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Fischer 
Hired as 
Dean of 
Discipline 
By Tongyan Lln 
,tlCIY.S ED// OR 

Dean for Student Life Larry G.  
Benedict announced this week that 
William M. Fischer will fill the 
Associate Dean for Student Disci- 
pline position beginning Nov. 1. 

In addition, Fischer will work in 
Risk Management, which includes 
risk from lawsuits, safety, and 
health issues, Benedict said. 

Fischer will replace Steven J. 
Tyrell as Associate Dean for Student 
Discipline, though  ene edict said 
Fischer's title would be modified. . 

Fischer has been Director of the 
Office of Student Conduct and Con- 
flict Resolution at Northeastern Uni- 
versity since 2000. He also worked 
at Illinois State University and the 
University of New Hampshire. 

Fischer was one of three candi- 
dates recommended to Benedict by 
a search committee led by co- 
chairs Barbara A. Baker, associate 
dean for student life programs, and 
Daniel Trujillo, associate dean for 
community development and sub- 
stance abuse. Benedict made the 
final decision. 

Search committee praises choice 
Fischer "has a lot of expertise 

and knowledge," Baker said. She 
-said the committee looked for 
somebody who could provide lead- 
ership and opportunities for cam- 
pus dialogue on establishing fair 
systems and processes. 

Trujillo said Fischer seemed to 
have an "ability to relate with stu- 
dents." 

William 'R. Fowler '05, a student 
member of the search committee, 

IRents Riseso Dorms Pay for Own Eqenses 

said one of his top considerations 
was to make sure the new dean "had 
the same education philosophy as 
MIT" and was "dedicated to the 
idea of student self-govcrnmcnt." 
The committee also wanted to make 
sure the new dean would be "some- 
one who is willing to enforce rules" 
but who also "understands MIT cul- 
ture and embraces MIT culture," 
Fowler said. 

Fowler also said Fischer was 
"extremely intelligent" and has 
"the confidence to back it up." He 
said he was pleased with Benedict's 
decision of Fischer. 

Benedict said Fischer has 
"extensive background in media- ' 

tion." He also said he would like 
for Fischer to have strong ties with 
the Committee on Discipline. He 
said he would like to make Dormi- 
tory Council Judicial Committee a 
"more active part of the campus." 

Fischer: hacks 'build community' 
Fischer said some of his short- 

term goals were to establish "strong 

Dean, Page 15 

By Jenny Zhang 
M l V S  LDll'OR 

MIT has implemented a plan to 
gradually increase undergraduate dor- 
mitory rcnt over the next seven to 
eight years until dormitories are no 
longer reliant on subsidies, said Lany 
G. Benedict, dean of student life. 

Although the exact rise in dormi- 
tory rents has not been determined, 
the intent is to allow the prices to 
increase more quickly than-inflation 
so that by the end of this period, 
housing costs are supported entirely 
by student rent alone. 

Benedict predicts that dorm 
prices will rise by roughly five to 
six percent per year. Assuming that 
neit year's dormitory rent is 
increased by five percent on the 
current average cost of $4,900 
yearly according to the Financial 
Aid office, the increase translates 
to an average increase 'of 245 dol- 

, lars for the year. 
Graduate student dormitories 

will not undergo this rent increase 
because they have traditionally 
been'more self-sufficient, said 
Stephen D. Immerman, senior asso- 
ciate dean for student life. 

Financial aid to assist transition 
Benedict said that extra rent 

would be "a buideny' but not a deter- 
rent to students coming to MIT 

Simmons Hall, one of the most expensive dormitories on campus, adds a touch of "aesthetics" to the 
evening sky (according to the recent Fraternity, Sororlty and Independent Living Group report). Dormitory 
prices will be rlslng In the near Mure as a result of the MIT administration gradually phasing out subsldles. 

because financial aid would,be Removal of subsidy from the Such a practice means that money 
adjusted accordingly for those who general MIT budget is necessary - for housing is "being taken from 
would have difficulty bearing the because the Institute budget should 
additional cost, not be used on housing, he said. Rent, Page 10 

CAMPUS LIFE . 
Check out what's playing on 
other people's iPods. 

MIT Plans New Dorm, Renovations 
By Marlssa Vogt the extra housing would be used as close for renovation rn 2007-2008 
CONTRIBU~ING EINI OR swrng space for MIT to close and and 2008-2009 and reopen one year 

MIT is considering plans to renovate several undergraduate dor- Iater respectively, with the residents 
develop a 600-bed graduate residen- mitones. of those dormitories being tem- 
tral nerghborhood in the northwest The plan also gives a schedule porarily relocated to Ashdown 
section of campus, opening for the for both Random Hall and Bexley Dean for Student Llfe.Larry G. 
2007-2008 academic year. closing as undergraduate dormito- Benedict said that he doesn't antici- 

The new graduate dormitory ries, potentially reopening as sorori- pate many problems with the tem- 
would then be used to Free up space ty housing and non-dormitory porary relocations of EC and Bur- 
in the undergraduate system by . space, respectrvely. Random would tonConner resrdents. 
shifting the graduate dormitory close in 2008-2009, while Bexley "When you're movlng a hall 
Ashdown to undergraduate housing. would close in 20 10-20 1 1. together.. . I don't think its going to 

Ashdown residents would move Also as part of the plan, East 
to the new graduate dormitory, and Campus and Burton-Conner would Dorms, Page 14 
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Yufel Wang G (left) and Ellsa Rah G speak to MIT graduate and Ernst & Young recruiter Helen 
Zhou '04 about job openings during the MIT career fair, held yesterday in Johnson Athletic Center. 

N Y - _  _ 
New undergraduate program in 
Biological Engineering could be 
approved as early as December. 

Endowment 
Increases by 
18 Percent 
To $6 Billion 

L 

By Jeffrey Chang 
s"frRrroRrrR - 

MIT's endowment rose 18 per- 
cent this past fiscal year from $5.1 
billion to almost $6 bllliotl after 
declining for the past three years. 
This makes it the fifth largest pri- 
vate university endowment in the 
United States, said Treasurer Allan 
S. Bufferd '59 in an e-mail. 

Declining revenues from the 
endowment resulted In salary 
freezes, a number of layoffs, and a 
campus shutdown over winter break 
last year. The endowment this year 
was "much higher than expected," 
said Provost Robert A. Brown. He 
points *to the rebound~ng economy 
as the main reason for the increase. 
$35 million budget cut last year 

Referring to an article in The 
New York Times, Brown s a ~ d  that 
MIT's 18.1 percent gain last year is 
above the median increase of 17.1 
percent for the top 25 endowments 
in the country. The endowment has 
"reached the bottom and IS golng 
back up," though it will take a few 
years to return to its peak of $6.5 
billion m 2000, Brown said. 

Normal budget planned 
"We are budgeting and planning 

in our normal mode now, and pro- 
jecting a conservative growth rate" 

Endowment, Page 11 
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African Union To Send Ikoops 
In Bid To Curb Sudan Violence 

By Warren Hoge 
TIIE ,VEIV YORK n.wa .. UNITED NATIONS 

I Nigeria's president. 0l;segun ~b i san jo ,  said Thursday that the 
African Union, of which he is the chairman, had decided to send 
thousands of troops and monitors to help curb the violence in the 
Darfur region of Sudan that has killed 50,000 villagers and displaced 
1.4 million others. 

Obasanjo said he expected a force of 3,000 to 5,000 to be assem- 
bled by the fist week in October, but he added that millions of dol- 
lars were needed to deploy it. 

A U.N. Security Council resolution passed Saturday, which 
threatened Sudan with sanctions if the violence continued, gave the 
lead peacemaking role in Darfur to the 53-nation African Union. It 
currently has about 90 military observers in Darfir and 300 troops to 
protect them. 

They are monitoring a conflict that began in February 2003, when 
two rebel groups from Darfur's black African population rose up 
against perceived discrimination by the government in Khartoum, 
Sudan's capital. In response, the national authorities armed and 
equipped Arab militias known as the Janjaweed, which retaliated 
with a campaign that the United Nations has termed ethnic cleansing 
and the United States has called genocide. 

Antarctic Glaciers Quicken Pace 
To Sea; Warming Is Cited 

- 

By kndrew C. Revkin 
7'11.5 .\'.YIV YORE; 7%blCS 

. Spuked by warming coastal air and whters, some of Antarctica's 
glaciers have accelerated their seaward march, fresh observations 
show, suggesting that ocean levels might be irreversibly on the rise 
for centuries to come. 

Global warming from smokestack and tailpipe emissions of heat- 
trapping gases could well be contributing to the changes, but some 
of what is happening is probably a delayed reaction to the long 
warm-up since the last ice age, glaciologists said Thursday. 

Overall, Antarctica still holds a mix of conditions, with some 
spots cooling and others warming, but the new observations, 
described this week in three scientific papers, confirm that warming 
along the coast, as it causes fringes of ice to melt, can release bigger 
ice sheets to flow faster to the ocean, where they will inevitably 
melt. ' 

The changes were detected by separate satellite and aircraft sur- 
veys of small glaciers along the east side of the Antarctic Peninsula, 
the rugged, sharply warming arm reaching toward South America, 
and along giant ice sheets feeding into the Amundsen Sea. 

Bank Of America Putsunit In Hub 
By Sasha Talcott 
TllE I1OSTO.V (;1.0/3E 

Bank of America Corp. confirmed Thursday it will locate its 
wealth management division in Boston and said it will move about 
100 high-level jobs here: 

The decision comes after weeks of heated criticism from elected 
officials upset the bank had laid off hundreds of Boston workers and 

' 

womed the bank had broken its promises on job commitments to the 
region. This is the first time since Efank of America acquired Fleet- 
Boston Financial Corp. in April that it has laid out specific plans to 
create a large amoht  of high-level jobs in Boston. 

The bank's decision to move the top leaders of the it's wealth 
management arm and much of their support staff to Boston will 
position the city as a center of power in the bank and ultimately 
could generate hundreds of more jobs for the region, b . d  execu- 
tives said. 

Bush, 
hJ Despite Vii 
By ~lisabeth Bumiller 
7FlE NEW YOM XUES 

WASHINGTON 

President Bush and Prime Min- 
ister Ayad Allawi of Iraq vowed in 
the White House Rose Garden on 
Thursday that Iraq would hold free 
elections as scheduled in January, 
even though Bush acknowledged 
the "persistent violence" in some 
parts of the country and Allawi 
conceded that the elections "may 
not be perfect." 

Similarly, Defense Secretary 
Donald H. Rumsfeld spoke openly 
for the first time on Thursday about 
the possibility that the January 
elections might be held only in 
parts of Iraq. 

"Let's say you tried to have an 
election, and you could have it in 
three-quarters or four-fifths of the 
country, but .some places you 
couldn't because the violence was 
too great," Rumsfeld said at a hear- 
ing on Capitol Hill. "Well, that's 
sobeit. Nothing's perfect in life." 

But on a day when both Repub- 
licans and Democrats used Allawi 
to reinforce starkly opposed cam- 
paign messages about Iraq, Bush 
and his ally presented, overall, a 
rosy picture of the country. In con- 
trast, Sen. John Kerry, the Democ- 

ratic presidential nominee, seized 
on the visit to paint a bleak portrait 
of Iraq and a Bush administration 
in disarray. 

By the end of the day, it was 
clear that Allawi's visit to Wash- 
ington, his first as Iraq's interim 
prime minister, was not simply a 
state visit but a politically charged 
moment with the debate on the 
course of the war intensifying. 

"I stand here today as the prime 
minister of a country emerging 
finally from dark ages of violence, 
aggression, corruption and greed," 
Allawi told a joint session of Con- 
gress before his appearance at the 
White House, using language that 
echoed Bush's campaign speeches 
about Iraq. ';Like almost every 
Iraqi, I have many friends who 
were murdered, tortured or raped 
by the regime of Saddam Hussein." 

In the Rose Garden two hours - 
later, Allawi and Bush continually 
cited progress in a nation that has 
been plagued by an emboldened 
insurgency, suicide bombings and 
the recent beheadings of  two 
American hostages. "You can 
understand it's tough and still be 
optimistic," Bush said. "You can 
understand how hard it is and 
believe we'll succeed." 

