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Your child's party budget is very important. When purchasing the party supplies for your child's party it is 
important to remember that your birthday party supplies will be cheaper at our online party supplies 
store. This is mainly due to the fact that, unlike a land based store online stores don't have to rent a 
building to sell their products from and they use this advantage to pass the savings on to you!

In fact, depending on the size of the party you could potentially save yourself hundreds of dollars by 
purchasing your party supplies online. What does this mean for you? It means that it gives you the ability 
to...

* Get more party supplies
* Get more presents for your baby
* Accommodate more guests
* Have the party at an outside location

These themed party supplies links listed below were chosen for their great quality and below retail 
prices so parents like you can throw their child the perfect birthday party on any budget.

The direct links below will open in your internet browser, so you have immediate
 access to our websites below retail low cost themed birthday party supplies.

http://www.themed-birthday-party-ideas.com/70s-party-supplies.html
http://www.themed-birthday-party-ideas.com/abby-cadabby-party-supplies.html
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When it comes to planning a birthday party there are many very important, simple, and easy things you 
can do to make your child's party a stress free success. Whether it is big or small, every birthday party 
can come out a roaring success with a little well thought simple planning and organization.

After reading this book you will not only relieve yourself of much of the stress that typically comes with 
planning a birthday party. You will also be completely prepared with everything you will need to throw 
your child the perfect birthday party that you can truly be proud of hosting.

Should I Set a Budget for the Party?

Before you can even start planning a birthday party, you will have to set a budget. Your party budget is 
not only the first step in planning your child's birthday party, it is one of the most important steps. A 
budget is the foundation of any party and will determine everything for your party from decorations, food, 
games, activities, number of guests, to even your theme.

Always set a reasonable budget that you are sure you can afford, because their is nothing worse than 
purchasing half of your party supplies and realizing you are out of money or even worse, cannot afford a 
present for your child. Which brings me to my next tip, sticking to your budget can at times be difficult 
and the best way to set up your budget is to break your party expenses down into individual sections. 
Throughout this book you will read about how each party is broken down into sections, what those 
sections are, and what those sections are composed of.

If you, like me, are one of those people who likes to save money, then I have some crucial money saving 
information for you. Depending on the parties theme, your birthday party supplies can be up to three 
times cheaper if purchased online. For an average sized birthday party, buying your themed party 
supplies online instead of going to your local party supplies store can save you up to $100 or more, then 
there is the time and gas money you will save as well.

When Should I Start Planning a Birthday Party?

This is a question many first time and veteran parents ask themselves, and the answer to this question 
depends on certain factors.



1. If you are planning a party with a low budget and are using all store bought supplies then you will be
safe to start planning one month prior to the party.

2. If you are planning a party with a low budget and are using store bought and homemade supplies
then you will be safe to start planning one and a half months prior to the party.

3. If you are planning a party with a moderate or large budget and are using all store bought supplies
then you will be safe to start planning one and a half months prior to the party.

4. If you are planning a party with a moderate or large budget and are using store bought and
homemade supplies then you will be safe to start planning two months prior to the party.

These time frames are only suggestions, if it makes you feel more comfortable to start planning further in 
advance than suggested then by all means do so. Especially for first time, single, or working parents who 
may not have extensive experience at or time for planning birthday parties.

Remember the point is to give yourself enough time to plan the party so that you can spread the work out 
over a large enough period of time to avoid any last minute (rushed) planning and stressful situations. 
This way, by the time the party begins you will not only be fully prepared, but you will also be confident 
that your party will be a worry and stress free success.

Does My Child's Party Need A Theme?

Are you wondering if choosing a theme for your child's party is important? It's not only a very important 
step in planning your child's party, it is a necessity. The main purpose of your child's party theme is to 
make your child feel special by relating their party specifically to them.

It also makes your party planning easier because it pulls all the different parts of your child's party 
together like your color scheme, decoration, games, activities, partyware, invitations, and food. Choosing 
a birthday theme may seem a bit intimidating, but it is in fact easier than most people think. You should 
be able to tell which children’s T.V. show characters, toys, or stories your child likes and you can choose 
one of these as your child's birthday party theme.

The point is basically that when planning a birthday party their are so many great themes you can 
choose from and with this book they all can easily be turned into that perfect birthday party you have 
always envision for your precious child. So, just choose something you know your child likes or is 
interested in and use the party ideas and tips in this book to turn it into the perfect birthday party. As 
an alternative, you can visit our Themed Birthday Party Ideas page at our website and choose one of 
our themed birthday party guides.

http://www.themed-birthday-party-ideas.com


Where Should I Have My Child's Party?

Your choice of the party's location is very important when it comes to how happy and outgoing your child 
will be at their party. There is one definite certainty when it comes to all children, and that is that they are 
more comfortable and happy in familiar surroundings. This is a very important fact to remember when 
planning your child's party, because depending on your child's age if they are put in unfamiliar 
surroundings and/or with unfamiliar people it can cause them to feel out of place and scared their entire 
party.

"How do I know which places are familiar to my child?” you ask. Well, generally children tend to consider 
places they visit twice a week with an average of six hours per visit or somewhere they have visited at 
least 20 times in the last two months for an average of 2 - 3 hours per visit. A few examples of places 
that may fall under these conditions are your home, a same aged playmate's house, relative's house, 
playground, local park or a family restaurant.

Now that you have a few ideas of where you may want to throw the party, we will go over the differences 
and pros and cons of throwing the party at your home, a friends or relatives home, or an establishment 
within your community. Their are many reasons why you may want or need to throw your child's party at 
a local restaurant or recreational area like not having enough room at your home to comfortably 
accommodate all of your guests.

When planning a birthday party at an outside location always remember to call and rent or reserve a 
room or area at the location at least 4 weeks before the party, and always have a backup plan incase 
your reservations are unexpectedly canceled. When throwing a birthday party for small children at an 
outside location, always be sure to have enough parental help to keep the children from misbehaving 
and to help ensure their safety.

Here is a list of the other benefits and disadvantages of throwing the party at a recreational or public 
location within your community.

Pros
* Party clean up (typically indoor locations)
* A larger guest list
* Birthday cake (restaurant)
* No damage to your property



Cons
* Crowded or no restrooms
* Forgetting to bring party items
* Harder to keep track of children
* Party area may not be child proof
* No electrical outlets (outdoors)

Typically, the easiest place to organize and throw a birthday party is your home. If your household and 
property are large enough to accommodate all of your guests, then it is definitely where the party should 
be held.

When throwing an outside birthday party it is best to have a backup plan in case of bad weather, and 
your home is the perfect party place if you happen to need to move your party indoors. Planning a 
birthday party at your own house will also help give you a greater sense of control and lessen your 
worries of child safety, as your home and yard should already be child proofed.

Here is a list of the other benefits and disadvantages of throwing the party at your home.

Pros
* You know where everything is
* Ability to set up party prior to guest arrivals
* Don't have to make reservations or rent party room
* You can extend the party's ending time
* No loss of party set up time with having to travel from one place to another with party supplies
* Your home should be the most comfortable place for your child to enjoy their party

Cons
* Party size
* Clean up
* Possible space limitations (apartment buildings)
* Possible parking limitations

There are a few ways that throwing a party at a friends or relatives house differs from having it at your 
home, for instance many people will prefer to avoid a large group of children running around inside their 
home. This can be a serious drawback if there happens to be a storm on the party date.

Another issue that might arise would be if an adult guest or child accidentally destroys property of the 
person whose house the party is being held at. Then there is the possibility of forgetting important party 
supplies and having to leave in the middle of the celebration.



When Should I Have My Child's Party?

When planning a birthday party choosing the length of the party is an important factor. Without having a 
set party length you will not know how long to make each part of the party which may cause your party to 
fall short or run too long, which can inconvenience you and your guests. The most important thing to 
consider when choosing the starting time for the party is your child.

If your child is younger their party should be between 1 1/2 - 2 hours long, any longer and your child may 
be overwhelmed by the party or worn out, which can cause them to become grumpy. If you are planning 
on having a large family function or are inviting 4 or more of their friends you can go up to 4 or 5 hours 
long.

The best time of the week to hold the party is the weekend mainly because many people attend either 
work or school throughout the week. If you are having the party in the morning or early afternoon you 
also may want to have it on Saturday, as some of the people you are inviting might be at church services 
during those times on Sunday. So, what do you do if your child's birthday doesn't fall on the weekend?

Most people in this situation have two parties. One party on their actual birthday, which will not actually 
be a full party, but a family gathering with a small cake just for child and a couple small gifts. (The bigger 
gifts are usually saved for the main party on the weekend.) 

This also can be beneficial for your child at the party, because it will get them prepared and excited for 
their larger party that will soon follow. Also, if your child is younger it will get them familiar with cake, 
opening presents, and getting the Happy Birthday song sung to them.

Those may seem like trivial things, but to your younger child they will likely be all new things. It is better if 
they experience them prior to the party if possible to avoid an adverse reaction from your child on their 
special day, as all of the people and excitement topped with many new experiences may overwhelm 
your child.

What Do I Need to Throw a Party?

