
10 Ways to 
Improve your SEO Today

Learn how you can improve your SEO  today in 10 easy to follow steps.



Welcome 

Welcome to Flothemes 10 Ways to Improve your SEO 

Today. 

In this document we explain 10 different ways in which 

you can improve your overall SEO performance, included 

steps and details on how to do so. We highly recommend 

starting now, rather than later, the sooner you start to 

make updates and improvements to your site for SEO the 

sooner you’ll be able to start ranking higher in search 

results.
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1. Image
Optimization

Optimizing Existing Images

Image optimization is one of the most important thing 

any photographer, in fact anyone can do to help boost 

SEO performance. Site speed is an important factor for 

rankings, improving overall site speed can help boost 

your sites rankings. Image optimization tends to be one 

of the main reasons users site perform slowly. You should 

review your highest performing pages, and then optimize 

the images here to help increase the ranking.

The easiest method is to use a service such as Imagify 
then offer one time or monthly services to optimize your 

site images. If you’ve already uploaded your images to 

the web, I’d suggest using the One Time services to allow 

them to optimize your existing site images. 

You can also get their WordPress plugin and optimize 

your images on your site directly. Again you’ll most likely 

need an account, or need to buy credits to optimize a 

larger number of images on the site.

For those of you who have already uploaded hundreds, 

or even thousands images to your site, all hope is not 

lost. There are several ways that you can optimize existing 

images on your site to improve performance. 

Imagify

Check out Imagify. https://imagify.io/pricing/

https://imagify.io/pricing/



Ting PNG Plugin
Uploading New Images

You can also use the TING PNG WordPress plugin and 

API to optimize existing images. You’ll most likely 

need a paid account (if you have more than 500 

images). Once you sign up for the API you can auto-

matically optimize 500 images for free when uploading 

images to your site. Make sure that the dimensions of 

the images are correct before uploading. Don’t 

upload 6000px width images, it’s just not required for 

99% of websites.

Ting PNG Web

TinyPNG is a free web app that uses smart lossy com-

pression to reduce the size of your PNG or JPEG files. 

All you have to do is go to their website, and upload 

your images and they will automatically compress the 

image, and give you the download link or zip file. 

With the free version you can upload a maximum of 20 

images at one time with a 5mb per image limit. If your 

images are larger, you’ll need the pro version.

Via FTP

If you’re more technically minded, you can even do 

this yourself via FTP. Please make a back up of your 

website before attempting to do this, or create a full 

restore point via your hosting panel, including the 

contents folder. Download the full contents folder, 

making sure to keep the same structure as before, use 

one of the image optimization tools available such as 

JPEG Mini, then re-upload the folders via FTP to the 

same location, replacing the existing content.

Other tools for image optimization

For uploading new images, check out our ultimate 
guide to saving images for the web. In this guide we 

explain how you can choose the best size for the 

images on your site, with some recommended image 

sizes for blog posts and galleries.

There are several tools that can also assist with opti-

mizing your images before uploading them to the 
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JPEG Mini

JPEGmini uses a recompression technology which 

significantly reduces the size of images without affect-

ing their quality. You can use their web version for 

free, or purchase the tool for your Mac or computer. 

The Pro version of JPEG Mini offers a LightRoom 

extension that will automatically add further compres-

sion when exporting from LightRoom, for photogra-

phers we highly recommend taking advantage of this 
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2. Update Images
Alt Tags

You include images in your blog posts to capture atten-

tion and to get people to read your text. Well-chosen, 

supporting images can also strengthen your voice and 

message. For that reason, when you’re preparing a blog 

post about a wedding (or any type of shoot), you pick 

only the best, most representative shots that fit your style. 

Whilst users can see your images, search engine bots 

can’t. If you want your images to be “seen” by those bots 

to be indexed properly, you shouldn’t forget to give 

those images good alt attributes as well.

First thing to do, before uploading your images to Word-

Press, is to label them correctly, using a keyword, or 

descriptive title. Don’t use regular camera named files 

like canon_2800_001.jpg, as they’ll never be relevant for 

search results with search engines. As an example, if 

you’ve shot a boho wedding in California at a specific 

venue, label your images boho-wedding-california-ven-

ue-name.jpg. This way when someone searches for boho 

wedding California, or boho style wedding in venue 

name there is a possibility your images will come up in 

the search results.



