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What you need to play

Introduction

Online version
• You can access the game here. 

• Choose one of the four different player options: 
- You vs the computer 
- Play with a friend 
- Play with two friends 
- Play with three friends

• Select a colour scheme for each player.

Offline version
• A copy of the Keys & Locks game board printed to A3 (we recommend that you laminate it for 

future use)

• A dice

• Two to four players

• Coloured counters, one for each player 

How to play
The game can take between 5 and 20 minutes to play depending on the number of 
players. The objective of the game is to reach the top of the board before the other 
players.

Each player puts their counter on square 1 in the bottom right hand corner of the board.

Players take turns at rolling the dice and moving forward that number of spaces along  
the board.

If two or more people are playing, the youngest person should go first, followed by the 
person to their left and so on.

If your counter lands at the bottom of a ladder, you move up the ladder by getting one of 
the keys to unlocking education. Read the information to find out more about this key.

If your counter lands at the top of one of the arrows, you face a barrier that locks you out 
of education and must slide down. Read the information to find out more about this lock.

The first player to reach the unlocked padlock on square 64 is the winner. You have been 
lucky enough to receive a quality education that will unlock your potential! 
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A quality education is key to unlocking a child’s potential. It should never be a game of chance. 
But for the millions of children currently locked out of school, education is like the roll of a dice. 

In a twist on the classic children’s game Snakes & Ladders, Theirworld has created Keys & Locks, 
a game to explore some of the opportunities and barriers faced by children around the world 
when it comes to getting a quality education. 

What happens if you’re one of the lucky ones, and what happens if you’re locked out and sent 
back to square one?

https://theirworld.org/campaigns/play-our-education-game
https://theirworld.org/campaigns/play-our-education-game


Theirworld is a global children’s charity committed to ending the global 
education crisis and unleashing the potential of the next generation.

Registered Charity 1092312

Please feel free to print, copy and distribute these materials in their 
entirety for non-commercial educational purposes only. However, 
alteration, modification, extraction or reproduction of any part of 

these materials and/or commercial use is prohibited.

We hope these materials will be of interest and use but ultimately 
defer to you to check and decide whether these materials are 

suitable. We do not provide any warranty or guarantee, or accept 
liability, as to the accuracy, performance and suitability of the 
materials or information provided for any particular purpose.

 