If you are planning a birthday party then one of the things that will prove to be the most useful to you is a 
complete list of what you need to throw the perfect birthday party. If you are looking for a great place to 
get most of these items for your child's party you should check out our party supplies at Themed 
Birthday Party Ideas. They have all of the best birthday party supplies at well below retail prices.

http://www.themed-birthday-party-ideas.com/cheap-party-supplies.html
http://www.themed-birthday-party-ideas.com/cheap-party-supplies.html


1. Themed Invitations (Homemade or store
bought)

2. Themed Thank You Notes (Homemade or
store bought)

3. Partyware (theme related)

* Cutlery (spoons, forks, & knives)
* Napkins
* Cups
* Cake Plates
* Food Plates
* Tablecloth(s)

4. Decorations (theme related)

* Balloons
* Streamers
* Banner(s)
* Centerpiece(s)
* Party Blowers
* Party Hats
* Confetti
* Wall Decorations
* Posters
* Cutouts
* Murals
* Door Signs
* Yard Sign
* Toys
* Books
* Stuffed Animals
* DVD
* Music

5. Party Favors (theme related)

* Favor Bags or Boxes
* Party Favors

6. Food

* Main Cake
* Child Cake or Cupcake
* Finger Foods
* Beverages
* Ice
* Ice Cream
* Snacks

7. Games/Activities

* Bubble Machine
* Game Items
* Craft/Art Supplies
* Prizes for Games
* Pinata

8. Miscellaneous

* Name Tags (theme colored)
* Batteries
* Cake Candles & Lighter
* Cake Board & Serving Knife
* Cake Pan (if cake is homemade)
* Serving Platters/Bowls
* Tables
* Chairs
* Child and/or Children Sized Pool
* Children's Sunscreen Lotion
* Ice Chest
* Digital Camera
* Video Camera & Video Tape
* Disposable Cameras
* First Aid Kit
* Birthday Gift Wrapping Paper
* Child's Birthday Present
* Paper Towels



Party Safety

When planning your child's birthday party, safety is definitely a number one concern. With that in mind, 
always remember to get a contact phone number from the parents that will be dropping their children off, 
in case an accident were to occur. In addition, it is important to contact the parents before the party and 
ask them if any of their family members that will be attending your child's birthday party have any food 
allergies.

The first step to making a birthday party safe is to child proof all areas that the children of any age may 
at one time or another have access to. There are many things you can do to child proof your house like...

* Using plastic guards over electrical sockets
* Putting child gates up to block unsafe areas (basement, stairs, garage)
* Putting all chemical containers on high shelves or in locked cupboards
* Using safety latches on cupboards and cabinets
* Using Mylar balloons instead of latex balloons if younger children will be attending (broken and

uninflated balloons are choking hazards)
* Having 3 supervising adults at all times during the party
* Using party tables with rounded corners
* Making sure your fireplace screen is completely blocking access to the fireplace (especially if lit)
* Making sure that all candy wrappers and present wrapping are disposed of immediately
* Making sure that all adult materials such as cigarettes and alcohol are out of the reach of children
* Clearing your yard of all landscaping equipment (shovels, lawn mowers, rakes)
* Cover and/or gate for the pool is closed and locked when not in use (very important)
* Removing all objects smaller than 1 1/2" from the reach of small children (choking hazards)
* Putting the family dog in a kennel or have a dog sitter during the party (dogs can be unpredictable

when around many children, a lot of noise, and in unusual situations)
* Providing children's sunscreen lotion if party is outside on a sunny day

The Best of the Rest

Although the tips below do not fall into any of the categories above, they are all very important tips and 
ideas for you to keep in mind while planning your child's birthday party.

1. If you have any fragile or important breakable objects, you should put them up in an area not
accessible to the party guests until the party has ended and all of the guests have left.

2. Have a box of wipes available for wiping up simple messes and dirty hands and faces.



3. Have a roll or two of paper towels and a child friendly surface cleaner handy for large spills and
messes. The best child friendly surface cleaner to use is Clorox Anywhere Hard Surface daily sanitizing 
spray.

4. Always plan on extra guests showing up. Have extra party favors made up and a backup party helper
on call in case this happens.

5. Always have icebreaker activities at any party, they are great for easing small children into the party
atmosphere and are perfect for occupying early guests.

6. If you do not have long distance or are worried of guests making international calls, you can either put
up a sign by the phone stating which types of calls that can be made on your phone or put the phone in a 
room that is not accessible to the party guests.

7. Although making your party supplies can be a very rewarding experience it can also prove to at times
be an expensive and time-consuming task. The best way for you to handle your party supplies if you are 
a homemade type of person is to purchase the more elaborate party supplies and make the simple ones, 
saving you time and money, while still giving a sense of accomplishment.

8. If your child will be opening presents at the party, make sure you do it as the party is about to end.
Opening the presents earlier into the party can result in the gifts getting broken and other children getting 
jealous.

9. Use a Checklist. Those three words can honestly make or break your party. A Checklist is your
guarantee, it is a guarantee that once you have checked everything off of that list your party is ready to 
go. No doubts, no worries, it's all right in front of you.



With these birthday party invitation tips and ideas, you will learn how to make the cutest and most 
amazing birthday invitations imaginable. For this milestone event, you can choose to buy your themed 
birthday invitations online, from a party supply store, or you can use these unique and fun birthday party 
ideas and tips for invitations.

This book will not only show you how to make several different types of homemade invitations, but it will 
also give you simple tips and ideas on how to turn an ordinary invitation into an extraordinary one. First 
you will read how to make many different amazing birthday party invitations, then you will learn how to 
get the most out of your invitations from the beginning to the end of the creation process. If you don't 
have the time to make your own invitations visit Themed Birthday Party Ideas we have amazing birthday 
invitations at a great price!

Homemade Birthday Invitations

Child Costume Invitation

For this birthday party invitation you will need to take a picture of your child dressed up in a costume that 
is related to the theme of the birthday party. For the best effect you can surround your child with theme 
related stuffed animals and toys and/or a theme related background, backdrop, or mural.

Then print the pictures out on white card stock paper and cut them out, make sure you print and cut out 
enough for all of the invitations. Now take the short sides of 8 1/2" by 11" sheets of theme colored 
cardstock paper and fold them together. Glue the picture of your child on the front center of the card and 
write your cover message above and below the picture and party information on the inside of the card.

The most presentable way of writing your invitation message and party information on a birthday party 
invitation is to use either a word processor program on your computer and print it on or use either gel 
pens or markers and numbers and lettering stencils that are relevant to your theme.

http://www.themed-birthday-party-ideas.com/cheap-party-supplies.html


3-D Invitation

This is a very cute and simple birthday party invitation. All you need to do is print your party message out 
in 2" x 4" text block sections on light theme colored cardstock paper and purchase theme related 
objects. (Be sure to leave the first two lines of the text box blank, you will need enough room at the top 
of each mini card for hole puncher)

Examples of what kinds of theme related objects that you can use for invitations are beanie babies, 
puppets, stuffed animals, and palm sized toys. Now take the light theme colored card stock sheets with 
the party information printed on them and cut them out into the 2" x 4" sections, after they have all been 
cut out fold them in half length wise with the text going on the inside. Now take a hole puncher and put a 
hole in the upper left corner by the fold of the mini card. (Make sure you don't cut off the text.)

Now take theme colored string and use it to attach the card to the themed object you chose for your 
invitations. Then to finish off the invitations add a theme related sticker to the front and back of the 
outside of the card and hand deliver them to the people on your guest list.

Personalized Character Invitation

If your child's party is based on a character, you can add a personal touch to your child's birthday party 
invitation. You can print out a scanned, downloaded, or clipart picture of a theme related character on 
white cardstock paper. Then either scan or upload a picture of your child and cutout everything except 
for their face, then enlarge it so that will be large enough to fit over the face of the themed characters 
you printed out.

Now glue your child’s face over the characters face and cutout the background of the image so that only 
the character remains. To finish this birthday party invitation all you have to do is flip the pictures over 
and put your invitation message and child's party information on the back.

Scrapbooking Invitation

To make this birthday party invitation you will need to take the short sides of 8 1/2" by 11" sheets of 
theme colored cardstock paper and fold them together. Then use die-cut scrapbook lettering and 
numbers to write your party message on the cover and your party information on the inside of the card.
Then place theme related scrapbook cardstock stickers all over the bare spots on the card. (If you have 
older children this is a great way they can help out with the party, and it will give you more time to work 
on other aspects of the party)



Authentic Scroll Invitation

If you want to make your own birthday party invitations, and still want to go all out for your child's 
birthday party, then these invitations are what you’re looking for. Using a calligraphy style font on your 
computer, type out your party message and information and print it out on regular printing paper.

Wait an hour (to be sure the printed ink has set) then you will need some tea bags (the darker the tea 
the better) and hot near-boiling water. Lay the invitations out writing side up on a protected hard surface 
and use the wet tea bag to lightly cover the paper in tea. (Use tongs to protect your hands from the hot 
tea bag)

It should get very wet, be sure to be gentle while going over the text to avoid smudging. Wait 30 minutes 
then flip the invitation over and repeat the process. (Wipe surface before turning the invitation to do the 
other side) Now take the invitations and place them on a dry cloth to dry, if you are not satisfied with the 
color when they have dried repeat the process until they are the color you want them to be. When you 
are satisfied with the invitations, simply roll them up.

To keep the invitation closed you have quite a few options. You can make a wax seal with theme colored 
wax and a dime sized theme related stamp, and take the rolled invitation and pour a dime sized blotch of 
wax over the edge of the paper and when the wax starts to get firm press the stamp into the wax and 
remove it. You can also close the scroll with a theme related sticker, tie a theme colored ribbon around 
it, or put the invitation through the band of a novelty theme related ring.