When you upload your images into WordPress, you 

are highly advised to set a title and an alt attribute. By 

default it uses the image filename as the title attribute 

and no alt attribute is set. With only a title, the images 

will actually perform poorly, as search engines use alt 

tags to make sense of images (search spiders can only 

crawl text, images don’t have any text value without alt 

tags). Because of this, you really should take the time 

to craft a proper alt text for every image you add to a 

post.

There are 2 ways to add alt tags to your images. 

Automatically with a plugin. If you’ve taken the time to 

craft your image titles to be relevant, then installing and 

using a plugin such as Automatic image ALT attributes. 
With this plugin, WordPress will automatically assign the 

ALT tag from the caption or title (if no caption is pres-

ent). You can still manually update the ALT tags via the 

media library shown below.
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01.

Updating manually with via WordPress’s interface, alter-

natively you can use a plugin such as Quick Alt Editor to 

update Alt tags quicker when in list view in the media 

library.

02.

To update via the regular WordPress interface, login to 

WordPress and go to Media, then click on any image, 

and update the Image “Title” and “Alt Text”. You don’t 

need to do this on all images on the images on the site, 

focus your energy on your most important content first. 

https://goo.gl/WdyRwy

https://goo.gl/dkeEGe
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If you want to update all alt tags for images 

in a specific blog post, you can also go to 

the post and click any image, hit the pencil 

icon and update the alt tag and image title 

can be edited in the advanced options 

section. Again go through each image and 

update the ALT tag. See image on next 

page.
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3. Friendly
Permalink’s

Permalink’s are what people see in their browser address 

bar. They are also what search engines use to link to your 

website. Due to this, they are very important.

WordPress should automatically enable the default “post 

name” permalink structure after you install WordPress. 

However, if your permalink structure isn’t friendly you’ll 

want to change it. Believe it or not some sites still have 

“ugly” permalink structures that use numbers to identify 

pages. Don’t use that query string structure?p=123. It’s 

bad for SEO, doesn’t look good and doesn’t say anything 

to your visitors or search engines. Use a URL structure 

that includes text, and make sure you include keywords in 

your URLs.
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To do this, go into WordPress, then go to 

settings > permalink’s, then select “post 

name” as shown below.

It should then give you easy to read perma-

link like this:

https://yourwebsite.com/your-awe-

some-page-including-keyword/
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4. Post on
Social Media

Many photographers are publishing content as a way to 

build their audiences and increase traffic to their web-

sites. Make sure to share your new and existing posts on 

social media to drive traffic to your posts and give search 

engine signals that it’s good content. Sharing on Face-

book / Instagram and Google +.

But please don’t just promote yourself. Promote other 

interesting posts and websites you like. People will honor 

your kindness and link back to you at some point, espe-

cially when you have some killer content.

Simple ways to get some of those important backlinks 

would be to include vendors, make up artists, venues, etc 

that you’re working with. Sharing is caring, it also edu-

cates your clients which is super important, as they’ll trust 

you more, which can lead to better conversions on your 

site.

Want to know more about building backlinks?

Check out our handy guide.https://goo.gl/MPACgo



W

G
13

5. Get Listed on
Google
My Business

By getting listed on Google My Business you can start to 

be found in local search results. This can increase your 

organic traffic, as your search result will be more relevant 

for people in your area. You can also share your latest 

news and updates here, and link back to your site, a great 

way to share what you’re doing and to promote your 

latest content.

Also ask for client reviews here, it’s a really great way to 

gain social proof, which can increase the likely hood 

someone will click through to your site and can increase 

your conversions significantly. So if you’ve have good 

experiences with previous clients, prepare an email for 

them and kindly ask them for a review. The more reviews, 

the better.

Sign up for Google My Business.https://goo.gl/QGSYPU
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6. Link Your
Website
in Social Media

Whilst it’s only a small ranking factor, being consistent 

across all social media platforms will allow search engines 

to give more trust to your site. You’ll get some small 

ranking signals when Google can see that you have 

various social media channels, plus they can also be 

indexed by Google.

Added bonus, link your website on all your social media 

accounts and this way you can drive more traffic to your 

site.
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7. Install and
con�gure
Yoast SEO

If there was one tool for WordPress that we could recom-

mend to greatly help you improve your sites SEO, it 

would be Yoast SEO for WordPress. Yoast is an awesome 

tool that will let you update and craft your page and post 

titles, meta descriptions and add keywords. 

