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Committee Plans to Revamp
Institute Writing Requirement

G OR CSANYI-THE TECH

President Charles M. Vest and Director of the News Office
Kenneth D. Campbell speak at the Knight Science
Fellowship reception.

By Venkatesh Satlsh
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

The Committee on the Writing
Requirement will soon present to
students a preliminary proposal to
eliminate the current Phase I and
Phase II requirement and replace it
with a system that will place greater
emphasis on communication skills
in the undergraduate curriculum.

The proposal would require stu-
dents to take a "communication-
intensive" class each of their four
years at the Institute, said Kip V.
Hodges PhD '82, chair of the
Committee on the Writing
Requirement.

"This initiative to change the

writing requirement is motivated by
our belief that MIT at the present
time does not give our students the
writing and speaking skills neces-
sary for professional success," said
Professor of Science and Writing
Alan P. Lightman, a member of the
Committee on the Writing
Requirement.

The details of the proposal,
which was endorsed by the
Committee on the Undergraduate
Program in May, will be finalized
after students give their input to the
plan this fall, Lightman said.

The finalized plan would then
require approval from the faculty to
take ~ffect, Lightman said.

It would take approximately
seven years to completely change
the current system, so current stu-
dents would not be affected by the
proposal, Lightman said.

This lag time is mainly due to
the sheer number of classes that
need to be added to the curriculum,
the care needed to create special
departmental classes, and the time
necessary to hire new instructors
whose ole job would be to help stu-
dents improve their writing, he said.

Students would take yearly classes
"The culture at MlT is such that
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By Stacey E. Blau
EDITOR IN CHIEF

The search for a replacement for
Dean of Undergraduate Academic
Affairs Travis R. Merritt is under-
way, with a recent set of student
forums providing the groundwork
for the selection process.

Merritt will be retiring as of Oct.
1, although he will continue to be
involved in some UAA activities.

The meetings centered primarily
on students' ideas of the roles of the
U AA office, although they also
were intended as a way for students
to voice suggestions on specific can-
didates for Merritt's replacement,
said Dean for Undergraduate
Education Rosalind H. WiJliams.

Most students did not make sug-
gestions for specific candidates but
instead talked about the qualities the
future dean should have, said Merritt,
who attended one of the meetings.

Williams said that the new dean
should be in place by the start of
next term. She currently has a list of
about a dozen people under consid-
eration for the position and is
specifically "looking for a faculty
member" to fill the post, she said,
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Forums focus on student concerns
Many of the meetings focused on

concerns students have about UAA
and the areas under its purview.

Williams said that students dis-
cussed issues ranging from confu-
sion over the mailing freshmen
receive the summer before they
come to MIT to the overall under-
graduate academic advising system.

Students also commented on aca-
demic orientation during Residence
and Orientation Week, the problems
freshmen experience finding jobs in
the Undergraduate Research
Opportunities Program, and the lack
of academic credit classes offered
during Independent Activities Period .

"What they were interested in was
finding out what we thought of the
dean's office and what they did -
more what we knew about what they
actually did," said Michael A.

UAADean
Search
Proceeds
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"We probably would have had to
layoff' staff had it been the case
that not so many accepted the incen-
tives, Rice. The high number of
retirees "makes it less likely that we
would have to be letting go people."

Many faculty members - a
maximum of 49 percent - will be
hired back by their departments to
work part-time; Rice said. They will
receive pension as well as a salary
for their work, she said.

The arrangement will involve
higher costs in the short-term, Rice
said. It will take somewhere near
but under 10 years for the Institute
to break even on the costs of the
retirement plan.

Rice said that it is important that
faculty stay on to some extent. "You

ized education in the universe. Sitting over in
Building 14, we thought we were 'it.' We were
running our own little college. From the per-
spective of Building 7, it's possible to get a
more complete picture of what an MIT educa-
tion is and can become."

In spite of the broader view, the focus of
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lowering the number of non-acade-
mic staff, it was not intended to
decrease the number of faculty
members, said Chair of the Faculty
Lawrence S. Bacow '72.

"We have an aging faculty,"
Rice said. "You've got to be able to
do the renewal" necessary to keep
MIT a fresh and changing academic
place, and turnover in faculty is part
of that, she said. "It was a very good
thing for MIT to do."

"The estimates of how many
would elect to take the plan ranged
from 40 to 80," Bacow said "There
were some bets among the faculty
on how many it would be."

Retirees stave off lay offs
The program's success prevent-

ed the administration from having to
make a tough decision, Rice said.

the mid- 1980s to assist the dean's office with
the new freshman advisory program. Because
of his prior administrative experience, Merritt
said he understood "that a lot of what deans do
is go to meetings." Neverthele~s, the change
involved more than just a different title.

"I didn't know what it would be'like to'
view an MIT education from the center of
things," he said. "MIT is the most decentral-

Over 600 Take Retirement Incentives
By Brett Altschul
STAFF REPORTER

Over 600 retirees - including
79 faculty - who accepted the spe-
cial early retirement plan offered
this spring will have retired official-
ly a of Sept. 30.

The retirement plan was offered
to faculty and staff members who
are at least 55 and have worked a
minimum of 10 years at MIT. The
benefits of the plan include a $500
per month stipend for people
between 55 and 62 to last until they
turn 65 and can receive Social
Security benefits. There is also a
separate one-time pension piece for
all retirees equal to roughly one year
of a retiree's salary and to be paid
out in annuity, said Vice President
for Human Resources Joan F. Rice.

While the plan was aimed at

By Anders Hove
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Merritt Reflects on a Decade in Dean's Office

Being dean changed vantage point
Merritt left the Department of Humanities in Dean of Undergraduate Academic Affairs Travis R. Merritt.

If you had asked him a couple years ago
when he would leave the dean's office, Dea:n
of Undergraduate Academic Affairs Travis R.
Merritt would have told you, "when they have
to carry me outta here." As it turns out,
Merritt, who will retire this fall at age 62, will
be leaving on foot.

While he will soon plant his feet elsewhere,
Merritt has no plans to leave MIT for good.
"I'm leaving the dean's office in the sense, that
1'11 be officially retired from the Institute,"
Merritt said. "I'll keep my hand in and keep up
and active 'with the dean's office as sort of an
unpaid consultant, sticking my l)ose in where
people will let me, or invite me."

Merritt changed his retirement plans for a
number of reasons, including MIT's new early
retirement plan. But the change was largely
motivated by Merritt's desire for what he cans
"a more full life."

"I'll spend more time with my family, with
my four daughters who Jive in the Northeast,
and my grandchildren. I'm looking forward to
doing more of that. I also hope to do more
scholarly and creative writing," Merritt said.

During his lO years in UAA, Merritt has put
off most travel plans, including an oft-proposed
trip to the Greek islands. He has also missed a
favorite hobby: creating leaded stained glass.
"If I can get an apartment with room, ] will take
that up again now that I'll have time. ] always
told myself! didn't have time before."

• Buildings undergo
renovations. Page 10

• 13sk force looks for
alumni input. Page 10

• Interest in biomedical
society renews. Page 11

• Sewage contaminates
Charl~ River. Page 11

• Understaffed Pritchett
cuts hours. Page 12
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his hands into the real operations of
government," Mandel said.

Sometimes when he tried, the
General Assembly blocked him.
Once, when Mandel was speaker of
the House of Delegates, Agnew
tried to abolish the state censorship
board by erasing all funding for it in
the state budget. Mandel and other
legislative leaders had to educate
the new governor that he couldn't
always do it his way.

The famous Agnew temper
flared in the spring of 1968, when
he lectured leaders of Baltimore's
African American community after
rioting rocked the city in the wake
of Martin Luther King Jr.'s assassi-
nation. But the public dressing-
down caught Nixon's eye, and a
Gap ticket was born.

In one of the turnabouts that
keeps politics interesting, the
Nixon-Agnew campaign failed to
carry Maryland that fall, as
Democrats used their old standby -
walking-around money - to ener-
gize black voters for Hubert H.
Humphrey. Legend has it that
Mandel's money men spent $14 a
head to get out the vote. A jittery
Nixon was furious at Agnew on
election night, cussing him out for
failing to carry even hi.';own state.

"The very same people, the.
Democrats, who got him elected in
'66 defeated him in '68," DeFilippo
said. "The state had 'caught onto
him."

Lee, whose family and career are
steeped in Maryland politics, mar-
velled Wednesday at Agnew's life
story, the swiftness of his success
and the certainty of his final dis-
grace.

"Lightning kept striking this guy
who never had a machine, an orga-
nization or a record," Lee said. "He
was a little hustler out of Baltimore
County who made it to the White
House, with no anchor, no mooring,
no core .. Gives politics a bad
name."

recalled journalist Frank A.
DeFilippo, a former Mandel aide.
"His was a totally different take on
things."

But there was also that other
side, a certain arrogance that
installed the sauna and wine cellar
in the ex'ecutive mansion and sent
the governor to the golf course
every Wednesday afternoon.

"He was difficult to like,"
DeFilippo said. "He was a relent-
lessly middlebrow kind of guy,
standoffish. He didn't like to
work."

Agnew had a remarkably thin
skin when it came to the news
media, a testiness that went all the
way back to the county executive
days. Oace, a journalist asked the
politician how it was he stayed so
crisp-looking all the time, to which
Agnew replied: "I never cross my
legs or lean back against the
chair."

In 1968, after Nixon plucked
him as his vice-presidential candi-
date, Agnew caused a flap when he
walked to rear of paign plane
and asked about napping Baltimore
Sun reporter Gene Oishi: "What's
the matter with the fat Jap?"

"He was a petty politician," said
Bla~r Lee IV, a Silver Spring devel-
oper whose Democrat father became
governor after Mandel resigned in
his own scandal. "He had the look.
He clearly didn't have the integri-
ty."

Agnew wasn't govenlor long
enough to leave a deep imprint on
state government-he prepared only
two state budgets-and some
Democratic critics still fume at the
$30 million shortfall he left his suc-
cessor Mandel and the thousands of
Marylanders he ordered trimmed
from the Medicaid rolls.

Mandel, who was forced to raise
the sales tax in Agnew's aftermath,
takes a fairly. generous view, prais-
ing his political moderation. "He
didn't have the opportunity to get

ATIO

By R.H. elton
THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHI GTO

It was the new politics of
Maryland, the friends of Spiro T.
Agnew recalled Wednesday, that
sent the Greek immigrant s son on a
breathtaking rise from lowly subur-
ban Baltimore to the halls of the
White House.

And it was the Free State's old
traditions - the ones involving
envelopes of ca h conveyed quietly
to public officeholders - that
marked him for political ruin even
as he began that remarkable climb
to power. .

Until his death Tuesday of
leukemia, Agnew maintained his
principal residence in California,
but to those who knew him best he
was first and last a Marylander, who
summered every year in Ocean City
like thousands of other beachgoers
in the state.

"I think he still considered him-
self a Marylander," said former gov-
ernor Marvin Mandel, who played a
decisive role in Agnew's capturing
the governor's mansion 30 years
ago.

Four years earlier, in 1962, the
gods of politics smiled for tbe first
time on Spiro Theodore Agnew,
when a bitterly divided Democratic
Party handed the Republican the
keys to the office of Baltimore
County executive.

Then, in 1966, state Democrats
did it again, nominating a guberna-
torial candidate many considered so
unfit for the office that party leaders
like Mandel defected and quietly
helped Agnew. It was an important
moment in the state's political life
as Agnew - that would be Ted
Agnew, progressive Republican Ted
Agnew - showed that suburban
government administrators, not just
inner-city machine pols, could com-
pete statewide.

"His initial mark was that he
took suburban politics big-time,"

Spiro T. Agnew Remembered
As One Plucked from Obscurity
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CIA Director John M. Deutch Thur day traveled to Capitol Hill to
personally assure membef.S of the Congressional Black Caucus that
an independent investigator will pursue allegations that the CIA was
instrumental in introducing crack cocaine into black communities in
the 19 Os.