You can purchase cardboard mail tubes from an office supply store, then you can paint them with theme 
colored paint and add stickers, stick-on jewelry, or strips of ribbon in patterns to the outsides of the 
tubes. After placing the scrolls into the tubes add theme shaped or colored glitter, confetti, and/or candy 
in the tube as well, them hand deliver then to your guests.

My Child Multi-Character Invitations

For this birthday party invitation you will need to fold the short sides of 8 1/2" by 11" sheets of theme 
colored card stock paper together. Then either scan or download images of the themed characters and 
print them out, along with a picture of your child.

Make them small enough so that a picture of each character and your child will all fit on the front of the 
cards, making the pictures 1 1/2" wide and 2" tall should typically be around the best size to make them. 
Cut out the pictures of the birthday child and the character printouts, and paste them on the cover of the 
card. (Putting the picture of your child in the center to resemble your child being surrounded by the 
characters.)



Then take a colorful marker or gel pen and number and lettering stencils that are relevant to your theme, 
and fill in the party information on the inside of the card. You can add theme related stickers on the 
inside as well.

Any Character Invitation

When making this birthday party invitation you will need to print out enlarged color pictures of either a 
theme related object or character onto white card stock paper. Then cut out the background so all that is 
left is the shape of the picture.

Then take a colorful marker or gel pen and number and lettering stencils that are relevant to your theme, 
and fill in the party information on the back. If the picture is of a character, you can add, "Come join me 
at (your child's name)’s Birthday Party" in the center of the image.

Child Vehicle Invitation

For this birthday party invitation you will need to take a nice quality side view picture of a vehicle, and a 
close up side view picture of your child sitting in a chair (preferably wearing theme related child clothing 
or a costume) with their arms straight out in front of them. (One way you can get them to put their arms 
straight out is by holding up their favorite toy.)

Now take the picture of your child and cut out the entire background. (including the chair) You may need 
to cut off the lower portion of your child's picture, if you are putting them in a vehicle that has doors. 
Scan both pictures onto a computer and resize the picture of your child so you can copy it and paste it 
onto the drivers seat area of the vehicle, so it looks like they are driving the vehicle. Print the picture out 
on white card stock, cut out the background, and put your birthday party information on the back.

Birthday Party Invitation Tips

When designing your birthday party invitations it is important to provide the potential guest with all the 
information they will need before the party. Now that you have decided on an invitation design, you will 
learn in detail the best ways to word the party information on your invitations.

Always remember, the best time to mail your birthday party invitations is three to four weeks before the 
party date to make sure the guests have enough time to leave that day free. It will also help you by 
providing enough time for the guests to RSVP so you will have an exact number of guests to work with, 
which will help with your party planning.



Who Should I Invite?

A birthday party is a celebration of the milestone event of your child's birth. When it comes to celebrating 
a birthday, most people typically invite family such as grandparents, cousins, aunts, and uncles. Do not 
feel obligated to stick with only inviting family though, you can invite neighbors or even a couple close 
family friends.

Are you wondering how to decide which of these people you should invite? The first two things you need 
to consider are your party budget and your party location to find out how many people you can 
accommodate at the party. Now that you have the number of guests you can accommodate, take that 
number and your potential guest list and first choose the guests that will definitely be on your final guest 
list, such as grandparents and close family friends. (These people should represent only 1/4 of the total 
final guests list.)

Then for the rest of the list pick the people who have children first, preferably around your child’s age. 
Although, it is best to invite children around your child’s age.

After you have gone through these groups of people and you still have room for more guests to invite, 
you should choose the people that your child is familiar with the most. If your party is filled with people 
that your child does not know that well it may make them feel uncomfortable and they may not enjoy 
their party as much as they should.

What Information Should be put on the Party Invitations?

1. What the party is celebrating

Never leave the guests wondering what the party is celebrating, in this day and age party's can be and 
are thrown for anything and everything.

2. The party's theme

If your child's party has a theme include it on the invitations, the parents of the children invited may want 
to dress their children in clothes related to your theme. With that being said, you may even want to add a 
special notation at the bottom of the invitations requesting that the parents dress their children in theme 
related clothing or accessories if possible. Another bonus of including the party's theme is it will let the 
guests know what your child is interested in and may help them out when deciding on a gift for your 
child.



3. Your child's name

This is especially important if you have other children. It may be very embarrassing for you and your 
guest if they bring a gift for your 4-year-old daughter when the party is for your 14-year-old son.

4. Your full name

This is helpful to your guests for two reasons, the first being that most invitations only include the child’s 
first name because it makes the invitation seem less formal, so if your child has a common first name 
adding your full name will help the guests know exactly whom the party is for. The other reason to 
include your full name on the birthday invitation is so the guests know who to ask for when they RSVP 
for the party.

5. Date of the party

When you put the date on the invitation make sure you include the actual day of the week that the party 
falls on. The reason for this is that, if they happen to miss place the invitation the week of the party 
people typically are more likely to remember the day of the week it falls on than the actual numbered 
date.

6. Start and end time of the party

Party start and end times are very important especially when it comes to the parents that are dropping 
off their children. The last thing you want is some of the parents dropping off their children an hour after 
the party has started and then coming back to pick them up two hours after the party has ended. (The 
start time is just as important to add as the end time.) It is also important to state whether you would like 
parents to stay at the party with their children.

7. Party location and address

This is one of the most important parts of your invitation! There is nothing more annoying than driving 
around for an hour trying to find the location that you are going to. This will cause you to have grumpy 
parents, grumpy kids from having to sit in a car for so long, and a party that is not as fun as it could have 
been.

Having good directions, in a way also lets the guest know that you have put real effort into this party and 
that it should be fun for their children. Adding just your address should be fine for the people you are 
inviting that are frequent visitors to your house, but for the people who are not so familiar with where you 
live you should include directions and a map.



Here are a couple of things you can do to ensure your party directions will do what they are meant to do.

* Give a map
* Add notations of various visual landmarks to assist them while driving
* Have someone test the directions for you
* Give directions from all major highways
* Give directions with and without using a toll road (this may not apply to you)
* Include the distance they will be traveling down each road
* Include a picture of your house

8. RSVP date

The best way to have you guests contact you to RSVP is by phone; mail backs and e-mails have a 
tendency to get lost which will cause you to incorrectly plan your party. Inform the guests to RSVP by a 
certain date so you will know how many people will actually be attending your party far enough in 
advance.

When the guests call to RSVP remember to ask them how many children they will be bringing to make 
sure you have enough food and party favors at the party. You should also ask them if they or anyone 
they will be bringing has any food allergies. The guests may ask what you think they should buy your 
child as a gift, so it is best to have a few suggestions on hand. Give each guest a different suggestion to 
help avoid your child receiving multiples of the same gift.

9. Contact phone number

The contact number is primarily for the guests to RSVP, but it also helps to supply it just in case the 
guests happen to have any questions about the party. It can come in handy too, if a guest were to get 
lost on the way to the party.

10. Rainy day backup plan

If you are planning to throw the party outside, you should always have a rainy day backup plan. It can 
either be a backup party location or a backup party date, but which ever one you choose make sure to 
include it in your 's birthday party invitation.

11. If food will be served

Some people will come to a party without eating or feeding their children before hand, because they 
assume that food will be served. If you will not be serving food or only a light snack this should be 
included on the invitations.



Cool Fun Invitation Ideas

1. Fill the birthday party invitation envelopes with theme colored glitter or theme shaped confetti.
2. Have you or a friend hand deliver the party's invitations in a theme related costume.
3. Use a theme related sticker to close the invitations envelope.

Thank You Notes

For this special event, you can choose to buy your themed thank you notes online, from a party supply 
store, or you can make your own. It is best to send the themed thank you notes as quickly as possible, 
generally no later than two weeks after the party. When putting together the themed thank you notes, 
you should always remember to make them personalized for each guest.

A non-personalized thank you note makes it seem more like an obligation rather than an expression of 
appreciation for the gift they had brought. When writing out your child's themed thank you notes refer to 
the person by the name(s) on the gift or card and always mention the specific gift they had brought.



With these tips and ideas for birthday decorations, you will learn how to give your child the most 
amazing looking birthday party possible. For this milestone event, you can choose to buy your 
themed birthday party decorations online, from a party supply store, or you can use these unique and 
fun birthday party decoration ideas.

This book will show you how to make several different types of fun and great looking homemade 
decorations, and give you simple tips and ideas on what decorations to use and the best ways to use 
your birthday decorations to the fullest.

Your child's birthday decorations are one of the most important aspects of the party. "Why?" you ask, 
well, a party's decorations do more than make everything look nice. They create a fun, colorful, and 
joyful atmosphere for the party, that will in turn, help put your guests into a party mindset as soon as 
they enter your party area. birthday decorations also do another important task, they tie the party's 
theme together, and without them your child's party will more than likely be treated as more of a 
gathering than a party. At our fabulous childrens party supplies site you can get great decorations at 
below retail prices check out our party supplies at Themed Birthday Party Ideas.

Your Party's Color Scheme

There are a few different ways to choose the party's color scheme. The first way to decide is to use the 
most prominent colors in the party's theme as the colors for your child’s birthday decorations. 
Remember that one of these colors should always be a lighter color than the other.

If the party's theme doesn't have many colors or if you would like to have a secondary color scheme to 
decorate in, you can use the prominent colors that are usually found in the background of the party's 
theme. Another way to add secondary colors to your color scheme is to add a light and medium shade of 
blue for a boy’s party or a light and medium shade of pink for a girl’s party.

