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ERIKA BROWN-THE TECH

Asya Reznikov's fish was one of the many pieces of glass art created for the MIT Glass Lab's annu-
al sale this week in Lobby 10. To learn more about studio glass blowing, visit the lab in 4-003.

Padilla.
Discusses
Public
Senice
By Naveen Sunkavally
EDITOR IN CHIEF

The economy may be booming
and the job market for engineers
may be better than ever, but MIT
graduates don't have to dedicate
their lives to careers in science and
technology. Just look at Alex Padil-
la, Class of 1994 graduate and Los
Angeles City Councilman.

Padilla, who lived at Bexley Hall
and majored in Mechanical Engi-
neering while at MIT, spoke on
Tuesday to a packed classroom
about the role that his engineering
education has played in his career in
public service.

"An MIT education is impres-
sive because it's unique. There are
not a lot of engineers [in public ser-
vice]," Padilla said. He said that the
critical thinking and problem solv-
ing skills which engineers have can
be useful in public office.

"The running joke was ... that the
average IQ of the Council doubled
when I joined," Padilla said. Padilla,
who had worked at Hughes Aircraft
Co. before his term on Council, said
he was inspired to run by the suc-
cessful bid of a friend for public
office, declining prospects in the
aerospace industry, and an underly-
ing devotion to community service.

Padilla said his most important
experience at MIT was failing 8.02
twice. It came to the point that he
was que tioning whether he should
leave MIT, but he decided to "suck

Padilla, Page 16 Town-Gown, Page 18
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Pheiffer to Serve As
New IFC President
By Rima Arnaout
NEWS EDITOR

The Interfraternity Council elect-
ed its new officers in a _meeting on
Wednesday, selecting Rory P.
Pheiffer ' 02 as president for the
coming year.

"There were more people run-
ning than in past years but more
people running means a better
chance to get the best," said current
IFC President Damien A. Brosnan
, 0 1. "The combination of skills that
the newly elected members have
brought, along with their enthusi-
asm and open-mindedness, makes
them very qualified for their jobs."

Pheiffer will be working with
Vice President Bryan D. Schmid
'03, Secretary Yolanda Fan '02,
Judicial Committee Chairman
Thomas B. Fisher '02, Risk Manag-
er Andrew T. Vue '03, and Treasur-
er Isaac M. Dinner '02.

Pheiffer said that the IFC' s
"biggest problem right now is that
we don't have a unified front." He
believes that this disunity will pre-
vent the IFC from taking effective
action when the time comes.

Pheiffer mentioned the IFC's
new Grass Roots program as a way
to improve inter-FSILG communi-
cation. He said that the Inter-FSILG
Relations Chair, a new position
filled by David N. Nguyen '02, "is
going to be very important in the
next year in creating unity among
the members of the IFe."

Pheiffer also believes that the
IFC has had problems communicat-
ing with the media. As part of its
recent restructuring, the IFC
replaced its Public Relations Chair
with an External Relations Chair,
Christine M. Ortiz '04, who will
communicate with the media.
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Eric J. PIosky compares elections
in the United States with those
around the world.

'..

Pheiffer also hopes to improve
the relations between FSILGs and
local licensing boards. He plans to
meet with Boston Licensing Board
Chairman Daniel F. Pokaski "to
continue strong relations with the

IFC, Page 19
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CLCEases FSIL
Fears in Meeting
Both Sides Encourage Communication
By David Bailey
STAFF REPORTER

Representative from ambridge
F ILGs met with Benjamin Barnes
of the Cambridge Licen e ornmis-
sion this past Tuesday.

Barne called the meeting not
the re ult of a pecific incident but
an attempt to create a better under-
tanding between the CLC and

Cambridge FSILGs.
"I'm really here to try to demys-

tify the CLC," and "not to try to
clo e down all the FSILGs in Cam-
bridge,' he aid. Barne also said
that a committee with repre enta-
tive of the CLC, the MIT adminis-
tration, and Cambridge F ILGs will
soon be formed.

Barnes al 0 said that a FSILG
hould never back down from call-

ing for medical attention for an
intoxicated person becau e of fear
of repercussions.

"The CLC will never hold it
against any organization that calls
for help if a situation arises that
nece sitates it," Barne said. "We
have never penalized an organiza-
tion or group who e fir t step was to
call for medical attention. '

However a visit by an ambulance
often also means a police report, and
the decision to call for help is more
often a decision between an incident
handled responsibly or no incident
at all, students at the forum aid.

Although the i ue of anonymous
medical transport was raised, Barnes
said that the CLC has little power
with regards to this issue.

e eral tudents said that the
IFC's uspension of the lodging
licen es of Alpha Tau Omega and
Kappa igma during thi year's ru h
eemed malicious.

"We have closed Irish bar on
aint Patrick's Day. We have do ed

establishments on the fourth of July.
We felt there was a need to end a
strong message by closing houses
during rush," Barnes replied.

"A lot of deliberation went into
the deci ion. We were al 0 very
flexible. If we had not made accom-
modations from the original pro-
posed punishment, it may have
resulted in a ituation where rush for
those hou es was not possible,"
Barnes said.

Jay F. Bacow '02, a brother at
Zeta Psi, said that houses would
not balk at calling for medical
attention if they knew that the
worst po sible consequence of an
alcohol-related incident for hou es
not already on alcohol probation
wa loss of alcohol privileges. "We
can live without alcohol; it's the
fear of not having a place to live
the next day that keep people from
calling for help," he aid.

CLC, Page 1

Residents Criticize Town-GownReport

BRIA HEMOND-THE TECH

MIT Executive Vice President John Curry presents MIT's short-term
construction plans and answers criticisms from Cambridge resi-
dents at Tuesday's Planning Board meeting.

GSC Meeting Minutes

By Dana Levine
NEWS DIRECTOR

MIT annual Town-Gown
report brought on questions and crit-
icism from the Cambridge Planning
Board and Cambridgeport residents
during the presentation on Tuesday
evening.

The evening began with a multi-
media presentation of MIT' cur-
rent con truction projects and other
goals. MIT Executive Vice Pre i-

Comics

dent John Curry mentioned the Ray
and Maria Stata Center, the new
neuroscience building and the new
undergraduate and graduate dormi-
tories as example of how MIT is
expanding its campu .

Curry believes that these new
building are de igned to fit into the
surrounding community. "We are
developing in accordance with the
nature of the sections of Cambridge
that abut u "he aid.
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However, Cambridge resident
expre ed dissatisfaction about

IT's current planning proce .
, As a long time re ident of Cam-
bridgeport, I want to expre s my
di pleasure with that process, , said
area re ident Bill Kelley. Kelley
said that the graduate dorm wa
announced too late in the planning
proce for neighbor to have a say
in it construction.

Board asks for rna ter plan
A central i sue in the discussion

was the apparent lack of a public
master plan for the development of
MIT -owned propertie . "You re
obviously engaging in master plan-
ning and I would 10 e it if you
would share it with us" aid Board
member Kevin Benjamin.

City Councillor Henrietta Davi
raised concerns that MIT has recent-
ly been expanding its campus
toward Brookline Street. 'MIT has
been acquiring a great deal of prop-
erty between the railroad track and
Brookline treet. The e purcha es
lead us to believe that the campus is
intended to expand to Brookline

treet "she aid.
Planning Board member also

criticized IT for only discussing
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WORLD & NATION
As Deadline Nears, Florida
Justices Hear Gore Appeal

R port Exposes Human Rights
lola ·ons b Israel Palestine

THE WASHl oro POST

I rael has used 'exce ive and often indi criminate force against
Palestinian ci ilian and h di riminated' in law nd pr tice
again t ethnic and religiou minoriti and omen a leading
human right organization charg d Thur day.

In it 11th annual rep rt re .ewing human righ practice around
the globe Human Right atch said I ra l' actions ince a Pale tin-
ian uprisin began la t eptember had "greatly 0 er hado d an put
into que tion' the country' earlier hum n right improvement,
including a decrease in the u e of torture and a r duction in the num-
ber of peopl detain d without harge.

The report al 0 aid that Palestinian curity ervice, in dealing
with their own citizens 'continued to operate with impunity de pite
recurring ca e of torture, arbitrary arre ts and prolonged detention
without charge or trial.

The urvey of human right i sue in 70 countrie in luded harp
criticism of Ru ia hich the report accu ed of committing ar
crime and other violations of international law in Che hnya.

presiden y through legal action lies in
convincing the tate upreme Court to
examine all or ome of 13,000 dim-
pled and partially indented ballots,
searching for Democratic vote that
did not register in a machine recount
in Miami-Dade County, or were not
accepted as valid votes in the Palm
Beach county hand recount.

t least four of the justices ques-
tioned the legal basis for such a
recount, asking whether a proper
review would have to cover an
entire county or even the entire
state. Chief Justice Charles Wells
seemed to doubt that it was physi-
cally po sible to finish the count in
time, stating flatly, "we don't have a
remedy here that can do that by
December the 12th."

The justices also asked numerous
questions about the impact of the
U.S. Supreme Court decision this
week which warned them to pay def-
erence to the pre-eminent role that
the U.S. Constitution and federa1law
grants to state legislatures in setting
the rules for presidential elections.

Gore's attorneys found some
cheer in questions that raised objec-
tions to the legal reasoning in the
Circuit Court's decision Monday
concluding that Gore had failed to
justify a recount.

to consid r naming a late of pre i-
dential ele tor loyal to Texa Gov.
George W. Bu h if the legal dis-
pute are not re olved by ne t week.

T. 0 trials brought by Democrats
complaining that election worker in

eminole and artin Countie
improperly allowed Republicans to
fix absentee ballot applications al 0

concluded Thur day and ruling i
expected in one or both case Friday.

With the ju tice al a under
pre ure to is ue their deci ion
quickly all indications were that
Friday would be a pivotal day in
deciding the fate of the state's 25
electoral votes and therefore the
conte t for the White House.

The justices bombarded attor-
neys from the opposing parties with
81 questions over the course of the
80-minute session. But the one cer-
tainty that emerged from the hearing
is that the state high court is under
pressure from the U.S. Supreme
Court, which set aside one of its ear-
lier rulings Monday, from the state
legislature across the street, and
from the calendar.

"Time is getting very short," said
David Boies, Gore's lead trial attor-
ney, in an understatement that
nonetheless defined the situation.

Gore's best hope of winning the

EE, FLORIDA

In hat may be the fmal court-
room ho down of the di puted
pre idential ele tion, the Florida

upreme ourt Thursday wre tied
with ice Pre ident 1Gore's effort
to overturn the election re ult with
se eral ju ti e appearing open to
Gore's argument h wa unju tly
denied one la t recount but worried
that time wa running out and their
power was limited.

In a fast-paced oral argument
one month after election day, the
e en ju ti e appeared deeply

divided over what Gore mu t need
to prove to obtain another reviev ,
how many ballots would have to be
examined, and whether there could
be any remedy at thi late stage.

lthough the justice repeatedly
referred to the looming Dec. 12
deadline for the state to have its
slate of electors in place, by early
e ening the court's spokesman indi-
cated there would be no decision
Thursday night.

The high court hearing - the sec-
ond growing out of the presidential
election - came the day before the
Florida legislature is to gather in an
unprecedented special session called

GOP Leaders Open Special
ession in Florida Congress

LOS A GELES TIMES
T ALLAHA SEE, FLA.

On the eve of a climactic Florida upreme Court hearing tate
Republican lawmaker edne day forged ahead with a pecial es-
sion to hort-circuit Democratic legal challenge and hand George W.
Bush the White Hou e.

ith the tacit appro al of Bush younger brother, Florida Gov.
Jeb Bush, legi lators cheduled the unprecedented se sion for Friday.

"It would be irre ponsible not to put a safety net under our votes, ,
said state enate Pre ident John cKay who insisted he wa acting
on a nonparti an ba i . 'The current late of ele tors may be tainted
- and we need to make sure the voter of Florida are not di enfran-
chi ed."

The move came a attorney for the two ides prepared for yet
another dramatic howdown thi morning before Florida' high court,
which is hearing I Gore' appeal to overturn Bush s official victory.

In a brief filed Wednesday attorneys for the vice pre ident asked
the high court to order a quick recount of disputed ballots and declare
him pre ident- lect if the votes overcome Bush s 537-vote lead.

Putin Could Pardon U.S. Spy
Clinton Cites Pope's
Failing Health As
Reason to Free Him

"I hope the commission will be
merciful, as always, and will recom-
mend that the president pardon Mr.
Pope so he can leave for his home-
land and reunite with his family,"
Pristavkin said in an interview on
state television.

"The commission will take
humanitarian factors into account -
that Mr. Pope said in his letter that
his father is dying, that he himself is
very ill, and that he would like to be
reunited with his family," Pristavkin
said.

The final decision rests with
Putin. However, in the past the pres-
ident has nearly always followed the
recommendations of the clemency
commission, whose members are
prominent intellectuals and cultural
figures.

"More likely than not, he ought
to be pardoned," journalist Alexan-
der Bovin, another commission

member, said late Thursday.
Pope's lawyer said his client was

distraught after Wednesday's sen-
tencing hearing and decided' to
orgo further legal- appeals and

instead apply directly to Putin for a
pardon on humanitarian grounds.

"I feel unwell and need immedi-
ate medical care," Pope wrote,
according to lawyer Pavel
Astakhov. "I appeal to you to decide
this issue as rapidly as possible, as
my father is terminally ill and I
would like to see him one last time."

Before his arrest in April, Pope
was in remission from a rare form
of bone cancer. He has complained
that his health has deteriorated in
prison, and he fears the cancer may
have returned.

U.S. officials, including Presi-
dent Clinton, have repeatedly asked
Putin to release Pope because of his
failing health.

~de Truck That Carried Ballots
ow up for Auction on Internet

By Maura Reynolds
LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS A GELES TIMES

After the ballot confetti we now know as chad the yellow Ryder
truck that delivered ballots to a Tallahas ee Fla. court could be the
most enduring symbol of this historic election. ow the Chad Chariot
can be your - in an online auction.

