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Newspaper

Weather, p. 2

In Short
OpenCourseWare will remain as a free service despite 
rumors that started as a result of the article “M.I.T. Weighs 
Charges for Online Lectures” published by the International 
Herald Tribune on September 26, according to OCW Execu-
tive Director Cecilia d’Oliveira.

Laptop STOP tagging will be held today and tomorrow on 
the first floor of the Stata Center. Protect your laptop for $10.

The State of the Institute Forum will be held this Wednesday 

at 1 p.m. in Kresge Auditorium. At 2 p.m., the MIT Community 
is invited to take part in a community social on Kresge Oval.

The 20th First Annual Ig Nobel Prize Ceremony will be 
held this Thursday, 7:30 p.m. at Harvard. Tickets are sold out, 
but a live webcast will be available on YouTube. 

Save a life! Donate blood today and Thursday between 1 
p.m.–6 p.m. or tomorrow 8 a.m.–1p.m. on the second floor of 
the Student Center

Send news information and tips to news@tech.mit.edu.

tUe: 76°f | 64°f

Chance of showers

WeD: 78°f | 63°f

Mostly cloudy

thU: 71°f | 59°f

Rain

SeCtIonS
World & Nation  � � �2
Opinion  � � � � � � � � �4
Fun Pages  � � � � � � �6
Sports  � � � � � � � � � 16

SqUaSh at 
Symphony hall
Four squash titans 
faced off Wednesday 
night at Boston’s 
Symphony Hall� One 
triumphed� SPO, p. 16

mItWIt
Meeting a lot of new 
people on campus? Some 
advice�  
FUN, p. 6

IS the IFC gooD For FratS?
Does the IFC feel pressured to make 
examples of fraternities? OPN, p. 4

not In the gIvIng mooD
Charity events are supposed to make 
you feel good, not ripped off� OPN, p. 4

pBe alUmS WrIte 
In aBoUt plIght
Alumni are protesting 
PBE’s 4-year suspension 
for hazing, arguing that 
the process was hasty 
and unfair� OPN, p. 5

By Isabella Wei

On September 11, Simmons’s 
discussion mailing list, sponge-talk, 
went aflame after the release of Prop-
osition 10, a GRT’s effort to expedite 
the development of dorm culture 
within Simmons. Proposition 10, an 
unofficial document, calls for the di-
vision of the Simmons government 
into ten autonomous sections, each 
responsible for its own budget, con-
stitution, freshman recruitment, and 
GRT placement. The proposition re-
flects the dissatisfaction among resi-
dents about the lack of dorm culture 
in Simmons Hall.

While splitting the government 

into autonomous sections would 
force Simmons to build smaller com-
munities, Sarah B. Laskey ’11, Chair 
of Simmons’ House Committee, does 
not think that Proposition 10, as de-
signed, would fix the problems fac-
ing Simmons. “The problems they’re 
trying to address with [Proposition 
10]…are real and worth looking at,” 
she said. 

Simmons President Christina R. 
Johnson ’11 (also president of the 
Dormitory Council) said that “it 
would not be sustainable to try and 
run ten different governments.”

For some Simmons residents, liv-
ing on a particular floor or tower has 
never meant much to them. Sarah B. 

Laskey ’11, Chair of Simmons’ House 
Committee, said that “there are plac-
es in [Simmons] where people don’t 
leave their rooms, the halls are quiet, 
and you don’t know your neighbors.” 

According to Simmons resident 
Samuel M. Thompson ’12, dorms 
like Burton-Conner and East Cam-
pus have distinct cultures associated 
with each floor or wing. “Often times 
groups move from year to year so you 
don’t have that kind of wing situa-
tion that you have in East Campus, 
where one floor has one specific kind 
of their own community but it’s not 
permanent and it’s not localized.” He 

Sarang n. KulKarni

Dave Munro of the band Air Traffic Controller performs at Fred-
Fest III at the East Campus courtyard last Friday�

To improve Simmons culture, 
some talk of dorm revolution
Proposal would split dorm into 10 independent houses

PBE hazing 
details still 
undisclosed 
IFC confirms hazing 
took place in January

Parents of dead student 
sue MIT, Delta Upsilon
Parents accuse parties of negligence in the 2008 
death of Robert Wells, who fell out of a window

Stem cell court battle 
reaches appeals stage

Joanna Kao—The Tech

A Bank of America ATM in Building E52, the Sloan Build-
ing, was pried open and robbed on Saturday morning� The 
window behind the machine was broken from the inside, the 
ATM was emptied of all money�

By Aparna Sud

The parents of deceased MIT 
student Robert M. Wells ’08 sued 
MIT and the Delta Upsilon frater-
nity on May 21, 2010, alleging 26 
counts of wrongful death. 

Two years ago, on Saturday, 
March 1, Wells plunged five stories 
from the DU fraternity house at 526 
Beacon Street to his death. He was 
a senior in course IX, Brain and 
Cognitive Sciences, and a brother 
of DU.

The lawsuit, filed by Michael 
and Laura Wells in Suffolk County 
Superior Court, says that Wells 
sustained “massive injuries includ-
ing blunt impact to his head, skull 
fractures, lacerations and contu-
sions of his brain, subarachnoid 

hemorrhage, etc.” as a “direct and 
proximate result of both DU and 
MIT’s negligence” and “failure to 
correct or warn the condition,” of 
Wells’s living quarters. He opened 
the window adjacent to his bed for 
the “purpose of allowing cold air 
into his bedroom.” Shortly thereaf-
ter, around 5:45 a.m., he was pro-
nounced dead.

The Wells’ allege that the house’s 
heating system “was notoriously 
difficult to control” and “was con-
trolled by one unreliable thermo-
stat,” so brothers “would often open 
the windows in winter months in 
an effort to get comfortable and to 
control the temperatures in their 
bedrooms.”

By Jeff Guo and Joanna Kao
STaff reporTerS

A week after the News Office an-
nounced the decision to suspend the 
fraternity Phi Beta Epsilon (PBE) for haz-
ing, parties remain tight-lipped about 
details of the case. 

The Interfraternity Council (IFC), the 
student body that governs the fraterni-
ties, has released some information to 
The Tech, mostly about how the case 
against PBE played out.

But information about the most im-
portant matter — the nature and sever-
ity of the hazing allegations — continues 
to be withheld. Neither the IFC, which 
handled the case initially, nor the FSILG 
office, which was involved with the sub-
sequent appeal, nor the members of PBE 
have offered any details about what PBE 
did, and why it was considered hazing.

The IFC has confirmed that in the 
days leading up to the beginning of fall 
rush, an anonymous source gave the IFC 
a document that described new member 
education activities that PBE conducted 
with its pledge class of 2013 in January 
2010. The IFC said that PBE confirmed 
that the document belonged to PBE.

By John A. Hawkinson
newS ediTor

A three-judge panel in the 
DC Circuit Court of Appeals 
heard oral arguments in the 
stem cell case yesterday, and 
also rejected the University of 
California’s motion to become 
a party to the case. Additionally, 
the government filed several 
motions before the lower court 
late last night, seeking judge-
ment in their favor.

The case is Sherley v. Sebe-
lius, where adult stem cell re-

searchers (the plaintiffs) are su-
ing the government to prevent 
the use of federal money to fund 
human embryonic stem cell re-
search. A lower court issued a 
preliminary injunction barring 
the work, but it has been tempo-
rarily lifted by the appeals court 
while it hears arguments for a 
more permanent lifting.

Oral argument
The argument began yes-

terday morning shortly after 10 

Simmons, Page 12

PBE, Page 14 Wells, Page 13

Stem cells, Page 10
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Weather

Wet weather ahead
By allison a. wing

STAFF METEorologiST

With no hurricanes cur-
rently active in the Atlantic, to-
day’s weather description will 
focus on New England’s cur-
rent weather. For the next cou-
ple days, there will continue to 
be cloudy, rainy weather. Last 
night there was the unusual oc-
currence of temperatures ris-
ing overnight; a consequence 
of a warm frontal passage. This 
frontal passage is responsible 
for the warm, humid weather 
today, with a chance of show-
ers throughout the day. With 

rain that could be heavy at 
times as well as strong winds, it 
will certainly not be the nicest 
of weather. Tomorrow will also 
be cloudy with a slight chance 
of showers, especially in the 
evening. By Thursday, a strong 
low pressure system is forecast 
to track into the Northeast, 
bringing tropical moisture with 
it, although there is still uncer-
tainty in the timing. The com-
bination of high levels of pre-
cipitable water and lift means 
that there is the potential for 
heavy rain and urban flooding 
from Wednesday night to Fri-
day morning.

extended Forecast
Today: Cloudy and humid with afternoon rain showers. High 

76°F (24°C). South winds at 10-15 mph, gusts 30 mph.
Tonight: Cloudy with a chance of showers. Low 64°F (18°C). 

South winds at 10-15 mph gusting to 25 mph.
Tomorrow: Mostly cloudy, chance of evening showers. High 

78°F (26°C). Low 63°F (17°C). SW winds at 10-15 mph.
Thursday: Cloudy with rain. High 71°F (22°C). Low 59°F 

(15°C). South winds at 5-10 mph.

Situation for noon Eastern time, tuesday, September 28, 2010
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By Mark Mcdonald
ThE NEw York TiMES 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
youngest son of Kim Jong Il, North 
Korea’s reclusive leader, has been 
promoted to a military general, that 
country’s official Korean Central 
News Agency reported early Tues-
day, the clearest sign yet that he is 
in line to succeed his father as the 
country’s leader.

A brief dispatch by KCNA said 
the son, Kim Jong Un, and five oth-
ers had been made generals in the 
Korea People’s Army. It was the first 
time that KCNA or any North Korean 
news outlet had mentioned by name 
the son, who is either 27 or 28.

The new roster of generals also 
included Kim Kyong Hui, the elder 
Kim’s sister. She is the wife of Jang 
Seong Taek, often regarded by out-
side analysts as the No. 2 man in the 
North and a potential caretaker for 
the government should Kim Jong Il, 

68, who is in failing health, become 
incapacitated.

The news came hours after del-
egates to a rare gathering of the ruling 
Workers’ Party arrived in the North 
Korean capital, Pyongyang, on Mon-
day as the party began final prepara-
tions for a meeting that could provide 
further signals about Kim Jong Un’s 
debut. Photographs from Pyongyang 
showed banners and posters an-
nouncing the meeting, and there has 
been speculation in the South Korean 
media about the possible anointing 
of the younger Kim.

Little is known about Kim Jong 
Un, and most of what is has been 
culled from defectors and web-
sites that collect information from 
sources in the North. In the North 
Korean media he has been referred 
to as the “Young General,” “Youth 
Captain Kim” and even “CNC,” 
short for computer numerical con-
trol, to demonstrate his bona fides 
as a leader for the 21st century. He 

is said to have attended boarding or 
military school in Switzerland and 
spent several years in the military.

Korea experts had long tapped 
his brother, Kim Jong Nam, 39, as 
the most likely heir, until he took an 
ill-fated trip to Tokyo Disneyland 
using a fake passport. All the same, 
Kim Jong Un might have remained 
an obscure figure, but his father 
had a stroke in 2008, quickening the 
timetable for the succession.

In a conservative Confucian so-
ciety that reveres age, selling the 
public and, more important, the 
elite on a leader in his 20s is not 
easy. State-controlled media seem 
to be making a virtue of necessity, 
emphasizing not only Kim Jong 
Un’s computer expertise but also 
his freshness and youth, circulating 
songs, poems and posters singing 
his praises. He has lately accompa-
nied his father on factory tours and 
was said to have joined him on a re-
cent trip to China.

