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I. Introduction to the Book of Revelation 

a) Revelation 1:3 states, "Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the 

things which are written in it; for the time is near." God promises to bless us beyond measure if we read, hear, 

and heed the prophetic message contained in the book of Revelation.  

b) When most people think about the book of Revelation, they are filled with feelings of fear, anxiety, and 

confusion, which leads to avoiding the book all together. To them, the book of Revelation is only a mystical, 

symbolic book that no one can possibly understand, littered with dreadful symbolism such as a grotesque 

dragon, terrifying demons, a seductive harlot, destructive asteroids hitting the earth, incomprehensible 

torment and punishment for unbelievers, and an existential world war that will annihilate half the 

population. Unfortunately, because much of the mainstream church considers this book too controversial 

and too challenging to interpret, the book of Revelation has been deemed an irrelevant and even weird part 

of the Bible reserved for the fanatical and unbalanced Christian. 

c) While the book of Revelation is definitely intense, contains some challenging to interpret symbolism, and 

foretells of difficult days ahead, it is the most beautiful revelation of who Jesus is, who He is calling His bride 

to be, what He is commissioning her to do, and how God's kingdom will come to the earth in fullness at the 

end of the age.  

d) The book begins with this beautiful statement: "The Revelation of Jesus Christ" (Rev. 1:1). Far more than just 

cataclysmic events transpiring upon the earth, the book of Revelation is the clearest picture of the beauty 

and glory of Jesus Christ and His incomprehensible invitation for His people to partner with Him in both the 

ultimate conflict of the ages and the establishment of the kingdom of God upon the earth. 

e) The book of Revelation is a critical part of the Bible that the entire body of Christ in all of its denominations, 

tribes, and streams in every nation needs to fully embrace and obey, "for the time is near" (Rev. 1:3). 

f) From the time Revelation was written, it has been considered an authentic work of the apostle John, the 

beloved disciple of Jesus and author of the Gospel of John and First, Second, and Third John. The early 

church fathers, including Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, and Origen, all accepted 

the apostle John's authorship. Not until the third century was John's authorship questioned, but most 

conservative scholars believe that John the Apostle, one of Jesus' closest friends, wrote the book of 

Revelation. 

g) Because John was a faithful witness of Jesus Christ and the Word of God, Roman authorities exiled him to the 

isle of Patmos, which was a small, rocky Greek island in the Aegean Sea reserved for criminals of the state. 

Here, in isolation and in miserable conditions, John wrote the book of Revelation—one of the greatest books 

in the Bible. Though some debate exists about when the book of Revelation was written, many scholars 

believe there is ample evidence that John wrote this sometime between 95-96 A.D. during the reign of 

Domitian. 

II. Jesus' Seven Messages to Seven Churches 

a) After the introduction of the book, Jesus addressed seven real churches in the Roman province of Asia Minor 

(modern-day Turkey) in Revelation 2-3.  

b) Jesus' purpose in these seven messages was to move the church beyond initial salvation into the eternal 

purpose that has forever burned in the heart of God. This eternal purpose is for the Father to have many sons 

who are an exact representation of Christ and for the Son to have an equally-yoked bride who will partner 

with Him to establish the kingdom of God upon the earth.  

c) Though many other churches existed at the time, Jesus strategically chose these seven churches because of 

their cultural significance, their importance in the community, their proximity to one another, and because 

they were important trade and communication centers.  
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d) Most importantly, Jesus chose these seven churches because their unique cultural situation and challenge 

was similar to the struggle that most believers would face in the centuries leading to His return. The seven 

issues that Jesus addressed are the core challenges that most believers faced then and today.  

e) Jesus' seven messages are not isolated messages to seven different churches. They are a coherent message 

to the entire church—the church in the first century, the church throughout history, and the church today. 

Jesus handpicked these seven churches to call all of His people to overcome cold love, apostasy, the 

influence of false teachers and false prophets, compromise, lawlessness, apathy, and self-satisfaction. These 

strategic messages were intended to instill a rock-solid, persevering faith in His people, resulting in faithful 

obedience to His voice and His Word until the end. 

f) Given that these messages are one coherent message, Jesus' intention was not for us to overcome in two of 

the seven areas or in five of the seven areas. Jesus is looking for us to overcome in all seven areas that He 

identified if we are to share in the eternal rewards that He offers. For example, if we overcome losing our first 

love but are overcome by the influence of Jezebel, then we will not share in the eternal rewards that Jesus 

offers in Revelation 2-3.  

g) Jesus' invitation is an all-or-nothing challenge for us to overcome in every area of compromise if we want to 

share in the eternal rewards enumerated in Revelation 2-3. This all-or-nothing invitation is a unique calling 

that Paul termed "the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" and is the eternal purpose of creation (Phil. 3:14, 

KJV).  

h) In each of the seven messages, Jesus used the following structure. He: 

 Revealed a particular characteristic of who He is; 

 Commended the church for their good works; 

 Corrected them in the area where they had compromised; 

 Exhorted them to overcome in their struggle; 

 Promised eternal rewards to those who overcame. 

III. The High Calling of God in Christ Jesus 

a) Toward the end of his life, Paul revealed a unique calling that was available to every believer, which he 

identified as "the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:14, KJV). Though all believers are invited to 

pursue this high calling, it not automatically given to us just because we believe in Jesus Christ.  

b) Though Paul didn't state many of the details of this calling, Jesus revealed the specifics of it in His seven 

messages to the churches of Asia Minor. After carefully studying the promises that Jesus offers to those who 

overcome, I have identified 17 unique eternal rewards in Revelation 2-3. Most of these rewards can be 

categorized as eternal glory, eternal authority, and eternal intimacy. We will review the specifics of these 

rewards throughout this class. 

c) These eternal rewards are the job description of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus and can be 

summarized as the Father having many sons who are an exact representation of Christ and the Son having 

an equally-yoked bride who will partner with Him during the Millennial Kingdom and throughout eternity. In 

Revelation 2-3, Jesus invites us to become the inheritance of the Father as an overcoming son and to 

become His inheritance as a worthy bride who will rule and reign with Him forever. 

d) This calling begins at the second coming of Christ, is established during the Millennial reign of Christ, and 

then extends into eternity when the new city Jerusalem comes down to the new earth (Rev. 21:1-2). 

e) Because this invitation is so amazingly good—so good that all the languages of the world could not even 

come close to articulating how incredible it really is—the only acceptable response is to give our all. This 

invitation demands that we pursue it with everything that we are and all that we have. Our best time, energy, 

and resources must be directed to pursuing this call if we want to be qualified for it.  



Session 1: The Call to Overcome                           The Overcomers Class 
 

 

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org        Page 5 
 

f) A great tragedy in the church today is that so many of God's people are pursuing a destiny that involves a 

bigger and better version of themselves—more influence, more money, more knowledge, more 

opportunities, more success, more glory—rather than a God-centered destiny rooted in God's eternal 

purpose. What started as an innocent desire to build a growing church, lead many into deeper expressions of 

worship, become a best-selling author that influences nations, or make millions for the kingdom, over time, 

became the platform that made the minister prosperous and famous. Tragically, many leaders have 

exchanged a destiny rooted in God's eternal purpose for a self-centered destiny that is all about their brand 

and bank account. 

g) Just as tragic is the believer with such an incomprehensible eternal destiny and inheritance living without a 

vision of God's eternal purpose for them. Undoubtedly, this is why many are overcome with hopelessness, 

despair, or the drive to constantly gratify the cravings of their flesh. Like Esau, who forfeited his birthright for 

a pot of stew, so many believers have sold their birthright (the high calling of God) for fleshly indulgences, 

bitterness, materialism, influence, and fame. 

h) Jesus' message to the seven churches is intended to redirect our focus away from the temporary—away 

from a self-centered destiny that is all about us—to the eternal, which is about becoming the inheritance of 

God and sharing in the inheritance of Christ.  

IV. Overcoming the Influence of Culture 

a) Over the past twenty years, there has been so much discussion in the body of Christ about the need to be 

culturally relevant. Since the body of Christ can quickly fossilize through dead religion and manmade 

traditions, much of this teaching has resulted in great improvements in our ability to reach the unchurched.  

b) For the most part, the emphasis on being culturally relevant has had a tremendous impact in the way many 

churches design their buildings and services, communicate, create new music, and reach out to the lost. 

Church atmospheres are now more inviting, the music is more inspiring, and the messages more relevant. 

c) Though this move toward being culturally relevant is mostly positive, hardly any of these same voices have 

called the church to overcome the influence of culture—which is one of the main things that Jesus 

addressed in Revelation 2-3. The seven churches throughout Asia Minor were heavily influenced by the 

behaviors, beliefs, and values of their surrounding community and for these believers to overcome, as Jesus 

exhorted, they would not only have to overcome the particular struggle that the Lord identified, but also the 

cultural influence that was inspiring it. 

d) For example, the believers in Ephesus had lost their first love due to the busyness of doing ministry in the 

fast-paced metropolis of Ephesus. The believers in affluent Laodicea had become lukewarm in their passion 

for Jesus because the prosperity of the city made them self-reliant and in need of nothing. The believers in 

Thyatira were seduced into idolatry and immorality by the culturally accepted trade guilds of the city, which 

pressured people to pay homage to idols and to participate in drunken orgies in exchange for favorable 

business opportunities. The believers in Sardis—like the city which was at onetime wealthy and virtually 

unconquerable due to its location on a high hill—gloried in its past reputation rather than doing the works 

that God was currently calling them to do. 

e) The point is that the culture in which we live—with all the generally accepted behaviors, beliefs, values, work 

schedules, fashion, manners, jokes, celebrations, food, and forms of entertainment and recreation—can 

easily shape the way we live the Christian life. And without realizing it, when the values of our surrounding 

culture replace the values of the kingdom, we fall prey to great deception and compromise. That is why 

Jesus exhorted these seven churches—and us today—to live by the culture of the kingdom rather than the 

culture of our city or nation. 

f) Think of the way this affects us today. America, for example, is a very busy, materialistic, and entertainment-

driven culture. Undoubtedly, the values of America have crept into the American church and most believers 

are too busy to seek the Lord, to spend time in the Word, and to pray. To survive in our materialistic culture, 
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we have to work 50 to 60 hours a week just to survive. Furthermore, the entertainment-driven culture of 

America has persuaded many American churches to focus on creating better events rather than raising up 

disciples. Many American church services today are nothing more than religious entertainment with well-

performed music, a motivational message, and the lighting and sound that rivals secular concerts. In our 

effort to become culturally relevant, we have become kingdom irrelevant. Unfortunately, most American 

believers would have major culture shock if the culture of the kingdom was truly embraced in a church!  

V. The Importance of Repentance 

a) In this watered-down era of Western Christianity, "repentance" is hardly mentioned anymore. Some 

prominent leaders even teach that repentance is unnecessary because of the finished work of the cross.  

b) Undoubtedly, part of the distaste that many believers feel toward "repentance" is because of spiritual abuse 

or preachers speaking with an angry tone and using harsh language that makes people feel guilty and 

ashamed. Some, after a steady diet of condemning messages of how angry God is and how bad they are, 

have shunned the essential doctrine of repentance altogether and want to hear nothing about it. 

c) In spite of the unpopularity and abuses of repentance, Jesus exhorted five of the seven churches to repent 

(Rev. 2:5, 16, 21, 22; 3:3, 19).  

d) If we want to qualify for the high calling of God, if we want to become the inheritance of God and to share in 

the inheritance of Christ, it will absolutely require repentance—deep repentance, regular repentance, and 

even a lifestyle of repentance.  

e) Because repentance evokes such negative emotions these days, we need to take a fresh look at repentance 

and recover this precious gift. For starters, to repent means "to change one's mind for better." It is thinking 

about a particular issue, sin, struggle, or stronghold one way and then having a "paradigm shift" where you 

see it completely different. 

f) Repentance is like exchanging sun-soaked rancid beef for perfectly cooked filet mignon. It is exchanging the 

inferior pleasures of sin for the superior pleasures in God. And in the context of Revelation 2-3, it is 

exchanging a mindset that leads to self-centeredness and compromise for a mindset that positions us to 

share in the 17 eternal rewards that Jesus offers. In short, repentance is a great friend on our journey toward 

the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

VI. The Call to Overcome 

a) The call to overcome is one of the predominant themes in the book of Revelation. The Greek word translated 

overcome or overcame is nikaō (nik-ah'-o), which means to conquer absolutely, to carry off the victory, or to 

come off victorious. This definition indicates that there is some type of struggle one engages in and endures 

through on the road to victory. 

b) The Greek word nikaō is used seventeen times in the book of Revelation. Eight times—or almost half the 

time—this word is used to call believers to overcome some type of struggle, entanglement, sin, or area of 

compromise. For example, this word is used to call believers to overcome losing their first love, the works of 

Jezebel, apathy, and self-satisfaction (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21; 21:7).  

c) In four instances, this word is used to show that someone has overcome. For example, Jesus overcame, sat 

down on His Father’s throne, and received the right to break the seven-sealed scroll (Rev. 3:21; 5:5). In the 

future, the saints will overcome the dragon by the blood of the Lamb, the word of their testimony, and by 

not loving their lives unto death (Rev. 12:11). They will also overcome the Antichrist and the dragon through 

martyrdom and will worship God on the sea of glass (Rev. 15:2).  

d) In each case, there is one thing that stands out—overcomers do not love their own lives. They love God more 

than they love themselves. They want to do the will of God more than they want comfort, honor, fame, and 

fortune. They want to please God more than they want to gratify their flesh.  
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e) Overcomers are people of humility and meekness who have learned to take up their cross and follow Jesus. 

They endure through tribulations and trials without quitting. They do not tolerate the works of darkness and 

will die for the cause of Christ if necessary. They stay awake, alert, and remain on fire for God by resisting all 

forms of complacency. 

f) The call to overcome is a call to every believer to prevail over the enemy through aggressive determination 

and spiritual violence (Matt. 11:12). It is a call to defeat, conquer, subdue, and vanquish everything that 

stands in the way of God’s highest and best. 

g) The call to overcome is an invitation to posses our full eternal inheritance which is freely offered to us 

through the blood of Jesus. 

h) Revelation 19:7 says that "his bride has made herself ready." Revelation 2-3 shows how the bride makes 

herself ready. Namely, the bride makes herself ready by overcoming everything that Jesus specified in His 

messages to the seven churches. The term overcomers, therefore, refers to both the worthy bride of the 

Lamb and the mature, Christ-like sons of God. 

i) To rightly interpret Jesus' messages to the seven churches, one of the most important questions that must 

be answered is who are the overcomers? This question is hotly debated and three main views exist: 1) The All 

Believers View; 2) The Loss of Salvation View; and 3) The Eternal Rewards View. 

VII. View #1: The All Believers View 

a) This view is best summarized by George Zeller, an associate pastor at Middletown Bible Church in 

Connecticut. Answering the question about who the overcomers are from Revelation 2-3, he wrote, "Who is 

the overcomer? This is answered in 1 John 5:4,5....According to these verses every born again believer is an 

overcomer. Why is this true? It is because the Lord Jesus is THE OVERCOMER and we are trusting and resting 

in His perfect victory (compare John 16:33). How can a person be joined to Jesus Christ and be in perfect 

union with Him, and not be a victor?"1 

b) Zeller goes on to say, "Romans 8:37 is an excellent 'overcomer' verse because it teaches that every believer is 

'more than an overcomer,' indeed he is a 'super-overcomer' (literal rendering of Greek). The 'we' of verse 37 

refers to every true believer (those who have been predestinated, called, justified, glorified—v.29-30)....We 

are not just overcomers, we are more than overcomers! We are not just victors, we are more than victors! 

How could anyone say, in light of this, that some believers are not overcomers? No believer is less than an 

overcomer, all believers are 'more than overcomers'! Ours is an overwhelming victory!"2 

c) To summarize this view, many people believe that every born-again believer, at the very moment they put 

their faith in Jesus Christ and believe that He is truly the Son of God, automatically become one of the 

overcomers that Jesus called for in Revelation 2-3. Faith in Jesus rather than faithfulness to Him is 

emphasized in this position. That means the spiritually mature and the immature are equally overcomers 

because they are in Christ and Christ is the overcomer. So, all the rewards in Revelation 2-3 are automatically 

and fully given to all believers as part of the package of receiving eternal life.  

d) This view is built around three passages of Scripture: 1 John 4:1-6; 1 John 5:1-5; and Romans 8:31-39. Because 

this question determines how we interpret Revelation 2-3, let's spend some time looking at these passages 

of Scripture to see whether or not believers are automatically the overcomers that Jesus called for in 

Revelation 2-3. 

e) Let's look first at the two passages in 1 John. Anyone who has ever studied 1 John realizes that one of the 

primary reasons he wrote this book was to address the growing threat of Gnosticism that was gaining 

influence in the church. Gnosticism taught that matter is inherently evil; therefore, it is inconceivable that a 

righteous divine being could possibly take on wicked human flesh. This idea resulted in a teaching that 

distinguished between the man Jesus and the spiritual Christ who came upon Jesus at His baptism but 

departed before His crucifixion. Because of this heresy, Gnosticism denied the incarnation of Jesus Christ and 
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taught that Jesus was not the divine, eternal, uncreated Son of God. This behind scenes look at John's day 

makes interpreting 1 John 4:1-6 and 1 John 5:1-5 much easier.  

f) Consider what John wrote in 1 John 4:2-4: "By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that 

Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; 

this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 

You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who 

is in the world." 

g) The idea here is that all believers have overcome the false teachers and false prophets of Gnosticism—or any 

other heresy and false religion—that denies the deity of Jesus Christ and repudiates the incarnation. The 

spirit of antichrist inspires such teaching and all true believers who have a revelation that Jesus is the divine, 

uncreated, eternal Son who has come in the flesh have overcome the spirit of antichrist and the false 

teachers. 

h) Now look at what John wrote in 1 John 5:4-5. Keep in mind that what John wrote in the previous chapter is 

still fresh on his mind. He said, "For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that 

has overcome the world—our faith. Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that 

Jesus is the Son of God?"  

i) Notice very carefully that John doesn't say that every born-again believer has overcome every single struggle 

and obstacle. He says clearly that we have overcome the world by faith. Our faith is obviously our belief that 

Jesus Christ is God's uncreated and eternal Son who came in the flesh and became a Man, fully divine and 

fully human. And this belief has overcome the world. But in the context of 1 John 4-5, what is the world?  

j) To answer this question, look at what John says: "Every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this 

is the spirit of antichrist, of which...now it is already in the world....They [the false teachers and the false 

prophets] are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them....For 

whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 

Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God" (1 John 4:3-5; 

5:4-5). 

k) In context, the "world" is the worldview promoted by the false teachers and the false prophets influenced by 

the spirit of antichrist that denies the deity of Jesus Christ and rejects the incarnation. Our faith is what 

overcomes this worldview, but it doesn't mean that we have automatically overcome every issue we will ever 

face, especially the issues that Jesus addressed in Revelation 2-3. 

l) So the idea that all believers are automatically overcomers because of our faith in Jesus Christ does not 

consider the context of 1 John, the influence of Gnosticism, and the heresy that John said that our faith 

overcomes. Clearly, John was not making a blanket statement that all believers are automatically overcomers 

in every struggle because they believe Jesus is the Son of God. The context of 1 John 4-5 makes this 

absolutely clear. 

m) The next text to consider is Romans 8:31-39. In this section of Scripture, Paul specifically said, "But in all these 

things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us" (Rom. 8:37). Like Zeller said, the literal 

rendering of the Greek can mean a "super-overcomer." Yet those who purport that all believers automatically 

overcome every struggle don't consider the tense of this verse. Paul did not say, "We have overwhelmingly 

conquered"—as in it is finished and done; therefore, we are already the overcomers in Revelation 2-3. Rather, 

he used the present tense, implying that because of Christ's deep love for us and by His power at work in us, 

we have the potential to overcome any and all struggles that we might face. Paul did not teach that 

overcoming was automatic but that it was possible because of the love of God and the power of the 

indwelling Spirit.  

n) Let's just assume for a minute that all believers are automatically overcomers. If that was the case, then just 

who is Jesus addressing in Revelation 2-3. It can't be believers because they have already overcome all the 
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issues that Jesus addressed because of their faith in Him. So I guess it would have to be unbelievers, right? 

But this doesn't make any sense at all. Why would Jesus tell unbelievers to return to their first love? Have you 

ever met an unbeliever who at one time loved Jesus as their first love? Absolutely not! Or why would Jesus 

rebuke an unbeliever for being lukewarm toward Him? Until the Spirit of God dwells in the heart of a person 

they are naturally cold toward Jesus—not lukewarm. 

o) The All Believers View does not stand the test of the Scriptures commonly used to validate this claim nor does 

it make any sense when considering the context of Revelation 2-3. 

VIII. View #2: The Loss of Salvation View 

a) Not nearly as prominent as the previous view, The Loss of Salvation View teaches that believers in Revelation 

2-3 are being exhorted to faithfulness so that they won't lose their salvation. In this view, overcoming is 

synonymous with eternal salvation and failing to overcome means that one loses their salvation and spends 

eternity in the lake of fire. 

b) Based upon this view, if we failed to overcome all spiritual immaturity and we had any area of compromise in 

our life, we would forfeit our salvation. That means only the mature believers would be saved. 

c) This view believes that the Christians at Ephesus, who were working hard to spread the gospel throughout 

their city and region, but who lost their first love because they put ministry above devotion to Jesus, would 

spend eternity in hell if they died before renewing their first love. Or the believers at Laodicea, who had 

grown self-sufficient and lukewarm due to their prosperity, would lose their salvation if they did not 

overcome their self-satisfaction and burn with fiery passion for Jesus Christ before they died.  

d) The Loss of Salvation View teaches that though believers receive the free gift of salvation by faith in Jesus' 

finished work on the cross, unless they maintain it by their faithfulness, they will lose it and go to hell. In this 

view, perseverance is the main component that keeps us saved. 

e) The major problem with The Loss of Salvation View is that it undermines the gospel that Paul clearly taught in 

his epistles. Paul taught that we are born again by faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross 

before we do any good works or obey any of God's commands. Known as justification by faith, we are 

pronounced innocent and righteous before the Supreme Court of Heaven because the perfect righteousness 

of Christ is imputed to our account. That means all the guilt, shame, and condemnation that held us in 

bondage has been broken! Furthermore, the Spirit of God has caused us to be born again—which means 

that we have received a new righteous spirit, a new tenderized heart, and the Holy Spirit has come to dwell 

within us. In summary, there is no amount of righteous works that can save us or keep us saved; only God 

can save us and keep us saved as we put our faith in Him. 

f) In summary, salvation is something that we obtain in our spirit when we are born again; it is not something 

that we have to maintain by good works.  

IX. View #3: The Eternal Rewards View 

a) The Eternal Rewards View is what this class is based upon and it rightly teaches that every believer must 

overcome the seven issues that Jesus highlighted if they want to receive the 17 eternal rewards listed in 

Revelation 2-3. This view teaches that believers are not automatically overcomers because of their faith in 

Jesus Christ, but by their lifelong faithfulness to Him. That is, in cooperation with the grace of God, 

overcomers are those who work, fight, and persevere so that they can fully obey God's Word and voice. Only 

those who mature by faithful and steady obedience will be qualified for the high calling of God described by 

the eternal rewards in Revelation 2-3.  

b) Jesus' messages to the seven churches is not about our eternal destination—where we will spend eternity—

but our eternal destiny—how we will spend eternity. At stake is not our eternal salvation, for the salvation of 

our spirit has already been settled. The crux of these messages is the salvation of our soul—will we become 

like Christ in our thoughts, emotions, choices, desires, and motivations?  
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c) The Eternal Rewards View rightly teaches that Jesus is exhorting us to overcome areas of unfaithfulness and 

compromise, not so that we can stay saved, but so that we can work out our salvation into our soul, become 

Christ-like, and be qualified to partake of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus as mature sons of God and 

the wife of the Lamb.  

d) To overcome means to walk in spiritual maturity, to be consistent in our obedience, and to be faithful until 

death in both our small and large assignments. To overcome means that we develop a love for Jesus that is 

so deep that we actually love Him more than we love ourselves. To overcome means that we cultivate a 

radical love for the truth of God's Word, that we fully embrace the cross, and that we allow the Holy Spirit to 

put our self-life to death.  

e) As we overcome every area of unfaithfulness by persevering in obedience until the end, we will be in 

position to receive the 17 eternal rewards that Jesus offered the overcomers and to partake of the high 

calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

f) Mike Bickle said that The Eternal Rewards View "rightly teaches that the rewards in Revelation 2-3 are given in 

different degrees according to one’s faithfulness in loving and obeying Jesus. Rewards are given in addition 

to the free gift of eternal life. Jesus is speaking to churches. The issue of salvation is already settled; the issue 

in focus is the particular areas of unfaithfulness that Jesus emphasized in their lives. Not all Christians 

overcome the specific unfaithfulness Jesus highlights."3 

X. Be A Good Berean 

a) As we go forward in this class, it will be critical to have an open mind, a humble heart, and a diligent desire to 

search the Scriptures to validate whether or not what is taught is true. Please don't just accept everything 

that is said without examining the Scriptures to see if it aligns with the full council of God's Word. Take 

everything back to the Word, pray it through, meditate upon it, and ask the Lord for greater insight. After 

you have done this, then hold fast to what you believe is the truth. 

b) Though the big picture of what Jesus taught is clear, there is undoubtedly some God-designed ambiguity 

that can only be understood by a spirit of wisdom and revelation. Stay balanced between being teachable 

and prayerful so that you may know the exact truth. Don't be so open minded that your brain falls out and 

don't be so analytical that you reason away revelation. Be like the Bereans in Acts 17 who "received the word 

with great eagerness" but who later examined "the Scriptures daily to see whether" the teaching was true 

(Act 17:10-11). 

c) I've studied this topic in-depth for over 20 years and there is definitely a lot of tension between different 

verses in Revelation 2-3 with other texts of Scripture. I have found that it is like putting together a puzzle. It is 

easier if you put the border pieces together before you assemble the interior pieces. It is also imperative that 

you don't try to force a piece of the puzzle to fit. Every piece will fit perfectly into its proper place as the 

tension is worked through and resolved. That is why I encourage you, if you hear something new or 

something that contradicts what you believe is true, don't immediately reject it. Seek the truth. Pray it 

through. 

d) At the end of the day, the only thing that matters is that our interpretation is what Jesus meant when He 

spoke these words. His intended meaning is the basis for how He will judge and reward us. Therefore, it is 

imperative that we get the right interpretation. 
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I. Two Foundations for Proper Interpretation 

1. Don't interpret the book of Revelation in isolation. 

a) The book of Revelation is the last book of the Bible and should not be interpreted in isolation. Everything 

written prior to this final book should be factored into how we understand what Jesus was trying to 

communicate.  

b) The Torah (the first five books of the Bible), the historical books (Judges, Chronicles, Kings, etc.), the 

Psalms and Proverbs, the Prophets, the Gospels, and the Epistles should all be factored into our 

interpretation of Revelation. Those who interpret Revelation in isolation, not allowing Scripture to 

interpret Scripture, can easily interject serious errors. 

c) The book of Revelation relies heavily upon was written beforehand and having an understanding of 

subjects such as the tabernacle and the temple, the priesthood, the prophecies of Isaiah, Daniel, and 

Ezekiel, Israel's covenants, Jesus' teachings in the gospels, and the apostles' teachings in the epistles is 

the only way that we can rightly interpret the book of Revelation. 

2. The book of Revelation is meant to be interpreted literally unless the context indicates otherwise. 

a) Though the book of Revelation contains numerous symbols, this book is meant to be interpreted literally 

unless the context indicates otherwise. Often, whenever a portion of Revelation is meant to be 

interpreted symbolically, John indicated it (Rev. 1:20; 5:6; 11:8; 12:1, 3, 9; 17:7, 9). These symbols can be 

decoded by using the context of the book or other books of the Bible, such as the book of Daniel. 

b) God the Father gave this beautiful book as a gift to be understood by all of His people and most of God's 

people throughout history have been poor and uneducated. God wasn't trying to hide the true meaning 

of the message behind complex, subjective symbols that only biblical scholars could understand.  

c) A literal method of interpreting the book of Revelation is objective and reads out of the text the 

intended meaning. A non-literal method, on the other hand, is subjective and reads into the text 

personal biases and preferences.  

d) Using a non-literal approach to interpret Revelation is dangerous because there are no boundaries for 

assigning our own meaning to symbols. Anyone can decide what a word, phrase, or symbol means 

based upon their personal preferences and beliefs. When objectivity is lost, God's intended meaning is 

distorted, leading to false doctrines and even doctrines of demons. 

e) The book of Revelation says what it means and means what it says. For example, when Revelation states 

that one-fourth of the earth will die (Rev. 6:8), it literally means that twenty-five percent of the world will 

perish. When the martyrs are beheaded, it literally means that believers will have their heads cut off (Rev. 

20:4). 

f) One of the most controversial statements in the book of Revelation is about Christ's reign on the earth. 

Revelation 20:6 states, "They will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand 

years." There are at least three views of how this Scripture should be interpreted. 

g) View #1—Amillennialism: This view, which as the "a" in the Greek indicates, is the view that there is not 

a literal one-thousand year reign of Christ upon the earth. Amillennialist, who interpret the book of 

Revelation symbolically, believe that the kingdom of God was inaugurated at Christ's resurrection and 

that Christ is presently reigning over the earth from heaven. This view believes that the millennium has 

already begun, will last until Christ returns, and is spiritual in nature. Amillennialist also believe that 

Satan has already been bound and is no longer able to deceive the nations. After this present age has 

ended, Amillennialist believe that Christ will return and user in the eternal state. There is not enough 

time to describe in detail why this view is deeply flawed, so I will keep it simple. Just look at the 

conditions of the world over the past century, where over 60 million people died in World War II, 

including 6 million Jews in the Holocaust. Can you honestly say that Jesus is reigning over the earth and 
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that Satan has been bound? What do you say about the 20 to 30 million slaves in the world, many of 

whom are sex slaves? To say it nicely, Amillennialism is idealistic and naive. If Jesus is presently reigning 

over the earth, He isn't doing a very good job! 

h) View # 2— Postmillennialism: This view believes that Jesus Christ will return after the millennium, 

when the church has Christianized the world and impacted the seven mountains of culture, which are 

media, government, education, economy, family, religion, and entertainment. Postmillennialism believes 

that the preaching of the gospel will be so successful that it will usher in a Golden Age of Christianity in 

which the majority of the world will become Christians and the nations of the earth will obey the 

teachings of the Bible, resulting in a time of history where faith, righteousness, peace, and prosperity 

prevail. Sometime during this utopian age, Jesus Christ will return and transition the earth to the eternal 

age. Like Amillennialism, Postmillennialism is a deeply flawed paradigm that relies on subjective 

interpretation of symbols based upon personal bias and preferences. It is a method of interpretation 

where the plain reading of the text is twisted to make it read the way the person wants it to be read 

rather than reading what it actually says without any personal bias. Many Postmillennialist, who dislike 

the idea of Christians having to suffer or of God releasing judgment and wrath upon the nations, bring 

their personal biases and offenses into their interpretation of the book of Revelation, resulting in serious 

error and deviation from the truth. The idea that the nations are going to be fully Christianized and 

obedient to the Bible before Jesus returns is nonsense. Numerous Scriptures that are impossible to 

refute make the Postmillennial view an impossibility. Just look at how the nation of America, which for 

over 200 years has been a Christian nation, recently legalized same-sex marriage. America is not 

becoming more Christianized but increasingly secular. And unless the Lord sends another Great 

Awakening to our nation, America will become fully secular, humanistic, and hostile toward the gospel. 

i) View # 3—Premillennialism:  This view, which rightly interprets the book of Revelation literally unless 

the context suggests otherwise, believes that Jesus Christ will physically return to the earth and will 

reign from the city of Jerusalem for a thousand years. Premillennialism believes that all of Israel's 

covenant promises, which are scattered throughout the Old Testament Prophets, will literally be fulfilled 

at the second coming of Jesus Christ when He rules the nations for one-thousand years. The Overcomers 

class is based upon a Premillennial view. 

II. Four Foundations for Courage 

1. God's grace enables us to overcome. 

a) After hearing Jesus' challenging and exacting messages to the seven churches, a natural response is to 

feel hopeless, overwhelmed, and even condemned. This is especially true of those who have a root of 

rejection, have been victims of abuse, have struggled with shame, or have a distorted view of God as 

being angry and mean.  

b) No matter where we are in the journey toward overcoming, it is only by God's enabling grace that any of 

us can overcome. The good news is that because God is so good, loving, and kind, He is more than 

willing to give us all the grace we will ever need to overcome the issues that Jesus highlighted in 

Revelation 2-3. 

c) If you were to ask most Christians to define grace, in all likelihood you would hear a response such as, "It 

is the unmerited favor of God." Although this definition is true, it is far from capturing the richest and 

fullest meaning of grace. This traditional definition merely reveals that God is kind and that His blessings 

are free and cannot merited by good works. Though this definition is accurate, it is incomplete and lacks 

scriptural substance, for grace has a far richer and deeper meaning than merely "the unmerited favor of 

God." As John Piper said, "Grace is power, not just pardon."4  

d) I define grace as the unmerited power of God that enables us to be who we are called to be and to do 

what we are called to do. 
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e) God's grace is unmerited because it can only be received, not achieved. No amount of obedience, good 

works, or religious discipline can earn more of God's grace. Grace is absolutely free from human merit or 

obedience. The essence of grace is when God does something for us or in us that is based solely upon 

His goodness and kindness. The moment we think that we can achieve grace by lengthy prayer or 

extended fasting or teeth-gritting obedience, then grace has ceased to be grace.  

f) God's grace is His power at work in us, enabling us to live a victorious, overcoming life. The same power 

that raised Jesus from the dead resides within us because the Holy Spirit dwells in us. Living by grace is 

learning how to access this resident, resurrection power so that we might become just like Jesus in 

motive, thought, and deed.  

g) Jesus told Paul, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness" (2 Cor. 12:9). 

According to Jesus, grace is simply God's power at work in our weakness. Or put another way, grace is 

God's enablement or God's ability. 

h) God's grace enables us to be who we are called to be. As it relates to the high calling of God that Jesus 

described in Revelation 2-3, God's grace is how we are transformed into mature, Christ-like sons and how 

we are made ready as the wife of the Lamb. Grace is what gives us the ability to both inherit and be the 

inheritance of the Father and the Son. It is only by the grace of God that any of us can be transformed 

into the likeness of Christ, overcome the world, the flesh, and the devil, and share in the inheritance of 

Christ for all eternity (Rom. 8:29; Rev. 2-3; Rev. 21:7). God's grace and His grace alone is what empowers 

us to be the overcomers that Jesus is calling for in Revelation 2-3. 

2. God loves us in our immaturity and weakness. 

a) Knowing God's love for us in our immaturity and weakness is a crucial, indispensable part of overcoming.  

b) Paul said, "We overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us" (Rom. 8:37). The Greek word for 

"overwhelmingly conquer" is hypernikaō, which is a compound word that contains nikaō, the Greek word 

translated overcome. As we saw in Session 1, nikaō is the Greek word that John used seventeen times in 

the book of Revelation to call us to overcome and to showcase those who had overcome. Hypernikaō 

means "to be more than a conqueror, to gain a surpassing victory; to vanquish beyond, i.e. gain a 

decisive victory." Literally translated, hypernikaō means "we are hyper-conquerors" and are "pre-

eminently victorious." 

c) As we discussed in Session 1, because Paul used hypernikaō in the present tense, he was describing the 

potential that we have in Christ to actually overcome. Paul was not making a blanket statement that all 

believers are automatically overcomers because of the new birth and therefore receive the seventeen 

eternal rewards of Revelation 2-3 as part of the package of being justified. If this was the case, then Paul 

would have used the past tense and said, "We have overwhelmingly conquered through Him who loved 

us."  

d) Paul's purpose in this statement was to impart courage to every believer that because of Christ's love 

and because He lives within us, there is nothing that can hinder us from actually overcoming every 

struggle that we would ever face, including the seven issues that Jesus identified in Revelation 2-3.  

e) So many believers live with an orphan spirit, not knowing how deeply and passionately the Father and 

the Son love them. Because of years of rejection, abuse, guilt, shame, and condemnation, many 

Christians believe the lie that God is always mad and sad when He thinks about them. Religion, wounded 

authority figures, and even demonic powers have persuaded many Christians that God doesn't really 

love them. Yes, they know what the Bible says about God's love, but they have never experienced wave 

after wave of God's overwhelming affections toward them, even in their weakness and immaturity. 

f) In Romans 8:31-39—where Paul sought to impart the courage all of us need to overcome  "tribulation, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword"—he wanted us to know with 

certainty that we could win a surpassing victory over everything and everyone that opposes us because 
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God loves us deeply (Rom. 8:35). Paul's logic was simple. If the Father didn't spare His own Son whom He 

loves more than anything else, how will He not freely give us all things? Because of the cross, the Father 

is the One who justifies us and destroys all the accusation and condemnation directed toward us. As a 

result, "neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. 8:38-39). As we move forward in this class, we have to know 

with certainty that God is for us and not against us. 

g) We don't overcome so that we can gain God's approval; we overcome because we have God's approval. 

God's love for us, even in our weakness and immaturity, empowers us to overcome every struggle, 

stronghold, tribulation, and trial that comes against us. And we don't just overcome by the skin of our 

teeth. Paul said that we "overwhelmingly conquer" in such a way that everything that opposes us is 

vanquished by our surpassing victory. It is like the football game in 1916 when Georgia Tech beat 

Cumberland College 222 to 0. Our victory over trials and tribulations, struggles and strongholds, demons 

and despair is so one-sided that our opponents are like helpless Cumberland College that dreadful day 

almost a hundred years ago. 

h) Knowing God's deep love and affection for us, even in our weakness and immaturity, is crucial as we go 

forward in this class, for Jesus' message to the seven churches of Asia Minor is one of the most 

confrontational, demanding, and corrective exhortations in the Bible. Jesus, as the righteous Judge, 

comes to us in Revelation 2-3 with a two-edged sword in His mouth and fire in His eyes. He is deadly 

serious. He is coming in both His kindness and in His severity. He is coming to discipline and scourge us 

because of His deep love for us and His passionate desire for all of us to become overcoming, Christ-like 

sons and His worthy bride.  

i) Because God will challenge us to the very core of our being and discipline us as His beloved children, 

knowing God's love in our weakness and immaturity is a critical foundation for overcoming. We must be 

rooted and grounded in the deep, personal, affectionate, and transformative love of God to have any 

chance of being an overcomer. 