There is one very important fact to remember when choosing the colors for your birthday decorations, 
and that is to always use theme related colors. If you use colors that are unrelated to your party's theme 
not only will you possibly come across as uncoordinated, but by the time you put up all of the 
decorations you will have realized that you just wasted your hard earned money on an displeasing 
collage of colors.

http://www.themed-birthday-party-ideas.com/cheap-party-supplies.html


Table Decorations

Although the tables at the party will primarily be used for a place to eat or relax at in between festivities, 
they are also birthday decorations. There are two great ways that you can decorate the party tables and 
tableware, and they are to purchase themed table covers and tableware or to use solid theme colored 
table covers and tableware.

Store bought table covers and tableware are definitely the best way to go if you want the best-looking 
birthday decorations. This is also by far the easiest way to decorate the tables, they are usually sold in 
sets which consist of matching table covers, plates, napkins, and cups that will have graphics of your 
specific theme and theme colored utensils.

If you are not interested or do not have the money for themed table covers and tableware, you can still 
very easily decorate your tables and tableware to match your theme. All you need to do is use solid 
colored table covers and tableware. This is where your color scheme comes in handy, you will usually 
have at least 3 colors in your color scheme consisting of two primary colors and one or two secondary 
colors.

Out of your two main party colors use the lighter color as your table cover color, then use the second 
darker color for your plates. Now you have a couple options for your napkins, cups, and utensils, if you 
only have one secondary color you will use this color for your napkins and cups, and use white or clear 
silverware.

If you have two secondary colors, you will use the darker of the two colors for your cups and napkins, 
and use the lighter color for the silverware. For an added touch, wrap the silverware into the napkin with 
ribbon that is the same color as the lighter colored silverware.

Table Placemats

Placemats are not a necessity, but they definitely are great birthday decorations for your party tables 
and can be used as a keepsake for the guests to take home. You have three options when choosing 
placemats for your child's party, you can purchase themed party placemats from a party supplies store, 
purchase theme colored placemats from a retail discount department store, or make your own themed 
party placemats. If you are making your own birthday decorations, you can use one of these birthday 
placemat ideas to give your party tables the extra flair that they have been missing.

If you want your party placemats to have a personal touch you can have the best, most recent or a 
theme related picture of your child enlarged and laminated. There are a few different ways that you can 
make a picture of your child theme related, you can take pictures of your child wearing theme related 
clothing, surrounded by theme related toys and stuffed animals, or wearing a theme related costume.



You can also enlarge a couple recent non-themed pictures of your child and add themed stickers to their 
backgrounds. Another great placemat idea is to take a theme shaped cookie cutter and use it to trace 
theme shaped outlines on theme colored construction paper. Cut the outlines out and glue a few of them 
to 19" x 14" sheets of theme colored construction paper, there should be an even amount of the colors 
on each sheet. For a girl's birthday party your placemats can be as simple as store bought theme 
colored lace placemats.

There are two different ways to put a protective covering over your homemade party placemats. So they 
can be good looking birthday decorations and do what they are meant to do, which is to protect the table 
from watermarks, food stains, or heat damage.

The first way is to cover each side of the placemats with clear contact paper, then cut off the excess 
contact paper leaving a 1/4'" lip of the clear contact paper off the sides of the placemat. The other way, 
which is the easiest, would be to take your homemade placemats to a quick copy shop like Kinko's or an 
office supply store like Staples and have them laminated.

Table Centerpieces

Table centerpieces serve as one of your birthday decorations, but they also have other great uses. 
Depending on the design of the table centerpieces, you can use them as a container to hold various 
party related items such as napkins, silverware, condiments, or crayons. You have the choice of either 
purchasing the table centerpieces or you can make your own homemade centerpieces. Here are some 
great ideas for making these fun table birthday decorations.

If your child's party theme is character based you can use theme related stuffed animals or plush toys 
with a themed party hat on as your centerpieces. For a fun touch, you can use themed stuffed animals 
or plush toys and a themed party cup full of crayons to make dual-purpose centerpieces. (Make sure you 
have enough for all of your party tables) Now put the crayon filled themed cups in between the stuffed 
animals arms and sew them together with thread and a needle.

It is best to use a small needle and thin threads that way when the party has ended you can carefully cut 
the thread and pull it out with no damage to the stuffed animals or plush toys. If the party is not character 
based don't worry, you can use large theme related toys instead.

Do you want to add a little more flair to these birthday decorations? You can attach a bouquet of theme 
colored helium balloons or a single helium Mylar balloon with a themed related graphic on it to the table 
centerpieces with theme colored ribbon. (If your centerpieces are attached to helium balloons they may 
need weighed down depending on their size and the amount of balloons attached)



For a girl's birthday party, another beautiful table centerpiece idea is to put clear vases with real or 
artificial flowers in them on the tables. To decorate the vases you can put theme shaped and colored 
confetti inside the vases and attach stick-on jewelry to their outsides, another option is to add a theme 
colored tulle bow around the necks of the vases.

Party Streamers

Streamers are one of the most classic of all birthday decorations, and they are great for adding color to 
areas that otherwise would not be decorated. It is important to remember, when decorating your party 
area with streamers you should always use theme related colors. Streamers look better and more 
professional if you use a lot of them throughout your party area rather than a small amount in a few 
places. When setting up on the day of the party, it is best to put the streamers at the beginning of your 
list of things to do, because putting up the party's streamers can be a time consuming task.

Here is a list of places you can use streamers to tie the empty spaces in the party area to your child's 
birthday party theme.

* Over the top and down the sides of doorways
* Draping over the entrance of doorways
* Hanging off party tables
* Down from branches of trees
* On chairs
* Stair railing
* On bushes

Party Balloons

Balloons are the perfect themed birthday decorations, you can get them in any color, size, or shape. 
When decorating your party area it looks best to use both helium and air filled balloons, helium balloons 
are typically used to make small areas seem larger and to add more color to the low laying areas of your 
party.

Mylar balloons are great for a birthday, as they are safer for young children and are harder to pop. Use 
caution when using latex balloons, as popped balloons are choking hazards for small children. For the 
helium balloons at the party, either you can have the balloons filled at your local party supply store or 
you can rent or buy a helium tank and fill the balloons yourself. The best time to get the helium balloons 
for the party is the night before the party.



When getting or filling the latex balloons a day before the party make sure High-Float is used in the 
balloons before they are filled with helium. Helium in latex balloons usually only last 18 to 24 hours, but 
with High-Float they will last 2 to 3 days. Mylar balloons typically last from 3 to 10 days, so High-Float is 
not needed and should only be used with pure helium in latex balloons. If you are having your balloons 
filled at a separate location than the party, be sure to order or fill extra balloons incase some balloons 
pop while being transported to the party.

One of the most popular ways to use balloons at a party is to arrange them into a balloon bouquet. The 
best way of doing this is to combine a group of different theme colored balloons together with theme 
colored ribbon and space them out so they're all slightly different heights. You can also fill the ceilings of 
the party areas in your house and in any canopies in the outside party area with theme colored balloons 
with theme colored ribbon hanging from them. Remember to watch out for ceiling fans.

If the party will be attended by children of different age ranges you can use different colored balloons to 
designate different play areas for different age groups, this is a great way to keep the younger children 
safe since older kids tend to be more active. Their are many uses for and places to put theme colored 
balloons as birthday decorations at your child's birthday party. The most popular places to attach 
balloons at a party are...

* To the backs of chairs
* The corners of chairs
* To table centerpieces
* On the ends of the party banners
* On table umbrellas
* On some of the bows on the presents
* To the mailbox (to signal guests to your house)
* Made into arches over doorways

Background Birthday Decorations

When it comes to background decorations, the more you have, the more prominent the theme is, the 
better your child's party looks. Don't clutter specific parts of the party area with decorations, the point is 
to spread decorations of the party's theme evenly throughout the party area. One of the easiest ways to 
do this is to tape posters or enlarged laminated pictures of the theme related characters and objects 
around the party area. The best places that you can put these birthday decorations that otherwise would 
have not been decorated are on...

* Backs of chairs
* Seats of chairs
* Walls



* Siding
* Doors
* Trees
* Fences
* Table umbrellas
* Cooler or ice chest
* Child play areas (eye level, for the children to enjoy)
* Child gates

On the inside of your house, you can take themed wall stickers and pictures of your child and place them 
all over the walls in the party area. Another great touch is to take pictures of your child and cutout the 
backgrounds and paste them to theme related character and background pictures, then put them in 
picture frames and place them all over the walls in your home.

You can drape theme printed fabric from an arts and crafts store over your furniture. Purchase or make 
your own personalized birthday themed party banners, the best places to put a banner are at the 
entrance to welcome your guests, above the gift table, above the birthday cake, and in the main party 
area of your child's birthday party.

Another great and extremely popular decoration is a themed Scene Setters plastic wall mural. With them 
you can quickly, with very little effort, turn an entire wall in your house into a themed backdrop.

The greatest thing about these ideas for birthday decorations is that most of them will not go to waste, 
because after the party is over you can take these decorations and decorate your child's bedroom or 
playroom with them. If the party is for a younger child you can use theme colored lettered and numbered 
blocks as birthday decorations and place them all over the party area. Their are a variety of words you 
can have the blocks spell out like...