Allawi, a former neurologist 
with close ties to the Central Intel- 
.ligence Agency, was selected as 
interim prime minister in May by a 
U.N. envoy under heavy pressure 
from the United States. He said in 
the Rose Garden that every day he 
receives a threat on his life and that 
in the last month he has learned of 
four conspiracies to kill him. 

Bush, in his enthusiasm to por- 
tray what he called progress in 
Iraq, went so far as to say that polls 
there asking people whether the 
country was on the right or wrong 
track showed more positive results 
than similar polls in the United 
States. 

"I saw a poll that said the right 
tracklwrong track in Iraq was better ' 
than here in Amer.ica," Bush said, 
chuckling. "It's pretty dam strong. 
I mean, the people see a better 
firtye." 

A Kerry campaign spokesman, 
Joe Lockhart, responded that Bush 
must be "unhinged from reality" to 
cite such a poll. 

Kerry, at a news conference in 
Columbus, Ohio, said that Allawi 
was not making sense, pointing in 
particular to his assertion to Con- 
gress that the terrorists in Iraq were 
on the defensive. 

Pentagon Report Says 

By Thom Shanker . 
TllE NEW YORK 7'1.WE.S 

WASHINGTUN 

A Pentagon-appointed panel of 
outside experts has concluded in a 
new study that the U.S. military 
does not have sufficient forces to 
sustain current and anticipated sta- 
bility operations, like the festering 
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan 
and other missions that might 
arise. 

Portions of the study, which has 
not been officially released, were 
read into the public record on 
Thursday by Sen. Jack Reed of 
Rhode Island, a leader of Democrats 
who want to expand the size of  the 
military. . 

During testimony by Defense 
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld and 

his top commanders, Reed said he 
found the study "provocative and 
startling." 

Rumsfeld said the report was an 
"excellent piece of work," and that 
he had ordered briefings on its 
findings for senior military and 
civilian officials. But he cautioned 
after the hearing that the section 
read by Reed was not a compre- 
hensive synopsis, and that the 
authors of the study may not be 
fully aware of steps under way by 
the Pentagon to lessen stress on the 
force, and actions taken specifical- 
ly by the Army to increase the 
number of available combat forces 
without further expanding the mili- 
tary. 

Reed said the Defense Science 
Board study found "inadequate total 

numbers of U.S. troops" and "a lack 
of long-term endurance." 

He quoted the report as saying 
that unless the United States scaled 
back its stabilization operations, it 
would have to reshape its forces to 
"trade combat capabilities for sta- 
bilization capabilities". or depend 
on contributions of troops from 
allied countries or the United 
Nations. 

"If everything we recommend is 
implemented over the next five 
years but we continue our current 
foreign policy of military expedi- 
tions every two years, we will begin 
two more stabilization operations 
without sufficient preparation or 
resources," Reed said in describing 
the findings of the board, a high 
level advisory group. 

Come on Now, Blame the Meteorologists! 
By Cegeon J. Chan 
STAFF ,\IETF.~OROI.OGI.YT 

Delivering weather forecasts for over a handful of years now, I've had to 
forecast a fair share of both pleasant and unpleasant weather. Every time a 
forecast of frigid temperatures, or soggy rainy days comes around (like this 
past Saturday), someone will undoubtedly blame it on the person they hear 
it from - the meteorologists. As for "good" weather, we, the meteorolo- 
gists, are often forgotten. But don't despair! You still have time to thank 
your local weatherman because this weekend's forecast will be sensational. 

Now that we are just entering the fall season, the solar rays heating the 
ground isn't likely strong enough to initiate any convective thunderstorms. 
Also it's not late enough in the season to expect strong temperature gradi- 
ents across the U.S. to develop any strong low-pressure systems. Thus, we 
can expect the sunny skies, dry conditions and high temperatures generally 
in the mid 70'S°F (24°C) to last through the weekend. (This would be a 
wonderful opportunity to explore the fall foliage in upstate New England.) 
These pleasant days will last until Tuesday, but by then, we may be under 
the influence of Hurricane Jeanne. In the meantime, be sure to enjoy the 
great weather! 

Extended Forecast: 

Today: Sunny and slightly warmer than today. Highs in the mid 70s°F 
(24°C). 

Tonight: Mostly clear with lows in the mid 50s°F (12OC). 
Tomorrow: Partly cloudy and warmer, with highs reaching 80°F (27°C). 
Tomorrow night: Mostly clear with lows mid 60°F (17'C) 
Sunday and Monday: Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 70s°F (22°C) 

and lows in the lower 50s°F (10°C) 

Situation for Noon Eastern Daylight Time, Friday, September 24, 2004 
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Tests Show Airport Screenings 
Still Misses Knives, Explosives 
By Matthew L Wald 
1YIE NEW YORK TIMES 

WASHINGTON 

Covert government tests last 
November showed that screeners 
were still missing some knives, 
guns and explosives carried thiough 
airport checkpoints, and the reasons 
involve equipment, training, proce- 
dures and management, according 
to a report by the inspector general 
of the Homeland Security Depart- 
ment. 

A' congressional aide who has 
been briefed about the report, 
which is clas'sified. said that it 
showed the test scores were roughly 
the same in November as in earlier 
tests. 

This might actually represent 

progress, the aide a id ,  because the 
test had become more difficult, with 
the weapons "more artfully con- 
cealed." 

"It's improving but it's got a 
long, long way to go," said the aide, 
who asked not to be identified 
because he was describing details 
that were not made public. . 

Of the objects that screeners are 
supposed to detect, the explosives are 
the most.difficult, the aide said. Con- 
cern over explosives has risen since 
the destruction of two Russian airlin- 
ers by Chechen suicide bombers in 
August. 

The test results  were first 
given to Congress in April. In a 
hearing on April 22, the inspector 
general of the Department of 

Homeland Security, Clark Kent 
Ervin, compared the success of 
government screenerswith the per- 
formance by private screeners, 
used at five airports in a pilot pro- 
gram. :They performed about the 
same, which is, to say equally 
poorly," he said. 

This week Ervin issued a final 
report on the tests, including rec- 
ommendations. A declassified. 
abbreviated version of the r epo i  
was publicly released Wednes- 
day. 

One recommendation was for 
recurrent training for the screen- 
ers, but the report noted that the 
Transportation Security Admin- 
istration began doing that last 
fall. 

W wrton to Sell Field Services 
Unit Amid Losses, Controversies 
By Simon Romero 
TIIE hrEW YORK T lMf  T 

HOUSTON 

When Halliburton was awarded 
contracts worth more than $12 bil- 
lion for work in Iraq, critics said 
that the company was using its 
political connections to reap big 
profits. But now, in a sign that those 
contracts are not providing the boon 
executives had expected from a sub- 
sidiary weighed down by other 
problems, Halliburton said Thurs- 
day that it was considering a sale of 
the business. ' 

The unit, KBR, which provides 
military and oil field services, has 
been plagued by disappointing loss- 
es, investigations into its activities 
in Nigeria and Iran as well as siz- 

able asbestos claims. Making mat- 
ters worse, KBR's work in Iraq has 
not been as profitable as other activ- 
ities and has contributed to a public 
relations nightmare for its parent. 
All of this has happened while KBR 
is seeking to emerge from bankrupt- 
cy protection. 

The announcement by Hallibur- 
ton, the nation's largest energy ser- 
vices company, indicated that 
KBR's problems have kept a lid on 
Halliburton's stock price and hin- 
dered its ambitions to benefit from 
elevated oil prices. 

In a meeting here with investors, 
Halliburton's chief executive, David 
J.'Lesar, said the company had 
become part of a "vicious cam- 
paign" of political attacks ahead of 

Cancer Survivor Gives Birth After 
Removal And Return Of Ovary 

By Denise Grady 
T l l r  Nr lv  YORh 11\41 S 

A 32-year-old woman in Belgium has become the first woman 
ever to give birth after having ovarian tissue removed, frozen and 
then implanted back in her body, doctors are reporting. 

She had the tissue removed in 1997 in hopes of preserving her fer- 
tility, because she had Hodgkin's lymphoma, a type of cancer, and 
was about to undergo chemotherapy with drugs likely to damage her 
ovaries and cause premature menopause and infertility. She and her 
doctors hoped that once she was cured, the ovarian tissue could be 
thawed and returned to her abdomen to produce eggs. 

The strategy apparently worked. The woman, Ouarda Touirat, 
got pregnant the natural way and gave birth on Thursday to an 8 Ib. 
3 oz. daughter, Tamara, at St. Luke's Hospital in Brussels. A hos- 
pital spokeswoman said that both the mother and baby were 
healthy. 

The case reflects a success story in cancer treatment: Cure rates 
'for cancers in children and young people have increased enough so 
that it  is realistic to worry about whether survivors will be able to 
have children of their own one day. 

Florida High Court Rules Against 
Governor In RighGTeDie-Case 

By Abby Goodnough 
I t I E h t l l  YOHA I I I ILJ MIAMI 

Gov. Jeb Bush's efforts to keep a badly brain-damaged woman 
alive against her husband's wishes all but collapsed Thursday, when 
the Florida Supreme Court ruled that the law allowing him to order 
her feeding tube reinserted violated the separation of powers yaran- 
teed by the state's constitution. 

A spokeswoman for Bush said his lawyers were exploring 
options, like requesting a rehearing of the case or appealing to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. She said the governor had 10 days to seek a 
rehearing, during which the woman. Theresa Schiavo, 40, must con- 
tinue to receive nourishment. 

Yet there were signs that Bush, who resolutely inserted himself in 
the thorny case last fall, might accept the high court's judgment. 

"The governor was disappointed in the ruling, and his prayers go 
out to Terri's family," the spokeswoman, Jill Bratina, said. "At the 
same time, the governor respects the role of the judicial branch on 
issues such as this and the rule of law. And he recognizes the Florida 
Supreme Court is the final arbiteron state laws, and as such recog- 
nizes that the options before us may be limited." 

The seven justices ruled unanimously, writing that "Tem's Law," 
hastily passed by the Republican-controlled Legislature last fall, was 
"an unconstitutional encroachment on the power that has been 
reserved for the independent judiciary." 

this year's presidential election. 
Lesar has lamented Halliburton's 
prominence as a target for critics of 
the Bush administration's handling 
of the war in Iraq, and repeated 
some of those concerns on Thurs- 
day. 

Controversy is nothing new for 
the company that was run by Vice 
President Dick Cheney for five 
years until 2000. KBR has long 
been associated with the coziness of 
politics and business in the oil 
industrv in Texas and has become a 
symbG of the reach of American 
-energy conglomerates into mafiy 
politically unsavory'areas around 
the world. Halliburton acquired 
Brown and Root, the corporate 
ancestor of KBR, in 1962. - - 

your own potential. 