"It' become a piece of hi tory:' aid Allison triegel of Budget
Group, which owns the Ryder fleet. ince the truck ov. 30 voy-
age triegel aid, the company has recei ed a many offers to buy
the truck and sugge tions of museums to di play it Budget decided to
put the 1999 ord F350 on the Internet auction block. Proceeds will
go to the American Red Cro s.

s ofThur day afternoon, the top bid was 30,600 - almost dou-
ble the truck' book value. 'Doe it come with the ballots?" one bid-
der inquired. ' I want to count them. '

0, Palm Beach County's 462000 hole-punched cards and their
attendant chad are not included. or are the four television heli-
copter that filmed the yellow truck as it crui ed 430 miles from West
Palm Beach to Tallahassee.

MO cow

Russian official hinted Thurs-
day that President Vladimir V. Putin
may rapidly pardon and order the
release of U.S. businessman
Edmond Pope, who was convicted
this week of spying and sentenced
to 20 years in prison.

Anatoly Pristavkin, chairman of
the president's clemency commis-
sion, said Pope sent an appeal to
Putin on Thursday, a day after his
sentence was handed down. Putin
immediately passed it to the com-
mission, which plans to consider it
Friday.

WEATHER
Situation for Noon Eastern Standard Time, Friday, December 8,2000Wmter's Frosty Preview

By Michael J. Ring
co TRlBUTING EDITOR

lthough the winter sol tice is early two weeks away, most of the
nation recei ed a preview of the season's conditions this week. Much of the

ortheast, Ohio Valley, and Great Plains struggled to break the freezing
mark yesterday as bri k Canadian air continued to flow to the south. Unsea-
onably cold weather is e pected to continue to rule the Midwest, and Cali-

fornia fanner may be bracing for frost next week.
In ew England, our weather over the next few day will be controlled

by a cold front that pu hed from the Great Lakes to ortheast overnight
bringing thi morning' now howers. An additional shot of cold air behind
the front will chill holiday shoppers this weekend but temperatures should
moderate somewhat next week.

Weekend Outlook

rida : Cloudy and cold with snow shower lingering through the after-
noon. High temperature of 28°F (-2°C).

Friday night: chance of flurries early, then mo tty cloudy. Low near
15°F (-9°C.

aturda : Mo tly sunny and continued cold. High near 32°F (O°C) and
low of 1 OF(-8°C).

unday: Partly unnyearly with increasing cloudiness and a chance of
flurries late. High temperature of 30°F (-1°C) and low of 23°F (-SOC).

onday: Mostly cloudy with a chance of light snow or freezing rain.
High of 37°F (3°C.

Tuesday: Milder, with a chance of rain. High near 4soF (7°C).

Iweather Systems Weather Fronts Precipitation Symbols Other Symbols
Snow Rain - FogH Hig.h Pressure - - _ Trough

*ShoWers \l \l R····WarmFron. Thunder'loon

L Low Pres ure Light * . oo Haze
~ColdFrool

§ Hurricane
Moder.", ** .. Compiled by MIT

...... SIaliOllll)'Pronl Heavy A . Meteorology Staff.. aIldTMTw.
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Opening of European Union
Summit Marred by Protesters
By John-Thor Dahlburg
LOS A GELES TIMES

Prote ters ran amok in the chic
palm-lined streets of th Riviera s
main re ort city and police fought
back with tear gas and stun grenade
Thur day a the European Union
opened its most important meeting
in a decade.

For the rioter, a motley collec-
tion of lefti t revolutionaries anar-
chists and separatists, the IS-nation
EU, which began as a custom
union fostering greater intra-Euro-
pean trade, is a cog in the process of
globalization that they blame for
many oftbe modern world's ills.

As the trade bloc's leaders gath-
ered in the morning at a squat
downtown conference center aptly
nicknamed "The Bunker" by Nice
residents, an estimated 4,000
demonstrators set upon the site and
got within 100 yards.

Young men, many of whom
wore cowls or kerchiefs to hide their
faces, hurled rocks, set fire to a bank
branch, tossed fire extinguishers

through hop windows and painted
logan uch a "Death to oney ,

on storefronts.
French official ho for the ice

summit, had owed that there would
be none of the embarra ing mayhem
here that disturbed last year' World
Trade Organization meeting in eat-
tIe or the International Monetary
Fund's gathering in eptember in
Prague, Czech Republic.

Choking clouds of smoke wafted
in the direction of the convention
center, making French President
Jacque Chirac neeze a he tood
out ide to greet foreign leaders.
Some arriving dignitaries, including
leader of other European countries
that want to join the EU, coughed
and mopped their eyes.

"These acts are radically con-
trary to the democratic tradition of
all European countries " Chirac later
said in disgust. Authorities said 20
police officers were hurt in the fra-
cas on Nice's rain-slicked streets,
one seriously. Forty-five protesters
were arrested.

The Nice summit is considered

the E 's most cru ial ince the
1991 aa tricht Treaty whi h laid
the ba is for a common European
currency, the euro, and seriou con-
sideration of common policie in
fields including defen e, citizenship
and protection of the environment.

The ambitious agenda here call
for the European nion to reform its
inner mechani ms so it can function
after ab orbing "new members,
chiefly e -communist countries in
Ea tern and Central Europe. At pre-
sent, 12 nation are negotiating to
join, including the three former
Baltic republic of the oviet Union.

Intere t of EU member tate
are often in conflict, however, and
the meeting of heads of state and
government here may turn out to be
the longe t ever. "The ice summit
will be one of the toughest in the
history of Europe," European Com-
missioner Michel Barnier of France
predicted.

As one of their :fir t items of bus i-
ness, the 15 EU leaders on Thursday
adopted a nonbinding charter on the
rights of all Europeans.

Journal Makes Genome Data Deal
Right to Publish
Paper Traded for
Control of Access
By Peter G. Gosselin
LOS ANGELES TiMES

WASHINGTON

The prestigious journal Science
is on the verge of striking an
unusual bargain: In return for the
right to publish a path-breaking
paper on the human genetic code, it
would allow the paper's biotech
company authors to make their
supporting data accessible only to
those who promise not to use them
for commercial or certain other
purposes.

To its critics, the agreement
appears at odds with science's long-
held view that the free exchange of
ideas is the best route to discovery
and the advancement of knowledge.

The critics also charge that the
deal would amount to a deep new
incursion of the profit motive into
scientific enterprise. They say it
would collide with Science maga-
zine's own policy that results be
publicly available for use, and also
with public promises by the authors'
company, Celera Genomics of
Rockville, Md., to provide the mate-
rial to the scientific community with
no restrictions other than a ban on
copying the data and reselling it.

"I believe that the editors of Sci-
ence are about to make a major mis-
take that will ... seriously compro-
mise a major field of scientific
research," said Cambridge Universi-
ty biologist Michael Ashburner,
who is spearheading an effort to per-
suade the magazine to reverse itself.

Officials with both Science and
Celera scoffed at critics Wednesday
and asserted that their agreement
strikes a fine balance between
researchers' need for access and the
company's desire to protect its
investment.

The firm generates and sells genet-
ic information to drug companies, uni-
versities and others. It won extraordi-
nary praise at a June White House
event for having lighted a :fire under
the drive to decipher the human genet-
ic code, and for having tied its public
counterpart, the Human Genome Pro-
ject, in the race for the code.

Celera has repeatedly said it
would make its data available but
also protect its investment, "and
that's what we're doing," declared
Paul Gilman, the company's direc-
tor of public policy.

"This is important science and
needs to get out there," said former
Stanford University President Don-
ald Kennedy, who assumed the edi-
torship of Science earlier this year.
"I don't see any problem."

Notably silent in the dispute
Wednesday were leaders of the pub-

lie project, who said that the issue of
publication and data access should
be worked out between Science,
Celera and the general scientific
community. Project officials must
decide soon when and where to sub-
mit their own scientific paper. Sci-
ence and the -British journal ature
are vying for it.

Kennedy acknowledged in an
interview that Science's decision to
allow Celera to keep the data for
the scientific paper it is submitting
for publication on its own comput-
er Web site, rather than depositing
it on the publicly managed Gen-
bank Web site, is not ideal and rep-
resents a change in the magazine's
practice.

"There's a good argument that in
the best of all possible worlds, all the
data would be in one place," he said.

But Kennedy said that the bene-
fit of a single repository for the
genetic code is offset by Celera's
willingness to make data public that
it might otherwise provide only to
paying subscribers.

However, many scientists viewed
the trade-off quite differently.

"For two decades, the policy of
requiring submission of sequence
data to Genbank bas been a tremen-
dous success and has been critical
for much of the progre s we've seen
in genomics," aid David Lipman
director of the ational Center for
Biotechnology Information.

Philippine President Goes on Trial
Estrada Could Be
Impeached on
Corruption Charges
By David Lamb
LOS ANGELES TIMES

"

MANILA, PHILIPPINES

Saying he had faith in God and
his own innocence, a humbled Pres-
identJoseph Estrada went on trial in
the Philippine Senate on Thursday
on charges of bribery and corrup-
tion. If found guilty, the former
movie star, who has a stable of mis-
tresses and a penchant for partying,
would be stripped of the presidency.

the army was on alert, and
streets around the waterfront Senate
chamber were filled with thousands
of the president's loyalists and crit-
ics. In a process expected to take
weeks 15 of the nation's 22 sena-
tors would have to establish a "bal-
ance of probability" of guilt to con-
vict Estrada.

Regardless of the outcome the
stakes are high for the Philippines
and its hard-won democracy.
Among the key questions are:

Will the fate of Estrada, the first
Asian head of state to face an
impeachment trial, be decided in the
courtroom or the streets? Will the
senators vote on the credibility of
evidence or the strength of personal
loyalty? Will the army stay out of
politics, or leave the barracks to
determine the outcome?

"I had two messages when I
talked with the army's senior enlisted
men the other day," Defense Minis-
ter Orlando Mercado said. "One,
don't allow yourselves to be used by
the political opposition. Two, we jn
the government win not use you to
stay in power. The president has
been clear: He will not stay in office
one minute ifhe is convicted."

Prosecutors began laying out the
case against Estrada on Thursday by
comparing him to the Philippines'
late dictator, Ferdinand Marcos,
who amassed an estimated $2 bil-
lion and was ousted in a popular
revolt in 1986.

"I wonder, who is the bigger
crook?" said Rep. Joker Arroyo one
of 11 congressmen serving as prose-
cutors in the Senate trial. Arroyo
said the handwriting on a $3 million

check gave away Estrada's 'efforts
to hide assets in a bank account
under a false name.

For weeks, the Philippine press
has been full of spicy stories about
the president, a man with roguish
charm who shunned the trappings of
office. ''Lover For All Seasons" read
one headline on a story about Estra-
da's sexual exploits. There have
been scandalous exposes about the
president's all-night drinking and
gambling sessions with old cronies.

But Estrada, 63, is not charged,
directly at least, with moral derelic-
tion or political incompetence.

In October, a former drinking
buddy with a shady reputation,
provincial governor Luis Singson,
went public with a bombshell:
Twice a month he had been deliver-
ing to Estrada at Malacanang Palace
attache cases stuffed with pesos -
more than $10 million worth -
from illegal gambling profits and
skimmed tobacco excise taxes.

Estrada said Singson offered
bribes but he refused them. Singson
said he would have kept silent if
Estrada had given him the gambling
franchise he wanted.

THE

Hamas Leader Reportedl Escapes
From Palestinian Prison

THE WASHfNGTON POST
JERU ALEM

A top leader of the militant Pale tinian group Hamas, su pected of
masterminding terrori t attacks that have killed dozens of Israelis has
escaped from a Palestinian jail in the Gaza trip, according to Israeli
pre reports and a Hamas Web ite.

ohammed Deif, arre ted in May by Palestinian leader Yas er
Arafat' ecurity force, was said to have lipped out of prison last
Friday with the help of some of hi guard. According to the Hamas
Web ite, Arafat was infuriated by the new and issued order for
Deif arre t, dead or alive." It said the guards have been arrested.

number of hard-line members of Hama - or the Islamic
Resi tance ovement - and another militant Palestinian group,
I lamic Jihad, have been released since the Palestinian uprising
again t Israel began 10 weeks ago. But reports were conflicting about
the tatu of De if, regarded in I rael as Public Enemy o. 1.

Word of his e cape, which Israeli security officials charged must
have been approved by Arafat or hi top lieutenants, was interpreted
here as a warning signal of possible terrorist attac on I raeli targets.

"It s very dangerous," Ronni haked, an Israeli journali t who has
written widely about militant Palestinian groups told I raeli radio.
"It's a very clear green light to Hamas, and for the other groups, to
tart and to continue their terrori t activity."

Mindful of Congested Skies,
Clinton Orders New Branch of FAA

THE WASHINGTO POST

President Clinton issued an order Thur day giving the Federal
Aviation Administration's air traffic control branch omewhat more
independence within the FAA, the latest in a eries of moves by on-
gress and the administration aimed at improving the nation's ability
to cope with increasing congestion in the skies.

Clinton's order accomplished by executive fiat one of many avia-
tion propo als by the administration that Congres has rejected.

Clinton al 0 suggested that a new Congre take a clo er look at
such concepts as charging higher landing fees to airlines during con-
gested periods, and eventually funding all air traffic services through
fees rather than taxes. The administration has had little or no success
selling such ideas on Capitol Hill.

One plan that Congres was reluctant to deal with was a 1997
Clinton proposal to fold all FAA air traffic control functions into a
semiautonomous "perforrnance-ba ed organization" on the theory it
could make faster decision with less bureaucratic foot-dragging.
That is the result of Thursday's executive order.

The action is intended to allow more efficient management of air
traffic services at a time when airline delays and cancellations are
mounting, and are expected to worsen over the next few years before
the FAA and the airline can modernize their air traffic y terns and
build more runways.