Kim’s son is elevated to general 
before North Korea meeting

Petraeus says Taliban have 
reached out to Karzai

By alissa J. rubin
ThE NEw York TiMES 

PARWAN, Afghanistan — The 
top American commander in Af-
ghanistan said Monday that high-
level Taliban leaders had reached 
out to senior Afghan government 
officials in the context of start-
ing reconciliation discussions that 
could pave the way to end the fight-
ing in Afghanistan.

For months, efforts at recon-
ciliation have been stalled at every 
level, and this is the first explicit 
public suggestion that there is ex-
tensive behind-the-scenes contact 
between insurgents and the Afghan 
government.

Gen. David H. Petraeus, in a 
meeting with reporters after a tour 
of the largely United States-run 
detention facility here, where U.S. 
forces detain Afghans they suspect 
of supporting the insurgency, said 
the Taliban were making efforts to 
establish contact with senior mem-
bers of the Afghan government.

“There are very high-level Tali-
ban leaders who have sought to 

reach out to the highest levels of 
the Afghan government and, in-
deed, have done that,” Petraeus 
said.

The conditions of President 
Hamid Karzai “are very clear, very 
established, and, certainly, we 
support them as we did in Iraq, as 
the U.K. did in Northern Ireland; 
this is how you end these kinds of 
insurgencies,” Petraeus said, re-
ferring to the conditions among 
others that the Taliban respect 
the country’s Constitution and lay 
down arms.

He added that any strategy had 
to be comprehensive and also in-
clude traditional elements of coun-
terinsurgency strategy, like training 
Afghan security forces, and also 
“coming to grips with the situation 
in which there are sanctuaries for 
the insurgents outside the borders 
of the country in which we are lo-
cated, and it involves, in a sense, a 
war of words, of information.”

American support for the pro-
cess is in part a recognition that 
“Oh, by the way, you are not going 
to kill or capture your way out of an 

industrial-strength insurgency,” Pe-
traeus said, underscoring the scale 
of Taliban activity.

The talks are continuous, ac-
cording to people knowledgeable 
about them.

Petraeus’ embrace of talks comes 
at a difficult moment in the war and 
at a time when many politicians in 
the United States are searching for 
a way to bring the troops home as 
soon as possible. Popular support 
has ebbed amid a steady drumbeat 
of reports documenting the Tali-
ban’s persistence despite the killing 
of large numbers.

Although on its face a peace 
deal with the Taliban appears to be 
a necessary ingredient for the with-
drawal of international troops, a 
reconciliation with the insurgents is 
also so controversial among many 
Afghans that the United States is in 
a delicate position in supporting it. 
At this point, though, it seems there 
is an acknowledgment that it would 
not be possible to win against an 
insurgency of this scale and that a 
peace deal might be a major part of 
any exit strategy.

CIA intensifies drone 
airstrikes within Pakistan

WASHINGTON — The CIA has drastically increased its 
bombing campaign in the mountains of Pakistan in recent 
weeks, U.S. officials said, strikes that are part of an effort by 
military and intelligence operatives to try to cripple the Taliban 
in a stronghold being used to plan attacks against U.S. troops 
in Afghanistan.

As part of its covert war in the region, the CIA has launched 
20 attacks with armed drone aircraft in September, the most 
ever during a single month, and more than twice the number 
in a typical month. This expanded air campaign comes as top 
officials are racing to stem the rise of U.S. casualties before the 
Obama administration’s comprehensive review of its Afghani-
stan strategy set for December.

American and European officials are also evaluating reports 
of possible terrorist plots in the West from militants based in 
Pakistan.

—Mark Mazzetti and Eric Schmitt, The New York Times  

Pom Juice beneficial?  
not so, FTC says

WASHINGTON — Pom Wonderful, the pricey and popular 
pomegranate juice sold in the distinctly curvaceous bottle, is 
advertised as helping reduce the risk of heart disease, prostate 
cancer and impotence. According to the Federal Trade Com-
mission, though, the evidence does not back up those claims.

On Monday, the FTC charged Pom Wonderful, which mar-
kets the juice, and the company’s owners, billionaire philan-
thropists Lynda and Stewart Resnick of Los Angeles, with mak-
ing false and unsubstantiated claims about the power of their 
pomegranate elixir.

In a complaint that seeks to prevent the company from mak-
ing any further medical claims unless they are substantiated by 
the Food and Drug Administration, the commission said the 
company ignored evidence that contradicted its claims that the 
juice could help prevent or treat heart disease, reduce the risk 
of prostate cancer and overcome erectile dysfunction.

—Edward Wyatt, The New York Times

This Halloween, it’s BP green 
with a sheen

MIAMI — Lady Gaga will likely become this Halloween’s 
hottest celebrity — Madonna with meat, as one costume sales-
man described it — but when it comes to message-minded 
get-ups, political ghouls like Barackula are out and corporate 
horror is in.

All across the Gulf Coast and the country, the costume in-
spiring guffaws and flying off the shelves consists of a green 
jumpsuit covered in oil with BP in a sunburst logo over the 
left breast. The BP stands for “bad planning,” according to its 
creator, a Long Island company called Fun World, but only Rip 
Van Winkle would miss the joke.

“What’s unique is that it combines the horror of Halloween with 
the topicality of the disaster,” said Alan Geller, 53, a vice president 
at Fun World. “We’re like ‘Saturday Night Live’ in a costume.”

Geller, who drives an electric car, said he was crushed by the 
spill but doubted that a costume could comment until someone 
in a meeting described the mess as “really bad planning.” Before 
they knew it, a designer retooled a “killer mechanic” costume — 
adding BP, changing the jumpsuit from blue to green, and the 
splattered blood to black oil. Now Fun World had a dangerous 
rigger on its hands, or a victim of corporate carelessness.

Either way, it worked. Geller has plans to produce more 
than 10,000 suits, with several dollars out of every sale, he says, 
going to families affected by the spill. 

—Damien Cave, The New York Times 
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Tech firms resist India on 
software code secrets

NEW DELHI — In the last year, the Indian government sur-
prised foreign telecommunications equipment suppliers like Hua-
wei, Alcatel-Lucent and Cisco Systems by temporarily blocking the 
import of new network gear.

The government said it needed to set up a procedure to detect 
any software embedded in the machines that could be used by for-
eign governments to spy on or otherwise harm India. Many orders 
for equipment were stalled for several months and gear from Chi-
nese vendors has been held up for much of the year.

India has loosened restrictions on equipment imports. The 
country is no longer blocking the imports altogether, but is now 
requiring equipment makers to obtain government clearance on a 
case-by-case basis. Or vendors can agree instead to several condi-
tions including depositing source code — the underlying software 
instructions for the equipment — with the government, as well as 
having the equipment tested by independent consultants.

“This code is the secret sauce,” said an executive with a Western 
telecom vendor, who spoke on condition of anonymity because 
his firm does not publicly discuss negotiations with governments. 
“That’s why companies are hesitant to do it. Companies invest bil-
lions of dollars in research to come up with innovative ways to de-
velop infrastructure, and they’re just asking to have it.”

Handing over that vast amount of data, that executive and oth-
ers in the industry said, may also violate American technology 
transfer laws for software developed in the United States, as well as 
software licensing agreements the equipment makers have made 
with other companies.

—Vikas Bajaj and Ian Austen, The New York Times

On basic religion test, many 
Americans doth not pass

Americans are by all measures a deeply religious people, but 
they are also deeply ignorant about religion.

Researchers from the independent Pew Forum on Religion and 
Public Life phoned more than 3,400 Americans and asked them 32 
questions about the Bible, Christianity and other world religions, 
famous religious figures and the constitutional principles govern-
ing religion in public life.

On average, people who took the survey answered half the questions 
incorrectly, and many flubbed even questions about their own faith.

Those who scored the highest were atheists and agnostics, as 
well as two religious minorities: Jews and Mormons. The results 
were the same even after the researchers controlled for factors like 
age and racial differences.

“Even after all these other factors, including education, are 
taken into account, atheists and agnostics, Jews and Mormons still 
outperform all the other religious groups in our survey,” said Greg 
Smith, a senior researcher at Pew.

—Laurie Goodstein, The New York Times 

Socialists’ economic policy in 
Portugal wins support

Portugal must stick to plans to cut public spending and possibly 
raise taxes further, according to a report released Monday by the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development amid a 
political standoff over the country’s budget plans.

The report by the organization, a group of more than two dozen 
industrialized countries, broadly endorsed the fiscal policy ad-
opted by the Socialist government of Prime Minister Jose Socrates. 
That policy pledges to lower the country’s budget deficit to 7.3 per-
cent of gross domestic product this year, down from 9.3 percent last 
year, and to 4.6 percent in 2011.

The Socialist government has recently been locked in a dispute 
over the 2011 budget with the opposition Social Democrats, who 
are refusing to endorse any additional tax increases.

—Raphael Minder, The New York Times 

Southwest, determined to 
expand, buys Airtran

Southwest Airlines, the nation’s biggest low-cost carrier, said in a 
surprise announcement Monday that it had agreed to buy its smaller 
rival AirTran Airways for $1.4 billion. The planned merger would be 
the third in the last two years in the battered airline industry, after 
Delta Air Lines bought Northwest in 2008, and the tie-up between 
United Airlines and Continental, due to be completed Friday.

The Southwest deal comes as the demand for air travel remains 
sluggish. Even with the airlines holding down capacity, indus-
try executives say, there are still too many planes chasing too few 
passengers. Airline analysts and some executives said the market 
would eventually center on just three or four major airlines.

—Jad Mouawad, The New York Times 

Maker of Blackberry introduces 
a new tablet

OTTAWA — Research In Motion, the Canadian maker of the 
BlackBerry smart phone, introduced its first tablet computer Mon-
day at a developers conference in San Francisco. But in a return 
to its roots, the company said that the new device, the BlackBerry 
PlayBook, would be aimed mainly at business users.

After popularizing wireless e-mail, RIM has ceded much of its 
leadership in the smart-phone market to Apple and phones based 
on Google’s Android operating system.

The introduction of a tablet computer will not end criticism from 
some analysts that RIM is now playing catch-up with Apple. But in a bid 
to distinguish the PlayBook from Apple’s iPad, Michael Lazaridis, RIM’s 
co-chief executive, said that the new tablet contained several features 
requested by corporate information technology departments.

—Ian Austen, The New York Times  

Dark horse emerges in Alaska race 
for Senate: the incumbent

By William Yardley
The New York Times 

JUNEAU, Alaska — The night Lisa 
Murkowski announced she would 
mount a write-in campaign to retain 
her Senate seat, she acknowledged 
to a crowd of supporters that her 
odds were slim. Then she prompted 
a defiant roar: Invoking Native Alas-
kan culture, she told the crowd that 
the ancient Aleutian language con-
tained no word for “impossible.”

It was a deft play to the state’s 
strong sense of identity and a di-
rect appeal to native communities, 
whose support could prove crucial. 
It was also inaccurate. The word in 
Aleut is haangina-lix.

“It’s very clear that you can say ‘im-
possible,”’ said Gary Holton, director of 
the Alaska Native Language Archive.