It's true, you are in control of your destiny. Whatever your 
interests, whatever your goals, there is a path of discovery 
here for you. This is a place where you can define and take 
on your own challenges, oversee your own assignments, and 
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Something was missing from last week's Undergraduate Association Panhel, independent living groups, and off-campus residents, but their 
elections, even beyond the lack'of enough official candidates to fill all senators are not tied to specific houses. While ideally each dormitory 
the empty positions. To wit, a significant portion of the UA Senate was would be able to field a number of energetic candidates who are well- 

elected without an official platform. educated and opinionated about problems in student life, the past elec- 
Even the registered candidates were tion shows this approach simply leads to a lack of debate and last- Editorial ' quiet on c m p w  fife issues. For the leg- minute candidacies. 
islative body supposedly charged with In other words, the dormitories seem to get drawn arrd quartered as 

representing the interests of all undergraduates, this is a serious blow to they scramble to fill every slot, and as a chain is.only as strong as its 
its legitimacy, especially given that it's happened for multiple years. weakest link, so the Senate is only as tough as its most indifferent 

The most obvious sign of trouble lies in the number of candidates members. Of course, the benefit of having a representative in each dor- 
who were elected as write-ins, and that three dormitories failed to field mitory, accessibility, is clear. There's a good chance everyone knows a 
even one official candidate. Bexley Hall, McCormick Hall, Next House Senator or lives within several hundred feet of one, even if they're not 
and Senior House each elected o6e senator by aware of it. But easy accessibility does not out- . 

write-in votes, while East Campus elected both weigh the drag indifference makes on the Sen- 
by write-in. This means that six of the 27 elect- ate's ability to influence the administration. 
ed UA Senators were write-in candidates. Reovganizini the UA Senate By allowing all dormitory residents to vote 

MIT students are notoriously busy, so it's no for the same pool of candidates, the competi- 
surprise some did not register on time and ran as ~ ~ ~ l d p r o d u c e  a better and Wlore tion would increase and hence the effectiveness 
write-ins. But such a high percentage of elected legitimate legislative body. , 

of elected senators as well. Simple steps, like 
write-in candidates only underscores a deeper requiring each candidate to answer a set of 
problem, which is that too many senators have - _ questions on student life and then posting 
been elected without substantive knowledge of copies on each floor of every dormitory, could 
or opinions on critical issues in student life. This has led to an increas- easily allow students to judge which candidates they thought best. 
ing irrelevancy of the Senate to both undergraduates and the adminis- Although every dormitory would not have a senator, candidates could 
tration, as witnessed by the Senate's resolution on the flag ban last year conceivably run on platforms relevant to multiple or even individual 
that went unnoticed and unheard by MIT. The Senate is nominally sup- dormitories, such as developing more dinner options for students on 
posed to advocate for students' interests in MIT's policy decisions, but east campus. The burden of maintaining effective communication with 
right now it is the UA President who holds most of the power, influ- students would be on the Senators, with being voted of out office the 
ence and knowledge of administration decisions. The President is price of inaction. 
directly elected, of course, but the role of the Senate as a representative As it stands, the UA Senate is ofteri dismissed by students as irrel- 
body reflecting the multiple viewpoints of students cannot be replaced evant to their lives. Given that MIT is currently reevaluating its 
by a single office. philosophies for student life and academics, students need effective 

'In order to remedy the Senate's growing irrelevancy, we propose representation to the administration more than ever. Reorganizing the 
that it should shrink by close to half and allow all dormitories to vote UA Senate to be smaller and making dormitory representatives cam- 
on a single group of candidates. As it currently stands, every dormitory pus-wide would produce a better and more legitimate legislative 
is represented by one or two senators based on its total residency. The bopy. 
same resident-to-Senator ratio applies to the Interfraternity Council, Vivek Rao has recused himselffrom.this editorial 

Correction on FSILG Table 
Following an article .published last Friday, Sept. 17 ["Report 

Details FSILG Problems"], it became clear h m  many e-mails that 
the table going with the story, purportedly giving the number of resi- 
dents in FSILG houses over the past ten years, did not reflect reality. 

Ultimately, it seems that the table simply measured a less than use- 
ful statistic, the number of students in the registrar's database who list- 
ed a given address as their residence. Ri Romano, statistician for the . 
Registrar's Office, said that a large source of error for the table was 
that MIT never automatically "closes" the address listing of a student 
living off-campus. In other words, an FSILG member could enter his 
or her address into the database, and that address would remain for 
perpetuity unless the student changed it. This is in contrast to the dor- 
mitories, where MIT automatically "opens" and "closes" the address 
of each student at the beginning and end of the academic year. 

Given that some of the numbers in the table are drastically 
wrong, such a$ the number for Alpha Delta Phi, which was at times 
over twice the liouse's capacity, the only conclusion one can draw is 
'to not use the data at all. This means that the two graphs made using 

the data must also be discarded. 
Unfortunately, it seems that none of the student FSILG govern- 

ments, or MIT, have a readily available table giving the equivalent 
or similar data over the ten year period. Dean of FSILGs David N. 
Rogers was able to compile a table for years from 1992 to 2002 
using data his office had gathered on house occupancy. However, at 
first glance this table contained at least one number that was off by 
100 percent when compared with the group's own records, implying 
this table also' is untrustworthy. In the meantime, it's impossible to 
recreate the two accompanying graphs. 

Also, as many noticed, the lettering on the graph giving change 
In membership since freshmen on campus was incorrect, and 
Romano also noted that the years in the table had been shifted, so 
that what was labeled as 2004 should have been 2003 and so forth. 
However, given that none of the data is accurate in the first place, it 
is not worth reprinting a corrected version. 

-Beckeft W. Sterner 
Editor in Chief 

Litters To The Editor 
An Open Letter ing this, perhaps the answer lies not in exclud- with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

ing these students from the applicant pool, but which prohibits discrimination based on med- TO Marilee Jones in reworking the mental health services at MIT ical conditions. 
Dear Ms. Jones [MIT Dean ofAdmissions], and the general atmosphere that students live Depression is also not simply a reaction to 

, I read your statement in Newsweek in an in. 
article ["Dealing with Depression"] relating to Depression is an episodic disease. People Continued on Page 5 
mental health issucs on university campuses. suffering from depression are not constantly 
You don't seem to understand mental illness depressed any more than people with heart dis- 
very well, and I would like to take this opportu- ease are constantly in cardiac arrest. During the 
nity to tell you some things I hope you will remission times, these people can h c t i o n  just 
take into account when considering potential as highly as anyone else. I am sure that you 
students. would never keep a deserving student out of 

Errata 
First of all, the main kind of mental illness MIT because of a condition that will only flare ' An article in the sports section on Sept. 

you deal with as a university is depression. . up occasionally. After all, students who have 21 YThe Magic of Long, Curly Hair"] 
Depression has reached epidemic rates and is other medical problems face the same issues, stated that Red Sax player Johnny Damon 

. now one of the top causes of death among 19- and I know that MIT does not discriminate had a OBP of .477 instead of the correct 
24 year olds. To me, this indicates that the against them. I see the many walkways and ele- number of .386. Also, the series of games 
problem lies not with the individual students, vators around the MIT campus and so I assume between the Yankees and Sox in July was 
but in the society that surrounds them. Realiz- that MTT is diligent about being in'accordance four games long, not three. 

Opinion Policy * 
The Tech reserves the right to edit or condense letters; shorter letters 
will be given higher priority. Once submitted, all letters become 

Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are written property of The Tech, and will not be returned. The Tech makes no 
by the,editorial board, which consists of the chairman, editor in commitment to publish all the letters received. 
chief, managing editor, opinion editors, a senior editor, and an opin- Guest columns are opinion articles submited by members of the 
ion staffer. I MIT or local community and have the author's name in italics. 

Dissents are the opinions of signed members of the editorial Col-s without italics are written by Tech staff. 
bpard choosing to publish their disagreement with the editorial. 

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are writ- 
ten by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, not nec- ToReachUs , 

essarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions are encour- The Tech's telephone number is (617) 253-1541. E-mail is the 
aged and should be sent to letters@the-tech.mit.edu. Hard copy easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
submissions should be addressed to The Tech, P.O. Box 397029, whom to contact, send mail to general@tlie-tech.mit.edu, and it will 
Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by interdepartmental mail to be directed to the appropriate person. Please send press releases, 
Room W20-483. All submissions are due by 4:30 p.m. two days requests for coverage, and information about errors that call for cor- 
before the date of publication. rection to news@the-tech.mit.edu. Letters to the editor should be 

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors' signatures, sent to Ietters@the-tech.mit.edu. The Tech can be found on the 
addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters will not be accepted. World Wide Web at http://the-tech.mit.edu. 
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FOCing the Dorms i I OffTUith His Head? 
um, and in the aftermath, you've got a bunch 

Ruth Miller of proud, new pledges, and the FSILGs will 
survive for another year. 

Freshmen on campus. The phonetic pro- This would be all fine and good, except 
nunciation of its acronym is a little ironic, these pledges can't move into their houses 
because that's what it does to everything it yet. They made the conscience decision to 
touches. move out of their dorm, but can't do so for a 

Nothing quite stirs up the blood like dis- whole year. They're being forced to live 
cussing this iiber-controversial policy. The there against their will, and come to see it as 
FSILGs have had their turn lacerating this a holding pen - keeping them from the awe- 
policy for a few years, and it's high time some life that awaits them. 
someone looked at this from the other side of These pledges don't consider themselves 
the fence: the dorms. to be part o f  the dormitory. Given the excite- 

"Dorms." What connotation does that ment of Rush, bids, and pledging, "I didn't 
carry for you? It probably depends on where want to join a FSILG so I'm staying in the 
you live. If you've lived out your undergrad- dorm" doesn't stand a chance. 
uate career off campus, your perception of So when dorms try and organize activi- 
dorms is probably very different than some- ties, guess who doesn't come? Half the fresh- 
one who lives on campus, and if you live on men guys are nowhere to be found, having 
campus, your perception is likely different been whisked away by the wild and crazy 
than someone that lives somewhere else on frat l ife.  Who can blame them? These  
campus. pledges have no reason to invest their time or 

I live in Burton-Conner, and our nine energy into the dorm - it's just temporary 
floors provide a pretty decent cross-section housing. They don't need to meet these peo- 
of the rest of the system. We've got the out- ple, because they won't ever see them again. 
going floors that spend a lot of time with There's no incentive to establish even a tem- 
each other,. the quieter porary relationship, 
f loors  that s t ick to  because they have 
themselves, and indi- another place to  go  
vidual suites .that are with other  
obsesied with various F°C is an ex~l lent job T h e  pledges a re  

* - 
things (sports, explo- - of dividing the student body. i~iconvenienced, and 
sions, etc.) their ghosts haunt the 

In short, dormitory 
life offers variety. The 
FSILGs do as well, but 
where I just have to walk up a flight of stairs 
to get to a different subculture, off-campus 
living groups aren't nearly as close-knit. 

It is an unfortunate flaw in the design of 
the housing system tliat dor~iiitories and 
FSILGs must compete so directly over who 
they consider to be the "good" freshmen, 
because it seems these groups could work 
together to have even more fun. Regardless, 
the dormitories and FSILGs both need occu- 

--. dorm; unt i l  they 
move out. 

Of course pledges 
are always welcome at dorm functions, and it 
may be in good spirit  for the FSILG to 
encourage.the pledges to spcnd more time in 
their dorm, but it's not in the best interest of 
the FSILG to let them get too cozy. Housing 
inertia may set in, and if they have too much 
fun, they could always de-pledge. It's in the 
best interest of  the FSILG to keep their 
pledges out of the dorm as much as possible. 

Basically, FOC is doing an excellent job 
pants, and the opportunity for cooperation is. of  dividing the'student body. Before, ;he 
forsaken in a fight for survival. The dormito- onloff campus rivalry only lasted until the 
ries will live on, but FSILGs are dependent freshnien moved into their houseat the end 
on getting pledges. As a result, stereotypes of  Rush, and then everyone had several 
are created. I don't have to explain those months to be friendly. Now, the stakes stay 
here, I'm asking for enough hate mail as it is, high until the end of the year, just before the 
except to say the dorms are cast as the lamer next class of freshmen arrives and the whole 
of the two options. cycle starts all over again. 

The annual fight for freshmen ignites Thank you, FOC, for forcing people into 
whenever a FSILG feels threatened. If orien- my house against their will. It makes us all 
tation is a hurricane, FOC is a pound of sodi- very proud to live there, too. 

Letters 
Continued from Page 4 

stress. People suffering from depression will 
not simply "crumble the first time they do 
poorly on a test," as you are quoted as saying in 
Ncutsweek. If given the proper care, they will 
respond to stress quite healthily. Therapists can 
remind students of all the options they have 
and put the bad grade in perspective for them. 
Students in therapy are also already more 
accustomed to reaching out for help when they 
are in trouble, and so they likely are more able 
to take advantage of the many academic sup- 
port structures in place at MIT. 

Being on medication is also not an indica- 
tion of an inability to deal with the world. The 
medication is helping these students do just 
that. While I absolutely agree that all students 
should be warned of the high stress environ- 
ment of MIT, I believe it is up to the student to 
make a dccision as to whether or not this 
school is the right one for him. Your statement 
also creates the image that MIT discriminates 
against students who do take medication, a 
dangerous image to propagate. 