Senate OKs Bankruptcy Overhaul
THE WASHINGTON POST

WA HI GTO

The Senate Thursday passed by a veto-proof majority - 70 to 28
- a bill that would make it harder for con umers to wipe out debt
through bankruptcy, but the legislation's future remains in doubt.

After the vote, President Clinton renewed hi threat to veto the
legislation, which is backed by the credit-card industry and was
pa sed by the House in a voice vote in October. Whether it becomes
law or die , however, depends on whether Congre s remains in ses-
ion long enough to attempt a veto override, and, if it does, whether

Democrat who backed the bill Thursday would decline to join
Republican in such an attempt.

The 70 "yes' votes which included 53 Republicans and 17
Democrats, were three more than the 67 needed to override a veto.

The bill would create a compte formula for determining how
much debt financially troubled consumer would be required to repay
under a court-supervised bankruptcy plan and how much of their
incomes they could retain each month. It would be harder to wipe out
debts completely.

Consumer groups decried the enate action, saying the bill
remains too harsh on consumers who fall into financial difficulty
because of illness job loss or divorce.

Pandas Adjusting to New-Home in
National Zoo Before Public Display
THE WASHlNGTO POST

WASHINGTO

.When the door to the Panda House at the ational Zoo was
unlocked Thursday morning, the scene inside looked like the after-
math of a wild party. Scattered shreds of bamboo. A ball of dirt from
a plant, ripped from its pot. Two animals, sleeping soundly.

Any worries about how Mei Xiang and Tian Tian were adjusting to
their new home in Washington had vanished. Sometime between 10
p.m. and 6 a.m., when people weren't watching them, the fun began.

"It was really great to see that," said Lisa Stevens, senior curator
for mammals, who had flown back on the cargo plane from China on
Wednesday with the two rare giant pandas. The animals are to go on
public display next month after a quarantine period to ensure they are
free of disease and are well-adjusted to their new home.

Mei Xiang ("may sb-O G') who is 2 1/2, and Tian Tian (' t-
YEN, t-YEN"), who is 3 1/2, came from the Wolong Reserve in
China's mountainous Sichuan Province, where they were horn. The
zoo is borrowing them from China for 10 years at a cost of $1.million
a year, mostly raised from corporate donors. The funds are intended
to go to projects to help save the endangered wild panda population.

.Zoo staffers who traveled on the Federal Express plane with the.
two animals said they appeared to weather the flight well. They were
eating bamboo together soon after they were trucked from Dulles
International Airport to the zoo. And they ate every bit of the more
than 40 pounds of bamboo left for them overnight and kept going,
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Two men enter, one man leaves!
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Letters 70 The Editor
Beating Around

The Bush
I was di appointed and saddened to see

Akshay Patil '04 argue that, in the not-too-dis-
tant future, we win no longer care about this
presidential election. The fact that a failed
bu ines man who grins while talking about
executing eople was "elected" president has
left me disappointed in my country. However,
if we were ever to forget the shady circum-
tance under which thi all occurred, I would

be downright ashamed.
This election was not ju t a footnote in

history; it was full-blown proof of the extent
to which money and corruption have
destroyed our electoral process, and the self-
delusion and apathy Americans will resort to
in order to keep from having to admit that
anything is wrong.

Let' recap: Gore won the popular vote;
more citizen of the nited tates want Gore
to be president. Bush, the son of a former
pre ident, declares himself president. His
"win" re ts on di puted votes from a state
run by hi brother - a state in which tens of
thousands of invalid absentee ballots, which
traditionally swing towards the self-declared
winner s party, are "corrected" 0 a to
make them valid. The electoral vote for that
tate are handed over to the elf-declared

president by a political appointee of his
brother. I think the most telling part of this

Erratum
In a review of Dance Troupe in the

la tissue [' torm," Dec. 5], arah F.
Funderburk '04 was incorrectly credited
for choreographing "Scream." The
dance number wa actually choreo-
graphed by Judianne B. Ramiscal 04.

whole story, however, is the very end, when
the self-declared winner's party resorts to
threats of violence and intimidation to keep
a neutral electoral board from going forward
with its duties. Welcome to democracy
under George W. Bush.

Susan M. Buchman '01

Profits Drive
AIDS,Re'search '

I'd like to take a minute to respond to the
recent protests of Pfizer covered in this
paper. First off, let me make it clear that I
support all actions on the part of the U.S.
government or private citizens to purchase
supplies of AIDS-relieving drugs and dis-
tribute them in Africa and to people around
the world who can't afford AIDS treatment
- up to and including a Federal tax for the
purpose. (Anyone with information about
private groups soliciting donations for this
purpose should spread the word on campus.
I'll definitely pitch in.)

That said, it seems to me that asking
Pfizer to give up its patent is a dangerous
game. Pfizer is a business. All of their deci-
sions are predicated on the question: 'What
will make money for our shareholders?"
They dumped tremendous amounts of
investors' money into the research program
that developed fluconazole. And if they
don't have a patent on it, all that money is a
loss.

ow, if that was the end of the story, I
could care less. But it seems to me that if
Pfizer gives up their patent on fluconazole, it
will end a message to all drug companies
and in estors that AID research is not prof-
itable. If it i not profitable, it will stop.
AIDS research will become the exclusive
province of government-funded agencies,
while the big drug companies search for a
nice, profitable cure for baldness. And the
cure for AIDS will become less likely.

Does Pfizer spend lots of money on

advertising? Sure. Are they selfish? Yes.
Should we punish them for this? As unfair as
it is, that might be a real bad idea.

. Ben Janesko G

Doing Better on
Suicide Prevention

As a suicide prevention.hotline worker I'd
.like to put in my two .~e~ts about'the'~~cent

" ~~i'cid~s here and at iIaiVaid.''Eacb t'ime I read
The Tech for information, and each time it was
reported that the student was "doing much bet-
ter" by friends and associates. This makes me
think that there was at least an inkling that
problems had been evident before the suicide
- clearly, each individual was not doing
much better, so why didn't anybody know?

Perhaps they're not saying; suicide has a
terrible stigma in Western society. For me,
though, it demonstrates that the local support
services are not sufficient. It is possible that
intervention by health services and caring
friends has made a difference that we will
never read about; from The Tech's articles,
however, one gets the impression that ours is a
culture which does not encourage students or
the health institutions to support a suicidal indi-
vidual for more than just an evening, or a week.

We on the hotline are taught that the most
dangerous period for suicide is after the debili-
tating depression, or when the individual is
feeling "better," as the severely depressed usu-
ally don't have the focus or energy to devise a
suicide plan and see it through. Winter and the
holidays do not boast the highest uicide rate;
it is spring, when the weather starts to warm,
the ice begins to break, and life begins anew.

Perhaps MIT should study how to better
support the mental health issues of its students
(and faculty, and staff), because suicide and
depression can strike not just the freshman
class, and not just during finals.

The author, who has requested anonymity,
works on a suicide prevention hotline and is a
member of the Samaritans of Boston (536-2460).
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eena Thoma

Few things are more tragic than a colI g
undergraduate who view life a 0 meaning-
Ie s so unbearable, that killing himself i hi
only e cape. uicidei a de perate a tion and
each person who commit uicide has very
per onal reasons for doing o. Why, then do
orne people attempt to use uicides a data

points to suit their own purpose ?
Take, for instance, Will Hafer's article enti-

tled "Heading in the Wrong Direction" in the
December 2000 issue of Counterpoint .. It states
that "in the fourteen academic terms from fall
1990 until Krueger's death in the fall of 1997,
five suicides occurred at MIT. The next five aca-
demic terms saw seven suicides." Clearly there
has been a rash of suicides in the past few years.

However, the article errs in providing no
concrete evidence specifically linking the
increased suicide rate to tbe change in MIT
culture and policy following Scott Krueger's
death in 1997.

The article states, "The administration's
error was one of unintended consequences. In
cracking down on the presence of alcohol at fra-
ternity parties, all they wanted to do was keep
[people from] harm. [The student body] needed
to get drunk and party. Ithelped us face the next
week. .. Today students face week after week of
mental strain, with little in between to lighten.
the load. This is having a destmctive effect on
mapy students' mental conditions."

With the dizzying array of extracurricular
activities and friends available in both dorms
and FSILGs, surely stressed-out students can
find escapes besides drinking. Alcohol might
help temporarily obliterate problems, but the
problems persist long after the alcohol has left
the bloodstream.

The Counterpoint quote implies that fewer
students would have killed themselves had
administrators not changed the alcohol policy.
Such a broad statement shows blatant disre-
gard for the actual people cited. These are real .
people who have committed suicide, for valid
and personal reasons. They are not merely
experimental data points which follow a trend.
Each one of the individuals who took his or
her own life had reasons that certainly would
have 'persisted whether or not drinking were
more prevalent on campus.

To treat those people as statistical evidence

Eric 1. Plosky

To countries making fun of the American
electorial system, I say: you should be so lucky.

Sure, Bush and Gore are both still standing
in a ballot blizzard in Florida, chads flying
every which way in the breathy wind of
judges and justices. But compared to the way
it could have been, this is a cakewalk. Here in
enlightened America, we at least have courts
and duly authorized officials figuring out
who's going to lead the nation. Other coun-
tries may joke about sending election moni-
tors our way, but theirs is the humor of des-
peration. For proof, let's take a look at some
election-related news from around the world.

Just this week, CNN reported that "at least
seven people were killed in shootings and other
violence at or near polling stations Tuesday dur-
ing South Africa'S municipal elections, the sec-
ond since the end of apartheid." Worse is Ivory
Coast, where at least 22 people died this week
during what Reuters called "pre-election politi-
cal and ethnic violence." A former prime minis-

. ter was excluded from the poll by Ivory Coast's
supreme court; as a result, United Nations Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan called off UN elec-
toral assistance, police fired tear gas at protest-
ers, and residents were placed under curfew.

Sounds a little bit like what happened only a
couple of months ago in Yugoslavia - remem-
ber that it took street filled with Belgraders to
persuade the reviled Slobodan Milosevic that
maybe he really did lose that country's presi-
dential election after all. However gingerly Bill
Clinton will have to leaveW ashington, at least
he won't literally have to run for his life.

Ultranationalism may be a problem in
America when bigots like Pat Buchanan can
run for president, but he finished with less
than one percent of the vote. In Romania, can-
didate Corneliu Vadim Tudor got 28 percent
of the vote in a Nov. 26 presidential primary'
he's now the number-two man in the race,
despite what the Boston Globe on Wednesday
called his "history of vituperative attacks on
enemies real and perceived - Jews, Hungari-
ans, Gypsies, political rivals." (Sort of hard to
root for Tudor's opponent, though, seeing as
how he's an old-style Communist dictator.)
Far-right candidates said to have Nazi sympa-
thies recently took charge of the Austrian gov-

OP

against th al ohol policy change show no
re p ct for their live . Intere tingly, Hafer
almo t appear to under tand that real peo-
ple li e are at take. He tate 'In a breath-
takingly mindle mi application of tati tic
to reality loan profe or mold Barnett
tried to write these events off as mere random
data fluctuations. But uicide are not random.
They have caue , and if a lot of tudent
commit uicide, even 0 er the pace of a in-
gle term it means somebody is making orne
very big mi takes.

Hafer is exactly right - uicides have caus-
e . However, he pre umptuously assume that
the uicides were due to the policy changes,
and provides no concrete evidence to support
himself. Suicides always have cause . They can
result from the death of a loved one, clinical
depression, the end of a relationship or lack of
parental support, none of which are linked at all
to an individual overly stressed by schoolwork
and finding no release through partying and
alcohol. Hafer can't assume he know the rea-
son why students commit suicide; he doe not.

People do commit suicide for reason other
than schoolwork. It is very easy, too easy in
fact, for the student body, the media, and oth-
ers to hear about a suicide at MIT and to auto-
matically assume it stemmed from school-
related pressures. Nothing could be further
from the truth. Each MIT student has a life
outside of their schoolwork, with friends, fam-
ily, and loved ones. Anything could happen in
anyone of those areas which might trigger
someone to view suicide as the only option.
Coursework alone .should not. be fingered as
the only factor in any MIT suicide.

Hafer uses statistics blindly in order to prove
his thesis, which is that MIT students have few
avenues to release their stress as a result in the
alcohol policy changes following Scott Krueger,
and that because of this, we have seen an
increase in the suicide rate since the fall of 1997.
Consider the following statement made in the
article: "Life at MIT really is a bleak experience
these days. Is it all that surprising that we had
three suicides in the last term?" It is true that we
had three suicides among the MIT community in
the spring of2000. However, the article attempts
to link: suicide to the "bleak experience" of
MIT. Yet consider ~t of the three, only Eliza-
beth Shin '02 was a student at MIT at the time
of her death. Christopher Millard '96, described
as "a former MIT student" who had been work-

Still the One
ernment, prompting other countries in Europe
to take the unprecedented and unambiguous
step of cutting diplomatic relations. And let's
not even begin analyzing Russia's KGB chief-
turned-president, who wants to dust off the
Soviet flag and national anthem.

Government machinations? In Tanzania,
widespread corruption is so openly acknowl-
edged - opposition politicians are routinely
arrested - that the new president has had to
form an investigative commission. Most politi-
cians in Sudan aren't even bothering to run in
their country's questionable election, to be held
next month. Things aren't much better in Haiti,
where President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, who was
"elected" by American troops in 1994 (a little
military adventure called "Operation Uphold
Democracy"), recently rigged his own re-elec-
tion, winning some 92% of the vote (the second-
place finisher garnered a mere 2%).

Even some of our closest allies aren't above
a little electoral meddling. In Taiwan, the long-
ruling Kuomintang party, upset at losing big in
March elections, has tried every which way to
throw wrenches at "embattled' President Chen
Shui-bian. Still, although Chen is under attack
at home and by a billion Chinese mainlanders,
he's faringbetter than Japan's prime minister,
Yo shiro Mori, who survived a no-confidence
vote orchestrated against him last month only
after an embarrassing combination of pleading
and political string-pulling. In L rael Prime
Minister Ehud Barak, having failed to keep
peace with the Palestinians and within his own
government, has been forced to call early elec-
tions as his ruling coalition collapses; Temple
Mount-visiting right-winger Ariel Sharon, who
obviously keeps peace pretty low on his agen-
da, is delighted. And Canada, of all countries
also recently called early elections - a ploy by
wily Prime Minister Jean Chretien to get re-
elected before the opposition got too strong.