Open any page or blog post that you have on your site 

and scroll to the bottom of it. That’s where you’ll find 

your Yoast SEO toolbox, which is fairly easy to edit and 

guides your though the process of improving your posts 

and making them see friendly. The Green dot means that 

your post is doing good, the orange one means you can 

work on some things to improve your post/page, while 

the red dot means it’s a poorly written/structured SEO 

wise. If you see a grey dot, that means you need to add 

more info.
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So, the Snippet preview shows exactly what this page/post 

will look like on a SERP. Editing will directly influence your 

score (red, orange or green) as well as catch more atten-

tion among users who scroll through from the results page. 

So make it catchy but also relevant. There’s nothing more 

disappointing then opening a link, and not finding the 

content you were promised to find. Next is the Focus 

Keyword box. We find it helpful to include our Focus Key-

word in the title too, and thorough out the post.
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Another wonderful thing about Yoast is that it shows you 

what you are doing well and what you need to improve. 

The Content Analysis section will very thoroughly point out 

each mistake or strength and provide recommendations. 

SEO just got a lot easier at this point, don’t you think?

If you don’t know where to start, we suggest you open your 

All Posts page first and analyze those green, yellow, red 

and gray dots. That will guide you to the posts that need 

most of your attention. Then do the same for your All 

Pages section.

For more details on how to use Yoast SEO with WordPress, 

check out our Yoast SEO Plugin guide, it includes more 

steps and things you can do with Yoast to boost your SEO. 
https://goo.gl/Jh1Kjv
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8. Update your
Home page copy

It’s time to review your home page copy. Does it answer 

what you do, who you are, your location, and does it hit 

the all important keywords that you have optimized your 

page for? If not, you’ll want to craft some copy for the 

home page. It’s recommended to have at least 300 words 

on the page to really give yourself a boost. 

Remember if it’s not immediately clear what your site is 

all about when a visitor lands, chances are they won’t 

stick around for long. So updating the copy and making 

this clear can both increase your relevance for search and 

decrease bounce rates, a double boost for your SEO 

efforts. 

Also remember to craft your Yoast SEO page title, meta 

description and focus keyword to increase the chances 

that you’ll be found for your specific search term.
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9. Update your
Top 5 pages /
Posts

Other than your home page you’ll also want to optimize your 

top 5 pages / posts to further increase their SEO rankings. If 

you have Google analytics installed you can easily see the 

top posts. Login to Google Analytics, at the top right set the 

date range to around 3-4 months, then go to Behavior > Site 

Content > Overview and check out which content has the 

most page views (not including your home page). Thats the 

content you’ll want to update. 

If you don’t have Google Analytics and Google Webmaster 

Tools configured and added to your site by now, stop every-

thing you’re doing and follow this guide from WP Beginner 
to get started with tracking your SEO results. 

Follow some of the principles above, optimize images, 

optimize the copy for these pages to make them ultra 

targeted and relevant for the search terms you want to be 

found for, then update and craft the SEO Title / Meta 

Description and Keywords based on this.

Remember that you should be targeting different keywords 

or “search terms” for each page. If you use the same key-

word on every page you’re spreading the power of that term 

over several pages, so you’ll end up with several average 

ranking pages, rather that one powerful ranking page.

https://goo.gl/RQCXQg
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10. Submit your
Sitemap to Google

Once you’ve updated all your site content, it’s time to ask Google 

to re-crawl your site. You can do so by submitting a sitemap to 

Google. For this you’ll need Google Webmaster Tools (Google 

Search Console). Once you have your site setup with Google 

Webmaster Tools, submitting your sitemap is simple (especially 

with Yoast SEO installed).

To submit your 

1. Sign in to Google Search Console.

2. On your Search Console home page, select your website.

3. In the left sidebar, click Crawl and then Sitemaps.

4. Remove outdated or invalid sitemaps like sitemap.xml

5. Click the Add/Test Sitemap button in the top right.

6. Enter sitemap_index.xml into the text box that appears.

7. Click Submit.

Thats it folks your sitemap will be submitted and Google will then 

start crawling the site again and index all page updates. Monitor 

your site over the coming weeks to see if there are any improve-

ments to organic traffic on the site.

Want to learn more about SEO? Check out our “Everything a 
photographer needs to know about SEO” article or sign up for 

our SEO for Photographers eBook on our resources page.https://flothemes.com/resources/

https://flothemes.com/everything-photographer-seo/
https://flothemes.com/everything-photographer-seo/

https://goo.gl/Lc73of