Many people with mental problems still do 
outstanding research. One such case is John 
Nash, the Nobel Prize winner featured in the 
movie "A Beautiful Mind," who battled schizo- 
phrenia. I would hate to think that people like 
this, with such potential to offer the world, 
would be passed over by MIT because of a dis- 
ability. 

Given the large numbers of people suffering 
from depression and other mental illnesses and 
the terrible reality of suicide if the disease is 
left untreated, I think that MIT and institutions 
across tlie country and the world would be bet- 
ter served by looking at what they can do to 
help alleviate the situation rather than how to 
screen out people wlio miglit have these prob- 
lems. With sensitive therapists and knowledge- 
able psychiatrists, places like MIT have the 
opportunity to help their students immensely. 
But this can not be achieved if mental illness 
continues to carry a stigma. Students cannot 
take advantage of the support around them if 
they are afraid to admit to having a problem. 

It used to be that people were judged by the 
external problems they had. Blind, deaf, and 

Alexander Del Nido not satisfied with Dan Rather's apology -- 
they'won't  be pleased until the  veteran 

For those MIT students wlio are suffi- newscaster and all senior officials at CBS 
ciently content to live in the bubble that is News hand in their resignations. This is "the 
college and not pay any attention to what is worst media coverage in CBS News histo- 
happeningintheworldaroundthem,letme ry," according to  a pet i t ion from 
review the events of the past week or so: http://www.rathergate.corn, calling on the 

Something of a journalistic debacle has network to fire its top people. "We're sorry, 
taken place. On the news program "60 Min- but you have to go," writes Cliff Kinkaid of 
utes," CBS News broadcast a story on Presi- the conservative Accuracy in Media organi- 
dent Bush's service in the National Guard zation. 
during the Vietnam War. Essentially, CBS Now, let 's look a t  another  man who 
alleged that Bush had used the influence of should be held accountable for spreading 
his congressman father to get a spot in the false information to the American people. 
Guard, while many others his age were sent The parallels between "Rathergate" and 
to southeast Asia - once in this "champagne "Bushgate" are striking: 
regiment", Bush did C B S  News  rel ied 
not  fulf i l l  h i s  duty on Bill Burkett, who 
and essentially didn't ended up admitting to 
show up a 10; of the men CBS makes the Rather  that he  knew 
time. CBS's informa- the documents had not 
tion came from docu- over 1 ;OOO ~ m e & m n s  been genuine when he 
ments  purportedly passed them o n  to  
written by Bush 's  andco~ntlessIraqisdon'tlosc C B S . B u s h r e l i e d o n  
commanding officer. their livesfoy it. Ahmed Chalabi ,  an 
Unfortunately for  I raqi  diss ident  who 
CBS, it turns out that lied when he  told the 
the memos were not adminis t ra t ion that 
adequately vetted by the network's fact- Saddam Hussein had weapons o f  mass  
checkers and were, in fact, cheaply done destruction. 
forgeries provided to CBS by a dubious ex- Opponents of CBS argue that it ignored 
Guard nieniber with a long-standing hatred conflicting evidence for the story because it 
of  President Bush. After standing by their was motivated by tlie liberal nledia's obses- 
story for nearly a week, CBS embarrassingly sion with bringing down the President.  
reversed itself on Monday, with their nightly Opponents of  Bush argue that he ignored 
news anchor Dan Rather apologizing person- reports that Iraq did not have weapons of 
ally and on behalf of the network for the use mass destruction, nor did it have ties to al- 
of the invalid documents. Qaeda, because he was motivated by person- 

Now, read again what I just wrote - al feelings of revenge against Saddam and 
does this sound familiar? A sensational story by personal gain in 'acquiring Iraq's oil 
that has the potential to cause a huge change reserves. 
in public opinion, sources which turn out to When faced with overwhelming evidence 
be unreliable and wrong, prociding the against them, both Bush and CBS stood by 
American people with a case before ade- their increasingly unbelievable stories. Now, 
quately scrutinizing all of the evidence ... at least for CBS, tlie truth has comc out and 
where have I heard this song beforc? the story has blown up in their face. 

This episode, which may come to be The intelligent reader is no doubt think- 
known in the pantheon of great American ing: "Now wait a minute. Surely there are 
political scandal as"'Memogate" or "Rather- big differences between the forged CBS 
gate" after the unfortunatc news anchor, memos and the flawed intelligence which 
illustrates the brazen hypocrisy by which the the Rush administration used to take the 
radical right wing lives in this country. Sup- country to  war, right'?" I couldn't agree 
posedly outraged at this latest example of  more. 
terrible liberal media bias, conservative talk When you read the vitriolic columns of 
radio hosts, internet bloggers, and even sup- r ight  wing pundi ts  a t  places  l ike  
posedly mainstream political figures, were kt tp: / /www.townhal l .com,  who call  for  

To The  Editor. Continued 
, Rather's blood to be shed, you'll see what a 
' ridiculous double-standard the right has for 1 determining when to eet outraged. When 

other physically handicapped people were dis- 
criminated against because it was easier to keep 
them out than it was to accommodate them. 
Thankfully we have changed that view. The 
same consideration should be extended when 
dealing with mental illness, and in fact legally 
must be. I hope that having read this, you can 
apply your knowledge both to assessing appli- 
cants and to making MIT a better place for 
everyone to work and live. 

Sincerely, 
Lisa Silverman 

MIT Center for Cancer Research 

Questioning 
The Tech's Choice 

In Advertisers 
I question the wisdom of allowing the 

MPAA to take-out a full-page ad on page 13 
of the Sept. 21 issue of The Tech. While I 
believe that downloading movies is wrong 
and that one should pay for entcrtainment, I 
strongly object to the methods the MPAA 
uses to combat the issue of digital "piracy." 
The MPAA (along with the RIAA) uses its 
enornious power and  weal th  to  run 
roughshod over the rights of people both in 
this country and around the world. Their 
automated Cease & Desist letters are creat- 
ing a "guilty until proven innocent" environ- 
ment on the Internet, as many ISPs will sim- 
ply terminate a user's service upon receiving 
one of these notices, and the burden of' proof 
is placed on the user to denionstrate that in 
fact the MPAAIRIAA made a mistake. 

Witness  the case  o f  Professor  Pcter  
Usher, in the Astronomy Department a t  
Penn State, who published an MP3 file of an 
a cappel la  song  recorded b y  some 
astrorioriier acquaintances. He had the mis- 
fortune to name the file "Usher.mp3" and 
subsequently received a DMCA Cease & 
Desist letter for distributing the works of the 
R&B artist  also named "Usher." Or  the 
recent case of Linux Australia, Inc, a Linux 
user group and advocacy organization in 

" 
I CBS makcsYa mistake (and no one has pro- 

Australia, which was accused of distributing ' duced any evidence to prove that it was not 
the motion pictures "Grind" and "Twisted," 
when in fact it was distributing two open- 
source packages - a Python framework 
called "Twisted" and the memory debugger 
"Valgrind" which they had abbreviated as 
"grind." I11 both of these cases, sanity and 
reason were able to intervene before the 
plug was pulled on these Web sites, but 0th- 
ers were not as lucky. 

The MPAA is also on a mission to con- 
trol what you can and can't do in your own 
home. DVD "Regional Coding Enhance- 
ment" is a creation of the MPAA, which pre- 
vents a Region 1 DVD disc from playing in 
a "region free:' player. In the MPAA's view, 
there is no reason for a region free player 
other than to v!ew pirated discs. This o f  
course fails to take into account the large 
number of expatriates who wish to purchase 
and view DVDs from their home countries, 

: an honest mistake),  they "must be held 
accountable" for its "gross incompetence or 
willful deception!" However, when Bush 
invades the wrong country out  o f  gross  
incompetence, it's an honest mistake. Even 
if the error took place on his watch, it isn't 
his fault - i t 's  the C I A ' C ~ ,  FBI's, Con- 
gress's, American people's; in short, as 
some left-wingers like to say, anyone but 
Bush! 

Furthermore, when CBS makes tht  niis- 
take, Dan Rather goes on the air and apolo- 
gizes for it - the President, in contrast, 
seems prouder every day that we had no rea- 
son for invading Iraq; tlie only mistake 
we've made there, Bush-contended in a 
recent interview, is tliat our success was 
"catastrophic" and too fast! The day the 
Bushists actually apologize for anything is 
the day that Bush and his whole cibinet con- 

o r  the ever-growing nunibcr o f  fans  o f  vert to Islam and make the pilgrimage to 
Japanese Anime, which is not always avail- I Mecca. 
able on Region 1 discs. In short, the MPAA I Most importantly, when CBS niakes tlie 
is telling you that you should really only be mistake, over 1,000 Americans and count- 
watching content "approved" for the United less Iraqis don't lose their lives for it. 
States and Canada (Region I). I do  hate to say this, but maybe this 

Finally, the MPAA has a track record of time Rush Limbaugh and the rest o f  the 
attempting to stifle technological innovation 
- peer-to-peer networks are only the most 
recent example. In testimony before Con- 
gress in 1982, Jack Valenti, wlio this year 
stepped down as MPAA president, said: "I 

right-wing noise machine is right - Dan 
Rather should be held accountable for this 
major lapse in journalistic integrity. As 
should George W. Bush, for his abject fail- 
ure of  leadership and his  neglect o f  the 

say to you that the VCR is to tlie American , Presidential duty to prevent the needless 
film producer and the American public as ' loss  o f  Amer ican  l ives .  Whi le  I don ' t  
tlie Boston strangler is to the woman home I expect either Dan Rather or the President 
alone." More than twenty years later we see / to resign anytime soon, we can hope that 
that instead of killing off the movie industry, , the people they both serve, the American 
the VCR has spawned a multi-million dollar public, will make their displeasure known. 
video rental industry, and provided a new If network news watchers come away from 
distribution mctliod of "straight to video" "Rathergate" believing the credibility of  
for films that can't hold their own at the box I Rather and the rest of the CBS crew to be 
office. I find it ironic and distrcssing that the I seriously damaged (and rightly so), they 
newspaper of one of the foremost technolog- I will vote with their rembtes and tune in to 
ical and scientific learning institutions I other channels. Likewise, if the American 
would have anything to do with an organiza- ' public finally wakes up to the fact that their 
tion so bent on stifling innovation to save a absolutely no credibility left 
failing business model. a f t e r  I raqga te ,  t h e  p e o p l e  wi l l  h a v e  a 

c h a n c e  t o  "hold h i m  accountab le"  o n  
Jonathan Reed '02 



The September 
Tech 24,2004 

Trio: % 

f love wassword puzzles--.they 
stimulate the brain arad really 

. make you think. 
Indeed. 

bv Brian Loux 

One Screw Loose . by Josie Sung 



September 24, 2004 Page 7 

One Screw Loose by James Big@ . 

Although he had chosen a conservative tie, 
Harold sensed the interview wasn't going smoothly. 
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What's On Your iPod? , I Worlds 
 NO^ in Your wallet) . . Beyond the 

By Mark Liao that maybe it is alright to know all the words to Mark Liao is a Junior at the Sloan School of 
COLUMNIST , "I'll Never Break Your Heart" by the Backstreet Management. His most prized music posses- -. 