The meeting, which lasted nearly an hour, seemed to satisfy mem-
ber of the caucus. They said they have been receiving thousands of
phone calls and faxes from their constituents on the issue since it was
raised in a new paper series la t month. •

"His willingness and openness seem to be pointing in the right
direction," said Rep. Donald M. Payne, D- .1., chairman of the cau-
cus, as he emerged from the meeting in hi office with Deutch and
about a dozen caucus member. "But this is just a first step."

Deutch, who has strongly denied the allegations, repeated an
earlier, written pledge that the CIA's inspector general would per-
form a full investigation and promised the inquiry will receive hi
full cooperation and access to agency records, according to caucus
members.

The black caucus last week called for a congressional investiga-
tion after articles appeared in the San Jose Mercury ews. The cau-
cus also has asked President Clinton and Attorney General Janet
Reno to launch probes.

Republicans Prevent Disclosure
Of Ethics Report on Gingrich

Lawmakers Assured of Fair Probe
Regarding CIA and Drugs

• WASHINGTON

House Republicans Thursday fended off a Democratic effort to
force disclosure of a preliminary report on alleged ethics violations
by Speaker ewt Gingrich, R-Ga.

The 225-] 79 vote, split largely along party lines, killed a measure
that would have required immediate public disclosure of a special
counsel's initial findings in a two-year investigation of Gingrich's use
of a tax-exempt, non-profit foundation to finance a college course that
he taught in Georgia. Critics and political opponents argued that
Gingrich acted improperly by using the money because the course
was more politically partisan than educational.

While no one expected the measure - offered by Rep. John
Lewis, D-Ga. - to clear the House, Democrats pushed for the roll
call vote to compel Gap incumbents into a vote of support for
Gingrich, who polls show is unpopular among many voters.

James Cole, the committee's special counsel, last month delivered
a preliminary report to the Ethics Committee, which has not been
publicly released.

House Minority Whip David E. Bonior, D-Mich., said at a news
conference before the vote that Democrats wanted the results of the
partial report revealed before election day on Nov. 5.

House Overrides Veto of Bill
Banning Late Abortion Procedure

THE WASHINGTON POST

WS ANGELES TIMES

Oversight Panel Accuses Clinton
Of 1ravel Office Fiasco Cover-up •

LOS ANGELES TIMES

WASHINGTON

In a stunning reversal, abortion foes in the House. of
Representatives voted Thursday to override President Clinton's veto
of a bill that would outlaw a late-term abortion procedure denounced
by its critics as infanticide.

In a 285-137 vote, House lawmakers rejected arguments that the
ban would deny women who are experiencing crises pregnancies
access to a procedure that could protect their health and future fertili-
ty. Opponents said the procedure is grotesque and brings a painful
end to a life.

The measure is unlikely to become law, "however, because the
effort to override must also succeed in the Senate, where mustering
the two-thirds majority required appears far more difficult. Senate
Majority Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss., said the upper chamber will
vote on the issue as early as next Thursday but acknowledged that "it
would be hard to override it."

WEATHER
Farewell to Summer

By Marek Zebrowski
STAFF METEOROLOGIST

Astronomically speaking, this will be the last weekend of sum-
mer - the fall season begins officially on Monday. Appropriately
enough, sunny and warm weather will close this week before cool-
er and stormier skies return to Boston next week, ushering in the
new season.

A high pressure system positioned overhead on Friday will
slowly move to the Southeast, giving us fair skies and pleasantly
warm afternoons. Nights and early mornings will be chilly, espe-
cially inland, where winds will be light after dark. Meanwhile, a
low over the Maritimes will re-intensify by Saturday, slipping in a
backdoor cold front, accompanied by some clouds and cooler tem-
peratures in lower east Maine. By Sunday, a large area of bad
weather stalled over the Midwest for the past few days will progress
eastward, spreading showers, followed by steadier rain early next
week.

Today: Mostly sunny and pleasant. High 76°F (25°C) with mod-
erate northwesterly breezes.

Tonight: Clear and cool. Low 56°F (13°C) in town, around 50°F
(10°C) inland.

Saturday: Mostly sunny and warmer, with a high near 80°F
(27°C). Some clouds to the North, with local sea breezes possible.

Sunday: Clouding up with showers arriving late in the day. Highs
65-70°F (19-21 °C), lows near 60°F (16°C).

By Robert L. Jackson
LOS ANGELES TIMES

WASHINGTON

With Democratic members stag-
ing a walkout, a Republican-con-
trolled House committee
Wednesday formally accused
President Clinton of directing a
widespread coverup of the 1993
White House travel office fiasco,
including his wife's role in it.

At a stormy sessio~ at which
members of the House Government
Reform and Oversight Committee
tried to out-shout one another,
Democrats accused the panel's
chairman, Rep. William F. Clinger
Jr., R-Pa., of abusing his power by
making a politically motivated
attack on the president in the midst
of an election campaign.

The committee's report requires
no further governmental action and
ends the congressional inquiry into
the firings of seven travel office
employees. But the report is
expected to be studied closely by
the staff of Whitewater
Independent Counsel Kenneth W.
Starr, who is investigating whether
any White House aides gave false
statements to Congress under oath
in an effort to protect first lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton in the
travel office case.

With 24 Republicans voting to
endorse the report after Democrats
stalked out of the hearing room, the
committee issued a report alleging
that Clinton "engaged in an
unprecedented misuse of the execu-

tive power, abuse of executive priv-
ilege and obstruction of numerous
investigations into the travel
office."

:rhe alleged coverup was intend-
ed to conceal from Congress why
the travel office employees were
abruptly fired in May 1993, the
report said.

The committee said travel direc-
tor Billy Ray Dale' and his col-
leagues were dismissed so that
Harry Thomason, a Hollywood pro-
ducer friend of the Clintons, and
Catherine Cornelius, a distant
cousin of the president, could seek a
share of the government's travel
business. The report alleged that
Clinton and White Hous~ aides
engaged in "a colossal damage-con-
trol effort" - obstructing the com-
mittee's two-year inquiry and delay-
ing release of key records to hide
the motivation for the travel office
p ge.

The president and his aides also
sought to conceal that Mrs. Clinton
had pushed for the firings, at
Thomason's urging, the report said.
"White House aides initially ...
withheld information about Mrs.
Clinton's involvement in the fir-
ings," the committee charged.

The first lady has denied
responsibility for the dismissals.
And Mark D. Fabiani, special
White House counsel, attacked the
report as "shoddy and unprofes-
sional," declaring that "today's
McCarthy-like charges' by the
Newt Gingrich-led Republicans

are" as meaningless as they are
political."

Rep. Henry A. Waxman of
California, the panel's ranking
Democrat, said before leading the
walkout that the report made
"unsubstantiated character attacks
. .. in a shameful and crassly parti-
san smear campaign."

"I don't approve of everything
the White House did, but where is
the specific evidence of wrongdo-
ing?" Waxman asked ..

Rep. Paul E. Kanjorski, D-Pa.,
charged that Clinger and other
Republicans were trying to "attain
political rather than governmental
objectives by attacking the character
of the President of the United States
with conclusions unsupported by
any evidence." ....

Kanjorski said the report is
indicative of a highly political
atmosphere on Capitol Hill that
should come to an end. "Like hors-
es, we should take it out and shoot
it," Kanjorski said of the GOP-con-
trolled Congress.

In calling for approval of the
report, Clinger said it "demonstrates
the failures of the Clinton White
House to live up to the ethical stan-
dards they themselves promised to
maintain."

Washington attorney Robert S.
Bennett complained Wednesday
that Thomason, his client, was
never given a chance to testify
before the committee in public to
respond to the allegations against
him.
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Strife inThree-Person Presidency
Threatens Peace' Again inBosnia

, eptember 20, 1996

By Tracy Wilkinson
WS ANGELES T1MES

SARAJEVO, BOS IA-HERZEGOVI A

The Bosnian Serb member of a
just-elected three-person presidency
Thursday backed away slightly from
his goal of uniting with Serbia prop-
er but tossed up another batch of
objections that will thwart Bosnia's
new government.

Illu trating the complexity of
forming Bosnia' postwar institu-
tions, Momcilo Krajisnik rejected
the idea of sitting with his presiden-
tial colleagues in Sarajevo - the
capital under Muslim-Croat control
that the Bosnian Serbs spent much
of a 3-year war trying to destroy.

Many of Krajisnik's statements,
the first since his election, were
muted and careful. But he also
exhibited a much lower level of
cooperation than portrayed earlier in
the day by Carl Bildt, the interna-
tional coordinator of the Bosnian
peace plan.

Bildt said he was confident that
he could persuade the three presi-
dents - a Serb, a Muslim and a
Croat - to share power and work
together as a handful of ethnically
mixed government bodies are con-
structed here. But already, disagree-
ments have emerged over where the

presidency hould meet, how long
its chair should serve and even over
the term "government:' which the
Serbs reject.

Contradicting the We t's inter-
pretation of the U.S.-brokered
Dayton, Ohio, accord, Krajisnik
said he believed the chair of the
presidency to which he was elected
should rotate, meaning he and his
Muslim and Croat counterparts
would each be allowed to serve at
the head Jor eight months. In fa~t,
the two-year lead post is upposed.
to go to the top vote-getter in last
Saturday's election, according to
international officials in charge of
executing the peace plan.

"It is unfathomable that a
Muslim who was president for the
last six years should be president for
the next two years," Krajisnik said
at a news conference in the Bosnian
Serb stronghold of Pale, a ski resort
nine mile~ southeast of Sarajevo.

Kraj isnik said he thought the
new presidency ought to govern
from a building put up along the
boundary line that divides the Serb
and Muslim-Croat halves of Bosnia.
He offered a much wider definition
of Sarajevo than international medi-
ators recognize. His includes Serb-
held. suburbs south of the capital.

WORLD & NATIO

"Pale is al 0 Sarajevo," he said.
"There are so many beautiful places
in 'Sarajevo' where we can meet."

Krajisnik indicated he had given
up, for now, the goal of uniting the
Bosnian Serb Republic with Serbia
proper. But he said reunification of
the divided country wa not in the
cards. "Re-integration should be of
something that was once integrat-
ed," he said.

Asked if he were the best man
for the job, Krajisnik said there
were many other more fit candidates
"especially one man whose name
cannot be mentioned." He was
alluding to indicted war crimes sus-
pect Radovan Karadzic, the Bosnian
Serb leader who is banned from
public politics but whose influence
reigns.

Krajisnik accused the West -
implicitly the United States - of
rigging the vote count to give an
advantage to Bosnian Serb opposi-
tion candidates, some of whom
fared surprisingly well. But he said
his nationalist Serb Democratic
Party, or SDS, prevailed in the end
by winning a legislative majority.
"God saved the SDS and the

. Serbian people," Krajisnik said.
"And whoever is against God and
the Serbian people has to lose."
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GET INVOLVED!
It is time to join

LINKS!
Cambridge children need your help!

This is your chance to volunteer with KIDS!
Now it is even easier to sign up

on our NEW web page:
http://web.mit.edu/pscenter/www/links.html

It will be up and running Mon, Sept 23.
All openings are first come, first serve, so sign up

right away! Or come to our
OPEN HOUSE

Thursday, Sept 26: 4-6pm
in room W20-407

Stop in for a few minutes and we can set you up
with a teacher and a-time that will fit your schedule!
If you have any questions: call x3-0742 or come to

the Public Service Center.

When You're Considering a
Career in Infortnation Technology,

Consider One More Thing.
:to

Only $4 cover with this ad {offer expires October 12)

K.HYTHM & SPICE
315 Mass.Ave.CaTnbrldge.Ma 02139

(617)497-0977
GATEl\lNG AND TAKE O.UT AVAILABLE.

Caribbean Dining ~ Entertainment
In a r~laxed atmosphere'

DINNEl\. SEVEN DAYS PEI\ WEEK.
AFTEI\ 5:30PM

• Christ The King ... •
). Proclaiming the

historic Gospel and
bringing compassion

totheci~
Be challenged to think about God~yourself and
your world through worship and Iiturb'J that
blends both traditional and contemporary styles.