The facts line up starkly against 
Murkowski: The only person ever 
elected to the U.S. Senate as a write-
in candidate was Strom Thurmond 
of South Carolina, in 1954. No one 

in Alaska has ever been elected 
statewide as a write-in. Joe Miller, 
the Tea Party star who narrowly de-
feated Murkowski in the Republican 
primary, now has the support of the 
Washington Republican establish-
ment and is raising money quickly.

So why do plenty of people here, 
from analysts to many rank-and-file 
Republicans, think that Murkowski, 
53, who first came to office through 
the easiest route imaginable (her fa-
ther, then the governor, appointed 
her in 2002), could well pull off the 
impossible?

Because in a matter of weeks, she 
has morphed from establishment 
incumbent to renegade underdog. 
For many, it could be an ego-crush-
ing transition, from sitting senator 
to plaintive write-in, but Murkowski 
is using it to her advantage, painting 
herself as the maverick in this race.

It was Sarah Palin who turned 
the state on its head in 2006 when 
she defeated Murkowski’s father, the 
incumbent, in a landslide in the Re-

publican primary for governor. And 
of course there is Miller, a largely un-
known lawyer who won last month’s 
primary by portraying Murkowski as 
a symbol of broken Washington and 
himself as the rebel.

Now Murkowski, already armed 
with a substantial campaign ac-
count and a well-known name (if 
not one that is easy to spell), has her 
own dark horse story.

“I failed as a candidate with my 
campaign in ensuring that Alaskans 
understood the urgency and why 
it was important that I retain this 
seat,” the senator told a crowd of 
supporters who gathered here last 
week. “And further I failed in de-
fending my record and quite hon-
estly allowed it to be trashed there 
towards the end.”

Referring to the time between 
her write-in announcement Sept. 17 
and the Nov. 2 election, Murkowski 
promised her supporters, “I’m go-
ing to give you the best 45 days of 
my life.”

As Florida condos sit empty, 
voters enter battle on growth

By Damien Cave
The New York Times 

BOYNTON BEACH, Fla. — Lesley 
Blackner drove through a maze of 
condominium towers, rarely seeing 
any curtains in the windows, or resi-
dents, and tried to contain her anger.

“They’ve crammed as much as 
they can in here,” she said this month, 
noting that just a few years ago cows 
grazed on the land west of Interstate 
95. “The people around here didn’t 
want it — they objected. But the City 
Commission did it anyway.”

Even now, with about 300,000 
residential units sitting empty 
around the state, the push to build 
continues. Since 2007, local govern-
ments have approved zoning and 
other land use changes that would 
add 550,000 residential units and 
1.4 billion square feet of commer-
cial space, state figures show.

So for Blackner, a Palm Beach 
lawyer, the real estate crisis is not 
just the fault of Wall Street, Wash-
ington or misguided borrowers; it 

is also the back-scratching bond be-
tween elected officials and builders 
— a common source of frustration 
in weak real estate markets wher-
ever developers are still fighting to 
add more housing.

In Florida, at least, Blackner 
hopes to put an end to the chronic 
oversupply with a ballot initiative 
she has labeled “Hometown De-
mocracy.”

Amendment 4, as it is officially 
called, would give Floridians a vote 
on changes to state-mandated plans 
for growth in every county and mu-
nicipality. Much of the potential im-
pact of the measure is up for debate, 
with important details most likely 
to be decided by the courts.

But if it is added to the state’s 
constitution — which would re-
quire 60 percent approval on Elec-
tion Day — critics and supporters 
envision revolutionary change.

Leaders of the Yes on 4 cam-
paign, including Blackner, say it 
would end a culture of freewheel-
ing development that began when 

Hamilton Disston started dredging 
Florida swamps in the 1880s. Critics, 
led by chambers of commerce, say 
the measure would lead to lost jobs, 
chaos and expensive court battles.

But this is not an even fight. 
Blackner’s group has raised $2.4 
million (with $800,000 from her 
own pocket), but most of it was 
spent on getting on the ballot.

The No on 4 campaign has raised 
nearly $12 million through a series 
of political action committees. The 
Florida Association of Realtors is 
its largest single contributor, giving 
more than $2.3 million.

The nation’s biggest homebuild-
ers, after receiving a multibillion-
dollar bailout from Congress this 
year, have also been quite generous. 
A rural area like Jackson County has 
room for 996 years of residential 
growth at current rates, according 
to a 2009 state analysis. Charlotte 
County has 162 years of growth in 
its plan, while St. Lucie County has 
the capacity to house its growing 
population for the next 212 years.

Zeal for dream drove scientist 
in secrets case

By William J. Broad
The New York Times 

Many people who know P. Leon-
ardo Mascheroni describe him as a 
maverick and a technology zealot. 
Now, the Justice Department will 
try to prove that he is dangerous, 
too — a man willing to sell atomic 
secrets in exchange for a chance to 
realize his dream.

Mascheroni, 75, is a nuclear sci-
entist who has spent the 22 years 
since he left the Los Alamos National 
Laboratory trying to sell Congress, 
the scientific community, journalists 
— anyone who would listen, really — 
on his plan to build a giant laser for 
the achievement of nuclear fusion.

His plan earned respect and high-
level endorsements, but the govern-
ment chose a different path. Rather 
than give up, Mascheroni redoubled 
his campaign, sending out lengthy 
technical documents from his home 
in New Mexico to try to coax Wash-
ington to finance his laser.

“You’d get these fat FedEx pack-
ages,” said Steven Aftergood, a se-
curity expert at the Federation of 
American Scientists.

As he was snubbed by Congress 
and federal experts, Mascheroni, a 
naturalized citizen who was born in 
Argentina, grew increasingly frus-
trated and bitter. He became known 
in Washington for veiled threats to 
take his atomic expertise abroad 
unless the government backed his 
laser plan. He seemed to think that 
he could bully the federal establish-
ment into big spending, according 
to people on the receiving end of 
his missives.

“He came at you like a force 
of nature,” recalled Matthew G. 
McKinzie, a former Los Alamos re-
searcher who is now at the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, a pri-
vate group in Washington. “He and 
his coterie of followers at Los Ala-
mos believed his approach could 
provide a source of limitless, clean 
energy for humanity.”

A 22-count indictment against 
Mascheroni, made public Sept. 17, 
quotes his wife, Marjorie, as saying 
that he would “make bombs” over-
seas “if they don’t listen to him in 
Washington.” She has been charged 
as a co-conspirator, and both of 
them have pleaded not guilty.

Mascheroni’s world began to 
crumble in October, when federal 
agents raided his home in Los Ala-
mos, hauling away his computers 
and hundreds of paper files. When 
reached by phone, he said at the time 
that he was suspected of treason.

Clearly rattled, Mascheroni de-
clared his innocence. He defended 
his actions, including his interac-
tions with the man who had rep-
resented himself as a Venezuelan 
contact but who Mascheroni by 
then suspected — correctly — was 
an informant for the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation.

“It was a way of getting attention 
in Congress” and trying to prompt 
hearings on Capitol Hill about the 
nation’s fusion program, he said of 
his decision to talk with the would-
be foreigner.

“I told them, ‘If you don’t have 
hearings, I’m going to leave,”’ he said. 
“And they didn’t have hearings.”

Mascheroni conceded that the 
man had promised him a lot of 
money but insisted that he wanted 
it simply “to make a big case. It was 
political leverage. That’s the bottom 
line.”
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A front-page caption on Friday misspelled the surname 
of Dean of Engineering Subra Suresh ScD ’81 in the first sen-
tence, while spelling it correctly in the second. It is Suresh, not 
Suresch.

A story Friday about the appointment of acting Dean of 

Engineering Cynthia Barnhart PhD ’88 mischaracterized the 
administrative classification of Transportation@MIT. Trans-
portation@MIT is an “initiative,” not a “center.” A center is a 
administrative term at MIT that implies a degree of formal 
recognition and status (staff, budgets, etc.) that initiatives do 
not have.

CORRECTIONS

When charity feels like a ripoff
Giving to charity is supposed to feel good — so why  
do some charity events make it feel so bad?

By Ronan Killian McGovern

Half an hour waiting in a long, snaking 
queue, or a “line,” according to the jargon 
over here. There’s room inside and no hold 
up for checking identification. It’s close to 
eleven at night and not cold outside, so 
we’re not complaining, but we’re thinking 
we should already be on the dance-floor. 
“What’s the hold up?” I ask a doorman 
walking outside along the queue, thanking 
us for our patience. 

“They’re collecting donations from peo-
ple as they go in, individually. I’m not so 
sure... They want privacy for donations, so 
you don’t feel like you’ve to match the per-
son before you... something like that.”

It wasn’t so clear in the door-man’s 
mind, or in my own either. Only a few 
more steps to the door. By now, we’d seen 
the long line, decided to try our luck at an-
other pub, then, having had no such luck, 
returned and queued our way through the 
line again.

“One by one, please,” a guy in front and 

his girlfriend were told. He took his turn in 
walking over towards a trio of doormen, 
then she her turn, before it came to me. I 
got a handshake. “So, the last few donations 
were ten dollars, how much would you like 
to donate?”

“I wouldn’t like to donate anything. I 
find it ridiculous to have a half an hour of a 
queue outside.”

“Well, the minimum donation is $5 dol-
lars to get in.”

I fumbled in my pockets and pulled out 
four dollars and a ten dollar note. “D’you 
have change for a tenner? I don’t feel like I 
should have to pay anything.” 

The argument didn’t go on much lon-

ger. “We’re at MIT”, I said, “there are loads 
of ways to make this work more efficiently.” 

I’d made my point; I wasn’t going to give 
out further to three lads who were giving up 
their free time to collect money for a char-
ity. Being told in the line that “We appreci-
ate your patience” when there were three at 
a desk to take donations off students on a 
one by one basis  — that is irony. More do-
nation desks, a standard cover charge; just 
two ways to avoid a visibly frustrated queue. 
You might think that individual donation 
negotiation would yield a better return, 
and it might, but you have to trade that off 
against the sour taste in student mouths. 
Well, maybe that’s just me.

So there’s the story; a short story with 
many layers to it, not at all on a personal 
level but more on a general, social and 
organizational level. Why should I resent 
giving in my $5 to a charitable cause, when 
the charity is blameless when it comes to 
event management? First, charity for me 
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“I wouldn’t like to 
donate anything. I find 
it ridiculous to have a 
half an hour of a queue 
outside.”

Is the IFC good for fraternities?
The IFC should give up self-governance for the sake of the fraternities

By David M. Templeton
sTaff coLumNisT

As a self-professed and widely-known 
“dorm advocate,” it is in my best interest for 
MIT to have a thriving fraternity commu-
nity. For one, having almost half of MIT’s 
men move out makes the gender ratio in 
the dorms much more favorable. But in all 
seriousness, everyone wants to live with 
other people who want to live with them, 
and the more living options available, the 
more likely everyone is to find the niche 
that makes them happy.

It is in this context that I posit: the cur-
rent style of fraternity leadership and gov-
ernance is detrimental to the fraternities 
themselves and the general residential 
community at MIT.

By “fraternity leadership,” I’m of course 
referring to the Interfraternity Council, or 
IFC. The Interfraternity Council has orga-
nizational goals of promoting inter-frat re-
lations, organizing umbrella events like the 
Greek Griller, doling out some funds, and 
assembling the fraternity presidents semi-
monthly for discussing issues of impor-
tance to their community. They also have a 
Judicial Committee charged with enforcing 
IFC policies, which mostly serve to protect 
the frats from themselves, put everyone on 
an even playing field for recruitment, and 
ostensibly keep fraternities from infuriat-
ing the dorms as much as possible during 
REX.