3. Christ the Overcomer in you will overcome through you. 

a) Paul said that two things were vital for us to overcome. We already looked at the first, which is knowing 

that God loves us in our weakness and immaturity. The second is that we have to let Christ the 

Overcomer in us to overcome through us. 

b) Paul said, "But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us" (Rom. 8:37). 

We overcome as we allow Christ the Overcomer, who dwells in our spirit in the Person of the Holy Spirit, 

to have full access to our heart and soul. As we do this, we can overwhelmingly conquer every trial, 

tribulation, stronghold, and struggle through His enabling grace.  

c) Jesus said, "In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). 

He also told the church of Laodicea that He overcame and sat down with the Father on His throne (Rev. 

3:21). When John saw the coronation of King Jesus, one of the elders told John, "The Lion that is from the 

tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome" (Rev. 5:5). 

d) Clearly, Jesus is the ultimate Overcomer and the prototype for us who desire to overcome. He is the one 

who overcame by laying down His life and conquering death, hell, and the grave by His resurrection. He 

overcame the world, the flesh, and the devil by yielding Himself completely to the Father's will and by 

obeying everything the Father said. 

e) Because the Spirit of Jesus dwells within us, He wants us to have the confidence and courage that we 

can overcome like Him because He is the Overcomer and He will overcome through us if we give Him full 

access to our heart and soul. We need to realize that we have the genetics of an overcomer inside of us! 
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f) As we let Christ the Overcomer to live His victorious life through us, we can overcome the seven issues 

that Jesus highlighted in Revelation 2-3, which are: 1) Loving God as our first love; 2) being faithful until 

death; 3) developing a deep love for the full council of God's Word; 4) resisting the influence of Jezebel 

in our sphere of authority; 5) staying awake and refusing compromise by doing the Word; 6) persevering 

in full obedience to the end; and 7) burning with fervent passion for Jesus. 

g) In our own power, the call to overcome would be impossible because of our inherent sin and selfishness. 

But because we have the Spirit of the Overcomer in us, we not only can overcome these seven issues, 

but we can overcome in such a way that these struggles are absolutely shattered and destroyed once-

and-for-all. Like Paul said, we "can do all things through Him who strengthens" us (Phil. 4:13). 

h) Overcoming is all about the exchanged life, the crucified life, where we acknowledge like Paul that we 

"have been crucified with Christ" (Gal. 2:20). As we allow the Holy Spirit to apply the cross deeper into 

our self-life, then we reach a place where "it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me" (Gal. 2:20). 

Becoming the overcomers that Jesus called for in Revelation 2-3 is all about the cross working to kill our 

self-life so that the Spirit of the Overcomer in us can overcome through us. 

4. Overcoming is a lifelong pursuit. 

a) Although there is a steep price to pay to become an overcomer, if we could see from heaven's 

perspective, it is like paying a penny for a billion dollars. In reality, becoming the inheritance of God and 

sharing in the inheritance of Christ is so glorious that no amount of money compares to it. 

b) Nevertheless, overcoming demands our all. This high calling of God demands that we pursue it with 

everything that we are and all that we have. Our best time, energy, and resources must be directed to 

pursuing this call if we want to be qualified for it. Jesus likened it to a merchant seeking fine pearls, who 

upon finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had to buy it (Matt. 13:45-46). 

c) To become the inheritance of the Father as Christ-like sons, the inheritance of the Son as a worthy bride, 

and to share in Christ's inheritance during the Millennial Kingdom and throughout eternity is beyond 

description. With such an invitation, our calling should define our lifestyle rather than our lifestyle define our 

calling. Will we be like Esau, who sold his birthright for a pot of stew or will we be like Jacob, who 

wrestled with God for the blessing? The way we live before God in this life determines whether or not we 

will receive the inheritance of the firstborn son in the age to come. Tragically, most of God's people are 

more like Esau than Jacob, selling their birthright to rule and reign with Christ for more comfort, success, 

money, pleasure, and popularity.  

d) To qualify as an overcomer requires a deep level of repentance and a radical change in our lifestyle. For 

example, to truly love Jesus as our first love demands a deep crucifixion of the self-life, including the 

surrender of any permissible pleasures that might interfere with our devotion and intimacy with the 

Lord in the secret place. This will look different for each of us based upon the season of life we are in. It 

might mean something as simple as turning off the radio on our way to work and worshiping, waking up 

earlier than usual to pray and to meditate upon the Word, or seeking God's face rather than pursuing our 

earthly dreams and desires. 

e) All of us are in different seasons of life with different demands from our God-given responsibilities. The 

mother with a newborn baby is at the mercy of the child's sleeping schedule. The business man is 

restrained by the hours dictated by his boss. The homeowner has to maintain their house. The mother 

and father with several children must take care of their kids. The point is this: When we have the vision of 

what an overcomer is, what is required to fully overcome, and how this calling determines our eternal 

destiny, we will find a way to do what the Lord asks of us in the different seasons of life. 

f) Without a clear vision of the high calling of God, trying to live as an overcomer can become a legalistic 

burden that leads to condemnation, burnout, and despair. Therefore, one of the main objectives of this 

class is to paint a clear vision of the high calling of God and to plant this vision deeply into your heart so 
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that it becomes the driving force of your life. More than telling you how to live or what you should do, 

the goal of this class is to present a compelling vision that will drive you for the rest of your life. Only 

then will you find ways to make this work in your own schedule and season of life. 

g) In the context of exhorting us to pursue this high calling of God, Paul said, "Let us, as many as are 

mature, have this mind" (Phil. 3:15, NKJV). Like Paul, all believers who are moving toward maturity in 

Christ are to make the high calling of God the main dream and desire of their life. 

h) Overcoming will take a lifetime and should be viewed as a marathon rather than a sprint. 

i) In our pursuit of the high calling of God, we will have bad days, bad weeks, bad months, and perhaps 

bad years. The point is not to quit but to keep getting back up when we fail and to keep moving forward 

until we fully overcome.  

j) Please realize that there is no condemnation in this call to overcome. Conviction and challenge yes. 

Condemnation, no! 

III. Five Foundations for Clarity 

1. Overcoming is synonymous with sanctification. 

a) Scripture reveals that we have been saved (Eph. 2:5, 8), we are being saved (1 Cor. 1:18; 2 Cor. 2:15), and 

we will be saved (Rom. 5:9). We possess salvation in our spirit, we are working salvation out into our soul, 

and we will inherit salvation in our body. The theological terms for this is justification, sanctification, and 

glorification. 

b) Justification 

 The moment we put our faith in Christ, His righteousness is imputed to us so that we are reckoned, 

before the Supreme Court of heaven, to be just as righteous as Jesus (2 Cor. 5:21). Our sins were 

imputed to Christ, so that God dealt with Christ as if He were a depraved sinner, even though He 

wasn't; and Christ's perfect righteousness was imputed to us, so that God treats us as if we have 

impeccable obedience to His commandments, even though we don't. 

 Justification is not based upon obedience to God's commandments. It is by grace alone through 

faith alone. Furthermore, justification precedes obedience, which means that we obey God because 

we have His approval not to gain His approval; we obey because we have been accepted not in 

order to be accepted; we don't obey in order to prove our love for God but because we have been 

loved by God.  

 Not only does justification result in imputed righteousness, but also imparted righteousness. The 

moment we were born again, our spirit was resurrected, recreated in God's likeness, infused with 

Christ's righteousness and holiness, and joined to the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:10, Eph. 4:24, 1 Cor. 6:17). 

 When we are born again, our eternal destination has been determined; the penalty of sin has been 

paid; and we become children of God and the betrothed bride of Jesus Christ. 

c) Sanctification 

 Whereas justification is instant, imputed to us, gives us a new standing before God, and determines 

our eternal destination, sanctification takes a lifetime, is the result of works, obedience, and 

faithfulness, transforms our character, and determines our eternal destiny. 

 Unlike justification, sanctification is not something that can be imputed or reckoned to us. 

Sanctification is the result of us being consecrated (set apart for God) and is a gradual process in our 

soul that occurs as we obey the Word of God in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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 While justification solves our status and standing before God, sanctification solves our problem with 

sin. Justification dissolves our guilt, shame, and condemnation but sanctification kills the principle of 

sin within that repeatedly leads to ungodly behavior and disobedience. Though justification is an 

indispensible foundation of salvation, it is incomplete without sanctification. 

 The lifelong process of sanctification occurs when the salvation that we presently posses in our spirit 

because of justification is worked out into our soul by serious and careful obedience to all of God's 

Word. 

 Sanctification is synonymous with the salvation of the soul and is the process of our mind, will, and 

emotions becoming Christ-like as our faith is brought to completion through Spirit-led works and 

obedience. 

d) When Jesus called us to overcome the seven issues He identified in Revelation 2-3, keep in mind that He 

was speaking to believers who had already been justified. Therefore, overcoming is another way of 

saying sanctification. Put another way, as children of God by new birth, we are to mature into 

overcoming sons, and as Christ's betrothed bride, we are to make ourselves ready into His worthy wife. 

e) Overcoming is working the salvation that we presently posses in our spirit outward into our soul, 

whereby our mind, will, and emotions are conformed into the exact representation of Jesus Christ.  

f) See the Process of Salvation chart at the end of the notes for more information. 

2. There is a division of labor in sanctification. 

a) When it comes to living by grace, many believers make the tragic mistake of becoming passive. Many, 

after receiving a revelation that grace is unmerited and comes by receiving and not by achieving, are 

afraid of nullifying the grace of God by their effort and therefore do nothing. That is a catastrophic 

mistake! Grace is not opposed to effort; grace is opposed to earning. And there is a huge difference 

between the two. 

b) The Holy Spirit is “the Helper” not “the Doer.” He will do His part, but He expects us to do ours. It is good 

to be able to recognize the work of the Holy Spirit, but we must not stop there. We must go on to seek 

Him for what our part is and then do it. 

c) Many believers who understand grace misunderstand our responsibility in grace. Paul said, "And 

working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain" (2 Cor. 6:1). Just as 

unbelievers can waste God's grace by not accepting the free gift of salvation, believers can waste God's 

grace by not responding with obedience.  

d) Paul said, "Just as you have always obeyed...work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 

who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure" (Phil. 2:12-13). Here we see the 

perfect example of the division of labor in sanctification. God is already at work in us but we are still 

responsible to respond to His prior work with obedience. Put another way, living by grace is all about 

respond-ability—we are responsible to respond to God's ability. We have a vital role to play in obedience 

as we respond to the new desires that God has previously worked into our heart. 

e) Revelation 19:7 states that the bride makes herself ready—it doesn't say that God makes the bride ready. 

Jesus calls His church to overcome the seven issues He highlighted in Revelation 2-3—He doesn't say 

that we have automatically overcome because we believe that He is the Son of God.  

f) Clearly, there is a division of labor in sanctification. God has a part and we have a part. God will not do 

our part and we cannot do His part. In response to God's grace, we are called to take up our cross, put to 

death our flesh, obey, run, fight, press on, endure, discipline ourselves, live by the Spirit, do good works, 

and persevere. All of this is our response to God's grace. It is the division of labor in sanctification and in 

overcoming.  
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3. Overcoming is about our eternal destiny—not our eternal destination. 

a) When it comes to eternal rewards, especially after reading Revelation 2-3, some believers walk away with 

the wrong idea that if they don't overcome then they will lose their salvation and go to hell when they 

die. The problem with this interpretation is that it does not account for the distinction between 

justification and sanctification.  

b) Our eternal destination is where we will spend eternity and is determined by whether or not we have 

been justified. Our eternal destiny, on the other hand, determines how we will spend eternity and is 

determined by the depth at which we have been sanctified. 

c) When we are justified by faith alone apart from works by believing in the finished work of the cross, God 

gives us a new spirit, a new heart, and we receive a new righteous status, which, legally speaking, 

reckons us just as righteous as Jesus in the Supreme Court of heaven.  

d) When we are justified, our eternal destination changes from hell to heaven. However, our eternal destiny 

is different. Whereas many believers have a distorted view of their eternal destiny—imagining that they 

will float around on clouds while stringing their harps with the cherubs, reminiscing about how fun life 

was on earth—the Scriptures paint a very different picture. We are called as coheirs with Christ to rule 

and reign with Him in the Millennial Kingdom and throughout eternity. And the depth of our 

sanctification determines whether or not we will qualify for this majestic destiny. 

e) There is continuity between how we live in this life and our destiny in the age to come. The small things 

that we do in this life out of a passion and love for Jesus, no matter how weak and insignificant they 

might seem, directly affects how we will spend our life in eternity. God takes our small acts of 

faithfulness, purity, acts of righteousness, and passion and multiplies them by a billion.  

f) For example, if we are faithful in a very little thing in this life, we will be in authority over ten cities when 

we return with Jesus to rule and reign for a thousand years (Luke 19:17). If we overcome Jezebel's work, 

character, and influence in this life, then we will rule the nations with a rod of iron in the next. If we 

devote ourselves to gaining deeper insight into the Word and lead many to righteousness in this life, we 

will shine brightly in the next life (Dan. 12:3). 

g) You probably learned this in school, but if you multiple anything by zero, you get zero! So even though 

God multiples what we do in this age by a billion, if we don't have any acts of faithfulness, a pure heart, 

deeds of righteousness, or a burning passion for Jesus, then the result is zero! We will forfeit our eternal 

inheritance because there is a continuous flow from what we do now and how we will live in the age to 

come.  

h) The depth of our sanctification determines the intensity of our glorification (1 Cor. 15:41-42). Only 

mature sons—those who have experienced the full salvation of the soul through deep sanctification—

will shine brightly like the son in the kingdom of their Father (Matt. 13:37-43). 

4. The overcomers are not a super-class of elite Christians. 

a) As you will see throughout this class, the book of Revelation and other Scriptures makes a clear 

distinction between believers who make themselves ready as the bride of Christ and those who don't; 

between those who overcome and share in the full inheritance of Jesus Christ as a firstborn son and 

those who fail to overcome and forfeit their birthright like Esau. 

b) I will prove this with Scripture later, but not all believers will be married to Jesus Christ and return with 

Him at the second coming. Not all believers will rule and reign with Jesus in the Millennial Kingdom, 

exercise authority over the nations, and be permitted to minister to Jesus in the holy of holies. Not all 

believers will dwell in the New City Jerusalem, be resurrected in the glory of the sun, and enjoy Jesus in 

His unfiltered glory at the deepest level of intimacy. Though the non-overcomers are justified and will be 

in heaven, they will forfeit the privilege of being the wife of the Lamb and a firstborn son because of the 

way they lived during their short time on earth. 
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c) As shocking and offensive as this might sound, Scripture makes this distinction very clear. Having said 

that, it is vital to know that the overcomers are not a super-class of elite Christians. This is not about 

"bride-pride" or being part of the "frozen chosen."  

d) The overcomers are marked by one predominant characteristic and that is that they love Jesus more 

than they love themselves (Rev. 2:4-7; 12:11). The cross of Christ has so worked in the souls of these 

redeemed saints that they have become an exact representation of Christ, conformed into His likeness 

and image. They are people of deep humility and meekness who have become so much like the Lamb of 

God that there is not a trace of the proud, self-centered, rebellious nature of the dragon in them (Rev. 

12:11). The overcomers are faithful witnesses of the truth, even if it means death (Rev. 2:10). They are 

faithful in small things, have an absolute devotion to the full council of God's Word—even the offensive 

and unpopular parts, have zero toleration for the works of Jezebel, and are wholeheartedly committed 

to becoming a worthy bride for Jesus (Rev. 2:14-17; 2:20; 3:4-5). The overcomers are bondservants of the 

Lord who follow the Lamb wherever He goes and they place ministry to the Lord above ministry for the 

Lord (Rev. 3:12; 14:4; 22:3-4). The overcomers are burning ones in whom the fire of God's holiness has 

consumed all self-satisfaction and lukewarm love (Rev. 3:16-22). 

e) Most of the overcomers will be the no-named people throughout history that just loved Jesus, knew Him 

intimately in the secret place, and faithfully served Him all the days of their lives. 

f) It is important to realize that just because you know about the overcomers doesn't make you an 

overcomer. Just because your church teaches about the overcomers doesn't mean that you have 

qualified for this high calling of God. And having knowledge about the overcomers should never lead to 

judgment and criticism toward other tribes and streams in the body of Christ who have never heard 

about the overcomers. By all means, we should never, ever look at other Christians in different 

movements and try to figure out whether they will be overcomers. In fact, nobody will know for sure 

whether they are overcomers until the judgment seat of Christ. So, beware that the knowledge about 

the overcomers doesn't lead to spiritual pride, which will surely disqualify you from this high calling of 

God! 

5. Overcoming is not about being a perfect Christian but a mature Christian. 

a) If what you have heard so far about the overcomers makes you feel intimated, that you have all of these 

failures and flaws that would disqualify you from this group of "perfect" Christians, then you have 

misunderstood what the Holy Spirit is saying. The overcomers are not perfect Christians who never make 

mistakes, struggle with sin, have moments of selfishness, and occasionally blow it. The overcomers are 

not perfect people but mature people. Overcoming is not about a mistake-free, sinless life, but a life 

conformed into the exact nature of Christ through the work of the cross and the Holy Spirit. 

b) Jesus said, "Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect" (Matt. 5:48). After reading that, it sounds like 

God is after perfection, that nothing less than a mistake-free, sinless life will please Him. But once you 

understand that the word for "perfect" means "brought to its end, finished, wanting nothing necessary 

to completeness, mature," you realize that the Lord is not after absolute perfection but Christ-like 

maturity. He wants to complete the work of conformity to Christ's image in your heart and soul. 

c) There are no shortcuts to maturity. Maturity doesn't come with age and it can't be imparted. In fact, God 

can't even create people in a finished state of maturity because it would violate our free will. Maturity 

only comes one way and that is through obedience to God's Word and God's voice. 

d) So what God is after is not flawless, mistake-free Christianity, but maturity that comes by obedience, 

leading to conformity into Christ's image and nature. 
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I. The Call to Overcome in the Book of Revelation 

1. The Greek word nikaō, usually translated "overcome" or "overcame," is used throughout the book of 

Revelation. 

a) Nikaō is used to call the church to overcome. 

 Jesus called the church of Ephesus to overcome losing their first love (Rev. 2:7). 

 Jesus called the church of Smyrna to overcome fear, trials, and tribulations by being faithful until 

death (Rev. 2:11). 

 Jesus called the church of Pergamum to overcome false doctrines that lead to compromise (Rev. 

2:17). 

 Jesus called the church of Thyatira to overcome the influence of Jezebel in their sphere of authority 

(Rev. 2:26). 

 Jesus called the church of Sardis to overcome apathy and slumber related to misplaced confidence 

in their spiritual reputation (Rev. 3:5). 

 Jesus called the church of Philadelphia to overcome by persevering in obedience until the end (Rev. 

3:12). 

 Jesus called the church of Laodicea to overcome lukewarm love and self-satisfaction (Rev. 3:21). 

b) Nikaō is used to show that Jesus overcame (Rev. 3:21; Rev. 5:5). 

c) Nikaō is used for the first-fruits harvest of overcomers at the midpoint of the Tribulation (Rev. 12:11). 

d) Nikaō is used for the full harvest of overcomers who triumph over the antichrist through martyrdom 

during the Great Tribulation (Rev. 15:2). 

2. Only the overcomers will receive the eternal inheritance that Jesus described in Revelation 2-3. 

a) Nikaō is also used in Revelation 21:7, calling the church to overcome in order to inherit the 17 eternal 

rewards that Jesus revealed to the seven churches of Asia Minor.  

b) Revelation 21:7 states, "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be 

My son." Undoubtedly, the Father is looking back to the seven issues that Jesus identified in Revelation 

2-3 and is declaring that those who overcome will receive the 17 eternal rewards that Jesus offered. 

These 17 eternal rewards are summarized by the phrase "will inherit these things." 

c) To fully understand what the Father is saying in Revelation 21:7, we have to understand the following 

three things: 1) The inheritance reserved for the firstborn son; 2) how New Testament writers used 

teknon and huios to differentiate between the children of God and the mature sons of God; and 3) the 

first-century custom of Greco-Roman adoption. 

II. The Inheritance of the Firstborn Son 

1. Primogeniture is the exclusive rights of inheritance that belong to the firstborn son. 

a) For those who understand the biblical concept of primogeniture, it is easy to see that the overcomers 

are given the status of a firstborn son and are placed into a position to receive the Father's fullest 

inheritance. However, because most people don't understand the ancient custom of firstborn sons 

receiving the greatest measure of blessing and inheritance, we need to spend some time looking at this 

concept in detail. 

b) To fully understand the inheritance that the overcomers will receive, it is important to understand the 

word primogeniture. Though unfamiliar to many people in Western culture, primogeniture was deeply 
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embedded in the culture of the ancient world, especially when the Old and New Testament were 

written. 

c) Primogeniture is the exclusive rights of inheritance that belong to the firstborn son. These rights 

included a position of authority in the family (Gen. 25:23), being set apart as priest of the family (Ex. 13:2), 

and receiving the double portion of the father's estate (Deut. 21:17). 

d) In the most ancient genealogies, a clear distinction was made between the firstborn son and the 

younger sons (Genesis 10:15; 22:21; 25:13; 35:23; 36:15). The firstborn son received special blessings 

(Gen. 27:19), special privileges (Gen 29:26), and special recognition (Gen. 22:21). 

e) Though the rights of primogeniture were normally given to the oldest son, Scripture contains at least 

three exceptions to this rule: 1) The oldest son could forfeit his firstborn privileges due to improper 

behavior (Esau and Reuben); 2) A father (or grandfather) could reassign the firstborn privileges to a 

younger son (Jacob and Ephraim); and 3) God Himself could appoint a younger son to have firstborn 

privileges (Isaac, Joseph, and David). 

f) Let's look at a few biblical examples of primogeniture to help solidify this concept in our thinking. 

2. Esau forfeited the rights of primogeniture to Jacob. 

a) Esau, as the firstborn son, was in line to receive the inheritance of his father Isaac. But instead of 

receiving this privilege, Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a pot of stew. As a result, Isaac made Jacob 

the ruler over Esau, he gave Jacob all of his servants, and he blessed him with grain and new wine (Gen. 

27:37).  

b) Even though Esau was still Isaac's son, his status as firstborn son was lost forever. Though Isaac still 

blessed Esau, it was incomparable to the blessing of the firstborn.  

c) The American Standard Version of the Bible does an excellent job translating what happened between 

Isaac and Esau, stating, "For ye know that even when he afterward desired to inherit the blessing, he was 

rejected; for he found no place for a change of mind in his father, though he sought it diligently with 

tears" (Heb. 12:17).  

d) After Jacob had been blessed as the firstborn of the family, there was nothing that Isaac could do. The 

birthright had forever been bequeathed to Jacob. Esau had lost it forever! 

3. Reuben's birthright was distributed among three of his brothers. 

a) Reuben, the firstborn son of Jacob, was in line to inherit the rights of primogeniture, but because he 

committed fornication with his father's concubine, Reuben lost his birthright. Years later, when Jacob 

blessed his sons, he said to Reuben, "You are my firstborn; my might and the beginning of my strength, 

preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. Uncontrolled as water, you shall not have preeminence, 

because you went up to your father's bed; then you defiled it" (Gen. 49:3-4).  

b) Though destined for the inheritance of the firstborn son, Reuben lost it forever because of sexual sin. 

Consequently, like Jacob declared, the tribe of Reuben never had "preeminence" or "excel[ed]" as no 

judge, king, priest, or prophet ever came from the tribe of Reuben (Gen. 49:4, NASB and NKJV). Though 

Reuben remained the son of Jacob, he forfeited the fullest measure of blessing that he was destined to 

receive as firstborn son.  

c) Reuben's right to rule, be priest of the family, and have a double portion was distributed among three of 

his brothers. Judah became the kingly tribe, Levi became the priestly tribe, and Joseph became the tribe 

who received the double portion through Joseph's two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh (1 Chronicles 5:1-

2).  
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d) Even in the Kingdom Age, when Jesus rules the nations from Jerusalem, Reuben's tragic loss will still be 

evident, for King Jesus will be from the tribe of Judah (Rev. 5:5), the Zadok priesthood will be from the 

tribe of Levi (Ezek. 44:15-16), and the double portion will be given to the house of Joseph (Ezek. 47:13). 

4. The younger son Ephraim received a greater portion than his older brother Manasseh. 

a) When Jacob distributed the blessings of Reuben's forfeited birthright among his sons, he gave the 

double portion blessing to Joseph's two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. Even though Manasseh was 

Joseph's firstborn son and in line to receive the greatest inheritance, Jacob decided to give it to Ephraim.  

b) When Joseph saw what his father was doing, he protested and said, "Not so, my father, for this one 

[Manasseh] is the firstborn. Place your right hand on his head" (Gen. 49:18). Jacob refused Joseph's 

request and "put Ephraim before Manasseh," giving him the greater portion of the firstborn's inheritance 

(Gen. 48:20). Though Manasseh would still "become a people" and "be great," Jacob declared that 

Ephraim would be "greater" and that "his descendants shall become a multitude of nations" (Gen. 49:19). 

c) Hundreds of years later, when the Lord prophesied the end-time return of the Jews back to Israel, He 

remembered Ephraim's status as firstborn son and declared, "I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is My 

firstborn" (Jer. 31:9).  

III. Jesus the Firstborn Son 

1. The book of Hebrews reveals that Jesus is the firstborn son and heir of all things. 

a) Since the book of Hebrews is a perfect complement to Jesus' call for overcomers in the book of 

Revelation, let's spend some time gleaning wisdom and revelation from this book by looking through 

the lens of firstborn sons who receive the fullest inheritance from the Father. 

b) If I had to pick the main theme of the book of Hebrews, it would be this: The eternal Son of God became a 

Man so that He could make men into sons of God. Beginning with a revelation of Jesus as the firstborn son 

who will inherit all things and concluding with believers who, like Jesus, are marked as "firstborn" sons in 

line to receive the rights of primogeniture, this subject permeates the book (Heb. 1:2, 6; 12:23).  

c) One of the pinnacle statements in the book is Hebrews 2:10, which unveils God's grand plan to bring 

many sons to glory. To keep us on the narrow path so that we don't forfeit our firstborn status like Esau, 

the book of Hebrews gives five warnings, the last of which exhorts us to receive God's discipline, which 

as the Greek indicates, is synonymous with child training. This means that God's correction is not His 

rejection; rather, it the method the Father uses to develop mature sons who are prepared to receive the 

fullest measure of His inheritance. 

d) The book of Hebrews begins with the revelation of Jesus Christ as the "firstborn" Son of God who is the 

"heir of all things" (Heb. 1:2, 6). 

e) As a side note, when Scripture refers to Jesus as the firstborn Son of God, it is not denying His deity, as 

some people have claimed throughout church history (Rom. 8:29; Col. 1:15). Rather, it reveals that the 

Man Christ Jesus will receive the fullest measure of inheritance, just as firstborn sons received in the days 

of the Bible. 

f) After declaring that the Man Christ Jesus is the firstborn son and heir of all things, the author briefly 

referred to several Messianic prophecies to show that Jesus, as the Messiah of Israel, will inherit all of 

these promises. Because the audience of the book of Hebrews was Jewish and knew these Messianic 

Scriptures intimately, the author raced through these references to his make his next point. However, 

don't miss what the Spirit of God wants to communicate here just because the author was so brief. 

Through these Messianic references, the Holy Spirit wants us to know that Jesus is the fulfillment of the 

Davidic Covenant and that He will fulfill the Messianic prophecies of Psalm 2, Psalm 45, and Psalm 110. 
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2. As the firstborn son and heir of all things, Jesus will inherit the promises of the Davidic Covenant. 

a) Speaking of Jesus, the author of Hebrews stated, "I WILL BE A FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON 

TO ME" (Heb. 1:5). This is a direct quote from 2 Samuel 7:14, which described the details of the Davidic 

Covenant. Instantly, the Hebrew audience would have made the connection that Jesus is the ultimate 

fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant. For us who are unfamiliar with this covenant, let's take a quick look 

at the details. 

a) In the Davidic Covenant, God promised King David that his house, his kingdom, and his throne would 

endure forever (1 Chron. 17:11-15). Talking about the Davidic Covenant, the Lord said in Psalm 89, "I 

have made a covenant with My chosen; I have sworn to David My servant, I will establish your seed 

forever and build up your throne to all generations....His descendants shall endure forever and his throne 

as the sun before Me" (Ps. 89:3-4, 35-36). 

b) From King Rehoboam to King Zedekiah, God faithfully watched over the Davidic Covenant as twenty 

kings from the line of David ruled Judah. More importantly, the Bible shows us that the Messiah of Israel 

will sit “on the throne of David and over his kingdom” and that “there will be no end to the increase of 

His government” (Isa. 9:7).  

c) Jesus is the Messiah of Israel who will sit on the throne of David and reign over the house of Jacob 

forever (Luke 1:31-33). Jesus will rule the nations from Jerusalem for 1,000 years when God completely 

fulfills the Davidic Covenant (Jer. 3:17; Zech. 14:9; Rev. 20:4). 

d) So part of Jesus' inheritance as the firstborn son, as contained in the Davidic Covenant, is to rule the 

nations from Jerusalem. 

3. As the firstborn son and heir of all things, Jesus will inherit the promises of Psalm 2. 

a) Quoting Psalm 2:7, the author of Hebrews also stated, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN 

YOU" (Heb. 1:5). Once again, the Hebrew audience would have realized that part of Jesus' inheritance as 

firstborn son was to fulfill the prophecy contained in Psalm 2. 

b) To quickly summarize this prophecy, the nations of the earth will rage against God's Word, seeking to 

remove its influence from the culture. Though this battle will escalate like never before as the spirit of 

antichrist gains greater influence in the hearts and minds of presidents, prime ministers, princes, kings, 

governors, and other leaders, the Lord's solution is to send Jesus, the greater son of David and King of 

the Jews, to rule over the nations from Mount Zion in the city of Jerusalem. 

c) As Messiah and the fulfiller of the Davidic Covenant, Jesus will inherit the ends of the earth as His 

possession, rule over the nations with a rod iron enforcing God's Word, and He will shatter the rebellious 

in His wrath (Ps. 2:8-12). 

d) As the firstborn son and heir of all things, part of Jesus' inheritance is to possess the nations as King of 

kings and Lord of lords. 

4. As the firstborn son and heir of all things, Jesus will inherit the promises of Psalm 45. 

a) Continuing along this same pattern, the author of Hebrews quoted Psalm 45:6-7, stating, "YOUR 

THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OF HIS 

KINGDOM. YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED LAWLESSNESS; THEREFORE GOD, YOUR 

GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE YOUR COMPANIONS" (Heb. 1:8-9). 

b) At this quotation, the Hebrew audience must have leapt with joy when they realized that Jesus the 

Messiah will completely fulfill Psalm 45 when He returns.  

c) Jesus, the One who is "fairer than the sons of men" with "grace...poured upon" His lips, will return in 

"splendor and...majesty" with His sword girded on His thigh for war (Ps. 45:2-5). He will wage war against 
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everyone who rejects His Lordship and who spurned His gospel. His sharp arrows will pierce "the heart of 

the King's enemies" (Ps. 45:5). 

d) After vanquishing all of God's foes, Jesus will sit enthroned in Jerusalem and rule the nations with His 

scepter of righteousness (Ps. 45:6). Because of His love for righteousness and hatred of lawlessness, Jesus 

is and will forever be the happiest person who has ever lived, for God has "anointed [Him] with the oil of 

joy above [His] fellows" (Ps. 45:7). 

e) Not only will Jesus rule the nations from Jerusalem, but "at [His] right hand stands the queen in gold"—

His betrothed bride who has made herself ready (Ps. 45:9; Rev. 19:7). King Jesus will greatly desire the 

beauty of His redeemed people who have given themselves fully to Him and have prepared for the great 

wedding day (Ps. 45:10). 

f) As the firstborn son and heir of all things, part of Jesus' inheritance is to return to the earth with 

vengeance, wage war against God's enemies, sit enthroned in Jerusalem, rule the nations with His 

scepter of righteousness, and be married to His redeemed people who have made themselves ready. 

5. As the firstborn son and heir of all things, Jesus will inherit the promises of Psalm 110. 

a) Finally, the author of Hebrews quoted Psalm 110:1, stating, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE YOUR 

ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET" (Heb. 1:13). 

b) Similar to the other two Messianic prophecies, when Jesus returns, He will "shatter kings in the day of His 

wrath," He will fill the earth "with corpses," and the leaders of the people who refused His leadership will 

be shattered (Ps. 110:5-6). 

c) Psalm 110 reveals that Jesus will bring the nations of the earth into subjection to God the Father during 

His one-thousand year reign on the earth. 

d) One of the most prominent themes of Hebrews, which comes from Psalm 110, is the revelation that 

Jesus is a priest after the order of Melchizedek (Ps. 110:4). This means that Jesus "will be a priest on His 

throne" and will merge "the two offices" of king and priest together (Zech. 6:13). The main idea is that 

Jesus will "build the temple of the Lord" in Jerusalem and will sit enthroned as High Priest and King of 

kings (Zech. 6:13). 

e) As the firstborn son and heir of all things, part of Jesus' inheritance is to be a priest-king in the Millennial 

Temple in Jerusalem. 

IV. The Church of the Firstborn 

1. Every born-again believer is called to be a firstborn son who partakes of Christ's inheritance. 

a) Right after the author Hebrews described Jesus as the firstborn son and heir of all things and detailed His 

Messianic inheritance, he said that believers "will inherit salvation" (Heb. 1:14). Salvation is not just 

something that we possess in our spirit and is being worked out into our soul; salvation is something 

that we will inherit. Based upon the context, this surely relates to our calling as "heirs of God and fellow 

heirs with Christ" (Rom. 8:17). 

b) A few chapters later, the author said that we are "partakers of a heavenly calling" and have become 

"partakers of Christ" (Heb. 3:1,14). Based upon the emphasis of Christ's inheritance in this book, I believe 

a better translation is "partakers with Christ." In fact, the New Living Translation communicates this idea, 

stating, "We will share in all that belongs to Christ." 

c) The Greek word for "partakers" means "sharing in, partaking, a partner, participant, a sharer, by 

implication, an associate." Clearly, this relates to our calling to share in the inheritance of Christ as 

"firstborn" sons (Heb. 12:23). 
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2. Revelation 2-3 lists 17 eternal rewards that we are called to inherit. 

a) Many of these rewards (14 to be specific) can be categorized into eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and 

eternal glory. These are listed below with a quick description of what the reward means. Please note that 

I will prove why this is the likely meaning of each reward later in this class.  

b) Eternal intimacy 

1. Eat from the tree of life (Rev. 2:7): We will receive the capacity in our resurrected and glorified body to 

enjoy Jesus in His unfiltered glory at the deepest level of intimacy and love. 

2. Hidden manna (Rev. 2:17): We will receive deep revelation that comes out of intimacy with Jesus in 

the holy of holies. 

3. A white stone (Rev. 2:17): The white stone likely refers to admittance to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb, where we will dine with Jesus in deep intimacy for all eternity. 

4. A new name written on the stone (Rev. 2:17): This probably reflects our unique relationship with Jesus 

that will characterize who we are, how we lived our lives in the secret place with Jesus during our 

short time on earth, and how we will function in eternity. 

5. Wedding garments (Rev. 3:5; 3:18): As we work out our salvation through love-based obedience for 

Jesus, we are in essence making our own wedding garments, just as Jewish brides did in the days of 

the Bible. These wedding garments will give us access to the wedding ceremony and the right to 

marry the Son of God. 

6. The Father's name written on them (Rev. 3:12): We will be the inheritance of the Father as mature, 

Christ-like sons. 

7. Jesus' new name written on them (Rev. 3:12): We will be the inheritance of the Son as His worthy bride. 

8. Dining with Jesus at the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 3:20): We will dine with Jesus in deep 

intimacy and love at the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

c) Eternal authority 

1. Crown of life (Rev. 2:10): Crowns, which were given to those who were victorious in an athletic game 

and were a mark of a royal and exalted rank, we will be given to the overcomers as a sign of their 

authority as kings in the kingdom of God. 

2. Authority over the nations (Rev. 2:26): We will share in Jesus' Messianic inheritance and will rule the 

nations with a rod of iron in partnership with Him. 

3. The morning star (Rev. 2:28): We will be given authority in the heavens and will use this authority to 

cast down the dragon and his angels to the earth.  

4. Sitting down with Jesus on His throne (Rev. 3:21): We will rule and reign with judicial responsibility and 

kingdom authority, bringing justice and righteousness to our sphere of authority during the 

Millennial Kingdom and throughout eternity. 

d) Eternal glory 

1. A pillar in the temple of God (Rev. 3:12): We will have a place of honor and unlimited access to the holy 

of holies in the Millennial Temple located in Jerusalem. Here we will minister directly to King Jesus in 

His radiance, majesty, and glory. Like Jesus, we will be priest-kings after the order of Melchizedek, 

ministering directly to Jesus as a priest and going forth from the holy of holies with great authority 

to rule the nations as a king. 
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2. The New City Jerusalem written on them (Rev. 3:12): In the eternal age, after the Millennial Kingdom, 

we will dwell in the bridal city, the New Jerusalem, as the wife of the Lamb and as firstborn sons of 

God. As bondservants of God who follow the Lamb wherever He goes, we will be allowed to see 

God's face in the deepest, most intimate places of glory as we minister directly to the Lord.  

3. Only the overcomers will inherit the 17 eternal rewards that Jesus listed in Revelation 2-3. 

a) As we have already seen, God the Father said, "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be 

his God and he will be My son" (Rev. 21:7). 

b) Although Jesus offered every believer the opportunity to inherit these 17 eternal rewards, only those 

who overcome the seven issues He highlighted will be placed into a firstborn status and receive the 

rights to inherit. 

c) If this sounds unfamiliar to you, then it is important to understand the difference between the Greek 

words teknon and huios. 