Christ The King
Presbyterian Church

99 Prospect Street • Cambridge • 11:00.\.\1 Sunday • 86... ; ..6..

• l1Je ReI'. Terr.}' L. 6)'ger. Senior Pas/or •

Goldman
Sachs

Consider the investment banking firm with opportuni-

ties in information technology throughout the world.
Where individuals with an interest in working in North
America, Europe or the Asia-Pacific region have the

chance to join a department central to the growth and

success of nearly every facet of its global business. Where

the skills to develop and maintain state-of-the-art com-

puter and telecommunication systems are provided

through a series of technical and industry-oriented

training sessions. Where the talent of each individual is
an integral part of the team effort. And consider the firm

where those individuals who choose to accept the

challenges set before them are given the opportunity to

excel both professionallyand personally.

j Inshort, consider
Information Technology at Goldman Sachs.

."

Students majoring in telecorrununications, computer science,
MIS, math or engineering, or who have taken computer-related
courses and have a strong knowledge of "C" language,
PC Workstations and LANare welcome.

Information Session:
Wednesday, September 25, 1996
7PM-9PM
Room 4 -145 Career Development Center
For more infoIomatlon, please visit our
Web Site at: http://www.gs.oom/
EM~1l: ~techjobs8gs.com

Goldman Sachs, an equal opportunity employer, does not discriminate
In employment on any basis that is prohibited by federal, state or local law .

e'

LIVE MUSIC & DANCING
EVEI\Y FI\IDAY.&: SATUI\DAY

at to:30pm. 21+
SaGA ~ R.EGGAE.

http://web.mit.edu/pscenter/www/links.html
http://www.gs.oom/
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OPINION
Food Service Must Move Forward

Letters To The Editor

Student Life Group Needs Student Members

La t pring the Department of Hou ing and Food ervice
announced a one-year exten ion of Aramark' food ervice con-
tract with MIT. The ju tification offered at the time wa that

r;rdlj-tofV't)-nl HFS wa not prepared to tart the
DUtf/ 'fJUI bidding proce . ow, HF has

announced that Aramark' contract
will likely be extended yet another year, making for a cumula-
tive two-year exten ion of Aramark' original five-year con-
tract. These piecemeal extension have been detrimental to the
MIT community and food ervice customer in particular.

Each time HF ha extended the Aramark contract, they
have offered the explanation that more time wa needed to get
the bidding proces underway. First the vice president of opera-
tions had to et up a proce for reviewing contract and over ee-
ing food ervice - namely, the na cent dining services review
group. Then there wa the time-con uming proce of actually
going out to bid. As it turns out, HFS hasn't even tarted olicit-
ing bid for the MIT contract.

In addition to the delays, there ha been e entially no dis-
cus ion of what for many is the central i sue of the Aramark
dilemma: competition. Many student believe that MIT should
at least experiment with allowing multiple vendors into the MIT
market. In tead of fle hing out this idea, however, HFS appears

Be that as it may, I have a feeling that
there is some sort of "screening" process at
The Tech that detennines which opinion arti-
cles make it to print and which articles do not.
The Tech do~s reserve the right to edit sub- t
missions, so they must reserve the right to
read them, too. And when fruitless articles
end up on an editor's desk, why aren't they
cast into the reject pile?

The nature of the articles that a newspaper
prints does reflect (or so I think) on the news-
paper. A person very well might decide
whether or not to read the next issue based
upon the articles in the previous one.
Columns that stink far worse than any student
who doesn't shower and ones by whiny
sophomores expressing their dismay at not
being able to plan classes into the year 2002
could be driving readers away from The Tech.

After all, it is those who read a newspaper
that keep it in print.. And so these reflections
from a concerned mind will close on this note:
The quality (or lack thereot) of articles in a
newspaper reflects on both the author and the
newspaper. For the sake of the readers, let's
all work together on upgrading the quality of
the stories we write and publish.

John A. Modzelewski '98

Hove, Page 5

appears, Williams herself. The committee was
conceived and fonned by administrators and ~
faculty; it is packed with faculty. Its mission
is to address issues of student life, yet none of
the current members are students.

.By way of example, just have a look at a
map of where the committee members cur-
rently live. Only one lives in Cambridge. One
third of the members live in Lexington. How
many MIT students have ever even been to
Lexington? As far as student life is concerned,
Lexington might as well be Siberia.

Of course many faculty spend a great deal
of time on campus. They work in labs, often
with students. Sometimes they teach. A hand-
ful of them attend faculty meetings or sit on ~
Institute committees. When they interact with
other faculty they do so as colleagues, sharing
infonnation. When they interact with students
they do so as imparters of infonnation. There
is little dialogue.

to have concentrated it attention on providing better over ight
of Aramark' operation.

The fact remains that HF had plenty of time - five full
years - to et up a proces and go out to bid. During tho e five
years, Aramark faced mounting complaint about the quality of
food and ervice they provide. Moreover, Aramark ha been
almost totally unrespon ive to student leaders working to
improve food ervice in dormitorie . HFS lamely allowed the
contract to run out without 0 much as tarting the bidding
proce s.

There i a di tinct po ibility that HFS has imply decided
to cave to Aramark propaganda according to which MIT's mar-
ket is too small for any contractor to serve well. According to
this view, the complaint people have now would apply equally
to any other food service provider.

At this rate, it seems likely that Aramark will continue to
manage food services at MIT well into the next century. This
situation could have been avoided if HFS had devoted adequate
attention to the problem earlier. There is no good reason why
the bidding process could not have started on time, with student
input. The dining services group must act now to ensure that we
are not Ii tening to an explanation for another one-year exten-
sion next year at this time.

"prevent student odor," I could not help but
recall similarly bizarre opinion articles that
have emerged as of late. I recall two opinion
articles by a news staffer at The Tech entitled
"Recitations for' Class Should Not Be
Ignored" and "Planning Ahead Can Bring
Unforeseeable Difficulties."

Both of these articles were frighteningly
inane. Writing, like any fOnTIof expression, is
a window into one's intellect. That is to say, if
a person expresses something (especially in
mass media like The Tech) to the public, then
some mechanism inside of them must have
approved of the content of the expression
before the expression was made. When I pore
over the two opinion articles I have referred to
above, the adjective "frightening" seems most
suitable to describe the mental mechanism
that approved those two articles. I have no
doubts that his position on The Tech as a news
staffer helped those articles make ink.

The nature of some recently published
opinion articles makes me wonder if these
articles reflect poorly on The Tech itself. The
Tech does state in its opinion policy that
columns "are written by individuals and repre-
sent the opinion of the author, not necessarily
that of the newspaper."

from a variety of departments. Although the
committee may be joined later by two stu-
dents, MIT wasted no time in packing the fac-
ulty members off on a Cape Cod junket and
bull session. Cushy.

I'm willing to admit that the esteemed fac-
ulty members chosen to sit on the committee
are a lot savvier than most of their colleagues.
I don't know many of the members personal-
ly, but I know that some are highly involved
in the community, and that others have a good
rapport with their students. Associate
Professor of Political Science Charles Stewart
III is even housemaster at McConnick Hall.
So I can't say this group is completely out of
touch with students. 0 doubt President
Charles M. Vest and Williams found that
these nine people were among the most quali-
fied faculty at MIT to study issues related to
students.

The fact remains, however, that this com-
mittee embodies the paternalistic and conde-
scending attitudes held by the faculty and, it

Brian T. White '85

Odor Problem
Is Nationwide

The Tech Should Be
More Selective

Having just read Tuesday's column by
Thomas R. Karlo '97 entitled "MIT Must Act
to Prevent Student Odor," I remembered some
graffiti that I saw in an elevator at Stanford
Univer ity.

In one handwriting were the words: "Die
CS non-bathers!" Right below that, in another
handwriting: "It's my party and I'll stink if I
want to."

Even at that bastion of beautiful people,
sun, and fun, they have the same 'problem'
that we do. As a recovering nerd, I feel that
we should give the non-bathers the space they
need to be themselves.

After reading the sometimes funny - but
mostly bizarre - column by Thomas R. Karlo
'97 ["MIT Must Act to Prevent Student
Odor," Sept. 17] on why MIT should act to

The deans' office is at it again. Sometimes
it seems that the full-time mission of our
friends in Building 7 is to set up committees
with broad missions while allowing only
token student involvement.

This time the culprit is Rosalind H.
Williams, the new dean for undergraduate
education. She's spent the last several months
recruiting faculty members to pack the task
force on student life and learning. 0 small
job, given the blandly-stated mission of the
group. The mission statement includes the fol-
lowing murky projects: to "review and articu-
late MIT's educational mission" and to "eval-
uate MIT's current educational processes and
identify changes that would enhance or sup-
port the educational mission." If someone
wanted me to undertake such a project, I'd
head for the hills.

Surprisingly, however, Williams had little
difficulty signing on nine big-name professors
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MIT Must Dump Old Ways
And Work with Students

((Haven't read it."
BillOinr.on,
PresKlenc c:i the United Stltes

THE TECH Page 5

('What's it aOOutJ"
William Perry,
Secrecuy ofD1mse

(([asked not to ~ awakened."
William Ouistopher,
Secretary of State

The reviews are in!

OPINIO

ing the students their partner , MIT has asked
them to just put up with whatever the faculty
or administrative department paternalistically
decide.

It's worth saying that the real reason this
committee ha been stacked with faculty has
nothing to do with qualifications or informa-
tion and everything to do with standard opera-
tional procedure. William and Ve t are facul-
ty members and admini trator . They regard
what happens at meetings of the academic
council and faculty a real and e erything else
as peripheral. The institutional symbol and
prestige are designed to place value on their
place in this community. Small wonder that
they should select from among their own
group rather than from the community at large.

MIT may lead the world in cience and
technology. But as long as it clings to the sort
of outmoded policy-making norms exempli-
fied by the task force on student life and learn-
ing, MIT the university remains a
19th-century organization.

eptember 20, 1996

Hove, from Page 4

Williams does not regard any of this as a
problem. She is sure that, with study, these
faculty will come to understand student life
issues. According to a Sept. 11 article in Tech
Talk entitled "Task Force to Review Student
Life and Learning:' the committee will be
chatting with some students right after it gets
done meeting alumni, staff, and various
Institute committee . How reassuring. The
entire operation smells more like an exercise
in anthropology than a serious attempt to
bring the community together.

I believe that the Institute would be better
served by opening up these processes to the
whole community. Faculty members have a
lot to learn from students; furthermore, stu-
dents have a lot to learn about managing their
own lives. It is within the bounds of MIT's
educational mission that the students be asked
to work with the faculty in moving this orga-
nization into the next century. Instead of mak-

•

Undergraduate Ass cia i n
. MIT's Student Government

DONUTS

CAFFEINE

• The Class of '98 is running the Junior Class Donut
Stand in Lobby 7 every morning!

• Tons of choices of fresh donuts, pastries, and coffee.

."

-Tomorrow~ Saturday, September 21st
-1-3pm, 4th floor of the Student Center
-Come and learn about ways you can
get involved in the UA!

Free Luncheon!
.OPENHOUSE

.

• Elections will be held September 26-28th
• The UA will be nominating people to

serve on Presidential Task Forces. For
-- .. more info, contact Richard Lee.

rlee@mit.edu

FRESHMAN
ELECTIONS
• Question? email ua-comments@mit.edu

mailto:rlee@mit.edu
mailto:ua-comments@mit.edu


Lehman Brothers
cordially invites undergraduates to
attend an information session on

career opportunities in

Inyestment Banking
Sales, Trading & Research

•~__es ay, September 25, 1996 .
6:00 p.m.
oom6-120

'------------------ ---I~
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Off Course By Hugo
OH NO! IT's MY
51RTl'It>Ay A~N.
110~ T./l t/ ll-t15

H"9PEN?
o
o
o

,"Uit1 ••• I NO
IF AN'foNt= ~u.
t2.EHEt1~
THAT T~Y IT's
11'( r8-1l4~Y

The Graduate Student Council announces:

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
FROM LAST ISSUE

New 8 am service!!