It’s the other, more consequential activi-

ties of the Judicial Committee, however, that 
concern me. Besides enforcing mundane 
recruitment rules, they punish fraternities 
for infractions that the Division of Student 
Life would care about: hazing, drinking at 
CPW parties, and other incidents of law 
and safety. The punishments issued for 
these infractions include extreme options 
such as denying a fraternity a pledge class, 
or expelling them completely.

Let’s talk about dorms for a moment. 
The analog to the IFC is the Dormitory 
Council, or DormCon. They handle most of 
the same umbrella activities as the IFC, but 
with less of a judicial presence. What would 
happen if a dorm was caught, say, making 
its freshmen run around in their underwear 
(hazing) or dispensing alcohol to prefrosh? 
Action would be taken primarily by the 
housemasters, with probably some official 
or unofficial nudging from the DSL. The 
punishments would hardly be slaps on the 
wrists, but they would be reasonable: meet-
ings with the residents discussing the sever-
ity of the problem, disallowing registered 
parties for a term or two, and a watchful 
eye from the housemaster going forward. 
The Committee on Discipline would get in-
volved in extreme cases, but these harsher 
actions would affect specific individuals re-
sponsible and not the whole dorm or larger 
dorm community. DormCon would largely 
be a spectator of this process, and they, for 
the most part, only mediate disagreements 
if they are asked to.

So why does the IFC punish frats in an 

extreme and unreasonable fashion? The 
answer seems simple: They are preoccu-
pied with keeping the fraternity system 
self-governed, and thus over-punish out of 
an abundance of caution to keep the DSL 
from stepping in. It is this existential anxi-
ety that is bad for the fraternities: Is suffer-
ing extreme punishment worth the self-
governance? My guess is no.

I believe the IFC should give up its self-
governance for the good of the fraternities 
it serves. It is apparent that dealing directly 
with the administration will result in more 
sane punishments for the fraternities, and 
have the side effect of allowing the IFC to 
focus more on the other thankless jobs they 
have.

This won’t be an easy change. No one 
likes giving up power when they have it and 
can keep it. However, when you are as mas-
ochistic as the IFC’s Judicial Committee, it 
takes a bucket of humility (and probably a 
lot of pushing from a coalition of frat presi-
dents) to make a tough change that’s bet-
ter for your community. Why do I think I’m 
the first person to seriously publicly sug-
gest this? Because there is a lot of loyalty 
within the fraternity system, and the afore-
mentioned protection of self-governance 
gives them a united, secretive public face. 
It is this internality that hurts them, and 
ultimately weakens the entire premise of 
housing at MIT.

david m. Templeton is the managing 
editor of The Tech. This column represents 
his opinions only.
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PBE is a uniquely 
MIT community

I am a Phi Bete. I have been a member 
since that warm Labor Day weekend in 
1971, when two words, “I pledge” brought 
the ringing of a chime and an unexpected 
sea of hands all clambering to shake mine 
in welcome. It is among the most memo-
rable moments my life, when an awkward, 
somewhat nerdy freshman was over-
whelmed with an outpouring of genuine, 
unconditional friendship and acceptance. 
I knew I had become part of something 
unique and good but could not imagine 
how this fraternity would so profoundly 
influence what I would become in life.

But today, this wonderful fraternity, 
which has meant so much to so many, 
contributed so significantly to MIT and 
which, throughout it’s history, has served 
as a paragon of decency and community 
involvement is threatened by the reckless, 
uninformed and short sighted decisions 
of a few individuals in the IFC. It is not 
my intent at this juncture to debate these 
actions. However, I feel duty bound to 
defend my Phi Beta Epsilon for the sake of 
current and past generations of broth-
ers who invested so much of themselves 
into this fraternity that it should thrive for 
many generations to come.

I am the 741st member of Phi Beta 
Epsilon, one in an unbroken line of MIT 
undergraduates, a line which began in 
1890 and continues through to our newest 
members in the class of ’13 (our second 
class of ’13). We are a local to MIT and al-
ways have been. We are not a “chapter” of 
a diffuse and remote national fraternity — 
we are the whole book. Unlike nationals, 
every member of our fraternity has been 
to MIT and deeply understands its unique 
culture of engineering, science and inno-
vation applied for the good of humanity. 
We are closely knit and dedicated to the 
Institute — we have to be as we only have 
each other and MIT. We have owned our 
home at 400 Memorial Drive since MIT 
moved from Boston. Fortunately, our early 
brothers had the prescience to see the 
long term value of investing in a vacant 
patch of landfill. Currently, our alumni 
leaders work extensively with our under-

graduate brothers to help them manage 
house affairs and nurture their growth as 
young men. 

Since 1977, I have chaired our annual 
reunions which first started in 1897. 
Each year these reunions bring together 
all classes and their families, including 
current undergraduate brothers, for a 
multi-day intergenerational exchange 
of memories, career perspectives and 
good times. Through this involvement, I 
have had the privilege of sharing almost 
a century of Phi Beta, and MIT, experi-
ences and interacting with each succeed-
ing group of undergraduate members. 
As a result, I can attest that this much is 

true — today’s undergraduate brothers, 
our “actives,” are among the brightest, 
most engaged, considerate, articulate and 
accomplished I have had the privilege of 
knowing. While they have grown to be a 
wonderfully diverse and inclusive group 
over the years, the fundamental values of 
brotherhood they embody have remained 
the same.

Phi Betes certainly owe a lot to MIT. 
The unparalleled education we received 
enabled us to pursue productive careers, 
become leaders in our respective disci-
plines, and make meaningful contribu-
tions to the quality of life across many 
segments of the global community. But, 
modesty aside, MIT has benefitted from 
Phi Betes as well. Across all years we have 
steadily served the Institute not only with 
our financial contributions but in service 
as members of the MIT Corporation, 
leadership in local alumni clubs, Edu-
cational Counselors, participants in the 
externship programs, and key supporters 
of programs such as MISTI, to name a few. 
The Reid Weedon ’41 award for alumni/
ae relations was established in recogni-
tion of his dedicated work on behalf of 
students groups and alumni. Our brothers 
also serve in numerous faculty and staff 
positions throughout the Institute. And 
next time you work out, play squash, or 
try to improve your tennis game, think 
about Brother Al Zesiger ’51, the family 
of Brother David Flett Dupont ’56, and 
Brother Jasper Carr ’16.

Yes, I am a Phi Bete and proud of it. I 
will be a Phi Bete to the end.

Mark D. Beasman ’75

PBE judicial process 
unjust

As three MIT and Phi Beta Epsilon 
alumni living in London, UK, we have been 
following closely the recent development 
with respect to the IFC’s decision to sus-
pend our fraternity for four years. After re-
viewing all the relevant information made 
available to us, we would like to express our 
deepest concern and condemnation for 
the unjust suspension of our fraternity. Phi 
Beta Epsilon has always fostered a strong 
sense of community and support for MIT 
at large. From the founding of the fraternity 
in 1890 to today, countless numbers of 
PBE alumni have carried on the tradition 
of financial support and volunteer service 
to MIT. While we shared a sense of pride of 
MIT, the recent unilateral and prejudiced 
decision by IFC to suspend Phi Beta Epsi-
lon is nothing short of a slap in the face for 
the loyalty many of us have demonstrated 
to MIT over several decades. 

We demand and expect a full, unbiased, 
investigation by an independent panel into 
the allegations, as well as justification of 
the penalty levy upon our beloved home in 
Cambridge. We believe we have been un-
fairly singled out and discriminated against 
by IFC members, who carried ulterior mo-
tives to close the door on PBE.

We demand PBE Corporation be given 
the opportunity to argue its case in front 
of this panel, and be allowed due repre-
sentation and opportunity to prove its 
innocence. It is unthinkable that 120 years 
of tradition of excellence and distin-
guished service to MIT will be erased by 
an inexperienced and faulty collection of 
undergraduate students from competing 
living groups, each with its own self inter-
est against PBE’s continued survival and 
service.

This decision, if upheld, will tarnish 
MIT’s standing worldwide. We trust you 
will give this letter, and the many that no 
doubt will follow, the attention it deserves. 
Until an open and independent review 
is completed, we must withhold further 
contributions to or participation in MIT-
related activities.

Lorenzo Levi ’90, T-Y Hsia ’90  
and Senad Prusac ’90

More thorough 
investigation 
necessary

As an MIT Alumnus and a member 
of the PBE fraternity community (’77), I 
would like to stand in support of the many 
sentiments so eloquently presented in pre-
vious letters forwarded to you from other 
PBE Alumni.

In addition, I would like to add that 
over the last three years, as architect of the 
future renovations to the PBE property, 
I have had the good fortune of getting to 
know the current “Active” members quite 
closely. They have impressed me as being 
some of the most responsible, mature, 
open, collegial, and engaged students I 
have encountered at the Institute in both 
my years as an MIT undergraduate and 
graduate student, and for seven years as 
a recent visiting associate professor in the 
Department of Architecture at MIT. 

All of the current Actives make me 
proud of my association with PBE, and 
question the allegations promulgated by a 
flawed hearing with the IFC. The charac-
terization of the PBE community and their 
alleged transgression of the Hazing Policy 
is at clear odds with the reality of the ac-
tions and character of the current actives 
and the nature of the initiation process. I, 
not a fraternal type to begin with, remem-
ber being repulsed as an MIT student by 
the idea of secret initiation rites. When 
actually confronted with them in my own 
initiation, which matches that of what I un-
derstand there currently to be, I was deeply 
surprised, impressed and moved by the 
emphasis on activities of “social service” 
rather than that of ugly adolescent behav-
ior. It provided a very positive influence 
on me as a young initiate, and one which I 
believe the Institute can equally embrace. 

PBE is in no way an “Animal House,” 
but rather a housing alternative where 
the students add to their many responsi-
bilities to the Institute that of governance, 
management and collaboration required to 
maintain a large home and and cohesion 
amongst a multicultural community — not 
an experience that most dormitories can 
provide.

I thus kindly request that you seek a 
more thorough investigation of the accu-
racy of the allegations and appropriateness 
of the punishment. The future existence 
and growth of a vital and contributing PBE 
community is at stake, as is the respect of 
the fairness of the MIT housing system. 

Alan Joslin ’77

PBE alumni respond to news of fraternity’s expulsion

Modesty aside, MIT 
has benefitted from Phi 
Betes as well. Across all 
years we have steadily 
served the institute…

We are not a chapter of 
a diffuse and remote 
national fraternity — 
we are the whole book.

is less about extracting money and more 
about generating interest in a cause — 
campaigns such as those at the gradu-
ate volunteer day from a few weeks ago. 
“Aggressive” is too strong a word, but my 
style wouldn’t be so “forthcoming” when 
it comes to lining students up individu-
ally to maximize donations. I like to make 
my donations with a sense of awareness 
and based on careful consideration of 
claimed benefits, not when I’m in an un-
expected and pressurized situation.

Second, and on a minor note, it was 
the profit from this MIT-BU event that 
was to go to the charity in question, not 
the entire donation from a student, or 
a defined percentage or amount. Per-
sonally, I would prefer to pay for a good 
student event and then make a contri-
bution to a charity who can account for 
100 percent of my donation. I never favor 
the approach of giving what’s left over to 
charity, although I recognize its advan-
tages from an event management point 
of view. 