V. Teknon Versus Huios 

1. The New Testament writers differentiated between the children of God (teknon) and the mature sons of God 

(huios). 

a) Let's start by looking at teknon. Paul said, "The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children 

of God" (Rom. 8:16). The Greek word for "children" is teknon and means "offspring or child." The easiest 

way to think of teknon is that we are a child of God by new birth and we have the DNA of the Son within 

our spirit. 

b) Now let's look at huios. Paul said, "For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God" 

(Rom. 8:14). Having already seen that teknon are the children of God who are born of the Spirit and 

relates to every believer, Paul used huios to describe the mature sons of God and to distinguish every 

born-again believer from those who are led by the Spirit.  

c) Paul was saying that those who kill the sinful deeds of the flesh, renew their mind, and live from their 

righteous spirit by the power of the indwelling Spirit, these and these alone, are the mature sons of 

God—the huios of God. Clearly, Paul was making a distinction between mature, Spirit-led believers and 

immature, carnal believers. 

d) Commenting about this verse, Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words states, "The difference 

between believers as 'children of God' [teknon] and as 'sons of God' [huios] is brought out in Rom. 8:14-

21. The Spirit bears witness with their spirit that they are 'children of God,' [teknon] and, as such, they are 

His heirs and joint-heirs with Christ. This stresses the fact of their spiritual birth (Rom. 8:16, 17). On the 

other hand, 'as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God,' i.e., 'these and no other.' Their 

conduct gives evidence of the dignity of their relationship and their likeness to His character."5 

e) To clarify even further, according to Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, teknon "gives 

prominence to the fact of birth" whereas huios "stresses the dignity and character of the relationship."6  

f) In a practical way, here is how New Testament writers would have used teknon and huios. If a writer 

wanted to refer to a child as a son or a daughter, they could use either teknon or huios. However, when a 

writer wanted to emphasize the honor, respect, worthiness, rank, position, Christ-likeness, or moral 

qualities that distinguished a mature believer from a nominal one, they would always use huios rather 

than teknon. As is always the case, context determines how a verse should be interpreted. 

2. In summary: 

a) Teknon describes how we become God's children at new birth by receiving the indwelling Spirit and a 

new spirit with the exact nature of Jesus Christ; 
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b) Huios, in many cases, describes how the teknon of God mature into Christ-like sons by being led by the 

Spirit, planting the Word into their heart, and denying themselves (leading to the salvation of the soul), 

qualifying them to share in the eternal inheritance of Christ. 

VI. Greco-Roman Adoption and Our Adoption As Sons 

1. Understanding Greco-Roman adoption also brings clarity to Revelation 21:7. 

a) The following summary of adoption in the Greco-Roman world comes from Chapter 2 of the over seven-

hundred page scholarly book named Paul in the Greco-Roman World. 

b) Adoption in the first-century Greco-Roman world was very different than adoption today. When parents 

adopt a child in the twenty-first century, they usually do it because they can't have children, they want to 

help a child whose birth parents can't raise them, or they want to rescue a child from abuse. Modern-day 

adoption involves parents taking a baby or young child into their home, loving them as if they were their 

natural children, and giving them a much better life.  

c) Adoption in the Greco-Roman world, however, was vastly different. Greek or Roman adoption consisted 

of a son—usually an adult not a child—being adopted in order to be an heir who would preserve a 

family line from extinction. If a man was growing older and he didn’t have an adequate heir to receive 

his inheritance and extend his family line, the husband and wife would adopt an adult son who would 

receive the inheritance when the father died. If there were any surviving family members, such as a wife 

or other children, then the adopted son would use the inheritance to help them. 

d) Under normal conditions, whenever a father died, his estate passed directly to his son. No will was 

necessary, for it was illegal for the father to give his property to anyone but his son. The heir was legally 

responsible for the continued care of all surviving family members, including providing dowries for 

unmarried daughters. Effectively, the son stepped directly into the shoes of the deceased father, 

assuming all of the father's responsibilities and using his inheritance to take care of the family. 

e) Because many families in the Greco-Roman world teetered on the brink of extinction due to short life 

expectancies and high infant death rates of 40%, the legal strategy of adoption was used to put an adult 

son into place to take care of the inheritance and the surviving family. This adopted son was treated just 

as if they were born into the family. 

f) Over one-third of Roman children lost their fathers before puberty and another third lost their fathers 

before the age of 25. Consequently, Romans considered the protection of a minor as one of the most 

sacred social responsibilities.  

g) Knowing the risk of a squandered inheritance by giving it to a child too soon, many father's would 

appoint guardians to watch over their heir until they came of age, which under Roman law was the age 

of 14. Nevertheless, if a father wanted the child to mature past the age of 14, they could legally extend 

this age to what they felt was best in their situation.  

h) Paul alluded to this common cultural practice in Galatians 4:1-2, when he said, "Now I say, as long as the 

heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything, but he is under 

guardians and managers until the date set by the father." In essence, the child had to become a mature 

son before the father deemed him ready to inherit. 

i) When Paul talked about our adoption as sons in Romans 8:12-25, his mindset reflected fathers in the 

Greco-Roman world. Because the fundamental motive for adoption was the continuation of the family 

inheritance, a Greco-Roman father thought first about his estate and what to do about his inheritance, 

and only secondarily about adoption. Likewise, for Paul in Romans 8:12-25, adoption enters the 

discussion only because Paul was first thinking about inheritance (Rom. 8:17). 

j) Most of Paul's readers would have been very familiar with the relationship between adoption and 

inheritance and the motives people had for adopting or giving their offspring up for adoption. So Paul, 

when he used the word adoption, didn't have to explain to his readers that only mature, adult males 

were set into place as a son in order to inherit and keep the family from extinction. Because of the 
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common practice of setting a son into place for the purpose of inheriting, Paul didn't have to describe 

this metaphor to his readers. It would be like me saying, "Just Google Greco-Roman adoption." I don't 

have to explain what it means to "Google." You know what I am talking about because it is a part of our 

culture. But if someone from the first-century heard me say this, they would be utterly confused. 

k) In summary, the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to use the metaphor of Roman adoption to convey how 

believers must mature into sons in order to inherit. 

2. Only the overcomers are given a firstborn son status and will share in the fullness of Christ's inheritance. 

a) Contrary to what most believers think, we have not yet been adopted as God's sons. Though many 

respected Bible teachers and influential leaders claim that we have been adopted into God's family, 

there is not one Scripture that supports this claim. Yes, Scripture states that we have received the spirit 

of adoption, that we have been predestined to be adopted, and that we were redeemed so that we 

might be adopted, but nowhere does it say that our adoption has already taken place (Rom. 8:15; Eph. 

1:5; Gal. 4:5). 

b) This does not mean that we are not God's children and that He is not our Father. Far from it, we are the 

teknon of God—the children of God by new birth and we have the DNA of the Son of God in our spirit! 

The God of heaven and earth is our Father because His seed was implanted into our spirit when we were 

born again. 

c) To prove that our adoption is in the future, notice carefully how Paul used the common first-century 

practice of Greco-Roman adoption in Romans 8:23, where he said, "And not only this, but also we 

ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit [as teknon], even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 

waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons [as huios], the redemption of our body." Clearly, our adoption as 

mature sons will not take place until the resurrection of the dead at the second coming of Christ (Rev. 

20:4). 

d) With all of this in mind, let's go back to the distinction between teknon and huios by looking at the Greek 

word for adoption, which is the word huiothesia—translated "adoption as sons." Huiothesia combines 

two Greek words huios (son) and tithēmi (to set, put, place) and means "the placing as a son." This son 

placement is about God the Father giving those who have been conformed into the image of His Son—

the mature, responsible, and Spirit-led sons of God—a firstborn status so that they can share fully in the 

inheritance of Jesus Christ. 

e) Just like a first-century Roman adoption—where an adult not a child was adopted—our adoption will 

not take place until the dead are raised at the Lord's second coming and this adoption will be contingent 

upon whether or not we have become Christ-like in our heart and soul. Make no mistake about it—God 

will not share the inheritance of His Son with unprepared, immature, self-centered, and irresponsible 

children. Like Paul said, the only believers who will partake in the inheritance of Christ are those who 

have suffered with Him (Rom. 8:17). 

d) Taking what we have learned about the difference between teknon and huios, Greco-Roman adoption, 

and the rights of primogeniture, consider once again what God the Father said in Revelation 21:7, where 

He stated, "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son 

[huios]" (Rev. 21:7). Receiving the inheritance of the 17 eternal rewards that Jesus highlighted in 

Revelation 2-3 depends upon us overcoming the seven issues that He highlighted. Or put another way, 

only the overcomers will be placed into a firstborn son status and will share in the fullness of Christ's 

inheritance in the ages to come. Receiving the rights of primogeniture is contingent upon whether or 

not we have overcome, matured, and have become Christ-like in our heart and soul. 

VII. Bringing Many Sons to Glory 

1. God's great end-time plan is to bring many sons to glory. 
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a) In one of the pinnacle statements in the book of Hebrews, the author said, "For it was fitting for Him, for 

whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the 

author of their salvation through sufferings" (Heb. 2:10). 

b) God's great eternal plan has always been to conform men and women into the image of His Son and to 

then fill them with His glory. This eternal purpose will be fully realized at the end of the age when He 

conforms multitudes of His redeemed people “to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn 

among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29). 

c) The number of believers who have fully overcome throughout history is a very small remnant. I believe 

that if we were taken to heaven and could see the small remnant of overcomers in comparison to the 

rest of the redeemed we would weep. But the great news is that God the Father has vowed to bring 

"many sons to glory" before the Lord returns. Though this group of overcoming, firstborn sons is 

presently a small remnant, it will not end that way, for God Himself will see to it that many of His children 

become the mature, Spirit-led, Christ-like sons that He has desired before creation. 

2. The greatest number of sons in history will come to full Christ-like maturity at the end of the age. 

a) The parable of the wheat and the tares reveals the dynamics of the end-time harvest and how the Father 

will ensure that many sons are brought to glory (Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43).  

b) Explaining this parable, Jesus said that the good seed are the “sons of the kingdom” while the tares are 

the “sons of the evil one” (Matt. 13:38). The Greek word used for "sons" in these two statements is huios, 

indicating the full maturity of both God's sons and the devil's sons. Undoubtedly, both lawlessness and 

righteousness will reach full maturity at the end of the age. Though the world will descend into deep 

darkness, the righteous will shine forth like the sun in the glory of their Father (Matt. 13:43). 

c) When many believers discuss the end-time harvest, their conversations are about millions of people all 

around the world coming to faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit’s power coming upon the church like never 

before, and the unprecedented miracles that will take place through the hands of believers. Though all 

of this a significant part of the end-time harvest, one dynamic that is usually neglected is the maturing of 

God's children into overcoming, Christ-like sons—the firstborn sons who will receive the fullest measure 

of the Father's inheritance. 

d) Paul said, “For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons [huios] of 

God” (Rom. 8:19). The groan of creation is for God's children to mature into overcoming sons who will 

return with Christ and restore creation during the Millennial Kingdom. If we want to be part of this 

special group of people, there is only one way and that is to overcome! 
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I. A Parable of a King and His Narcissistic Son 

Imagine that the most powerful king in the world, whose vast empire stretched across three continents and 

whose fame filled the earth, was diagnosed with dementia and was told that he would have three years before 

this disease would make him unfit to be king. With such a pressing deadline, the king had one driving goal and 

that was to prepare his firstborn son for the throne.  

The only problem was that the son also had a health issue that would eventually affect his ability to govern. He 

had a rare disease that was easily treatable, but if left unchecked, would make it impossible for him to govern for 

the good of the people. This non life-threatening disease was an extreme but rare form of narcissism that made 

the son so self-absorbed in his thinking, desires, motives, emotions, and choices that it would ultimately spread 

to every cell and organ in his body, rendering him unfit to govern the kingdom.  

Though blessed beyond measure as the firstborn son and heir to the throne, the king's son was in jeopardy of 

losing his inheritance because he was afraid of going to the doctor. Even as a young child, it was almost 

impossible to get him to the doctor's office because he had a fear of doctors, shots, and medicine. To everyone 

looking at this situation, the solution was simple. All the kings' son had to do to continue his father's dynasty was 

get to the doctor so that he could receive the proper treatment. 

With the future of the kingdom hanging in the balance, the king was at a major crossroads. Either he persuaded 

his firstborn son to go to the doctor and get the treatment that would cure his disease or he would have to give 

his throne to the younger son.  

To his great delight, the king was finally able to persuade his firstborn son that the temporary pain of the 

treatment was worth the privilege of ruling and reigning for years to come. So, after a few weeks of the 

treatment, the disease went into remission, and three months later, the illness was completely gone. The son's 

rare form of narcissism had been cured. 

Because the firstborn son made a choice to see a doctor and receive treatment for his illness, he eventually 

inherited the throne, ruled the kingdom, and carried on his father's dynasty. 

II. The Interpretation 

Like the firstborn son in the parable, every believer is destined for the throne. The King of kings and Lord of lords, 

Jesus Christ, has invited everyone who believes in Him to sit down with Him on His throne and to rule the nations 

in partnership with Him (Rev. 3:21). Yet like the narcissistic firstborn son in the parable, we are also self-absorbed, 

consumed with a deeply ingrained self-love that has its roots from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  

Though this inherent selfishness currently makes us unfit for the throne, there is a simple solution—the discipline 

of the Lord. If we would submit to the Lord's discipline and allow the rod of God to do its work, then selfishness 

would be removed from our soul and we would be prepared to rule and reign with Christ. However, like the 

firstborn son in the parable, we first have to overcome our fear of the doctor. That is, we have to overcome our 

tendency to avoid, neglect, and reject the Lord's discipline. How do we do this? By looking at the discipline of the 

Lord from a new perspective. Rather than seeing the Lord's correction as His rejection, we need a new paradigm 

that views His discipline as the loving method that the Father uses to train and mature us as His firstborn sons 

who will share in the inheritance of Christ. In short, the discipline of the Lord is the training we need for reigning. 

III. The Judgment Seat Before the Judgment Seat 

1. Revelation 2-3 is the judgment seat before the judgment seat. 

a) To prepare us for the eternal and irreversible decisions that will be made about our life at the judgment 

seat of Christ, Jesus comes to His church in great mercy to correct us.   
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b) Jesus told the church of Laodicea, "Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and 

repent" (Rev. 3:19). Jesus' challenging and exacting message to the Laodiceans was His loving discipline 

so that they would not forfeit their eternal birthright and lose their inheritance. In fact, all seven 

messages to the churches in Revelation 2-3 are the Lord's loving discipline so that no one would suffer 

loss when His final, irreversible decisions are rendered at the judgment seat of Christ. 

2. Revelation 2-3 is the trial run for the judgment seat of Christ. 

a) In almost every industry, there are trial runs that highlight issues so that problems can be corrected 

before a product or service is released to the public. For example, software is put through rigorous 

testing in different scenarios so that bugs can be easily identified and corrected before it is released to 

the public. Car seat manufacturers run numerous tests to spot potentially life-threatening issues that 

would put a child's safety at risk. Sports teams have scrimmages to see how prepared their team is for 

the regular season. 

b) In the same way, Revelation 2-3 is a trial run for the judgment seat of Christ that allows us to see the 

areas where we need to overcome so that we don't forfeit our firstborn status and lose our eternal 

inheritance.  

c) Jesus the Judge comes to His church in Revelation 2-3 in great mercy to prepare us as firstborn sons who 

will share in His full inheritance. With fire in His eyes, a two-edged sword in His mouth, and His face 

shining like the sun in its strength, Jesus the Judge brings judgment to His people before He releases His 

judgments to the earth. Like Peter said, "It is time for judgment to begin with the household of God" (1 

Peter 4:17). 

d) We would be wise to use Jesus' messages to the seven churches as a measuring rod and a plumb line for 

our own hearts and souls. As Paul said, "If we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged" (1 Cor. 

11:31). We will have a much more favorable experience at the judgment seat of Christ if we take Jesus' 

messages in Revelation 2-3 to heart and use these corrective messages to repent and to change the 

course of our life. 

e) To fully understand the discipline of the Lord in Revelation 2-3 and how the rod of God trains us for 

reigning, we first need a comprehensive understanding of the judgment seat of Christ. 

IV. An Overview of the Judgment Seat of Christ 

1. Every believer will stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

a) Paul wrote, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be 

recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 

5:10).  

b) Notice that “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” Every believer will stand before 

Christ and give an account for the way they lived. At that time, we will be recompensed—or rewarded—

for the works that we did while on earth. 

c) Jesus will evaluate our life based upon what we have “done.” The Greek word for done is prasso, which 

means “to practice, perform repeatedly or habitually.” That is why it is important to form Christ-exalting, 

Spirit-inspired, kingdom-building habits now—before it’s too late. 

d) The judgment seat of Christ will either be the best day of our life or the worst, depending upon how we 

lived. If we lived solely for Christ and His purposes, if love for God and people were fully developed 

within our heart and soul, then we will be rewarded with deep intimacy with the Lord, radiant glory, and 

great authority (Rev. 2:17; 1 Cor. 15:41-42; Rev. 2:26-27; Rev. 3:21). We will share in the full Messianic 

inheritance of Christ as the inheritance of the Father and the Son (Rev. 21:7; Rev. 19:7-8). On the other 

hand, if we refused the cross and the path of self-denial, if we exchanged Christ-likeness for a selfish life 
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consumed with gaining the glory and goods of this present world, then we will suffer great loss and 

forfeit the greatest privileges ever offered to the human race. 

e) Leonard Ravenhill said, “Oh that believers would become eternity conscious! If we could live every 

moment of every day under the eye of God, if we did every act in the light of the judgment seat, if we 

sold every article in the light of the judgment seat. If we prayed every prayer in the light of the judgment 

seat, if we tithed all our possessions in the light of the judgment seat, if we preachers prepared every 

sermon with one eye on damned humanity and the other on the judgment seat—then we would have a 

Holy Spirit revival that would shake this earth and that, in no time at all, would liberate millions of 

precious souls.”7 

2. At the judgment seat of Christ our works will be tested by fire. 

a) Paul wrote, 

For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if 

any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each 

man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, 

and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. If any man's work which he has built on 

it remains, he will receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he 

himself will be saved, yet so as through fire (1 Cor. 3:11-15).  

b) Jesus Christ is the foundation for all that we do. Our works will be evaluated on whether we built His 

kingdom or our own. 

c) All the work that we do in His name will be tested by fire. "Each man's work will become evident" 

because the fire of God will test the quality of our work. The Lord's eyes of fire will penetrate through the 

outer facades of our actions to unveil the real motives behind what we did (1 Cor. 4:5). Were our works in 

His name inspired by the Holy Spirit and a simple and pure devotion to Christ or were our actions 

motivated by selfish ambition and a desire to be praised by people?  

d) Every work of the flesh is like wood, hay, and straw that will be incinerated by the fire and every work of 

the Spirit is like gold, silver, and precious stones that will survive the fire.  

3. Jesus will give rewards based upon our works. 

a) Notice the following Scriptures: 

And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be 

judged, and the time to reward Your bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who 

fear Your name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth (Rev. 11:18). 

Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to 

what he has done (Rev. 22:12).  

For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and WILL THEN 

REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS (Matt. 16:27).  

b) At the judgment seat of Christ, Jesus will “render to every man according to what he has done.” He will 

“repay every man according to his deeds.” Every believer will be rewarded for the way they lived their 

short life on the earth. 

c) Every Spirit-led, God-glorifying work that He called and empowered us to do will result in eternal 

rewards. Conversely, every work of the flesh that we did from our own reasoning and wisdom, by our 

own strength, and for our own glory will be burned by fire. 
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d) The judgment seat of Christ does not determine our eternal destination but our eternal destiny. In other 

words, the judgment seat of Christ determines the degree of intimacy that we will have with the Lord, 

the level of authority that we will possess on the earth and in the heavens, and the intensity of the glory 

that will be in our resurrected bodies. 

e) The judgment seat of Christ is not about punishment for our sins, for Jesus is the propitiatory sacrifice 

that has already been punished for all of our sins. Rather, it is Jesus rewarding us for the Spirit-led, God-

glorifying works that we have done in His name.  

f) The works we do reveal more about who we are than what we do. It reveals more about our character 

than our talent; more about our faithfulness, humility, meekness, persistence, obedience, and love than 

our gifts, personality, intelligence, leadership skills, influence, connections, and resources. Remember 

that Jesus said "well done, good and faithful slave" to the servant who did excellent work (Matt. 25:21). 

Jesus commended the slaves' character more than the results of the actual work that he had done. 

g) It is important to realize that Jesus knows us by our works—not by our beliefs, intentions, or desires. He 

knows us by what we actually do. To five of the seven churches, Jesus said, "I know your works" (Rev. 2:2; 

2:19; 3:1, 8; 3:15). The works in theses passages are everything we do in our effort to obey God's Word 

fully. 

4. There is continuity between how we live in this life and our destiny in the age to come. 

a) The small things that we do in this life out of a passion and love for Jesus, no matter how weak and 

insignificant they might seem, directly affects how we will spend our life in eternity. God takes our small 

acts of faithfulness, purity, acts of righteousness, and passion and multiplies them by a billion.  

b) For example, if we are faithful in a very little thing in this life, we will be in authority over ten cities when 

we return with Jesus to rule and reign for a thousand years (Luke 19:17). If we overcome Jezebel's work, 

character, and influence in this life, then we will rule the nations with a rod of iron in the next. If we 

devote ourselves to gaining deeper insight into the Word and lead many to righteousness in this life, we 

will shine brightly in the next life (Dan. 12:3). 

c) You probably learned this in school, but if you multiple anything by zero, you get zero! So even though 

God multiples what we do in this age by a billion, if we don't have any acts of faithfulness, a pure heart, 

deeds of righteousness, or burning passion for Jesus, then the result is zero! We will forfeit our eternal 

inheritance because there is a continuous flow from what we do now and how we will live in the age to 

come. 

d) The depth of our sanctification determines the intensity of our glorification. Paul said, “There is one glory 

of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in 

glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead” (1 Cor. 15:41-42). Only mature sons—those who have 

experienced the full salvation of the soul through deep sanctification—will shine brightly like the sun in 

the kingdom of their Father (Matt. 13:37-43). 

e) Unfortunately, many Christians have bought into the unbiblical idea that how we live now has no real 

effect on our eternal destiny and that our experience in the next age will be the same as everyone else. 

Nothing could be further from the truth! 

5. The rewards given to the saints will be eternal and irreversible. 

a) The judgment seat of Christ will be an “eternal judgment” (Heb. 6:2). There will be no reversing the 

decisions that Jesus makes about our life at the judgment seat.  

b) The rewards that we receive will be our lot for all eternity and will determine the way we spend eternity. 

Eternity will be better for some believers than for others. 
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c) If our works are burned and we suffer loss, there will be no way to reverse this. If we are disqualified from 

receiving our fullest eternal inheritance—such as sitting with Jesus on His throne and ruling the nations 

with Christ—there will be no way to change this.  

6. Our works follow us for all eternity. 

a) Revelation 14:13 says that our “deeds follow with” us (Rev. 14:13). For all eternity, we will be known for 

the way we lived the seventy to eighty years of our life. 

b) In the ages to come, we will be known for building the kingdom with pure motives or for building our 

own empire out of selfish motives. Others will be able to look at us and know immediately whether or 

not we lived a life of first love for Jesus and if our works were motivated by a true desire to bring honor, 

glory, and praise to Him. 

c) The wedding garments that we will receive in heaven will testify to everyone how we lived our short life 

on the earth. John wrote, “Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the 

Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, 

bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints” (Rev. 19:7-8). 

d) Notice that “the fine linen” in which we will be clothed are “the righteous acts of the saints.” Our works 

which are not incinerated at the judgment seat of Christ will be our clothing for all eternity. Our deeds 

will testify to everyone how we lived our lives.  

e) The Greek word for "righteous acts" is dikaiōma and means "an act of righteousness, a concrete 

expression of righteousness." Dikaiōma comes from the Greek word that Paul used to describe our 

justification by faith in Romans 3-5. With this in mind, the "righteous acts of the saints" are what we do 

with and from our justification. This means that we work out what the Holy Spirit has already worked 

into us. Like Paul said, we are to "work out [our] salvation with fear and trembling" (Phil. 2:12). So, we 

work from righteousness not for righteousness. We work from love not for love. We work from 

acceptance not for acceptance. 

f) Just as brides in ancient Jewish weddings had to make their own wedding dress, our response to our 

justification will be our wedding clothes for all eternity. The righteous acts that we do from the gift of 

imputed and imparted righteousness will be our wedding garments forever. 

g) Notice also that the "righteous acts" are in the plural and signify our many righteous acts or responses of 

obedience motivated by our love for Jesus as His bride.  

h) Another way to say righteous acts is a lifestyle of love-motivated obedience to the full council of God’s 

Word—including the moral Law, the words of Jesus, and the writings of the apostles. These “righteous 

acts” that will be our wedding garments are works of love-motivated obedience that come from our new 

righteous status and our new righteous spirit. 

i) The call to overcome in Revelation 2-3 is the call to do righteous works. For example, to the churches of 

Ephesus, Pergamum, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, Jesus said, "I know your works" (Rev. 2:2; 2:19; 

3:1, 8; 3:15). In all of these examples, it is clear that Jesus knows us by what we do—not by what we 

believe, what we desire to do, and what our intentions are.  

7. Jesus was motivated by eternal rewards and He used eternal rewards to motivate us to righteousness. 

a) Jesus was empowered to live a consecrated life and endure the suffering of the cross because He was 

motivated by eternal rewards. Jesus’ vision for His life and ministry was defined by the many and varied 

Messianic prophecies scattered throughout the Old Testament.  

b) Jesus endured the shame of the cross by looking at “the joy set before Him” (Heb. 12:2). Undoubtedly, it 

was the joy of eternal rewards that motivated Jesus to endure hostility, persecution, shame, and 

suffering. 
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c) Just as eternal rewards motivated Jesus to live a faithful and righteous life, He used this same 

motivational strategy to inspire us to live a life of holiness and faithfulness. For example, in Revelation 2-

3, Jesus offered the churches eternal rewards to motivate them to righteousness and to empower them 

to overcome compromise and complacency. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus repeatedly used eternal 

rewards to motivate people to a life of meekness, purity, and righteousness (Matt. 5-7). 

8. There are different degrees of eternal rewards. 

a) Speaking of eternal rewards, Jesus said “many who are first will be last; and the last, first” (Matt. 19:30). 

This shows us that there are degrees of eternal rewards. For all eternity, some will be first in authority, 

glory, honor, and intimacy while others will be last. 

b) In the kingdom of heaven, there are the “least” and the “great” (Matt. 5:19).  Many believers will barely 

make it into heaven—they will “be saved, yet so as through fire” (1 Cor. 3:15). Others will sit down with 

Jesus on His throne and rule the nations with a rod of iron (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21). 

c) Some believers will shine like the sun, others like the moon, and others like a faint star (1 Cor. 15:41-42). 

d) Some believers will go into “the wedding feast” while others will not be allowed to enter (Matt. 25:10-

13). 

e) Some believers will hear the Lord say, “Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few 

things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master” (Matt. 25:21). Others will 

hear Him say, “You wicked, lazy slave”—“assign him a place with the hypocrites” (Matt. 25:26; 24:51). 

f) In heaven, there are “places of honor,” people who are “more distinguished,” and there is “the last place” 

(Luke 14:7-10). Based upon how we live on the earth, we can “move up higher” (Luke 14:10). 

g) Jesus said that some will be “considered worthy to attain to that age [the Millennial Kingdom] and the 

resurrection from the dead” while others will not be counted worthy (Luke 20:34-36). 

9. There is a connection between eternal rewards and the depth of Christ-likeness in our soul. 

a) When we were born again, though our spirit was made righteous, holy, Christ-like, and complete, our 

soul was initially unchanged (Rom. 8:10; Eph. 4:24; 1 Cor. 6:17; Heb. 12:23). Like our forefather Adam, our 

soul, which is our mind, will, and emotions, is heavily influenced by pride, selfishness, rebellion, 

independence, and lawlessness.  

b) When Scripture describes the salvation of the soul, it simply means that our inner life is fully delivered 

from all the negative effects of the fall and restored back to a state of Christ-likeness through progressive 

sanctification (Matt. 16:24-27; Luke 9:23-26; Luke 17:33; Luke 21:19; John 12:25; Heb 10:38-39; James 1:21; 

1 Peter 1:9). 

c) To keep it simple, the salvation of the soul is synonymous with Christ-likeness.8 Therefore, the salvation 

of the soul is all about the transformation of our mind, will, and emotions from the prideful, rebellious, 

independent, and lawless nature of Adam into the humble, meek, submissive, and obedient nature of 

Jesus Christ. Like Paul said, God's great goal is to conform us "to the image of His Son" (Rom. 8:29). 

d) When we stand before the judgment seat of Christ, the only thing that will matter is whether or not we 

have been conformed into the image of the Man Christ Jesus. The Father's great goal is to transform who 

we are in our soul into an exact representation of His Son. Christ-likeness will be the plumb line that 

Jesus uses to evaluate our life and it will be the determining factor in whether or not we receive a 

firstborn son status that enables us to share in His inheritance. 

e) Jesus revealed that there is a deep connection between self-denial, the salvation of the soul, and eternal 

rewards in Matthew 16:24-27.9 In this passage, Jesus emphasized the wisdom of self-denial and growing 

in Christ-likeness because He will richly reward us if we become like Him in our soul. 
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10. Who we become in this life determines what we can handle in the age to come. 

a) The level of Christ-likeness in our soul determines how much intimacy, glory, and authority that we can 

handle in the age to come. Who we become in our soul determines whether or not we are qualified to 

share fully in Christ's inheritance. 

b) When Jesus evaluates our life at the judgment seat, it will be all about Christ-likeness. How much did we 

allow the Holy Spirit and the Word of God to work, conform, mold, shape, chisel, and form our mind, will, 

emotions, choices, motives, desires, and intentions into the exact representation of Jesus Christ? 

c) The salvation of the soul—the degree to which Christ has been formed in our inner life—is the 

determining factor of our eternal destiny and whether or not we will be qualified to rule and reign with 

Him in His kingdom. 

d) Sharing in the Messianic inheritance of Christ will depend upon whether our soul is capable of handling 

such pristine responsibility. If our soul is delivered from pride, selfishness, rebellion, lawlessness, and 

independence and humility, meekness, love, and obedience have been developed in our mind, will, and 

emotions, then we will be capable as mature, firstborn sons to partake of Christ's Messianic inheritance 

in the ages to come. Conversely, if we remain a child through immaturity and selfishness, we will be 

disqualified to rule and reign with Christ for all eternity. 

e) It is important to realize that suffering loss at the judgment seat of Christ is not punishment for our sins, 

for Jesus Himself is the propitiatory sacrifice whom God has already punished for our sins. Furthermore, 

eternal rewards are not a badge of honor that demonstrates God's selective love for a certain sect of 

special believers. Rather, the privilege of ruling and reigning with Christ is given to those believers who 

have allowed the Word and the Spirit to transform them into an exact representation of the Man Christ 

Jesus. 

11. We can have confidence at the judgment seat if we grow in both the fear of the Lord and the love of God. 

a) Paul said, "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ....Therefore, knowing the fear of the 

Lord" (2 Cor. 5:10-11). It doesn't take a rocket scientist to know that the fear of the Lord is deeply 

connected to the judgment seat of Christ. 

b) The fear of the Lord does not mean that we are afraid of God and that we run away from Him in guilt, 

shame, and condemnation. Rather, the fear of the Lord means that we tremble at His Word, realizing that 

we will give an account for every word that we speak, for every motive behind our actions, and for the 

way we used the time, money, and influence that was entrusted to us. 

c) The fear of the Lord is the realization that the Lord is both kind and severe and that we really can forfeit 

our eternal inheritance like Esau by living for the gratification of the flesh and the praises of men (Rom. 

11:22; Matt. 6:1). 

d) One of the main reasons that people fall into sin, compromise, complacency, apathy, and even apostasy 

is because they lose the fear of the Lord. The fear of the Lord is a safety net that keeps us from falling and 

it is a cleansing fountain that washes away the filth of the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

e) Even though the fear of the Lord is a crucial guardrail that keeps us from going off the side of the cliff, it 

is important that we also grow in love. Though the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, the 

greatest wisdom is to love (Prov. 9:10). 

f) John said, "We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the 

one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this, love is perfected with us, so that 

we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world" (1 John 

4:16-17). What a wonderful promise by the Apostle John! We can have "confidence in the day of 

judgment" by abiding in His love. 



Session 4: Training for Reigning                                         The Overcomers Class 
 

 

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org        Page 38 
 

g) If we know God's love for us and if we regularly receive fresh reminders of His love for us, we 

progressively begin to love God like God loves God. This naturally leads to loving others in the same way 

that we have experienced God's love for us. 

h) Staying connected to the endless supply of God's love eventually causes God's love to be perfected in 

our heart and soul. As a result, who we are and all that we do becomes an overflow and extension of 

God's burning love. And when this happens, instead of dreading the judgment seat of Christ, we can 

have confidence because God's love will have thoroughly transformed us from the inside out and all of 

our works will survive His fiery evaluation of our life. 

V. An Overview of the Discipline of the Lord 

1. The Lord's correction is not His rejection. 

a) Now that you understand the judgment seat of Christ and how Revelation 2-3 is a trial run before the 

real judgment seat, let's spend some time looking at how the discipline of the Lord prepares us for that 

day when Jesus evaluates our life and rewards us for the way we lived. 

b) Quoting Proverbs 3:11-12, the author of Hebrews stated, "You have forgotten the exhortation which is 

addressed to you as sons, 'MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT 

WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM; FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE 

SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES'" (Heb. 12:5-6). 

c) The first thing to realize about the Lord's discipline is that it is directed toward His sons. That means our 

loving Father is not rejecting us when He is correcting us. Rather, He is disciplining us so that we might 

grow in maturity and Christ-likeness and not suffer loss at the judgment seat.  

d) Many believers are so weighed down by guilt, shame, condemnation, self-hatred, and rejection that they 

are unable to receive the Father's loving correction. Rather than viewing God's discipline as His loving 

rod that trains them for reigning, they falsely assume that God hates them and is always mad at them. 

Nothing could be further from the truth! As the author of Hebrews stated, "THOSE WHOM THE LORD 

LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES." 

e) Because the lawlessness of the culture has penetrated so deeply into the church, the discipline of the 

Lord and His fatherly correction is desperately needed in the body of Christ today. However, since many 

believers have never experienced the Father's love and have a deep root of rejection, they put up walls 

whenever the Lord brings a corrective word to them. Nevertheless, until these believers are able to 

receive and submit to God's rod of discipline, they will never mature past their childish and selfish ways 

and will be in jeopardy of forfeiting their inheritance like Esau. 

2. The Lord's discipline is how the children of God become the mature sons of God. 

a) The Greek word for "discipline" used in Hebrews 12 is paideia and it means "the whole training and 

education of children," including "the cultivation of mind and morals" and "employs for this 

purpose...commands and admonitions...reproof and punishment."10 

b) When God disciplines us, He is not an angry Father who wants to inflict punishment upon us for our 

imperfections and sins. No! He is a loving Father that cares deeply about us becoming His mature, Christ-

like sons who share in the inheritance of His Son. The Father disciplines us so that we can transition from 

immature and selfish children into mature, Christ-like sons. 

c) Hebrews 12:7 states, "If you endure chastening [discipline], God deals with you as with sons [huios]" 

(NKJV). The idea is that the Lord's discipline—His child training—is how the teknon of God become the 

huios of God. Maturity and Christ-likeness are the direct result of the discipline of the Lord.  

3. Submitting to the Lord's discipline determines whether or not we mature into Christ-like sons. 
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a) Looking back at Hebrews 12:7, notice that training for reigning—or being dealt with as mature sons of 

God—is conditional and not automatic for every believer. The writer specifically said "if you endure" 

discipline then "God deals with you as with sons [huios]." The Greek word for "endure" means to "to stay 

under."11  

b) Though the Lord disciplines all of His children, we have a choice to submit to His dealings and stay under 

His rod until His work is complete or to dodge the rod, run away from it, and remain in our immaturity. If 

we choose not to submit to God's discipline, then we will remain a selfish child and will ultimately forfeit 

our opportunity to be a firstborn son who shares in the inheritance of Christ.  

c) Staying along this same theme, the writer continued, "But if you are without discipline, of which all have 

become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons [huios]. Furthermore, we had earthly 

fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of 

spirits, and live?" (Heb. 12:8-9). 

d) For years, when Bible teachers and preachers discussed these verses, they would say something like this: 

"If God doesn't discipline you, then you are a bastard and God is not your real Father. You are not truly a 

Christian if God doesn't discipline you." Though I agree that God only disciplines His children, is this 

really what the author was trying to say? If so, then why did he also say to the believers he was writing to 

"all have become partakers" of His discipline?  

e) As a believer, being "without discipline" doesn't mean that God withholds discipline from us, but that we 

refuse to submit to it. Furthermore, based upon the context of Hebrews 12 and the entire book of 

Hebrews, being an "illegitimate" child does not mean that those without discipline are bastards without 

a heavenly Father. Rather, as the Greek word can mean, "illegitimate children" in this context is a 

metaphor symbolizing children of a "concubine or female slave" who will not share in the inheritance of 

the firstborn son.12  

f) Just like Ishmael (the son of an Egyptian concubine) was unable to share in the inheritance of Isaac (the 

firstborn son of Abraham and Sarah), those who refuse to submit to the discipline of the Lord will not 

have a share in the inheritance of Christ as firstborn sons. Those who refuse God's discipline are like the 

child of a concubine who will not receive the rights of primogeniture in the ages to come. 

g) In summary, if we want to mature from a teknon of God into a huios of God, then we must submit to the 

Lord's rod of discipline, especially the discipline of the Lord in Revelation 2-3. 
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I.  The Church of Ephesus (Rev. 2:1-7) 

a) Ephesus was the largest city of the Roman province of Asia Minor with a population of 250,000 people. This 

city was a major center for idolatry and had one of the seven wonders of the ancient world—a 425-foot long 

by 220-foot wide temple dedicated to the goddess Diana. At this temple, sexual immorality thrived because 

a significant part of Diana's religion revolved around temple prostitutes, who were looked upon as sacred 

and viewed as priestesses. 

b) The silversmith trade prospered because there was a high demand for gold, silver, and bronze to be used in 

the manufacturing of household idols of Diana (Acts 19:25). 

c) The church of Ephesus was one of the most well-respected and influential churches in the ancient world. 