9:00pm
9:01 pm
9:04 pm
9:06pm
9:07pm
9:07pm

8:00pm
8:01 pm
8:04 pm
8:06pm
8:07 pm
8:07pm

Tuesday

7:00pm
7:01 pm
7:04 pm
7:06pm
7:07 pm
7:07 pm

regular
Internal
medlcin~
and nurse
practitioner
appointments:
253-4481 (_. TOO)

8:30am-5pm,
mon.-fri. (ask about
Tuesdays til8pm)

11:3Oam
12:40pm

11:00am
11:01am
11:04am
11:06am
11:07am
11:09am

10:30 am
11:40am

10:00 am
10:01 am
10:04 am
10:06 am
10:07 am
10:09 am

Your doctor
can help keep you
healthy,
treat your illnesses,
and
give you advice
when
you
want it.

urgent care
24 hours a day,
every day
of the year
253-1311 (_. TOO)

9:30am
10:40 am

9:00am
9:01 am
9:04 am
9:06am
9:07 am
9:09am

_ Saturday

8:30am
9:40 am

8:00am
8:01 am
8:04am
8:06am
8:07am
8:09am

OR: JOC,,"ERY' SH'U' YT"LE'... , ...' ..s/'. ..' .... ; .'~, ' .1 .~ ' ... ~ " .'

Arrive Slar Market (approx.)
Leave Slar Markel (approx.)

We assign
each
incoming student
a personal
physician
to coordinate
their health care
at MIT.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

7:30 pm 8:30 pm 9:30 pm I
8:40 pm 9:40 pm 10:40 pm

The shuttle Is a free service for all MIT sludenls and families. sponsored by Slar Market and organized by the Graduale Sludenl Council. I
All limes are approxlmale, however, Ihe bus will allow AT LEAST ONE HOUR for shopping. You may requesllo be dropped off al ANYI residence hall, not jusllhose Iisled. If you ride regUlarly and would be willing to help with the sign-up list. or if you have any questions. I

1l please conlacl gjcoramOmil.edu. To add yourself 10 Ihe grocery shullle mailing Iisl. alhena% blanche grocshul-a usemame ~

.~ ----------------------------,

Get your grocery shopping done and still have time
to watch Saturday morriing cartoons.

I
I
II Look for the yellow school bus here:

Easlgale (1 Amherst 51.)I Senior House (Amhersl&Ames 51.)
Ashdown House (Amherst)

I Burton House
Tang HalVWeslga.le'I Edgerton HouselRandom Hall

I
I

,----------------------------~

8 COlllllOnLatin
abbreviation

9 Very proper
10 - station
11 Hungr..Y-
12 On the loose

(2 wds.) .
13 Advice
21 Made double-sure
22 RV
25 Hungarians
27 Missouri city
29 Tonto's horse
30 Hauls
32 Unappetizing food
34 Periods of re-

laxation
35 Encyclopedia parts
36 Levelers
37 Let in again
39 Wind instrument
40 Negated a layoff
41 Gluttony
43 Former New York

City mayor
48 - court
49 Inactive
50 Ex-eager Thurmond
53 Switch positions
55 League for

50-Down

DOWN
1 Fortress
2 Seafood dish
3 Italian dish
4 Part of TNT
5 Hoodwink
6 "_ the Mood for

Love"
7 Army officers

(abbr. )

@ Edward Jul ius Collegiate CH88lD

33 Terminus of
ACROSS 19-Across (2 wds.)

1 S_haw,',sliThe Apple 35 Truthful38 Loud noise
5 Onion form 42 Like spoiled food

10 Military group 43 Imitated a banshee
member 44 Let

14 Construction member 45 - Christie
(2 wds.) 46 Sturm - Orang

15 Ham it up 47 Santo -
16 Concerning 51 Sot's sound

(2 wds.) 52 Office note
17 Kipling's "Rikki- 54 Norse god (var.)

Tikki--" 55 Neither you -
18 State flower of Hew 56 The Emerald Isle

Hampshire' 57 Actor Nick -
19 Chinese border 58 Harte or Maverick

river 59 High-speed planes
20 Boxing great 60 Bum -
21 Dwindles, as a 61 Rooney or Hardy

supply (2 wds.)
23 Prohibit •
24 Destined for

failure
26 Stair parts
28 Entangle
29 Geological epoch

(2 wds.)
31 "Gone With the

Wind" 'star
32 Villain

SOLUTIONS IN THE NEXT EDITION OF THE TECH
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THE ARTS

- BY THE TECH ARTS STAFF -

Jean-Claude Van Damme fights against a Russian brute without losing his towel In
Maximum Risk.

Tom Cruise makes a daring escape In Mission: Impossible, showing tonight at LSC.

**** Trainspotting
Trainspotting tells the story of a group of

Scottish heroin users." Already released in
England, it has become the third-largest
grossing British-made film and has received a
large amount of criticism for not condemning
heroin use. The story is told from the view of
heroin users, without judgement, which
makes the story feel completely genuine and
totally fascinating,: -DVR. Sony
Nickelodeon.

so that you don't have time to dwell on the
implausible plot details, the only memorable
setpiece is Cruise's wire-suspended entrance
into an impregnable, sterile CIA computer
room. -Scott C. Deskin. Tonight at LSC. •

**1/2 Mission: Impossible
ever mind the title: besides the famous

theme tune and the initial premise of the
Impossible Mission Force, Brian DePalma's
film version of the 1960s spy drama has very
little to do with the TV show. IMF leader Jim
Phelps (Jon Voight) presents his team with a
mission to intercept a top-secret list of agents
for sale to a worldwide legion of criminals,
but when things go awry in Prague, supera-
gent Ethan Hunt (Tom Cruise) has to weave
his way through the various plots and counter-
plots to find a traitor within the organization.
This is Cruise's picture, and, though much of
the "team" is dispatched early on, the remain-
der of the big-name cast is wasted. Even
though the film moves at a swift enough pace

** a imum Impact
When a man that looks exactly like him

turns up dead, Jean-Claude Van Damme
learn that he had a twin brother taken from
him at birth and sent to Rus ia, where he grew
up a part of the Russian mob. Van Damme,
in an attempt to "understand the brother he
never knew," follows his brother' trail, caus-
ing him to get involved in a confusing bit of
mob politic (they're all fighting each other
but we don't know why), and taking up with
his brother's girlfriend. The tory is a bit too
entimental and gets into a rhythm only once

Van Damme learns his brother's true identity
and decide it's time to tart taking revenge.
But thi scene comes too late to make the
movie worthwhile. -DVR. Sony Cheri.

****:E cellent
** :Good
**: verage
*:Poor

*** The Last upper
Five liberal graduate students have an

unexpected gue t who, over dinner, manage
to offend everyone at the table. After goading
the students with the statement "Hitler had the
right idea," he picks a fight and one of the stu-
dents kills him. Seeing their action as a er-
vice to society, they start inviting over other
conservatives they don't like - skinheads,
anti-gay priests, etc. - to poi on and bury in
the backyard. -David V. Rodriguez.
Tomorro ......at LSC.

Macintosh. More fiexible than ~ver.
We don't know how YOU'll fill in the blank. That's why we make Macintosh.
computers so flexible. To help you be the first to do whatever you want to do.
And With word processing, easy Internet access, powerful multimedia a~d
cross-platform compatibility, a Mac. makes it even easier to do it. How do you
get started? Visit your campus computer store tod~y and pick up a Mac.

•

•

firstbe. theto.You

•
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Pentium 166 MHz
2.1GB
is" (13.7" YIewable)

$2499
$2599

for

Pentium 133 MHz
1.6GB
15" (13.7" Ylewable)
$2199
$2299

http://www.zds.com
education@zds.com

PentIum 100 MHz
1.2GB
14" (13.2" wlewable)

$1799
$1899*

We're
waiTing •..

1.800.811.3452

Have a e.omie.
in The Tet!h !

gToP by room
4a~o~The
gTudenT
eenTer or
give us a e.all
aT 2.e~-fe4f.

II your
nOTebook
looks more
like a
skeTC!.hbook.
Then leT us
all see!

.Experience Campus Z-Station, call:

Processor
Hard drtve
Monitor
Price
with LAN card

MIT Computer Connectionstudent Center, Lower Level
3-7686, mcc@mit.eduhttp://web.mit.edu/mcc/vff~v/your back-to-school computer source.

Free one-year Apple warranty.
We're

Visit

• Complete multimedia computer customized for students
• Campus Z-Station. features:

• Powerfullntel-Pentium-processor
• large capacity hard drive
• Plenty of memory to run today's hottest applications
• Plug & Play into your campus network with a high-speed modem

• Desktop Systems include Microsott- Natural.
Keyboard and Microsoft Mouse

• Loaded with Microsoft software for study and fun
• Microsoft Office for Windows 95 with Word, Microsoft Excel,

PowerPoint, Microsoft Access, Schedule+, Encarta 96 Encyclopedia,
Microsoft Internet Assistants

• Microsoft Windows 95. with Microsoft Internet Explorer 2.0

• Microsoft Plus!
• Games for Windows 95
• Norton AntiVirus and more

• Hewlett Packard Color Deskjet available

• Ask about Microsoft Programmer's Dream Pack

Color StyIew.tter.25OO

720x360dbi
0nly$34lJ

Pow. MacIntoM.54OO
PowerPC'" 603e/120 MHz/16MB RAM

1.6GBI8X CD-ROMI15" display

ItMM ••. So FAt(. ~
'&t:eN A CP CAR.. oN
,.UE 1>OMlEJ ~ BiEr
c.ow 'oN T\-\1:: t>O~e. •••

•

TAUB TA PI
National Engine . g Ho~or Society

Invit1iii8 ~~tltJ). n on

Power Mac"""'. 7200
PowerPC'"6011120 MHz:I/6MB RMf

1.2GB/8X CD.ROOIJ5" dj,rpIay

EXCWSIVEENGAGEM~~ K[NDA[["5QUf\I\[ THJ~~ FOR
STARTS FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER mne One KendIlI ...... e-tdtIe. 4M-IIOO SHOWTIMES

Offer expires 0cIdJer II, 1996. No poymenJ of interest or principal wiJ/ be r«JUired for 90 days. InIeresJ aa:ruing during this 9O-day period wiJ/ be added to /be principal and wiJJ bear inIeres~ which will be induded in /be repayment scbeduJe. For example, /be month of "fay 1996 bad an interest raJe of 12.15% with
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offices of the M1T Press above the
bookstore, Simha said. The offices
of the MIT Press will move into
leased space across the street in
Cambridge Center.

The specifics of this part of the
plan are still being worked out. The
Department of Linguistics and
Philosophy declined to comment
until plans become finalized.

Buildings 16 and 56 used to
house laboratories and offices for the
Department of Biology. When the
new biology building was finished
and everything in Buildings 16 and
56 moved out, a third of the build-
ings was left vacant, Joyce said.

The ongoing renovation is the
first phase in the larger project. The
second phase involves moving the
people in Building 16 into Building
56 and making changes in Building
16.

"It's been challenging and com-
plicated to come up with a modular
plan [for these buildings] because of
the variety of uses involved," Joyce
said.

This set of renovations "will
probably be more disruptive to cam-
pus," as access to 26-100 may be
affected, Joyce said. Currently,
Beacon Construction Company is
planning a tunnel through the area
so that people may travel there.

Some of the features to be added
during the projects are a handicap-
accessible ramp in the basement 4

connecting Building 8 and Building
16, and an elevator to connect the
various floors of Building 8 and
Building 16.

The new spaces in the buildings
will consist of classrooms on the
first floor, as well as laboratories
and offices on higher floors. •

Student lounges will also be
constructed in Building 56. In addi-
tiOJ~to these improvements, a new
70-seat lecture hall is being built in
Building 56, and one more class-
room will be built in Building 16,
Joyce said.

current educational processes.
The task force is still in its very

early stages, Williams ,said.
Considerations like space and staff
have yet to be worked out, although
a number of faculty and administra-
tors have been chosen to be part of
the task force. No students are cur-
rently members of the task force. _

Williams said that she has con-
sulted Undergraduate Association
President Richard Y. Lee '97 and
UA Vice President Dedric A. Carter
'98 to get students on the task force.

"The pressure is on students to
get the students" on the task force
now, she said.

"The task force will not get off
the ground until students" are on it,
Williams said. "The task force is not
complete until students are there."

Events geared toward leaders
The events this weekend, aimed

at getting alumni and student lead-
ers involved in the task forces, will
begin tonight with a workshop for
student leaders. The events will be
take place from from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
in the Tang Center.