This was a BU-MIT event designed to 
serve the needs of such students. In my 
opinion, graduate students attended the 
event primarily for the night out rather 
than for the charity aspect. Having to 
stand in an unnecessarily slow line and 

go through donation negotiation when 
my own college was running the event is 
not what I expected.

I’ve been in the States now for just 
over five weeks and little has surprised 
me. Little, because over here, there is a 
lot in common with back home — home 
for me being that little island off the east 
coast of Boston, Ireland. I’ve done the 
Graduate Student Council (GSC) orien-
tation events, from the campus walking 
tours, the residence BBQs, the reception 
under the dome and the presidential ad-
dress, to the harbour cruise, the orienta-
tion Olympics and an excellent hiking 
trip. Had such events been organized by 
a university administrative body, I would 
have deemed orientation to have been a 
great success. But for such a plan of ac-
tion to have been put in place by a mass 
of voluntary students and dedicated stu-
dent leaders! I have no words other than 
“Fair Play!” In the grand scale of things, 
my ranting about “Charity Extraction” 
is of small significance. As an opinion 
writer, with the rightful lack of authority 
I should have, I salute the success of the 
GSC orientation. I’m naive, with lots to 
learn, but lots to change and also to have 
changed in me.

Ronan Killian McGovern is a graduate 
student in the department of Mechanical 
Engineering.

Charity events are fun, but 
are they all that charitable?
Charity, from Page 4

We believe we have 
been unfairly singled 
out and discriminated 
against by IFC members

Letters to the editor

More letters from PBE alumni are available at http://tech.mit.edu/V130/N40/letters/more.html
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by Emily Ruppel

Crossword Puzzle II
Solution, page 13

ACROSS 
 1 Madame Bovary
 5 Wise men
 10 Prison knife
 14 Prom goer
 15 Chubby
 16 Helper
 17 Gator’s cousin
 18 Skylit courtyards
 19 Wrinkled citrus fruit
 20 Start of a quip
 23 Unseal, poetically
 24 That girl
 25 Type of tire
 28 Yrbk. section
 31 Killer whales
 35 Is qualified to
 36 Installed again, as tiles
 39 Grab a bite
 40 Part 2 of quip
 43 Frequently
 44 Change with the times
 45 Sort of soldier or hat?
 46 Name on a check
 48 Printer’s measures

 49 Scottish feudal lord
 51 19th of a certain series
 53 Sault __ Marie
 54 End of quip
 63 Halo
 64 Kind of trail
 65 State of relaxation
 66 Royal ruler
 67 Immature seed
 68 Be in a huff
 69 Latin I verb
 70 Stitch again
 71 Affirmative votes

 DOWn
 1 Make a lasting 

impression?
 2 No more than
 3 Feline reply
 4 Relay finisher
 5 Elbow room
 6 Choir member
 7 Ashram figure
 8 Kuwait’s ruler
 9 Rhubarbs

 10 Golden table wine
 11 Lofty
 12 Like a couch potato
 13 Layer of ore
 21 Massenet work
 22 HBO rival
 25 Add to the heap?
 26 Singer Abdul
 27 Irk
 28 One possessed?
 29 Synthetic fabric
 30 Window bases
 32 __ del Sol
 33 Sean of “The Lord of the 

Rings”
 34 Glistened
 37 Cote resident
 38 Fourth of MMXVI
 41 Cheap ocean passage
 42 Sporty Chevy
 47 Erhard’s program
 50 Religious dissent
 52 Relish
 53 Hag
 54 Edible first prize

 55 Arles assents
 56 Samovars
 57 Basilica section
 58 Artistic work

 59 Lacquered metalware
 60 See socially
 61 Sailing
 62 Poisonous evergreens

Crossword Puzzle I
Solution, page 13

ACROSS 
 1 Modern journal
 5 “Squawk Box” airer
 9 “Wheel of Fortune” host
 14 Skunk River state
 15 Mystique
 16 Put down
 17 Crash-test road?
 20 MapQuest abbrs.
 21 NHL Senators
 22 Take a fall
 23 “Wheel of Fortune” buy
 24 Sub builder?
 26 NYC hours
 27 Hypotheticals
 31 Purposely misinformed
 33 Western relocation road?
 36 20th-cen. conflict
 37 Prefix’s prefix
 38 Rock band boosters
 42 Must-take road?
 47 Toll road convenience
 50 Bridge support
 51 Gen-__ (post-baby boomer)
 52 Verdi opera

 55 Pennsylvania in D.C., e.g.
 56 “Battle Cry” writer
 58 Star in the sky?
 60 Keyboard key
 63 Take one’s eye off the 

road?
 66 Wearies
 67 E. Ness, e.g.
 68 Mouse-induced squeals
 69 Derisive
 70 Marquis de __
 71 P-U connection
 DOWn
 1 Some pens
 2 Takings
 3 Quiet raptors
 4 Guy’s partner
 5 Discard
 6 Night in Metz
 7 Widespread
 8 Pleeeease?
 9 __ Paulo
 10 Border on
 11 Shook up
 12 Give aid to

 13 Comply with, as a rule
 18 Greek colony
 19 Kind of lily
 23 NY prison
 25 Sundial number
 27 Compass dir.
 28 Partner of hem
 29 Black cuckoo
 30 Equinox mo.
 32 Pass, as time
 34 Part of TNT
 35 Geom. figure
 39 Tangled mass
 40 Bakker’s letters
 41 That woman
 43 S. Hemisphere nation
 44 Thomas of basketball
 45 Maiden turned into a 

spider
 46 Flood-zone sight
 47 Jumps for joy
 48 Focus (on)
 49 Like some deductions, 

with “a”
 53 Food regimens

 54 Bakery lure
 57 Timetable, briefly
 59 Not very much
 60 Water pitcher

 61 5th Ave. retailer
 62 Saclike growth
 64 Half a fly?
 65 Supply slip, in brief

Steal My Comic� by Michael Ciuffo
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Hard Sudoku
Solution, page 13

8 5 9
9 1 7

2 8
7 2 5 4 9 6
6 1
4 1 3 7 8 2

7 9
2 3 8

5 9 1

by Jerry Holkins 
and Mike Krahulik

Instruction

by Jorge Cham

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Easy Sudoku
Solution, page 13

5 6 8
7 2 3 6

1 4
7 2 5 4
8 4 7 5

1 9 6 8
2 3

3 5 4 9
6 4 7
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Number Grid
First find the question, then find the answer.

Letters, and hence 
words, are encoded 
in the table. There 
are many factors to 
unlock the question. 
Figure it out and 
provide your answer 
to show you are 
in your problem-
solving prime!

15199734 95137668395 1236789689135 95137668395 894102

138449190 13 4123 13 547230

1799839470 12903 106398138 12903 3650790

7113990 13 107198 13 105872910

167739 19002830 5596333435 19002830 9867

Solve the puzzle, win a prize (and maybe a job)!    
Take a shot at: http://joinapt.com/mit-puzzles

Resume Deadline: October 4, 2010 
Submit to: CareerBridge   

Adjectives
xkcd by Randall Munroe

Dilbert by Scott Adams

‘Fucking ineffable’ sounds like someone remembering how to do self-censorship halfway through a phrase.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Please join us for the following events:

Event: Sloan Corporate Presentation
Time: 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Location: E51-145

Event: Finance Workshop (Open to All Students)  
Acing the Interview: How to Effectively 
Interview in Financial Services

Time: 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Location: 6-120

In Partnership With:  
NSUW  –  Traders@MIT  –  Sloan Sales & Trading Club

BNP Paribas will be at MIT on  
Tuesday, September 28, 2010.

Solution to 
Crossword II

from page 6

Solution to 
 Crossword I

from page 6

Solution to Easy Sudoku
from page 7

Solution to Hard Sudoku
from page 7

9 5 4 6 7 1 8 2 3
7 2 3 8 5 9 4 6 1
8 6 1 2 4 3 7 9 5
6 7 2 1 8 5 9 3 4
3 8 9 4 6 7 1 5 2
1 4 5 9 3 2 6 8 7
4 9 7 5 2 8 3 1 6
2 3 8 7 1 6 5 4 9
5 1 6 3 9 4 2 7 8

2 4 1 7 3 8 5 6 9
9 6 8 4 5 1 2 7 3
3 5 7 2 9 6 1 8 4
7 8 2 5 1 3 4 9 6
6 9 5 8 4 2 7 3 1
4 1 3 9 6 7 8 5 2
8 7 4 6 2 9 3 1 5
1 2 6 3 7 5 9 4 8
5 3 9 1 8 4 6 2 7

GreG Steinbrecher—the tech

After several days of on-and-off service, the Burton-side elevator 
in Burton-Conner House broke down Saturday night, trapping stu-
dents inside. The Cambridge fire department managed to free them 
within 20 minutes. 

JinGyun Fan—the tech

Patrick C. McDaniel ’13 snoozes in the tent he constructed in front of East Campus desk on Sunday. 
McDaniel was hoping to be first in line for IHOP, East Campus’ monthly free breakfast event. McDaniel 
was indeed the first to get breakfast that day.

Henisi. Pat, cor sum nos doloreet elesseq uatuera esectem doloboreet, con heniscidunt at, quat dolobore diam, veliquisl el ut adip eraesto duis dolor sum ex exeros ea faci ea amcommo lorper adit nullaor at, commy nosto odolenim nostrud et laore feu facidunt alit lutetue modolor accum ea am, quamcon sequat wisl ullam, consequat. Iquat. Ut el iure feugait elit, quis adionsectet ex endre facip er accum zzrit lor sustis aut verit, sed modolor eraessim et dolore duis nisis ad minit in vendrem quatums andigna feuissed enim zzriusci tem nos dipsusto od magniat wismod tat, voluptat. Ut amcon volesequisl iure deliscillam quatetum dolorpe riusto del eriusto core facilit, qui tem nonsenim zzriustrud dolore conse molestrud modolore corpercilla feu faccum quisci blan volut iustrud minim ipsum ad magnibh esequatem qui bla con volor sectem zzrit eum nonum ese dolortisis amconullaore vulla feu feu feu feum duipsus tionsectem erci tet aci endreet lor si.
Magnim do doloreet, conulput wisi ex ex eu facincilit alit iustissed eugue vel dolore vent
Henisi. Pat, cor sum nos doloreet elesseq uatuera esectem doloboreet, con heniscidunt at, quat dolobore diam, veliquisl el ut adip eraesto duis dolor sum ex exeros ea faci ea amcommo lorper adit nullaor at, commy nosto odolenim nostrud et laore feu facidunt alit lutetue modolor accum ea am, quamcon sequat wisl ullam, consequat. Iquat. Ut el iure feugait elit, quis adionsectet ex endre facip er accum zzrit lor sustis aut verit, sed modolor eraessim et dolore duis nisis ad minit in vendrem quatums andigna feuissed enim zzriusci tem nos dipsusto od magniat wismod tat, voluptat. Ut amcon volesequisl iure deliscillam quatetum dolorpe riusto del eriusto core facilit, qui tem nonsenim zzriustrud dolore conse molestrud modolore corpercilla feu faccum quisci blan volut iustrud minim ipsum ad magnibh esequatem qui bla con volor sectem zzrit eum nonum ese dolortisis amconullaore vulla feu feu feu feum duipsus tionsectem erci tet aci endreet lor si.
Magnim do doloreet, conulput wisi ex ex eu facincilit alit iustissed eugue vel dolore vent

LEGAL COUNSEL
MIT students, family, employers and 
start-ups seeking U.S. legal counsel, 
campus or office consultation. Call:

James Dennis Leary, Esq. 
321-544-0012
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$30,000 LEMELSON-MIT STUDENT PRIZE
Inventive MIT Graduate Students and Graduating Seniors Apply Today!