Let's see; we're up to coups, impeach-
ments, and resignations. In Pakistan, it's been
over a year since Gen. Pervez Musharraf and
company booted duly elected Prime Minister

awaz Sharif and sent him packing for prison;
new elections are nowhere on the horizon.
(Don't forget that Boston TV reporter Andy
Hiller quizzed our own George W. Bush on
this guy s name' Bush answered, "General.")
The Philippines is at this moment enjoying the
spectacle of its apparently fast-and-loose presi-

o

dent, Joseph Estrada, being paraded in front of
the Philippine Senate in an impeachment trial
that makes Clinton's look like a lovefest.
Peru's Alberto Fujimori would have faced
similar music if he hadn't faxed - faxed -
his resignation from a Tokyo hotel room.

Free and fair elections are still ju t myth (if
not banned concepts) in many countries around
the world, and even sometimes when they're
nnnored to take place, it's hard to prove. De pite
the election ofreformist Muhammad Khatami in
IranJundamentalist clerics still pretty much rule
there, as in Afghanistan, whose hard-liners are
notorious for their uncompromising and often
lethal conservatism. Zimbabwe' leader, Robert
Mugabe, may have been elected but i now run-
ning amok even a his party and hi country'
economy plunge into chaos, ignoring a upreme
Court that has ruled his radical land-redistribu-
tion "plan," which has produced nationwide
violence, illegal. ot to mention that la t
month's Zimbabwean elections were character-
ized by the usual beatings and shooting .)

All this all throughout the globe. And we
Americans have the effrontery to express di -
gust at our own courtroom wranglings. Please.
Let them wrangle.

Actually, only one nation has tood alone in
recent months for conducting a reasonably effi-
cient and honorable election. That is Mexico
where voters in July elected opposition candi-
date Vicente Fox, who was inaugurated last Fri-
day. Fox's election ended 71 years of rule under
the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PR!)
which had kept power through all the usual
means - trickery, fraud, intimidation, even
assassinations. Only because the PRJ' last
president, Ernesto Zedillo was intent on
refonningthe "adjectives" - dictatorial, artifi-
cial, useless - out of Mexican democracy did
politics there begin to change. The country still
has some way to go (campaign violence was
still not uncommon), but great strides have been
made - Fox, for instance, benefited greatly
from (gasp!) public campaign financing.

On July 4, after Fox's ejection the New York
Times said of Zedillo: 'His policies amounted to
an ultimatum. No longer was it the domineering
PRJ elite' job to pread the spoils. The presi-
dent wanted the party to work for its votes." We
in the United States may be able to learn from
that. And the rest of the world - well, the rest
of the world has a lot more to learn.

T H Page 5

Moments in
The Mirror

We all experience moments of clairvoy-
ance amid t clouds of confu ion, when the
inces ant buzz of daily life that numbs our
minds clear for a moment and we're left
with striking insight. The e are moments to
be cheri hed, when we can feel just a mall
part of our humanity manife t in some frac-
tion of our day; we are elevated to a higher
level of under tanding even if only briefly.

That' not to say these revelation are
always plea ant. They can bring doubt
about our entire live about why we are
where we are, doing what we're doing feel-
ing the way we re feeling. Why, we ask do
we really need to live at all: what i there to
live for? In the e moments of stinging isola-
tion, legitimate feelings of desertion and
despair can flow freely over u , and they
have power that lie, to some degree in
their truth. Hopefully, in these moments the
doubter gi e life another chance, making a
bet that the future might hold potential for a
life that is somehow more fulfilling and
worthwhile than the painful and empty one
before them now.

College tudents especially seem to have
problems with this ort of depre sion. In the
course of observing all the seemingly super-
fluous depression-related presentations, pam-
phlets and other warnings passed on to col-
lege freshmen - material which feels very
superficial, with its endless lists of advice
and help numbers - one can easily get the
impres ion that college causes this depres-
sion' that the pres ures and challenges stu-
dents face can simply push some to despair.

This is often not the case. Instead of caus-
ing or creating depression, college life can
instead reveal the depression that each of us
faces but carefully hides. It reveals certain
dependencies that each of us has, on family,
friends, hometown, or whatever. College life
has the potential to remove those things we
depend upon with unnerving speed and pre-
cision. Some people, as they enter college,
move quickly to fill the holes left by the shift
to this new life trying to blind themselves to
the brief pain. When we make that willful
effort to hide from our elves, those moments
of clairvoyance become few and far between,
yet somehow even more frightening.

Ultimately, we are hiding from our elves.
And when, for a moment, we are jarred from
our afe emotional havens and forced to face
ourselves, that is when we face the true te t
of human existence.

We stare at our elves in a metaphysical
mirror, and our reflection our inner self,
tares icily back, and que tion us with a di -

turbingly composed coldness. Holding u
there in its di interested pelI, it as us just
what it i we're going to do.

Truly this i a powerful test of our
re olve, and it i one to which we are the sole
witne . It can be a hobbling and sometimes
deadly confrontation, if we genuinely feel
that there s no reason to keep fighting.

Sometime , though, we can find in this
test a new trength and determination, pow-
erful but torturously painful, that lies not in
ephemeral desires to impre s those around us
or achieve some passing succe but rather
in a need to prove ourselves to that doubting
being inside u . There is no greater inspira-
tion than that which drives us to beat our-
elves and to defend our existence. Finding

this source, we can become le dependent
on the fickle approval and disapproval of the
world around us. Instead, our will faces only
the te t posed by ourselves, and our ucce s-
es, when we achieve them are ever sweeter.

However, seriou failure becomes much
more difficult to write off, because now we
have not just failed those around u , we have
failed ourselve. ow that man in the mirror
stares at u once more: his face drops just a
little bit in quiet di appointment before twist-
ing again into a scowl of disgust at our inad-
equate efforts. The icy hand of defeat slaps
us off our path and laying there, tunned, we
are forced to one more time start anew and
demand of our elves even more strength and
courage - and in the back of our minds, a
we chuckle in despair at the absurdity of all
this, we can t help but wonder what will hap-
pen to us when we arrive here again.

Why, then, do I feel that we should
cherish the e torturous moments, when we
push our elves to the anguished brink of
self-destruction? Becau e I value truth.
Even in its frightening power, if we can
face it, accept it, and grapple with it as we
Jive with the hope of someday finding some
peace with it, I think we have made life
worth living.
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Kicki g the The SexyAsian Male
In the Media

V Habit

e e come a long way in e the day
ickey Rooney portrayed th character Mr.
unio hi in ' Breakfast at Tiffany , a a buck-

tooth, exle Japane e neighbor ith a brok n
and in omprehen ible accent. Equally insulting

a when the only ian men ou'd ee on
creen in the 0 were the geeky and nerdy

variety, a in the ian computer cience
nerds in the Re enge of the erds" series.

In the past decade however, the American
publi , in part due to Hollywood slowly but
gradually giving ian actor more leading
role ha een the tran formation, or rather,
the reality of the A ian male archetype. Asian
men are just a rna culine and sexually
appealing as the Humphrey Bogart types in
the world. In truth, we are not as sexless and
nerdy as Hollywood or the media would like
u to believe.

Over the weekend, I attended MIT Dance
Troupe's fall concert, 'Storm." The wonderful
performances and artistry of all the dancers
aside I was very excited to see the Asian male
dancers portrayed in an exciting and new
light. 0 longer are we nerdy. We are hot,
masculine, and desirable. We know urban
dance moves as well as any other racial group,
and we can surely breakdance like there's no
tomorrow.

In a Newsweek article published earlier this
year, the writer suggested that there was a
growing trend in interracial dating between
Asian men and non-Asian women and that
this was in part due to how the media is now
portraying the Asian male. "The media [is]
redefining their image of Asian-American
men, a group previously labeled as weak, sex-
less and unable to offer the status and security
that white men could," the writer asserted,
also pointing out that Asian-American men
are marrying outside their ethnic group at a far
faster rate than before.

Walk around MIT and you will notice that
this trend is indeed true. In fact, you most
likely have Asian male friends who are dating
outside of their ethnic group. While we can
certainly attribute this trend to children grow-

Philip Burro
I felt lik I ould no longer trust the clan-

de tine proportion of Americ n participating
in iel en rating , nor the myopic corporate
capitali t making the programming deci ions.
The e were th ame people that didn't fmd
Clerks more appealing than rerun of JA G,
and who ired the epi ode out of order
re pectively. The only joy I get out of televi-
ion no i from deriding ho that ine pli -

ably pa ed mu ter mo t of them yndicated.
Tho e and my torie , anyway.

ompounding the problem of my heer
dearth of re pe t for the televi ion industry i
the growing portability of video game . The
rede igned Play tation (p l), for e ample, i
not much bigger than my tuner making it as

acce ible a tele i ion.
Pe onally, I m till par-
tial to the Game Boy, if
only becau e l' e had it
for 0 long. The viewing
e perience i ea ily a
ub titute for televi ion,

and I get to entertain
my elf without engaging
in any ocial context
unle I want to PokeBat-
tle. intendo upcoming
Gamecube ystem, with
its both ae thetic and
functional petitene s is
looking all the more
alluring without the dis-
traction of good programs

on the air (not to mention its de igned compat-
ibility with the next Game Boy system).

So I can't say that this shift in my view-
ing habits has been totally unfortunate. For
one thing, I've largely been spared attach-
ment to doomed shows. I've also theoretical-
ly gained hours of free time each week, but
they have been disappearing somewhere.

ore importantly, I'm slowly easing my
way further and further from pop culture. I
don't even see ielsen ratings anymore to
know what's popular. If I forget about tele-

ision altogether, I can concentrate on more
intellectual pursuits, like Link's Awakening
DX and the timeless Tetris. Still, nostalgia
for the heyday of Michigan J. Frog creeps
into my thoughts every now and again.
Many have empathized with me in saying
that my situation is quite sad.

I u ed to be a televi ion junkie of ort .
At fir t I ju t watched copiou amounts of
television because I ould. Later limitation
on the amount of televi ion I could vie
paradoxically made me a televi ion rna en.
The scheduling procedur I devi ed
in olved more fact-finding and prediction
th n any non-term paper a ignment I had
in high chool, labs included. t no
under no external regulation, a relatively
unchanged (if not maIler courseload, and
with many former extracurricular pur uit
now behind me my weekly viewing hour
have dipped into the in-
gle digits. one might
imagine, thi is not very
plea ing. hat could
have brought about thi
decrea e, and more
importantly is it part of
a trend?

The fir t rea on
which come to mind is
probably the impetu to
go out and meet new
people, e pecially in a
place with such an inter-
e ting mi of per onali-
tie . It i true I have been
online more often, but
my computer i equipped
with an eternal tuner so that I need not ven-
ture too far from my li t of buddie . E en if I
did want to venture from of my dorm room
the televi ion lounge is right outside. Pritchett
too ha television facilitie if lightly dimin-
ished) hould pang of hunger pry me from
Piled Higher and Deeper.

o the problem i with television it elf. I
have become increa ingly disillusioned with
the medium ince last year. ot ince Mup-
pet Babies was joined by Garfield and
Friends in its aturday morning lineup had I
been 0 e cited with the pro pect of the new
eason. Then one by one my favorite shows

were canceled. Through it all, a quiz how
and a remake of Gilligan's 1 land (only
devoid of the cultural metaphor) were clean-
ing up. To this day I refu e to watch Million-
aire unle Tyra Banks ion.

I ve theoretically ained
hour. iffree time each

we k but they have been
di appearing omewhere.

ow I can concentrate on
more intellectual pur. uits,

like Link Awakening DX
and the timele 5 Tetri .

ing up more color-blind and tolerant than
e er, we al 0 owe our thanks to the media for
gi ing a more accurate and reali tic portrayal
of the ian male.

In ovember People Magazine's ' exi-
t an Alive 2000 'i ue, among the even-

teen men ho were profiled, it wa nice to ee
an ian a tor ele ted to make the list. The
actor elected, Tony Leung Chiu-Wai, was
named a e ie t ewcomer. Interestingly
though he ha made more than :fifty movies,
o ' newcomer' is probably a stretch. But at

lea t People i trying.
When the new :film Crouching Tiger, Hid-

den Dragon arrives in theaters this Christmas,
be prepared for star Chow Yun-Fat to take the
mu h-deserved center stage. There are already
rumors floating that he could be up for an
Academy Award next year for his portrayal of
an honorable martial-arts warrior on a quest to
reclaim his stolen weapon, a beautiful jade
sword, and to declare his life-long love for a
female warrior who matches him in strength
and courage. The movie will be the first
American mainstream martial-arts movie to
feature an all-Asian cast, including two strong
male leads with their two equally strong
female counterparts.

Of course, even though we are seeing
improvement in the portrayal of Asian men,
there are glaring exceptions. Many Asian-
Americans recently stood up en masse to
protest "Mr. Wong," a Flash-animated show
featured on Icebox.com. The character in ques-
tion, Mr. Wong, is drawn up as a yellow-
skinned, squinty-eyed bucktooth servant to a
rich white boss named "Miss Pam." To many,
the show is downright racist and may help rein-
force some children's stereotypes about Asian
men as being unattractive and submissive.

We have come a long way since the days
of Mr. Yunioshi and Charlie Chan, another
sexless Asian character portrayed by a white
actor in the 1930s and 40s. But as the "Mr.
Wong" example shows, we still have another
mile to go before we can see realistic portray-
als of Asian men and women across all media.
To the media's credit, they are slowly getting
it. We are now portrayed as sexy, sexual, and
masculine, and you bet we are.
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Anything Is Possible
This is where the generation of new ideas lives.