There will be various workshops
for club and class leaders, "educa-
tional counselors, reunion gift com-
mittee members, and students, said
Project Manager for the Alumni
Association Theresa J. Lee. I

On Saturday in 10-250, Williams
will moderate a presentation entitled
"The Learning Community:
Integrating Student Life and
Learning at MIT," with members of
the task force comprising the panel
for the discussion.

The events are geared toward stu-
dent leaders, according to Williams.
Eleven of the 18 or so students sched-
uled to attend are actually freshmen.

Anyone else interested in attend-
ing the events should e-mail Lee at
tjoyce@mit.edu.

Building 56 renovations continue
Meanwhile, renovations to

Building 56 are continuing. After the
work on Building 56 finishes this
December, construction. on Building
16 will begin, probably in February.

"Part of the reason for renovat-
ing Building 16 and 56 is to house
some of the people from Building
20," which is scheduled to be taken
down in the spring of 1998, said
Director of Planning O. Robert
Simha MCP '57. Most of the offices
in the building are scheduled to be
moved into Building 16 once the
renovations there are finished.

Building 20 is being demolished
so that MIT can take it down and
"reuse the site more effectively and
efficiently," said Nancy Joyce, pro-
ject manager for Beacon
Construction Company, which is the
outside contractor for the project.

In addition .to these moves the
Department of Linguistics and
Philosophy will move into the

Planning on the third floor of
Building 7. This included the con-
struction of the Frank Stella confer-
ence room with Stella's mural
Loohoomooloo, which was donated
by Elliot K. Wolk ' 57.

The final phase of the project
created new studio space in
Building 7 and provided exhibition
and social space around the dome at
the top of the building.

"These are excellent old buil -
ings. With a little bit of judicious
use we can rehabilitate them and
make them extremely pleasant and
functional for modem use,"
Mitchell said.

The space around the dome was
designed to be social space for the
school and is home to the new
Architecture and Planning Cafe.

Part of the project was to make
the. dome visible from the fourth
floor of Building 7. This was done to
make it the "symbolic center of the
space and school," Mitchell said.

By Stacey E. Blau
EDITOR IN CHIEF

A series of events starting today
and continuing through the weekend
with alumni and some current' stu-
dents will represent the beginning
stages of the work of the task forces
on student life and learning.

The task forces, an initiative of
Dean for Undergraduate Education
Rosalind H. Williams, are charged
with examining closely MIT's edu-
cational mission and evaluating its'

Alumni, .Leaders Meet
For New Task Force

ake C anges Around Campus
September 20 1996

Building 20 may actually be coming
to fruition in only a year and a half.

The renovation of the fourth
floor of Building 7 is the last phase
of the School of Architecture and
Planning's plan to "move the
Department of Architecture back to
its traditional home," said William
1. Mitchell, dean of the school archi-
tecture and planning.

When Mitchell arrived at MIT
four years ago, he found "fragments
[of the school] all over the place."
He subsequently began work on
developing a long-term plan to
move the architecture department
away from its location at the time,
Buildings 5 I and 52.

"Essentially, we tried to go back
to the fundamental logic of the
buildings and get modem services
into them," Mitchell said. These ser-
vices included better lighting and
computer workstations for comput-
er-aided design, he said.

School was systematically moved
The first phase of the project

involved the renovation of the
dean's office.

The second phase focused on the
construction of studio spaces, faculty
offices, and laboratory space for the
Building Technology Program on the
fourth floors of Buildings 5 and 10.

The third phase targeted the cre-
ation new space for the headquarters
for the School of Architecture and

•o
and other groups currently occupy
aroWld campus.

While renovations in Building 7
are done and changes in Building 56
come to a close in December, the
plans that have been in the works
for several decades to tear down

~.gRenova
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By Erik S. Balsley
STAFF REPORTER

A number of renovations to
buildings around the Institute will
mean not only structural changes
but also the shifting around of the
space that a number of departments

ERIK BALSLEY-THE TECH

The renovations in Building 56 begun last fall are entering their final
stages. The construction should be finished In December.

mailto:tjoyce@mit.edu.


ficed, Hodges said.
However, "if you are clever in

the way you do this, you won't have
to take away much technical con-
tent," Hodges said. "We're not try-
ing to subvert the things that MIT is
good at" doing, he said

For example, the practica would
add only a few units to a student's
schedule as an attachment to a
technical subject to work on stu-
dents' communication skills,
Hodges said.
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Fecal bacteria levels in the Charles River peaked at more than
12,500 times the safe level for swimming last week, according to an
article Sunday in The Boston Globe. The outbreak resulted from a
blocked sewer line that clogged and then burst, diverting raw sewage
and toilet paper into a storm drain, which leads to the river.

The highest co~centration of fecal coliform bacteria was measured
at the comer of Memorial Drive and the Larz Anderson Bridge, an area
often used by Harvard University and Northeastern University rowing
teams. Bacteria levels were 2,500 times the safe level for boating,
which is higher than that for swimming.

The break was reported Wednesday of last week by a rower who
noticed a foul smell. The pipe was plugged, and as of last Saturday
sewage was no longer entering the river.

Kate Bowditch of the Charles River Watershed Association, an
independent advocacy group monitoring the situation, said that based
on their sampling, the leak did not affect the area of the river used
frequently by MIT.

The MIT stretch of the Charles "generally meets state standards for
boating during dry weather," Bowditch said. However, even without
an accident like the rupture last week, "a storm like [Wednesday's]
will cause the river to be polluted for the next two days," she said.

The recurring problem occurs because of the old-fashioned
Cambridge plumbing system that combines storm water with untreat-
ed sewage. When storm runoff becomes too great for the system to
handle - as after a heavy rain - certain designated points, known
as combined sewer overflows, permit diluted raw sewage to leak out
into the river. There are 11 such overflows in the MIT area.

MIT Crew Director Stuart Schmill '86 said that the frequent leak-
ages have not posed much problem. "It doesn't smell too nice, but
unless it's very windy, we don't get splashed that much, so the water
doesn't pose much of a health problem," Schmill said. "No one has
gotten sick here because of it."

The use of the CSO devices violates the MassachusettsClean Water
Act, Bowditch said. But the EnvironmentalProtection Agency is work-
ing closelywith Boston and Cambridge authoritiesto eliminate them.

"It's incredibly expensive," Bowditch said. "It's probably going
to be until 2002 before they have successfully eliminated all CSOs."

Last week's contamination was the fourth major such incident
this summer, with prior outbreaks observed in Newton and Milford.

Raw Sewage Burst
Infects Charles River
By A. Arlt Husain
OPINION EDITOR

lined by the Committee on the
Writing Requirement, he said..

Propo al will offer bal nce
"One of things we are very con-

cerned with is that [students] are
overworked. We don't want to just
add another layer of work,"
Hodges said.

To accommodate the new writ-
ing classes, it would seem that
some technical content in the cur-
riculum would have to be sacri-

c-~-_.._.ca ·on Skills

tunities Program projects in the field
of BME, Kamm said.

Students from all fields of engi-
neering and science can join the
group, Lambeth said. "There was a
large percentage of biology majors
present at the meeting. They see and
understand the need to incorporate
technology to their Ilne of research."

"BME includes such a broad
range of research, from molecular
biology to all others. All majors fit
right in," Taneja said.

People are confused about what
BME is, and "one of our goals is to
inform people of the possibilities
this area of research can offer,"
Lambeth said.

got a great technical education, they
found they were at a 10 s compared
to a lot of their cohorts in their jobs
regarding communication kills,"
Hodges said.

"If in the long-run you want to
do interesting things in science and
engineering, you are going to have
to convince other people what
you're doing is important," said
CUP Chair Charles Stewart Ill,
associate professor of political sci-
ence.

"It is the power of the language
in grant proposals that get scientists
funding," Stewart said.

Many humanities subjects cur-
rently offered do not give studen~
enough feedback on their writing
skills, Stewart said. So new subjects
will have to be created or the old
ones adjusted to fit the model out-

e•
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Melissa J. Lambeth '97, Hemant Taneja '97, and Isaac George '97
founded the Biomedical Engineering Society.

"The goal of the society is to
give students a forum to learn about
what BME has to offer them from
professionals in the field," Griffith-
Cima said.

More than 200 freshmen
expressed interest at the academic
and. activities midw~ys during
Residence and Orientation Week,
Kamm said.

"The society's goal is mainly to
provide services to students who are
interested in BME as a career,"
Kamm said.

BMES will compile student
resumes and send them to compa-
nies and will also create a list of
Undergraduate Research Oppor-

Alumni input sways committee
In conceiving its proposal, the

committee considered responses
from alumni regarding their educa-
tion and preparation for the work-
place, Hodges said.

Alumni "felt that although they

ewWriting
Writing, from Page I their opinions about the proposal,

Hodges aid.
The first such meeting might be

held in a large auditorium, and sub-
sequent ones might be held in spe-
cific dormitories or independent liv-
ing groups so students could
interact with committee members in
an informal environment, Hodges
said.

"I am sure there are things we
haven't thought of that the under-
graduates can. help us with," he
said.
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students put a lot of work and
enthusiasm into their major field. If
it isn't [made] clear that writing
skills are important:' then students
will not improve those skills,
Hodges said.

Students could theoretically sat-
isfy the yearly communication class
requirement in a number of ways,
including taking specialized writing
courses, seminars, or classes in their
department that incorporate "practi-
ca," six-unit subjects that integrate
communication skills with the mate-
rial in a traditionally technical field,
Hodges said.

Members of the committee are
planning to hold a series of informa-
tional sessions starting in October at
.which students will be able to voice

One year after the creation of the
Biomedical Engineering minor, the
Biomedical Engineering Society
held its first meeting last week with
about 70 students in attendance.

BMES, which is part of a nation-
al society, was started this spring
because "there are lots of students at
MIT interested in [Biomedical
Engineering] and they don't know
the huge number of resources that

• MIT has," said Isaac George '97,
one of the founders of the group.
"One way to help them is to have a
student club."

Biomedical engineering includes
any branch of engineering -
including electrical, mechanical,
and chemical - that is applied to
solving problems in biology, said
Associate Professor of Chemical
Engineering Linda G. Griffith-
Cima, who is one of the co-chairs of
the minor. "The field's basic goal is
usually a therapeutic one."

Director of the Center for BME
Douglas A. Lauffenburger spoke
about the different research projects
avalIable in the field at the society's
first meeting.

BMES will hold its second meet-
ing on Oct. 2, with another guest
speaker.

BMES was started this spring by
George, Melissa J. Lambeth '97,
Hemant Taneja '97, and Hank M.
Link '97. The society's faculty advi-
sor is Professor of Mechanical
Engineering Roger D. Kamm
PhD '77, the associate director of

., the Center for BME.

By Shang-Un Chuang
NEWS EDITOR

Biomedical Society Sparks Interest
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Student interest in BME is up
BMES was originally started

about four years ago, but because of
a lack of interest, it faded out of
existence, Kamm said.

The new minor helped to raise
interest in the group again, Kamm
said. .

"The way engineering interfaces
with biology is changing, and there
is a huge number of student inter-
ested in this field, " Griffith-Cima

~' said.
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eaching, MaIlII:ers at MIT
The system gave freshmen an idea
of the humanities a a sy tematic,
organized discipline, like phy ics.

"Like the ile, it had a main
cour e to it. That began to fall apart
- just as the ile goes into a delta
- back in the 1960s. There's no
ense of what MIT believes an edu-

cated per on ought to know."

cademic RIO shaped by tenure
Given his concern with educa-

tion, it's no surprise that Merritt has
al 0 been an advocaJe of increasing
the importance of academic RIO.
Merritt helped develop many of the
orientation programs that have
become symbols of RIO Week. One
program, Project Move Off Your
Assumption, or MOY A, was
named for Merritt's colleague Moya
L. Verzhbinsky.

"She calls in from time to time
to see if we still do it," said Merritt.
"The question for me is whether .
what we're doing is really exciting
and carries novelty, and I don't
think we really have an answer. So
we enliven it with running the
marathon and Tech Trek. It needs to
be more like dance. There's not
enough excitement.