* Theme characters names
* Theme objects
* Theme locations
* Theme phrases
* Your child's name
* Your child's age
* Happy Birthday

Cardboard Character Cutouts

You can make large cardboard cutouts of theme related characters and use them at the entrance of the 
party to greet your guests, at the gift table to instruct where to place the gifts, or take Polaroid pictures of 
the parents standing next to them with their children before your child's birthday party ends.



When it comes to birthday party ideas, cardboard cutouts are an amazing addition to any kids party. Just 
the expression on your child's face the moment they see a life size cutout of their favorite character, 
animal, or even themselves will be worth the time and effort. They are truly universal for all birthday 
party themes and if your looking to purchase amazing character cardboard cutouts check out all the high 
quality low cost cardboard cutouts at our website Themed Birthday Party Ideas!

Here are instructions for building 3 different types of cardboard character cutouts.

Overhead Projector Instructions

This first set of directions require the use of an overhead projector which can be rented from almost any 
Audio - Visual Equipment rental store, the rental price is around $20 a day. Here is the list of materials 
you will need to make these cardboard cutout standees:

* Overhead Projector
* Projector Transparencies
* Large Cardboard Sheet / Box
* Tempera Poster Paint
* Large Poster Stand / Base
* Butcher Paper
* Black Marker
* Glue

First, find various coloring book pictures of what cardboard cutouts you want to make and Xerox them 
onto clear transparencies. Project the images on the transparencies onto the butcher paper and use the 
black marker to trace the projected picture onto the paper. Then paint the picture as desired, and cut it 
out. You can either use liquid glue that dries clear and apply it with a foam paint roller or use spray 
adhesive.

Now take the glue and apply it to the cardboard, it is best to have two people to do this to ensure that the 
cutout is laid down evenly with as few bubbles and wrinkles as possible. You can use a new foam paint 
roller to follow the portion that you just laid down to further help reduce bubbles and wrinkles in your 
standees. If liquid glue is used let dry for 1 day. Now attach the cutout to its base or you can make your 
own base, and enjoy the fact that with a little work you just saved yourself a lot of money and made your 
child's birthday party even better. 

Printing Service Instructions

This second set will require going to a printing service, like Kinko's, for the basic sheets for the standup. 
Although these directions for cardboard cutouts will cost you more than the first set, it will save you time 
and still cost considerably less than purchasing your cardboard standees from your local retailer.

http://www.themed-birthday-party-ideas.com/cardboard-cutouts.html


* High Quality Picture
* Large Cardboard Sheet / Box
* Large Poster Stand / Base
* Glue

You will need to use a high quality picture, or if it is a digital picture it must be a high pixel picture. If you 
are taking the picture of what you're enlarging into life size standee be sure to use a 8 megapixel camera 
or higher. Anything smaller and your picture will distort when enlarged. Now take your picture(s) to a 
copy shop, like Kinko's, and they will print it to whatever size you want on one large sheet.

Keep in mind that they do charge around $5 per square foot, but the quality will be high and it will still 
cost less than buying a cardboard cutout from a business. It is best to use spray adhesive, since it dries 
quickly and won't compromise the quality of the picture. Now take the glue and apply it to the cardboard. 
It is best to have two people to do this to make sure the cutout is laid down evenly with as little bubbles 
and wrinkles as possible, as with adhesive you will only get one shot at this.

You can use a new foam paint roller to follow the portion that you just laid down to reduce bubbles and 
wrinkles in your cardboard character cutouts. Now attach the cutout to its base or you can make your 
own base, and enjoy the fact that with a little effort you just saved yourself some money and gave your 
child an even better birthday party.

Computer Instructions

This last set requires the use of a computer with an inkjet printer. The better the quality of the computer 
and printer the better quality lifesize cutouts you will produce. This will be the fastest and most cost 
efficient way to make your own cardboard cutouts.

* Computer
* Inkjet or Laser Printer
* High Quality Picture
* Large Cardboard Sheet / Box
* Large Poster Stand / Base
* Glue

For these cardboard cutouts you will need a high quality, high pixel picture. If you are taking the picture 
yourself be sure to use a digital camera that takes pictures that are no less than 8 megapixels. Anything 
smaller and your picture will distort when you enlarge it. Make sure that the picture has a solid color 
background. You will need a computer with a decent graphics program.



Make sure you close down all other programs on your computer as rendering a small picture to life size 
uses a lot of memory. You want to choose to "resize the image", and then choose to display size in 
"inch". Choose the height you want your finished cardboard cutouts to be, and then print it in sections. 
You can use liquid glue and apply it with a foam paint roller or use spray adhesive.

Apply the glue to the cardboard. Liquid glue works best, because it allows you to be able to slide the 
image in place. Once complete, let the glue set until it has dried then attach it to the base and now your 
cardboard cutouts are complete. Now you can rejoice it the fact that you have just saved yourself money 
and made your child's birthday even better.

Instead of cardboard you can use also corrugated plastic, also known as coroplast, which can be 
purchased at most sign or arts and crafts stores. Coroplast is great substitute as it is far more durable 
than cardboard. You can also use foam core, which is inexpensive, but it is typically sold in 30" by 40" 
and 3/16 inch thick pieces. Therefore, you will (depending on what your making) need to glue and brace 
a couple of these together to make your lifesize cutouts. For longer lasting cardboard cutouts you can 
use 1/4" tempered hardboard. Both the foam core and the hardboard can be purchased from most home 
repair stores.

Party Entrance Birthday Decorations

You can make or purchase a welcome sign for your child's party that says, "Welcome to (your child's 
name)'s (theme name) Birthday Party". If the party's theme involves animals, you can make animal 
footprint cutouts or enlarged laminated theme character of object related pictures and place them from 
the parking area to the front door or backyard depending on where your party is being held.

If there is a sidewalk leading to the party area, you can use theme shaped stencils and chalk to make 
theme related images or use chalk to draw alternating theme colored sections up the sidewalk. If you 
don't have a sidewalk, you can tie balloons in themed colors to party stakes and put them in the ground 
to make a path from the driveway to the party area.

Themed Toys and Objects

Here is a list of themed and non-themed toys and objects you can place around the party for birthday 
decorations and play:



* Character puppets
* Stuffed animals
* Small toys
* Books
* Games
* Ride-on toys
* Dolls
* Blocks with numbers and letters
* Learning toys

High Chair

If your party is for an infant child then their are very simple things you can do to turn your child's high 
chair into a seat worthy of your child on their special day. First you can cover the back of the chair and 
the legs in theme colored tulle fabric, then you can add streamers down the sides and back of the chair 
and place themed stickers along the top, sides, legs, and the outside edge of the tray. For a girl's party 
you can put a large bow on the back of the chair and small bows on the bottom of the chairs legs and 
decorate the top, sides, legs, and the outside edge of the tray with stick on jewelry.

Miscellaneous Birthday Decorations

1. If there is a pool for the adults and older children, you can use large inflatable theme shaped and/or
colored pool rafts.

2. Take a large cooler and fill it with water, ice, and your party drinks, then set some theme related
rubber bath toys on top of the drinks and ice.

3. When the children arrive to the party, decorate them with a themed party cone hat.

4. Play a theme related music CD in the party's background.



Are you looking for arrival and icebreaker ideas for your younger child’s birthday party? They may need 
icebreaker activities to help them get more familiar and comfortable with each other and their 
surroundings. They also work great as a way to occupy the children at the beginning of the party as the 
other guests are arriving. Here is a list of the best and most popular younger childrens birthday child 
arrival and icebreaker ideas.

Bubble Icebreaker Ideas

Playdough Icebreaker Ideas

These Playdough arrival icebreaker ideas are great, because they let the children play at their own pace, 
while at the same time being surrounded by the other children. Playdough is a great birthday party 
activity for your child's themed birthday party, and it will spark curiosity and creativity in your child and 
guests.

There isn't a child out there who doesn't love bubbles, and that’s why popping bubbles is the best and 
most guaranteed fun way to start your child's birthday party. Although, you can blow them yourself, it will 
be easier and save you valuable party time to use a bubble machine, and if you are having children blow 
their own bubbles have them use spill proof bottles and wands.

While the children are crawling and running around chasing the bubbles and waving around their 
bubble wands, it is a great idea to have some themed party music playing in the background to get your 
guests moving.

Make sure that no bubbles are blown over any children's swimming pools you may have at your party, 
because some children may try to run and jump in the pool to catch them which could cause an injury. It 
is also important to realize that the children will likely be spilling some bubble mixture on the ground, so 
have them do this icebreaker activity on a non-smooth surface to avoid slipping. The best thing about 
having the small children popping bubbles at the beginning of the party is that...

* It is fun to watch
* It gives time for the parents to be introduced and get situated
* The kids will all play together
* It will occupy the children until the other guests arrive



Give your birthday child and little guest's plastic theme shaped cookie cutters and some theme colored 
Playdough. If they choose not to use the cookie cutter, that's ok, just let them play and explore at their 
own pace, the cookie cutters can be sent home with your guests as a party favor. If the party is for a girl, 
you can use glitter playdough for an added touch.

A fun idea is to have the playdough already pre-cut into themed shapes before the party begins, so that 
way they will also serve as great party decorations. (You may want to put up a sign saying Playdough, 
just incase someone mistakes them for a decorative snack.) Make sure that you have a clean plastic or 
rubber mat set up for this activity, not just for your floors safety, but more importantly for the children's 
safety. Be sure that you choose a mat that is hard to bend or tear, so that it will not be a choking hazard.