When the book of Acts was written, it was the third most influential church behind Jerusalem and Antioch. 

By the time the book of Revelation was written in 90 A.D., the church of Ephesus had become the largest and 

most influential church in the world. It was a revival and evangelistic center that influenced much of Asia, 

serving as a lampstand that brought light to many (Acts 19:26; Rev. 2:5). 

d) Paul came to Ephesus on his second missionary trip in A.D. 52, in route from Corinth to Jerusalem (Acts 

18:19-21). Though only visiting the city for a brief time, Priscilla and Aquila stayed to train Apollos and the 

disciples of John the Baptist (Acts 18:24-28). On his third missionary journey, Paul stayed for three years to 

establish, train, and equip the church of Ephesus (Acts 20:31). 

e) In Ephesus, the worshipers of Diana became such passionate lovers of Jesus that the market for purchasing 

idols was significantly reduced and many of her former devotees even burned over $5,000,000 worth of 

books used for practicing magic (Acts 19:18-19). 

f) When Paul left Ephesus, he appointed Timothy as the leader of the church and instructed him to guide the 

Ephesian believers away from strange doctrines, myths, endless genealogies, and fruitless speculations and 

to establish their hearts in purity, love, and faith (1 Tim. 1:1-3).  

g) In approximately A.D. 66, the Apostle John became the primary apostolic leader of the church until he was 

imprisoned on the island of Patmos, which was about sixty miles from Ephesus.  

h) The church of Ephesus was the recipient of eight New Testament books, including the Gospel of John, 

Ephesians, 1 and 2 Timothy, 1, 2, and 3 John, and Revelation. This meant that the church of Ephesus probably 

had more insight into the truth of Scripture than any other church at that time. 

II. Jesus' Commendation to Ephesus 

a) The believers at Ephesus were faithful, hardworking, and they hated evil (Rev. 2:2-3). They endured intense 

spiritual warfare and did not give into temptation (Eph. 6:10-18). Though most would have grown weary and 

quit, the Ephesians had a tremendous amount of energy, endurance, and perseverance that enabled them to 

continue running the race of faith (Rev. 2:3). 

b) The Ephesians loved the truth and did not tolerate false doctrines and the spread of heresy. When false 

apostles came to Ephesus, preaching another Jesus and another gospel, they were quick to test them and to 

warn the church of their deceptive and compromised teachings.  

c) Along these lines, Jesus said to them, "Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which 

I also hate" (Rev. 2:6). Though there is some debate about what the "deeds of the Nicolaitans" refer to, the 

best view is to see it as a reference to the followers of Nicolas, the Jerusalem deacon who fell away from the 

faith (Acts 6:5).13 This was the common view among the early church fathers, including Irenaues, who taught 

in the second century that the Nicolaitans were unrestrained in their indulgence of the flesh, especially in the 

area of immorality. Though the Nicolaitans don't exist today, a similar form of their antinomianism does.  
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d) Antinomianism, which comes from the Greek word meaning lawless or without the law, is a belief that under 

the dispensation of grace, the moral Law has been abolished because faith alone is necessary for salvation. 

Antinomianism teaches grace in a way that allows people to continue in sin without repenting. This 

deceptive teaching of false liberty and grace is a catalyst for compromise, sin, lawlessness, and even 

apostasy.  

e) Jude battled antinomianism in the first century, as is evident from his statement that "certain persons have 

crept in unnoticed…ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness" (Jude 1:4). 

Unfortunately, antinomianism is prevalent in the church today. It is important to realize that Jesus 

commended the Ephesian believers for their strong stance against the antinomianism of the Nicolaitans. 

III. Jesus' Correction to Ephesus 

a) In spite of all these commendable qualities, the believers at Ephesus allowed their love for Jesus to grow 

cold. Their original passion and fervor awakened during the great revival had become a dying ember (Acts 

19).  

b) Because the church of Ephesus was a lampstand that enlightened many throughout Asia, the demands of 

ministry intensified until it slowly interrupted their devotional life. The Ephesians quit spending time in God’s 

presence and listening to His voice. They were more preoccupied with the work of the Lord than the Lord of 

the work. Intimacy with Jesus was no longer a high priority, for they believed that the work of ministry was 

more important than cultivating a love relationship with Him. 

c) Jesus told them, “But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Therefore remember from 

where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will 

remove your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent” (Rev. 2:4-5). Though ministry and doctrinal 

purity are very important, it should never replace our love for Jesus.  

d) Loving God with all of our heart is the first commandment—not the first suggestion—because a love 

relationship with the Lord is His first priority for our lives. If we ever allow the first commandment and the 

second commandment to swap positions, then we will eventually experience burnout. Sooner or later, 

ministry without intimacy will lead to dryness, disappointment, and even despair.  

e) Loving God with all of our heart is also the great commandment because it has the greatest impact on our 

heart, emotions, thinking, and lifestyle, especially our ability to rightly influence others. Having influence 

without first love is dangerous because it will be tainted with self-love and self-interest. 

f) Losing our first love is a form of idolatry. We commit idolatry by allowing anything—even good things, even 

God things—to come before our relationship with the Lord. God wants to be first in our schedules, finances, 

thoughts, and desires. 

g) Notice that Jesus told the Ephesians to “remember from where you have fallen.” Many people are surprised 

when well-respected and influential leaders in the body of Christ commit adultery, mishandle money, or fall 

into some other grievous sin. Most of the time, this is usually a symptom of allowing their love for Jesus to 

grow cold. In God’s eyes, we fall from a high place when we lose our first love. 

h) Before the Lord returns, the Father will lead the church back to the joy of first love. The bride of Christ will 

rediscover how to delight in God and how to drink from the river of God’s pleasures (Ps. 36:8; 37:4). As we 

come back to our first love, we will discover that pure, simple, and raw love for Jesus satisfies our hearts like 

nothing else. The Father will restore the first commandment back to first place before the Lord returns. 

i) Unfortunately, the church of Ephesus, which at one time was a lampstand whose light influenced much of 

Asia, went out. Because they ultimately neglected Jesus' challenging rebuke to return to their first love, their 

spiritual influence was removed, and after the fourth century, the church of Ephesus no longer existed. 

Eventually, Islam filled the void left by the church of Ephesus, and today, 98 percent of the population of 

Turkey is Muslim. 
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IV. The Busy American Lifestyle and First Love 

a) For us in America and for many around the world, our schedules, clocks, and calendars do not revolve 

around developing first love as the first and highest priority of our lives. 

b) Most people in America are extremely busy and extremely tired. We make very little time for prayer, the 

Word, worship, and fellowship with God. We live in a vicious cycle of getting up for work, getting ready, 

getting the kids ready, working stressful jobs, coming home tired, crashing on the couch in front of the TV, 

going to bed, and then starting the cycle over day-after-day, week-after-week, month-after-month, year-

after-year. Before we realize it, five years have passed and we haven't spent time in the secret place, loving 

Jesus, in years. 

c) Here's a typical scenario of the busy American life. The alarm goes off at 5:30 and mom and dad drag 

themselves out of bed. Dad goes as fast as he can—as fast as is humanly possible for that early in the 

morning—to get the coffee started. Mom jumps into the shower since it takes her longer to get ready. Dad 

takes a few sips of coffee while checking his email and social media on his phone and then brings mom her 

coffee before he gets into the shower. An hour later, dad leaves for work and mom wakes the kids up and 

hectically does whatever it takes to get them out the door. Because traffic is so bad, both mom and dad have 

developed a routine on their drive to and from work of listening to the morning and afternoon news so that 

they can avoid areas of congestion. When they get home after a busy day, mom and dad are exhausted, so 

they throw together a quick meal, eat, do dishes, help the kids with homework, get the children ready for 

bed, and then crash on the couch with remote in hand. Most nights, mom and dad both fall asleep watching 

one of their favorite TV shows and have to practically sleep walk to bed. After interrupted sleep from tending 

to the children's nighttime needs, they get to wake up and start the whole cycle anew the next day! When 

the weekend finally arrives, mom and dad sleep as late the kids allow. Since the previous week wore them 

out, mom and dad move in slow motion to make the coffee and breakfast. Even though Saturday gives them 

a reprieve from their hectic 8-6 work schedule, their day is still jammed full of activities. Mom has to take one 

of the kids to a birthday party, clean the house, and do some laundry while dad has to cut the grass, unclog 

the shower drain, fix a leak in the faucet, and vacuum the car. Thankfully, mom and dad can relax around 4, 

so dad turns on the football game while mom watches HGTV on the iPad as the kids play video games and 

listen to music. After dinner and getting the kids to sleep, mom and dad fall asleep while watching a movie 

in bed. As usual, church on Sunday is good, the meal afterward is satisfying, and the remainder of the day is 

spent napping, relaxing, and preparing for the whole vicious cycle to start again. And for some reason, we 

call this the American dream! 

d) Day-in and day-out, week-in and week-out, year-in and year-out, this is how most Americans live. Is there 

anything sinful about the scenario described? Not necessarily. Mom and dad are doing whatever it takes to 

survive in the busy American culture with all of their responsibilities. So what is the problem? Neither mom 

nor dad have made pursuing intimacy with Jesus their first priority. Their schedule revolves around work, the 

kids, maintaining the house, and relaxing on the weekends. They have not made first love for Jesus the first 

and highest priority of their lives. 

e) Jesus told a parable that speaks directly to this type of lifestyle. In all likelihood, Jesus told this parable to 

warn us, especially us busy Americans, of the type of lifestyle that can keep us from participating in the 

marriage supper of the Lamb (Luke 14:16-27). When the invitation to attend the banquet went out, the busy 

people "began to make excuses" why they could not attend (Luke 14:18). Though their reasons were all 

different, their response was the same—"please consider me excused" (Luke 14:17, 19). For one, it was a 

piece of land that needed maintenance (Luke 14:18). For another, it was tending to five recently purchased 

oxen (Luke 14:19). For another, it was a newlywed couple likely in their first few days or weeks of marriage 

(Luke 14:20). All of the invitees had valid reasons why they couldn't attend and all of their excuses revolved 

around good and innocent activities. Most of us would think that Jesus would gently come to us, pat us on 

the shoulder with the kindness of a caring father, and say, "I totally understand. That's no problem. Have fun 

taking care of your land, oxen, and wife." But that was not His response at all. Jesus said that their 
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indifference to His invitation angered the Master and He declared, "None of those men who were invited 

shall taste of my dinner" (Luke 14:21, 24).  

f) The point that Jesus was making in this parable was that we cannot be His disciples—nor will we be 

overcomers—unless our love and devotion for Him is so all-consuming that it in comparison it seems like we 

"hate [our] own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even [our] own 

life" (Luke 14:26). For us to be the overcomers that Jesus is calling for, we must allow the cross to put to 

death our self-life and to crucify our excuses that keep us from pursuing intimacy with Him (Luke 14:27). 

g) Comparing the busy American lifestyle with this parable, the only difference is that we are much busier and 

have even more valid reasons for not developing intimacy with the Lord! Yet like Jesus taught in this parable, 

none of our excuses are legitimate reasons for neglecting intimacy with Him in the secret place, especially if 

we desire to participate in the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

h) So going back to our example of the busy American lifestyle, what could mom and dad have done to make 

room for Jesus in their schedules? Here are a few simple suggestions. Instead of waking up at 5:30, they 

could have asked the Lord for the grace to wake up at 5 so that they could spend half-an-hour in the Word. 

Instead of dad turning on talk radio on the drive to work, he could have plugged in some worship music and 

pressed into the Lord's presence during his commute. Instead of making phone calls and listening to the 

radio on her way home from dropping off the kids, mom could have spent time praying, fellowshipping with 

the Lord, and listening to His voice. Instead of having lunch every day with the guys, dad could have taken 

three days out of the week to have lunch with Jesus, where he could listen to the Lord's voice and meditate 

upon the Scriptures. On Saturday, dad could have spent time with the children in the morning while mom 

spent extended time in the secret place. The next Saturday they could have swapped roles, allowing dad to 

spend time soaking in God's presence and meditating upon the Word. This type of teamwork could have 

been scheduled into their routine and become a habit that they practiced so that both of them could 

develop first love for Jesus in the secret place. 

i) For us who have allowed our busy lifestyles to interrupt our intimacy with the Lord in the secret place, Jesus 

tells us to remember, to repent, and to return (Rev. 2:5). 

V. Remember Why First Love Is Important 

a) Jesus told the church of Ephesus, "I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Therefore 

remember from where you have fallen" (Rev. 2:4-5).  

b) The first thing that we need to remember is why first love is so important. Jesus didn't save us just so that we 

could go to heaven when we die and be better citizens now. Jesus didn't pursue us so relentlessly just so 

that we could keep the Ten Commandments, apply biblical principles in our marriage, families, and finances, 

and be nice people who do acts of justice for the poor, broken, and needy. Though all of this is important, 

this is not why Jesus saved us.  

c) Jesus saved us so that we might have eternal fellowship with God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 

Spirit. Jesus created us, died for us, pursued us, saved us, and restored us so that we might have a real love 

relationship with Him and enter into the burning heart of the Trinity. The Christian life is all about 

relationship—not principles, keeping a set of rules, or being morally sound people. 

d) From the garden in Genesis to the New City Jerusalem in Revelation, the entire Bible is one long, interwoven, 

complex, racially diverse love story of God's relentless pursuit of us—not so that we might be religious 

people who can quote Scripture and abstain from sin—but that we might know God in the secret place. This 

whole thing is all about fellowship, relationship, burning desire, and spiritual pleasure. Oh how God wants us 

to know Him intimately in the secret place! If we could truly understand how relational God the Father, God 

the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are, our Christian lives would be dramatically different. 

e) Pursuing a radical lifestyle of first love for Jesus is not some type of religious, legalistic pursuit to appease a 

God who is mostly mad and sad when He thinks about us. It is not about how much of the Bible we can read, 
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how long we can pray, how much money we can give away, and how devoted we are to fasting. Don't get 

me wrong, these are important activities that revolve around the pursuit of knowing God. But this is not why 

Jesus saved us. We were saved so that we might enter into the eternal delight and pleasure of the Trinity. 

f) If you think about it, before creation, God never had to judge, show mercy, dispense grace, release wrath, or 

get angry—that is what He does to His creation who rebels against Him. God, in whose presence is "fullness 

of joy" and "pleasures forever," has been and will always be infinitely happy (Psa. 16:11). Based upon this 

verse, we realize that God's primary disposition is one of joy, happiness, delight, and pleasure. This is the 

essence of His character and explains the reason why we were created.  

g) God has always been and will forever be infinitely happy and filled with delight and pleasure in the 

fellowship of the Trinity. As the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit experienced unbroken fellowship and 

communion together in eternity past, they had joy, pleasure, and delight that we can't even begin to fathom. 

And amazingly, it is this very fellowship of the Trinity that we are invited to share in forever (1 John 1:3). This 

was the reason why God created us. He wanted men and women to share in the joy of fellowship with the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—the very joy that has fascinated and enthralled Him for all eternity. We 

were created to experience the fullness of God's happiness forever. 

h) Returning to our first love is not some type of harsh, legalistic requirement that quenches our joy and chokes 

our pleasure. It is not about becoming stale, boring, religious robots that are God's yes-men. Returning to 

our first love is a call to enjoy God at the deepest level of love. It is a call "to drink of the river of [God's] 

delights," which is God's love for God, God's love for us, and God's love for others (Psa. 36:8). Like lava that 

erupts from a volcano, the pleasures of God's love are released from His heart and become a free-flowing 

river of joy that we can drink from at any time. God, who is love, created us to experience His love, to love 

Him the way He loves us, and then to love others from the overflow of our love for Him. There simply is no 

comparison to God's love. God's love is ecstasy to the soul and deep delight to the heart. 

i) David said, "Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you" (Ps. 63:3, NIV). David tasted God's 

love and realized that no pleasure in life—not even the pleasure of being king—could compare to the 

pleasure of experiencing God's love. To David, the lasting pleasure of experiencing God's love far exceeded 

every temporary pleasure of life. The shulamite maiden, as a picture of the bride of Christ, echoed the same 

truth, saying, "Your love is better than wine" (Song 1:2). Wine, which creates a temporary intoxication of 

pleasure, falls far short when compared to the permanent intoxication that comes from experiencing God's 

love for God, God's love for us, and God's love for others. 

j) John said, "We love Him because He first loved us" (1 John 4:19, NKJV). The more we drink from the pleasures 

of God's love, the more we will love Him in return. As Mike Bickle said, "It takes God to love God."
14

 When 

God's all-consuming fire of love touches our hearts, it ignites a passion for Jesus that can't be quenched by 

anyone or anything.  

k) The Christian life can never be reduced to an impersonal set of rules, principles, and religious formulas. The 

life God calls us to live—the life Jesus died to give us—is an eternal pursuit of knowing God through a deep, 

intimate, personal relationship with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (John 17:3). We are called into the 

fellowship of the Trinity—to enjoy forever what God has forever enjoyed. 

VI. Remember the Good Ole Days 

a) When Jesus called us to remember from where we have fallen, not only are we to remember why first love is 

so important, but also to recall the joy that we once had in our relationship with God.  

b) Think back to the time when you were first saved or when you were awakened in your relationship with the 

Lord. Recall those eternally sweet moments when tears streamed down your face as wave after wave of 

God's love washed over you. Remember the feeling of ecstasy you experienced when the Creator of the 

Universe drew near to you, revealed His love for you, healed you of your rejection and pain, and restored 

you. Think about those times when you woke up early with excitement so that you could have coffee with 



Session 5: Return to Your First Love                                                         The Overcomers Class 
 

 

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org        Page 46 
 

the Creator, dive deeper into the Word, and receive fresh revelation directly from the mouth of God. Recall 

the passion that was awakened when Jesus whispered to you and showed you the direction for your life. 

Remember when the Lord revealed Himself to you in a way that dramatically altered the course of your life. 

c) There is tremendous power when we remember the good ole days in our relationship with the Lord, the 

time when the joy of our salvation was at its peak. These memories drive us back to the secret place so that 

we can go deeper in intimacy, passion, devotion, and fellowship with God. 

VII. The Secret is the Secret Place 

a) In 1996, when the Summer Olympics came to Atlanta, a group from our church went downtown to share the 

gospel with our international guests. The night before our evangelistic mission, I had a very clear dream of 

Jesus. It is the only time I have ever seen Jesus in a dream or vision. The Jesus in my dream was very different 

from the Jesus portrayed by Hollywood. Though He looked very ordinary and plain, there was something 

extraordinarily beautiful about Him that captured my heart. To this day, I can still remember how unusually 

appealing Jesus was because of the humility, grace, meekness, kindness, and gentleness that exuded from 

Him. With a serious and sober look, Jesus said to me, "Bryan, My people do not know Me." I could 

immediately tell that He was very grieved, burdened, and sad. In that unique way in dreams where you 

instantly know things, I intuitively knew that Jesus was talking about His people, not the lost; that He was 

jealous for His people to know Him intimately; and that He was deeply grieved because His people did not 

make knowing Him a priority. 

b) It is sad that so many Christians run here-there-and-everywhere to hear the latest prophet, the most 

anointed and relevant communicator, the most popular worship band, or the world famous author at the 

expense of seeking to know Jesus for themselves in the secret place. With all the vast amounts of resources, 

teachings, books, sermons, podcasts, and courses that have exploded in the Western church, it seems that 

most people still don't get the most important truth of all—it's all about first love for Jesus. And first love for 

Jesus can only be cultivated in one place—the secret place where you and God meet on a regular basis. 

c) The secret is the secret place. The secret to all of your questions, dreams, desires, and passions is found in the 

secret place, where it is you and God alone. The secret place is the secret to returning to your first love and to 

maintaining Jesus as your first love. Having a set place and time where you meet with the Lord regularly to 

pray, to hear His voice, to meditate upon the Word, and to worship, even when it is boring, mundane, and 

dry, is the secret to keeping Jesus as the first love of our lives. 

d) Jesus told a parable about the importance of meeting regularly with Him in the secret place, especially in the 

end times (Matt. 25:1-13). Known as the Parable of the Ten Virgins, Jesus said that before He returned, half of 

His people would not spend the time and energy required to keep their lamps burning with the fire of first 

love. Through the Holy Spirit and the Word, Jesus has provided the means for us to know Him intimately in 

the secret place, yet as He prophesied, a significant number of His people will drift away from first love prior 

to His return. If Jesus literally meant that half of His people would run out of oil because they neglected the 

secret place, then that means there are potentially over 1 billion believers who have left their first love and 

are on the road to burnout.  

e) To those foolish virgins who did not have a secret place relationship with the Lord, Jesus will say to them on 

that day, "I do not know you" (Matt. 25:12). Though foolish virgins who drifted from their first love don't lose 

their salvation and go to hell, they will be unable to participate in the marriage supper of the Lamb (Matt. 

25:10). Paul sheds some light on this when he said, "If anyone loves God, he is known by Him" (1 Cor. 8:3). 

Jesus knows those who make loving Him the first priority of their life. 

VIII. Do the First Works 

a) Jesus exhorted the Ephesians to "do the first works" (Rev. 2:5). Keeping Jesus as the first love of our life is the 

first work that we are called to do, and make no mistake about it, this is very hard work! Loving Jesus above 
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everything and everyone for decades is a great challenge as we go through the busy, mundane, exciting, 

and trying seasons of life. 

b) Not only is it hard work, but we are in head-to-head combat with the powers of darkness for the affections of 

our heart. There is nothing the enemy works harder at than trying to allure us away from "the simplicity and 

purity of devotion to Christ" (2 Cor. 11:3). The devil knows better than anyone that if we lose the joy of our 

first love for Jesus we are on the road to burnout and a great fall. 

c) World famous author Stephen Covey said, "The main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing."15 Jesus 

wants us to make loving Him and knowing Him in the secret place the main thing that our life revolves 

around. This means that we don't try to fit Him into our schedule but that we fit our schedule around Him.  

Jesus wants to have the first place in our daily schedules, our weekly and monthly planning, our yearly goals, 

and the dreams for our life. Honestly ask yourself this question: When I make a schedule for the day or for the 

week, do I make unbreakable appointments to meet with Jesus? 

d) Stephen Covey also said, "The key is not to prioritize what’s on your schedule, but to schedule your 

priorities."16 If loving Jesus is truly the first priority of our life, then it will be reflected in our daily, weekly, and 

monthly schedule. Just like you can tell what a person really loves by analyzing their bank account, one of 

the sure signs of first love for Jesus is whether or not we schedule regular time to meet with Him in the secret 

place.  

e) In 2007, dad and I had the privilege of meeting with the President of Uganda. This was truly one of the 

highlights of my life. When we were presented with this opportunity, we prioritized our entire schedule 

around this very important meeting. There is no way that we would have even considered breaking our 

appointment. We made sure that nothing got in our way of this incredible opportunity to sit down and talk 

with President Museveni. This meeting was our highest priority and we built our entire schedule for that day 

around this meeting.  

f) Yet when it comes to meeting with God on a regular basis in the secret place, how many of us make an 

unbreakable priority and form our schedule around this sacred time? If we do schedule time to meet with 

Jesus, we often use a pencil rather than an inerasable pen! What does this say about our fear of the Lord and 

our honor for the King of kings and Lord of lords? 

g) Randy Bohlender, who serves as Executive Director of Zoe’s House Adoption Agency and is the father of 10 

children, said, "You make appointments with God, and you keep them. If that means you get up 30 minutes 

earlier than you have to, you do that. If that means you stay up later, whatever works for you—just find a 

place daily in the Word, alone with God. People tell me, 'Well, you don’t understand my situation.' You know 

what, I’ve got 10 kids; I understand busy. There are times when I read my Bible at three in the morning; it’s 

worth it to spend time with God."17 

IX. Two Trees in the Garden 

a) After correcting Ephesus for losing their first love, Jesus said, "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of 

God" (Rev. 2:7). 

b) To those who overcome losing their first love, Jesus promised the eternal reward of eating from the tree of 

life in the Paradise of God. Though we will analyze in detail what it means to eat from the tree of life, we first 

need to realize that this promise also brings another tree into the conversation—the tree of the knowledge 

of good and evil. Never forget that there were two trees in the garden and both have significant meaning in 

our quest of keeping Jesus as the first love of our life. 

c) In our discussion of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, we first need to understand the original sin 

and I don’t mean the sin of Adam. I am referring to Satan's sin before mankind was ever created, for this sin is 

deeply connected to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the present condition of our soul, and 
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loving Jesus as our first love. We find this original sin in a very odd and mysterious prophecy found in Ezekiel 

28:11-18. 

d) What is striking about this prophecy is that Satan’s original position and our eternal destiny look almost 

identical. Consider the similarities for a moment. Satan was beautiful and perfect because God's glory rested 

upon him (Ezek. 28:12); we too will be beautiful and perfect because God's glory will rest upon us (Rev. 

21:11). Satan was covered with every precious stone (Ezek. 28:13); we too will be covered with every precious 

stone (Rev. 21:19-21). Satan had a very serious and weighty responsibility to cover (Ezek. 28:14); we too will 

have a very serious and weighty responsibility to rule and reign with Christ (Rev. 2:26-27). Satan was on the 

holy mountain of God (Ezek. 28:14); we too will be on the holy mountain of God (Heb. 12:22). What Satan lost 

in terms of access to God's glory, the adornment of beauty, and exercising authority, God the Father will give 

to His overcoming sons, but at a much greater level (Rev. 2-3; Rev. 21:7). Unlike Satan, we have an even 

higher calling and that is to be one with God the Father and God the Son for all eternity and to sit down with 

Jesus on His throne and rule the nations with Him. 

e) Why is all of this important? Because after the fall of Satan from glory, when the very beauty that God 

bestowed upon Satan became his stumbling block due to pride (Ezek. 28:17), the Father would never again 

give this type of inheritance to anyone automatically. The Father would never give humanity such access to 

glory, beauty, and authority unless we first had been given the opportunity to travel down the same path as 

Satan. God would not make us coheirs with Christ until we had chosen the path of humble, dependent 

obedience upon God as true and authentic lovers. That is why God put the tree of knowledge of good and 

evil in the garden. He wanted to test us to see if we would choose the same path as Satan or if we would 

choose life and moment-by-moment reliance upon God, for eating the forbidden fruit would impart into our 

soul the very nature of Satan himself. 

f) The cunning serpent tempted Adam and Eve to become just like him, saying you "shall be as gods" (Gen. 3:5, 

KJV). Choosing this path of self-deification would align Adam with Satan and implant the serpent's nature of 

pride, selfishness, independence, and rebellion within his heart and soul forever. Until the day he died, 

Adam—along with all mankind thereafter—would have the nature of Satan embedded into their soul. 

g) When Adam made the fateful decision to eat from the tree of knowledge, the forbidden fruit killed Adam’s 

spirit and awakened his soul into a state of prideful autonomy, transforming Adam into a self-conscious and 

self-aware man (Gen. 3:6-7). With his eyes opened, Adam became soul-oriented—his own independent god 

who was knowledgeable and wise, but severed from the prior intimacy that he shared with His Creator. 

Furthermore, Adam’s choice aligned him with Satan, making him the head of a race of people with an evil 

heart and proud soul. Adam now had knowledge of good and evil; he was wise and could make decisions 

apart from God. But the consequences of his decision was death rather than life. 

h) In Adam, because of the effects of the tree of knowledge, all of us are born with a fallen soul patterned after 

the nature of Satan, filled with prideful independence and a narcissistic obsession with ourselves. That is why 

Satan is described as “king over all the sons of pride" (Job 41:34). Even after we come to Christ, our soul 

remains in the condition it was in before we were born again. Though the new birth radically changed our 

spirit and circumcised our heart, our fallen soul is still prideful, narcissistic, self-aware, self-conscious, 

rebellious, independent, lawless, and fixated on the image that we project to others. In short, the fruit from 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil made us profound lovers of ourselves. 

X. Deliverance from Self Love 

a) The fruit from the forbidden tree has produced a race of men and women who are deeply in love with 

themselves. This self love, which has its roots in the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, will reach its 

peak in the last days, just as Paul revealed in 2 Timothy 3:1-2. 

b) When Paul said that "difficult times will come" in "the last days," you would have expected to see an increase 

of violence, perversion, terrorism, or catastrophic events at the top of the list (2 Tim. 3:1). But that is not what 

he wrote. Remarkably, the number one problem that will make the last days so difficult, according to the 
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Apostle Paul, will be that "men will be lovers of self" (2 Tim. 3:2). A massive harvest of self-love, which has 

been imbedded into the soul of every one of us as a result of Adam's sin, will reach such an intensity before 

the Lord returns that Paul listed this as the number one challenge of the last days. 

c) Even though our spirit has been saved, apart from the work of the cross, our soul is naturally inclined toward 

self-love. And make no mistake about it—self-love is the number one obstacle we face in our quest to 

developing first love for Jesus. 

d) One of the hallmark traits of the overcomers is that they "did not love their lives to the death" (Rev. 12:11, 

NKJV). After studying the Greek words in this verse, I believe a better reading is: "They did not love their soul 

unto death." In other words, overcomers are living martyrs who may or may not be physical martyrs. For 

example, Peter and Paul were overcomers who were both living martyrs and physical martyrs whereas John 

was an overcomer who was a living martyr but not a physical martyr. 

e) The Greek word used for soul in Revelation 12:11 is psychē and can be defined as the invisible self-life, 

including our mind, will, and emotions, down to our very last breath. The main point is that overcomers are 

people who do not resist the work of the cross in their soul. They don't love their self-life unto death, 

meaning that they love Jesus more than they love themselves, and as a result, they welcome the cross into 

their mind, will, emotions, desires, and motives, allowing the Spirit to put to death every trace of selfishness 

that stands in the way of first love for Jesus. And when the cross has fully done its work of slaying what we 

want when we want it, when we have reached such a place of self-denial we can say in agreement with the 

Lord "not my will, but Yours be done," then we will be the inheritance of the Lord, a people "who follow the 

Lamb wherever He goes" (Rev. 14:4). 

f) On July 19th, 2015, Terry Bennett visited our church and shared an experience that I will never forget. He said 

that he was taken to heaven, shown the garden of Eden, and he had a conversation with Adam. In this 

experience, he said that the tree of life and its fruit were by far the ugliest in the garden. This tree looked 

more like a vine than what we would think of as a tree. Though unappealing, the tree of life was giving life to 

everything in the garden except for the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Whereas the tree of life was 

unattractive and emanated the fear of the Lord, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and its fruit were 

the most beautiful in the garden and emanated the self-life. What grabbed Terry's attention was how 

appealing the tree of knowledge was to the soul and how much it sought to draw attention to itself. In his 

conversation with Adam, it became clear that Adam was afraid of the tree of life, for he knew that eating its 

fruit would mean the end of his self life, that he would have to exchange his life for God's life. Fully aware of 

the price of eating from the tree of life, Adam made a slow and purposeful decision whether or not to eat 

from the tree of life. Unfortunately, we know how the story ended as Adam made the deliberate decision to 

eat from the tree of knowledge, and as a result, a deep and penetrating self-love was awakened in his soul. 

g) I think this experience clearly communicates how the cross of Jesus Christ must work in our soul, in the 

deepest parts of our self-life, to put to death the inherent selfishness, pride, lawlessness, independence, and 

rebellion that we inherited from Adam. For only when the cross has done its absolute work of crucifying our 

soul will Jesus truly be the first love of our lives. As Jesus said, "If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his 

own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot 

be My disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple" (Luke 14:26). 

The cross working in our soul to crucify our inherent selfishness is unmistakably connected to loving Jesus as 

our first love. If our passion for Jesus does not seem like self-hatred in comparison, then we are not worthy to 

be the wife of the Lamb (Matt. 10:37-39). 

h) If the thought of the complete crucifixion of our self-life makes us wince, wiggle, and whine, it only reveals 

how much we still love ourselves more than we love Jesus. 

XI. Eating From the Tree of Life 

a) Now that we have discussed the call to return to our first love and the connection between first love, the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil, deliverance from the self-life, and the tree of life, let's look at the first 
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overcomers' reward of being able to eat from the tree of life. Keep in mind that this promise is only given to 

those who overcome losing their first love—it is not a reward for every believer. 

b) Jesus said, "To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God" (Rev. 

2:7). The tree of life is mentioned 11 times in Scripture. Three times in Genesis (Gen. 2:9; 3:22, 24), four times 

in Proverbs (Prov. 3:18; 11:30; 13:12; 15:4), and four times in Revelation (Rev. 2:7; 22:2, 14, 19). 

c) View #1: One view of the tree of life is that only those who eat of its fruit will have eternal life, and therefore, 

only the overcomers will be saved and go to heaven. There are numerous problems with this view. First, Paul 

made it very clear that justification is by faith alone apart from works (Rom. 3:28; 4:6). If loving Jesus as our 

first love all the days of our life is the criteria to be justified and go to heaven, not many people will make it 

in! Justification is by faith alone apart from works, including the first work of loving Jesus. We don't get saved 

or stay saved by our love and devotion to Jesus. We are saved because we believe in what Jesus 

accomplished for us on the cross for our justification. So clearly, the tree of life is not describing eternal life. 

Besides, we already possess eternal life in our spirit the moment the Spirit of God came to dwell in our spirit 

at new birth (1 John 5:12). 

d) View #2: Another more plausible view is that the tree of life equips us with special wisdom and knowledge so 

that we can effectively rule and reign with Christ during the Millennial Kingdom. The idea behind this view is 

that the tree of life first appeared on the scene in Genesis when mankind was given a mandate to rule and 

reign over the earth (Gen. 1:26-28). Then the tree of life disappeared for six-thousand years because mankind 

was not in a position to rule and reign with Christ. But since this tree shows up again in Revelation, when 

Jesus calls us to overcome so that we can rule the nations with Him, it appears that there is a connection 

between the tree of life and ruling the nations. So this view concludes that the tree of life has something to 

do with imparting special wisdom and knowledge for ruling and reigning with Christ. The Scriptural basis for 

this view is Proverbs 3:13-18, which likens wisdom and understanding to a tree life. Though there are some 

interesting points to consider in this view, when you look at the context of what Jesus was talking about in 

terms of first love and deliverance from the self-life, I think View #3 is a more likely interpretation. 

e) View #3: In my opinion, the most likely meaning of eating from the tree of life is receiving the capacity in our 

resurrected and glorified body to enjoy Jesus in His unfiltered glory at the deepest level of intimacy and love. 

There are two main reasons why I believe this. First, by contrasting the tree of life with the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil, we know from personal experience that the effects of eating the fruit from the 

tree of knowledge imparted a deep selfishness into the DNA of our soul and made us profound lovers of self. 

Likewise, it seems to reason that the tree of life would have a similar but opposite effect of imparting the 

ability to love Jesus fully and to enjoy Him at the deepest level of intimacy and love. The second reason why I 

believe this is because the context of Jesus' message to Ephesus was about loving Jesus as our first love. If 

we make loving Jesus our first priority in life—no matter how weak our love, how many times we fail, and 

often we have to repent for neglecting the secret place—then it appears that God will take our weak love 

and multiply it by a billion in the age to come, giving us the capacity and the ability to fully enjoy Jesus at the 

deepest level of love in His unfiltered glory.  

XII. The Capacity to Enjoy Jesus Forever 

a) Having explained why I believe that the tree of life is the capacity and ability to enjoy Jesus fully in the ages 

to come, perhaps a few prophetic experiences can bring more clarity to this. Let me clearly state, however, 

that prophetic experiences should never establish doctrine. The Scriptures and the Scriptures alone establish 

doctrine. Nevertheless, true prophetic experiences which we have prayed over and judged to be truly from 

the Lord, can and should be used to bring clarity to our understanding of the Scriptures. 

b) When Terry Bennett told of his heavenly experience of the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil, he said that eating from the tree of life means that the overcomers will have "full access" to Jesus in 

the ages to come. This aligns with what I believe eating from the tree of life means, that we receive the ability 

and the capacity to enjoy Jesus at the deepest level of love. 
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c) In the mid-nineties, Rick Joyner had a series of profound prophetic experiences in which he was transported 

to heaven and saw many events that would unfold in the last days. He wrote about these experiences in The 

Final Quest and The Call. I highly recommend reading both of these books. They have had a profound impact 

on my life. 

d) In The Final Quest, Rick Joyner describes what it was like eating from the tree of life, saying, 

When I tasted the fruit, it was better than anything I had ever tasted. Yet it was also somehow 

familiar. It brought pleasant memories of such things as sunshine, rain, beautiful fields, and the sun 

setting over the ocean, but even more, it reminded me of the people I loved. With every bite, I loved 

everything and everyone more. Then my enemies started coming to mind, and I loved them too. The 

feeling was soon greater than anything I had ever experienced....As I ate the fruit from the Tree of 

Life, the thought of every good thing I had ever known filled my soul. When Jesus spoke, it was the 

same, only magnified. All I wanted to do was stay in this place and listen to Him....Now I knew that 

there was nothing more wonderful or exhilarating that we could ever do than to simply worship 

Him....The desire to express adoration for Him became almost insatiable. I had to praise Him!...The 

glorious worship that followed could not be described in human language....With this glory, I 

entered a realm of emotion that I had never experienced before.18 

e) In this experience, the Lord also spoke to Joyner and said, "The fruit of this tree [the tree of life] is the Father's 

love, which is manifested in Me" (emphasis mine).19  

f) Connecting the dots, it appears that the fruit from the tree of life imparts the Father's very own love into the 

overcomers, giving them the capacity and ability to love Jesus with the same passion and delight of the 

Father (John 17:26). The Father's love in the overcomers is also God's life, for God's life is an overflow and 

extension of His love. When the overcomers eat of this fruit in the ages to come, the Father's love will be 

imparted into their heart and soul at a much deeper level, giving them the power to love Jesus, to love 

others, and to love their enemies with the Father's very own love. Not only that, but eating from the tree of 

life will also give the overcomers the ability to enjoy life to the fullest. Notice that eating from the tree of life 

gave Rick Joyner a much richer ability to enjoy even the simplest things of life, such as sunshine, rain, fields, 

ocean sunsets, and loving others. Just as the fruit from this tree awakened emotions that Joyner had never 

experienced, the fruit from the tree of life will awaken emotions in the overcomers that will allow them to 

become one with God's heart as they experience His deepest pleasures continually without being 

overwhelmed by the intensity. These awakened emotions will make worshiping Jesus in the fullness of His 

glory the only thing that they will want to do for all eternity.  