Because we've built a global network of people who see

possibilities where others see confusion and risk - and

who know how to turn those possibilities into realities.

And by working at internet speed - propelling dozens

of companies and millions of investors into the

new economy.

We are propelling careers all over the world.

Morgan Stanley Dean Witter Asia invitesjuniors

(class of 2002) interested in Summer Analyst

oppurtunitiesin Fixed Income to apply online at

www.msdw.com/career Irecruiting.

Application Deadline: February 7, 2001

MORGAN STANLEY DEAN WITTER

Careers at Morgan Stanley Dean Witter Asia start @ msdw. com I career I recruiting

Morgan Stanley OJ811Witter IS an (qual Opportunity Emptoyer commtued 10 workforce diversity. organ St nley Dean WIUel is a s rvice mar of Morgan Stanley Dean \Nllter Co
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E S eRE E
- BY THE TECH ARTS STAFF -

Dancer in the Dark <***>
Bjork, Catherine Deneuve, and direc-

tor/writer Lars von Trier team up in this Meet the Parents <***>
ambitious musical. A heavy and tragic plot From the director of Austin Powers comes
collides with campy musical numbers to this offbeat and original romantic comedy
form a film that is .better off as a drama than about hapless Greg Focker (Ben Stiller) and his
a musical. Bjork and Deneuve's perfor- attempts to impress his future father-in-law

Acapu co
Cancun
Jamaica
Bahama
florida
Euro

call california Oyoban 's CAMBRIDGE office at
617.497.8646 for more information, M-F 8:00-5:30. lA~8~~~~fr

DO YOU HAVE
ANOREXIA?

* Low weight women ages 18-45
are at risk for bone loss (osteoporosis)

*9-month research study for
new bone loss treatment
Free test of bone density
* tipend of up to 500

The following movies are playing thi week-
end at local theater, . The Te h uggest. u ing
<http://www.boston.com> for a complete li t-
ing of times and location .

E cellent
Good

* Fair
Poor

1 D lmation (
Cruella D ViI i released after three year

in pri on and now she on yet another illain-
ous quest. TID time, he' et her eyes on the
'ultimate" fur coat which require 102 dalma-

tian. atch Cruella and her group of bum-
bling henchmen manipulate flirtatious keno 1-
owner, Ke in, and hi love-intere t, Cloe, to
humorou end . - D vdoot ajumdar

d nture in lid aliforni ( * )
The theme of this movie, alifornia'

wild nature, i the direct in piration for the
spirit of adventure e ploration, and inno a-
tion - but it i the gloriou visual (Icy urf-
ing and regular surfing, snowboarding, heli-
copter flights) that provide real e citement.
- Vladimir Zelevin ky

B tin hov ( )
The late t relea e by mockumentary film-

maker hristopher Guest spoof: the peculiar
American phenomenon of the dog how, and
focu es on nine would-be blue-ribbon win-
ners, each more absurd than the last. The
mo t unforgivable error Gue t make i in
the film marketing. Best In how i guilty
of one of the mo t onerou offen es of bad
action flick: it give away its be t s enes
during the film' trailer. What's left after the
joke that everyone' already seen is a series
of unrelated and mo tty offensive stereotypi-
cal cene, the theatrical equivalent of call-
ing people name . It is too bad that Guest,
given hi con iderable re ume and a great
setup for a film, can't grow up enough to
intelligently poke fun at a decidedly de erv-
ing ubject. - Jed Home

Billy lliot ( **
weet, pirited, and enjoyable (albeit

sometimes clum ily rendered) movie experi-
ence. A young Briti h boy hypnotized by
dancing, begin tudying ballet, much to the
chagrin of his lower-class father. The eem-
ingly obligatory political backdrop i awk-
ward and unneces ary, but overall it a
heart-warming and amu ing piece of light
fare that recovers well from any of its mi -
steps. Warning: thick British accents. -
Karen Feigenbaum

Charlie gels (***>
This mixture of James Bond, Mission:

Impossible, The Matrix, and Drunken Master
is so much fun that it can't help but be infec-
tious. The creenplay suffers from familiari-
ty, and the final sequence is a letdown, but
most of the movie is preposterously enter-
taining. Crispin Glover as a wordless assas-
sin is a comic highlight. - VZ

EARN UP TO $600 MONTH
We are Iookiog for men to participate in our
Anonymous Soe!m Donor Program. To qualify
you must be 5'9· or taller, between 19.-39 years old,
enrolled in or graduated from a four year rollege or
university and able to oommit tor 9-12 months.
Donors 'U be oompensated $SO for each acceptable
5pedmen.

Call Lisa Thomas, NP
at 617-724-7393

for more information.

FRANK MAS/-TOUCHSTONE PICTURES

Bruce Willis (left) stars as David Dunn, the sole survivor of a catastrophic train wreck in Unbreakable. Samuel L. Jackson
stars as Elijah Price, an eccentric stranger who is fascinated by Dunn's unexplainable survival and is convinced that this
ordinary man somehow possesses an extraordinary gift.

mances are tellar, but the rest of the cast
need intense dance and vocal training in
order to make a more convincing musical.
The film s mu ic has traces of Bjork's
unique electronic style, but still feels held
back and pulled in different direction
Bring tissue . - Annie Choi

(Robert De iro). Pam's (Teri Polo) father,
Jack Byrnes, instantly decides that he's unim-
pressed by his daughter's husband-to-be and
what follows is a. disastrous family weekend
during which things just keeping getting worse.
With laugh-out-loud humor and an endless
array of gut-busting scenes, this film proves to
be Stiller's greatest success since There's
Something about Mary. - Ryan Klimczak

kill them off one by one, using 'such devices
as solar flares and a berserk robot that knows
kung-fu. The audience is also in mortal dan-
ger - of being bored to death. - VZ

Requiem For a Dream (**~
Requiem For a Dream, directed and co-

written by Darren Aronofsky (the
writer/director of Pi), employs an intense
visual style to describe the personal hells of
four drug-addicted characters and their inter-
connected spirals into madness and depravi-
ty. Aronofsky has overstepped his ability as
a filmmaker in his sophomore effort, and for
all the flashy pyrotechnics, Requiem falls
flat on an unfocused plot and mediocre act-
ing. Viscerally, however, Requiem is as sat-
isfying, if not more so, than Pi. If you liked
Pi, Requiem is a must-see. If you didn't,
don't bother. - JH

he Legend of Bagger Vance (*)
tiresome tale about golfer Randolph

Junuh (Matt Damon) who lost hi "swing,"
and the mysterious caddy (Will Smith) who
help out by offering philo ophical golf
advice. Though Damon and Smith give
excellent performances, the lack of character
development and corny golf spirituality
ruins this film. - DM

Pay it Forward (***~
With an outstanding and talented cast of

actors, Pay it Forward proves to be one of
this year's most emotionally evocative
movies. Social studies teacher Eugene
Simonet (Kevin Spacey) creates an assign-
ment of impossible standards: "Think of an
idea to change the world - and put it into
action." The persistent and imaginative
Trevor McKinney (Haley Joel Osment) con-
structs an ambitious plan known as pay it for-
ward, whereby one act of kindness is recipro-
cated by three new acts of kindness, and so
on. Inspiring, original, and thought-provok-
mg, this filin takes us on a spiritual journey
on the nature of humanity. - RK .

Unbreakable (***>
. M. Night Shyamalan's follow-up to The

Sixth Sense is, despite the presence of Bruce
Willis in the lead and similar visual sensibil-
ity, a rather different movie: a largely unpre-
dictable genre yarn, which, fortunately,
never takes itself too seriously (a couple of
very intense sequences excepted). Bruce
Willis is used more as a screen presence
than a real actor, but Samuel L. Jackson is
electrifying. - VZ

LittJeicky (**~
Yet another uninspiring film in Adam San-

dler's film career. Countless cameos from
movie stars and SNL would-have-beens divert
the attention from Sandler, who is never
given the chance to really shine. Though there
are some funny scenes, this film falls short on
delivering belly laughs. - Erik Blankinship

Red Planet (*>
A tiresomely repetitive compendium of

some of the most excruciatingly boring
sequences ever committed to celluloid, this
movie strands five people on Mars to, slowly
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Clubs
Axis
13 Lansdowne St., 617-262-2437

Sundays: See Avalon below.
Mondays: Static. Gay, casual dress.

5,18+.
Thursdays: ChromejSkybar. Progres-

si e house, soul, disco; dress
code. $10,19+; 8,21 .

Fridays: Spin Cycle. Progressi e
house, 80's. $12, 19 ; $10,
21+.

Avalon
15 Lansdowne St., 617-262-2424

Sundays: Gay Night (with Axis on long
weekends). Featuring hardcore
house and techno. $10, 2~+.

Thursdays: Intemational Night. Euro-
house. $10, 19+.

Fridays: Avaland. House. $15,19+.
Saturdays: Downtown. Modern

house, club classics, and Top 40
hits. $15, 21+.

#Canna Club
9 Lansdowne St., 617-421-9595

Sundays: "Current dance favorites"
by guest DJs. Cover varies.

Tuesdays: Phatt Tuesdays. With
Bill's bar, modern dance music.
$10.

Wednesdays: STP. Gay-friendly,
house. $15, 21+.

Thursdays: Groove Factor. House.
Fridays: Pure. Drum and bass, guest

OJ. $15,19+.
Saturdays: Elements of Life. Interna-

tional House. $15.

ManRay
21 Brookline St., Cambridge, 617-
864-0400

Wednesdays: Curses. Goth. Appro-
priate dress required. $5,' 19+;
$3,21+.

Thursdays: Campus. Popular tunes
+ House. Gay, casual dress. $10,
19+; $7, 21+.

Fridays: Fantasy Factory (First and
third Friday of the month. Features
kinky fetishes and industrial
music.) Hell Night (every second
Friday. 19+. Includes Goth music.)
Ooze (the last Friday of the month.)
$10, 21+. reduced prices for
those wearing fetish gear.

Saturdays: Liquid. Disco/house +
New Wave. $15, 19+; $10,21+.

Popular Music
Axis
13 Lansdowne St., 617-262-2437
Next: 423-NEXT

Dec. 7-10: The Mighty Mighty Bos-
stones.

Avalon
15 Lansdowne St .. , 617-262-2424

Dec. 13: KISS 108FM Jingle Ball
with 98 Degrees, Vertical Horizon,
Nine Days, Jon Secada, evan and
jaron, Samatha Mumba and spe-
cial guest host Lenny Kravitz. Tick-
ets must be won on KISS 108 or
<kissfm. emtmi.com>.

Dec. 27: Rustic Overtones.

BerlcJee Perfonnance Center
Berklee College of Music
1140 Boylston St.
Free student recitals and faculty
concerts, 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. some
weekdays. For info. on these con-
certs, call the Performance Informa-
tion Line at 747-8820.

Dec. 9: Jane Oliver: •An Evening of
Christmas & Romance".
Dec. 10: Klezmer Conservatory
Band (ong, scheduled for Oct. 28.)
Feb. 24: Dave Brubeck.

Club Passim
477~~~r St, Cambridge, 617492-

, Tuesdays: OP.E!nMic at 8 p.m. (sign
up at 7:30). $5.

Dec. 8-9: Kris' Delmhorst.

Dec. 10: Connie Kaldor.

Dec. 14: Alastair Moock.

Dec. 15: Jess Klein.

Dec. 17: Lorraine & Bennett Ham-
mond.

Dec. 18: Arabesque Holiday Concert

Dec. 19: Aengus - Annual Celtic
Christmas and Winter Solstice cele-
bration featuring Robbie O'Connell.

Jan. 18: Michael McDermott.

The Middle East
Ticketmaster: 931-2000.
Ticket prices vary. Call 354-8238 for
more info.

Dec. 7: Mr. Ufo
Dec. 8: Groove Collective.
Dec. 8: Hybrasil.
Dec. 9: Buffalo Tom.
Dec. 9: Star Ghost Dog.
Dec. 13: Victor Wooten, bassist from

Bela Reck and the Reetones.
Dec. 15: Akrobatik.
Dec. 31: Babaloo.

Orpheum Theatre
1 Hamilton PI. , Boston, 617-679-
0810
Ticketmaster: 931-2000

Dec. 16: Joe Jackson.
Dec. 21: Trans Siberian Orchestra.

Sanders Theatre
45 Quincy St., 02138, 617-496-

2222

Jan. 27: Kate Clinton.
Jan. 28: Zimmerman's Coffeehouse.
Feb. 3: Christine Lavin & Cheryl

Wheeler.
Mar. 23: John Gorka.
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Don't miss the magic of 98 Degrees (from left, Nick Lachey, Justin Jeffre, Jeff Timmons,
and Drew Lachey) next Friday at the KISS 108FM Jingle Ball at the Avalon. Also perfonn-
ing are Vertical Horizon, Nine Days, Jon Secada, evan and jaron, and Samantha Mumba.
With special guest host Lenny Kravitz. Tickets must be won through KISS 108FM.
T.T. the ~r's Place. Boston Pops Conductor Keith Lock- Repertory Theatre (64 Brattle St.,
10 Brookline St., Cambridge, 617- hart as well as Associate Conduc- Cambridge 02138), presented by
492-BEAR tor Laureate Harry Ellis Dickson the A.R.T. and directed by Yuri Yere-

and guest conductors to be men. Robert Brustein has taken
announced. Tickets range from three of Chekhov's most popular
$72 to $19. Limited availability. comedies - The Proposal, The Bear,
For tickets and a complete sched- and The Wedding '"7 and linked them
ule call Symphony Charge at 888- with excerpts from the playwright's
266-1200 or visit <www.bso.org>. own love letters and scenes from

his life. You'll laugh in recognition at
the age-old rituals of love, courtship,
and marriage in this effervescent
flight of farces. Presented as part of
the Loeb Stage Season. Tickets
$59-$25. Call 617-547-8300 or visit
<http://www.amrep.org> for more
information or to reserve tickets.