Receive monetary support and gain national media 
attention to further develop your innovative ideas! 

web.mit.edu/invent/student

Upcoming Information Sessions

Thursday, September 30th
5:30 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.

The Chipman Room (6-104)

Tuesday, October 19th
12:00 P.M. - 1:00 P.M.

The Chipman Room (6-104) 

“Winning the Lemelson-MIT 
Student Prize hugely increased my 
visibility and credibility. Many 
people know of and respect the 
award. Since winning, people 
around MIT are willing to take 
much bigger risks and commit 
resources to support my work.”

- Erez Lieberman-Aiden
2010 Student Prize Winner

a.m., and continued for about 75 
minutes. It was scheduled to last 
only 30 minutes, but the judges 
asked many questions of the argu-
ing lawyers and extended the time. 
The argument style at this court is 
similar to the argumentative style 
those before the Supreme Court, 
where judges ask many questions.

Deputy Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Beth S. Brinkman began with 
the Government’s argument, but 
was immediately interrupted by 
Judge Thomas Griffith, after which 
they had a ten-minute exchange.

“All $64 million is completely 
ruined?” Griffith asked, express-
ing incredulity at the government’s 
position that the preliminary in-
junction caused irreparable harm. 
“They don’t keep lab notebooks?” 
He asked.

Griffith was the most aggressive 
questioner, according to Dow Jones 
Newswire.

Judge Brett Kavanaugh labelled 

the government’s position “inter-
nally inconsistent,” but also said 
that deference was due to the gov-
ernment when the law is ambigu-
ous. He labelled the government’s 
position — that stem cell research 
was not “research in which an em-
bryo is destroyed” — as “gerryman-
dering.”

Judge Judith Rogers appeared 
more sympathetic to the govern-
ment’s position, suggesting that the 
preliminary injunction might dam-
age the public’s interest.

(Kavanaugh and Griffith are ap-
pointees of Republican President 
George W. Bush. Rogers was ap-
pointed by President Bill Clinton.)

After Brinkman, Thomas G. Hun-
gar of Gibson, Dunn, & Crutcher ar-
gued in favor of the plaintiffs, James 
L. Sherley and Theresa A. Deisher, 
the adult stem cell researchers. The 
judges were not easy on Hungar, ei-
ther.

Kavanaugh observed that the 
congressional appropriations rider 
at issue, the Dickey-Wicker amend-

ment, was intended to bar research 
on human embryos, not on stem 
cells.

Hungar argued that the National 
Institute of Health’s research policy 
had been “all over the map,” but 
Griffith said the NIH had been con-
sistent in its refusal to not fund the 
derivation of human embryos.

According to Nature, the judges 
were “equal-opportunity interroga-
tors,” letting no side off easily.

Hungar also revealed a per-
sonal opinion contrary to the 
plaintiff ’s filing in this case: that 
the preliminary injunction (that 
has been temporarily lifted) 
should be interpreted as barring 
research that was permitted un-
der President Bush’s stem cell 
guidelines. In their filings, the 
plaintiffs argued that work with 
the Bush stem cell lines could 
continue, and the lower court 
judge, Royce C. Lamberth, ap-
peared to agree. But the govern-
ment took the opposite position 
consistent with Hungar’s: they 
believe the injunction barred 
work with the Bush lines.

UC Intervention rejected
Shortly after 1 p.m. yesterday, 

the appeals court denied the Uni-
versity of California’s request to join 

the case as an intervenor.
The university had moved for 

permission to join the case last week 
as an intervenor. Both the plaintiffs 
and government objected, with the 
government recommending that 
the university file an amicus curiae, 
or friend-of-the-court brief, instead. 
That will allow the university to offer 
its opinions before the court, but it 
will not have the same rights of reply 
and potential oral argument that a 
full party would have.

The court’s order yesterday 
granted the university amicus status. 
Normally a party seeking to file such 
a brief must have either permission 
of the court or permission of both 
parties, though such permission is 
customarily granted.

Defense moves for summary 
judgement

With the case before the appeals 

court, both sides are continuing to 
file motions and briefs before the 
lower court, the District Court for 
the District of Columbia.

On Sept. 9, the plaintiffs moved 
for summary judgement. Yesterday, 
the defense did so as well.

In about 100 pages of filings, the 
government reiterates the argu-
ments it lodged earlier, in its oppo-
sition to the preliminary injunction, 
as well as in its motions to stay, or 
temporarily lift, the preliminary in-
junction.

In one filing, it argues against 
the plaintiff’s motion for summary 
judgement.

In another filing, it argues for 
summary judgement in favor of its 
own side.

The government also responds to 
allegations that Deisher and Sherley 
personally offered in declarations 
filed earlier (as distinct from legal fil-
ings on their behalf by their lawyers), 
in its “Response to Plaintiff’s State-
ment of Material Facts.”  In particu-
lar, the government strongly disputes 
the idea that Sherley and Deisher’s 
research has been harmed by human 
embryonic stem cell research.

The NIH continues to observe 
that, even as this lawsuit wends its 
way through the courts, Deisher has 
still not applied for NIH funding. 
And it quibbles with Sherley over the 
number of competing NIH grants he 
has applied for, distinguishing grant 
revisions from new grant applica-
tions.

Jaenisch lectures today
Professor Rudolph Jaenisch, a 

noted stem cell expert, is giving the 
James R. Killian Lecture in 10-250 
today at 2:30 p.m., on the topic of 
stem cells.

Portions of the first section of this 
article, “Oral argument,” are sum-
marized from wire stories.

Appeals court might rule on stem cells this week
During questioning period, judges hold heated arguments with lawyers on both sides of case

Beverly rezNeck — D.c. District cOurt

Last month, District Court Chief 
Judge Royce C. Lamberth placed 
a halt on the Obama administra-
tion’s funding of human embryon-
ic stem cell research, throwing the 
research community into turmoil.

Stem cells, from Page 1

Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

617-904-7272  

www.papajohnsmit.com 
Open till 3am, 7 days 

We accept MIT Tech Cash
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Nightline 
 

 We’re here to listen      

Call 7pm—7am 
 617‐253‐8800  

Nightline is a peer‐listening service run by student volunteers. Call between 7PM and 7AM any night of term to talk to either a 
male or female staffer. We're here to listen about serious things like eating issues, depression, suicide, school pressures, and 

relationship problems, but we also want to help you detangle all of the resources at MIT, give you random phone numbers, and 
keep you posted on sports scores. You name it, we want to talk to you about it. 
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Head of the Zesiger

MIT’s Annual 
Cardboard Boat Regatta

 
DATE:  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16
TIME:  12:00—2:00 PM
PLACE:  ZESIGER AQUATIC CENTER (W35)

PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED!

YOU CAN NOW REGISTER ONLINE!
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.MITRECSPORTS.COM

FOR RULES AND DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS

       
HEAD OF THE ZESIGER

MIT’s Cardboard 

Boat Regatta

S.S. Zesiger

GET YOUR VESSELS
 

READY!

Come hang out with the Men’s and 
Women’s Rugby teams!

++ Friday, October 1st ++
++ 7:30PM - onwards ++
++ Lobdell (W20-208) ++
++ Free Food ++

++ Really Awesome People ++
++ No Prior Experience Required ++

(our uniforms are cooler than yours)

RUGBY
believes that the architecture of Sim-
mons, with “rooms like caves,” makes 
it especially difficult for the commu-
nity to build dorm culture. 

Lounge communities at 
Simmons

Johnson suggested that better 
communication within Simmons 
could make the lounge system and 
rooming lottery process more effec-
tive. The lounge system in Simmons 
was put in place to encourage the 
creation of smaller communities, but 
Johnson said that the residents are 
not exploiting it to its full potential. 

A lounge is a group of at least 10 
residents who decide to become of-
ficially recognized as a social group. 
They can request funding from the 
house committee to organize out-
ings, dinners, or other social activi-
ties. The members of a lounge need 
not be living on the same floor or 
tower. Currently, 194 residents are 
members of lounges, each lounge 
with a minimum of 10 members.

Laskey explained that one rea-
son why residents are hesitant to use 
lounges is the reimbursement process, 
which is slow and complicated. An-
other reason why lounges don’t orga-
nize events as frequently as they could 
is the inability to gather together on 
a whim. Lounges must give advance 
notice to the government for events, 
thus hindering spontaneous events.

Svetlana M. Chekmasova ’11, 
who moved out of Simmons into East 
Campus, expressed that the lounge 
system “wasn’t as widely used as it 
could have been.” According to Chek-
masova, many Simmons residents 
choose rooms based on room size 
and layout rather than the location 
of the room and proximity to friends’ 
rooms. Chekmasova said that when 
groups of friends don’t live close to 
each other, the funds allocated to 
their lounge are less likely to be used 
for outings or dinners. Chekmasova 
suggests that the Simmons govern-
ment create a rooming system that 

allows residents to stay in the same 
geographical area within the dorm. 
“If you want nicer rooms, that hap-
pens within that section. You stay in 
the same tower…You don’t have to 
pick rooms over community.” 

Lacking government 
participation

Of the entire Simmons Hall of 
approximately 340 students, only a 
small percentage is involved in mak-
ing decisions for the dorm. “The gov-
ernment is two dozen kids who are 
doing everything,” Laskey said. House 
meetings are open to all residents, 
but the attendance is unsatisfactory. 
“There are 20 people there and those 
20 people are making decisions for 
the whole dorm. It’s reasonable to say 
we want more people involved.” 

The level of disinterest in Sim-
mons affairs was highlighted in an 
incident last year, when one par-
ticular floor of Simmons submitted a 
proposal to buy a television for their 
lounge. At the house meeting, the 
majority of attendees constituted of 
that lounge, and as a result, the pro-
posal to purchase the television was 
passed with zero resistance. 

Since then, Johnson has been op-
timistic. She believes that Simmons 
is still relatively new, and only now 
are people beginning to be curious 
about house meetings. 

Johnson said that the government’s 
next steps to improve the Simmons 
living experience involve the newly 
formed Constitution Reform Commit-
tee, whose job this semester is to work 
on rewriting the Simmons Constitu-
tion. Johnson says that “a lot of the dis-
cussion that was going on about Prop-
osition 10 will definitely be a recurring 
topic during the constitution reform 
committee discussions” and that they 
will consider “taking the bits and piec-
es from Prop 10 that [they] think could 
work.” By doing so, the Simmons gov-
ernment hopes to achieve “continued 
and better communication” of the 
methods with which underclassmen, 
especially freshmen, can define their 
own dorm culture. 

Some say Simmons 
needs more culture

10% Discount on $15
(or more) order with MIT ID.

Royal Bengal
Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

Open Daily Except Monday 
11:30 am – 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988

T: Red Line, Bus #1 – Central Square

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

Simmons, from Page 1
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Oliver Wyman is an international management consulting firm.  
An equal opportunity employer M/F/D/V.

Visit us at oliverwyman.com.

Resume submission deadline 
Tuesday, September 28th, via Careerbridge

Shape the
  course of the world’s
  most dynamic industry

Oliver Wyman in an international management consulting firm. Our Financial Services track helps the world’s 
largest financial institutions address their most significant challenges to shape the future of the industry.