XIII. Summary 

a) Overcomers love Jesus as their first love and this love is so deep that they actually love Jesus more than they 

love themselves. 

b) Overcomers will receive the right to eat from the tree life, which will give them the capacity and ability in 

their resurrected and glorified bodies to enjoy Jesus in His unfiltered glory at the deepest level of intimacy 

and love.  
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I. The Church of Smyrna (Rev. 2:8-11) 

a) Some thirty-five miles north of Ephesus was the city of Smyrna, population of about 100,000. Smyrna was a 

large harbor city on the Aegean Sea and is the only one of the seven cities in existence today, modern Izmir 

in western Turkey. 

b) Smyrna was one of the most beautiful cities in Asia, referred by the ancients as the "pride of Asia," the "crown 

of Asia," or the "flower of Asia." An inscription on coins described the city as "First of Asia in beauty and size," 

even though other cities were more highly populated. 

c) Of the seven churches, only Smyrna and Philadelphia received no correction from the Lord. In Smyrna's case, 

this was likely due to the severe persecution that the believers in this city faced. The church of Smyrna was a 

suffering church, reflected in the meaning of its name bitter and myrrh. Myrrh, associated in the New 

Testament with bitterness, weeping, burial, and resurrection, was the most suitable name for these suffering 

saints in Smyrna, who had faced severe persecution from Roman authorities and were destined for even 

greater affliction in the days ahead. Bitter and death were appropriate words to describe the severe 

persecution, slander, hardships, imprisonment, poverty, and even martyrdom that the believers experienced 

in Smyrna. 

d) The church of Smyrna faced intense persecution because of the city's patriotic loyalty to emperor worship. In 

A.D. 29, when a competition arose among Asian cities for the coveted right to build emperor Tiberius a 

temple, Smyrna won. This only intensified the pressure on Smyrna believers to bow their knee to Caesar and 

burn incense to his name. The persecution escalated when Domitian (A.D. 81-96) made emperor worship a 

requirement for every Roman citizen. Under this law, Roman citizens were obligated to burn incense to 

Caesar once a year, after which the loyal worshiper was issued a certificate indicating their allegiance to 

Rome. To be without a certificate, which was most certainly the case for the true believers in Smyrna, was to 

risk discovery and death.  

e) Some sixty years after the book of Revelation was written, Polycarp—an early church father, the bishop of 

Smyrna, and a disciple of the apostle John—was burned alive at the stake for refusing to burn incense to the 

Roman Emperor. The martyrdom of Polycarp was not an isolated incident, however, for the church in Smyrna 

experienced mass executions on a number of occasions for refusing to worship the emperor.20 Needless to 

say, in a culture that was so fervent and enthusiastic for emperor worship, it was very dangerous to be a 

faithful Christian in Smyrna! Failure to confess "Caesar is Lord" and burn incense to his name made citizens a 

criminal of the state, resulting in the death penalty by crucifixion, burning at the stake, being thrown to wild 

beasts, or some other cruel form of death. 

f) Adding to the danger was a large Jewish community that was antagonistic to the gospel. These Jews 

repeatedly informed the Roman authorities that the loyal Christ-followers in Smyrna would not burn incense 

to Caesar and they rallied the local magistrates to imprison, to plunder the property of, and to kill these 

faithful believers. This Jewish opposition was Jesus' focus in verse 9, when He said, "I know your afflictions 

and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know about the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but 

are a synagogue of Satan" (Rev. 2:9, NIV).  

g) Though these Jews were physically from the lineage of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, spiritually they were of 

their father the devil (John 8:44). Because these Jews in Smyrna rejected the divinity of Jesus, denied His 

resurrection, and persecuted His people, Jesus said that their gatherings at the synagogue were energized 

by demonic powers, quite possibly by Satan himself. The dynamics of these ancient, satanic synagogues in 

Smyrna were similar to the mosques of radical Muslims today, who, after gathering for prayer and preaching 

from the Quran, are energized by demonic powers to kill the infidels. In a similar way, when these Jews 

would meet on the Sabbath in local synagogues throughout Smyrna to study the Torah, they would leave 

the gatherings energized with hate, hostility, and antagonism toward the faithful Christ-followers in Smyrna. 

These "synagogue[s] of Satan" would add fuel to the already burning fires of persecution initiated by Roman 

authorities. 
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h) Jesus told the believers in Smyrna that He knew their tribulation and poverty. Undoubtedly, the poverty 

these believers experienced was a direct result of Jewish and Roman persecution. It was unlikely that the 

Christians in this prosperous community were poor because of laziness, a lack of education, bad business 

investments, or a lower rank in society. The cause of their poverty was similar to the believers in the book of 

Hebrews, who "endured a great conflict of sufferings...being made a public spectacle through reproaches 

and tribulations...and accepted joyfully the seizure of [their] property" (Heb. 10:32-34). Likely, the Jews in the 

community, whether directly or indirectly via Roman authorities, were one of the main reasons why their 

property was plundered, their possessions stolen, their opportunities for business blocked, and their poverty 

heightened. 

i) Not only were the Christians in Smyrna suffering, Jesus warned them that another intense wave of 

persecution was coming. He said, "Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast 

some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days" (Rev. 2:10). 

Whether the ten days are to be taken literally or symbolically is beside the point. The main take away is that 

some believers in Smyrna were about to endure a brief period of testing that was going to purify their faith 

and develop deep loyalty to Jesus in the face of death. The devil, using the Roman authorities and the Jewish 

community as his pawns, was going to send some of the Smyrna believers to prison, where they would be 

detained until the day of their execution. 

j) In summary, the suffering in the bitter city of Smyrna was due to 1) slander and false accusations from the 

Jewish community; 2) poverty related to persecution; 3) imprisonment for refusing to worship Caesar; and 4) 

martyrdom for staying loyal to Jesus Christ. 

k) Though suffering can take many forms for the Christian, the message to the church of Smyrna is directed 

toward believers who are enduring state-sponsored persecution energized by demonic powers. 

II. The End-Time Persecution 

a) Though most Christians in western nations have not suffered serious persecution, this is not the case in 

much of the world, especially in the Middle East. In Iraq, where ISIS recently targeted believers, the Christian 

population decreased from 1.5 million to 300,000.21 In Syria, one estimate states that more than fifty percent 

of the Christian population has become refugees.22 In Iran, where ethnic Persians are by definition Muslims, 

everything from evangelism to publishing Bibles is illegal.23 In Pakistan, "blasphemy" laws make it dangerous 

to be a believer because there is so little government protection for religious minorities, making mob 

violence a constant threat for Pakistani Christians.24 

b) The radical Hindu nationalist movement has ratcheted up the persecution against Indian believers also, 

which has lead to brutal attacks on Christians, including pastors and nuns.25 Sudanese Christians face the 

death sentence for "apostasy" and the radical Islamic terrorist group Boko Haram has slaughtered over 2,000 

Christians in Nigeria.26 China's Communist government has imprisoned Christian human rights lawyers and 

pastors, removed some 1,500 crosses from churches, and have even destroyed churches.27 Perhaps the most 

dangerous place in the world for believers is North Korea. In this totalitarian country under the heavy-

handed leadership of Kim Jong-un, believers are subject to arrest, torture, imprisonment, labor camps, and 

execution.28 Tens of thousands of North Korean Christians are estimated to be enslaved in labor camps for 

their faith and every Christian family in this country is placed at the bottom of the societal ladder.29 

c) While most believers in the western world have not been severely persecuted, there's a very real possibility 

that this could change soon. On June 26, 2015, a dramatic shift took place in America when the U.S. Supreme 

Court legalized, institutionalized, and normalized homosexual marriage. What this means is that gay rights 

now trump religious liberty. Consequently, churches who will not perform same-sex weddings can lose their 

tax-exempt status and pastors who teach what the Bible says about homosexuality could be charged with 

hate crimes and sentenced to prison. Businesses that refuse to bake cakes for gay weddings are now being 

fined hefty amounts and are subject to lawsuits and government investigations. Rod Dreher, in an article for 

Time Magazine entitled Orthodox Christians Must Now Learn to Live as Exiles in Our Own Country, said, "LGBT 

activists and their fellow travelers really will be coming after social conservatives. The Supreme Court has 
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now, in constitutional doctrine, said that homosexuality is equivalent to race. The next goal of activists will 

be a long-term campaign to remove tax-exempt status from dissenting religious institutions. The more 

immediate goal will be the shunning and persecution of dissenters within civil society."30 

d) Persecution is not just coming to America; it is here and will be plainly seen in the days, months, and years 

ahead. In an ever-increasing way, believers who hold to a biblical worldview will be identified, marginalized, 

ostracized, criminalized, and terrorized by the government. What will start out as persecution for our beliefs 

about homosexuality will eventually lead to persecution for every belief that contradicts the agenda of the 

government. As we head deeper into the end times, we can expect to see the same type of tolerance that 

the gay agenda was built upon lead to a general acceptance of universalism, a belief that all religions lead to 

God and eternal life. A similar argument that helped make the gay agenda successful will be applied to 

universalism. For example, leveraging same-sex marriage as if its legalization was an act of God, an apologist 

for universalism might argue, "If a loving God would not keep two men who loved each other from marriage, 

how would a loving God send good, nice, well-meaning, generous, and kind people to hell just because they 

didn't believe in Jesus?"  

e) While moral relativism has caused gross perversions to be legalized, normalized, and institutionalized in 

America, the war on Islamic terrorism has also opened the door for America to be more like a police state, 

where many of our conversations and activities are now profiled and tracked by the Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS). Right now, the DHS can access all of our internet activity, including the websites 

we visit, what we Google, what we post on social media, the blogs that we read, and the emails that we send. 

Under the guise of fighting terrorism, the DHS can easily access all of this information from internet 

companies and create profiles of every citizen. When you add our cell phones into the equation, our 

government can hear almost every conversation that we have and know our exact location at any moment.  

f) According to an unclassified report released from the DHS titled Rightwing Extremism: Current Economic and 

Political Climate Fueling Resurgence in Radicalization and Recruitment, those who are pro-life, critical of the 

New World Order (which would include the United Nations, the Federal Reserve, a one-world economy, etc.), 

against gay marriage, or believe in end-time prophecy could be classified by the government as a terrorist 

threat—a radical extremist similar in nature, in the mind of the government, to an Islamic extremist. If an 

unclassified report released to the public contains this information, imagine what the classified reports say! 

g) So here is a scenario of how this could play out for Christians in the western world who hold to a biblical 

worldview and believe in the sanctity of life, traditional marriage, end-time prophecy, and that Jesus is the 

only way to heaven. As this type of worldview becomes increasingly marginalized and ostracized, those who 

embrace it will be categorized by the government as radical extremists, much like the radical terrorists of 

Islam. Because of this, governments might push for a universal religion that allows all religions to coexist in a 

tolerant, peaceful, and harmonious way. For the true Christians and Muslims who will be unable to conform 

to this state-sponsored, one-world religion, they will be branded enemies of the state and will be forced into 

compliance by fines, prison, and even death. 

h) Though no one knows for sure exactly how we will get there, Revelation 17-18 describes where we are 

headed and that is toward a one-world religion, a one-world government, and a one-world economy. To 

expound upon this coming New World Order is far beyond the scope of this teaching, but the important 

thing to realize is that two demonically-empowered kingdoms are in the future—identified by the apostle 

John as the seventh and eighth kingdoms—and these two kingdoms will persecute the true church of Jesus 

Christ.  

i) In a vision, John saw a harlot riding a scarlet beast with seven heads and ten horns. The angel of the Lord 

told John that the seven heads were "seven kings; five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; and 

when he comes, he must remain a little while. The beast which was and is not, is himself also an eighth and is 

one of the seven, and he goes to destruction" (Rev. 17:10-11). Most commentators agree that the five fallen 

kingdoms are: 1) Egypt; 2) Assyria; 3) Babylon; 4) Media-Persia; and 5) Greece; and that the sixth kingdom is 

the Roman Empire. The disagreement revolves around the identity of the seventh and eighth kingdoms. 

When all of the constraints are weighed and considered, I believe that the best option is to view the seventh 
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kingdom as a one-world government, a one-world economy, and a one-world religion and the eighth 

kingdom as the antichrist's ten-nation confederation, which will emerge out of the one-world government 

after he destroys it at the midpoint of the Tribulation.31 

j) Though understanding every detail of this might be complicated to grasp at first, the main point is that 

state-sponsored, demonically-energized persecution is coming to the church in the western world, and likely 

to every nation, in three waves.  

1. First, persecution that is centered on the LGBT agenda and a biblical worldview is already upon us, it will 

certainly intensify in the months and years ahead, and it will lead to even greater persecution as the 

Word of God is increasingly marginalized in the western world.  

2. Second, persecution will escalate when universalism is normalized, legalized, and institutionalized as a 

one-world religion that is promoted and enforced by a demonically-empowered one-world government 

who controls the finances of the nations. We don't know for sure how long this wave of persecution will 

last, only that we are told that this seventh kingdom will reign for "a short time" (Rev. 17:10, NKJV). This 

could mean ten to twenty years, perhaps longer or even shorter. We don't know for sure exactly how 

long the "short time" will be, but it probably will be long enough to lay a considerable amount of 

infrastructure for the complete globalization of the world. 

3. Third, persecution will reach unprecedented heights when the antichrist and his ten-nation 

confederation declare war on everyone who will not take the mark of the beast and worship him. Unlike 

the previous two waves, we know with certainty that this last wave of persecution will last for three-and-

a-half years and will lead to the death of multitudes of believers. 

k) Let's spend a little time looking at how the seventh and eighth kingdoms will persecute the true church of 

Jesus Christ in the end times. 

III. Persecution from the Seventh Kingdom 

a) Revelation 17-18 is the longest prophecy in the New Testament and one of the longest in the Bible. Though 

much detail is given, this prophecy is one of the most complicated to decode and much debate exists about 

one of the central figures of this prophecy—a voluptuous harlot who controls the minds and hearts of the 

nations. Some have identified the harlot as the Roman Catholic Church, Vatican City, Saudi Arabia, New York 

City, and even a rebuilt Babylon in Iraq. However this harlot will ultimately manifest is not the most 

important point. What we need to know with certainty is that the harlot, as is characteristic of Old Testament 

prophecy, symbolizes a complex system of idolatry that will lead multitudes into deep deception in the end 

times (Ezek. 16; Hosea 4:12). This will be one of the greatest instruments that Satan will use to cause true 

believers to fall away from the faith (2 Thes. 2:3). 

b) Clothed in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, precious stones, and pearls, this adulterous system of 

idolatry will have the riches of the world at her disposal. The nations will celebrate and rejoice that the 

world's great religions have united and coexist in peaceful harmony for the first time in history. The naïve will 

be seduced by her beauty and allurement, the undiscerning will be blanketed by a strong delusion, and the 

tolerant will become intoxicated with her false proclamations of peace, unity, love, justice, and compassion. 

Yet "all the nations [will be] deceived by [her] sorcery" (Rev. 18:23). Her extravagance and alluring beauty will 

be a cloak of deception that seduces the uninformed into deep darkness. Ultimately, those who are 

intoxicated by her idolatry will bow their knee to the antichrist and worship Satan (Rev. 13:3-4). 

c) In his commentary on Revelation, Mike Bickle writes that the harlot will manifest as a counterfeit justice 

movement that will unify multitudes from the largest religions on the earth. He goes on to say that this 

movement will offer great benefits, such as humanitarian aid, a unified religion that minimizes war and 

religious conflict, and a prosperous world economy.32 The harlot will probably be some type of integrated 

religious system that combines parts of Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, and Hinduism. This harlot 
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religion will have great prominence and will be well-respected by leaders in government, business, and even 

in the church. 

d) This universal religion will be attractive because it will emanate affirmation, tolerance, acceptance, human 

compassion, and empathy; it will bring temporary peace to the most complicated social and political issues 

of the day; it will offer pleasure and freedom with no moral absolutes to those who want to live an 

autonomous life with a little dab of religion mixed in just to soothe their conscience; it will be deeply 

committed to bringing justice to the poor, the marginalized, the abused, and the rejected; and it will pour 

hundreds of millions of dollars into humanitarian projects that work to eliminate poverty, disease, and 

starvation. Yet no matter how attractive it will appear, the harlot will be the very embodiment of hell on 

earth, as she will “become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of 

every unclean and hateful bird” (Rev. 18:2). Ultimately, Satan will use this harlot religion to weaken the 

conscience of the nations and prepare the earth to worship him through the antichrist. 

e) Like the persecution experienced by the believers in Smyrna, the one-world religion of the seventh kingdom 

will persecute the true church of Jesus Christ through slander, financial sanctions, imprisonment, and death. 

Below is how this persecution could possibly unfold in the years ahead. 

1. Identification: The coming one-world government will likely build upon the current infrastructures that 

have already been laid by governments who are supposedly profiling and tracking the activities and 

conversations of its citizens as part of their war against terrorism. When the one-world government is 

fully established, perhaps they will use Radio-Frequency Identification (RFID) technology or something 

similar, where any type of data can be wirelessly transmitted, to control the activities of every citizen in 

the world. If you think about it, when the antichrist is fully revealed three-and-half years before Jesus 

returns and requires every citizen to have the "mark of the beast" in order to buy and sell, all of the 

infrastructure for this complex, unified, global computer system will already be in place (Rev. 13:16-18). 

There is no way that such complicated systems could be deployed in three-and-a-half years. It is very 

likely that the one-world government of the seventh kingdom will already have this in full operation, 

enforcing its laws and policies and controlling the activities of its citizens, years before the antichrist is 

fully revealed. The main point is that the seventh kingdom will identify the threats to its utopian society 

and one of the main threats will be Christians who hold to a biblical worldview. 

2. Marginalization and Vilification: Having tracked, profiled, and identified the threats to peace, especially 

the portion of the politically-incorrect church that takes God's Word at face value, the one-world 

government will likely organize smear campaigns through the media and other outlets to portray 

Christians as narrow-minded, bigoted, old-fashioned, boring, judgmental, out-of-step with the 

mainstream, and filled with hate. Obviously this is already happening to an extent, but it will go to whole 

different level when the one-world religion is established. True Christians will be labeled as radical, 

extreme, separatists, and a threat to world peace.  

3. Criminalization: With public opinion swayed against true believers, the next logical step for the one-

world government will be to create laws that force Christians to comply with the state-sponsored 

religion or else face dire consequences, including financial sanctions, arrest, criminal charges, 

incarceration, and execution. True believers will be viewed as criminals of the state and a threat to world 

peace who need to be silenced and even eliminated. 

4. Terrorization: When prison doesn't silence these so-called criminals of the state, the only thing left will be 

state-sponsored terror designed to eliminate the threat to their utopian society. The one-world religion, 

the great harlot celebrated and adored by the nations, will seek to kill multitudes of believers who will 

not comply with her immorality. John described what this will look like when he wrote, "And I saw the 

woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus" (Rev. 17:6). Just 

as people get intoxicated with alcohol for the sheer pleasure that it brings, the coming one-world 

religion will find great delight executing true believers who hold fast to the name of Jesus Christ and the 

Word of God. The sadistic nature of the harlot, undoubtedly inflamed by demonic powers, will take great 
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pleasure when the saints, the prophets, and the apostles are executed. As John said, "In her was found 

the blood of prophets and of saints and of all who have been slain on the earth" (Rev. 18:24). 

f) While many people spend a great amount of time discussing the Antichrist and his ruthless but short reign, 

hardly any voices are talking about the great persecution that is coming upon true believers through the 

heavy-handed fist of the seventh kingdom—the one-world government, religion, and economy—that will 

delight in exterminating those who resist her universalism, tolerance, false justice, and compassionate 

humanitarianism. As stated previously, this kingdom "must continue a short time," most likely longer than 

the antichrist's brief reign of three-and-a-half years, perhaps lasting a couple of decades (Rev. 17:10). 

IV. Persecution from the Eighth Kingdom 

a) At the midpoint of the Tribulation, three-and-a-half years before Jesus returns, the antichrist will emerge out 

of the seventh kingdom, form a ten-nation confederation, and will go out "conquering and to conquer" (Rev. 

17:12; 6:2). His first mission will be to destroy the great harlot, the one-world religion that seduced and 

intoxicated the nations with her perverted system of idolatry (Rev. 17:16). When the harlot is destroyed and 

the one-world economy collapses, the antichrist and his ten-nation confederacy, in ruthless, cruel, and 

totalitarian fashion, will declare war on the nations, especially upon the believers "who keep the 

commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus" (Rev. 18:8-19; 12:17). 

b) Whereas the persecution from the seventh kingdom will gradually lead toward martyrdom, the persecution 

from the eighth kingdom, under the merciless reign of the antichrist, will lead to the death of believers from 

the very beginning. Because all who refuse to worship his image will be killed, multitudes of Christians will 

be martyred during the Great Tribulation (Rev. 13:15).  

c) John revealed that God has sovereignly marked certain believers for martyrdom, referred to as the "brethren 

who were to be killed," and that these Great Tribulation martyrs would complete the "full number" of martyrs 

handpicked by the Lord throughout history (Rev. 6:11, NASB, NIV). Though the dragon and the antichrist will 

think that they are killing believers by their own free will, in reality, they will be an instrument in the hand of 

the Lord, given divine permission by the breaking of the fifth seal, to bring the full number of martyrs to 

completion. 

d) The great paradox is that most believers during the Great Tribulation will overcome by being overcome. In 

other words, the antichrist will "make war with the saints and...overcome [nikaō] them" by killing them but 

the saints, in turn, will be "victorious [nikaō] over the beast and his image and the number of his name" 

through their death (Rev. 13:7; 15:2). A great number of the overcomers will be end-time martyrs. 

e) Not only will multitudes of believers be killed by the antichrist's regime, but there will also be severe financial 

pressure that will lead to deep poverty. Only those who take the mark of the beast, which results in eternal 

damnation, will be allowed to buy or sell (Rev. 13:16-17; 14:9-11). The ramifications of this are immense. That 

means no money to pay the mortgage, so no house. No money to pay for gas, so no car. No money for 

groceries, so no food. Every luxury that we enjoy today, the antichrist's regime will remove in order to force 

us to worship him. 

f) Whereas the church of Ephesus in its busyness, the church of Pergamum in its compromise, the church of 

Sardis mired in its apathy, and the church of Laodicea with its affluence best represent the church in the 

western world today, it will not end that way. The church of Smyrna is the prototype for the church during 

the reign of the antichrist during the eighth and final demonic kingdom. 

V. Overcoming State-Sponsored Persecution 

a) Considering that the church of Smyrna is a prototype for the suffering church under the heavy hand of 

totalitarian regimes, there are five keys to overcoming state-sponsored persecution from Jesus' message to 

this church. These are: 

1. Knowing that Jesus was dead and is now alive forevermore; 
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2. Putting our hope in the first resurrection; 

3. Understanding that Jesus will give us His royalty for our loyalty; 

4. Agreeing with Paul that to live is Christ and to die is gain; 

5. Not fearing state-sponsored persecution. 

VI. #1: Jesus Was Dead and Is Now Alive Forevermore. 

a) To encourage the suffering saints at Smyrna, who were about to experience a fresh wave of persecution that 

would likely result in the death of many of their members, Jesus directed them to His resurrection, saying 

that He "was dead, and has come to life" (Rev. 2:8). As is true with all of the attributes of Christ to the seven 

churches, Jesus drew from the initial revelation that John experienced in Chapter 1. Namely, that He is the 

"living One" who "was dead" and is now "alive forevermore" (Rev. 1:17-18).  

b) There was not a better way to instill courage to the Smyrna saints—and to all who would face state-

sponsored persecution—than to direct them to the resurrection. It was almost as if Jesus was saying to them, 

"Yes, you might die for your faith. But take courage. I know firsthand the short pain that you will experience, 

but I assure that a far better resurrection is coming. If they kill you, just as the Father raised Me from the 

dead, I will resurrect you and you will never die again." 

c) Speaking of Jesus' resurrection, have you ever considered the impact of the resurrection upon the disciples? 

Before the resurrection, every disciple except for John abandoned Jesus at the foot of the cross. Judas 

betrayed Him. Peter denied Him. As they watched the Roman soldiers arrest Jesus and sentence Him to 

crucifixion, everything that they had hoped for and believed in for the past three-and-a-half years seemed 

like a fairytale—like a complete waste of time. Undoubtedly, they were bombarded with feelings of 

depression, despair, and despondency. They had trusted their entire lives to Jesus and now it seemed as if He 

had let them down. Their friend and Savior, the very One whom they believed to be the Messiah, was dead 

and entombed. But the resurrection changed everything. When the disciples saw Christ alive from the 

dead—resurrected from the cruel and brutal torment of crucifixion—it changed world history. These once 

intimated, unbelieving band of brothers became bold and fearless. Because they had seen a lacerated, 

crucified man raised from the dead nothing could intimidate them.  

d) Before the resurrection, a powerless slave girl made Peter cower in fear. After the resurrection, the most 

powerful Jewish leaders—powerfully enough to have Peter arrested, imprisoned, and killed—could not 

intimidate him from boldly declaring that they were guilty of killing the Messiah. Because these disciples 

were eyewitnesses of a resurrection—a resurrection of a man who had been brutally murdered by crucifixion 

and entombed for three days—they were emboldened to become martyrs themselves. In fact, every disciple 

except for John died for Christ because they were so radically impacted by the resurrection. No demon, no 

religious leader, no political figure, no Roman solider—nobody could persuade these men from testifying of 

the risen Christ, for they were eyewitnesses of His resurrection. 

e) Two-thousand years later, we can only imagine how witnessing the resurrection of Christ would have 

impacted us. But here is the staggering reality—the same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead dwells inside 

of us! That's right, the indwelling Spirit is the One responsible for raising Jesus from the dead. Paul said, "But 

if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will 

also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you" (Rom. 8:11). Let this reality sink into 

your mind: The same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead dwells inside of you. You have resurrection life in 

you. Therefore, you can endure through any persecution that comes against you, knowing that even if you 

are put to death for your faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit will give you the power to endure the pain and He will 

resurrect you in the end. 

#2: Putting Our Hope in the First Resurrection. 

a) Building upon the revelation of Jesus as the resurrected Son of God, who was dead and is now alive 

forevermore, is the promise offered to the church in Smyrna to participate in the first resurrection. If you are 

wondering where that promise was made, hold tight for one minute and let me explain. Because the 
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theology of the resurrection of the dead, especially the concept of the first resurrection, is foreign to many 

believers, let's spend a moment looking at this in detail. 

b) Jesus was the first New Testament minister to speak about the resurrection of the dead. He said, "An hour is 

coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the good 

deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment" (John 

5:28-29). This statement clearly reveals that every person, believers and unbelievers alike, will be resurrected. 

Another point that Jesus made is that the righteous and the wicked would be resurrected at the same time.  

c) As is true in Scripture, the Lord reveals truths in seed form, and later, He adds further nuances that bring 

greater clarity. This is certainly the case with the resurrection of the dead. Consider what John revealed 

toward the end of the book of Revelation when he wrote: 

Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of 

those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, 

and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their 

forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The 

rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first 

resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the 

second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for 

a thousand years (Rev. 20:4-6). 

d) With so much valuable information packed into these three verses, let's break it apart to gain a better 

understanding. To begin, notice that for the first time in Scripture, the concept of two resurrections is 

introduced. John described it as "the first resurrection" and said that "the rest of the dead did not come to life 

until the thousand years were completed." So we have two resurrections. The first will take place when Jesus 

returns prior to His thousand-year reign and the second will take place after His thousand-year reign.  

e) Now the question is: When Jesus spoke about the resurrection of the righteous and the unrighteous occurring at 

the same time in John 5:28-29, was He describing the first resurrection or the second resurrection? To answer this 

question, let's consider who takes part in the first resurrection. John identified three groups of people who 

come to life and reign with Christ for a thousand years. These three groups are described as follows: 

1. "I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them." We know from the message to 

the church of Laodicea that the offer to sit on Jesus' throne is reserved for those who overcome 

lukewarmness (Rev. 3:21). So, one group that comes to life in the first resurrection are those who have 

overcome lukewarmness. 

2. "And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because 

of the word of God." The next group identified are the martyrs throughout history who were faithful 

until death, just like many of the believers in Smyrna. So, another group that comes to life in the first 

resurrection are those who have overcome by laying down their lives throughout history. Once again, 

this is referring to the overcomers. 

3. "And those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their 

forehead and on their hand." The third group identified are the Great Tribulation saints who overcome 

by being overcome by the antichrist (Rev. 13:7; 15:2). Even though it doesn't say that they were martyrs, 

Revelation 13:15 states that all who don't worship the image of the beast will be killed. So, the last group 

identified that comes to life in the first resurrection are the overcomers in the Great Tribulation who 

overcome by being overcome by the antichrist. 

f) With all of this in mind, let's reread who comes to life in the first resurrection: "Then I saw thrones, and they 

sat on them, and judgment was given to them [Group #1]. And I saw the souls of those who had been 

beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God [Group #2], and those who 

had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their 
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hand [Group #3]; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years" (emphasis mine). The "they 

[who] came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years" are Groups 1-3 identified above. In other 

words, not every believer who has been justified and born again will take part in the first resurrection—it will 

be a privilege and a reward only given to the overcomers, those who heeded Jesus' words in Revelation 2-3 

and overcame. 

g) Now back to our first question of which resurrection Jesus was referring to, the first or the second. After 

seeing that only the overcomers are given the privilege of participating in the first resurrection, it is clear that 

Jesus was referring to the second resurrection that takes place after His thousand-year reign on the earth, 

when both the righteous and the wicked are raised from the dead at the same time, just prior to the eternal 

age (Rev. 20:11-15). 

h) Not only did Jesus refer to the second resurrection, we also have a record of Him teaching about the about 

the first resurrection in the Gospel of Luke when He said, "The sons of this age marry and are given in 

marriage, but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and the resurrection from the dead, 

neither marry nor are given in marriage; for they cannot even die anymore, because they are like angels, and 

are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection" (Luke 20:34-36).  

i) Notice carefully that Jesus said only "those who are considered worthy" will "attain to that age and the 

resurrection from the dead." From what we just learned about the first resurrection, it is easy to see the 

connection between what Jesus taught in Luke 20:34-36 with what He revealed to John in Revelation 20:4-6. 

In other words, when Jesus said that only those who are "considered worthy" will be resurrected and 

participate in "that age," He was basically saying what was revealed in the book of Revelation—that only the 

overcomers are the ones who will be deemed worthy to participate in the first resurrection, to return with 

Jesus as the "called, chosen, and faithful," and to rule and reign with Him during the Millennial Kingdom (Rev. 

17:14).  

j) Another fascinating truth is that Jesus said those who are considered worthy to participate in the first 

resurrection are "sons of God, being sons of the resurrection." The Greek word that Jesus used was huios, 

which as we know from previous sessions, refers to the mature, Christ-like sons of God who are led by the 

Spirit and who will be adopted into a firstborn status to share in the full Messianic inheritance of Christ. 

k) Having clarified the differences between the first and the second resurrections, let me now connect Jesus' 

message to the suffering saints in Smyrna with the promise made to the overcomers to participate in the first 

resurrection. Jesus said, "He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death" (Rev. 2:11). While this is 

certainly warning that those who deny Jesus as King of kings and Lord of lords by bowing their knee to 

Caesar, the coming antichrist, or any other dictator would spend eternity in the lake of fire, I also believe that 

this statement contains a veiled reference to participating in the first resurrection. I'll explain by referring to a 

statement made in context to the first resurrection, when John wrote, "Blessed and holy is the one who has a 

part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of 

Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years" (Rev. 20:6). Let's focus on the phrase "over these the 

second death has no power." The reason why the second death has no power is because, like Jesus taught in 

Luke, those who are resurrected "cannot even die anymore, because they are like angels" (Luke 20:36). The 

resurrected saints in the first resurrection have bodies like the angels that can't die anymore, and since they 

are immortal, even the second death in the lake of fire would not be able to hurt the overcomers who 

participate in the first resurrection. 

l) In summary, though Jesus is certainly warning us about denying Him, He is also offering hope and courage 

to those who are facing persecution and martyrdom. Though evil men empowered by demons might kill 

you, you can willingly submit to martyrdom knowing that your death will be rewarded by the opportunity to 

participate in the first resurrection. And then, even the second death of the lake of fire will not be able to hurt 

you, for you will be immortal. 
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VII. #3: Jesus Will Give Us Royalty for Loyalty. 

a) Jesus told the believers at Smyrna, "Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life" (Rev. 2:10).  

b) Faithfulness to Jesus can be expressed in many ways. For example, we are called to be faithful with the gifts, 

talents, resources, connections, ministry calling, relationships, and finances that He has entrusted to us. This 

is the basic message of the parable of the talents and the parable of the minas (Matt. 25:14-30; Luke 19:11-

27).  

c) We are also called to be faithful and loyal to Jesus Himself, making Him the supreme Lord of our lives and 

giving Him all of our allegiance. This includes holding fast to the truths that He is fully God incarnate born of 

a virgin, that He lived a perfect and sinless life, that He was crucified as a propitiatory sacrifice for our sins, 

and that He was raised from the dead on the third day. Staying faithful to the person of Jesus Christ certainly 

involves clinging to these essential truths of the faith. 

d) Undoubtedly, as was the case for the believers in Smyrna, staying loyal to Jesus also means that we do not 

bow our knees to any other idol, emperor, dictator, king, or lord. Our full allegiance is to Jesus Christ—the 

crucified, risen, ascended, glorified, enthroned, and exalted Son of God. For the believers who overcome the 

temptation to bow their knee to another master or lord, even if it means imprisonment or death, Jesus offers 

them the "crown of life."  

e) The Greek word for "crown" is stephanos and it means "a mark of royal or exalted rank." Stephanos was a 

wreath or garland given as a prize to victors in the public games. The crown of life, therefore, is the crown 

given to the overcomers who will rule and reign with Christ. It is not a crown that is automatically 

bequeathed to us when we are born again but one that is given as a reward to those who overcome. It is the 

victor's crown, the conqueror's crown, that is only given to those who win the prize. Just like in the public 

games of the first-century and in the sporting events of today, only those who win receive the prize. The 

same is true with this victor's crown of life—it is not given to every believer but only to those who overcome. 

And only those with this crown will be permitted to rule and reign with Jesus in the ages to come. 

f) In addition to remaining faithful to the Lord in the face of persecution, the crown of life, also referred to by 

Paul as the "crown of righteousness," is given to all who long for the second coming of Jesus Christ and who 

make Him their first love (2 Tim. 4:8; James 1:12). 

g) In short, Jesus gives His royalty for our loyalty. 

VIII. #4: To Live Is Christ and To Die Is Gain. 

a) Paul made one of the most profound statements in history when he said, "For to me, to live is Christ and to 

die is gain" (Phil. 1:21). Keep in mind that Paul made this statement after he had been taken to heaven, where 

he undoubtedly experienced the glory and majesty of God (2 Cor. 12:1-5). Though not explicitly stated in 

Jesus' message to the church of Smyrna, this principle that Paul highlighted is critical to overcoming in the 

face of state-sponsored persecution.  

b) "To live is Christ" means that while we still have breath in our lungs, we fully yield to the indwelling Spirit and 

let Him have full control of our lives. It means that when we wake up, we spend time in prayer so that our 

spirit would be the uncontested leader of our life. It means that we repent of all pride, lust, envy, coveting, 

jealousy, selfish ambition, unbelief, fear, anxiety, and greed so that the Holy Spirit could dwell fully and richly 

in our heart. It means that we embrace the cross, deny ourselves, and follow Christ wherever He goes. It 

means that we allow the Spirit of God and the Word of God to transform our souls into the image of Jesus 

Christ and that the life we live is not our own self-life but Christ's life in us. It means that Christ becomes our 

love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, kindness, and self control. It means that we no 

longer try to live in our own strength, wisdom, resources, power, influence, intelligence, or gifting, but that 

we yield so fully to Christ that His Spirit possesses our heart and soul and lives His life through us. It means 

that, like the overcomers in Revelation 12:11, we don't love our souls unto death. That is, we resign our entire 
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self-life to the cross so that we can be completely and absolutely filled with the Holy Spirit and fully obedient 

to the Word. To live is Christ means that we are living martyrs who have fully embraced the cross.  

c) "To die is gain" means that, like Paul, we have confidence that to "be with Christ...is very much better" than 

our life on earth (Phil. 1:23). It means that we have great confidence and hope in Jesus, the living One, who 

was dead and is now alive forevermore. It means that we are also so filled with faith about participating in 

the first resurrection, that if faced with death, we would respond like Clint Eastwood and say, "Go ahead, 

make my day." It means that even though we live our life to the fullest now in total reliance upon the Spirit, 

we know that this life is merely an internship for our greater assignments in the ages to come. To depart and 

be with Christ is very much better than amassing the world's riches, living in the fanciest mansions, driving 

the most luxurious cars, taking the most exotic vacations, influencing millions, wielding power, and being 

famous. Nothing in this life can even compare to heaven, marrying Jesus, and inheriting the rewards 

reserved for the Christ-like sons of God. To die is gain means that, if God has divinely marked us for 

martyrdom, we willingly embrace it because the short-term pain of death is incomparable to the bliss of 

living with Christ forever. As John Piper said, "Your calling is not to stay alive, but to stay in love."33 

IX. #5: Not Fearing State-Sponsored Persecution. 

a) Because Jesus is alive from the dead, because we have the incredible offer to participate in the first 

resurrection, because Jesus will give us royalty for loyalty, and because dying is gain, Jesus tells the Smyrna 

believers and us who are alive in the end times, "Do not fear" (Rev. 2:10). 

b) We are commanded by the resurrected Lord of glory not to fear persecution, not to fear suffering, not to fear 

slander, accusation, or rage, not to fear incarceration, and not to fear death. Jesus said, "Do not fear those 

who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and 

body in hell" (Matt. 10:28). 

c) A fearless church is an undefeatable church. A fearless church is an overcoming church. A fearless church is a 

victorious church. When we are delivered from the fear of persecution and the fear of death, no weapon in 

the arsenal of hell will be able to stop us. 

d) Even if we have to suffer a little for the gospel so that we remain loyal to Jesus in the face of death, so be it. A 

little pain on this side of glory can never compare with the bliss of eternal glory with the risen Lord. As the 

saying goes, "No pain, no gain. No cross, no crown." In our fight to overcome state-sponsored persecution, 

only fear will cause us to cower, shrink back, and remain silent. But with the power of the resurrected Christ 

giving us strength, we do not need to fear any trial, tribulation, and test that will come upon us because 

Jesus has already overcome the world and we can overcome through Him. When God's people no longer 

fear what the devil and demonically-empowered governments can do, the church will be unstoppable. 
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I.  The Church of Pergamum (Rev. 2:12-17) 

a) About sixty miles due north of Smyrna was the city of Pergamum, alternatively spelled Pergamos, Pergamus, 

or Pergamon. As one of the largest cities in the ancient world, with a population of about 190,000, 

Pergamum was the capital city of the Roman province of Asia well into the second century. 

b) Though Pergamum was a wealthy city with a famous library and a famous physician, it was Pergamum's 

religion that gave this city such renown. With statues, altars, and sacred groves scattered about the city, 

Pergamum was an idolatrous city and the worship center for at least four of the most prominent Greek gods: 

Zeus, Athena, Dionysus, and Asclepius. 

c) In the second century B.C., to commemorate a victory over the Gauls by Attalus, a gigantic altar of Zeus was 

erected on a huge platform some eight-hundred feet above the city. Many believe that this altar was "Satan's 

throne" that Jesus referred to in Revelation 2:13. Amazingly, this altar was excavated stone by stone and 

taken to Berlin, where it was reassembled and became the centerpiece of the Pergamon Museum. 