Coloring Page Icebreaker Ideas

One very important thing to remember before planning to have an art activity at a child's birthday party 
is, to inform all of the parents prior to the party. That way, they can dress their children appropriately, to 
avoid any nice or new clothes from being ruined. Provide kids with crayons and markers, and have them 
color in theme related coloring books while waiting for the other guests to arrive.

If you wanted to make this a group activity, you can lay down large sheets of white butcher paper on a 
non-carpeted surface and let the children crawl and walk around to color wherever they want to on the 
paper. To keep the party as mess-free as possible use Crayola Color Wonders markers and finger-
paints.

Either you can give each child their own separate sheets to paint or draw on or you can tape many of the 
sheets together and have the children paint and draw in a group. Make sure that there is always an adult 
present while small children are coloring and finger painting, since children tend to want to mark on 
everything in the room. Also remember marker lids and broken crayons can be choking hazards.

Child's Last Year

You can show a home video of your baby's last year "highlights", this is great because most guests will 
love to watch their friends on television. That way they can be occupied until all the guests have arrived.

Story Time

Gather the children in a circle and read a theme related children's book. To make the story time extra 
special have the reader wear a theme related mask or costume.



Petting Zoo

For this type of entertainment, you can take the kids to your local petting zoo or hire a service that will 
bring the petting zoo to your home. Both have their benefits. If you go to your local petting zoo...

* You are in a more controlled environment
* The admission fee would be less
* There will be no mess from the animals that you will have to clean up

If you have a service bring the animals to your home...

* You won't have any travel expenses
* If some of the children are frightened by the animals (which can happen) there are other activities

they can do
* You can have more of a party because you won't lose time on getting all the children ready and

travel to and from a petting zoo

Remember, before you decide to have a petting zoo as a part of your child's birthday party, to call the 
parents of the children you will be inviting to see if their kids have any allergies to certain animals.



When deciding on a birthday party food menu, it is best to break the party's menu into the 5 major 
sections that make up any child's party menu and they are cake, child foods, adult foods, snacks, and 
drinks. Although, it may seem at first like there isn't much advanced planning needed to put the party's 
menu together, this couldn't be farther from the truth.

On this page you will find the greatest professional and practical tips and ideas for making a birthday 
party food menu that will go perfectly with any birthday party theme.

Birthday Party Food

Babies Food

When it comes to the birthday party food for your baby's party there are two groups of people you have 
to feed, your child and the other babies at the birthday party who probably are not eating solid foods yet, 
and the older kids and adults.

When choosing a baby's first birthday party food, most people typically only supply food for the older 
children and adults, but when it comes to throwing a first birthday party it's all about the babies. Always 
remember that when throwing any party some type of food should definitely be served, some people will 
come to a party without eating or feeding their children before hand, because they assume that food will 
be served.

Before deciding on any first birthday party food, it's a good idea to call the parents of the children that 
were invited to the party to see if their children have any food or drink allergies. Here is a list of common 
allergens that should not be served to or used as ingredients in foods for children under 12 months old.

* Chocolate
* Nuts
* Peanut butter
* Egg whites
* Honey
* Dairy products
* Fish
* Shellfish



Other foods that should be avoided are:

* Red colored drinks and juices (changes color of child's bowel to red, which can mask/imitate blood
being in child's stool)

* Highly acidic fruits and juices (irritate child's stomach, can cause diarrhea)
* Canned and processed foods (too high in sodium)
* Hot dogs (choking hazard)

It is a nice gesture to supply food to the other babies that will be attending the party. The best choices of 
first birthday party foods for the babies that will be at your baby's party are Gerber's stages 1 - 3 jarred 
foods. You can contact the parents prior to the party and ask them what stage of jarred food their child is 
at and what their favorite jarred food is.

Gerber has many excellent jarred foods to choose from, (They even offer organic jarred foods) as well 
as healthy snacks for children who are eating Stage 3 baby foods all the way up to children 2 years of 
age. You can have the babies snack on Gerber's Biter Biscuits and Zwieback Toast. They are ideal for 
babies who are learning to feed themselves.

For the children who are not quite able to eat hard foods, but can eat soft table foods, here is a list of 
first birthday ideas for foods that are usually acceptable by this stage. (They are children between the 
ages of 1 - 2 years old.)

* Pasta
* French Fries
* Baked Beans
* Cheese Puffs
* Potato Salad
* Baked Potatoes
* Macaroni Salad
* Sliced Soft Fruit (ex. banana, kiwi, peach)

You can have them snack on Gerber's Fruit/Veggie Wagon Wheels, Fruit/Veggie Puffs, and Organic 
Mini Fruits.

Older Kid and Adult Food

The birthday party food for your older kids party doesn't have to be theme related, as most of the guests 
including the guests of honor will not be eating it. Themed foods are usually made to entertain the 
children, and unless you are expecting a large amount of older children you should just prepare average 
children's party foods and spend your time on more important aspects of the party. Here are a few 
examples of birthday party foods you can serve older children and adults.



* Grilled/Fried Chicken
* Cheeseburgers
* Hotdogs
* Sub Sandwiches
* Pizza
* Ribs
* Kielbasa
* Salads
* Vegetables and Dip
* Chips
* Coleslaw
* Baked Beans
* Corn on the Cob
* Macaroni and Cheese
* Watermelon
* Fruit Kabobs

Select a take out menu, incase something were to happen to the party's food. It is great to have a 
backup plan for every aspect of your child's party. Always put the adult's snacks and foods that may be 
choking hazards for the smaller children on a higher table out of the children's reach. If you give the 
children a smaller snack table they will be less inclined to try to eat off the higher tables.

Party Drinks

When making out the birthday party food menu do not forget drinks. Popular birthday drinks are white, 
strawberry, and chocolate milk, Capri Sun fruit-flavored Roarin' Waters, lemonade, Gatorade, and Juicy 
Juice - Harvest Surprise. (one serving of Harvest Surprise contains 2 of the recommended servings of 
fruit & vegetables in a day) 

The most important drink to have at a birthday party is bottled water, especially if their will be babies 
attending that use canned baby formula. Make sure you have enough drinks for the party, you should 
have at least two drinks per guest, but it would be wise to have a little extra. It is best to keep the party's 
drinks in a cooler with ice rather than your refrigerator, so your refrigerator doesn't have to be opened all 
throughout the party, which can mess up it's thermostat.

A great tip to help stop the wasting of drinks and cups at the party is to write each guests name on their 
cups, so misplaced cups can be found instead of being dumped and thrown out.



Theme Colored Ice Cubes: Fill ice trays half way with a theme colored Kool-Aid flavor (fruit punch, 
grape, raspberry, orange, etc.), then after they freeze put another theme colored Kool-Aid flavor in the 
tray filling it to the top then freeze them again. Now you have themed multi colored ice cubes. (For an 
added touch use theme shaped ice cube trays.)

Theme Shaped Ice Cubes: Take a theme shaped candy mold and fill it with a theme colored beverage 
and put it in your freezer, and at the party use them in the guests drinks.

Birthday Cake

Cake Tips

Your child's cake should be at the top of your birthday party food list, you cannot have a birthday party 
without a birthday cake. You have three options for your child's birthday cake you can serve a store 
bought/professionally made cake, a homemade cake, or cupcakes. Purchasing a pre-made cake from a 
local grocery store, baker, or caterer may be easier, but it usually comes at a price.

Most pre-made cakes are dry, generically designed, and poor tasting, that is, unless you are paying 
$100 or more for the cake. If you do decide to go this route, it is best to order the cake at least two 
weeks, preferably three weeks in advance. Your next option is to bake your own homemade birthday 
cake. This not only can be a very rewarding experience, but you also have the ability to make the cake 
more personalized and theme oriented. There are two great ways to make your child's homemade 
birthday cake, you can make a cake in a regular shaped cake pan or use a 3-D theme shaped cake pan.

Both are great, because with a regular shaped cake pan you can use any of the countless decorations 
and decoration tools available in today’s market. It is important to remember that there are also non-
edible themed cake decorations you can buy, such as themed cake toppers and theme shaped candles.

When decorating your child's birthday cake there are two very important tips you should know about. If 
you are coloring the cakes icing yourself, be careful to not add too much dye, as it can cause the faces 
and hands of the parents and children attending the party to turn a different color. The other tip is that 
you can use any candy to help decorate the cake, don't feel confined to the typical store bought cake 
decorations. For instance, you can take a rolling pin, flatten chewy taffy textured candies, and then use a 
mini theme shaped cookie cutter to make colorful, edible, and theme shaped designs for the cake. (If 
you do not have a rolling pin Fruit Roll Ups can be used.)

3-D cake pans are nothing short of great, they are way better looking than any sheet cake, and are 
definitely worth the money. "Is a 3-D cake harder to decorate, than a sheet cake?" you ask. No, it's not! 
and I'll tell you why. All 3-D character cake pans come with step-by-step directions on how to decorate 
the cake. That way, even you can make a professional looking cake from home.



Just remember to try to keep the directions in mint condition, that way after the party, you can thoroughly 
clean out the cake pan and repackage it. 3-D character cake pans are very popular and can easily be 
sold on E-Bay, you should have no problem making at least half the money you paid for the cake pan 
back. Check with your friends and family to see if they may already have the cake pan that you’re 
looking for.

Universal Character Cake

Bake a cake mix of your choice preferably in an 11" x 15" x 2" or 12" x 18" x 2" rectangular cake pan. 
Take a colored coloring book quality picture of a theme related character or object and have it enlarged 
big enough so that it will fit to the edges of the cake without going over. Cut out the background of the 
picture then take a needle and poke a small hole every 1/4-inch along the outline of the picture.