Dec. 9: Chapter in Verse.

Jazz Music
Regattabar
Concertix: 876-7777
1 Bennett St., Cambridge 02138,
617-662-5000

Call for schedule.

SCullers Jazz Club '
DoubleTree Guest Suites, 400

Soldiers Field Rd., Boston, 617-
562-4111

Call for schedule.

Classical Music
Boston Symphony Orchestra
Tickets: 266-1492.
Performances at Symphony Hall.
For MIT Students: Tickets are
offered for Th. evening concerts
(8pm) and Fri. afternoon concerts
(1:30pm) and are available on the
day of the concert only at the SSO
Box Office at Symphony Hall (301
Mass. Ave. Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.).
Two tickets may be obtained with
two current valid MIT student lOs.
subject to availability. For updated
MIT student ticket availability, call
638-9478 after 10 a.m. on the day
of concert.

Dec. 7 at 8 p.m.: Corigliano: Sym-
phony No. 2 (world premiere; com-
missioned by the SSO); Rachmani·
nOff: Piano Concerto No.3. Seiji
Ozawa, conductor, Krystian limer-
man, piano. Pre-performance talk
given by Marc Mandel. Call for tick-
et prices.

HolIday Pops
Boston Pops concerts from Dec. 8
through Dec. 31 at 3 and 7:30
p.m. most days. Conducted by

Theater
SantaLand Diaries

Through Dec. 31 at the Copley The-
atre (225 Clarendon St. between
Boylston and Newbury St.) A hysteri-
cally funny broadside attack against
t/1at most cherished New York
extravaganza, Macy's SantaLand.
Seen through the eyes of one of
Santa's elves, it tells the jUicy
behind-the-scenes stories of what
Santa Land is really about - scream-
ing children, ferocious mothers, and
crazed Santas who probably spend
the rest of the year in mental wards.
$8 validated parking at Back Bay
Garage. Tickets $39. Thursday, Fri-
day @7:30PM, Saturday @9PM:
$44. Friday 12/1 @7:30PM, Mon-
day 12/4, Saturday 12/23 @2PM:
$39. Tuesday 12/5 @7PM (Opening
Night): $43.50For tickets call Tele-
Charge at 1-800-447-7400 or visit
<www.telecharge.com>. For sched-
ule and more information call 617-
7474468 or visit <www.santaland-
diaries. com>.

AntIgone

Through Jan. 9. At the American
Repertory Theatre (64 Brattle St.,
Cambridge 02138). presented by
the A.R.T. and directed by Francois
~ochaix. The classic Greek tragedy
IS presented as part of the Loeb
Stage Season. Tickets $59-$25.
Call 617-547-8300 or visit
<http://www.amrep.org> for more
information or to reserve tickets.

Chechhov: Three Farces and A
Funeral

Dec. 8-Jan. 14. At the American

Comedy Connection
Mon.-Wed. at 8 p.m.; Thurs. 8:30
p.m.; Fri. and Sat. 8 p.m., 10:15
p.m.; Sun. 7 p.m. The oldest come-
dy club in Boston showcases big-
name, national comedians on week-
ends and ul>-an<koming local talent
during the week. At 245 Quincy Mar-
ket Place, Faneuil Hall, Upper Rotun-
da, Boston. Admission $10-$8
(weekend prices vary). Call 248-
9700 for more information and a
complete schedule.

Blue Man Group
Charles Playhouse, 74 Warrenton
Street, Boston, indefinitely. Curtain
is at 8 p.m. on Wednesday and
Thursday, at 7 and 10 p.m. on Fri-
day and Saturday, and at 3 and 6
p.m. on Sunday. Tickets $35 to
$45. Call 426-6912 for tickets and
information on how to see the show
for free by ushering.

Shear Madness
Charles Playhouse Stage II, 74
Warrenton Street, Boston (426-
5225), indefinitely. Curtain is at 8
p.m. Tuesday through Friday, at
6:30 and 9:30 p.m. on Saturday,
and at 3 and 7:30 p.m. on Sun-
day. Tickets $30-34.

Exhibi~
Institute of Contemporary Art
955 Boylston St., Boston, 02115,

(617) 266-5152 (Hynes Con ention
Center T-stop). Features a wide vari-
ety of contemporary conceptual art
with shows Which emphasize artists
from outside the United States.
Admission $6 adults, $4 students
and seniors, free to children under
12 and members. Admission free
on Thursday evenings. Wheelchair
accessible.

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum
280 The Fenway, Boston. (566·
1401), Tues-Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Admission $10 ($11 on weekends),
$7 for seniors, $5 for students with
ID ($3 on Wed.), free for children
under 18. The museum, built in the
style of a 15th-century Venetian
palace, houses more than 2500 art
objects, with emphasis on Italian
Renaissance and 17th-century
Dutch works. Among the highlights
are works by Rembrandt, Botticelli,
Raphael, Titian, and Whistler. Guid-
ed tours given Fridays at 2:30 p.m.

Museum of Fine Arts
465 Huntington Ave., Boston. (267-
9300), Mon.-Tues., 10 a.m.--4:45
p.m.; Wed., 10 a.m.-9:45 p.m.;
Thurs.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5:45 p.m. West
Wing open ThurS.-Fri. until 9:45
p.m. Admission free with MIT ID,
otherwise $10, $8 for students and
seniors, children under 17 free; $2
after 5 p.m. Thurs.-Fri., free Wed.
after 4 p.m.
Mon.-Fri.: introductory walks
through all collections begin at
10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.; "Asian,
Egyptian, and Classical Walks"
begin at 11:30 a.m.; "American
Painting and Decorative Arts Walks·
begin at 12:30 p.m.; "European
Painting and Decorative Arts Walks·
begin at 2:30 p.m.; Introductory
tours are also offered Sat. at 11
a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
Permanen Gallery Installations:
"Late Gothic Gallery," featuring a
restored 15th-<:entury stained glass
window from Hampton Court, 14th-
and 15th-century stone, alabaster,
and polychrome wood sculptures
from France and the Netherlands;
"Mummy Mask Gallery," a newly
renovated Egyptian gallery, features
primitive masks dating from as far
back as 2500 B.C.; "European Dec-
orative Arts from 1950 to the Pre-
sent": "John Singer Sargent Stud-
ies for MFA and Boston Public
library Murals ."
Gallery lectures are free with muse-
um admission.

Museum of Science
Science Park, Boston. (723-2500),
Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.-9
p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 9 a.rn.-5 p.m.
Admission free with MIT 10, other-
wise $9, $7 for children 3-14 and
seniors.
The Museum features the theater of
electricity (with indoor thunder-and-
lightning shows daily) and more than
600 hands-on exhibits. Ongoing:
"Discovery Center"; " Investigate I A
See-For-Yourself Exhibit"; "Science
in the Park: Playing with Forces and
Motion"; "Seeing Is Deceiving."
Ongoing: "Friday ight Stargazing,"
Fri., 8:30 p.m.; "Welcome to the
Universe," daily; "Quest for Contact:
Are We Alone?" daily. Admission to
Omni, laser, and planetarium shows
is $7.50, $5.50 for children and
seniors.

Other Events
Handel's Messiah
Dec. 15 and 16 at 8 p.m. Presented
by the Boston Baroque, Martin Pearl-
man, Music Director; Soloists:
Sharon Baker, soprano; Margaret Lat-
timore, mezzo-soprano; Mark Tucker,
tenor; Dean Ely, bass-baritone. At the
New England Conservatory's Jordan
Hall (30 Gainsborough Street,
Boston). Tickets $51-$19. For more
information call 617484-9200 or
visit <www.bostonbaroque.org>.

The Nutcracher
Through Dec. 31, 2000. Wed.-Sat.
7:30 p.m., Sat. 2 p.m.; Sun. 1 p.m ..,
5:30 p.m. At the Wang Center for the

The Magnetic Relds

Dec. 8 at 7 p.m. Acclaimed singer/songwriter Stephin
Merritt and Company will be performing all of the tracks
from his magnum opus 69 Love Songs over a two-night
span at the Somerville Theater (55 Davis Square,
Somerville, 02144). Tickets are $20-$38 and are avail-
able through Ticketmaster (617-931-2000). For more
information, call the Somerville Theater at 617-625-5700.

Performing Arts, 270 Tremont sr..
Boston, MA 02116. 617-482-9393.
Boston Balle's utcracker features
choreography by Anna-Marie Holmes,
Daniel Pelzig Bruce Marks, and Syd-
ney Leonard including new sections
of choreography by Daniel Pelzig as
well as the usual lavish scenery, spe-
cial effects, and costumes. Filled with
the wonder and magic of the holi-
days, The utcracker follows a young
girt named Clara on her dream adven-
ture to the music of Tchaikovsky.
Tickets $62-$12. Call Telecharge
800-447-7400 for reservations. For
additional information visit
<http://www.boston.comjbostonbal-
let>.

Of Battle and Beauty
Through Dec. 17: Photographs of
China by Felice Beato. At the Boston
University Art Gallery. Gallery Hours:
Tues ..fri. 10 a.m.·5 p.m.; Sat. and
Sun. 1-5 p.m. Exhibition is free and
open to the public.

Dangerous Curves: Art of the Gutta,
Through Feb. 25, 2001: The first
comprehensive museum exhibition
to focus on the guitar as an objet
d'art. Audio guide narrated by James
Taylor. The exhibit covers four cen-
turies and features more than 130
instruments from museums and pri-
vate collections around the world.
Highlights include a 17th-century gui-
tar created by famous violin maker,
Antonio Stradivari, and guitars
owned by celebrities such as Prince,
and Jimi Hendrix's 1967 Gibson Ry-
ing V. Tickets: complimentary to MFA
members (Number of tickets depen-
dent on level of membership). Adults
$16 on weekdays, $18 on week-
ends. Students/Senior citizens
$14/$16. Children 6-17 $6 for both
weekdays and weekends. Children
<=5 free. Adult group visits are avail-
able. Visit <www.mte.org> or call
617-369-3368 for more information.

New Films from the European Union
Through Dec. 9. At the Harvard Film
Archive (located at the lower level of
the Carpenter Center for the Visual
Arts, 24 Quincy St. Cambridge, MA).
Often combining political commit-
ments with sly reflexive humor the
new generation of filmmakers which
have emerged across Western
Europe have created works of strik-
ing originality. The series includes
films from Italy, Belgium, Iceland,
Great Britain, France, Greece, Ger-
many, Spain, and Norway. Present-
ed in conjunction with a one day
conference "European Cinema and
Globalization: Cultural and Commer-
cial Chaftenges" held on December
4th at the Center of European Stud-
ies, Harvard University. Tickets $7
General, $5 Students and Sr. Citi-
zens. For more information and a
complete schedule, call the Harvard
Film Arch; e at 617-495-4700 or
visit <www.harvardfilmarchive.org>.

The Christmas Revels
At the Sanders Theatre (45 Quincy
St., Cambridge). Dec 15-17, 20-23,
28-30. Staged by Revels artistic
director Patrick Swanson with music
direction by George Emlen, the 30th
Anniversary production of The Christ-
mas Revels is filled with rousing
Gospel music and soulful Spirituals,
Appalachian fiddling and clogging,
Shape-Note hymns and Shaker
tunes, a breathtaking sword dance
and a Mountain Mummers' Play.
And, as in every Revels production,
audience participation is encour-
aged. Tickets are $36, $26, and
$18 for adults, $30, $20 and $12
for children <12. For tickets reserva-
tions, availability, show times, and
other information call 617-496-2222
or visit <www.revefs.org>.

Rim Festivals
At the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston,
02115. For tickets and more infor-
mation, call 369-3770. Tickets for
each showing are $7, $6 MFA mem-
bers, seniors, students, unless oth-
erwise noted.

Boston Festival of Rims from Iran
Through Dec. 16. Check website for
full schedule.

One More Day
Dec. 8 at 6 p.m., Dec. 16 at 3:45
p.m. (1999, 75 min., Dir. by Babak
Payami.) An illicit relationship and
the antidote to loneliness both blos-
som on a Tehran bus stop bench in
One More Day. Each day, a man and
a woman wait at the same stop, trav-
el the same route, and discover their
growing dependence on each other
in a culture that condemns interac-
tion between the sexes. Payami pre-
sents a touching story of two people
struggling against urban anonymity
and personal heartache to forge a
redemptive connection with each
other. In Farsi with English subtitles.

It's a Wonderful Ute
Dec. 22-Dec. 24 at 4:45, 7:15, 9:45
p.m. (Sat. and Sun. matinees at
2:15 p.m.) At the Brattle Theatre (40
Brattle St, Cambridge, 02138. By T:
Take the Red line to Harvard Sq.)
(1946, dir. by Frank Capra with
Jimmy Stewart, Donna Reed, et. al.)
The beloved holiday classic concem-
ing a small-town businessman facing
financial ruin who wishes he'd never
been born. Tickets: $7 adults, $4
seniors and children, $6 all weekday
shows before 5 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call 617-876-6837 or visit
<www.beaconcinema.comjbrattlej>
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ACROSS
1 "Coming of Age

in_"
6 Sets of cards

11 E-mail period
14 Warning signal
15 Exclusively
16 Ready when you

_1
17 Yellow-breasted

songbird
19 Styron's Turner
20 Tool for many

nuts
22 Move stealthily
25 Fred's dancing

sister
26 Loafed (about)
27 Disseminator
31 Neighbor of

Vietnam
32 Gallinule
33 Psychic's letters
34 Excess
35 Pi follower
38 Very beginnings

39 Pride signal
40 Judges
43 Denoted
44 Path
45 Dogs
46 Narrow-

mindedness
51 Roadhouse
52 Audio IDs
56 "Malcolm X"

director
57 German industrial

city
58 Lucy's landlady
59 Annex
60 Minimum
61 Put off

DOWN
1 Dolt
2 Clay, today
3 Checkers, e.g.
4 Electra's brother
5 "The Handmaid's

Tale" author

6 Nighttime
7 River of Hamburg
8 Gun maker
9 Recognized

10 Creates a jagged
edge

11 Actress Blythe
12 Novel by 50,

"Lady_"
13 Restraining rope
18 Sleeve card
21 Adam's garden
22 Mosaic piece
23 Lupino and

Tarbell
24 Drop heavily
27 Painful spots
28 Thicket
29 Where van Gogh

painted like mad I

30 Like so
32 Oscar-winner of

1936

34 Elevation
standard

35 Horse color
36 Dock worker
37 Meal scraps
38 Show teeth
39 Get back

together
40 Huns' leader
41 Lopped off

branches
42 Reviewed

harshly
43 Buoyed up?
45 Part of a pelvis
47 Misplace
48 Passport

endorsement
49 Clinches
50 Mailed
53 Org. of Flames
54 Drink for two?
55 Stallone I casually

Solution, page 13

MIT-""~>Of.. -.. FACt nE

Fun With
(lip Art
Aaron Isaksen

"You got it, Jennifer! MIT is VERYsupportive
of family planning. I personally suggest

either mutual masturbation with vibrating
latex dildos or foot-fetish bondage

accompanied by hardcore anal sex."