Since Al Gore invented the internet, we've Boys. And if all goes to plan, this will solve that sions are his autogmphed Matt Nathanson CD, 
seen Napster, Audiogalaxy, and Kazaa all come, age old problem of not remembering,that song -the Mamon Spick he was given after a concert 
strive, and fall. Music is an essential part of the from that day when you were doing that thing. at the Paradise (which is currently MU), and 
life of your typical college student and I'm sure And now, before I humbly open myself up his cheap Ximaha guitar that he can only play'- 
every one of us knows some music snob or and admit what songs I'm currently obsessed Tears in Heaven on. 
another who's entire self-esteem revolves with, I would just like to insert this friendly 
around the fact that he knew about Maroon 5 reminder: if you think your music should be W'hat's 0 n ~ o ~ r ~ o d : ~ n d r e w ~ t e h ~ a d  
back when they were just Kara's'Flowers: Hell, heard, if you want to embarrass that cocky 1. The Day of the Phoenix -AM - 

we'll condemn someone equally harshly for lis- numbnut from down the hall, or if you want to 2. Ocean - John Butler Trio 
tening to Ashlee Simpson as for wearing Von make people realize that maybe you're not so 3. Can't Stop Thinking ~ b o u t ~ o u -  ~ a r &  
Dutch trucker h a t s  - ,  different after all, feel free to submit your Sexton - 

And this is why I figured I'd start this col- playlist to howtoeatasian@mit.edu (yes, I'm 4. Chem SixA-Switchfoot 
umn, "What's On Your iPod?", because let's face that guy too) and keep checking back weekly to 5. Automatic Flowers - Our Lady Peace - 
it, iPods are taking over the world faster than - see if its yow time for five seconds of fame. 6. Soma -Smashing Pumpkins 

, - -. 
Lindsey Lohan is becoming a skank-monger. 7.. Beer - Real Big Fish - - ' 
Don't worry all of you mp3 fiends out there, I .What's on Your (nosexistent) Pod: Mark 8. Little Wing -Jimmy Hendrk 
won't be discriminating against you for nut Liao 9. Shine on You Crazy Diamond - Pink 
shelling out $300+ for those signature -white 1. Pretty The World - Matt Nathanson .. Floyd 
earphones - these little articles will be nothing 2. Follow Through - Gavin<Degraw 10. Spanish Caravan - George Winston 
more than a list of 10 or so current songs and 3. She Says - Howie Day (original by The Doors) - 
artists found on a playlist from somewhere on- 4. Let Go - Fmu Fmu . Andrew mitehead is a senior majoring in 
campus. 5. Overkill - Colin Hay ' physics. A walkingpamdox, he prefrs his Cali- 

Hopellly this will give people the chance to 6.Winter - Josh Radin fornia skater look to anything remotely Gap or 
share their music in a legal way. It'll help that 7. Rain King - Counting Cmws J-crew and yet maintains the politeness of a 
bashful freshman open conversation with the 8. A Little Respect - Wheatus (original by charm school valedictorian. He can be found 
oh-so-dreamy senior she's been chasing down. Erazure) proudly rocking on the ancient technology 
-(Oh my god, I love "Anyway You Want It" bye _:. 9. Happy-LSister Hazel - known as mini-disks while insisting that, "third 
Journey.) It'll reassure the ins~curee,sophmio?e 10. This is the Last Time - Keane wave ska is still cool." 

' 

,-- % 

, >+- 

' ~ ~ o r [ d s  Beyond the Mackere/. . . 
,,+ &-4 

I j - - : 

a " Not Even a.Po/ar Bear -?: / / 

By Akshay Patil , , 
. . done." The kind of fridge that taught~the youth The problem with full-sized fridges is that 

CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR - of today the meaning of the phrase "defrost." the-only experience I've had with them is the 
One of the more navel things about living in Yes, they were crappy, but by golly, by gum, self-replenishing kind which lives in my kitchen 

a graduate dorm is the sudden introduction of a they were fridges and back in those craiy days,. at home. There's always food in it, items are 
111-sized refrigeratorJfreezer combo in the (also we didn't judge these things on size, color, or rarely missing for more than a few days, and the 
novel) kitchen area of mytwo-person suite. . . temperature. milk almost never goes bad. Lemrne tell you, 

I'm still not quite adjusted to this new devel- - Now I have a real hdge, a p&p'er gro&lkP my dorm fridge just ain't like that. It doesn't 
opment into my life. I've spent the last few fridge to go along with the proper grown-uplife . even have ice cream in it;that's how crazy and 
years dealing with a "cube fridge," or "dorm I'm allegedly living. A fridge so glorious, my messed up it is. Must be a cheaper model qr 
fiidge3 or whatever you call those things (which mom got all excited when I told her about'it. It something, but lemme tell you, some of these . 

usually aren't cubes, but are certainly cuber than gives her hope that one day there indeed will extras are worth it. Seriously. 
-my current fridge) (in another note for those of come when her son will actually eat properly Now that school's starting to get into full 
you playing along at home, "cuber" is, in fact, a and get around to learning how to cook. Of swing, I guess the free food is about to disap- 
proper word. Amazing, eh? The sad news being course this day has still yet to come. pear soon and I'll need to give that whole gro- 
that it's actually a noun, but we here at "Worlds The truth of the matter is, I've been back on cery shopping thing a try again. Man, I just 
Beyond the Mackerel" don't let petty details campus for over a month now and I haven't went there a few months ago too, I'll bet this'll 
like grammar get in the way of our commitment even set foot into a proper grocery store. My turn out to be one of those "you should do it 
to -entertain,you, the Reader). r,  suite-mate went through the effort of arranging multiple times a year" things, like getting a hair- 

I'm used to fridges small enough that you his cheese, h i t ,  bread, etc. to set aside room in cut. I swear it's a conspirac~ 
could actually put them on other things, like the fridge for me which is kind of shame seeing Did you know that grad students don 't get 
armadillos. Or fridges you could use as a night as all I've got in there is a jar of peanut butter 'pee t-shirts like Gndergrads do? Nope, they get 
stand. Fridges which made you think at the - (left over from the summer), a Brita water fil- pee cofee mugs. Ishvtyou not. Andjust like the 
grocery store "do I really have enough room terJjug, and two bottles of IBC Root Beer. annoying "no free pants and underwear" rule, 
for a half-gallon of milk?" Fridges which were Yeah, it's not really what you'd call the mak- I've yet to see free plates and silverware. 
handed down from generations t6 generations ings>of a varied, well-balanced diet. I actually They've always out to get us, I sweac just like 
of undergrads with the philosophy of "if it survived off of a bag of meeting-leftover with thepenchfies. Fight the resistance, e-mail 
doesn't smell like mildew, it'll get the job Bertucci's bread for a good three days. mackerel@rmt.edu. 

_ 

/ 

Mackerel 
Plant Plight 

By Akshay Patil 
CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR 

Well, here I am - spending the day sitting 
on my futon, appreciating the greenery-of my 
room on *another pseudo sunny day in Cam- 
bridge. As I sit here, soaking in the wonder 
that is the two floor plants in my dorm room, I 
'can't'help but feel a little sad because I know - 
it's only a brief matter of time between both 
"jolly giant7' and " sp iw  die. 

Now, now, try to get a grip. I know that's 
terrible, shocking news for I too was heart 
broken when I first realized their plight. I 
guess plants were never meant to be kept 
indoors and the price of my plants' domestica- 
tion might very well be their lives: That and 
43 dollars. 

That's right, not only are they dying, but 
they're damn expensive-too. And they have' 
names. Because. I like naming things, alright? 
One's got like spiky~leaves, and the other one 
is really tall. No, I don't think that's weird. Oh, 
just because you don't have plants, you're sud- 
denly an authority on naming plants? Yeah, 
well, I see how it is. Hey man, it's not easy 

,.being green.. . 'or sickly yellow as the case 
might be. . 

AnywaLs,,the eost is probably why I don't 
just free them into the wild already - put 
them out in greener pastures, you might say. I 

- mean, I paid good money for these plants, if 
they're going to die, they're live out-their 
money fueled greener 'days of glory in my 
room, turning my waste (no, not that) into 
oxygen. 

The problem'is that my roomgetsn6'sun- 
light. I mean, it gets light, but thanks to the 
large building being constructed across. the 
street from me, my room gets scant amounts 
of direct sunlight; about a sliver of sunlight 
from 7 to 9 a.m. That's it. 

Now apparently, this is not enough for 
plants (huge, ferocious plants, with nasty, big, 
pointy teeth) to survive on. They need the 
blood of virgins, or something along those 
lines, for sustenance. People tell me I should 
get a "sunlight" lamp, but that seems kind of 
iffy to me. . 

A sunlight lamp strikes me as the sort of 
I thing you don't want to be seen buying - the 
kind of item that encourages slipping under 
the jacket and shop-lifting rather than dealing 
with the humiliation of actually buying it. 
Like when I buy tampons. I know there are 
perfectly legitimate-uses for sunlight lamps, 
but whenever I think of it, my brain just 
screams "POT GROWER." 
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I Rent, from Page 1. dence hall living," the report says, 
and the increase in house bills will 

somewhere else" more appropriate, "keep the playing field level" 
Benedict said. between dormitories and FSILGs,' 

"It is not fair for the Institute to making the prices comparable. 
be subsidizing student housing," Josiah D. Seale G, former 
Benedict said. Undergraduate Association presi- 

He said that this had been occur- dent and member of the FSlLG task 
ring simply because nobody had pre- force, said the issuc of dormitory 
viouslv noticed and looked into it. ~"ing was "seriously discussed for 

BOSTON 

CHICAGO 

EVANSTON 

FRANKFURT 

LONDON- 

MILAN 

NEW YORK 

PARIS 

PRINCETON 

SAN FRANCISCO 

TOKYO 

TORONTO 

Positions:, 
Business Associate 

Operations Research Analyst 

APPLY ONLINE 
WWW,.ZSASSOClATES . COM 

value 

respect 

opportunity 

g rowt h 

Room 5-134 
Monday, %p(wnber 27,2004 
690 - 8 pm 

To apply, submit a cover I*, m u m  and 
banscript to MIT MonsMmk and 
WWW.zoa wxbks.com by SspRmber 29,2004. 

GLOBAL LEADER IN 
SALES & MARKETING 
CONSULTING 

~dhit ional  reasons for the rent 
increase include the desire to push 
for major renovations in the near 
future, the need to pay for rising 
bills for utilities, and ultimately to 
increase the amount of undergradu- 
ate housing available on campus. 

FSlLG task force report concurs 
Independent of the Office of the 

Dean for Student Life's decision to 
remodel payment for undergraduate 
dormitory housing, the Fraternity, 
Sorority and Independent Living 
Group Task Force report agreed 
with the decision. 

"MIT is undercharging for resi- 

H long.timeW and it was not just a 
question of fairness but also of "get- 
ting housing costs in line with what 
they should be." 

The cost increase is unfortunate, 
but important to the responsible fis- 
cal management of the dormitories, 
Seale said. He said he "really liked 
the task force" and thought that 
"nobody felt that their ideas" were 
not being listened to and consid- 
ered. 

Until rent is increased to become 
level with actual housing costs, the 
deficit is being supported by 
increased MIT Housing debt, accord- 
ing to the FSILG Task Force report. 

How Do You 
Measure the Growth of A Child? 

nfortunaely for chlldnm 1 
U l i v a g  v, rn of ihr p o r c l l  ( Yes! I ~ n l l 0  know 1 
counmw tn the M. 11 taka - more about Chddmach. I 
more than fad~ng marks on a wall - I 

Childrca-h. one of the o M e ~ 1  - 1 
and lagesr child sponsashlp -- I 
organlzaaons, musurc~ p w l h  
by the nurnbri of hosp~ak. wells 

I 

for ckan watu, and self-help' I 
p ~ o g n m s  we bu~ld in pannenhip Wcad.  Ra I 
with lhe pmud f a m ~ l m  and 
communlhcs where our . 
sponsored ch~ldrcn 11ve. 

I 
I 

For more infmmah h a d  
Child& cpnmorsblp, p k a c  d 

I 

1-800-752-3400 I 
or m d  In tbe anached mpon 

I This space donated by The Tech . 
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Growing Endowment 
Will Help New Plans 
Endowment, from Page 1 

for the endowment, said Brown. 
The Institute will also reinstate 
yearly salary reviews and raises, he 
said. 

The large endowment will 
"allow us to keep moving forward 
to improve student life and educa- 
tional programs," said Brown. A 
modest rate of financial growth is 
important for the school, said 
Brown, highlighting the effort to 
establish a new undergraduate major 
in biological engineering, the 
affordabilitv of an MIT education. 
and the continuous need for assis- 

tance to fraternities, sororities, and 
independent living groups. 

Brown said that MIT is entering 
a major planning phase in which 
the institution will define its priori- 
ties for the next five years. He said 
that now is the perfect time for 
such an effort, which last took 
place five years ago, because 
MIT's leadership is changing, and 
the budget is coming out of a tough 
time. 

Detailed information on MIT's 
finances for fiscal year 2004 will be 
included in the annual Report of the 
Treasurer, available beginning Oct. 
1, Bufferd said in an e-mail. 