“None of the windows on the 
upper floors of the fraternity house 
contained screens, bars, locks, or 
other safety devices,” the lawsuit 
said.

The lawsuit alleges that “as a 
condition to remaining a recog-
nized and sanctioned fraternity at 
MIT …[DU] was required to submit 
to and pass annual inspections of 
the subject fraternity house, con-
ducted by MIT.” MIT’s response to 

the suit denies this.
Ernest C. Sabine ’67, Chair of 

MIT’s Association of Independent 
Living Groups, said, “I have no 
knowledge or information about 
this lawsuit so I can neither offer 
answers nor provide comments.

Sabine said ”the AILG “offers 
an accreditation process review 
of all living groups within the MIT 
Fraternity, Sorority, and Indepen-
dent Living Group community, 
providing a multi-dimensional 
evaluation of the health of each 

MIT FSILG chapter.” In addition, 
the AILG’s Safety, Licensing, and 
Inspection program assists inde-
pendent living groups maintain a 
safe living environment and pass 
building inspections and licensing 
requirements. 

The Wellses also allege addition-
al harm, including conscious pain 
and suffering and “loss of consor-
tium,” a term referring to “loss of a 
wife’s society, companionship, and 
services,” according to Ballentine’s 
Law Dictionary.

In their responses filed with the 
Court, both MIT and DU have de-
nied or dismissed all allegations. 
MIT remains “without knowledge or 
information sufficient to form a be-
lief as to the truth” of several claims 
and DU similarly has dismissed 
multiple counts on the grounds of 
lack of evidence.

DU additionally claims that 
claims of habitability are barred 
from wrongful death suits by Mas-
sachusetts law, and that DU’s offi-
cers and directors are immune from 
liability. Robert Wells was “more 
than 50 percent at fault in causing 
the alleged injuries,” DU said.

DU and MIT both cite the Mass 
law limiting liability of charitable 
organizations to $20,000. Both MIT 
and DU are charities.

Director of the MIT News Office 
Nathaniel W. Nickerson said that 
MIT declines to comment on pend-
ing litigation.

The case remains active, and 
various motions will be due in the 
coming months. A trial date could 
be more than a year out.

MIT, Delta Upsilon deny 
wrongful death claims,  
argue lack of evidence
Liability may be capped at $20,000 for 
MIT and DU because they are charities

By Sam Dillon
The New York Times

BROCKTON, Mass. — A de-
cade ago, Brockton High School 
was a case study in failure. Teach-
ers and administrators often 
voiced the unofficial school mot-
to in hallway chitchat: Students 
have a right to fail if they want. 
And many of them did — only a 
quarter of the students passed 
statewide exams. One in three 
dropped out.

Then Dr. Susan Szachowicz 
and a handful of fellow teach-
ers decided to take action. They 
persuaded administrators to let 
them organize a school-wide 
campaign that incorporated 
reading and writing lessons into 
every class in all subjects, includ-
ing gym.

Their efforts paid off quickly. 
In 2001 testing, more students 
passed the state tests after fail-
ing the year before than at any 
other school in Massachusetts. 
The gains continued. This year 
and last, Brockton outperformed 
90 percent of Massachusetts high 
schools. And its turnaround is 
getting new attention in a report, 
“How High Schools Become Ex-

emplary,” published last month 
by Dr. Ronald F. Ferguson, an 
economist at Harvard who re-
searches the minority achieve-
ment gap.

What makes Brockton High’s 
story surprising is that, with 
4,100 students, it is an exception 
to what has become received 
wisdom in many educational cir-
cles — that small is almost always 
better.

Brockton is the largest public 
school in Massachusetts and one 
of the largest in the nation.

Szachowicz and other teach-
ers took action in part because 
academic catastrophe seemed 
to be looming, Szachowicz and 
several of her colleagues said in 
interviews here. Massachusetts 
had instituted a new high school 
exit exam in 1993, and passing it 
would be a requirement to gradu-
ate a decade later. Unless the 
school’s culture improved, some 
750 seniors would be denied a di-
ploma each year, starting in 2003.

Szachowicz, who in 2004 would 
become Brockton’s principal, and 
Paul Laurino, then the head of 
the English department — he has 
since retired — began meeting 
on Saturdays with any colleagues 
they could pull together to brain-
storm strategies for improving the 
school.

The group eventually became 
known as the school restructuring 
committee, and the administra-
tion did not stand in the way. The 
principal “just let it happen,” the 
Harvard report says.

The committee’s first big step 
was to go back to basics and deem 
that reading, writing, speaking 
and reasoning were the most im-
portant skills to teach. They set 

out to recruit every educator in 
the building — not just English 
but math, science, even guidance 
counselors — to teach those skills 
to students.

Teachers unions have resist-
ed turnaround efforts at many 
schools. But at Brockton, the 
union never became a serious 
adversary, in part because most 
committee members were union-
ized teachers, and the committee 
scrupulously honored the union 
contract.

Over the years, Brockton has 

refined its literacy curriculum. 
Brockton’s performance is not as 
stellar in math as in English lan-
guage arts, and the committee 
has hired an outside consultant 
to help develop strategies for im-
proving math instruction.

Ferguson said Brockton High 
first “jumped out of the data” for 
him early last year. He was exam-
ining Massachusetts’ 2008 test 
scores in his office in Cambridge 
and noticed that Brockton had 
done a better job than 90 percent 
of the state’s 350 high schools 
helping its students to improve 
their language arts scores.

4,100 Massachusetts students 
prove big schools can beat odds

They persuaded 
administrators to 
let them organize 
a…campaign that 
incorporated 
reading and 
writing lessons in 
every class…

Wells, from Page 1

In their responses 
filed with the 
court, both 
MIT and DU 
have denied or 
dismissed all 
allegations of 
wrongdoing.

But at Brockton, 
the union never 
became a serious 
adversary, in 
part because 
most committee 
members were 
unionized 
teachers…
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President Susan Hock�eld  |  Provost Rafael Reif  |  Chancellor Phillip Clay  |  Executive Vice President and Treasurer Theresa Stone

Wednesday, September 29,1:00 pm

M A S S A C H U S E T T S  I N S T I T U T E  O F  T E C H N O L O G Y

You are invited to attend a forum on the

After the State of the Institute forum, all are invited to a 

COMMUN I T Y

SOCIAL
Wednesday, September 29, 2:00 pm
Kresge Oval  •  snacks and refreshments  •  faculty, staff, and students–welcome 

The IFC has kept the identity of 
this source a secret from PBE mem-
bers.

According to IFC Judicial Com-
mittee chair Garrett R. Fritz ’11, the 
IFC decided that the hazing allega-
tions were serious enough to stop 
rush. On Monday Sept. 6, the third 
day of rush, PBE was told it could 
not continue with its rush activities 
until the matter was resolved. The 
members were notified while on a 
trip to Six Flags with potential new 
members.

That same night, an IFC judicial 
board hearing was held. Three PBE 
representatives were allowed to 
speak at the hearing, though other 
members and alumni attended. 
Fritz said all five voting members 
voted unanimously that PBE vio-
lated the IFC’s Risk Management 
Policy (which prohibits hazing).  

The board decided to expel PBE, 
which means a 10-year ban from 
MIT. PBE appealed the decision on 
two grounds: that the judicial pro-
cess was flawed, and that the pun-
ishment was too severe. PBE’s appeal 
was read by Marlena Martinez Love, 
the director of the Office of Frater-
nities, Sororities and Independent 
Living Groups, and David Kennedy, 
the director of the Office of Student 
Citizenship.

Last Tuesday, the MIT News Of-
fice announced that PBE had been 
“suspended” for four years. Accord-
ing to Fritz, Love and Kennedy felt 
some leniency was appropriate. 

According to IFC President Ryan 
Schoen ’11, if PBE wants to return in 
four years, it will have to work closely 
with the IFC and the FSILG office. 
Unlike previously expelled fraterni-
ties Pi Kappa Alpha or Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon, PBE won’t be treated as a 
new fraternity and will not have to 
petition the president’s council for 
permission to return.

The IFC has provided The Tech 

with a redacted version of the ini-
tial decision letter, which quotes 
relevant sections from the IFC Risk 
Management Policy.

The letter implies that PBE’s new 
member education involved alcohol 
by quoting from risk management 
policy: “No alcohol shall be present 
at any pledge activity or ritual of the 
chapter.” 

The letter also quotes the policy’s 
description of hazing: “Massachu-
setts State Law defines hazing as: 
‘any conduct or method of initia-
tion into any student organization, 
whether public or private, which 
willfully or recklessly endangers the 
physical or mental health of any stu-
dent or other person.’” 

Schoen told The Tech that more 
information may be forthcoming lat-
er this week. Love, the director of the 
Office of FSILGs, has not returned 
several requests to comment.

PBE is a local fraternity, founded 
at MIT over 100 years ago, and only 
has this one chapter. In part because 
the entire process, from first discov-
ery to final decision, took less than 
three weeks, many PBE alumni have 
complained that the decision was 
too hasty. (See letters, page 5.)

When IFC Judicial Committee 
chair convenes a hearing board to 
discuss a case, four representatives 
from different fraternities are asked 
to attend and cast votes. They are 
joined by the Judicial Committee 
secretary, who has fifth vote. The 
committee chair, Fritz, does not vote, 
but does participate in discussions.

MIT will ask the Cambridge Li-
censing Commission to revoke PBE’s 
housing license, so PBE members 
will not be allowed to reside there 
anymore. The process will probably 
take until the end of the semester, 
so members won’t have to move out 
right away, Schoen said. The fate of 
the house is unclear, as the PBE cor-
poration owns both the house and 
the land underneath and can choose 
what to do with it.

PBE banned for 4 years
PBE, from Page 1
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By Brandon Sparks 
Head CoaCH

This summer was an excit-
ing period for rugby both glob-
ally and locally. The sport was 
announced as an event in the 
2016 Summer Olympics in Rio 
de Janeiro. The U.S. men's na-
tional team had a strong show-
ing in the Churchill Cup, an 
invitational tournament with 
England, Canada, and other 
countries. The U.S. women's 
national team finished fifth 
at the Women's Rugby World 
Cup.

MIT women's rugby team 
also rode the wave of rugby 
success this summer. Com-
ing off their national cham-
pionship last spring, Erika 
C. Granger '10, Caroline H. 
Hunting '11 and Alyssa M. 
Baccarella '11 all made the 
Northeast U-23 All-star squad, 
which competed in Santa Bar-
bara against other teams from 
around the country. Not only 
did all three players play ma-
jor roles in the Northeast win-
ning the championship, but 
Baccarella was also named the 
tournament MVP. Hunting and 
Baccarella were also invited by 
the U.S. National Team to an 
assembly of potential Olympic 
team members. Other play-
ers like Marisa Jasso, Aislyn 
Schalck and Kristen Anderson 
all had strong summers play-

ing for local teams in Texas, 
Massachusetts, and Washing-
ton, D.C. MIT women's rugby 
has certainly left their mark on 
the national Rugby landscape 
this summer. On September 
11th, the team competed in its 
first tournament of the season, 
the Beantown College Classic. 
They tore through the tourna-
ment field, winning all of their 
pool games (including one 
against Bowdoin, where Rugby 
is a varsity sport), despite being 
matched up against opponents 
from a higher tier. They were 
defeated in the final by North-
eastern, but the second-place 
finish was still considered a 
huge success.