Widely known for Charm School
Merritt is perhaps best known on

campus for founding Charm School,
a day-long program held during
JAP. The activity actually grew out
of a since-disappeared RiO program
on sexual issues, "How to Give a
Woman an Orgasm."

"The idea was to release some of
that awareness building from its
RIO confines," Merritt said. "The
thing for me is to get students
engaged in things that are good for
them."

The popularity of Charm School
has led to heavy local and national
news coverage, as well as requests
from other schools for information
on the program. Merritt, however, is
more concerned with the health of
the program at MIT.

"There should also be a sus-
tained student infrastructure. We
need a student organization that will
sustain it and keep the faculty
involved," Merritt said.

A. Ramirez '99, has been working
hard to keep Pritchett open full time. \

"We placed more than 50 posters
in East Campus, Senior House, and
in Walker. We got a total of four
responses, two from freshmen, and
two upperclassmen," Saenz Otero
said. "We didn't poster west campus
because in past years, we did that
and received no responses. However,
I want to make it clear that we will
hire anyone, even if they don't know
how to turn on a grill," he said.

Aramark might take over
Pritchett's grace period is quick-

ly running out. If students can not
fill the more than 15 open positions,
there will be no choice but to bring
in outsiders for part-time jobs,
Saenz Otero said.

Aramark may come in to fin the
spots, a possibility that does not
please Saenz Otero. "The entire point
of Pritchett's is that it's student run,"
he said. "We don't need Aramark to
come in and ruin the food."

Students are alreaqy displeased
with the shorter hours. "It was only
11 p.m. and everything was closed," ,
said John Cho '99, a Senior House '
resident.

Others expressed dismay at the
possibility .that Aramark might
change Pritchett substantially.

"First they changed Lobdell
from bad to worse. Now they're
going to destroy Pritchett's. Pretty
soon, I'm going to have to go off
campus, and that's really sad," said
Julie Tsung '99.

"If Aramark comes in, the stu-
dents can only blame themselves.
We will hire anyone, absolutely
anyone," Saenz Otero said.

be banished from the Institute in
terms of teaching on a volunteer
basis."

ostalgia for the humanities core
One of the major difficulties

with the humanities program has
been the low level of difficulty,
Merritt said. Aside from a few
papers, he finds, most classes in the
field amount to little more than glo-
rified bull sessions. Merritt attribut-
es this to the belief among humani-
ties faculty that the rest of MIT is
already intense enough for students.
Humanities faculty do not provide
the sense of their subject as a sys-
tematic field of study, he believes.

"The people who teach humani-
ties, arts, and social sciences sub-
jects have not understood that when
you're playing in a hardball league,
you have to play hardball,'" Merritt
said. "They..play minister or angel
of mercy, so [their subjects] are like
a cultural side dish, a respite."

Merritt regrets the disappearance
of the humanities core, a system of
basic subjects taken by freshmen.

With Lack of Workers,
Pritchett Cuts Hours
By Dudley W. lamming

The student-run Pritchett Snack
Bar located on the second floor of
Walker Memorial has been forced
to reduce hours because of a short-
age of workers.

"We're only open about half the
time because we are severely under-
staffed," said manager Alvar Saenz
Otero '98.

The diner, which has usually
been staffed by 30 or more people,
has only 15 employees this term.
. The chief reason is that not
enough students have applied for
the jobs available, Saenz Otero said.

"The problem is that it's the start
of the term," Saenz Otero said.
"Unfortunately, many of the fresh-
men don't realize yet that they need
money. This year's freshman class
is just not participating."

Lack of staff brings short hours
This is the first year in recent

times that Pritchett has had trouble
attracting new workers. The prob-
lem has been aggravated by the
graduation of an unusually large
percentage of workers and the
departure of several juniors, Saenz
Otero said.

"We lost about 10 seniors, and
several other students stopped work-
ing here for other reasons," he said.

As a result, the Pritchett grill is
open from 6 to 11 p.m. Monday to
Friday and from noon to I 1 p.m. on
weekends.

The convenience store is still
open full time until 1 a.m. Monday
to Friday and from noon to 1 a.m.
on Saturday and Sunday.

Saenz Otero, along with Daniel
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Dean of Undergraduate Academic Affairs Travis R. Merritt.

in the Department of Efectrical
Engineering and Computer Science.

Teaching was one of Merritt's
biggest concerns when he left the
literature section of the humanities
department for the dean's office. "I
have pangs of regret and misgiv-
ings" about leaving" literature,
Merritt said. "But I'm not going to

have a large contingent" to begin
with, Rice said.

However, the departments that
had more retirees generally had
more eligible faculty members,
Bacow said. The percentage of pro-
fessors who retired was reasonably
uniforn1, he said.

"Faculty positions will be filled
carefully by .departments arui
schools, u'sing their normal careful
search processes over the next sev-
eral years," Vest said.

The replacement will take place
over the next five years, with pro-
fessorships gradually being filled as
the part-time professors depart per-
manently, Bacow said.

Ahmet Isik contributed to the
reporting oj this story.

SALOMDN

talked about was thi teaching
device called a lecture. ow they've
become dominant."

While there remain much to
improve about undergraduate edu-
cation from the tandpoint of
administration and faculty, Merritt
feels there is room for progres
among student as well. " tudents
don't fight back," Merritt said.
"They're conditioned to think the
faculty are god and that they're too
busy to talk to undergraduates."

Merritt ha beep at the forefront
of several effort f~ improve both the
quality of teaching and the format of
classes. Merritt helped found
Concourse, an alternative freshman-
year program, a well as the
Freshman Advisory Program. In spite
of the e changes, Merritt is not satis-
fied with the freshman experience.

"I'd like to see something done
to shake MIT students out of their
intellectual pas ivity, especially dur-
ing freshman year.," Merritt said.
"There's not enough to write home
about. The recitation are not small
enough; it's exposition. There's not
enough feeling among undergradu-
ate that they have a take in their
education."

Merritt has floated .everal ideas
for correcting these problems,
including a "college" of MIT,
improved incentives for teaching,
and the "very small group move-
ment," a proposal for shrinking
cIa s size on the model of tutorials

affected areas, Rice said. "They feel
stressed out because there is a lot to
do."

But many of the changes being
made through the re-engineering
process are supposed to be cutting
out time-wasting activities, Rice
said. In the long term, this should
reduce the inefficiencies of the old
system, she said.

Some department more affected
"Some departments are impacted

more heavi ly than others," said
President Charles M. Vest.

Some other areas around the
Institute, like Physical Plant, were
especially hard-hit by retirement.
Over 150 people from Physical
Plant are retiring, although "they
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Merritt, from Page 1

the first half of Merritt's dean'
office work had more to do with
operation . He helped run the fre h-
man advi ory seminar program,
admini ter the Independent
Activities Period, and coordinate
Residence and Orientation Week.

RIO wa perhaps the mo t
draining. "RIO took incredible ener-
gy - partly working with tudents
and partly hold yourself back so you
don't run roughshod over students
and impo e your will on them,"
Merritt said.

Teaching is hi biggest concern
Undergraduate teaching I

Merritt's pas ion. Hi work at the
dean's office gradually shifted during
his tenure to efforts to improve the
quality of undergraduate teaching.

In eeking this end, Merritt ha
worked with the faculty on
rede igning the freshman program
and trying to reward good teaching.
Merritt believes one of the biggest
remaining problems has to do with
the lecture format of teaching.

"A lot of teachers and students
don't know how to learn collabora-
tively. [Many times] it means pass-
ing knowledge through a tube to the
student . That' hard to beat
because there's a real foundation in
fact for treating education that way.
One of the things that MIT's
founder William Barton Rogers

Retirement, from Page 1

need some sort of continuity" and a
transition, he said.

"Previou ly, the retired profes-
sors were given the title of profe sor
emeritus and senior lecturer if they
continued teaching," Bacow said.
"We wanted a way to retain retirees
as part of the intellectual communi-
ty."

Staff members can not be hired
back in that way, Rice said. "We're
pretty much holding that we can't
ha ve more than a 50 percent
replacement" for staff, she said.

This will mean to a large extent
consolidation of work in depart-
ments. For now, "it feels like more
work" for fewer people in many

Only Half of Staff to Be Replaced



eptember 20, 1996 THE TECH Page 13

Re-engineering Will Affect Changes in Dean's Office
UAA, from Page 1

Behr '98, who attended one of the
forums.

Behr suggested one ervice the
office could offer tudents in academ-
ic trouble might be "some place with
big flashing red arrow that said, 'If
you're in trouble, go here'," he said.

Behr also mentioned the idea of
extending the associate adviser sys-
tem that exists freshman year into
the system for upperclassmen.

Replacing Merritt may be tough
There was some discussion of can-

didate at the meeting , but mo tly in
a general way, William aid. It was
not about 'here' the per on who
should replace Travi '," he aid.

orne tudent did ha e ideas on
specific candidates, though. 'We
thought that the housemasters would
be perfect" candidate ,Behr aid.

Finding a replacement for
Merritt may prove difficult in that
his position was "defined 0 much
in terms of personality," Williams
said. Merritt has a number of special
ties to program - like the fre h-
man advi ory seminars - that have
defined his tenure as dean.

His job require an ability to
interact with student on a number
of levels. "It' really not omething
where you place a job de cription"
for a replacement, he said.

William aid that he will be
con idering whether or not to have
additional forums for input on the
selection process. "The student
forums were really very ucce ful,"
Williams said. 'There was a lot of
discussion ... a lot of feedback."

Re-engineering to shape UE A
The pa t two year have seen

con iderable turnover in the Office

of Undergraduate Education and
Student Affairs and now UAA,
which i a part of UE A. Williams
took office a little over a year ago
and Dean for tudent Life Margaret
R. Bate arrived just last winter.

The big change do not bother
Williams. "The turnover is nothing
unu ual," she said. These are offices
"where people start out and go on to
other thing ."

The offices will experience orne
degree of re tructuring as a result of
the re-engineering proces,
Williams said. When considering
the offices' future direction and any

change that may be made, "we
don't want to get ahead of the deci-
sion-making process" of re-engi-
neering, she said.

"Re-engineering is going to have
some effect on the shape of the
office," Merritt said. Hopefully, it
will mean changes that centralize
mechanical processes and paper-
work in the office and allow deans
"more time to sit down face-to-face
with students," he said.

In the mean time, the process
itself is "drawing people from the
office" to actually participate in re-
engineering, Merritt said. "That's

Great
Esca es
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or as ow as $109
from MasterCard

and United Airlines!
Take Off For The Weekend With United Airlines

And Return Monday Or lUesday To Get Substantial
Savings When You Use Your MasterCard@ Card.
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Promo Code: AV0096
Ticket Designator: AV0096
Travel Complete: May 15,1997

U ITED
AIRLI ES

Agency Ticketing Instructions:
See S*PMA/AV0096 for detailed information
Treat as Type 'A' discount coupon
Fare Basis Code: VE14NWKD

VE14NWKV for travel between zones A & C
Use Ticket Designator: AV0096
Endorsement Boxes: VALID UAL ONLY/Non-RetiNa Itin
Changes
UAL-ATO/CTO Ticketing Instructions: see S*PMO/AV0096

not be sold, bartered or purchased.
Ticketing Restrictions: Non-refundable. Nontransferable after ticketing.
Changes in origin/destination not permitted. Travel dates MAY BE revalidated
for $50.00 fee.
@199l>MasterCard Inte!nalionallncorporated
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To make r.eservations, call United at 1-800-241-6522
or your travel professional.

Please reference Weekender Zone Fare Certificate AV0096.