When you buy products made from recycled materials. 
recycling keeps working. To find out more, call 1-800-CALL-EDF. 

I This s ~ a c e  donated by The Tech I I 

NO MINIMUM BALANCE 
STUDENT CHECKING 

Open your account and you'll not only get free online banking and free 
access to over 2,800 SUMmATM's, we'll give you a really cool gift as well! 

Call 800-444-BANK (2265), visit wainwrightbank.com, 
or stop by any of our branch locations and check. it out! 

WAINWRIGHT 
banking on Values 

u Member FDIC 

Harvaid Square - 44 Brattle Street Central Square - 647 Mass Ave 
8 
Equal 

Harslng 
Kendall Square - One Broadway Davis Square - 250 Elm Street Lender 

Other locations in Watettown Square, Fresh Pond Mall, Back Bay Station, Jamaica Plain and Downtown Crossing 

A word about Wainwright Bank and Socially Responsible Banking: 
Ever wonder what your bank does with your money? At Wainwright Bank your deposits. 
help fund homeless shelters, special needs housing, environmental protection, 
HIV/AIDS services, food banks, breast cancer research, and more. In fact, Wainwright 
depositors have financed over $350 million in socially responsible community 
development loans right here in your neighborhood. Think Globally. Act Locally. 
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The MIT Arab Student Organization Invites You to 

ROCK THE VOTE 
- . -" 

TODAY Friday September 24th, 12 noon to 10:OO pm 
Kresge Oval (In front of the Student Center) 

p-- - -  

Register to Vote, Find your Polling Location, Learn how Absentee Ballots work, 
Get Registration and Voting Help 

Free Saka.Merengue Lesson! Free Lunch: Falafels from Sepal! Dance Music! DJ's! Many Give-Aways! 

Event Program: * 

12:OO-2:00, Free Lunch! 
2:00-6:00, MIT Dance MIX coalition DJs 
6:00- 10: 00, D J Tabla (Karim Nagi) , dance music, www.turbotabla.com 

For more information on the event: web.mit.eddarabI'www/ 

- - 

I t u d m t  ~ s s ~ l a t i w  . I Sidnev Barifie Graduate D a m  I 

G~nemrrs!v Fund~d by: 
The MIT Fund. The MJT Public Service Center, The MlT Arab Student Orgmization, The MJT Ofice of Gave-t and Community 
Relations. The MIT COOP. The MIT DmadrnenE afPolitiur1 Science. Raise Your Voice. 

MIT VOTES: debate, discuss; listen, learn, 
and most of all participate and be heard! 

These events ate part of a wide series of events, organized by many 
, different parts of the MIT community, and brought together by the I 

Graduate Student Council and Undergraduate ~ssocia i ion.  Find out 
/ ph ', about the other events and help with the effort! Visit: I 

ELECTION 2004 STUDENT DEBATES 
Come see the MIT College Democrats, College Republicans, 

Libertarians, and MIT Greens face off in debate! 
+ 

THIS SUNDAY, 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm in 10-250 

The first debate will be on National Security, especially the War on Terrorism I Iraq. It will 
last approximately one hour, and be followed by an intermission with refreshments. The 

second debate will be on ~ c o n o m i d ~ a x  issues. 

Audience involvement will be encouraged, and you're welcome to stick around and talk to 
the debaters afterward! 

Debate will be moderated by the MIT Debate Team. 
Organized and Funded bv LSC. MIT Graduate Student Council. MIT Undermaduate Association. 
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BE Major May Open 
For Class of '08, '09 
By Kelley Rivoire 
S7ilt'I.'REPORTER 

A new undergraduate degree 
program in biological engineering 
could be approved as early as this 
December, said Linda G. Griffith, 
Chair of the Biological Engineering 
Undergraduate Programs. 

The first class to graduate under 
the BE major would be either the 
Class of 2008 or the ~ f a s s  of 2009, 
depending on the official approval 
date. 

To become an undergraduate 
degree program, the major must be 

major than the current infrastruc- 
ture, particularly laboratory space, 
can support, said Kamm. Currently, . 
laboratory space exists for approxi- 
mately 50 students, he said. 

"We don't know how many stu- 
dents are truly interested in this," 
said Griff~th. If the major is over- 
subscribed, a random lottery will 
determine which students may enter 
the major. 

Dean for Undergraduate Educa- 
tion Robert P. Redwine said that a 
lottery would be "counter to MIT's 
way of doing things," but necessary 

MIT Sport Taekwondo 
is selling .... 

approved by the Committee on the to adequately support students in thk 
Undergraduate Program, the corn- maior. I Order couple dozen through the MIT Sport Taekwondo Club I 
mitteeon ~urricula,-the Faculty Pol- 
icy Committee, the faculty, and the 
MIT Corporation, said Griffith. 

At the earliest, she said, the 
degree program could be approved 
in December, but more likely this 
will occur in the spring. She said 
she does not expect any difficulties 
in obtaining approval at any stage. 

Depending on the date of 
approval, students in the Class of 
2008 could possibly enroll in the 
major at the end of next fall, she 
said. 

Biological Engineering Discipline 
The proposed major differs 

markedly from biomedical engi- 
neering majors at other universities, 
which focus on the application of 
engineering to medical problems, 
said Professor Roger D. Kamm PhD 
'77, co-chair of the biological engi- 
neering undergraduate programs. 

MIT considered establishing an 
undergraduate program in biomed- 
ical engineering ten years ago, but 
because of its applied nature, we 
could "not convince ourselves it's a 
real discipline worthy of a degree," 
said Griffith. 

Rather, biological engineering is 
a "whole new discipline af biologi- 
cal engineering" focused on the 
molecular and quantitative aspects 
of biology, said Griffith. 

Kamm said the discipline of bio- 
logical engineering -has come 
togcther in recent years as a result 
of advances in biology, particularly 
in the computational tools available. 

New curriculum designed 
According to a report available 

on the BE Division Web site, the 
proposed curriculum includes two 
laboratory classes and core BE sub- 
jects in statistical thermodynamics, 
programming, computation, biome- 
chanics, biological systems, and 
kinetics and dynamics. 

In addition, Thermodynamics 
and Kinetics (5.60) and a spring 
version of Genetics (7.03) would be 
co-taught by BE. 

Griffith- said that the committee 
has discussed the curriculum with 
members of industry, who have 
expressed interest in hiring gradu- 
ates of the MIT program. 

The undergraduate minor in bio- 
medical engineering will continue, 
and a new "more focused" minor in 
biological engineering may be creat- 
ed as well, said Griffith. 

Enrollment possibly limited 
Enrollment in the new major 

may be capped in its early years if 
more students show interest in the 

Virtually all subjects besides the 
sophomore laboratory subject would 
continue to be available to non- 
majors, said Kamm. 

Strong student interest in major 
Alexis R. DeSieno '05, president 

of the Biomedical Engineering Soci- 
ety, said students have expressed 
strong interest in the major. At the 
Activities Midway this August, of 
134 freshmen who signed up to 
receive e-mail from BMES, 23 per- 
cent were interested in the BE major' 
and 24 percent were thinking about 
the major, according to statistics 
compiled by the BMES Co-Vice 
President Campus Relations Nupur 
Garg '07. 

"A lot of people want to major in 
it," said BMES Student Advisor Lili 
X. Peng '05, though she said that 
many students are still uneducated 
about the major. 

Many students "still try to use 
bioenginering, biomedical engineer- 
ing and biotech interchangeably," 
she said. 

Students also contributed input 
into the development of the major. 
Peng said that members of the 
BMES executive board have met 
extensively with faculty to.discuss 
the program. 

In addition, Kamm said that 
graduate students in BE have given 
feedback about the new major and 
proposed curriculum. 

Faculty mostly in place 
The BE faculty has been mostly 

in place since the creation of the BE 
Division in 1998,said Griffith. 

Many strong co-teaching rela- 
tionships with other departments are 
already established, she said, which 
will make the transition to the new 
undergraduate program simpler. . 

As students progress in the 
major, BE "may incrementally hire 
new faculty" who would possibly be 
needed for senior design subjects, 
said Griffith. 

Program could influence others 
The MIT program will serve as a 

model program in biological engi- 
neering, said Griffith. 

"Other schools are looking to us 
for leadership," she said, as Stan- 
ford is developing a new program 
similar to the MIT major and Johns 
Hopkins is considering restructuring 
their biomedical engineering under- 
graduate major to more closely 
resemble the new MIT degree pro- 
gram. 

Grifith said that her goal is for 
the program to become the nation- 
wide leader. 

f o r  your suite, your lab group, or yourself! 

Contact Rene Chen (rrchen@rnit.edu) t o  pre-order from now to 
Sunday, 9/26. or  

Stop by our booth in Lobby 10 on Monday. 9/27 t o  place an order 

Don't want a dozen? Stop by our booth in Lobby 10 and buy a few, 
Only $.50 each or $6.00/dozen 

Monday. 9/27 - Wednesday, 9/29 from 9am-5pm 

Bright, enthusiastic 
Tech staffer wanted 

Requirement: Free time >O 

Compensation: free food 
plus our undying gratitude 

Please contact our representatives at 
join@the-tech. mit. edu 

or call x3-1541 
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freshman class size to 1080 students, 

ousing onto campus." 
at was Renedict also said that several 

graduate residence, three of Burton-Conner could have a dra- 
would be "appropriate as part matic effect on the culture of those 

urban design strategy". dormitories and the housing system 
for  Capital Project in general. 
Deborah W. Poodry "As one who has lived there for 

ree sites for the gradu- almost ten years, I think [closing 
are still under consid- Random] will be a great loss for thc 

semester's started," Davis-Millis praised what she 
called the "comparative ease with 
which a tight-knit community can 
thrive in smaller numbers," one of 

omcs when the 

9 .  = "  

Safe: P aces for Persona 

Are you a problem-solver, listener, 
trouble-shooter, challenge-taker with 
the passion to make a real impact on 
the world? If so, then perhaps you'd 

Class Size May Grow 

- With Dorms. finm Paee New 1 
D o d t O q ~  

long-term plan is to ~ncrease  the 

like to meet others like yourself at 

Firm Presentation 
Thursday, September 30 
7:OO-9:00 p.m.. 
Cambridge Marriott 

Coffee Chats 
Friday, October 1 
10:OO a.m.-3:00 p.m. . 

Coffee Counter, Stata Center 

McKinsey & Company. 

To apply, please visit: 
www.mckinsey.cornlmit 
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Fischer Focuses On 

Dean, from Page 1 

positive relationships with students, 
faculty and staff' and to find a suit- 
able candidate for the Assistant Dean 
position in the office. He wants to 
work with the community to com- 
plete the draft of a Student Rights and 
Responsibilities document, he said. 

Fischer said his long term goal is 
to "to support the academic mission 
of the Institute by helping to main- 
tain a positive and productive living 
and learning environment." His phi- 
losophy is to "always be educational 
in working with students regarding 

conduct issues," he said. 
Regarding hacks, Fischer said 

they are a "strong tradition that 
helps build community" and would 
like to see them continue, with con- 
sideration to safety and security of 
persons and property. 

"The students I work with now 
are very independent and mature" 
so there are many similarities 
between his current position and his 
new one, Fischer said, though he 
said he still wants to "learn as much 
as I can about the Institute." 

-Jenny Zhang contributed to 
the reporting of this story. 

Free food after 1 lpm. - 
How else should you 

procrastinate? 

. mit. edu 

I < h ttp ://we b. mit. edu/m e dlin k s / m  

I - "A BLAST OF FRIQHT AND FUN! 
KEEPS THE BLOOD AND THE 

LAUGHS GUSHING!" 
-mmmm 

tr****! 
A PERFECT BALANCE OF 

HUMOUR AND NO-HOLDS-BARRED 
HORROR!" 

- I d a Y .  