When the cake has cooled put small blotches of frosting on the backside of the picture, so when you 
place it on the cake it will stay in place. (Make sure you don't put frosting over the holes you made along 
the outlining.) Now position the picture on the cake without it going over the edges.

Cut off the excess cake and put toothpicks 1/3 of the way down in the holes you made along the outline. 
(You can crumble up the excess cake and put it in a dish alternating between layers of cake and 
pudding for another party dessert) Remove the toothpicks and picture and use the colors on the picture 
and the holes made by the toothpicks to guide you while you ice the cake, as you ice over an area that 
had a hole place another toothpick.

After the cake has been iced remove the toothpicks and use a decorating bag with black frosting to 
outline the edges of the top of the cake and the inside outline area which should have been marked by 
the toothpicks.

Cupcakes

The idea of using cupcakes for a child's birthday party is becoming more popular everyday, and why 
wouldn't they be? They are easy to make, fun to decorate, and are the perfect serving size for your child. 
Some people underestimate how great theme-decorated cupcakes on a cupcake stand looks.

Even if the cupcakes are not a substitute for the birthday cake, they will definitely be a great looking 
addition to your child’s birthday party food menu. Cupcakes also work as great treats for the party's 
guests to take home. Make sure you have enough extra zip lock bags, saran wrap, and aluminum foil for 
all the leftover birthday party food, cake, and snacks.



Theme Shaped Foods

You can easily make many of the birthday party foods into the shapes of theme related characters and 
objects with theme shaped cookie cutters. Here is a list of foods you can use a theme shaped cookie 
cutter on.

* Sub Sandwiches
* Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwiches
* Hamburgers
* Pizza
* Cheese
* Salad Lettuce
* Biscuits
* Cold Butter Pats (mini cookie cutter)
* Brownies
* Cookies
* Melons (watermelon, cantaloupe, honey dew)
* Smaller Fruit (use a mini cookie cutter)
* Jell-o Jigglers
* Pie Crust
* Rice Krispies Treats



Party Favors

Birthday party favors are the perfect mementos to give your guests to thank them for attending your 
child's birthday party, and they are also great keepsakes of a memorable birthday party. One of the 
greatest parts of handing out party favors at a birthday party is the excitement on the children's faces 
as they receive them. Typically, most of the children at a birthday party haven't attended many birthday 
parties and will not be expecting their own little container of goodies at the end of the party. If you are 
looking for amazing money saving party favors go to our party supplies page at out site Themed 
Birthday Party Ideas.

The best time of the party to hand out the birthday party favors is at the end of the party, as the guests 
are leaving. If you hand them out during the party, they will distract the children and may keep them from 
participating in the party's games and activities or from interacting with the other children. It can also 
cause arguments among the children as one child may loose their favor and see another child with their 
own and assume they took theirs or they might get upset if any of their birthday party favors get broken 
during the party.

Simple favors are all you need as little children can be amused by simple toys, and make sure that the 
favors you buy are safe for small children if that is the age group they are intended for. When giving 
out birthday party favors to smaller children it is important to keep in mind to avoid favors that are 
smaller than 1/2 an inch, break easily, have small parts, and have pointed edges. Here is a list of the 
most popular birthday party favors for children of all ages:

    * Themed Puppets
    * Themed Stickers
    * Bubbles with Wand
    * Themed Board Books
    * Playdough and Theme Shaped Cookie Cutter
    * Small Theme Shaped Stuffed Animal
    * Themed Noisemaker
    * 1-2-3 or A-B-C Blocks
    * Coloring Books with Washable Markers or Crayons
    * Small Plastic Themed Toys
    * Themed Temporary Tattoos

 

http://www.themed-birthday-party-ideas.com/cheap-party-supplies.html
http://www.themed-birthday-party-ideas.com/cheap-party-supplies.html


Favor Bag

It looks best to send your guests home with their birthday party favors in a theme related bag or 
container. You can purchase favor boxes and bags with theme related graphics on them from a party 
supply store. If you don't like any of the store bought favor bags or boxes available for your child's 
party theme, you can use a background container commonly found in the party's theme. (Such as, a 
wicker basket for a picnic party, a honey pot for a bear party, or a purse for a princess party) 

    * Themed Kids Hats
    * Baby and Small Child Friendly Snacks
    * Themed Balloons (Mylar)
    * Sidewalk Chalk
    * Theme Shaped Sunglasses
    * Crayola Bathtub Crayons
    * Water Toys
    * Themed Hair Accessories
    * Themed Jewelry



Are you looking for fun and exciting birthday party games and activities? These birthday party games 
and activities were specifically chosen and designed to ensure your child's party guests have fun and 
stay entertained throughout the entire party. When planning a birthday party, it is important to include 
time for games and activities, because they create a fun and playful atmosphere for the party and give 
the children and adults the opportunity to get more familiar with each other.

If you are planning on the party being between 1 1/2 - 2 hours long it is best to have either two birthday 
party games and one activity or two activities and 1 group game. If you are planning on your child's party 
being longer than 2 hours you should add an additional game or activity for every 45 minutes longer the 
party will last.

When throwing a party for younger children it is important to remember that when playing birthday party 
games or activities children have a tendency to become jealous of other children who receive a prize 
when they don't. That is why you should avoid one winner games, though this doesn't mean you cannot 
play games where their is only one player left at the end of the game.

The best way of doing this is to give out a participation prize for all of the guest’s that get "out", and a 
slightly larger prize for the main winner(s). Another idea is to put the winners prize into the favor bag 
they receive before they leave the party.

When playing any birthday party games where a child gets "out", be sure to have a group activity set up 
for them to go to afterward. This is important because small children usually have a difficult time with 
sitting still waiting for the other children to finish, doing this will definitely save you and the other parents 
unnecessary grief.

For competitive birthday party games, make sure that all children are cheered for, and cheered for 
equally to help keep them in a playful state of mind instead of a competitive one.

Action Songs

Children of all ages love acting out, singing along with, hearing, and watching action songs. If you are 
throwing a birthday party, singing and acting out action songs with the children will definitely get and 
keep everyone in a playful party mood. Action songs are funny and/or upbeat songs that involve specific 
motions that are related to specific words or verses of the song.



Child Band

This is a great and definitely fun activity for smaller children, you should have a video recorder in hand if 
possible. For this activity, you will need enough multi instrument mini keyboards for all of the children 
that will be participating. (You can usually purchase these multi instrument keyboards from a local dollar 
discount store at a relatively low price)

If you have a large number of children that will be attending the party you can purchase 6 keyboards and 
have the children do this activity in groups, at different times. Have the children sit at least 2 feet apart, 
this will help keep the children from trying to grab another child's keyboard. Set the keyboards to 
different instruments and give one to each child, saving one for yourself to show them what to do.

Weighing Children

Unlike many birthday party games, this activity involves both the children and adults. For this game, you 
need a computer, paper, pencils, scale, and some children. As the parents arrive stand their child(ren) 
down on a sanitized standing scale, then on a piece of paper write the child's name and their weight, 
don't forget to weigh the birthday child. (Don't let the parents see any of the children’s weights, even 
their own)

After all of the guests with children have arrived, use a word processing program to print out a sheet of 
paper with all the children’s names typed out on separate lines with an under scored line across from 
them that is large enough for them to put their guesses on. Make sure you have the parents and their 
children cross out their names off their list to keep it fair. Have all of the parents and kids sit in a circle 
and then have the children stand in the center one at a time so everyone can make their guesses on 
thier sheets of paper.

When the players have written down all of their guesses, give them the children's real weights. Give the 
player with the most correct weights a prize, you can also give the players that guessed your child's 
weight correct a special prize.

Puppet Show

There is something about puppets talking and walking around on a mini stage that draws in a small 
child’s attention and wonder. Using puppets that are related to your child's party theme and a short funny 
theme related script, you or some imaginative and out going friends can put on a puppet show for the 
children.



The best places to get ideas for the puppet shows script is theme related movies, shows, and books. 
Though don't feel confined to using pre-written material, there is nothing wrong with being original and 
writing your own themed puppet masterpiece. A fun and cool idea would be to use your child's friends 
names in the script.

Baby, Baby, Tickle

This is one of the cutest baby birthday party games, it is a fun variation of the classic children's game 
Duck Duck Goose. Have the babies group together in circles with no more than five babies. (If you do 
groups larger that five babies, they may become bored with waiting for their turn)

Then have an adult crawl around the babies tapping them on their shoulders saying "baby"', (This will 
certainly spark curiosity and a few laughs) and when you get to the last baby say "tickle" and start 
tickling that baby. The greatest and funniest things about this game is that after you go around the circle 
and tickle a few of the babies, some of them will start laughing as soon as you tap their shoulder without 
you even having to tickle them.

Temporary Tattoos

Temporary tattoos are a great addition to most children's birthday parties, and an excellent substitute for 
face painting. If you're having an infant birthday party face paint is not a particularly safe activity for 
babies, as they may eat it, rub it in their eyes, or get upset when they see the other children getting it 
when they can't.

There is two things you can be sure of with temporary tattoos, that they will put smiles on every child’s 
face and the children will be excited to see the theme related characters and/or objects on their skin.

Baby Ball

This is a great active 1st birthday party game. For this game you will need 12 inexpensive baby bottles 
that are lightly weighed down and foam balls that are large enough to knock down the bottles. You can 
use stickers, theme colored fabric, and/or craft paint to decorate the bottles to match the party's theme.