I 8 016 5003 000021 7 I

Carrier: United Airlines/Shuttle by UnitedlUnited Express only.
Routing: Roundtrip or Open Jaw within the 48 contiguous United States,
excluding travel to/from IUCO.
Travel Dates: September 15, 1996 through May 15, 1997.
TRAVEL MUST BE COMPLETED BY MIDNIGHT, May 15,1997.
Ticket Dates: September 1, 1996 through December 31, 1996.
No Travel: 1996: Nov. 23-26, Nov. 30-Dec. 3, Dec. 21-24.
1997: Mar. 22-25, Mar. 29-Apr. 1; Apr. 5-8,12-15.
(Or blackouts restricted on the fare purchased, whichever is more restrictive.)
Booking: Must be confirmed roundtrip in V class; no open segments permitted.
Advance Purchase: Within 24 hours of making the reservations at least 14
days prior to departure.
Minimum/Maximum Stay: saturday night stay required.
Mileage Plus Accrual: Yes
Ticketing: E-Ticketing only (electronic ticketing service).
TaxeslService Charges: All fees, taxes and surcharges, including passenger
facility charges, are the responsibility of the user and must be paid at ticketing.
Certificate Restrictions: Accept original certificate only. Non-extendible,
non-combinable with any other coupon, certificate, discount, bonus upgrade,
Mileage Plus award, promotional offers or tickets for group travel. Not
replaceable if lost or stolen. Protection for flight irregularities will be on
United/Shuttle by UnitedlUnited Express flights only. Discount applies to new
purchases only. Seats are capacity controlled and must be available in the
required booking inventory at the time reservations are confirmed. Coupon
has no cash or refund value and is void if altered or duplicated. Coupon may

Use Your MasterCard@Card
For Great Savings On United Airlines.

$129
$189
$269
$189
$109

Roundtrip Rates
Within Zone A or B
Between Zone A & Zone B
Between Zone A & Zone C
Between Zone B & Zone C
Within Zone C
Not valid for travel to/from IUCO/AK/HI.

-----------------------------~.--------,1Weekender Zone Fare Certificate
I

To enjoy these low Weekender Zone Fares - plus earn Mileage Plus@
credit on your trip - just call your travel professional or United to reserve
your flight and redeem your certificate.
To receive these savings, use your MasterCar~ card to purchase an
E- Ticketsu between September 1, 1996 and December 31, 1996 for travel
between September 15, 1996 and May 15, 1997. Outbound travel must
originate on flights departing on saturday. Return travel good on flights
returning on Monday (An exception for travel between Zones A and C,
return travel may take place on Tuesday).

Zone Definitions:
Zone A - AL, AR, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, lA, IN, KY, LA, MA, MO, ME,
MI, MN, MO, MS, NC, NH, NJ, NY, OH, PA, RI, SC, TN, VA, VT, WI, WV
Zone B - 10,KS, MT, NO, NE, NM, OK, SO, TX, UT, WY
Zone C - AZ, CA, NV, OR, WA
Not valid for travel to/from IUCO/AK/HI.,
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Good for roundtrip travel.
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• A PRE-FAST MEAL will be served at Hiflel on Sunday, 4:00 pm.
Reserve & pay by Sept. 18. Payment with valldine or cash.

$3.00
$2.75
$2.50
$2.25
$2.10
$5.00

Rates per Insertion per unit of
35 words
MIT cOJ7l1Tlunity:

1 insertion
2-3 insertions
4-5 insertions
6-9 insertions
10 or more insertions

All other advertisers
~

• Travel

Spring Break '97 - Sell Trips, eam
cash, and go free. STS is hiring
Campus Reps/Group Organizers to
promote trips to Cancun, Jamaica,
and Florida. Call 800-648-48"49 for
information on joining America's #1
Student Tour Operator .

AdV PoUdes
Classified ads are due at 5 p.m.
two days before day of publication,
and must be prepaid and
accompanied by a complete
address and phone number. Send
or bring ads, with payment. to W2Q.
483 (84 Mass. Ave., Room 483,
Cambridge, MA 02139). Account
numbers for Mil departments
accepted. Sorry, no -personal. ads.
Contact our office for more details
at 258-8324 (fax: 258-8226) or
ads@\he-tech.mit.edu.

Free Trips & Cash! Find out how hun-
dreds of student representatives are
already earning free trips and lots of
cash with America's #1 Spring Break
company! Sell only 15 trips and trav-
el free! Cancun, Bahamas, Mazatlan,
Jamaica or Florida!Campus Manager
positions also available. Call now!-
Take a break student travel (800)95-
BREAK!

• Announcements

Gay and ,Jewish Am Tikva is holding
high holyday services at Hebrew
College 43 Hawes St., Brookline:Kol
Nidre 7:30 pm; Yom Kippur morning
10:00-am;Yizkor/Neilah and Kosher
Break-fast 6:00pm. Take MBTA 'C'
Train and get off at 'Hawes Street'
stop. Hebrew college is one block off
Beacon StreeLCall 926-2536 for
more info.

GLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

• For Sale

• Services OHered

Do you need to: A) lose Weight B)
Feel more energy C) Make more
money D) Have better health E) All of
the above If you answered yes to any
of the above .... Call 553-1420.

Students make $5,000 each and
every week with our unique method.
Guaranteed free information. No
experience required. Rush long SASE
to: DJR Marketing, PO Box 120206-
MIT3, San Antonio, TX 78212

• Help Wanted

Pentium computer: 12o-MHz, 16-MB
RAM,1.3-GB HD, 8-Speed CD
ROM,Sound Card,1-MB VRAM,28.8
Fax/Modem,14" SVGA Monitor,1-
Year Warranty: $1.,280.0r design
your own computer. Brand name
parts available. 617-396-9309.

Paid Intemshlps. Expanding Back
Bay Multimedia development firm
seeks computer programming intems
with HTMl, Perl/CGI, Visual Basic or
C++/Java knowledge, and graphic
designers with Director 5.0, or
20/30 computer graphics experience
preferred. Call 617-437-6800.

'Jungle' Mayan nylon' hammock!
Ideal for camping, sailing, dorm, etc.
Free compass flashtite with order.
$39.95 plus $5.00 shipping.Ph: 904
441 4832 Fax 904 441 5172.
Hammocks, Etc. Visa-Master Card
accepted ..

• Information

Personal Computers. Shopping and
delivery at your doorstep. Check out
our 'Roadrunners Series'. Visit:
http://www.asacomputers.com "

1

• Housing
Nice 3Br Apt quiet neighborhood
mod. -B&K 2 Porches,2 ceiling fans
w/w.3' mi'nute walk for bus
#80;96,94 for Harvard & Davis
Square.Near shopping west Medford
looking for 3 or 4 professional 10
50+. Call 393-4827 or leave mes-
sage 1 800 564 1234 x958 Anal
ASAP

.'

R~ ORl.VI
SE VIOES

MJ.T. Chapel

Sunday, Sept. 22, 7:00 pm
Monday, Sept. 23 10:00 am & 5:15 pm

SERVATIVE
SBRVIOES

Kresge little Theatre

Sunday, Sept. 22, 6:15 pm
Monday, Sept. 23 9:00 am & 4:45 pm

• A break-fast will be held following Ne'llah services in the Kresge
Auditorium lobby for participants of all services.

• MI T HI LLEL sponsors the above events. For a schedule of our
general events, stop by or give us a call or visit us at

40 Massachusetts Ave., Bldg. W11 #253-2982.

':-~/,

• TICKETS ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL SUNDAY EVENING KOL NIDRE
SERVICES. Tickets are available for all students. Holiday tickets can

be obtained at M.I.T Hillel through Friday and in Lobby 10 Sept. 18 & 19.

00

, \

The RAD new way to build
applications in C++.
Optima++™ Developer is the first rapid applica-
tion uevelopment tool to combine the produc-
tivity of a component-based client! erver envi~
ronment. with the pertorrnance and power of
the industry-standard. obje(:t-oriented C+. lan-

AB .. .-y guage. With drag-and-drop programming. 'earn-
less integration of .,\ctiveXcomponents. over
150pre-built components and classes. robust
just-in-time debuAAing. and the built-in 'yhase'
SQL Anywhere" database, you~1start develop-
ing seriolls app . immediately.
So stop poring over C++ manuals. Visit your
ne-.ue .t Micro Center and get Optima++ today!

TNI COIit"UTI" 01'."' •• '" STOIt.-

cambridge 727 Memorial Drive cambridge, MA (617) 234-6400 1-800-395-2525
www.powersoft.com

..... :.

'----------------------------------------------~. ~

http://www.asacomputers.com
http://www.powersoft.com
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If you like sports, we all want
to hear what you think!

Join The Tech

PAKSMIT Conference on

50 Years of Pakistan:

Information Session
Monday, September.23, 1996

7 - 9 p.m.
Room 4-145

FlIGHT NOW, VLSI ENGINEERS RAE
CREATING TECHNDLOG~ ,SOLUTIONS
FOR REAL. WORLD CHRLLENGES" ..

VLSITechnology, Inc.,
a leading designer and manufacturer

of application-specific integrated circuits (ASICs)
and application-specific standard prodUCts (ASSPs),

is hosting an

If you are Interelted In Intervi wing with UI during on.c~~pul Interview.
or just want to learn more about VLSI,please JOIn us

PizZa and lodas will be lerved

Session I : 1l:OOam-12:30pm - Keyn te speaker: Am ~sador Maleeha Lodhi
Lunch break: 12:30pm-l:15pm
Session II : 1:30pm-3: 15pm - Prof. Eqbal hmad, of. nwar Syed, Dr. Kimat Khattak

Light lunch will be available during lunch br,eak.

For further information, contact Rizwan Gul (rgul@mit.edu,617-576-4702).

Sponsored by Pakistani Students Association at MIT (PAKSMIT) and Center of 11Iternational studies, MIT.

The team experienced several
major transitions over the summer.
The team lost a couple of good play-
ers with last year's graduating class.
A solid group of new freshman has
joined, and a basis for future devel-
opment is definitely in place.

Coach Jack Barry retired after
having been with the team for more
than 20 years. Assistant Coach Joe
Kuchta temporarily took ~ver the
responsibilities as coach.

At the same time, the team has
been lucky to find Bob Hayes as a
new assistant coach and presumably
head coach in the future.

Hayes has played a lot of golf,
and at one point he contemplated
going pro. He has also had a signifi-
cant amount of teaching experience.

holding Wentworth to only three
runs. The Engineers were led at the
plate by Baldemar Mejia '97, who
had three hits and three runs batted
in and by Morales, who had a three-
run homer and four runs batted in.

Eddie Rivas '97, Steve Vetere
'97, Pete Gustafson '99, and David
Piho '00 also joined in on the offen-
sive attack. In the second game,
pitchers Tyler Pope '99 and Jason
Szuminski '00 allowed only four
runs.

The Engineers were led at the
plate by Chris Albrecht '00, who
had two hits including a three-run
triple in the bottom of the sixth to
put the team ahead for good. Nate
Burnham '00, Ethan Goetz '00, and
Jack Gallagher '99 also contributed
at the plate. Catcher Paul Collins
'98 picked up the slack, catching
both ends of the doubleheader while
knocking out a few hits.

The Engineers are away this
weekend at Babson College, where
they will playa twin bill at noon
tomorrow.

Golf, from Page 16

Golf Team
Places 19th
At Dartmouth

After setting the MIT record for
most regular season wins last year
with a 20-12 record, the Engineers
started off the fall season right
where they left off by sweeping
Wentworth Institute of Technology
13-3 in the first game and 7-4 in the
second.

In the .first game, pitchers' Joel
Morales '99 and Randy Graeb-
ner '00 combined for 12 strikeouts,

Harriers
Disappoint
In 7thPlace
Cross-Country, from Page 16

Baseball Demolishes
Wentworth 13-3,7-4

Women's X-Conntry
fioUnces RPI, WPI
By Lauren Klatsky place with a time of 19:33. ot far
TEAM MEMBER behind was Shue-Fen Tung '00 who

The women's cross country team crossed the finish line after .20:00.
began its season last Saturday with a Debbie Won '00 and Robin Evans
spectacular performance that earned '99 were the two final corers for
them the coveted Engineers' Cup. MIT in seventh and eighth place

Having lost the title last ear to with times of20:47 and 20:52.
Rochester Polytechnic Institute by a The harriers' depth was demon-
six-point margin, MIT definitively strated by Eve Phillips '98, Leah
avenged their opponent by a score ichols '00, and Tanya Zelevinsky
of 23-43. Wocester Polytechnic '99 who rounded out the top eight
Institute placed last in the .tri-meet within the first 12 places.
with 69 points. Coach Joe Sousa thought the

The meet took place under sunny team had some outstanding times
skies at Saratoga Springs State Park for such an early part of the season.
in upstate New York. After preview- In fact, Eisenberg had a school
ing the course before the race, the record on the RPI course.
women felt confident they could han- Sousa said that "the team has
die the flat but challenging terrain. adapted well to the rigors of our
MIT jumped out in front from the training program." With many
start and held onto the lead until the returning veterans and some talent-
finish. Janis Eisenberg '98 was the ed newcomers, the women look for-
overall winner with a time of 19:08. ward to an impressive season. MIT

MIT's second finisher was travels to the UMass-Dartmouth
Lauren Klatsky '97 who took third Invitational next week.