"A FRONTRUNNER FOR THE 
YEAR'S FUNNIEST FILM - KILL THE 

UNDEAQ TO GET A TICKET!" , . 
-a - _  

Students Promoting Health at MIT 
Find your nearest medlink at 

Looking for an Opportunity to Make a Difference? 
CIA'S Directorate of Intelligence will be interviewing candidates for Analyst Positions. 
Representatives from CIA'S anafytical a- the Directorate of Intelligence, will be interviewing for analyst positions in ~os ton  
during the week of November 15th. Anatysts work on the forefront of protecting national security, qulcldy assessing how rapidly 
changing international devdopments will impact US interests at home and abroad.They use information from classified and 
unclassified soumes fnrm around the world to develop and pmvide the reliable intelligence that is essential for US policymaken I 
make informed decisions.The Dl is hiring for the following positions: 

Analytk Methodologist Economic, Political, Leadenhip and Medical Analyst 
~onection Analyst Military Analysts Psychological/Psychiatric AnaIyst 
Counterintelligence Threat Analyst Science.T&nology and , Cnme and Counternarcotics Analyst 
Countertemrlsm An* weapons Analyst 

Candidates must have at least a bachelor's degree with a minimum GPA of 3.0. Language skills, 
previous toreign area widence or travel, and relevant work experience are pluses. . 

Candidates must successfully complete a medical examination, polygraph interview, 
and an extensive backgound 1nvestigation.All positions require US citizenship 
and rdoatlon to the Washington, DC area. . . 

The CIA is America's premier Intelligence agency, and we are commlued to buildlng and maintaining a 
work force as diverse as the nation we serve. . 
For additional information, and to apply online, please visit www.ciagov. Successful applicants who 
have submitted their resume by October 15th will be contacted to attend an infbrrnation 
session and anange a local are; interview. . 
An Gual opportunity empbr  and a d ~ g - ~ e e  work pee. 

THE WORK OF A NATION. 
THE CENTER OF INTELLIGENCE. 

Local Presenting Spo~~rur 

1)eveloped and prraentrd by the Museum of New Zealand 
Te Papa Tongarewa in partnership with New Line Cinema. 

This exhibition ~ x s  made posihlr through the . 
suppon of the New Zealand Government 

,a- 
Museum of .&imce 

NEW LINE ClNERlA 
A nmeW~rner Company 

Media Partner 
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By Kevin Chen 
and Waseem S. Daher 

This wcck, we continue our dis- 
cussion of version control systems 
and explain CVS, the Concurrent 
Versioning Systcm. If you're new to 
version control systems, refer to our 
May 11 column onl ine at 
http: / /~~.?".  111it. edd-asksipb/ for an 
introduction. 

How d o  I s t a r t  using CVS a n d  
create a CVS repository? 

Before you can do anything in 
CVS, you need to crcate a CVS 
repository. All of the files go into 
the CVS rcpository, and then when 
users want to edit them, they make 
thcir own local copies. This means 

that multiplc users can cdit a file at 
the same time, since they each have 
their own copy of it. 

Once you decide where  you 
want your repository to  be, you 
should point the CVSROOT envi- 
ronment variable to the repository 
location. For example: 

setenv CVSROOT 
/mit/asksipb/cvstest 

After doing so, typing cvs init 
will set up an empty repository. 
(You can also use the -d option to 
specify a repository location instead 
of  us ing CVSROOT, but CVS- 
ROOT is usually easier.) 

Each CVS repository can have 
several projects. Now that your 
rcpository is ready, you can &ther 
inipott at1 cxisting directory struc- 

ture or start from scratch. 
To import an existing directory 

structure, cd to the directory, and 
type: 

cvs import -m "imported 
directory" projectname 
vendortag releasetag 

projectname controls where the 
projcct is stored in the repository. 
Vendortag and releasetag aren't par- 
ticularly important, but are  still 
required. Your username for ven- 
dortag and start for releasetag would 
be rcasonablc defaults. 

To start from scratch, crcate an 
empty project directory, and then 
follow the steps above. 

How do I check out a project? 
Before you can work with a pro- 

ject, you have to check it out. This 
is an area wherc thcrc is a slight dif- 
ference with RCS. In RCS, you 
check out files as you want to work 
on them. In CVS, however, you 
have to check out an entire project 
to work with. 

To check out a project, use the 
cvs checkout command. As before, 
you either need to have CVSROOT 
defined, or use the -d option to spec- 
ify the location of your repository. 

cvs checkout projectname 
After chccking out a project, a 

subdirectory with the same name as 
the project you checked out will be 
made in your current working direc- 
tory. It will contain all of the files in 
the project, and you can edit tlictn at 
your leisure. 

DECIDE FOR YOURSELF THE RIVER is an affiliate of 

Meeting Thursday nights at 9:00 
15 Notre Dame Ave. Cambridge (by Rindge Ave. near the Porter & Davis T stops) 
www.riverboston.org river@riverboston.org 

TOP YOUR FOOD 
AT OUR FRESH 

SALUD TO HEALTH! 

35 MASS AVE CENTRAL SQUARE CAMBRIDGE 617.576.~~a(6394) 

How do I check files hack into the 
rcpository? 

Once yoti are done editing your 
files, you may wish to check them 
back into CVS. To do so, use the 
cvs commit command, or cvs ci for 
short. For example: 

cvs ci -m "Fixed a typo" 
intro . html 

When you specify a filename, you 
check in that file specifically. If no 
file is specified, you are checking in 
all of the files of the project that you 
have modified. The -m flag allows 
you to add a message to your com- 
mit. If -m is not specified, CVS will 
invoke thc editor pointed to in the 
CVSEDITOR environment variable, 
and ask you to type in a message. 

If you are riot using the most up 
to date version of the file, CVS will 
not check in the file. You will need 
to  run cvs  update  as  dcscr ibed 
below before reat tempting the -  
checkin. 

How d o  I a d d  a new file to the  
rcpository? 

To add a new file to the reposito- 
ry, run: 

cvs add filename 
This marks tlie file as a new file 

to be added. It is, however, not 
itnnicdiately added to the reposito- 
ry. To actually add it, you will also 
need to run: 

cvs commit 

How d o  1 update  my local copy 
and  see what  changes have been 
made to the repository? 

Suppose your friend has tiladc 
changes to the prolcct and you want 
to get a local copy of thctii for your- 
self so you can look over them or 
make more edits. To do this, you 
use the cvs update command, orcvs  
up for short. 

You may want to consider rtsing 
thc -d option when you use cvs  
update. This will ensure all directo- 
ries in thc rcpository arc also in your 
local copy, even if some directories 
were addcd to the repository after 
you initially checked it out. The -P 
option is also useful, as it will pnttic 
empty directories from your local 
copy. CVS does not provide a way 
to rcmove old directories, which is 
why this option can be necessary. 

After a cvs update, you will have 
the most up-to-date copy of the files 
in the repository. If othcr pcople 
have made changes to tlie same file - 
that you have been working on, their 
changes will bc merged into your 
local copy. If these changes conflict, 
CVS will mark the differenccs with 
the lines "<<<<<<<", ''======='' 

and ">>>>>>>". Look over  thc 
changes madc, fix things as neces- 
sary, and remove the line markers. 

What  other  CVS commands a r e  
available? 

To take a look at the differences 
behveen your copy of a file and the 
repository's copy of a file, use the 
cvs diff command, with your file- 
name as an argument. Without an 
argument, a diff will be performed 
on all of tlie modified files in your 
projcct. This is similar to rcsdiff in 
RCS. - 

Similarly, thc cvs log coninland 
will show you what changes have 
been made to a particular file, like 
rlog does in RCS. 

How can I use CVS with En~acs? 
As with RCS, you can check in 

files in Errlacs with thc keystrokes 
C-x v v. When checking in a file, 
E~nacs will open a buffer protnpting 
yo11 to enter a change conitnent. 
After entering your comment, C-c 
C-c will end your con l~ncn t  and 
check in the file. 

Where can I find more informa- 
tion about CVS? 

You can find thc C:VS web site 
at http://~t~~t?c~.c~).rl~ott~c~oi-g/, and the 
manual for CVS at 
. .. . ,. . . 
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&om the 
Ryder, from Page 20' 

bringing just his "B game" on 
Thursday and Friday.'He procrasti- 
nated until he had to make his 
move, when he could have very 
well pulled off a "Pebble Beach" 
and lapped the field 10 times over. 

Another example of the sporting 
world values procrastination: the 
closer. 

One of the most importantly 
viewed (and consequently most over- 
rated) positions on a baseball team is 
the closer, the person who comes in 
the ninth and gets three outs to pre- 
serve a lead. No offense to the 
closers, but I'd rather be that person 
than someone who has to come in 
with runners on first and second, 
with one out, trying to get out a 
Barry Bonds or a Manny Ramirez. 

Instead of worrying about the 
situation on hand, we worry about 
the end of the game beforewe ever 
get there. The teams wait on their 
best pitchers and leave them for the 
end of the game. Granted, it is 
important to get the win at the end, 
but if you give up that run scoring 
double-in the sixth, isn't it just as 
bad as giving one up in the ninth? 

To give you another example, 
' how many of you have heard of 

Akinori Otsuka? Consequently, how 
many of you have heard of Keith 
Foulke? Otsuka is a middle reliever 
for the San Diego Padres with a 
1.88 ERA and 33 holds and 3 saves. 
Foulke, on the other hand, has a 
worse E M  (2.20) and 30 saves. But 
while Foulke is raking in $3.5 mil- 
lion this year, Otsuka is trying hard 
to scrounge up his $700 grand. Who 
worships middle relievers anyway? 
As long as a team can score in the 
ninth and then hold on to that lead, 
that's all that matters right? 

What a great attitude. 
It does not help that at sporting 

events, we seem to reward the late- 
coming performances by labeling 
them as classics or thrillers. 

Take Doug Floutie's Hail Mary 
for Boston College over Miami, or 
Joe Montana's bullet to Dwight 
Clark in the end zone to frame "The 
Catch." Or Derek Fischer's shot 
with .4 seconds left to nip the Spurs. 

None of these would be stories 
had their teams gotten out to a big 
lead early and held on. But that's 
not what we appreciate. 

Perhaps this is something to 
learn from the Europeans: the early 
bird does get the worm. And maybe 
the early bird will also have to pull 
fewer all-nighters as well. 

LBGT zl. Questioning . 

Facilitated bi-weekly supporf and 
discussions for all LBGT and Questioning 
undergraduate and graduate students - 

Not just for coming ouf. 

Safe and confidemtiall 

Groups will meet on the 
Second and Fourth ~ o ; l d a y s  of each month 

4:00 - 5:30pm in Room 5-104 

For more information, contact James Collins 
jmcoilin@mit.edu 617.253.4861 

OR visit http://mit.edu/lbgtlsupport 

Sponsored by LBGTRMIT, CSS and MLT Medical 

THE CIS STARR FORUM 
MIT CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

"Haiti: Moving Forward 
After Failed Transitions" 

WEDNESDAY., SEPT. 29,2004 
12:OO - 1:30 p.m. 

w 

a talk by. 
Myrtho Bonhomme 

Special Advisor to the Prime Minister of Haiti 
Special Ambassador, Dean and Founder of The 

National Diplomatic Academy of Haiti 

Chaired by Prof. Stephen Van Evera 
Commentary by Prof. Chappell Lawson 

Wong Auditorium 
E51 (Tang Center, 70 Memorial Drive) 

co-sponsors: . 
..*.= ....:y. ' %<LC I l l"  'I C.*lZ. b a E h H a r a v i n x k r  

--a- Fdgelfon Center 

Now you can take the #1 LSAT Prep course right here on' campus! 

MIT students who enroll receive $200 
off tuition for this class 

Class starts on 9/27 at 6pm 
in preparation for the December rLSAT. 

-- - -- - - - -- - 

--- ----I+- ' Join us for a FREE Admissions Seminar -] 
Monday, 9/27 at  6pm (first day of class) I 

I 
Kandace Kukas, attorney at law and Kaplan admissions consultant, i 
will speak about the law admissions process and the LSAT program. i 
- -  - . - - - - - - - - -- - - --- - -- YJ 

For more information, or to enroll 
call or visit us online today! 
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Field Hockey Beats 
Nichols College 3-1 
By Caitlin Murray . . 