The tournament also al-
lowed ample playing time for 
the new members of the team, 
the largest in three years. The 
following weekend marked the 
beginning of league play for the 
team. They narrowly beat Tufts, 
10-5, and followed by a domi-
nant 57-17 win over Colby-
Sawyer.

The Engineers play their 
first home game of the season 
on Sunday, October 3rd against 
divisional powerhouse Bates. A 
win would give the team a com-
manding lead of the Northern 
Conference and bring them 
closer to securing home field 
advantage for the playoffs. 
Kickoff is at 1 p.m. as MIT seeks 
to defend its national title.

basic idea is that players must alter-
nate hits off the front wall of a four-
walled court; the ball may bounce 
only once on the ground but can be 
hit off of any other wall on the way 
to the front wall. The ball, which 
is easily "squashed" into different 
oblong shapes and bounces little 
from a dead-drop, seems ill-suited 
to long-lasting rallies. To the novice 
player, a ball lofted into a corner can 
be irretrievable. The professionals 
on hand Wednesday night, howev-
er, kept the ball live with acrobatic 
shots from all parts of the court, 
often stringing together rallies that 
lasted for more than fifty shots.

Gregory Gaultier, cast as "the 
Frenchman" by the emcee, dueled 
with Amr Shabana in the first semi-
final. Gaultier and Shabana were 
clearly enjoying themselves on stage 
for the audience, pleading with the 
audience and playfully interacting 
with each other over the course of 
the match. Gaultier's deft, no-look 
shot into the opposite corner in the 
midst of a close first game elicited 
the first of many “oohs” from the 
crowd. Gaultier let Shabana back 
into the match at 10-9 after a circus-
like sequence in which the players 
walked in circles around each other, 
alternating hits to the exact same 
spot in the deep left corner. Gaultier 
would take the first game but fell in 
the second to Shabana. In a quirk of 
the Showdown's exhibition format, 
the match was decided by a final, 
sudden-death point. After forty-one 
shots on the same point, Shabana 
inexplicably put an easy shot back 
into the tin, handing Gaultier a spot 

in the final.
The second semifinal appeared 

to be a horrendous mismatch; 
the young Ramy Ashour, the cur-
rent world No. 1, against thirty-six 
year old Jonathan Power, who in-
dicated that he had taken time off 
from high-level squash. The crowd 
was quiet through the first twelve 
points, in which Power made nu-
merous errors that gave Ashour 
an easy 8-4 lead. Gradually, Power 
willed himself back into the match, 

drawing loud cheers from a crowd 
supporting the underdog and the 
only North American of the bunch 
(Power is Canadian). Power came 
back to win 11-10. In the second 
game, however, Power couldn't turn 
the same trick. Ashour didn't relin-
quish his early lead and evened the 
match with an 11-4 victory.

The tiebreaker point highlighted 
an interesting feature of a game 
in which two players are confined 
to the same space but must avoid 
each other in making their shots. 
If one player gets in the way of his 
or her opponent, the point can be 
replayed or else awarded to either 
of the two players, depending on 
the judgment of the official. While 
Power appeared to win the sudden-
death tiebreaker, Ashour appealed 
to the official for a "let," and the offi-
cial instructed the players to replay 

the point, much to the dismay of the 
pro-Power crowd. Ashour won the 
replayed point, earning a berth in 
the final.

The theatrics and gimmicks de-
signed to entertain the audience 
through the semi-finals and the 
consolation match had faded away 
by the time the final matchup came 
around, featuring Gaultier and Ash-
our. Gaultier dazzled again, hitting 
between his legs on an intense first 
point that ultimately went to Ash-
our. Ashour, who seemed to control 
each game with his athleticism and 
creativity, showed his brilliance in 
winning a point cleanly on a return 
of serve, a rare feat amidst the long 
rallies that rule most of the game. 
Gaultier took the first game by a 
score of 11-10, but Ashour stormed 
back with an 11-7 victory in the sec-
ond game. The final was decided 
by a full game to eleven instead of 
a one-point tiebreaker, and, after 
nearly two matches, Gaultier and 
Ashour continued to put on a show 
in the last game. Gaultier's error at 
10-9 gave Ashour the match and the 
championship trophy.

Playing squash at MIT
The Zesiger Center has six squash 

courts; while often busy on week-
day evenings, courts are usually 
available and can be reserved at the 
Vassar St. Customer Service Desk. 
Squash is a great way to fulfill the PE 
requirement; a beginner-level class 
is available! A recreational "box" 
league exists as well; ask around at 
the courts for more information. If 
you want to watch squash, you can 
cheer on MIT's squash team during 
its winter season.

RaCHel luo

Sharon S. Hao ’14 sets the ball in the third game of a vol-
leyball match against Williams last Friday. The Engineers won 
the game 28-26.

World Number 1 takes trophy at 
Symphony Squash showdown
Ashour wins 2 of 3 over Gaultier 10-11, 11-10, 10-9

Women’s rugby take 
second place in Sept. 
Beantown Classic
Home game vs. Bates will be on Oct. 3

Saturday, October 2nd, 1:00 pm 
MIT 10-250, 222 Memorial Drive 

The Ig Informal Lectures

All Ig Nobel Prize activities are organized by the Annals of Improbable Research.
This free event is organized in cooperation with the MIT Press Bookstore.

R

Once again, The MIT Press Bookstore is proud to partner 
with some Improbable friends to bring you a half-afternoon of 
improbably funny, informative, high-spirited public lectures, in 
which the 2010 Ig Nobel Prize winners will attempt to explain 

what they did, and why they did it. Please join us!

For more information on the 2010 Ig Nobel Prize Ceremony 
and the Ig Informal Lectures (including last year’s winners), 

please visit: http://www.improbable.com/

®

Gradually, Power 
willed himself back 
into the match, 
earning loud cheers 
from the crowd.

Squash, from Page 16
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Santander Strong—Sovereign is part of Santander, 
the “Global Bank of the Year”†

Better banking 
means better offers 
for students!

Open a new Student Banking 
Package. Add great features.
GET UP TO $75*

Get up to $75 and great student features! Now through November 

12, 2010, students who open a Student Banking package—including 

Free Student Checking, Free Student Savings, Free Online Banking, and a 

Sovereign Debit Card—plus use the Debit Card to make 5 purchases within 

60 days—get a $50 cash bonus!* 

Plus, set up and receive direct deposit into the account within 60 days of 

the account opening and get an additional $25 cash bonus! That’s a 

total of $75!*

Get banking features created for students today! Stop by the nearest Sovereign 

Branch, call 1-877-SOV-BANK, or visit sovereignbank.com/75 today!

Sovereign Bank is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. © 2010 Sovereign Bank | Sovereign and Santander and its logo are registered trademarks of Sovereign 
Bank and Santander, respectively, or their affiliates or subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. Student Banking package is available for full-time and part-time students between the ages of 17 and 25 attending a college, university or other undergraduate-level 
school. *In order to qualify for a cash bonus, you need to: (1) open a new Sovereign Free Student Checking account and a Sovereign Free Student Savings account, or have a pre-existing savings account, by 11/12/10, each with a minimum opening deposit of $10; (2) enroll 
in Online Banking at account opening; and (3) request a Sovereign Debit Card (“Debit Card”) and make 5 Debit Card purchases within 60 days after you open your account. When you qualify, you will receive a credit of $50 to your new checking account within 75 days of 
account opening. In addition, if you set up and receive a direct deposit within 60 days of account opening and fulfill the above requirements, you will receive an additional bonus of $25, which will be credited to your new checking account within 75 days after account opening. 
Maximum $75 bonus per customer. Checking account must be open to receive bonus. Annual percentage yield (APY) for Free Student Savings is 0.05% as of 9/1/10 and is subject to change at any time and after account opening. Fees may reduce earnings. The total amount 
of the bonus credited to your account will be reported to the IRS as interest on your Form 1099-INT for the year in which the bonus is paid. Current personal checking customers or anyone who has had a personal checking account with Sovereign Bank or any of its divisions in 
the last 6 months are not eligible for this offer. Cannot be combined with other personal checking offers. Offer available only to residents in the following states: ME, VT, NH, CT, RI, MA, NY, NJ, PA, WV, MD, DE, District of Columbia. Sovereign Team Members are not eligible 
for this offer. †According to The Banker, December 2009.

1.877.SOV.BANK | sovereignbank.com/75

By David Zhu
SportS Editor

MIT’s athletic program was recently 
ranked number four overall in the nation — 
its highest ever ranking — by the National 
Collegiate Scouting Association (NCSA). The 
NCSA Power Rankings, a system first imple-
mented by the NCAA in 2004, report on both 
the academic and athletic performance of 
each college’s athletic program.

The achievement “[gives] recognition to 
our student athletes' success in the class-
room and on the field,” says Tom Gearty, 
Director of Communications of the Office of 

the Dean for Student Life.
MIT were ranked eleventh in athletic per-

formance, and tied for fourth in academic 
performance, for a total score of 9.0 (lower 
scores indicate stronger performance) – 
an improvement over last year, when they 
scored 13.3 and ranked sixth nationally.

In the poll, which also sorts schools by 
division, MIT trailed Amherst College, Wil-
liams College, and Middlebury College. Divi-
sion III schools took five of the top six spots.

The scores are an average of the U.S. News 
& World Report ranking (the academic com-
ponent), the U.S. Sports Academy Directors' 
Cup ranking (the athletic component) and 

the NCAA student-athlete graduation rate of 
each school.

The NCSA rankings can be a strong selling 
point for schools towards potential student-
athletes. Chris Krause, CEO and Founder of 
NCSA Athletic Recruiting, says, "The Power 
Rankings are an objective tool to empower 
student athletes to find the right fit in a col-
lege or university, not only for its athletics, 
but academics as well. Our hope is to edu-
cate these student athletes and their parents 
on the importance of evaluating schools that 
will provide the education for an enriched, 
successful career after college, in addition to 
athletic success."

Xuan Yang

David A. Alfonso ’13 and Eben M. Freeman ’13 (sail 10) sail back to the shore in the Commonwealth Invitational on Saturday 
on the Charles. 

MIT is 4th in NCSA Power Rankings
Athletics program is 11th in athletics, tied for 4th in academics, 4th overall

Squash at 
Symphony 
Hall shows 
off world’s 
top players
Competitors vie for 
Sharif Khan trophy

By Zach Hynes 

Egypt's Ramy Ashour, the world's top-
ranked player, triumphed last Wednes-
day night as the global game of squash 
made a splash in Boston at Symphony 
Hall. Dubbed "Showdown@Symphony," 
the exhibition tournament sought to 
promote squash in a country where it 
is but a niche sport. Four of the world's 
best competed in a single-elimination 
format on the stage of Symphony Hall 
for the Sharif Khan Trophy as diners on 
the orchestra floor and spectators from 
the balconies took in the action. While 
the organizers pulled out all the stops to 
keep the audience entertained with their 
choice of venue and assorted gimmicks, 
the game itself needs no embellishment.

Squash, at its highest levels, is so 
striking to the observer because of the 
continuity of the play and the kinetic, 
contested nature of every point. There 
are no lazy fly balls, no serves that can-
not be returned, and no insurmountable 
leads. As quickly as the players hustle to 
the front wall and lunge to elevate the 
ball over the tin (analogous to the "net" 
in tennis), the ball shoots back over their 
heads; in turn, they scramble back and 
play the carom off the back wall. The 

Squash, Page 15