(42nd, 27: 10), Chris McGuire '00
(44th, 27: 12), and team captain Dan
Helgesen '97 (58th, 27:38), rounded
out the team's scoring five.

~ Gabe White '00 from San Diego
was perhaps the most pleasant sur-
prise, recording a lifetime best of
27:57 for-five miles and finishing as
the team's seventh man after being
13th just a week before.

Head Coach Halston Taylor
expressed disappointment in the
team's performance. Having put
together the most challenging season
schedule in 15 'years, Taylor felt that
the team has the talent to succeed at
this higher level of competition.

"Things should improve dramat-
~cally in the next two weeks .. If not,
rt will be a very long season with
the schedute that we have," Taylor
said. "I know we have a good team,
but they have to develop more pride
when it comes to letting teams run
all over you."

The Engineers will get their
chance to rebound this Saturday
when they travel to Lewiston, Maine
for a tri-meet with Bates College and
Tufts University. Tufts, ranked 23rd
in the nation in a pre-season
Division III poll, won the Amherst
Invitational on Saturday, while
fates finished 9th at Dartmouth.

By Joel Morales
_TEAM MEMBER
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en's Tennis Drops One to SkidtBore, Beats TuftS

SRI International

Opportunities for Research and Development

Broco m ot Too Shabby at 9--4
In Wild Wee in the NFL

Team co-captain Sarah Kringer
'97 said she thinks that "the team
shows a lot of promi e." She added
that the team has a lot of good fre h-
men who will add depth to the team.

The match was also the first for t
Kelle as head coach of the
women's team. She comes to MIT
after coaching the Harvard
University and Brown University
junior var ity teams.

Keller said that she enjoys
coaching at MIT and finds that her
players have "pretty good attitudes"
toward tennis. They also have a
"good perspective on tennis and
academics," she said.

Team beats Tufts 5-4
After meeti-ng Skidmore on

Saturday, the team faced a tradition
ally strong opponent, Tufts
University, on Tuesday at home.
Once again because of the persistent
rain, these games were also played
in the indoor tennis facility.

The team played very well and
ended up winning the match 5-4.
The first doubles team of Nakamura
and Humphrey won their match
earning MIT its first point.

First player Nakamura and sec-
ond player Youn once again showed
their strength and won their matches
in straight sets. Fifth player Kringe,) ~
easily beat her Tufts opponent.

Facing tough opponents, both
Humphrey and Ramirez lost their
matches in straight sets. Although
she lost her match, team co-captain
Lily Koo '97 played three tough
sets against her opponent.

The team will have their next
home match today at 4 p.m. against
Colby College.

Cross-Country, Page IS

caught napping in the early going
and found themselves having to
fight their way through the large
field of 130 runners, many of whom
were not to be caught.

Mike Parkins '99 led the team
with his 22nd place finish, clocking
26:26 over the hilly five-mile
course. Parkins, the winner of the
Alumni Race, worked his way past
at least 40 opponents in the final
three miles. ");

Arnold Seto G followed quickly
in his wake, taking 28th place, just
12 seconds behind. Leif Seed '99

Sixth player eda Ramirez '00,
earned MIT its one point by defeat-
ing her opponent in straight sets 7-("
6-3. The other player on the team
al 0 put in trong efforts against the
aggressive Skidmore team. First
player Mealani akamura '00 and
econd player MichelJe Y-oun '()() in

particular played well in their fir t
matches for MIT with scores of 6-4,
6-1 and 6-4, 6-3 re pectively in
their matches.

akamura was able to hold her
own well against Skidmore player -
Jamie Levine, who competed in last
year' CAA Division III ational
Championship.

Given that the lineups for the
doubles matches were announced
the aftetnoon of the match, the
matches were played well and the
players were able to hang on to
Skidmore for most of them.

"Skidmore is a tough team to
playas a first game," said coach
Merilee Keller. In their previous two
matches, Skidmore has beaten the
University of Vermont (9-0) and
Saint Lawrence University (5-4).

"They're a hard-hitting, aggres-
sive team," Keller said. She said she
was pleased with how the MIT
players "hung in there pretty well."

The players also appeared satis-
fied despite the loss. "The team is
playing quite well," said team mem-
ber Nora Humphrey '98. But "we
may need to. touch up and refine a
few things," she added.

Keller expressed similar senti-
ments. The team is still "a little
rough at the edges," she said. "If we
had played [Skidmore] at the end of
the season, we would have been
better," she said.

By Thom S. Hunter

The men's cross country team
opened its season with a modest
seventh place finish in the
Dartmouth College Invitational on
Saturday.

Division I powers Dartmouth and
Boston University finished first and
second with 50 and 59 points, respev
tively, with defending Division III
national champion Williams College
taking third with 91 points. MIT's
score was a disappointing 185.

The Engineers, who had looked
very good in the previous week-
end's annual Alumni Race; were

Men's Cross Country ,_
•Places 7th at Dartmouth

Golf Team Finishes 19th
At Middlebury Tournament
By Morten W. Hoegh pleased everybody with a solid 89.
TEAM MEMBER Morten W. Hoegh '98 suffered fr

The varsity golf team opened its a bad cold, and his score did not
fall season at Middlebury Co))ege in count. The combined score of 339 .
Vermont this past weekend in the after day one put MIT tied in 13th
annual Duke Nelson Tournament. place out.
The team finished a modest 19th out The weather on Sunday wors-
of25 teams. ened slightly but still does not

Middlebury College has its own explain the worse scores produced
on-campus course, which was in by the Engineers. Talbot was still
very good condition. There wer.e the low man with 85, Kim and
some tricky holes, but in general the Henderson both shot 88, but
holes were rather short. Grayson ended up with a disap-

The greens were sma)) and not pointing 93. The players had lost
elevated and, because of the rain, some of the short touch compared to
quite soft. In other words, the con- Saturday, but that does not full
dition of the course invited the describe the difference in perf<
players to come up with some low mance.
scores. The team score on Sunday was

The big surprise of the touma- 354, producing a total of 693. This
ment was freshman Craig Talbot placed MIT at 19th place overall.
'00. On Saturday, in excellent Skidmore Co))ege won the tourna-
weather and playing conditions, he ment with an impressive total score
played the par 71 course in 80 of598.
strokes. This was we)) above every- The Middlebury tournament was
body's expectations, and promises slightly disappointing overall but
well for the future. nevertheless ensured the golfers that

Jay Grayson '97, the new team the team has the potential to be
captain, came in with 82, Young E. strong this year.
Kim '98 shot 88 and toumament-
debutant Dan Henderson '98 Golf, Page ; I

Amherst treet to the J.B. Carr
Indoor Tenni Facility.

A women's collegiate tennis
match con ists of three double
matches and six ingles matches.
Each match won earns a point. In
order to win the overall match, a
team must win five of the nine points.

week. Look for the Eagles to soar higher than the
Falcons.

I know the Bills looked bad Monday night
against the Steelers, but Dallas looked worse.
Buffalo will pull out a low scoring game over the
Cowboys (disclaimer: This is, of course, a matter of
principle more than of logical rationale).

In a toss up, I take Detroit over da Bears just
becau e I think Barry Sanders is going to have a
crazy game.

I like Minnesota. Unfortunately, Green Bay is on
a roll. Take the Packers.

Denver will be led by a heroic John Elway
against Kansas City in a battle of undefeated teams
in the AFC West.

ew Orleans will beat Arizona.
The Jets were formerly the only team bad enough

to be mistakenly labeled as New Jersey. The Giants
continue to amaze me. The N.J. Jets are inept. The

.J. Giants are inepter.
The Raiders will look downright great against

San Diego.
Washington is a surprising team. Watch the

'Skins surprise St. Loius this Sunday.
San Francisco, Carolina. Hmmm ...
Seattle will barely escape the wrath of. .. Tampa

Bay?
Monday Night special: The Colts played a gutsy

game knocking off the Cowboys, and Miami seemed
to struggle against the N.J. Jets. I must take the
Dolphins, however, because of the Jimmy Factor.

Season record: 9-4
Author' note: This column is written in good

faith and good fun. It is not meant to offend anyone
in particular too much. With this in mind, I would
gladly address comments, questions, and complaints
at jondoe@res.HARVARD.edu.

• Analogi digital design

• Signal andlor image processing
algorithms and information theory

• Computational physics

• Scientific computing using super
computers and Massively Parallel
Processors

• Space, atmospheric and oceano-
graphic phenomenology

• Electromagnetic processes

SRI International is an equal oppor-
tunity employer. U.S. citizenship
required. Applicants selected will be
subject to a security investigation and
must meet eligibility requirements for
access to classified information. .

Please mail, fax or e-mail your
resume to:

Jeanie Tooker, SRJ International
333 Ravenswood Ave., Dept. 717RA
Menlo Park, CA 94025
Fax: (415) 859-4222
E-mail: jean_tooker@qm.sri.com

EOE/M/F/D/V.

Tufts University on Tuesday.
In spite of the initial loss, the

Engineer showed the trength on
which they hope to build throughout
the eason.

Because of inclement weather
on aturday, the game were moved
from the tenni courts along

Column by Chris Brocoum

There are few things in my life that I truly regret.
My failure to put any money down last week and call
9 out of 13 games breaks my heart. Of course, a I

said before, I am a sport man
and not a bettor, and I therefore
derive my satisfaction simply
from the fact that I was right a
whole lot more than I was

wrong. I am a modest man, a 9-4 week mcans only,
in thc words of Ali, "I am the greatest."

Enough gloating - on to the important stuff, like
the fact that Dallas lost to Indianapolis. Why i it I
get thc feeling that Barry Switzer's relationship with
Jcrry Jone might be headed down the toilet? I mean,
if Washington has a better record than Dallas ...

More important stuff: Pittsburgh blasted Buffalo.
Despite being gutted through free agency after. ..
urn ... losing the uperbowl, the Steelers are starting
to click. Kordell Stewart and Jerome Bettis were
looking good.

The other great surprise of the week (barely a rip-
ple compared to Dallas capsizing, but important
nonetheless) was the way Green Bay stomped San
Diego in what had been billed as a close game. The
way Green Bay is playing, the Packers have declared
themselves the team to beat in the Fe.

Disclaimer: Few things in life ever live up to
cxpectations, and therefore all those of you expect-
ing anothcr 9-4 week might have to settle for a Iou y
8-5. The picks, week four:

ew England with a new-looking Drew Bledsoe
and a new-found offense will easily dispatch of the
struggling Jaguar .

Philadelphia looks good, especially with Rodney
Peetc and Ricky Waters getting things together last

By Erik S. Balsley
STAFF REPORTER

The women's tennis team played
it fir t home match thi past
Saturday, 10 ing 8-1 against a
strong kidmore College team in a
non-conference match. The team
came back with a 5-4 win against

Positions for Research Engineers,
Physicists, and Computer Science
professionals offer opportunities to
participate in challenging and very
advanced research on visible-IR-
microwave remote sensing, physical
phenomena and related signal
processing algori thms as well as
participation in analogi digital design
process.

SRI International is a world-renowned
scientific and engineering research
organization. The Applied Electro-
magnetics and Optics Laboratory at
SRI International, is now recruiting
for exceptionally talented scientists and
engineers to participate in a variety of
remote sensing, optical and commercial
electronics programs.

• Terrestrial or deep space remote
sensing with electro-optics, radars,
and radiometers.

We invite you to apply for these
positions if you have a degree in
Physics, Engineering, Meteorology,
Computing Sciences or other related
fields. You should also have
demonstrated innovative approaches to
scientific research and computational
problems, good communication skills,
a publication record, and experience in
serval of the following areas:

mailto:jondoe@res.HARVARD.edu.
mailto:jean_tooker@qm.sri.com
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