The MIT Field Hockey team 
evened up their record to 3-3 on 
Tuesday with a 3-1 trouncing of 

Nichols college.  
They demonstrated 
their power on both 
defense and offense 
by destroying the 
Lady Bison with thir- 

teen shots on and allowing 
them just two throughout the entire 
game. 

During the first half, the Engi- 
neers resolutely kept the ball in 
Bison territory, showing indis- - 
putable -dominance -on the field. On 
the rare occasions when a Nichols 
attacker ventured into MIT territory, 
midfielder Cheryl A. Texin '06 pro- 
vided a human wall, preventing any 
shots on the MIT goal in the first 
period. 

MIT's first goal was scored on a 
penalty corner taken by Captain 
Noelle J. Kanaga '06 and knocked 
into the net by Deanna M. Lentz 
'06, the other team captain. Resist- 
ing the temptation to rest on their 
lead, the team continued their 
aggressive attacks, leading to anoth- 
er goal fourteen minutes later, this 
one by Kanaga, with an.assist by 
Texin. 

MIT lost some momentum in the 
second half, making only four shots 
in the last 35 minutes and allowing 
the Lady Bison three shots. But 
MIT managed to pad their lead with 
a beautiful sequence started at mid- 
field with 20 minutes to go in the 
game. Texin drove the ball up the 
field, dribbling around four defend- 
ers before passing to Anna E. Ayuso 
'07, who turned it over to 'Lentz, 
who flicked it into the goal. It was 
teamwork at its apex. 

Nichols fought valiantly to come 
back from a three point deficit, 
keeping the ball in MIT territory for 
the remainder of the game, but still 
only managed to get two shots on 
goal. 

With seven minutes left in the 
game, the Lady Bison managed to 
score their first goal of the game, 
made by Stephanie Magni and Hol- 

UPCOMING 
HOME , 

EVENTS 
Friday, Sept. 24th: 
Varsity Women's Volley- 

ball MIT Invitational, Rock- 
well Cageldu Pont Gymnasi- 
um, 4 p.m. 

Sgturday, Sept. 25th: 
Varsity Rifle Open Match, 

du Pont Pistol and Rifle 
Range, 9 a.m. 

Varsity Women's Sailing 
hosts Women's Singlehanded 
Elims, Charles River, 9:30 
a.m. 

Varsity Women's Soccer 
vs. Babson College, Stein- 
brenner Stadium, 1 p.m. 

Varsity Women's Volley- 
ball MIT Inviational, Rock- 
well Cageldu Pont Gymnasi- 
um, 4 p.m. 

lie ~ i ~ ~ i n s w i t h  the assist, but by 
that time the outcome was unavoid- 
able. The Bison were ill-equipped to 
deal with the stronger Engineers and 
looked a bit stunned by their defeat. 

The only quality performance 
from Nichols was by the goalkeep- 
er, Kellie Fitzgerald, who had an 
amazing ten saves, but she couldn't 
do it all. 

Despite their power in this 
appearance, the Engineers are a rel- 
atively young team, with just one 
senior and 15 underclassmen. But 
Coach Cheryl Silva does not see this 
as a major setback. "We may only 
have one'senior, but we have nine 
returning players," she said after the 
game. 

S$e did concede that there are 
improvements to be made: "One of 
the areas where we're young is that 
we have a freshman goalkeeper, 
Alexa Herman. It's hard to step in 
as a freshman and play keeper at the 
college level. But she gets better 
every game." . 

MIT's thorough defeat of 
Nichols makes their .500 record a 
bit incongruous, but Silva expressed 
the hope that they are just getting 
started, saying "We want to build 
for our conference starter." 

The team hopes that the control 
demonstrated against the Lady 
Bison will hold up to closer inspec- 
tion when they meet Babson on Sat- 
urday for their first New England 
Women's and Men's Athletic Con- 
ference (NEWMAC) game of the 
season. 

Women's Vol 
By Paul Dill 
TEAM HEAD COACII 

The Women's Varsity Volley- 
ball team added another win on 
Tuesday night by defeating 

Wheaton College to 
boost their record to , 
8-3 overall, and 3-0 
in the NEWMAC 
Conference. 

The Engineers 
took control of the match early and 
never looked back. After handling 
the Lyons pretty easily in the first 
game 30-14, MIT pushed even 
harder in the second game behind 
the serving of Joy N. Hart '06 and 
completely dominated all aspects of 
the game, winning 30-7. 

In the third game however, an 
inspired and enthusiastic Wheaton 
team came out of the gate on fire, 
taking a 12-7 lead. But the Engi- 
neers never lost their composure 
and pushed back hard to eventually 
take the game 30-24 and the match 
3-0. 

Caroline D. Jordan '06 had a 
solid showing against Wheaton, 
leading the way with eight kills, two 
solo blocks, and three assisted 
blocks. She also added three aces 
and seven digs. Hart registered a 
team-best eight aces and 14 digs 
while Arlis A. Reynolds '06 had 13 

A Head in the Game: Week mree 
By Brian Chase 
SPORTS EDII'OR 

Three Things We Have Learned: 
I 1. The Kansas City Chiefs stink. 
I mean really cover-your-eyes, my- 
God-is-that-actually-football stink. 

- Almost as Column bad as the 
A r i z o n a  
Cardinals. 

The problem, it seems, is that 
changing the defensive coordinators 
did nothing for the Chiefs' defense. 
They still make poor tackles and all 
kinds of mistakes, and have the 
worst run defense in the league. 
And at this point, the blame has to 
be laid at the feet of the players. 

But the real problem this year: is 
that the Chiefs have no quality 
receivers. None. They had some, at 
one point, but they are all now 
injured, and the ones playing are th? 
definition of mediocre (or bad). So, 
the Chiefs' offense, which carried 
them through games, now cannot 
carry them, and the defense, which 
was supposed to get better, did not. 

This is nowhere near a playoff 
team, and given their tough sched- 
ule, I'll be surprised if they finish 
more than 1 game above .500. 

2. The Minnesota Vikings are 
still the Vikings. Remember last 
year, when the Vikings had this 
wanderful offense, but always 
seemed to give up the big game 
(cough.. . Arizona . . . cough) on 
turnovers and dumb penalties? 
Well, they're still around. 

Last Monday night's game 
against the Philadelphia Eagles fea- 
tured wide receivers Randy Moss 
and Terrell Owens, but also featured 

turnovers and bad decisions in the 
red zone that cost the Vikings at 
least three scores. The biggest dif- 
ference between the Eagles and the 
Vikings: the Eagles do not beat 
themselves. I just hope Philly can 
stay in for the long haul and justify 
my Super Bowl pick. 
. 3. The AFC West is by far the 
weakest division in the league. The 
AFC North might be the closest, but 
all of their teams are probably ahead 
of where any of the West teams are 
right now. The Chargers have made 
a reputation off being bad recently, 
the Raiders are too old on offense to 
get anything done (even if their 
defense has improved significantly), 
and the Chiefs have no run defense 
or passing offense. The Denver 
Broncos have a good defense and 
well-run offense, but because they 
cannot pass the ball other defenses 
simply stack against the run, like 
Jacksonville did last Sunday, limit- 
ing running back Quentin Griffin to 
66 yprds and a 2.5 yards per carry 
average. 

If things persist like this, the 
AFC West might end up winning 
the "Worst Division this Decade" 
award. 

What we will learn: 
1. Which team is the inheritor of 

the Chiefs' "Most Potent Offense" 
title? The two top contenders, the 
Green-Bay Packers and the Indi- 
anapolis Colts, meet on Sunday to 
try to find an answer. 

These teams both have aseputa- 
tion for a powerful offense whether 
running or passing. The Colts have 
young MVP quarterback Peyton 
Manning and running back Edgerrin 

James, the Packers have future Hall- 
of-Famer Brett Favre at QB and the 
potent Ahman Green as RB. 

When the offenses are set to 
dominate, though, you look to the 
defense to determine the winner, 
and looking there favors Green Bay. 
If the defense that shut down the 
Carolina Panthers in week one 
shows up, the Colts might be in 
trouble. If it's the egg-laying squad 
that lost to the Bears last week, 
maybe not. . 

I'm going with Manning and the 
Colts, because he doesn't lob that 
many interceptions (though Favre 
does) and this isn't a playoff game 
he's liable to choke in. Colts win, 
28-2 1. 

2. How mad are the Oakland 
Raiders? Two years ago, Jon Gru- 
den beat his former team in the 
Super Bowl with the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. That team was the Oak- 
land Raiders, and they promptly 
went on a 5-1 1 dive the next sea- 
son. They're on the road to recovery 
now, with many of the same old 
players that lost in the Bowl, and 
now they face that Tampa once 
again. Can they get vengence? 

Probably, because the Tampa 
Bay Bucs really stink this year. They 
changed up half their roster over the 
offseason. The upshot of this is their 
defense is still good, like it has been, 
but their offense is slow and ugly. 

Which, surprisingly enough, 
could be a description of the Raiders 
as well. 1 mean, any offense that has 
Rich Gannon, Jerry Rice and Char- 

--lie-Garner as the main offensive 
playmakiisiisn't that young. But i t  
does trump anything-Tampa Bay 

_ has to offer. Raiders win, 17-6, .. 

levball Dominates Wheaton Matchu6 

Caroline D. Jordan '06 spikes the ball over th6  net last Tuesday night in Rockwell during a game 
against Wheaton College. The M I 1  women won 3-0, bringing their season record to 8-3. 
digs. Ellen E. Sojka '08 posted '05 tallied eight digs and Austin - The Engineers will be hosting 
seven kills in one game while Zimmerman '06 dished out 32 the MIT Women's Volleyball Invi- 
Frances M. Rogoz '07 totaled seven assists and contributed three assisted tational on Friday, Sept. 24 and Sat- 
kills in two games. Alice H. Chou blocks. urday, Sept. 25. 

Woods, Mickelson'Walk Tall, Fall Hard in Ryder Cup 
By Yong-yi Zhu 
COLUMNIST 

Embarrassing. Pathetic. Awll .  
Those are just a few of the won- 

derful adjectives that I can use to 
describe the Column American 
Ryder Cup 

team's effort over this past week- 
end. Not only did they lose the cup 
once again to the Europeans, but 
they were never really in it to begin 
with. They might as well not have 
shown up in the first place. 

After day one, the European lead 
was 61/2 points to l l n .  Tiger 
Woods and Phil Mickelson lost both 
of their matches and the team 
looked like it was trying to score as 
few points as possible. On Saturday, 

they lost more ground and the Euro- 
pean lead increased to 11-5. This 
forced the Americans to try to stage 
one of the greatest comebacks in 
Ryder Cup history to win. 

However, unlike five years ago, 
when the Americans successfully 
pulled off a similar comeback, the 
Europeans took control of the Sun- 
day matches, won 6 arid tied 2 oth- 
ers. They won the cup the right way, 
by winning every day. 

The European team was the 
uiderdog. The European team sup- 
posedly didn't have the talent to 
compete with the Americans. But 
the American team suffered from 
something far worse: procrastina- 
tion. 

They thought if they could just 

turn the heat on Sunday afternoon, 
they would be able to take the cup 
home, as they did five years ago. 
What happened back then rein- 
forced the notion that one can show 
up one out of three days of a tourna- 
ment and take the win. 

There are other examples of this 
kind of attitude in the golfing world. 
Take the American Ryder Cup 
leader, Tiger Woods. He is known 
for his huge Sunday comebacks and 
for dominating on the weekend. 
However, if he played better on the 
weekdays, he wouldn't have had to 
make all of those comebacks. True, 
Tiger has not missed a cut since the 
Stone Age, but it's when he puts on 
his Sunday red that he takes it to 
another notch. 

During his great years of 2000 
and 2001, Tiger's scoring average 
was phenomenal. He was first in the 
rankings both years, but what was 
telling were his scoring averages 
before and after the cut. 

In 2000, his average before the 
cut was 68.31 while his average on 
Saturdays and Sundays was even 
better, at 68.02, despite more diffi- 
cult pin placements on the week- 
ends. In 2001, this trend was even 
more evident: his scoring average 
before the cut was 69.26, while after 
the cut it was 68.47 on Saturdays 
and Sundays. 

It feels as though Tiger sleep- 
walked his way into the weekend, 
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