Eventually, this altar became the model for the colossal grandstand used during Nazi rallies in Nuremberg. In 

the middle of the grandstand, where the bronze bull of Zeus once stood in Pergamum, the Nazis built Hitler's 

podium, where this antichrist figure would spellbind the German masses with speeches promoting the 

supremacy of the Arian race, the necessity of war, and his "Final Solution" to the "Jewish problem," ultimately 

leading to the Holocaust and the death of six million Jews. 

d) In addition to the altar of Zeus, some have suggested that the idol of Asclepius, always with a serpent in 

hand, was the throne of Satan. The cult of Asclepius in the city of Pergamum rivaled the fame of Diana of 

Ephesus and Apollo of Delphi. Asclepius was often referred to as savior in Greek mythology, and as the son 

of Apollo, was thought to have been the first physician. In fact, the rod of Asclepius, with the entwined 

serpent, is a common symbol in modern times for anything related to medicine and health care. In fact, the 

logo for the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, before it was renamed The Department of 

Health and Human Services in 1979 and subsequently rebranded, had the staff of Asclepius with a serpent 

coiled around it. Perhaps the creepiest part of the cult of Asclepius, the renowned god of healing, was the 

temple shrine, where this god was worshiped by feeding a living serpent and the sick would spend the night 

with non-venomous snakes in hope that one would touch them and heal them of their ailments. 

e) Not only was Pergamum famous for its idolatrous worship of pagan deities, this city was also a recognized 

center in Asia Minor for the imperial cult of Caesar. This cult, who regarded emperors and members of their 

families as gods, was a unifying factor in the Roman empire that helped band together the dispersed soldiers 

and citizens in the remote provinces. In 29 B.C., Pergamum was granted permission to build and dedicate a 

temple to Augustus, three years before Smyrna received a similar privilege. Compared to the other six cities 

that Jesus addressed, Pergamum was the most fervent and devoted to the imperial cult, even more than 

Smyrna. This fact alone made it very dangerous for the loyal and faithful Christ-followers in this city.  

f) Whereas Jesus told the Ephesians I know your works and the Smyrna believers I know your tribulation, He 

told His people in Pergamum "I know where you dwell" (Rev. 2:13). He even identified their city as the place 

"where Satan's throne is" and the city "where Satan dwells" (Rev. 2:13). Whether it was Satan himself or 

another high ranking principality, the kingdom of darkness made the city of Pergamum one of its bases of 

operation in the earth. Looking at the proliferation of idols in this city, it is likely that some of the most 

powerful and high ranking demons in the kingdom of darkness gathered in the heavens over Pergamum to 

release their evil into the earth. Undoubtedly, Pergamum was one of the most strategic gates of hell in the 

world, a real stronghold of the kingdom of darkness, that unleashed some of the most lewd, adulterous, 

licentious, and idolatrous activity in the entire Roman empire.  

g) When you factor in the imperial cult of Rome, the concentrated oppression of demonic powers in heavenly 

places, the abominable practices of idol worship and temple prostitution in pagan shrines, and the 

idolatrous feasts where the heathen celebrated their patron god, ate meat sacrificed to idols, and 

participated in gross orgies, Pergamum was a very difficult city to be a faithful Christian. There was an ever-
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present threat of martyrdom for not bowing to Caesar and there was constant pressure to conform to the 

tolerant, diverse, and pluralistic Pergamum culture. It is not hard to imagine the heathens of this city urging 

their Christian friends, family members, and coworkers to loosen up, to relax some of the more stringent 

requirements of their new found faith, and to live life to its fullest by enjoying all the festivities, pleasures, 

and religions of the city.  

h) In summary, Pergamum was a city where loyalty to Rome was paramount, tolerance and love without 

absolutes were applauded, and diversity and religious pluralism were the hallmarks of its most esteemed 

citizens. Needless to say, Pergamum was a city where it was very easy for true believers to slip into 

compromise. 

i) Knowing the pressure that these believers faced in Satan's city, Jesus commended them for holding fast to 

His name and for not denying His faith (Rev. 2:13). Because these believers held fast to the unchangeable 

truths of the gospel, that is, to Jesus' virgin birth, crucifixion, and resurrection, they were empowered to 

remain loyal to Him despite the pressure to worship Caesar and to burn incense to his name.  

j) Whereas Jesus exhorted the Smyrna believers to be faithful until death because of the coming persecution, 

He applauded the Pergamum believers for remaining faithful in past seasons of persecution, most notably 

during the martyrdom of Antipas, whom Jesus called His "faithful witness" (Rev. 2:13, NIV). Though nothing is 

certain about Antipas, tradition suggests that during the reign of Domitian, because Antipas resisted the 

imperial mandate to worship Caesar, he was sentenced to death on the altar of Zeus, where he was placed 

into a hollow bronze bull designated for human sacrifice and burned to death. As the tradition goes, Antipas 

was placed inside of the bull, tied in such a way where his head went into the head of the bull, and then a fire 

was lit under the bull, causing Antipas to slowly roast to death. As was customary, when the victims would 

moan and cry out in pain, the sound would echo through the pipes in the bull's head, making it appear that 

the bull had come to life. 

k) Remarkably, the believers in Pergamum remained loyal to Christ in the face of martyrdom, even with the 

possibility of being slowly roasted to death like Antipas on the altar of Zeus. No wonder that Jesus heaped 

praise upon them for remaining loyal to Him when confronted with such a cruel form of death. The 

unswerving faith of the Pergamum believers was rare, unique, exceptional, astonishing, unnatural, 

surprising, and worthy of praise! These devoted and loyal Christ-followers loved Jesus so much that even 

death threats from Roman authorities could not deter them from allegiance to the Lordship of Christ.  

II. A Paradox In Pergamum 

a) In spite of their unwavering loyalty, a very strange paradox existed in Pergamum. On the one hand, the 

believers in this church were ready to follow Christ to death; on the other hand, they were overly tolerant of 

the cultural customs that had seeped into the church and threatened their purity. What was difficult to 

understand was that the believers in this city were willing to die for Jesus Christ, but they were having a hard 

time living for Him in the way He prescribed. 

b) Jesus pointed out two areas that had to be dealt with immediately, namely idolatry and immorality, or else 

He was going to visit this church and "make war against" those who were tolerating, promoting, and 

practicing this lawlessness with "the sword of [His] mouth" (Rev. 2:14-16). 

c) As Sam Storms said, "If the Ephesian church was guilty of elevating truth above love, the church at 

Pergamum had elevated love above truth. Their commitment to peace and tolerance had apparently 

degenerated into a weak sentimentality that now posed both a serious ethical and theological threat."34 

d) Certain false prophets and false teachers had crept into the church at Pergamum and were turning "the 

grace of our God into licentiousness" (Jude 1:4). Sure, they were rightly celebrating grace, pointing people to 

grace, and teaching that everything hinges upon grace. But they were likely neglecting the other side of 

grace that instructs "us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in 

the present age" (Titus 2:11-12). 
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e) In the church of Pergamum there were three guilty parties. First, there were the teachers who advocated 

licentious behavior in the name of Christian liberty and grace. Second, there were the tolerators who allowed 

the false teaching to go uncorrected. Third, there were the taught who were being influenced by biblical 

truths mingled with error, which gave unrepentant believers entangled in compromise false assurance that 

God accepted their lawless behavior. Jesus addressed His correction, exhortation, and warning of judgment 

to all three of these groups. 

f) Commenting about this paradox in Pergamum, Sam Storms said,  

This is a truly remarkable, indeed puzzling, situation. They were devoted to the truth of who Christ is 

and the essentials of the gospel message. They were even willing to die for it! But they fudged when 

it came to dealing with those in the church who compromised the ethical implications of that very 

gospel. It's almost as if they said, "I personally will never back down, even if it means my death. On 

the other hand, perhaps we need to be less rigid and a bit more tolerant when it comes to those 

who draw different conclusions about the practical implications of the saving grace of our Lord."35 

g) Jesus' response to the teachers, the tolerators, and the taught was "I have a few things against you" (Rev. 

2:14). I assume that Jesus was not in a good mood when He corrected the church of Pergamum for their 

tolerance, promotion, and involvement in such lawless behavior. For these believers entangled in 

compromise, it had to be unnerving that Jesus would reveal Himself as the One "who has the sharp two-

edged sword" coming out of His mouth (Rev. 2:12). Though they didn't fear Caesar, which was good, 

apparently they didn't fear Jesus either, which was bad!  

h) There was no explicit reason why the church of Pergamum tolerated the false teachers who were preaching 

a mixed gospel of grace, but it is unlikely that it was due to fear. After all, Jesus commended them for their 

courage when it would have been understandable for them to cower in fear. Perhaps the mixture was 

related to their image in the community—they didn't want to be known as religious killjoys who were too 

serious to have fun, they wanted to present a Jesus who was cooler and more relevant than Zeus, or they 

didn't want to be branded as narrow-minded, bigoted, judgmental, old-fashioned, hateful, or irrelevant. 

Looking at it from a different angle, maybe their compromise was related to an evangelistic strategy that had 

gone too far. In an effort to preach a more seeker-sensitive gospel that would make it easier to connect with 

and win the heathen in the city, to make the church of Pergamum a place where the unchurched loved to 

attend, they had drifted into unforeseen compromise. Whatever the reason, we know that when Jesus 

threatened to make war with the sword of His mouth, it was not good news! Something had to be done 

immediately about the doctrine of demons that was being promoted and tolerated in the church of 

Pergamum. 

III. The Teaching of the Balaamites 

a. Correcting the church, Jesus said, "But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who 

hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to 

eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality" (Rev. 2:14). 

b. Let's quickly review the story of Balaam to better understand what Jesus was communicating. Balaam had a 

powerful prophetic ministry, so powerful that his reputation reached the ears of Balak, the king of Moab. This 

king, fearing that the Israelites would soon invade their land, tried to lure the prophet Balaam to work for 

him and to curse Israel so that the Hebrew nation might be defeated. To make a long story short, because 

Balaam was motivated by finances and fame, Balak was able to persuade Balaam to give him the loophole 

that would bring Israel under God's judgment. Known as the "the counsel of Balaam," the greedy, glory-

seeking, power-driven prophet advised Balak to get the women of Moab, probably the most seductive and 

alluring that he could find, to invite the men of Israel to one of their pagan festivals, where they would offer 

sacrifices to idols and engage in sexual immorality (Num. 25:1-3; 31:16). As a result of this counsel and the 

subsequent seduction, Israel came under the Lord's judgment and 24,000 people died (Num. 25:9). 
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c. Balaam's sin was so egregious that Jesus, Peter, and Jude all used his story to warn their followers of the 

destruction that comes when the gospel is preached by ministers who are motivated by greed and self-

promotion. Peter referred to it as "the way of Balaam," which is "a heart trained in greed" and a love for "the 

wages of unrighteousness" (2 Peter 2:13-16). Jude said, "For pay they have rushed headlong into the error of 

Balaam" (Jude 1:11). This means that money, rather than the voice of God, dictates what you will say, how 

you will say it, when you will say it, and if you will say it. Put another way, if a verse or passage from the Bible 

is controversial and would result in people feeling convicted, reducing their tithe, or finding another church, 

pastors who are like Balaam will either water-down the verse or ignore it altogether.  

d. In addition to finances, Balaam was also motivated by honor and power. When the king's ambassadors came 

to Balaam, they repeated Balak's message to him, saying, "Please let nothing hinder you from coming to me; 

for I will certainly honor you greatly, and I will do whatever you say to me" (Num. 22:16-17, NKJV). Whenever 

the truths of the gospel are mixed with hearts tainted with greed, selfish-ambition, and the desire for power, 

it will always produce doctrines that lead to compromise. 

e. When Jesus called out the false teachers and prophets who "hold the teaching of Balaam," it is highly 

unlikely that they were teaching the believers to run to the temple of Zeus after church and have sex with a 

temple prostitute. It is far more probable that their teaching plucked biblical truths out of context, 

neglecting the full counsel of God's Word, to justify culturally acceptable customs. Instead of reading out of 

the Scriptures what the Bible teaches, they read into the Scriptures what they wanted it to say, enabling 

them to rationalize a lifestyle that conformed to their surrounding culture rather than to the Word of God. In 

all likelihood, the false teachers took the wonderful message of God's grace too far, giving the listeners a 

liberty that neither Jesus nor the apostles ever granted. Jesus referred to this teaching as a "stumbling block," 

or as the Greek word means, "the trigger of a trap" that causes one to be ensnared. Because these false 

teachers gave their audience "biblical" justification to live like the heathens in Pergamum, the doctrine itself 

was like the trigger of a trap that ensnared them, holding them captive to sin and even demons. Ultimately, 

like in the case of ancient Israel, the false teaching would result in God's judgment unless they repented. 

f. The fact that Jesus referred to Balaam probably meant that these false teachers were secretly motivated by 

greed, fame, and power. As a result, these teachers, like John Paul Jackson used to say, crafted a "designer 

theology" that mingled biblical truth with the culturally accepted customs and philosophies of the day, 

allowing them to be well-received, celebrated, and financial rewarded by the tolerant, pluralistic, and diverse 

people of Pergamum.  

g. It's pretty easy to see how this relates to us today. Speaking about the end times, Jesus warned that "many 

will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will mislead many" (Matt. 24:5). Who in their right mind 

would be deceived by some freak who claimed to be Jesus Christ? Though some naïve people might fall for 

this gimmick, Jesus explicitly said that "many" would be deceived. The Lord is not warning about some 

lunatic dressing up in a white cloak, growing out his hair and beard, wearing sandals, and proclaiming that 

he is Jesus Christ. If this is what you have believed about this verse, reread it from the perspective of 

ministers coming in Jesus' name, claiming that Jesus is "the Christ," and who mislead many because of their 

doctrines. That is what Jesus is undoubtedly referring to.  

h. I am not exaggerating when I say that there are multitudes of ministers today, likely thousands of them 

around the world, who are more like Balaam than Jesus Christ. Like Balaam, they are very gifted, whether it’s 

the ability to prophesy accurately, communicate eloquently, teach with clarity, lead with charisma, or usher 

people into God's presence through worship. Yet something is askew, for deep in their heart the cross has 

never dealt with their greed, self-promotion, desire for power, and craving to be praised. These selfish 

motives are resulting in mixture that are leading the people under their influence into deception and 

compromise. For some, there is a fear of proclaiming the full truth of God's Word because it might affect the 

cash flow; for others, there is a desire to be praised for the performance or applauded for the accuracy of a 

prophetic word; for others, because some parts of the gospel are offensive, these are purposefully avoided 

from the pulpit because it would thin out the crowds.  
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i. If you think of "the teaching of Balaam" as a spectrum, you have the full-blown prosperity gospel on the far 

right, which basically teaches that Jesus died to make you healthy, wealthy, and wise, and at the other end of 

the spectrum, you have ministers who care too much about their church's cash flow, their salary, or their 

reputation to teach the full council of God's Word, especially the controversial topics such as hell, 

homosexuality, repentance, the end times, and the judgment seat of Christ. Somewhere in the middle of the 

spectrum you have what Michael Brown called "hyper-grace" teachings, which take the beautiful and 

wonderful teachings of God's grace to unbiblical extremes; you also have the rebranding of Jesus into a 

culturally acceptable version that is cool, relevant, fashionable, tolerant, and too nice to judge people and 

send them to hell; and finally you have the seeker-sensitive gospel with its designer theology, who seeks to 

build churches that ungodly people like coming to and whose messages are carefully crafted by creative 

teams who pull from the latest movies, TV shows, and trends in society rather than from hours spent in 

prayer, the Word of God, and listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit. 

j. It is any wonder why the church resembles the surrounding culture far more than she does the Lord Jesus 

Christ? Because doctrines of demons are tickling the ears of God's people, the church is mired in deep 

compromise, with many very near the edge of full-blown apostasy.  

k. It's very tempting for us to look at many evangelical churches and think that God fully endorses their 

ministry because they are attracting large crowds, have great communicators, and have incredible worship. 

Nevertheless, we can't rightly assess their ministry by merely looking at the crowds, the talent, the finances, 

the buildings, and the buzz that they generate. We have to look at the fruit that is being produced. Are 

people being drawn deeper into a relationship with Jesus, are they becoming more Christ-like, and are they 

more willing to sacrifice their lives for the sake of the gospel? Or do they walk away talking more about how 

anointed, talented, and powerful a minister is rather than being enamored with Jesus? Is the compromised 

lifestyle of the audience confronted or appeased by the messages from the pulpit? Don't be deceived by 

ministers who only preach what fills the seats, builds the brand, and keeps the money flowing in. 

l. To underscore what I am saying, consider what researcher George Barna had to say about pastors speaking 

the full council of God's Word from the pulpit. This research from 2014 showed that while 90 percent of 

pastors believe the Bible speaks into the most pressing political and societal issues of today, fewer than 10 

percent would preach about these topics from the pulpit.36 What was the reason for their negligence? 

According to Barna, "Controversy keeps people from being in the seats, controversy keeps people from 

giving money, from attending programs."37 There you have it! Because the sin of Balaam is so widespread in 

the church today, fewer than 10 percent of pastors are speaking the full council of God's Word from the 

pulpit because they are being driven more by money and honor than truth. The timeless words of the 

apostle Paul to his spiritual son Timothy perfectly describe the crisis that we now face. Paul said, "For the 

time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will 

accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their ears from 

the truth and will turn aside to myths" (2 Tim. 4:3-4). 

IV. The Teaching of the Nicolaitans 

a. Jesus also said, "So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans" (Rev. 2:15). 

As mentioned in a previous session, though some debate exists about what the "teaching of the Nicolaitans" 

refers to, the best view is to see it as a reference to the followers of Nicolas, the Jerusalem deacon who fell 

away from the faith (Acts 6:5).38 This was the common view among the early church fathers, including 

Irenaues, who taught in the second century that the Nicolaitans were unrestrained in their indulgence of the 

flesh, especially in the area of immorality.  

b. Though the Nicolaitans don't exist today, a similar form of their antinomianism does. Antinomianism, which 

comes from the Greek word meaning lawless or without the law, is a belief that under the dispensation of 

grace, the moral Law has been abolished because faith alone is necessary for salvation. Antinomianism 

teaches grace in a way that allows people to continue in sin without repentance. This deceptive teaching of 

false liberty and grace is a catalyst for compromise, sin, lawlessness, and even apostasy.  
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c. Jude battled antinomianism in the first century, as is evident from his statement that "certain persons have 

crept in unnoticed…ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness" (Jude 1:4). 

Unfortunately, antinomianism is prevalent in the church today.  

d. Though the core teaching the of Balaamites and Nicolaitans were likely similar in that they turned God's 

grace into a license to sin, the main difference between the two were their motivations. The false teachers 

who were like Balaam were motivated by greed, selfish-ambition, pride, and power whereas the Nicolaitans 

were probably motivated more by the desire for pleasure and fleshly gratification. 

V. Modern-Day Examples of Compromise in the Church 

a. Now let's consider how deeply the church is mired in compromise. We are witnessing pastors coming out of 

the closet and announcing that they are gay. Sexual immorality, illicit affairs, and divorce rapidly increasing 

among God's people, with some hotels even claiming that the amount of pornography viewed during 

Christian conferences increases compared to secular conferences.  

b. In a study conducted by ChristianMingle.com, Christian singles between the ages of 18 to 59 were asked, 

“Would you have sex before marriage?” Sixty-three percent answered yes.39  Unfortunately, many believers 

place the fickle values of the surrounding culture above the unchanging truth of God's Word.  

c. Homosexuality is another issue where the church has capitulated. As western culture legalizes, 

institutionalizes, and normalizes homosexual marriage, some in the church have exchanged what God's 

immutable Word says about this issue for the shifting sands of cultural opinion. Rob Bell, the founder and 

senior pastor of Mars Hill Bible Church until 2012, is a perfect example. Under Bell's leadership, Mars Hill 

became one of the fastest growing churches in America. Nevertheless, in March of 2013, Bell announced that 

he now supports same-sex marriage, stating, "I am for marriage. I am for fidelity. I am for love, whether it’s a 

man and woman, a woman and a woman, a man and a man. I think the ship has sailed and I think the church 

needs...this is the world we are living in and we need to affirm people wherever they are.”40  Bell was brazen 

enough to warn American evangelicals to "adapt or die."41   

d. Tony Campolo, a leading evangelical voice, the author of over 35 books, a member of the American Baptist 

Churches USA denomination, and a onetime spiritual mentor to President Bill Clinton, expressed his support 

of same-sex marriage in the summer of 2015, saying, "I am finally ready to call for the full acceptance of 

Christian gay couples into the Church."42 He continued, "I have come to know so many gay Christian couples 

whose relationships work in much the same way as our own. Our friendships with these couples have helped 

me understand how important it is for the exclusion and disapproval of their unions by the Christian 

community to end. We in the Church should actively support such families."43 

e. Shifting subjects, Carrie Prejean, the former Miss California beauty queen who rose to fame for taking a stand 

for traditional marriage, said, "I am a Christian, and I am a model. Models pose for pictures, including lingerie 

and swimwear photos."44 This statement was in response to her posing for semi-nude photos which leaked 

online. 

f. Michael Winans Jr., the Grammy-nominated gospel singer of the prominent gospel-singing Winans family, is 

another example of how much compromise is in the church. Michael was sentenced to nearly 14 years in 

prison for an $8 million Ponzi scheme that he carried out in Christian churches as he lied to more than 1,000 

people who thought they were investing in Saudi Arabian crude oil bonds.  

g. A popular rapper said, "I love God, Jesus Christ is my savior, and I’m still out here thuggin.”45 Despite his so-

called conversion, this rapper said, "I still love the strip club and I still smoke and drink. I’m faithful to my 

family, so I wanted to make an album where you could love God and be of God, but still get poppin’ in your 

life."46  He makes these statements after he was supposedly born-again and baptized. 

h. These examples are merely the tip of the iceberg. There are literally thousands more stories like this, 

everything from TV preachers entangled in sex scandals, materialism, and greed; to worship teams getting 

drunk after leading God's people in worship; to Bible studies focused on God's grace as joints are passed 
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around the room; to a famous preacher accused of abusive gay relationships with teenagers; to an evangelist 

having an affair and divorcing his wife after leading revival meetings that touched a million-plus people from 

over 40 nations during a period of 6 months; to renowned religious organizations and churches caving into 

the surrounding culture's beliefs about homosexual marriage, with some even ordaining gay ministers to 

preach from a pulpit. 

VI. Modern-Day Teachings Leading to Compromise 

a. Paul revealed that in the end times, there would be "doctrines of demons" that would cause some to "fall 

away from the faith" (1 Tim. 4:1). A doctrine of demons is a demonically-inspired, carefully crafted, biblically-

mingled teaching that gives people a false sense of justification while they live in sin, paints an incomplete 

picture about who God truly is, or helps to build the brand and bank account of the minister.  

b. Before we take a closer look at a very prominent doctrine of demons that is growing in popularity around the 

world, let's look first at an incident in the New Testament which showcases the usual culprit in most 

demonically-inspired doctrines. When Jesus began to reveal to His disciples that He would be crucified, Peter 

took Him aside and rebuked Him for even suggesting such a terrible thought (Matt. 16:22). It would be the 

understatement of the year to say that Peter was bold. Where does this type of audacity come from to 

rebuke the Son of God? Nevertheless, Peter got exactly what he deserved, perhaps receiving the greatest 

rebuke in the Scriptures. Not mincing words, Jesus told him, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling 

block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's" (Matt. 16:23). 

c. This story showcases how doctrines of demons typically originate. Peter was trying to persuade Jesus that 

the cross was unnecessary, perhaps out of His love for Jesus, but even more because it would disrupt his life. 

After all, Peter had left everything to follow Him. What would happen if Jesus was not around? All that Peter 

had invested to follow Jesus would be wasted. Because Peter did not embrace the cross and allowed his self-

interests to be placed above God's will, a door was opened for Satan to influence him and to use him as a 

pawn to hinder God's purposes. 

d. The point to grasp is that almost every doctrine of demons originates when self-interest is mingled with the 

refusal to embrace the cross. When this happens, a door to the enemy is opened wide and a person can 

easily be used as demonically-inspired voice that leads God's people into compromise. 

e. With all of this in mind, let's look at a doctrine of demons commonly referred to as hyper-grace, which is 

leading multitudes of believers into compromise and sin. 

VII. The Errors of Hyper-Grace 

a. Michael Brown coined the phrase "hyper-grace" to describe the modern-day grace message, which takes the 

beautiful and glorious biblical truths about grace to an unbiblical extreme. In his highly recommend book 

Hyper-Grace, Brown lists many of the egregious errors of the modern-day grace message that is leading 

multitudes into compromise and sin. Let's briefly look at some of these errors. 

1. Confession of sins 

Hyper-grace teaching: Because our past, present, and future sins have been forgiven, there is no longer a 

need to confess our sins to God. Instead of focusing on how bad you feel for sinning, you should confess 

that you are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. To ask forgiveness after you have sinned is a sin—

the sin of unbelief. You are asking God to do something that has already been done. 

The truth: There are two types of forgiveness in the Scriptures. First, there is judicial forgiveness whereby 

God forgives our past, present, and future sins when we put our faith in Jesus and His finished work on 

the cross. Paul referred to this as justification by faith. In a legal sense, God does forgive our past, 

present, and future sins. Otherwise, if we had a bad thought five seconds before we were hit by a train, 

we would die and go to hell. So there is certainly a need to rest in the truth that we have judicial 

forgiveness and we don't have to live with a paranoia wondering if we have confessed every sin that we 
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have ever committed. Second, there is relational forgiveness that is needed for a healthy relationship 

with God. This is what John was referring to in 1 John 1:9, that if we confess our sins, God is faithful to 

forgive our sins and to cleanse us of unrighteousness. If you are married, you probably understand 

relational forgiveness well! Just as we tell our spouse that we are sorry for saying something 

inappropriate or for doing something that hurt them, whenever we sin against the Lord, we need to 

confess that as sin to Him so that our relationship with Him is restored. 

2. Sanctification 

Hyper-grace teaching: The moment we were born again, we were made perfectly, totally, and forever 

holy in God's sight, regardless of what we do or how we live. Sanctification is not a process whereby we 

become progressively holy. On the contrary, we become holy once and for all when the Holy Spirit 

comes to dwell within us. We are forever sanctified the moment we were born again and the life we now 

live is an overflow of being made eternally complete in Christ. We don't work toward perfection, for 

Christ has made us perfect on the cross; we work from perfection.  

The truth: Salvation takes place in three stages. First, there is justification, where we are declared 

righteous in Christ and our spirit is resurrected and made holy, complete, and righteous the moment the 

Holy Spirit comes to dwell within us. Second, there is sanctification, where the righteousness that was 

imparted into our spirit at new birth is progressively worked into our heart and soul as we yield to the 

Holy Spirit, plant the Word of God into our heart, and obey. Third, there is glorification, where our bodies 

are raised from the dead at the end of the age and infused with differing measures of God's glory. The 

error of hyper-grace is that it lumps sanctification, which the Scriptures describe as a progressive work 

lasting a lifetime, into the instantaneous work of justification that occurred in our spirit the moment we 

were born again. Hyper-grace makes no differentiation between the work that was completed in our 

spirit when we were justified and the work that is being completed in soul as we are being sanctified.  

3. Pleasing God 

Hyper-grace teaching: Because God always sees us as perfectly righteous in His sight and doesn't see our 

sin, there is nothing we can or should do to try to please God. We are already pleasing in His sight and 

any effort that we make to please Him is religious, legalistic, and can even be Pharisaical. Remember: It 

wasn't the prostitutes or tax-collectors who killed Jesus; it was the religious people who prayed, fasted, 

and studied the Scriptures. When God looks at you, He sees you as holy, righteous, and cleansed and He 

loves what He sees! God is not mad at you but mad about you. Because you are in Christ, you are already 

as good and pleasing to God as you will ever be. It is high time the church gets delivered from God 

pleasing. 

The truth: Scripture is extremely clear that pleasing God is not automatic just because we are in Christ. 

Paul said, because we must stand before the judgment seat of Christ, we "have as our ambition...to be 

pleasing to Him" (2 Cor. 5:9). He also said that we should "learn what is pleasing to the Lord" (Eph. 5:10). 

While it is true that God is mad about us and that He loves us with an incomprehensible, unfailing love, 

as His children, we can also live in a way that doesn't please Him, that can anger Him, and that can result 

in His discipline in our lives. 

4. God's mood 

Hyper-grace teaching: Because we are righteous in Christ and perfectly holy in His sight, God is always in 

a good mood when He thinks about us. 

The truth: Read Revelation 2-3 when Jesus addressed His people and tell me if you think God is always in 

a good mood. Jesus has fire in His eyes and a sharp two-edged sword in His mouth while speaking to His 

church. Some of His corrections are scathing, sharp, and severe. I doubt He was smiling when He 

confronted the church of Pergamum's compromise, the church of Laodicea's lukewarmness, or the 

church of Thyatira's toleration of demonic Jezebel. The truth about God's emotions were summarized 

well by Mike Bickle, when he said in a simple, but theologically correct way, that God is mostly glad—not 
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mostly sad or mad.47 Yes, the Lord's primary disposition is one of love, pleasure, and happiness, but He 

also gets angry, disciplines His children, releases redemptive judgments, and will send unbelievers to the 

lake of fire for all eternity. The Lord is both kind and severe (Rom. 11:22). 

5. The Law 

Hyper-grace teaching: When Jesus died on the cross, He abolished the Law and its commandments. Since 

nothing good ever came from the Law and has only produced condemnation, guilt, shame, and death, 

the Law has no place in the life of a Christian. The Law always leads to a rule-keeping, behavior-based 

Christianity that cuts us off from a relationship with Christ. New creations in Christ should never be in 

bondage to obeying the commandments from the old religious system of the Law. Since we are no 

longer under the Law, but are under grace, we have been liberated from the need to obey these moral 

requirements—requirements that nobody could ever keep anyway and that only produced grumpy old 

religion. 

The truth: The gospel frees us from both legalism and lawlessness. Legalism is when we use the Law as a 

ladder that we climb in an effort to be in right standing with God. Lawlessness is when we disregard the 

moral Law to live by what is right in our own eyes. The truth is that we have been delivered from both 

the perils of legalism and lawlessness. Or put another way, we have been liberated from the Law 

through the cross so that we might keep the requirements of the Law by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Read the Sermon on the Mount and you realize that Jesus never abolished the moral Law. Rather, He 

taught that these commandments should be obeyed from the deepest places in our heart. New 

creations in Christ have the moral Law written on their hearts and are empowered to obey these 

commandments by the enabling grace of the Holy Spirit. 

6. The words of Jesus 

Hyper-grace teaching: Everything that Jesus taught before the cross was under the Old Covenant Law 

and everything that He and His disciples taught after His resurrection was under the New Covenant of 

grace. That means obeying the moral Law as Jesus prescribed in the Sermon on the Mount and taking 

up our cross and denying ourselves as He commanded His disciples are works of the Law that put us in 

religious bondage. We have to always consider the context of Jesus' teachings and remember that He 

was addressing Jews who had lived for centuries under the harsh requirements of the Law. Jesus' 

teachings don't apply to believers in the New Covenant of grace. 

The truth: Jesus Himself shatters this lie of hyper-grace after His resurrection, saying to His disciples, "Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you" (Matt. 28:18-20). Notice that He 

said "teaching them to observe all that I commanded you." This obviously refers to everything that Jesus 

said in the gospels, including what He taught in the Sermon on the Mount and what He taught about 

the cross and self-denial. 

b. After considering some of the teachings in the hyper-grace movement, it is not hard to imagine why there is 

so much compromise in the church! If you don't have to confess your sins because they are already forgiven, 

if you are already completely holy because of the finished work of the cross, if you are already well-pleasing 

to God because you are in Christ and He is always in a good mood toward you no matter what you do, if you 

are no longer required to keep the moral requirements of the Law, and you don't have to deny yourself, then 

it is easy to see how believers influenced by hyper-grace teachings have slipped into compromise. With no 

constraints or boundaries, with no consequences for our actions, hyper-grace is paving a highway to 

compromise, lawlessness, and even apostasy in the church. 

VIII. A Faithful Witness of the Truth 

a. As illustrated by the believers at Pergamum, sometimes it is easier to die for the Lord than to live for Him in 

the way He prescribes. Nevertheless, Jesus exhorts the teachers, the tolerators, and the taught at Pergamum 
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to overcome their entanglement with the culture, to repent of their idolatry and immorality, and to forsake 

every demonic doctrine that turns the grace of God into licentiousness. 

b. Jesus' message is certainly a call to repent of all forms of compromise, but even more, to develop such a love 

for the truth that false doctrines have no ability to influence us. Now is the time to develop such a love for 

the truth that we become immune to the great deception that is already in the earth and that is increasing at 

an alarming rate. Paul said that God—not the devil—will allow us to be deceived if we don't develop a deep 

love for the truth (2 Thes. 2:10-11). 

c. Overcomers are people who have a radical love for the full council of God's Word, including the unpleasant 

and unpopular truths that don't mesh with today's progressive and tolerant cultures. No matter what it costs, 

overcomers develop a deep love for the truth even if it is offensive, mysterious, challenging, or results in 

persecution. To overcome every form and nuance of false teachings that lead to compromise, 100% of our 

heart must be in 100% agreement with 100% of God's Word. 

d. Jesus called Antipas a "faithful witness" because he held fast to the truth to such a degree that it cost him his 

life. The Greek word for "witness" is martys, from which we get our English word for martyr. Initially, martys 

didn't refer to someone who was killed for their faith, but to one who bore verbal testimony to the truth in 

the court of law. Later it was applied to Christians whose faith led to their execution. Eventually, martys 

developed the sole meaning of one who was killed for their Christian faith, whether in or out of court. 

e. Overcomers are faithful witnesses of the truth. They search for the truth, love the truth, cling to the truth, 

speak the truth, preach the truth, and are even willing to die for the truth. To overcome false teachings that 

lead to compromise and to position ourselves for the overcomer's reward, we have to become faithful 

witnesses of the truth no matter the cost, even if it means we are criticized by the church, ostracized by the 

culture, and persecuted by ungodly governments. 

f. Overcomers are called to be a faithful witness just like Jesus, whom John described as "the faithful and true 

Witness" (Rev. 3:14). Jesus said that He came into the world in order to "bear witness to the truth" (John 

18:37, NKJV). Jesus, who is the truth, loves the truth and faithfully speaks the truth without compromise, 

regardless of the consequences. Jesus never withholds a rebuke or a warning of coming judgment. He does 

not exaggerate God's promises to persuade us to follow Him nor does He shrink back from declaring the 

necessity of taking up our cross. Jesus speaks the truth regardless of what the popular people think and 

without concern of being criticized, ostracized, of people being offended at His words, or Him not being 

praised. Most of God's people only preach or prophesy positive things to please people so that they do not 

lose their position, honor, or financial opportunities.  

g. Leonard Ravenhill said, "If Jesus had preached the same message that ministers preach today, He would 

never have been crucified."48 

IX. The Hidden Manna 

a. For those who overcome compromise with the world and false doctrines of grace, God promises to give 

them "some of the hidden manna” (Rev. 2:17). 

b. The "hidden manna" likely refers to the manna that was put into the golden pot in the ark of the covenant 

and remained perpetually in the holy of holies in the temple and tabernacle, where only the high priest 

could see this hidden manna once a year on the Day of Atonement. In addition, the "hidden manna" 

undoubtedly refers to Jesus Himself, who is the true bread or manna from heaven, who sustains His people 

by His words (John 6:48-51; Matt. 4:4). 

c. What the "hidden manna" means to the overcomer is that they will dwell in the holy of holies in the ages to 

come, where they will be granted immediate and permanent access to Jesus, have deep intimacy with Him, 

and will feast upon His words forever. Whereas most believers will be relegated to the outer court 

throughout eternity, unable to dwell in the holy of holies and feast upon Jesus because they lived for 

themselves, the overcomers, the wife of the Lamb, will live by every word that comes from their 
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Bridegroom's mouth (Matt. 4:4).49 The overcomers will have rich fellowship with God the Father, God the 

Son, and God the Holy Spirit in the fullness of their unfiltered glory forever.  

d. Jesus is the feast that we will dine upon for all eternity. Just as eating brings physical satisfaction, as hunger 

pains are silenced and cravings are met, Jesus as the hidden manna will satisfy our souls and enrich our 

resurrected bodies as we dwell in the holy of holies.  

e. Our fallen minds can't fathom the utterly inconceivable depths of intimacy that the overcomers will enjoy 

with Jesus throughout eternity—the spiritual ecstasy that will be experienced as we communicate with Him 

at the deepest levels of love; the intrigue, enthrallment, and captivation that we will feel as He speaks to us 

and reveals His personality in ways we had never known; the ravishing and exquisite pleasures that will 

overcome our emotions as His love washes over us, in wave after wave of the Bridegroom's affection for His 

bride; and the spiritual joy that we will experience as we feast upon Jesus, the hidden manna, for the endless 

ages to come. 