Place the bottles in 2 rows of 6, then set the children next to each other. Make sure all of the kids that 
are participating are paying attention, then take a foam ball and throw it at the bottles while saying, 
"throw" at the same time, to show the children what to do.



Set the bottles back up and give the children their foam balls. Have a parent behind each child to help 
coach them to throw the ball and one adult in the middle of the lined up children to make the first throw 
to give the children a reminder of what they are to do.

When all of the children are ready, have the adult in the middle say, "throw" and throw their ball just over 
the top of the bottles. Remember that when playing 1st birthday party games to give all the babies a 
prize for playing to prevent jealousy.

Carriage Rides

This activity goes especially well with a younger girl’s birthday party. For this activity, you will need to 
paint a wooden pull wagon either white, pink or lavender. When the paint dries attach a white, pink, or 
lavender umbrella to the side or back of the wagon.

For a little extra pizzazz, add floral and theme related decals to the wagon, theme related stickers to the 
top and inside of the umbrella and inside of the wagon, and use a hot glue gun to attach a lavender or 
pink feather boa to the edge of the umbrella and the top edge of the wagons sides. On the day of the 
party, give the babies rides two at a time in the wagon, while playing themed music in the background.

My Child Did What?

The best time to play birthday party games for the adults is while the children are doing a group activity, 
just make sure their is an adult supervising the children while the other adults play the game. A couple of 
days prior to the party make a list of 10 funny and unique things you have seen your child do during the 
last year.

Now for each of the 10 things you wrote down write down 3 more off the wall and silly things they didn't 
do. On the day of the party, give the players a pen and a sheet of paper numbered down the sheet 1 to 
10 with an underscored line across from the numbers for the players to write their guesses down. Then 
inform them that you will be reading off four different things you child may or may not have done in the 
last year and that it is up to them to decide which one is true. (When announcing the 4 scenarios refer to 
them in multiple choice form. ie. A, B, C and D )

After each guess have them read their guesses aloud, then give them the correct answer and hand out a 
small prize to all players who had the answer right. Then at the end of the game give out a larger prize to 
the player with the most correct, make sure you choose a prize that you have multiples of, incase their is 
a tie. Great prize ideas for adults are votive candles, small bottles of scented lotion, or fizzy bath balls.



Free Play

Put the children in a designated play area with an assortment of your child’s toys. It is best not to include 
your child's favorite toy as this may cause an unpleasant situation if they see another child with that toy.

For a fun touch, you can have a bubble machine going in the background, just make sure that if a bubble 
machine is being use that it is not over a smooth surface. (The bubbles popping on the floors smooth 
surface can make it slippery and a definite safety hazard.)

Child Art

This is one of those few birthday party games that is also an activity. Lay down a large sheet of white 
butch paper in a non-carpeted area giving the children a 2' by 2' area to color in and give them all white 
T-shirts to wear while they paint. Give the children theme shaped sponges, stickers, markers, and finger-
paints to decorate their area on the butcher paper, and remember to encourage a messy T-shirt.

After about 15 minutes, have the children stop coloring, then cut out each child’s masterpiece and 
remove their white T-shirts. (Use a themed colored permanent marker to write each child's name on their 
picture and T-shirt) Now have you and a couple other adults give out awards/prizes to the creative kids 
who participated, it's important to remember with small children’s parties it is best to have everyone a 
winner.

A few examples of ideas for awards are most colors used, most straight lines, most hand prints, 
messiest T-shirt, cleanest T-shirt. At the end of the party, the parents can take the pictures and shirts 
home as keepsakes of your child's birthday party.

Pull-String Pinata

This is definitely one of the simplest birthday party games that you can have the children play at the 
party. (Pull-string Pinatas are Pinatas that have a trap door at the bottom with several strings attached to 
it, only one string will open the trap door to empty the Pinata and the other strings will just pull off without 
anything happening.)

All you need to do is purchase a themed related pull-string Pinata and fill it with age appropriate candy, 
snacks, and/or toys. Then you can have the children take turns pulling the strings, or if your afraid that 
some children may not get a turn you can have them all grab a string and pull it together. Remember to 
have themed baggies on hand for the children to collect their goodies in. If you want a high quality 
Pinata that is $15 - $20 below retail price visit out site Themed Birthday Party Ideas.

http://www.themed-birthday-party-ideas.com/pinata-game.html


Ball Play

Birthday activities don't have to be elaborate, they can be as simple as having the children play with a 
simple toy that all kids love, bouncy balls. For this activity, you will need to have a large enclosed play 
area for the children, so no balls roll away which can cause a safety hazard.

Then put the children in the play area with a wide assortment of different sized, colored, and textured 
bouncy balls and let them push and bounce the balls around and to each other. Have the adults 
encourage the children to play together, sharing is key.

It is best to use multiples of each kind of ball you use, as some children may grab a ball that is different 
from all of the others and not want to part with it. (Avoid any balls smaller than 2” in diameter as they are 
a safety concern)

Bubble Pop

This is one of the few birthday party games where the younger children have a better chance of winning 
than the game than the older kids. Lay down a 5' by 2' stretch of bubble wrap, preferably over a hard 
surface.

Then have each player walk across the bubble wrap and who ever makes it to the other side without 
popping any air bubbles gets a prize. (If everyone makes the bubble wrap pop, give a prize to the 
player(s) who popped the least.)

Pool Art

This is a fun activity if you are throwing a summertime party with a child-sized pool. It is also a great art 
activity on a hot day that combines two things that small children love, coloring and playing in water.

Just put the children in a light colored child-sized pool with an assortment of colored bathtub crayons. Be 
cautious of which bathtub crayons you use, their are some generic versions out there that do not have a 
non-toxic label and/or turn slimy when introduced to water. The best bathtub crayons I have come 
across and heard rave reviews for are the Crayola Bathtub Crayons, they are non-toxic and work very 
well in water.



Before you add water to the pool, you can use a theme colored bathtub crayon and a stencil of a theme 
related character or object to make outlines on the bottom of it. When filling a child sized pool you should 
keep the water level under 4 inches as anything higher is a safety concern, also always have a 
responsible adult present while children are playing in or near the pool.

Which is it?

For this game you will need to cut hand sized holes in the opposing sides of four identical boxes with 
lids. Then wrap the boxes and lids up in theme related wrapping paper and put the numbers 1 - 4 on the 
fronts of the boxes.

Cut the wrapping paper out where the hand holes are and place non-theme related toys or stuffed 
animals in three of the boxes and a theme related object in the last empty box. Place the lids back on 
the boxes and tell the children what the object is that they will be looking for.

Then have the children take turns putting their hands in the different boxes feeling all of the objects, then 
guessing which box contains the theme related object mentioned before the game began. Write each of 
the children's name's and guesses down and after all the children have had their turn, give the children 
who guessed the correct box a prize.

Sing and Dance

This simple activity will definitely get your little guests in the party mood. Play theme related music and 
have the parents encourage their children to group together and swing around, jump, and dance to the 
music.

Busy Bump

This is one of our silliest and most active birthday party games for small children. In a large room or play 
area, play theme related music and drive your themed busy bump around the room for the children to 
chase. Have an adult get on their hands and knees and chase it around the room to show the children 
what to do. 

Be sure to use a space large enough so that you won't have to drive it towards any children and possibly 
scare them, make sure that you keep this a chasing game. Give the children who catch the busy bump a 
sucker. Keep reading to learn how to make your own themed busy bump.



Take a slow moving small remote controlled vehicle, make sure it is either made for small children or has 
a low speed setting to avoid injuries. Now find a light weighing plastic bowl that will fit evenly over the top 
of the remote controlled car leaving at least 1.5 centimeters of space between the edge of the bowl and 
the floor, now attach the bowl evenly to the car with tape.

The best way of doing this is applying duct tape across the top of the bowl all the way around across the 
center of the bottom of the car, make sure you make a hole for the antenna as well. Depending on what 
kind of batteries the remote controlled car takes, make sure the batteries are new or fully charged before 
taping it to the bowl.

Now you can decorate the top of the bowl to match your child's birthday party theme. You should first 
paint it a medium theme color to hide the tape, when the paint dries you can hot glue a theme related toy 
on top. Add theme colored craft pom poms, themed stickers, and even tulle ribbon. Before you tape and 
decorate the busy bump, make sure the bowl and decorations you use aren't too heavy that it will not be 
able to move and that enough of the antennae is exposed to get a signal from the controller.

Wagon Ride

Give the children turns being pulled around in a children’s pull wagon. For an added touch you can 
decorate the wagon with helium filled theme colored latex balloons or theme shaped Mylar balloons and 
stickers, play theme related music, and have the person pulling the wagon wear a theme related 
costume or mask.

Endless Memories

This is an example of how birthday party games can leave a lifetime impact on your child. So your child 
will remember this milestone event in their life, this is the best time to make your child a time capsule. 
This game will give your child countless mementos and keepsakes from the most important people in 
their life on this very special day in their life.

At the party, have a table setup with name cards, so the guests can set down the objects they brought to 
put in the time capsule. Then give out various prizes/awards to the guests that participated, you can give 
them for many things for example:

* Most objects added
* Most sentimental object
* Funniest object
* Smallest object
* Most colorful object



© 2008 by Michael Goff of www.themed-birthday-party-ideas.com

All rights reserved. No part of  this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means 
without written permission from its author (Michael Goff), except in the case of brief quotations embodied 
in critical articles and reviews.
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