CAMPUS CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
LIFE SAFETY
Installation has begun in Amherst Alley on a fire protection water pipe
from Baker House to Burton Connor. Work will continue for several weeks
and will disrupt daytime vehicular traffic. Excavation of a trench will cause
noise, vibration and some dust.
UTILITIES UPGRADE: Albany Street Garage: As part of the utility
expansion, the walkway between buildings 42 and 44 at the railroad
crossing connecting Vassar Street to the Albany Garage will be closed to
pedestrian traffic through early January.
FIREHOUSE INN: Construction continues on the firehouse on Main Street
and of a new 7 story steel frame structure. Contact: Suffolk Construction,
Inc. Co, John Laquale, Project Manager, at (617) 517-5234 or e-mail:
jlaquale@scci-bos.com. Project completion: Spring 2002.
MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE
Excavation of a fire protection main will close part of the sidewalk in front
of Building 9 and affect the service road at W20. Work will take place in
the evenings and on weekends.
NW30 (GRADUATE RESIDENCE) ,
Pile installation durinq the next few weeks will cause noise disruption to
the surrounding area. Project completion: August 2001.
SIMMONS HALL
Excavation of soil continues causing dust and noise to the surrounding
area. Trucks removinq the material may impact traffic along Vassar
Street. Project completion: August 2002.
STATA CENTER
Drilling of holes for tiebacks continues for the next few weeks and will
cause noise and vibration. Project completion: Fall 2003.

This infonnationprovided by the MIT Department of Facilities:
web.mit.edulfacititieslwww/constructionl
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TechCalendar

Dilbert" by Scott Adams
JURY 5ELECTIO

JUROR EIG T, DO YOU
HAVE A Y MEDICAL
PROBLEM5 THAT WOULD

PREVE T
YOU FROM
SERVING?

JURY SELECTION

YOUR HONOR, IT IS
AGAINST MY RELIGION
TO JUDGE OTHERS.
ONLY GOD MAY JUDGE.

YOU'RE
EXCUSED.

TechCalendar appears in each issue of The Tech and features events for members of the MIT community. The
Tech makes no guarantees as to the accuracy of this information, and The Tech shall not be held liable for any loss-
es, including, but not limited to, damages resulting from attendance of an event.
Contact information for all events is available from the TechCalendar web page.

Visit and add events to TechCalendar online at http://tecb-ca1eadar,mjt,edu
Friday, December 8 vey, trumpet soloist; Mingus' Duke Ellington's Sound of Love, Ecclusiastics' Moanin'; Souriau's

Dersu Uzala; Ronell/Brookmeyer's Willow Weep for Me; World Premiere of a jazz work composed
and conducted by Mark Harvey. $2. Room: Kresge Auditorium. Sponsor: Festival Jazz Ensemble.
8:00 p.m. 00 a.m. - Winter Semi-Formal Dance. Room: Morss Hall, Walker Memorial. Sponsor:
Ballroom Dance Club.

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. - Web at MIT Quick Start. Learn how to explore the Web using
Netscape, and get an introduction to the Web at MIT. free. Room: 42 Demo Center. Sponsor:
Information Systems.
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. - AI-Anon Open Discussion: AI-Anon Meeting. free. Room: E25-101.
Sponsor: MIT Medical.
1:10 p.rn. - 2:10 p.m. - Physical Oceanography Sack Lunch Seminar. Probabilistic state estima-
tion. free. Room: 54-915. Sponsor: Physical Oceanography.
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. - "Shape and Structure, from Engineering to Nature". free. Room: Rm. 3-
133, refreshments following in 1-114. Sponsor: ME Seminar Series.
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Plasma Science and Fusion Center Seminar Series: Hyperflne-scale Tur-
bulence and Electron Heat Transport. free. Room: NW17-218. Sponsor: Plasma Science and
Fusion Center.
4:00 p.m. - MIT's Annual Messiah Sing. William Cutter, conductor with professional musicians
and section leaders, including soprano Lynn Torgove. Scores provided. Refreshments served.
free. Room: T enty Chimneys (Stratton Student Ctr). Sponsor: Lutheran-Episcopal Ministry.
4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. - Monotone graph properties. Refreshments will be served at 3:30 PM in
Room 2-349. free. Room: Room 2-338. Sponsor: Combinatorics Seminar. Department of Mathe-
matics.
5:00 p.m. - Men's & Women's Swimming vs. Wheaton College. free. Room: Alumni Pool. Spon-
sor: Department of Athletics.
5:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. - MITSFS weekly 'meetings.' While these are, technically, meetings, it is
nigh-forbidden to conduct Real Business at them, as they're really social events. Imaginary Busi-
ness, however, is allowed. Usually a dinner trip follows. free. Room: MITSFS Library, W20-473.
Sponsor: Science Rction Society, MIT.
7:00 p.m. - Wavelength. (1966-67, 16mm film, 45 minutes) by Michael Snow, Global Conceptu-
alism exhibition artist. Film presented in conjunction with Global Conceptualism: Points of Origin,
1950s-1980s at the List Visual Arts Center Oct 24-Dec 31. $3, free to students and MIT affili-
ates. Room: Bartos Theater. Sponsor: List Visual Arts Center.
7:30 p.m. - LSC Classics Presents Bonnie and Clyde. Warren Beatty, Fay Dunaway, Gene Hack-
man. They're young ... they're in love ... they kill people. A bored small-town girl and a small-time
bank robber leave in their wake a string of violent robberies and newspaper headlines that catch
the imagination of the Depression-struck Midwest in this take on the legendary crime spree of
these archetypal lovers on the run. $2.50. Room: MIT Room 10-250. Sponsor: LSC.
7:30 p.m. - Women's Ice Hockeyvs. Buffalo State College. free. Room: Johnson Rink. Sponsor:
Department of Athletics.
8:00 p.m. - Cloud ine. Caryl Churchill's exploration of sexual politics examinging the changing
ideas of women's sexuality in the Victorian and Post-Modem periods. $10, $8 students, MIT
community & srs, $6 MIT/Wellesley students. Room: Kresge Little Theater. Sponsor: MIT Com-
munity Players.
8:00 p.m. - 12:00 p.m. - JAZZ NIGHT. Enjoy a night of good music, good food while socializing
with your classmates and schmoozing with company recruiters!. free. Sponsor: Sloan Undergrad-
uate Management Association.
8:30 p.m. - MIT Symphony Orchestra. Dante Anzolini, music director. Stravinsky's Petrouchka
(1911) and other works. $2. Room: Kresge Auditorium. Sponsor: MIT Symphony Orchestra.

Saturday, December 9

2:00 p.m. - Max Wasserman Forum on Contemporary Art: Max Wasserman Forum on Contem-
porary Art: Stopping Time: Performance and the Archive. Moderated discussion on contempo-
rary performance-based art featuring internationally acclaimed artists Allan Kaprow, Paul
McCarthy and Vanessa Beecroft; moderated by Judith Rodenbeck, Art History Department,
Columbia University. free. Room: Rm 10-250. Sponsor: List Visual Arts Center, Council for the

rts at MIT.
2:00 p.m. - Men's Ice Hockey vs ..University of New Hampshire. free. Room: Johnson Rink.
Sponsor: Department of Athletics.
8:00 p.m. - Cloud Nine. Caryl Churchill's exploration of sexual politics examinging the changing
ideas of women's sexuality in the Victorian and Post-Modern periods. $10, $8 students, MIT
community & srs, $6 IT/Wellesley students. Room: Kresge Little Theater. Sponsor: MIT Com-
munity Players.
8:00 p.m. - Festival Jazz Ensemble. Fred Harris, music director. Special Guest artist, composer
and trumpeter, ark Harvey, MIT Lecturer in Music. Ellington's The Shepherd, featuring Mark Har-

Sunday, December 10

1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.rn. - Ballroom Dance Workshops: Ballroom Dance Workshop. Smooth Tech-
nique 1-2pm; Intermediate Lindy Hop 2-3:30pm; Social dancing 3:30-4:30pm; Latin Technique
4:30-5:30pm. Beg. $1/$2, Int.$2/$3, Adv.$3/$5. Social dance: free. Room: Sala de Puerto
Rico. Sponsor: Ballroom Dance Club.
5:00 p.m. - MIT Chamber Music Society. Mozart's Clarinet Quintet in A, KV 581 performed by
Vivian Cheung '02, violin; Stefan Hurwitz '01, cello; Eliza-Beth Lerch '02, viola; Christina Park
'02, violin; Colette Wiseman '02, clarinet (Marcus Thompson, coach). Glasunov's Quartet for four
saxophones performed by Jordan wosnick (G), soprano saxophone; Nicholas Eriksson '01, alto
saxophone; Ed Huang '02, tenor saxophone; Maggie Stringfellow '03, baritone saxophone (Jean
Rife, coach). Haydn's Achieved is the Glorious Work from The Creation; Brian E. Lynn's Be-Dee-
Doo-Dup; Debussy's Trois Chansons; Reinhold Gliere's Russian Sailor's Dance performed by
Dave Allmon '01, Chris Barnett '01, Patricio Cruz '03, Ben Ingram '02, Jonathan Kennell '02,
trombones. free. Room: Killian Hall. Sponsor: Music and Theater Arts.
7:00 p.m. - MIT Chamber Music Society. Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach's Sonata in C Minor uSan-
guineus and Melancholicus" performed by Sandra Chow '03, flute; Ida Wahlquist-Ortiz '04, violin;
Matthew Wright G, harpsichord (Jean Rife, coach). Charles Martin Loeffler's Two Rhapsodies for
Oboe, Viola, and Piano performed by Jessica Yeh '01, oboe; Juliet Gopinath (G), viola; Tomoko
Inui (Research Staff), piano (Jean Rife, coach). Jacques Ibert's Deux Interludes and Bohuslav
Martinu's Promenades performed by Catie Chang '04, flute; Zhelinrentice Scott '00, violin; Jere-
my Baskin '04, piano (Jean Rife, coach). free. Room: Killian Hall. Sponsor: Music and Theater
Arts.

Monday, December 11

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. - Dreamweaver Quick Start. Dreamweaver 3 .0 is a powerful tool for cre-
ating and managing complex web sites. This Quick Start introduces users to the Dreamweaver
interface and give a brief overview of web publishing practices at MIT. free. Sponsor: Information
Systems.
2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Blood Drive. Help the American Red Cross save lives by donating blood.
free. Sponsor: American Red Cross Team and Network, Blood Drives.
3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Biology and Computer Science in the 21st Century: The New Synthe-
sis. LCS Special Lecture: Biology and Computer Science in the 21st Century: The New Synthesis
"Dr. Eric Lander, Director of the Whitehead/ MIT Center for Genome Research. free. Room: 34-
101, 50 Vassar Street. Sponsor: Laboratory for Computer Science.
3:30 p.m. - "On conformally compact Einstein manifolds.". free. Room: Room 2-146. Sponsor:
Differential Geometry Seminar. M.I.T. Department of Mathematics.
5:00 p.m. - MIT Chamber Music Society. Saint-Salns' Piano Trio NO.2 in E Minor, Op. 92 per-
formed by Andrew Wong '04, violin; Darius Torchinsky (G), cello; Ivan Middleton '01, piano (David
Deveau, coach). Robert Schumann's Piano Quartet Op. 47 in Eb performed by Rachel Levinson,
'01, violin; Jason Parris, '02, viola; Kevin McGerty, (G), cello; Daniel Biss, (G), piano (Marcus
Thompson, coach). Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy's Quartet NO.1 Op.12 performed by Samuel
Chang '03, violin; Jessica L Wargo '04, Violin; Andrew P McPhearson '04, viola; Eric C Tak '03,
cello (Marcus Thompson, coach). free. Room: Killian Hall. Sponsor: Music and Theater Arts.
5:00 p.m. - Being LBGT and Working at MIT. We are looking to start an ongoing discussion
group to help explore issues of concern to LBGT staff and faculty. We invite you to join one, or
both, of our initial conversations. free. Room: 376 Medical Building. Sponsor: LBGT Issues
Group. Mental Health Services at MIT.
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. - Hungarian Movie Nights. Presszo by Tamas Sas (1998). free. Room: 4-
237. Sponsor: Hungarian Student Association of MIT.
7:00 p.m. - MIT Chamber Music Society. Schubert's Quartet in a minor, Op. 29 performed by
Caroline Lee '02, violin; Leela Ramnath '02, violin; Alexandra Telecky '04, viola; Leslie Lai '03,
cello (Marcus Thompson, coach). Dvorak's String Quartet in C major, Op. 61 performed by Aman-
da Wang '03, violin; Che King Leo '01, violin' Michele Auer (G), viola; Marjorie Fitzpatrick '04,
cello (Mvts 1 .& 4); Benjamin Ross '03, cello (Mvts 2 & 3) (Marcus Thompson, coach). free.
Room: Killian Hall. Sponsor: Music and Theater Arts.