X. The White Stone 

a. Jesus also told the believers at Pergamum, “To him who overcomes...I will give him a white stone, and a new 

name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it” (Rev. 2:17). Though many opinions 

have been offered about the meaning of the white stone, I think two standout as the most plausible. In fact, 

as I am about to show you, I believe that these two interpretations are actually connected. 

b. When the book of Revelation was written, there was a custom of giving a person a white stone whenever 

they had been charged with some offense but had been acquitted. That is, when a person on trial had been 

declared blameless of the matter by somehow demonstrating their innocence, they received a white stone 

to show that they had been justified. 

c. This might surprise you, but there are two types of justification mentioned in the Scriptures. James 2:24 

states, "You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only" (NKJV). The Greek word for 

"justified" is dikaioō and has two meanings: 1) To render righteous and to declare one to be righteous [the 

salvation of the spirit]; 2) To show, exhibit, and evince one to be righteous [the salvation of the soul] 

(emphasis mine). Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words states, "Justification is primarily and 

gratuitously by faith [the salvation of the spirit], subsequently and evidentially by works [the salvation of the 

soul]" (emphasis mine). 

d. As James 2:14-26 teaches, Abraham was justified—rendered and declared righteous—by believing God in 

Genesis 15:6. This is justification by faith alone apart from works. We are declared righteous by the blood of 

Jesus Christ before one act of obedience when we believe that His sacrifice is more than enough. This is the 

salvation of the spirit. Abraham was also justified—shown to be righteous—by works in Genesis 22:1-18 

when he offered up Isaac on the altar. This is justification by faith synergized with works. Justification by 

works actualizes, demonstrates, certifies, and completes our initial saving faith and proves that what God 

declared about us in the beginning is true in the end. This is the salvation of the soul. 

e. In the same way that Abraham was reckoned righteous, declared righteous, and he demonstrated his 

righteousness by obedience, the overcomers who do righteous acts from their initial justification will receive 

a white stone at the judgment seat, revealing to all that they have been justified by faith and by works. This 

corresponds perfectly with Revelation 19:7-8, which states, "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to 

Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to 

clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints." 

f. As the wife of Jesus, "the fine linen" that we will be clothed in "is the righteous acts of the saints." The Greek 

word for righteous acts is dikaiōma and means "an act of righteousness, a concrete expression of 

righteousness." Dikaiōma comes from the Greek word that Paul used to describe our justification by faith in 

Romans 3-5. With this in mind, the "righteous acts of the saints" are what we do with and from our initial 

justification.  
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g. The betrothed bride of Christ making herself ready by righteous acts is the same truth that James is 

emphasizing in James 2:14-26. From the salvation of our spirit, we are to do works that spring forth from 

faith and that complete our faith, resulting in Christ being formed in our mind, will, emotions, desires, 

motives, and beliefs. Because the overcomers' salvation is fully worked out into their soul, they will receive a 

white stone to show that they have been justified by works. 

h. Now let's look at the other probable meaning of the white stone and how this is related to justification by 

works. In the days of the Roman Empire, white stones were given as awards to honor those who offered 

valiant service to the community, in battle, or who were victorious in an athletic game. Those who received 

the white stones were given special privileges and were given admission to special events, including the 

games and feasts hosted by the Roman Empire. The white stone, therefore, probably refers to admittance to 

the marriage supper of the Lamb, where the overcomers will dine with Jesus in deep intimacy for all eternity.  

i. Now's let's tie the two together. On the one hand, the white stone is given to the overcomers because they 

are justified by works, that is, like an ancient Jewish bride, they made their own wedding dress by their 

righteous works and love-motivated acts of obedience. On the other hand, because the overcomers make 

themselves ready as a worthy bride for Jesus, the white stone also serves as their admittance to the marriage 

supper of the Lamb. This corresponds perfectly with what Revelation 19:7-8 reveals. 

j. The “new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it” reflects our unique 

relationship with Jesus. It will characterize who we are, how we lived our lives in the secret place with Jesus, 

and how we will function in eternity. In biblical days, a name was more than a label that set us apart from 

others. A person’s name reflected their nature. A person was their name. When God renames the 

overcomers, it will personify their transformation into the nature of Christ and it will reflect their new identity 

and eternal destiny. But there is more to this name than its newness. The only ones who will know their new 

name are God and those who receive it. This new name, which will be hidden from everyone else, points to 

the intimate, private, and intensely personal nature of our eternal relationship with Jesus.  

k. In summary, the hidden manna and the white stone refer to the eternal reward of a deep, personal, and 

intimate relationship with Jesus in the holy of holies as His eternal wife, reserved exclusively for those who 

overcome. 
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I.  The Church of Thyatira (Rev. 2:18-29) 

a) Of all the seven cities, Thyatira was the smallest and most insignificant, yet remarkably, it received the 

longest of the seven messages. Its only real claim to fame was that Lydia once lived there (Acts 16:14). 

b) Unlike the other cities, there is a dearth of information about the history and cultural conditions of Thyatira. 

We do know that Apollo was the chief deity here and that emperor worship was not a major factor. It was 

also a predominantly Gentile city with a significant mixture of nationalities.  

c) The city's craftsmen's guilds, which were the economic engine that allowed Thyatira to prosper, were the 

most noteworthy aspect of the city. These trade guilds were unions of men in similar crafts or trades who 

upheld certain standards and protected the members of the union. There were guilds for wool workers, linen 

workers, manufactures of outer garments, dyers, leather workers, tanners, potters, bakers, slave dealers, and 

bronze smiths. Because each trade guild had its own guardian god and every guild member was expected to 

attend the guild festivals and eat the food that had been sacrificed to idols, pagan worshiped thrived in 

Thyatira. After the feast, the people would pay homage to the guild’s god by participating in immoral 

activities, including drunkenness and fornication. To leave the festival without participating in the party was 

considered taboo and could even result in ridicule, persecution, and lost business opportunities.  

d) In the midst of such an idolatrous and immoral culture, Jesus commended the church at Thyatira for its 

increase in ministry, vibrant faith, and love for Him (Rev. 2:19). Unlike Ephesus, who started strong but was 

burning out, Thyatira's works were increasing and were shining the light of Christ into their community. 

Jesus commended them because their "deeds of late are greater than at first" (Rev. 2:19). The spiritual 

growth at Thyatira was significant enough for Jesus to praise. In addition to their godly love and mountain-

moving faith, the Thyatiran believers persevered in their obedience to Christ and in preaching the gospel. 

The church of Thyatira was an alive, anointed, and spiritually thriving church. 

e) Looking at the attributes that Jesus applauded, if we were to project the church of Thyatira into a twenty-

first century western culture, it is likely that the church would have had an electric atmosphere super-

charged with mountain-moving faith, a state-of-the-art facility that leveraged the latest technology, crowds 

flocking to enjoy one of their vibrant and culturally relevant services, a professional band that was both 

talented and anointed, communicators who could articulate the gospel with skill and eloquence, and a 

reputation around the community for revival.  

II. Tolerating the Woman Jezebel 

a) In spite of its many commendable qualities, Jesus rebuked Thyatira for tolerating the woman Jezebel, who in 

His words, "calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they 

commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols" (Rev. 2:20).  

b) Jesus used the name Jezebel to identify a woman in the church who was a false teacher and false 

prophetess. Most likely, Jezebel was not this woman’s real name (can you really imagine that anyone would 

name their daughter Jezebel?). Rather, Jesus used the name Jezebel to associate her actions with the Old 

Testament Jezebel, the Phoenician wife of King Ahab, who lowered the moral standards of the northern 

kingdom of Israel to such a degree that idolatry, sexual immorality, and witchcraft thrived under her 

leadership (1 Kings 18-2 Kings 9). 

c) Although Israel began worshiping Baal and Asherah during the reign of Solomon (1 Kings 11:1-7), Jezebel 

brought it to an entirely new level. Jezebel was so enmeshed in this cult that 450 prophets of Baal and 400 

prophets of Asherah ate regularly at her table (1 Kings 18:19). As historical evidence testifies, pagan worship 

usually involved overt witchcraft, astrology, prophetic oracles from demonic spirits, gross sensuality and 

lasciviousness, drug use, lewd dancing, erotic music, ceremonial prostitution and sexual rites, human 

sacrifice, the emasculation of males, and homosexuality.50 



Session 8: Overcoming Jezebel                                              The Overcomers Class 
 

 

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org        Page 78 
 

d) Like her Old Testament counterpart, the Jezebel at Thyatira seduced Jesus’ servants to “commit sexual 

immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols” (Rev. 2:20, NKJV). Because the Jezebel at Thyatira claimed to 

have special revelations from God and even called herself a prophetess, the church leaders gave her 

authority to teach. As a result of her unbiblical teaching, many in the church believed that God’s grace gave 

them the freedom to indulge the flesh and participate in the guild festivals, including paying homage to 

false gods and committing acts of sexual immorality.  

e) As was the case in Pergamum, there were three guilty parties in Thyatira. First, there was Jezebel, the teacher 

who advocated licentious behavior in the name of Christian liberty and grace. Second, there were the 

tolerators who allowed the false teaching, the false prophetic words, and the compromise to go uncorrected. 

Third, there were the taught, who in this case were the Lord's bondservants, whom Jezebel was leading into 

lawlessness through her false teachings.  

f) Although Jesus' message was directed to these three groups and He exhorted all to repent, much of the 

damage could have been averted if the church leaders would have brought the necessary correction. Instead 

of bringing fatherly discipline, the leaders in Thyatira tolerated Jezebel by allowing her to teach, to prophesy, 

and to lead the Lord's bondservants into compromise, even though they didn't like what she said or agreed 

with it. They were much like Eli, who allowed his sons Hophni and Phinehas to selfishly consume the prime 

cuts of meat from the Lord's sacrifices and to commit adultery with the women who served at the sanctuary 

entrance. Though Eli didn't like what they were doing, his passive leadership and lightweight rebukes could 

not deter his sons from sinning in the Lord's house. As a result of his toleration of wickedness, the entire 

family came under the Lord's judgment. 

g) Jesus' message to Thyatira contains so much power-packed revelation that it is challenging to know the 

exact direction to take in such a short amount of space. Entire books could be written—and have been—that 

expound upon this timely message to Thyatira. Though we could certainly use this message to investigate 

the excessive amount of fleshly and demonic mixture in the modern-day prophetic movement, the 

prominent false doctrines that are leading God's people into compromise, or how Jezebel is a prototype of 

the great harlot described in Revelation 17-18, I want to narrow our focus to how demonic powers seek to 

defile the bride of Christ in order to prolong their rule in the heavens. 

h) If you think about it, the messages to Pergamum and Thyatira were very similar. Both point to the idolatry 

and immorality that had ensnared God's people. Both point to false teachings as the main culprit. The 

difference between the messages, however, was that Pergamum focused on ministers whose mixed motives 

resulted in a mixed message that produced mixture in the church whereas Thyatira concentrated upon a 

concerted, universal, millenniums-long strategy of the powers of darkness to defile the bride of Christ in 

order to prolong their rule in the heavens. In short, Pergamum was focused upon the heart of wayward 

ministers whereas Thyatira looked at the unseen spiritual forces that use ministers as pawns to carry out their 

evil agenda. 

III. The Spirit Behind Jezebel 

a) The Jezebel at Thyatira called herself a prophetess, and she had many followers. Most likely, people followed 

her because she had a supernatural gift; she could possibly tell them unknown information about 

themselves or perhaps even predict certain future events.  

b) Though Jezebel was gifted prophetically, she was not empowered by the Holy Spirit. Her gift was demonic. It 

was very similar to the slave girl in Acts 16:16-18 who had a spirit of divination and brought her masters 

much profit by fortune-telling.  

c) The demonic spirit that empowered the Jezebel at Thyatira is the same spirit behind the Jezebel of the Old 

Testament51, the great harlot of Revelation 17-18, the goddess worship in ancient Babylon, and pagan 

worship throughout history.  
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d) To better understand this false queen’s identity, we need to understand what Paul taught the Ephesians 

about spiritual warfare. He revealed that hell has a hierarchy with different degrees of authority and power. 

Specifically, he identified “rulers of the darkness of this age” or “world forces of this darkness” (Eph. 6:12, 

NKJV, NASU). In other words, at the top of the chain, there are demonic world rulers who influence nations. 

The queen of heaven is one of these world rulers who has influenced the world’s religions, cultures, and 

morality throughout history. 

e) Talking about the judgment of the great harlot at the end of the age, a voice from heaven said, “To the 

degree that she glorified herself and lived sensuously, to the same degree give her torment and mourning; 

for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as a queen and I am not a widow, and will never see mourning’” (Rev. 18:7). The 

statement “I sit as a queen and I am not a widow, and will never see mourning” is a direct reference to Isaiah 

47:5-9. 

IV. The Background to Isaiah 47 

a) Before we look at Isaiah 47 and the revelation of the demonic queen of heaven, we first need to go back 

many millenniums to the origins of ancient Babylon. Understanding the history of Babylon's ancient religious 

system will bring clarity to our interpretation of Isaiah 47 and it will help reveal one of the bride of Christ's 

greatest enemies. Please don't zone out with all of these details, for this will help you tremendously in your 

fight to overcome one of the greatest enemies to your destiny—an enemy that you probably didn't even 

know existed! 

b) According to Genesis 10:8-9, Nimrod, whose name means "rebellion," was "a mighty one on the earth" and "a 

mighty hunter before the Lord." Jewish rabbis said that Nimrod was "a hunter of the souls of men."52 Jewish 

tradition also indicates that Nimrod was a tyrant "who made all of the people rebellious against God."53 With 

a ruthless lust for power, Nimrod set out to subdue the earth and create the world's first empire. He 

conquered the cities which had been in Mesopotamia after the flood, including Babel, Erech, Accad, and 

Calneh in the land of Shinar (Gen. 10:10). From there, he captured Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, 

Calah, and Resen (Gen. 10:12). Nimrod became the first man to rule the earth. 

c) From a combination of ancient myths, legends, and lore, we also learn of a presumed historical figure named 

Semiramis, the alleged wife of Nimrod, who was famous for her beauty, strength, wisdom, voluptuousness, 

alluring power, and for establishing a religious system in Babylon. Supposedly, Semiramis was the founder of 

the Babylonian mystery religion, which consisted of the deification and worship of Nimrod and Semiramis, 

the worship of the sun, moon, and stars, and ultimately, the worship of demons. This religious system 

involved astrology, priests, mysterious rites, human sacrifice, and temple prostitution.  

d) As the legend goes, Semiramis' mystery religion went to a whole new level after Nimrod died. Refusing to "sit 

as a widow" and desiring to remain a "queen forever" over Nimrod's empire, Semiramis concocted a fable 

when she become pregnant, claiming that her son was miraculously conceived in a "virgin birth" in 

fulfillment of the promised seed prophesied in Genesis 3:15.54 Because of her immaculate conception, 

Semiramis was eventually deified as the queen of heaven and became known as a virgin goddess who gave 

birth to the promised deliverer, Tammuz, whom she declared to be Nimrod reborn. 

e) According to tradition, Tammuz was killed by a wild boar and went into the underworld. But through the 

weeping of his mother, he was resurrected in the spring. In fact, when Ezekiel was in Babylonian captivity, he 

saw the women of the city "weeping for Tammuz" (Ezek. 8:14). This was all Satan's master counterfeit plan to 

deceive the nations of the true virgin birth of Jesus Christ and His resurrection from the dead.  

f) In devising the fable of the immaculate conception, Semiramis received what her heart was set upon—to be 

worshiped as the queen of heaven, the virgin goddess of Babylon. In fact, she was worshiped more than her 

son. 
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g) After their deaths, Nimrod and Semiramis were deified and given homage as Marduk (Nimrod) and Ishtar 

(Semiramis). Nimrod was worshiped as the sun god and father of creation while Semiramis became the 

moon goddess of fertility.  

h) In Nimrod's and Semiramis' city of Bab-El, which means the gate of God, the people built a temple for their 

Babylonian mystery religion. Known as a ziggurat, this temple was "a tower whose top [would] reach into 

heaven" (Gen. 1:28, emphasis mine). In this temple, the community would come to worship Nimrod, 

Semiramis, the other Babylonian deities, and ultimately, Satan and other demons. In this demonic house of 

adulterous and idolatrous defilement, humans would be sacrificed, virgins would be dedicated to the gods 

as temple prostitutes, witchcraft was practiced, and worshipers would prophesy by the stars. 

i) After the Lord came down and sent the city of Babel into a state of chaos and confusion, the people likely 

gathered into groups according to their language and moved into new areas, bringing their Babylonian 

religion with them (Gen. 11:5, 7). History testifies of various cultures worshiping the sun god Baal and the 

moon goddess Ishtar, along with the practice of astrology, witchcraft, temple prostitution, building temple 

shrines reminiscent of the Tower of Babel, and other ungodly rituals. Babylon, the first city completely 

dedicated to a network of false gods and Satan worship, is the mother of all harlots, and she has influenced 

all the nations with her demonic religion (Rev. 17:5).  

j) After the Lord judged Babel, Babylon's Ishtar and Tammuz were exported to Phoenicia as Asherah and 

Tammuz, to Egypt as Isis and Horus, to Greece as Aphrodite and Eros, and to Italy as Venus and Cupid (Rev. 

17:5). Today, the most prominent version of the mother and child is in the Catholic Church, where 

parishioners naively pray to and worship the Virgin Mary, who holds baby Jesus in her arms. 

k) There are also many different names and forms of this mother goddess/child worship in other nations. 

Various lands called the virgin goddess Eostre, Astarte, Ostera, Eastre, and Dianne. Other names for this 

goddess are the Mother Goddess, Mother Earth, Wife of Baal, and Queen of Heaven. Additionally, this mother 

goddess was frequently worshipped as the goddess of fertility, love, war, and sex. She was also worshipped 

as a mediator between god and man and history reveals that sexual orgies and temple prostitution were 

often used in religious rituals honoring her, purportedly trying to gain her favor so that she would release 

fertility upon the land and give barren women the ability to conceive. 

l) Whereas Semiramis was worshiped in many forms and ways, Nimrod was primarily worshiped as Marduk/Bel 

in Babylon and as Baal by the Canaanites, Phoenicians, Syrians, and to some extent the Egyptians. In many 

cases, Baal was one of the main false gods that Israel was seduced to worship in the Old Testament. 

m) Many centuries after God judged Babel, the Babylonian mystery religion became the fountainhead of 

idolatry and the mother of every heathen and pagan system in the world. This mystery religion that 

originated in Babylon has spread in various forms throughout the whole earth and is still with us today. In 

fact, as Revelation 17-18 describe, Babylon's ancient religious system of abominable idolatry, immorality, 

deception, and witchcraft will reach an unprecedented level of influence before the Lord returns. 

V. Isaiah 47 and the Queen of Heaven 

a) Given that historical background, we can now dive into the revelation of the demonic queen of heaven from 

Isaiah 47. Many scholars only assert that Isaiah 47 is a fulfilled prophecy of Babylon’s fall in 539 B.C. However, 

if you look closely at this prophecy, it not only describes the fall of Babylon as an empire to Cyrus, but it also 

foretells the demise of Babylon’s religious influence, which has affected most of the world, and as Revelation 

18:7 makes clear, will continue to do so until the end of the age. In summary, Isaiah 47 was partially fulfilled 

in 539 B.C., but it will not be completely fulfilled until the end of the age, when Babylon's mystery religion is 

judged once-and-for-all. 

b) Isaiah 47 continues the theme of God's judgment upon ancient Babylon that was established in Isaiah 46. For 

example, in Isaiah 46:1-2, Isaiah declared that two of Babylon's chief gods, Bel (Marduk) and Nebo, would not 

be able to deliver Babylon from the coming captivity at the hands of Cyrus in 539 B.C. Isaiah was basically 
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saying that Bel and Nebo would be unable to protect the empire from enemy invasion because they were 

powerless gods who could not deliver the nation from the coming captivity.  

c) Although not obvious at first, and many commentators have missed this extremely important point, Isaiah 

began the prophecy of Isaiah 47 like he did in 46:1-2, this time addressing a Babylonian goddess rather than 

the two Babylonian gods. Notice carefully that Isaiah is not talking to the Babylonian empire, as many 

scholars presume, but to the "virgin daughter of Babylon" who is "tender and delicate" (47:1). As we just saw 

in the background section, the virgin daughter of Babylon refers to Ishtar, perhaps morphing from 

Semiramis into a goddess, who was worshiped by the Babylonians as the queen of heaven. Just as "Bel has 

bowed down" and "Nebo stoops over," Ishtar, the virgin daughter of Babylon, was about to be dethroned by 

Cyrus and his invading army (Isa. 46:1).  

d) Beginning in 47:5, Isaiah made a dramatic shift that is not easily observed. He moved from addressing the 

virgin goddess Ishtar to speaking directly to the power behind this virgin goddess—a demonic world ruler 

who wants to be worshiped as the queen of heaven. Recall that Paul said that behind every idol is a demon, 

and when people worship idols, they really are worshiping demons (1 Cor. 10:19-20). With this in mind, 

observe closely how Isaiah addressed this queen of heaven in verses 5-15. Specifically, she boasts that she 

will be a queen forever (7), she says in her heart that there is none besides me (8), she has the power to cast 

spells, to charm, to perform sorcery, and to cause trembling (9, 11, 12), and she brags that no one sees her 

(10). We know from other references in Isaiah that false gods are just blocks of wood cut from trees and they 

have no power to do good or evil, they cannot save or deliver, and they cannot profit, see, or know (Isa. 

44:19; 41:23; 45:20; 44:9). Basically, idols are lifeless, powerless, and unanimated blocks of wood. Therefore, in 

verses 5-15, Isaiah was not speaking to a block of wood made from a tree; rather, he was speaking to a 

demonic power that has a heart, can speak, is hidden from the natural eye, can cast spells, and can cause 

trembling. Idols are just blocks of wood that have no power to do any of that. That is why we know that 

Isaiah was speaking beyond the goddess Ishtar to the demonic power behind her—the queen of heaven. 

e) Ezekiel 28:11-19 is a perfect example of how a prophet spoke to a demonic power, in this case to Satan 

himself, through his proxy the King of Tyre. Isaiah 14:12-14 is another example of a prophet addressing Satan 

through a human agent, this time through the future King of Babylon, the antichrist. In the same way, Ishtar 

is the proxy by which Isaiah addressed the demonic world ruler known as the queen of heaven. 

f) With this in mind, when people worshiped Ishtar, Astarte, Asherah, Dianne of Ephesus, or any of the other 

forms of the queen of heaven throughout history, they worshiped a very high ranking demonic power that 

could very well be the second in command of hell's hierarchy, who in the words of Isaiah, wants to "be a 

queen forever" (47:7).  

g) If Satan is king in the demonic order, this evil power behind Ishtar is right under his authority as a ruling 

queen. This explains why Baal and Asherah are usually mentioned together in Scripture and why there has 

always been a goddess in almost every culture that was worshiped as the queen of heaven (Judges 6:25, 28, 

30; 1 Kings 18:19; 2 Kings 17:16; 2 Kings 21:3; 2 Kings 23:4; Jer. 7:18, 44:17-25). 

h) The queen of heaven is the demonic spirit behind much of the defilement in the earth today, including false 

religions, sexual immorality, sensuality, drunkenness, drug abuse, sexual perversion, witchcraft, the occult, 

control, and compromise. Additionally, the queen of heaven, who seeks to emasculate men, is the driving 

force behind the homosexual movement and is violently opposed to husbands being the spiritual leader of 

the home. Furthermore, the queen of heaven is the power behind the feminist movement, abortion rights 

groups, the New Age movement, astrology, and much of the music and entertainment industries. 

i) The queen of heaven has power to the degree that she remains hidden. Isaiah said that this queen feels 

“secure in [her] wickedness” because, in her own words, “No one sees me” (Isa. 47:10). As long as the truth 

about her is covered, as long as she is shrouded by darkness, she “dwells securely” and boasts in her heart, “I 

will be a queen forever....I am, and there is no on besides me. I will not sit as a widow, nor know loss of 

children” (Isa. 47:7-8). This queen will do everything in her power to remain hidden. Exposure and revelation 

is how this veiled demonic queen will begin to "know loss of children" before her ultimate fate at the end of 
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the age. To a very large degree, the body of Christ is extremely ignorant of the queen of heaven. If you ask 

most believers if they have ever heard of the queen of heaven, unless they were former Catholics and were 

familiar with the veneration of the Virgin Mary, their answer would be no. Furthermore, most believers in the 

body of Christ would view a teaching like this as irrelevant and not pertinent to their everyday lives. But 

nothing could be further from the truth! Such a mindset could mean that you are in bondage to her 

unknowingly, that you are one whom she has significant influence over and controls like a puppet. 

VI. Overcoming Jezebel and the Queen of Heaven 

a) Over the years, I have heard many prominent ministers say that we don't need to focus on demons and that 

we shouldn't look for a demon behind every tree. Although there is some truth to this, since our focus should 

be on the Lord, it is foolish to be ignorant of the devil's schemes (2 Cor. 2:11). Let me illustrate what I mean 

with an example from college football. Recently, when Georgia played Alabama, Georgia's new offensive 

coordinator Brian Schottenheimer had only coached a few games at the college level. So, with such little 

game tape to study, Alabama's defensive coordinator Kirby Smart watched film of every play from 

Schottenheimer's experience as offensive coordinator in the NFL—over seven years worth! Why did he go to 

such excruciating lengths to prepare for this game? Smart wanted to get inside of Schottenheimer's mind so 

that he might know his tendencies, how he might react in certain situations, and how he would respond in 

different circumstances. What was the result? Alabama won 38-10. Georgia's offense scored a measly 10 

points because Kirby Smart knew his opponent so well. The same is true with spiritual warfare. If we want to 

overcome the enemy, we have to know and understand how he works and operates. 

b) With this in mind, all the background information that we have just discussed is crucially important because 

it highlights the war going on in the spirit realm regarding the bride of Christ. The queen of heaven wants to 

“be a queen forever,” and she does not want to give up her authority to the bride of Christ—the true queen 

of heaven (Isa. 47:7). Desperately clinging to power, the queen of heaven is fighting against the bride of 

Christ with all of her might, for she knows that when the bride matures and makes herself ready, her position 

of authority and world-wide influence in the heavens will be finished. That is why this wicked queen is 

actively working to defile the bride with idolatry, sexual immorality, perversion, rebellion, independence, 

fear, and witchcraft. 

c) If you don't get anything else from this teaching, please get this: The demonic queen of heaven wants to defile 

the bride of Christ so that she can retain her position of power and influence in the heavens. For when the bride of 

Christ overcomes and makes herself ready, it will mean the end of her rule forever! 

d) With this goal in mind, think of Jezebel as the mold, the prototype, that the queen of heaven and the 

demonic powers under her authority want to conform believers into as she seeks to create a counterfeit 

bride in the earth. This Jezebelic mold is characterized by pride, rebellion, independence, false religion, 

sexual defilement, sensuality, witchcraft, fear, intimidation, control, and manipulation.  

e) It is interesting to note that both the queen of heaven and the New Testament Jezebel have "children" (Isa. 

47:9; Rev. 2:23). Her "children" are all who are ensnared by strongholds of emasculation, homosexuality, 

sexual defilement, rejection, fear, rebellion, control, manipulation, or false religions. Though the spectrum of 

her influence is vast, from subtle influences to entrenched strongholds to full-blown demonization, 

multitudes around the world are under her heavy-handed fist. Because she operates through a cloak of 

invisibility, few have any clue that they are entangled by her web of deceit. When you stop and think about 

it, millions if not billions are enslaved to the queen of heaven and don't even know it. Whether through the 

false religions of Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Catholicism, or even compromised forms of Christianity, this 

queen has blinded and ensnared entire nations. Using pornography, perversion, extramarital sex, 

homosexuality, abortion, rape, sexual molestation, and sex-trafficking, this queen has a death grip on 

multitudes around the world and most have no clue. 

f) One of the reasons why the Lord rebuked the leaders at Thyatira for tolerating Jezebel is because He knew 

how this wicked queen operates. If you give her a sliver of an opening, she will work relentlessly to exploit 

that and turn it into a full-blown stronghold whereby she can control you like a puppet.  
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g) Just as Elijah prophesied the doom of Jezebel and she was eaten by dogs, the good news is that God 

promises that this demonic queen's "nakedness will be uncovered," that her "shame also will be exposed," 

that those under her influence will be liberated, and that she will experience “loss of children...in full 

measure” (Isa. 47:9; 1 Kings 21:23; 2 Kings 9:35-37)! 

h) Though we could fill pages with all the areas where we need to overcome the influence of this queen, for the 

sake of time, we will limit it to just three areas. As we do this, please keep in mind the wisdom that James 

pointed out when he said, "This wisdom...is earthly, natural [soulish], demonic" (James 3:15, emphasis mine). 

In other words, there is a spectrum that we always need to consider when dealing with strongholds. On one 

end of the spectrum is the natural and soulish struggles that everyone faces. These struggles are not 

demonic, though they can open a door for demons and demonization. On the other end of the spectrum, as 

James pointed out, is demonic influence that can result in demonization. So when we talk about overcoming 

Jezebel, keep in mind that not everything we talk about means that a demon under the authority of the 

queen of heaven is entrenched within your soul. It could just be a struggle with your uncrucified flesh. On 

the other hand, don't rule out the influence of a demon either or you might remain in bondage. Always keep 

in mind that you cannot cast out the flesh nor can you crucify a demon! 

i) Let me illustrate with an example. A person who struggles with pornography might just be struggling with 

their unredeemed flesh. Or, since their flesh opened a legal access point for demons, their struggle could be 

energized by demonic powers. Or, their struggle could have evolved into a full-blown stronghold whereby 

they are demonized and have no power to resist the urge to look at pornography. You could easily apply 

that type of scenario to homosexuality, pride, rebellion, control, manipulation, intimidation, and witchcraft. 

j) With this in mind, let's talk about overcoming Jezebel and the queen of heaven by looking at these three 

areas where we need to overcome: 

1. Sexual sin; 

2. Pride, independence, and rebellion; 

3. Witchcraft. 

VII. #1: Overcome Sexual Sin 

a) Isaiah called the queen of heaven a “sensual one” (Isa. 47:8). In Hebrew, this word means “voluptuous,"55 or 

“full of, producing, or characterized by sensual delights and pleasures; sensual; arising from sensual 

gratification."56 The queen of heaven is the demonic spirit behind sensuality, fornication, sexual perversion, 

pornography, sex trafficking, and homosexuality. 

b) Jesus said that the Jezebel at Thyatira led His servants into “acts of immorality” (Rev. 2:20). Enmeshed in the 

trade guilds at Thyatira was the worship of false gods, sexual perversion, ceremonial prostitution, substance 

abuse, lewd dancing, and erotic music.  

c) The cult of Ishtar revolved around sexual immorality and sacred prostitution. Her "holy city" of Uruk was even 

called the "town of the sacred courtesans" and she herself was known as the "courtesans of the gods."57 The 

ancient Greek historian Herodotus described Ishtar's sacred prostitution in detail, stating, 

The foulest Babylonian custom is that which compels every woman of the land to sit in the temple of 

Aphrodite [the Greek version of Ishtar] and have intercourse with some stranger once in her life. 

Many women who are rich and proud and disdain to mingle with the rest, drive to the temple in 

covered carriages drawn by teams, and stand there with a great retinue of attendants. But most sit 

down in the sacred plot of Aphrodite, with crowns of cord on their heads; there is a great multitude 

of women coming and going; passages marked by line run every way through the crowd, by which 

the men pass and make their choice. Once a woman has taken her place there, she does not go away 

to her home before some stranger has cast money into her lap, and had intercourse with her outside 

the temple; but while he casts the money, he must say, “I invite you in the name of Mylitta” (that is 

the Assyrian name for Aphrodite). It does not matter what sum the money is; the woman will never 
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refuse, for that would be a sin, the money being by this act made sacred. So she follows the first man 

who casts it and rejects no one. After their intercourse, having discharged her sacred duty to the 

goddess, she goes away to her home; and thereafter there is no bribe however great that will get 

her. So then the women that are fair and tall are soon free to depart, but the uncomely have long to 

wait because they cannot fulfill the law; for some of them remain for three years, or four. There is a 

custom like this in some parts of Cyprus (emphasis mine).58 

d) Though temple prostitution is a thing of the past, the influence of this queen has remained and is on the rise 

through internet pornography, sex-trafficking, and the homosexual movement. In most cultures around the 

world, sexual immorality has been normalized, abortion is a form of birth control, pornography is at an all-

time high, and sex-trafficking is the fastest-growing criminal enterprise in the world. 

e) Let's consider the increase of internet pornography for a moment. According to CovenantEyes' carefully 

researched statistics, there have been over 2 billion internet searches for pornography since the start of 

2015.59 One out of five mobile searches are for pornography and 24% of smart-phone owners admit to 

having pornographic material on their mobile handset. By 2017, it is estimated that a quarter of a billion 

people are expected to be accessing mobile adult content from their phones or tablets, an increase of more 

than 30% from 2013. Though these statistics include a significant number of unbelievers, the sobering reality 

is that 64% of Christian men and 15% of Christian women say they watch porn at least once a month.  

f) Tragically, the thirteen-billion dollar porn industry is the primary gateway to the purchase of humans for 

commercial sex. Catherine Mackinon, a professor at Harvard Law School, says that "consuming pornography 

is an experience of bought sex" and thus it creates a hunger to continue to purchase, objectify, and act out 

what is seen.60 In a very literal way, pornography advertises sex-trafficking because it stirs up lust to such a 

degree that the next step is to engage in sex on demand with a real person. Not only that, but traffickers and 

pimps use pornographic images of victims as specific advertising for their “products.”61 Thus, viewing 

pornography is the dress rehearsal for prostitution and it is fueling the sex-trade industry. 

g) Now let's consider the growth of sex-trafficking, which is now the fastest growing criminal enterprise in the 

world.62 Close to 21 million adults and children are bought and sold worldwide into commercial sexual 

servitude, forced labor, and bonded labor.63 Almost 6 out of 10 identified trafficking survivors were for sexual 

exploitation.64 If that statistic was extrapolated, that would put the number of sex slaves over 12 million. Not 

surprisingly, women and girls make up 98% of sex-trafficking victims.65 Even worse, about 2 million of the 

victims are children.66 

h) One sex-trafficking survivor from Cambodia said, "They forced me to sleep with as many as 50 customers a 

day. I had to give [the pimp] all my money. If I did not [earn a set amount] they punished me by removing my 

clothes and beating me with a stick until I fainted, electrocuting me, cutting me."67 

i) According to the Equality Now website, "Survivors of sex trafficking tell stories of daily degradation of mind 

and body. They are often isolated, intimidated, sold into debt bondage and subject to physical and sexual 

assault by their traffickers. Most live under constant mental and physical threat. Many suffer severe 

emotional trauma, including symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder and disassociation. They are at 

greater risk of contracting sexually transmissible infections, including HIV/AIDS. Many become pregnant and 

are forced to undergo often unsafe abortions."68 

j) Seeing how the sex-slave industry is on the rise, consider what John wrote about the economic engine of the 

great harlot, who will be energized behind the scenes by the queen of heaven. He saw cargoes of "slaves and 

human lives" (Rev. 18:13). Undoubtedly, the queen of heaven is the demonic power behind pornography 

and sex-trafficking.  

k) A startlingly and sobering thought is that those entangled in the web of pornography are creating a greater 

demand for sex-trafficking. What might seem like a harmless form of sexual entertainment carried out in the 

privacy of the home is actually a catalyst for women and young girls in Cambodia, Thailand, Brazil, and many 
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other countries to be physically and sexually assaulted, to suffer great emotional trauma, and to even be 

forced to have an abortion. 

l) There are so many other areas where this queen is entrenched in our culture, from the softer forms of porn 

seen in Victoria Secret ads and the sensual movies and TV shows that we allow into our home; to the way 

women dress in skimpy bikinis to go to the pool or beach; to the legalization of homosexual marriage; and to 

the normalization of cohabitation in our culture.  

m) Those who want to make themselves ready as the bride of Christ must overcome every form of heterosexual 

and homosexual sin. Because Jezebel is so entrenched in our culture, we must fight aggressively in full 

reliance upon the Holy Spirit against lust, sexual sins, and all forms perversion. Overcomers are people who 

strive to be cleansed in body, soul, and spirit from all of Jezebel's defilement. 

VIII. #2: Overcome Pride, Independence, and Rebellion 

a) The Old Testament Jezebel was arrogant and proud, the New Testament Jezebel called “herself a 

prophetess” (Rev. 2:20), and the queen of heaven says in her heart, “I am, and there is no one besides me” 

(Isa. 47:10). 

b) Jezebel is one of the most self-absorbed, narcissistic people to have ever walked this earth. Everything that 

she did was about herself—what she wanted, when she wanted it, and how she wanted it done. She was 

pride personified. 

c) Not only was Jezebel proud, but she was fiercely independent. This is even reflected in her name, which 

means "non-cohabited or unhusbanded."69 Essentially, Jezebel means independence. Along these lines, recall 

that the queen of heaven boasts in her heart, “There is no one besides me” (Isa. 47:8). 

d) Because of her brazen arrogance and her tenacious independence, Jezebel could submit to no one. Though 

Ahab carried the title of "king," it was Jezebel who ruled the northern kingdom of Israel. She is the one who 

institutionalized Baal and Asherah worship. She is the one who took the moral Law and shattered it to pieces 

by normalizing sexual immorality and perversion. Even when Ahab was upset because he couldn't have 

Naboth's vineyard, Jezebel—the king in queen's clothes—devised an evil plan that falsely accused Naboth 

and had him executed. So not only was Jezebel the personification of pride and independence, but also 

rebellion.  

e) One of Jezebel's primary tactics is to usurp authority. This could happen in any context where God has 

established divine order for authority, such as in the home, at church, or at work. We know from Scripture 

that God has established the husband as the leader of the home, the senior pastor as the main visionary of 

the church, parents as the head of their children, and the boss as the executive over his employees. In each 

of these different contexts, there are endless examples of how the queen of heaven has worked behind the 

scenes to make the authority figure passive, just like Ahab, so that the one under authority might derail 

God's vision, purpose, and direction for a family, organization, or church. 

f) Remember that God spoke to Adam—not to Eve—about the consequences of eating the forbidden fruit. 

