The MIT men’s soccer team extended 
its unbeaten streak to 10 following a 1-0 
victory over Clark University in a NEW-
MAC contest on Saturday. Jonathan K. 
Tebes ’14 registered the lone goal of the 
contest in the 74th minute for the Engi-
neers, who are currently ranked No. 7 in 
the latest NCAA New England Regional 
poll.

The first half was a defensive battle al-
though MIT (10-2-1, 4-0-1 NEWMAC) had 
a 10-2 advantage in shots and a 4-1 edge 
in corner kicks. The Cougars nearly got on 
the board (5-7-2, 1-2-2 NEWMAC) when 
they were awarded a free kick just outside 
the box early in the half. However, his low 
shot was smothered by MIT goalie Dylan 
S. Rankin ’12. Christian W. Therkelsen ’11 

tested Clark’s goalie on the ensuing coun-
terattack with a bouncing shot, but he was 
denied the scoring opportunity. With less 
than five minutes to play in the half, MIT’s 
Benjamin A. Lewis ’13 sent a through ball 
which was initially stopped by the oppos-
ing goalie. Therkelsen corralled the loose 
ball and managed to get a shot off which 
was turned away by the defense. Zachary 
A. Kabelac ’12 gathered the rebound but 
his follow up was off target.

Early in the second stanza, Kabelac 
and Doenmez both had breakaways but 
their shots were just wide of the net. Al-
varez came up with a pair of big saves on 
a left-footed strike by Matthew A. Mon-
heit ’14 and then a curving blast from 
Therkelsen.

In the 67th minute, Van Noppen sent 
a dangerous free kick from 40 yards away 
that bent around the defense. Unfortu-

nately, Clark was unable to capitalize and 
put a shot on goal.

The Engineers ended the deadlock 
in the 74th minute when Tebes took the 
ball away from the Cougars’ backfield. In 
a one-on-one situation, Tebes sent a low 
shot that grazed the inside of the far post 
and bounced in for his third marker of the 
season.

Down the stretch, Chase T. Anderson 
’11 was denied on a pair of point-blank at-
tempts, helping keep Clark within striking 
distance. The Cougars maintained pos-
session during the final minutes of play, 
but the MIT defense was impenetrable.

Rankin finished the day with three 
saves en route to his fourth shutout of the 
season.

Next up for MIT will be its regular-
season finale on Saturday, Oct. 30 when it 
hosts conference rival Wheaton College. 

Cycling 
wins nat’ls

Soccer extends unbeaten streak to 10
Tebes scores in 74th minute to give MIT 1-0 win over Clark Univ.