..
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Crossword Solution

,
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MIT's
•premier

T-shirt
supplier

Call Mike at
(617) 868-8881

or e-mail
«mshirtooaol.com»

We accept
digital artwork.

The Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
offers funded freshman UROPs

for
Spring 2001

See the Course One homepage
(web.mit.edu/civenv/htm1lacademic_programs/

undergrad/urop _opportunities.html)
on the web for a list ofUROP projects.

Or

see Cynthia Stewart in the
Academic Programs Office Room 1-281.

If you don't find a project you like propose your own.

Funding is available
for a significant number of freshman UROPs,

. frrst come, frrst served.
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Ellen Zweig, Artist in Residence at MIT

http://xenia.media.mit.edu/luc~
Site is OT active until 12:01am Dec. 11. Site ends on Dec. I5!

Th
Read about Lucy Anna Morel, a fictional

character who lived in the year 1900!
An accident turned her into electricity!

- Help her write her story e

- Every day, the web pages will be different-

- Read her private thoughts inher journal»

-Talk to Lucy live in the Chat Room-

-Visit the live webcam for surprising electrical events-

* * * * * *
What will happen to Lucy by Friday, December 15th?

Visit htlp:llxenia.me.dia.mit.eduflucy and find out!

SWE BIBLE DRIVE

WIN A FREE PALM PILOT OR CASH BY
DONATING YOUR CLASS BIBLES!!

The MIT Society of Women Engineers presents the first annual

WHEN: NOWthruJAN.15

HOW: (A) Donate your bible(s) to SWE permanently and be entered in a raffle for a FREE PALM PILOT. One raffle ticket per bible.
(B) Lend your bible(s) to SWE and be entered in a raffle for $50 CASH. All bible will be photocopied and returned by the

beginning of spring term. One raffle ticket per bible.

WHERE: Drop off bibles at BURTON CONNER for Elizabeth Kim or at EAST CAMPUS for Judy Chen.

SPECIFICS: (1) Label each bible with the course number, year of bible your name re idence, email addre and whether you are
lending your bible or donating it permanently.

(2) Before dropping off bibles, email swebibledrive@yahoo.com with the above info and drop-off location.

* All bibles will be checked for quality. Bibles must have 90%
of all problem sets, exams, solutions, notes and handouts

QUESTIONS? Email adreyer@mit.edu or amayz@mit.edu

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
http://web.mit.edu/swe/www/bibledrive.html
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MAX PLANCK-THE TECH

Benjamin Brown '03 (right), gives Jack Gregg (center), director of the Neighborhood Association of
the Back Bay, and Larry Benedict (center right), Dean for Student ute, a historical tour of Chi, Phi.

~

Interested in
writing for The
Tech's sports

~ department?

~. <sports@the-tech.mlt.edll>
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A survey on cost of living was prepared
by the Housing and Community Affairs
Committee and handed out to all meeting
attendees. The data from this survey will be
used by the GSC while lobbying for stipend
increases and rent freezes.

Assistant Dean for Student Life Programs
Katie O'Dair spoke about the GRT and ILG
RA program. All graduate students (interna-
tional students with assistantship are exclud-
ed) are welcome to apply for the GRT and
Independent Living group RA positions.
These graduate students will receive a token
stipend and free housing. Please e-mail Katie
O'Dair (kodair@mit.edu) with questions.

A representative from the MIT Federal
Credit Union gave a presentation about
banking options for graduate students with
the Credit Union.

A resolution was passed offering condo-
lences to President Vest's family on the
death of Rebecca Vest's father.

GSC Meeting Minutes

$AMUDRA VIJAY-TlfE TECH

A representative of the MIT Federal Credit UnIon talks to Graduate Student Council Vice President Ryan Kershner (middle)
and GSC ~ SouIaymane Kachani about ATMs on campus.

are encouraged to use their $250 per rep Administrator.
and per' term to organize socials within A project is underway to establish teach-
their departments and living groups. The ing standards for courses so as to enable a

....spending for IAP will be counted as part of better choice for students. A survey compar-
Fall term, so. representatives can plan for ing the working hours of graduate students
lAP using their budget for Fall 2000 as has been prepared by Ronak Bhatt
wen. The survey gauges to see if there is dis-

Jhe asc has sponsored the Institute parity between among the student communi-
Fonunalong with the UA and the Dean for ty at large. All graduate students are encour-

aged to take part in this survey. The link to it
is available from the ARC committee page
in the GSC web site.

Housing &: Community Affairs Commit-
tee: Cost of living survey will be used for
the report to the administration about student
life and stipends. The RCA is currently
working on adding new safe ride routes for
graduate students.

On-campus housing: The housing lottery
has been revised to"adjust sdme of the dead-
lines. The Mental Health Task Force is try-
ing to understand the mental health con-
cerns of students on campus. The Task
Force has 7 students: 3 GSe reps, 3 UA

reps and 1 GRT.
Construction projects on campus: Sid-

ney-Pacific dorm is stymied by the commu-
nity's opposition on various grounds. Gradu-
ate students support the administration in its
attempt to erect this dormitory soon. NW30
will provide 130 beds for graduate students
by Fall 2001 This would be available for
only 9 months during the year.

Publications & Publicity Committee:
aSN for December is in print and should be
out soon. GSN will be online beginning this
issue.

Activities Committee: Athletics depart-
ment is having a strategic planning meeting
and graduate student input is welcome in it.
Interested people could contact the activities
committee chairs at gsc-ac-chair@mit.edu.

A planning group is being formed to
suggest improvements at the Student Cen-
ter, Walker memorial etc. A trip to the
Boston Bruins game organized by the
Activitie committee was well attended and
was a success.

This space donated by The Tech
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Benjamin Barnes, Chainnan of the Cambridge License Commission,
addresses concerns from MIT living groups in a forum Tuesday
meant to improve relations between the CLC and students.

Students Say Forum
Bettered Relations

communication though, and maybe
something will come of it in the
future," he said.

"I think the meeting was produc-
tive in that a lot of goals came across
in terms of what both sides' con-
cerns were," said Aaron D. Milstein
'03, also of Theta Delta Chi. "Hope-
fully with more meetings and more
exposure to the situation, we'll be
able to develop more of a two-way
relationship with the CLC," he said.

CLC, from Page 1

Barnes responded by urging stu-
dents to look at the CLC's reaction
to past incidents. "We have not
taken away a license from any orga-
nizations at MIT," he said.

Daniel Chak '02 of Theta Delta
Chi felt that the meeting served
more to increase communication
than to establish new policies. "It is
good that we opened up the lines of

OF TERME
ED HOURS!EX E MIT Urged to Reveal

Plan for ConstructionCOPYTECH Ave. and Vassar St.
Many people believe that MIT

should convert this facility to hous-
ing when the lease on it expires.

Lee Farris, a member of the
Greater Boston Interfaith Organiza-
tion, believes that MIT should work
to create mixed housing which is
affordable to both students and
community members.

Town-Gown, from Page 1

those projects which are under
construction or will soon begin.
Curry responded by saying that
MIT does necessari ly not know
what it is going to build next, as
"where development is going
depends on interest within and out-
side of the Institute. It wouldn't
come out of a corporate prioritiz-
.ing," he said.

Curry used the upcoming neuro-
science building as an example, say-
ing that recent interest in cognitive
science and biology has led to the
conception of a new facility.

11-004

Dec. 11 8am - 11pm
Dec. 28am·-11pm

nday
T esday Meeting renews old tradition

Planning Board Vice-Chair
Thomas Armiger said that the annu-
al town-gown reports began in
1991, following a recommendation
by a committee formed by the
mayor. In recent years, however, the
Board has not requested these pre-
sentations from Cambridge's uni-
versities.

Harvard University will meet
with the Board on December lZth.,
and Lesley College wilJ meet with
the Board in January.

2 CE T COpy DAY.
Tuesday Dec.12

11-004 8am -11pm
52-045 8am - 6pm
20 10am-11pm

Copy Tech Expres

Housing shortage emphasized
Another important issue con-

cerned the need for more housing in
Cambridge. Cambridge residents
paid particular attention to the fate of
the MIT -owned Metropolitan Stor-
age Warehouse on Massachusetts

It's a connected world.
Do your share.

CopyTech Express weekend hours
December 9th & 1 th/open oon to 8pm!

For 30 ways to help the environment, write Earth Share,
3400 International Drive ~~ Suite 2K (AD4),
Washington, DC 200J8.[ COPYTECH COPYTECH COPYTECH J Earth Share

This space donated by The Tech
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FSILG Advisors Could Boycott Meeting
IFC, from Page 1

BLB through the office change.'
Pheiffer al 0 hope to set up an

agreement whereby MIT can con-
duct it own investigations into
alcohol-related incidents and ubmit
reports to the CLC, who would then
decide whether or not to hold hear-
ings.

,It would save us time it would
ave them time and it would save

everybody grief," Pheiffer said.
Although elections proceeded

smoothly, FSILG members protested
the placement of stronger Resident
Advisors in fraternities, sorotities,
and independent living groups.

A meeting has been scheduled
for January between members of the
MIT administration and the resident
advisors of all FSILGs. The purpose
of this meeting will be to concretely
define the new role of the RA.

Daniel Chak '02 urged IFC
members to take action by having
their RAs boycott the upcoming
meeting. While MIT made resident
advisors mandatory for FSILGs in
summer 1998, their role has never
been formally defined.

In addition, an RA is required
only if an FSILG wishes to house
freshmen. It is unclear what this will
mean in fall 2002, when all fresh-
men will be housed on campus.
Chak said that the upcoming RA

20011FC Officers
OffIcer Position Residence

Rory Pheiffer
Bryan SChmid
Thomas Fisher
Andrew Yue
Isaac Dinner
Christine Ortiz
Dan Yoo
Dave Nguyen
David Lobosco
Yolanda Fan

President
Vice President
Judicial Committee Chairman
Risk Manager
Treasurer
External Relations Committee Chairman
Community Service Committee Chairman
Inter-FSILG Relations Committee Chairman
New Member Programs
Secretary

Zeta Psi
Delta Tau Delta
Phi Kappa Sigma
Kappa Sigma
Beta Theta Pi
Alpha Phi
Phi Delta Theta
Phi Sigma Kappa
Theta Chi
Alpha Chi Omega

independence is a fallacy. We are
together whether we like it or not.'

While some tudents agreed with
Chak ' complaint, Pheiffer
believes that students will be able to
communicate with such new admin-
i trators a Dean for tudent Life
Larry G. Benedict.

"During the pa t twel e weeks
that Larry Benedict has been here
he s made extreme efforts to repair
the lack of trust that ha existed
between the administration and stu-
dents. I think that stopping the RA
meeting would be a step back in
our effort to rebuild this trust,'
Pheiffer said.

meeting is just another step in
MIT's plan to strip FSILGs of their
independence.

Chak said that this meeting was
timed by the administration to cir-
cumvent a student response. If
FSILG RAs fail to attend the upcom-
ing meeting, RAs won't have a role
and the position will cease to exist.

However, Brosnan feels that
FSILGs should send their RAs to
the upcoming meeting. "I personally
agree that if we have RAs we
should send them to this meeting,"
he said. "Many feel lost because
they don't know what their job
function is."

While he agree that MIT has
infringed upon the right of F IL-
Gs Pheiffer suggests that Chak and
other who feel trongly about the
issue should talk to the administra-
tion instead of boycotting the meet-
ing. Pheiffer also said that a boy-
cott on the RA meeting may put
FSILGs whose national organiza-
tion requires an RA in a difficult
position.

If the IFC staged such a boycott,
MIT would proceed without it, said
Director of Project Development
Stephen D. Immerman. If the meet-
ing leads to eliminating the RAs,
"so be it," he said, "but this issue of

The Sloan Subject Prioritization System
Bidding Dates for Spring, 2001 Classes
•• """ ~...,.. T <':"""''':- ..

I__h_tt.-...p ......: I_I s_IO_a_"_b_id_.m_i_t._ed_u __ 1

Leave password field blank, create new password under
'Personal Information'

Institute-wide bidding for Sloan courses:
Opens 12:00 p.m., Monday, December 11
Closes 5:00 p.m., Friday, December 15

Waitlist-Only Round for closed classes:
Opens 12:00 p.m., Wednesday, December 20
Closes 5:00 p.m., Monday, February 5

Waitlists for Closed Sloan Classes are part of the Course Bidding
System, beginning in Round II.

Successful bids appear on your Registration Form on
February 5and will be posted on the bidding website as
of December 20 -- write down your password to check
results!

--..•tD
Q.
C
V
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MITCP's Cloud 9:Sex and Stereotypes on Stage

JAMES CAMP-THE TECH

The MIT Community Players present Cloud 9, a no-holds-barred look at sex and stereotypes, this Fri-
day and Saturday at 8 p.m. in Kresge Little Theater.

(left) Edward (Becky Landsberg G) flirts with African explorer Harry (Bob Mussett)

(above) Govemess Ellen (Jaqueline Kirtley, left) spontaneously kisses the lady of the house, Betty
(John Hume).

MIT UNDERGRADUATES
***

SPRING 2001
CROSS REGISTRATION

at the Massachusetts
College of Art &

the School of the
Museum of Fine Arts

This exchange program
provides up to 10 MIT
undergraduates per
semester the opportunity to
enroll in selected courses
at each of these nationally-
recognized institutions for
MIT credit. All courses are
pass/D/fail.

Application Deadline:
DECEMBER 13, 2000

Applications are available at the
Student Services Center (11-120),

Architecture HQ (7-337) or
Visual Arts Program (N51-315b)

Please call the Visual Arts Program
at 253-5229 or email slb@mit.edu

Cristina Estrada '01
(33) creeps in under
the basket to make a
shot during the
women's basketball
game on Tuesday. The
Engineers defeated
the Simmons College
Sharks 77-25. This
latest win brings the
Engineer's record to
5-2.