This has nothing to do with gender superiority, but about the authority figures that God has chosen to work 

through. Because Eve didn't hear directly from the Lord, the devil worked through Eve to usurp Adam's God-

given authority and to abort God's original design for mankind. The same is true with Korah and every other 

example of rebellion in the Bible. The queen of heaven works through those under authority to usurp 

authority from those whom God has appointed in order to destroy the Lord's purpose and calling for 

families, churches, and organizations.  

IX. #3: Overcome Witchcraft 

a) The queen of heaven is also the demonic power behind witchcraft. Speaking of the queen of heaven, Isaiah 

said, 
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Stand fast now in your spells and in your many sorceries with which you have labored from your 

youth; perhaps you will be able to profit, perhaps you may cause trembling. You are wearied with 

your many counsels; let now the astrologers, those who prophesy by the stars, those who predict by 

the new moons, stand up and save you from what will come upon you (Isa. 47:12-13).  

b) It was said about the Old Testament Jezebel that "her witchcrafts are so many" (2 Kings 9:22) and of the great 

harlot Babylon, who is a puppet of the queen of heaven, that "all the nations were deceived by your sorcery" 

(Rev. 18:23). 

c) The queen of heaven is the spirit behind overt witchcraft practiced in the remote villages of Africa, South and 

Central America, and even among some groups in the United States. It is also the force behind sorcery, 

astrology, the Ouija Board, séances, the occult, Freemasonry, fortune tellers, palm readers, and tarot cards. 

d) The church in America typically believes that a discussion on witchcraft is irrelevant to them. Sure, there are 

witches and Satanists that lurk in dark and remote places in our nation, but witchcraft doesn't really affect 

the average American believer, right? Well, what about horoscopes, horror movies, or books such as Harry 

Potter and Twilight that promote witchcraft? What about Halloween, a holiday where Satanists perform 

human sacrifices and darkness, death, fear, and evil are celebrated? Sadly, many born-again believers who 

love Jesus don't even think twice about their kids participating. If you have young girls, what about Disney 

princess movies where witchcraft is typically entwined in the movie. Consider Frozen for instance. Most of 

the movie revolves around Elsa using sorcery to turn Arendelle into a tundra. My point is that "cute" and 

"innocent" forms of witchcraft permeate the American culture and most believers don't think twice about it, 

even though the fingerprints of this queen are smeared all over it! 

X. The Rod of Authority 

a) To those who overcome Jezebel's works, character, and influence, Jesus promises, "TO HIM I WILL GIVE 

AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF THE 

POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My Father" (Rev. 2:26-27). This is an 

exact quote from Psalm 2:9, which means that the overcomers will rule in partnership with Jesus and will 

share in His Messianic inheritance. 

b) As the Messiah of Israel, Jesus will sit on the throne of David and reign over the house of Jacob forever (Luke 

1:31-33). His reign will commence at His second coming, when He defeats God's enemies and rules the 

nations from Jerusalem for 1,000 years as God completely fulfills the Davidic Covenant (Ps. 89:3-4, 35-36; Jer. 

3:17; Zech. 14:9; Rev. 20:4). Jesus, the greater son of David and King of the Jews, will inherit the ends of the 

earth as His possession, rule over the nations with a rod of iron enforcing God's Word, and He will shatter the 

rebellious in His wrath during His millennial reign.  

c) Amazingly, the overcomers—in this context those who overcome the works, influence, and character of 

Jezebel and the queen of heaven who controls her—will partner with Jesus to establish God's kingdom 

throughout the earth. These overcoming saints will rule and reign with judicial responsibility and kingdom 

authority, bringing justice and righteousness into the sphere of authority entrusted to them, whether that is 

being "in authority over ten cities" or "five cities" or perhaps even a nation (Luke 19:17-19). For too long, the 

church has tried to spiritualize these cities, but the truth is, these cities are literal and might even be some of 

the cities we are familiar with today, such as New York City, Washington, D.C., London, and Rome.  

d) With such a prestigious, honorable, and royal calling, it is vital that we overcome Jezebel's sensuality, sexual 

immorality, pride, rebellion, independence, control, manipulation, intimidation, idolatry, and witchcraft. Not 

only should we overcome her, but we should not even give her a sliver of an opening that could potentially 

grow into a greater stronghold. 

e) The overcomers who are granted authority will participate with Jesus in judging the nations during the 

Millennial Kingdom (Matt. 25:31-46). John said that "judgment [will be] given" to the overcomers and Paul 
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said that we "will judge the world" and even "angels" (1 Cor. 6:2-3). When Jesus judges the nations and 

evaluates their role in the Millennial Kingdom, the overcomers will be His right-hand men and women! 

f) The authority given to the overcomers in the Millennial Kingdom is like a rod of iron that with one sharp 

blow breaks clay pottery into hundreds of pieces. The imagery is unmistakably clear—the overcomers' 

authority will result in utter destruction for those who rebel against the rule of God. The moment that Jesus 

and the overcomers return to earth, they will use their rod-of-iron authority to utterly destroy the antichrist, 

the false prophet, all of his military, and everyone in the nations who took the mark of the beast. After this, 

Jesus and the overcomers will use their scepter-like rod of authority to enforce God's rule in the earth and to 

deal ruthlessly with all who rebel against the Lord and His Word. 

XI. The Morning Star 

a) Not only does Jesus promise the overcomers authority on the earth, but He also offers them "the morning 

star" (Rev. 2:28). Because it will take a bit of time to fully unpack what the morning star means, we will discuss 

this in a later session when we talk about Revelation 12 and the birth of the man-child.  

b) For now, as the context suggests with Jezebel and the behind-the-scenes enemy the queen of heaven, 

overcoming her and receiving the morning star is a veiled reference to receiving authority in the heavens.  

c) Remember that Jesus said, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth" (Matt. 28:18). Just as 

Jesus has authority in heaven and on earth, the overcomers will have authority in the heavens and on the 

earth. The authority on earth is the rod of iron that the overcomers receive to rule the nations in the ages to 

come. The authority in the heavens is the morning star that the overcomers receive, enabling them to 

partner with Jesus and His angels to cast the dragon and his angels, including the queen of heaven, down to 

the earth at the midpoint of the tribulation (Rev. 12:7-12). 
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I.  The Church of Sardis (Rev. 3:1-6) 

a) Traveling thirty-three miles south from Thyatira, one would arrive at the city of Sardis, perched on an 

elevated plateau 1,500 feet above the valley below. Situated on an elongated plateau with steep sides, Sardis 

was an almost impregnable military fortress. With an acropolis constructed on the spur of the mountain, the 

proverbial phrase "to capture the acropolis of Sardis" became a common reference for doing something 

impossible. 

b) As the capital of the ancient kingdom of Lydia, every king and military leader at the time knew that whoever 

controlled Sardis controlled Lydia. By the middle of the sixth century B.C., with Sardis at its pinnacle of fame 

and prosperity under Croesus and the people feeling overly confident in their undefeatable city, Sardis grew 

complacent. This complacency opened a door for Cyrus and the Persians to conquer Sardis in a way that no 

one could have ever imagined. As the story goes, when Cyrus attacked Sardis, Croesus looked down from 

atop his impregnable fortress and foresaw an easy victory over the Persians who were cornered by the rocks 

in the valley below. Feeling secure and at ease, Croesus went to sleep with full assurance of victory. To his 

utter surprise and dismay, Croesus awoke the next day to discover that the Persians had gained control of 

the acropolis. Because the Sardians felt so secure in their fortress city, they had left the steep walls 

unguarded, and while the city slept, the soldiers scaled the walls one-by-one in the dark of night. Though a 

child could have defended the city from this type of attack, the Persians were able to conquer Sardis because 

no one was watching the side walls. Thus, Sardis' complacency made the city vulnerable and the Persians 

capitalized.  

c) After Sardis was defeated in 549 B.C., the city began a slow and steady decline from its past glory and 

splendor. This decline was accelerated in A.D. 17 when a devastating earthquake did great damage to the 

city. Despite Tiberius' generous help to rebuild it, Sardis would never become great again. By the time the 

book of Revelation was written, with its glory in the past, Sardis had become the epitome of former splendor 

contrasted with present decline. 

d) Jesus undoubtedly used the city's history to parallel the spiritual condition of His people in Sardis. For 

example, just as Sardis had a reputation for being unconquerable but had been overtaken twice, Jesus told 

the Sardis believers, "You have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead" (Rev. 3:1, NIV). Just as Sardis was 

situated on a plateau, the spiritual condition of the church had plateaued and they had grown complacent, 

apathetic, indifferent, and careless. Just as the city was overtaken at night because they failed to watch their 

Persian invaders, Jesus said to them, "If you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not 

know what hour I will come upon you" (Rev. 3:3, NKJV). 

e) Unlike Smyrna who faced persecution from Rome and a hostile Jewish community, and unlike Pergamum 

and Thyatira who faced opposition from the Balaamites, Nicolaitans, and Jezebel, Sardis had no external or 

internal enemies. Their only enemy was self, for their comfort had lulled them to sleep and had bred a 

destructive complacency that could potentially keep them from being the wife of the Lamb for all eternity. 

Apathy had atrophied their spiritual life to the point where most had "soiled their garments," which is bridal 

language to convey how compromise, sin, defilement, and other lovers had stained their devotion and 

consecration to Jesus, the Bridegroom God (Rev. 3:4). 

f) Jesus' message to Sardis reveals four areas where we need to overcome if we want to be the wife of the 

Lamb and Christ-like sons who are adopted into a firstborn status. These four areas are: 

1. Relying on our reputation; 

2. Complacency; 

3. Indifference and apathy; 

4. Carelessness and negligence. 
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II. #1: Relying On Our Reputation 

a) If you have ever been to London, you have probably been in the Tube—the underground train that takes 

you to just about any location in the city. Though it is dirty, leaving you with black boogers and dirt under 

your fingernails, it is an incredible transportation system that makes navigating the city easy. As you board 

the train to go to your desired destination, there is a constant reminder over the sound system in the most 

proper British English, "Mind the gap. Mind the gap." This basically means to be aware of the gap between 

the train and the station platform so that you don't fall through the crack and injure yourself. If you ride the 

Tube frequently, it can be an annoying reminder about the danger of being careless about the gap. 

b) In the church of Sardis, there was a gap that was leading them away from the high calling of God. During the 

great Ephesus revival that had swept through Asia some forty years earlier, the church of Sardis had likely 

acquired a reputation for being a vibrant, spiritually-alive community where the Spirit was moving in power 

and many people were getting saved, baptized, and discipled (Acts 19:10). Fast forward some forty years into 

the present and the former fires of revival had become an ember that was close to being extinguished. The 

church of Sardis failed to move forward in the call of God because, just like the city, they had relied on their 

past reputation.  

c) The church of Sardis likely had an endless calendar of religious activities, the manpower and finances to 

accomplish them, and the external appearance of life, vigor, and vitality. But inwardly, Sardis was a spiritual 

graveyard that seemed to be alive but was dead. Its works were nothing but religious grave clothes that 

covered their true condition. Jesus saw right through this and said, "You have a reputation of being alive, but 

you are dead" (Rev. 3:1, NIV). Jesus had nothing good to say about the church of Sardis. No commendation. 

No praise. No acknowledgement of God-pleasing works. Only rebuke, reproof, and correction. Sardis had no 

external or internal enemies because they practiced a water-downed form of inoffensive Christianity. 

d) The situation at Sardis was best described by Francis Chan when he said, "A movement starts when the 

founder really knows Jesus. You know how a movement dies? When the followers only know the founder."70 

What had started as a powerful revival in Sardis had become a dead religious gathering of those who didn't 

truly know the Lord intimately. Yes, there was a remnant that had not defiled themselves in compromise, but 

the majority relied upon the faith of their spiritual fathers rather than developing their own relationship with 

Jesus. There are numerous examples of Sardis-like churches and organizations who have departed from the 

original vision and fervency for Christ that characterized its founders.  

e) Additionally, the message to Sardis is a correction to those churches and ministries whose reputation 

exceeds their reality. Let me explain how this relates to the church that I help lead, Restoration Life. From our 

church, we started an organization named Lifeschool International that trains and equips pastors in third-

world nations, primarily in East Africa. We have a distant-learning program that trains pastors to hear God's 

voice, to pray and to worship, to understand their inheritance in Christ, to make themselves ready as the 

bride of Christ, to understand and prepare for the end times, and to pray for Israel. Since 2010, over 1,600 

pastors have been trained and over 100,000 people have been impacted through the teaching of these 

trained pastors. Though we praise God for this remarkable work, where we as a church often fall short is the 

gap between our reputation in Africa and our reality in America. Regularly, we hear pastors in our program 

say, "I would love to come to your church." What they are really saying is that the Lifeschool materials have 

so transformed them personally that they would love to see what it looks like for these teachings to be fully 

implemented. What they are really saying is that: 

 We have a reputation for being a powerful church that hears God voice and operates in the Holy Spirit's 

power; 

 We have a reputation for being a worshiping church that goes deep in worship, encounters God's glory, 

worships in Spirit and in truth, and is on the cutting-edge of the end-time worship movement; 

 We have a reputation for being a praying and fasting church that is building a house of prayer, that is 

devoted to fervent prayer, that advances the kingdom through corporate prayer, and that is hastening 

the Lord's return through intercession; 
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 We have a reputation for being a blessed church that contends for God's covenant blessings and holds 

fast to the covenant until we see the breakthrough promised to us in Christ Jesus because of covenant; 

 We have a reputation for being a passionate church who is actively and purposefully making ourselves 

ready as a worthy bride for Jesus the Bridegroom—a church who knows who she is as the bride of Christ, 

a church who knows the love of Jesus deeply and loves Him with passion like the Father, and a church 

who is living as wise virgins in pursuit of oil and watching for His return in the secret place; 

 We have a reputation for being an overcoming church who has overcome the seven things Jesus listed in 

Revelation 2-3 and who is partnering with Jesus to hasten His second coming, preparing the way for His 

return, and being a strong prophetic voice to the nations that Jesus is coming again as a Bridegroom, 

King, and Judge; 

 We have a reputation for being a church devoted to covenant prayer for Israel's destiny, a church who 

understands Israel's prophetic promises and has sacrificed time and energy to stand in the gap until the 

Lord fulfills His end-time plans.  
 

Although I love our church and think that we have a great church, there is a gap between how we are 

perceived in Africa and how we live in America, between who we are called to be and how we actually walk it 

out, and between our words and our ways, our lips and our lifestyle. To be frank, a similar gap exists in my 

own life. 

f) I always like to wonder what would happen if a Lifeschool graduate from Kenya, Uganda, or Tanzania came 

to our church. Would they be able to see what the Lifeschool teachings look like fully implemented in a 

community of believers or would they see a gap between what we teach and how we live? Would they see a 

congregation who knows, owns, lives, proclaims, and multiplies the Lifeschool message or would they see a 

gap between our reputation in Africa and our reality in America?  

g) These same questions could be applied to our Lifeschool leaders from Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Malawi, 

South Africa, Congo, Burundi, and Rwanda. Is there gap between what is contained in the Lifeschool 

materials they are distributing to pastors under their care and what has been implemented in their 

churches? Does the type of worship that Lifeschool promotes look like the worship in their church? Is their 

church making themselves ready as the bride of Christ, as the Lifeschool materials encourage? Or is there a 

gap between what Lifeschool teaches and how their church lives on a day-to-day basis? 

h) If we want to be overcomers, if we want to be the wife of the Lamb and the Christ-like sons of God who share 

in the full Messianic inheritance, then we have to close the gap between what we teach and how we live, 

between our reputation and our reality, between our lips and our lifestyle. 

III. #2: Complacency 

a) Harry Truman once remarked, "Most people are defeated by their secondary successes."71 What a true 

statement! Many people fall short of their ultimate goal because they attain a level of success and then they 

just cruise to mediocrity.  

b) Alabama head football coach Nick Saban is the perfect example of one who relentlessly fights against 

complacency. Having won his first national championship at Alabama in 2009, it would have been very easy 

to feel satisfied with one title. But no! Saban hardly even smiled after beating the Texas Longhorns 37 to 21 

in the 2009 national championship game. Instead, he began working tirelessly to win more national titles 

and become the best coach in college football history. Because of his relentless pursuit of excellence, Saban's 

teams have won national championships in four of the past seven seasons (2009, 2011, 2012, 2015). This is 

truly a remarkable accomplishment! 

c) Whereas Nick Saban fights relentless against self-satisfaction, the church of Sardis was a different story. Just 

as the city of Sardis grew complacent because of their supposed unconquerable city, the church of Sardis 

grew complacent because of its past participation in a historic move of the Spirit. Like the city that was 
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situated on a plateau, the believers' spiritual condition in Sardis had plateaued and most had no real desire 

to move forward toward the high calling of God. 

d) Looking at various dictionaries, complacency can be defined as a feeling of smug or uncritical satisfaction 

with oneself or one's achievements. In other words, complacency is rooted in pride.  

e) So many believers become complacent because they take pride in how God has used them in the past. 

Maybe they have led hundreds or even thousands to Christ, planted churches that have grown rapidly and 

multiplied, written books, produced anointed albums, received great insight into the mysteries of God, have 

prophesied accurately, or have been used to start a city-wide revival. With such great accomplishments, it 

would be very easy to become complacent and not press toward the high calling of God. Nevertheless, 

Jesus' message to the church of Sardis—and to us—is that we must overcome complacency and taking pride 

in our accomplishments so that we can keep pressing on toward the high calling of God. Complacency will 

always cast us into a deep sleep that will ultimately result in dead works, dead religion, and dead traditions. 

f) Complacency can also set in after we receive a life-changing revelation. Unbeknown to us, a subtle form of 

spiritual pride creeps in because we have unique insight into a doctrine, Scripture, or Spirit-inspired vision of 

the future. Imperceptibly, pride in this newly acquired knowledge begins to form a religious stronghold that 

can actually hinder God from taking us deeper. This results in a state of complacency where we plateau, 

settle, and can even resist the Holy Spirit's gentle nudges as He leads us to greater Christ-like maturity.  

g) This type of complacency has happened several times in my own life and I see it regularly as I observe and 

interact with believers around the world. One area where I have seen this is when people learn to hear God's 

voice. As wonderful as this is, hearing God's voice is not a substitute for regularly studying the Word of God. 

Another example is in the area of spiritual rest. After receiving a true revelation that we are to take Jesus' 

yoke and find rest for our souls and that we are to cease striving and know that He is God, pride in this 

knowledge can slowly creep in, leading us to judge those who are striving by the Holy Spirit's grace to obey 

Jesus' words in the Sermon on the Mount to fast, pray, give, resist sin, and go deeper in God. The true and 

needed revelation of entering into God's rest was taken too far and actually put the person into a deep sleep! 

Some have even entered God's rest to such a degree that they are in spiritual coma. That is why Jesus says to 

the church of Sardis, "Wake up!" (Rev. 3:2). 

h) Pet doctrines such as the end times, revival, grace, prosperity, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, healing, 

deliverance, faith, and church growth can actually hinder us from Jesus Himself! We can never allow our pet 

doctrines to crystallize into a complacency that hinders us from spiritual maturity, intimacy with the Lord, 

and from pursuing the high calling of God. 

i) Never forget that Babylon, with all of its idolatry and immorality, began when the people "found a plain in 

the land of Shinar and settled there" (Gen. 11:2). Spiritual settlers eventually become like the majority of the 

people in Sardis who defiled their wedding garments with various areas of compromise.  

j) Those in retirement might have the greatest temptation to settle. Think about it. How easy would it be for 

those who have worked hard for the past thirty years to kick back and eat the spoils of their hard-earned 

labor? Though the temptation to travel extensively, hit the golf course, and overindulge themselves with the 

grandkids would be strong, those in retirement must fight against complacency. No matter where we are in 

life, we can never settle until Christ has been completely formed within our heart and soul and we have 

fulfilled God's unique call for our life. 

k) Religious activities can also lead to complacency. We can become so satisfied with the activity of prayer that 

we lose sight of the ultimate answer to all of our prayers—an intimate relationship with Jesus. We can 

become so content studying the Word that we fail to connect with the Word Himself. Don't let religious 

activities produce a self-satisfaction in you that keeps you from the Lord. 

 

 



Session 9: Awakening the Bride                                              The Overcomers Class 
 

 

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org        Page 93 
 

IV. #3: Indifference and Apathy 

a) Whereas complacency is self-satisfaction in our past accomplishments, indifference is a lack of interest or 

concern about something or someone. Indifference means that it doesn't make a difference to us because 

we don't consider it important. 

b) For example, if we are indifferent about the government, then we won't vote. If we are indifferent about who 

wins the Super Bowl, then we are neither happy nor sad because of who wins. Basically, if you don't care 

about something, you are indifferent about it. 

c) The church of Sardis was indifferent to their calling as the bride of Christ. We know that because Jesus said, 

"But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in 

white, for they are worthy" (Rev. 3:4). We could easily reverse this statement and say, "But most of the people 

in Sardis have soiled their garments. Though they are saved, they are not worthy to be My wife." What was 

the difference between those who were worthy to be the Lord's wife and those who weren't? Indifference. 

The ones who had kept their garments unstained by the world cared deeply about being a worthy bride for 

Jesus whereas those defiled by compromise and sin didn't really care about this high calling of God. 

d) Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel made several profound statements about indifference, including this: "The 

opposite of love is not hatred, but indifference."72 If you think about it, this makes perfect sense, for when 

you hate someone, you still care. Indifference, on the other hand, is a stone-cold carelessness that renders 

everything under its influence meaningless. 

e) Jesus warned that the love of most people "will grow cold" in the end times (Matt. 24:12). The Greek word for 

"cold" is psychō and it means to "cool by blowing" and is metaphorical for "waning love."73 When something 

wanes, it decreases gradually and imperceptible, like when you blow on hot food so you can eat it. This 

means that unless we are taking radical steps to make Jesus our first love, it is very likely that our heart is 

unknowingly being influenced by indifference. Maybe we haven't yet reached the place where our love has 

grown completely stone-cold, but that is where we are headed unless we make loving Jesus the number one 

priority of our life and schedule time to meet with Him on a regular basis.  

f) Here are some signs that our heart is becoming indifferent toward Jesus: 

1. It doesn't bother us when we don't have the time to spend in the Word, in worship, and in prayer; 

2. It doesn't matter to us if we only understand and own about 10% of what the pastor teaches on Sunday; 

3. It doesn't affect us if we don't feel and experience God's presence in worship; 

4. It doesn't burden us to walk out Monday through Saturday what was taught on Sunday; 

5. It doesn't make a difference to us whether or not we serve the vision of a local church so that Jesus' 

mission can be advanced; 

6. It doesn't matter to us if the high calling of God is the primary vision of our life. 

g) As the old saying goes, "Familiarity breeds contempt." Sometimes when we have extensive knowledge or 

close association with someone or something, we can grow indifferent. When a truth has been frequently 

repeated and there is little evidence that we care about it, it might be a sign that indifference has settled in 

our heart. When we lack response and commitment to what God has been saying to us, it is a sure sign that 

indifference has lodged within us. That is why Jesus told the believers at Sardis, "Remember what you have 

received and heard; and keep it" (Rev. 3:3). Indifference to God's calling makes us forgetful hears rather than 

effectual doers. 

h) Noel Mann from Brisbane, Australia regularly says, "Divine seriousness is the grand master key to making 

progress in God." Divine seriousness doesn't mean that we can't have fun, laugh, smile, and that our face is 

always tense. Rather, divine seriousness means that we tremble at the Word of God and we do whatever it 

takes to obey it! Being an overcomer requires a heavy dose of divine seriousness. 

i) Flowing out of indifference is apathy. When we are uninterested or unconcerned about something, our 

apathy is demonstrated by a lack of enthusiasm, emotion, passion, feeling, or excitement. Jesus told the 
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apathetic believers in Sardis, "You are dead" (Rev. 3:1). Their corporate gatherings were lifeless, their worship 

services were boring and passionless, their response to the Word was like a corpse at a funeral, and their 

obedience was nonexistent. Because the believers in Sardis had grown stone-cold with indifference, apathy 

was the best way to describe their church services and spiritual life.  

j) When apathy has seized our heart, our prayers are nothing more than a liturgy of memorized and empty 

religious phrases, our worship is unenthusiastic and stoic, our punctuality to church decreases, and our 

hearing grows dull to Sunday's sermons. 

V. #4: Carelessness and Negligence 

a) When we lack divine seriousness, we will be careless about obeying the Word, prayer, worship, fulfilling 

Jesus' unique mission for our lives, and walking in holiness. 

b) Because of the high calling of God to be the wife of the Lamb and firstborn sons of God, the writer of 

Hebrews stated, "For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do 

not drift away from it....How will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?" (Heb. 2:1). 

c) Oh how many of us need to "pay much closer attention" to all that we have heard! The believers at Sardis 

had heard the gospel and were probably influenced by the apostle Paul when he was stationed at Ephesus 

for three years. They likely knew about the finished work of the cross, being new creations in Christ, the 

indwelling Holy Spirit, the gifts of the Spirit, their calling as the bride of Christ and mature sons of God, and 

even the eternal honor of ruling and reigning with Christ. Yet Jesus had to rebuke them because they had 

forgotten so much of what they had been taught. He told them to "remember what you have received and 

heard; and keep it" (Rev. 3:3). They had become "a forgetful hearer" rather than "an effectual doer" (James 

1:25). 

d) The believers in Sardis grew careless and negligent with all that the Spirit had spoken to them over their 

history. If in fact the church of Sardis had been in existence for some forty years, the Holy Spirit would have 

revealed a tremendous amount of truth to them. When you factor in the likelihood that Paul, John, or other 

ministers whom they had mentored visited Sardis, the church had probably heard a tremendous amount of 

biblical truth throughout their spiritual journey. When Jesus addressed Sardis, they had grown dull of 

hearing. They had failed to give sufficient attention to all that the Spirit had spoken and revealed to them. 

Their carelessness was marked by a lack of forethought, attention, seriousness, thoroughness, study, and 

obedience.  

e) As the writer of Hebrews revealed, not paying attention to what has been taught is a dangerous habit that 

can lead to spiritual drifting, negligence, hardness of heart, unbelief, and even apostasy (Heb. 3:12). Most of 

the people in Sardis had grown deaf to the Word of God, they had drifted far from their calling, they had 

neglected all that the Spirit had graciously revealed, and their hearts were growing increasingly cold and 

indifferent to the Lord. That is why it seems as if Jesus was screaming to get their attention. They were 

forfeiting their high calling to be His wife for all eternity.  

VI. Wake Up and Watch 

a) Because of the complacency, apathy, indifference, carelessness, and negligence of the believers in Sardis, 

Jesus said to them, "Wake up" (Rev. 3:2). He went further and said, "If you do not wake up, I will come like a 

thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you" (Rev. 3:3). 

b) The parallel between His words to the church of Sardis and the history of the city of Sardis are strikingly clear. 

Just as the people of Sardis grew complacent and careless because they took pride in their impregnable city 

fortress, leading to the conquering of their city because they failed to watch for the enemy, Jesus warned the 

believers in Sardis that if they don't wake up, His coming would be similar to the Persian invasion led by 

Cyrus. That is, instead of overcoming, they will be overcome, and like Esau, they will forfeit the inheritance of 
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the firstborn son. Like a thief who breaks into a house at night while the owners sleep, Jesus' coming will be 

at a time they don't expect and will result in significant eternal loss for those who have not overcome.  

c) The Greek word for "wake up" is grēgoreō and it means "to watch; metaphorically, [to] give strict attention to, 

be cautious, active."74 Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words states that grēgoreō conveys a 

meaning "of vigilance and expectancy as contrasted with laxity and indifference" and that "those who are lax 

and fail to be watchful will suffer loss."75 

d) Grēgoreō is used thirty times in the New Testament and over twenty-five percent of the uses are in an end-

time context. For example, Jesus used grēgoreō in a general way to exhort believers in the end times to wake 

up, be on the alert, and to be ready for His return (Matt. 24:42-43; Mark 13:34-35, 37; Luke 12:37). Jesus also 

used grēgoreō in the parable of the ten virgins to call His bride to be ready for the marriage supper of the 

Lamb (Matt. 25:13). In the final use of grēgoreō toward the end of the book of Revelation, Jesus projected the 

same exhortation He gave to Sardis into an end-time context, warning believers at the end of the age to 

watch and to be ready for His return so that His coming would not be like a thief in the night that results in 

losing eternal rewards. He even connected the bridal wedding garments with staying awake. Whereas in 

Sardis the wedding garments had been defiled, in His warning in Revelation 16:15, falling asleep would 

result in no wedding garments, a spiritual nakedness and shame for living so selfishly and carelessly (Rev. 

16:15). 

e) Jesus also used grēgoreō to exhort His disciples to watch, to pray, and to overcome their weak flesh during 

His temptation in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt. 26:38, 40-41; Mark 14: 34, 37-38). Paul used this word to 

exhort the Ephesian believers to be vigilant against false teachers who would arise and lead people astray 

(Acts 20:31). This word was also used to call people to wake up, to remain alert in prayer, and to be aware of 

spiritual warfare (1 Cor. 16:13; Col. 4:2; 1 Thess. 5:6, 10; 1 Pet. 5:8). 

f) The problem with being asleep is that you don't realize you're asleep until you wake up. If the wise virgins 

who had oil were asleep (Matt. 25:5), there is good reason to believe that many of us are asleep and don't 

even know it! The only way to wake up is to hear the alarm sounding, drag yourself out of bed, and shake off 

the slumber. Like Paul said, "Awake, sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you" (Eph. 

5:14). 

g) In summary, Jesus' warning to Sardis—and to us—is to wake up, to shake off our complacency, apathy, 

indifference, carelessness, and negligence, to embrace divine seriousness, and to then discipline ourselves to 

watch, to remain alert, and to be ready for the Bridegroom's return. 

VII. White Garments 

a) To the one who wakes up and shakes off complacency, apathy, indifference, carelessness, negligence, and 

spiritual slumber, Jesus promised them that they would "be clothed in white garments" and would join the 

remnant in Sardis who had already overcome and had "not soiled their garments" (Rev. 3:4-5). These 

overcomers, in the words of Jesus, would "walk with Me in white, for they are worthy" (Rev. 3:4). Walking with 

Jesus in white is another way of saying that the overcomers will be the Lord's wife for all eternity and will 

participate in the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

b) Let's discuss the white garments that Jesus promises to the overcomers. Revelation 19:7-8 states, "Let us 

rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has 

made herself ready. It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine l inen is the 

righteous acts of the saints." 

c) Notice that "the fine linen" clothing Jesus' wife is "the righteous acts of the saints." The Greek word for 

righteous acts is dikaiōma and means "an act of righteousness, a concrete expression of righteousness."76 

Dikaiōma comes from the Greek word that Paul used to describe our justification by faith in Romans 3-5. 

With this in mind, the "righteous acts of the saints" are what we do with and from our justification.  
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d) This means that we work out what the Holy Spirit has already worked into us. Like Paul said, we are to "work 

out [our] salvation with fear and trembling" (Phil. 2:12). In other words, we work from righteousness not for 

righteousness. We work from love not for love. We work from acceptance not for acceptance. 

e) As a teacher, I am concerned that a message about demonstrating our righteousness by works, even though 

Scriptural and vital, can send believers in the wrong direction if they are not deeply grounded in the 

foundational truths of the gospel. They will go out immediately and try to achieve what they have already 

received in Christ. They will work for approval instead from approval. They will work for righteousness rather 

than from righteousness. They will work for love rather than from love.  

f) Unfortunately, many believers are not ready for Jesus' words in Revelation 2-3 because they barely know all 

that Christ has done for them on the cross and what the Spirit done in them when they were born again. I 

believe that every believer should spend at least one year studying, meditating, and owning the 

foundational truths of the gospel, including imputed righteousness, imparted righteousness, justification by 

faith alone apart from works, who we are as new creations in Christ, the truths about our born-again spirit, 

and the life-changing reality that God the Holy Spirit dwells within us. These are truths that we should study, 

meditate upon, plant into our heart, and pray over until these truths change us and drive everything that we 

do. 

g) Back to Revelation 19:8, notice that the "righteous acts" are in the plural. This signifies a lifestyle of love-

motivated obedience to the full council of God's Word—including the moral Law, the words of Jesus, and 

the writings of the apostles. These righteous acts are our numerous responses of obedience motivated by 

our love for Jesus and empowered by the Holy Spirit's grace. 

h) Looking at the ancient Jewish wedding system during the days of Jesus, a Jewish bride was responsible for 

making her own wedding dress. She would spend hours creating her wedding garments and adorning them 

with beautiful details, stitching them together thread by thread. As she waited for her bridegroom, she 

would inspect her dress carefully for stains or wrinkles. Imagine for a moment how a Jewish bridegroom 

would feel if he showed up to take his bride to the wedding and she did not have on wedding clothes. What 

if she was dressed in normal attire or her wedding garments were only partially complete? He would 

undoubtedly interpret these actions to mean that his bride did not truly love him and didn’t take their 

wedding seriously. Just as brides in ancient Jewish weddings had to make their own wedding dress, our 

response to our justification will be our wedding clothes for all eternity. The righteous acts that we do from 

the gift of imputed and imparted righteousness will be our wedding garments forever. 

i) By the way, I have never met a bride who got ready for her wedding begrudgingly, motivated by fear, 

condemnation, obligation, guilt, and shame. Most brides get ready for their wedding day with incomparable 

joy, bliss, and an excitement that rivals little kids at Christmas. That being the case, why do we as the bride of 

Christ often make ourselves ready with dead religious works that are motivated by condemnation, guilt, and 

shame? 

j) Having white garments is vital because that is how we are admitted into the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

We see this clearly in the parable of the wedding feast (Matt. 22:1-14). This parable describes a father of royal 

lineage giving a wedding feast for his son. The father, who loves his son dearly, was determined to have 

worthy participants at his son’s wedding celebration. Only those who said “yes” to the invitation and 

followed that up with putting on wedding clothes were allowed to participate in the marriage supper of the 

Lamb. Jesus revealed what happens to those who are justified but not fully sanctified when they try to 

participate in the marriage ceremony. The King will say to the improperly clothed dinner guests, "How did 

you come in here without wedding clothes?" (Matt. 22:12). To those whose wedding garments were soiled 

from compromise or who failed to complete their wedding dress due to complacency, apathy, and 

indifference, they will be escorted out of the marriage ceremony because they failed to make themselves 

ready. 

k) Jesus clearly warned us not to have soiled wedding garments that have been defiled by compromise, sin, 

indifference, apathy, and selfish living (Rev. 3:4). He also warned against being naked for failing to do 
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righteous acts (Rev. 3:18; 16:15). Jesus said that those without wedding clothes will have "the shame of [their] 

nakedness" displayed to all the inhabitants of heaven. That is, everyone in heaven will know who lived a 

careless and selfish life on earth.  

VIII. A Worthy Bride 

a) Notice that Jesus said the overcomers in Sardis were "worthy" to "walk with [Him] in white" (Rev. 3:4). That 

means all who overcome the seven areas that Jesus highlighted in Revelation 2-3 are worthy to be His wife 

while all those who don't overcome are not worthy to be His wife, even though they are still saved, loved by 

God, and will spend eternity in heaven.  

b) Let me stop here for a moment and explain something. I know that the word “worthy” can conjure up 

feelings of inadequacy, guilt, or condemnation. Trust me, being in ministry for over 15 years, I know that 

many people struggle with these feelings. To those who feel that way, let me say that the blood of Jesus 

Christ cleanses you from all sin, shame, and guilt. You are greatly loved, sought after, desired, and enjoyed by 

Jesus at all stages of your spiritual journey. Even in our immaturity, weakness, and sin, we are accepted by 

the Lord, for we receive a new righteous status and a new righteous spirit when we put our faith in Jesus and 

what He accomplished for us on the cross. In addition, the Holy Spirit has come to dwell within our spirit and 

He gave us a new heart that has been cleansed from our past defilement, pride, and rebellion. All things 

became new the moment we were born again and we now have confidence to enter into the presence of 

the Lord at any moment. 

c) Nevertheless, God wants our love for Him to mature, for Christ to be fully formed in our heart and soul, and 

for every trace of selfishness to be crucified. The Father will only give His Son a bride who has allowed the 

salvation in her spirit to be fully worked out into her mind, will, emotions, desires, and motives. The wife of 

the Lamb must herself become a lamb—one who is characterized by Jesus' humility, meekness, love, 

servant's heart, and self-sacrifice.  

d) Because there is so much confusion about what it means to be worthy of the Lord and how that fits with the 

gospel of grace, let's spend some time looking at this critical subject. The Greek word that Jesus used for 

"worthy" is axios and it means "having the weight of another thing of like value" or "worth as much" as 

something or someone else.77 It also can mean "befitting, congruous, corresponding to a thing" or "of one 

who has merited anything worthy."78 

e) Think about it this way. We have probably all seen the 5' 11" supermodel dating the 4' 11'' overweight bald 

guy and thought to ourselves, "They don't really match. He must be rich." To us, it seemed like the couple 

was incompatible and inappropriate for one another, even though the man was probably a super nice guy. 

In a similar way, the Father will not give Jesus a wife who is incompatible with Him—one who is pursuing 

other lovers, entangled in the web of Jezebel's deceit, characterized by pride, independence, rebellion, and 

selfishness, and is indifferent, apathetic, and lukewarm toward Him. Even though there are numerous 

believers who fit one or more of the descriptions in this profile and will go to heaven when they die, they are 

not worthy to be the wife of the Lamb. They are simply unsuitable for the worthy One who overcome by 

laying down His life in humble obedience to the Father.  

f) Let's look at some examples of how axios and its derivatives are used to get a better understanding of what 

Jesus was saying to the church of Sardis. Jesus said, "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not 

worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not 

take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me" (Matt. 10:37-38). Jesus clearly laid out three criteria to 

be worthy of Him. These are: 1) We have to love Him more than we love our parents; 2) we have to love Him 

more than we love our children; and 3) we have to love Him more than we love ourselves. To be worthy of 

Jesus, to be His worthy bride, our love for Him must be greater than anyone or anything else. Please 

understand that this is not a qualification for getting saved, for Paul taught that we are justified apart from 

any works, including loving Jesus as our first love. Therefore, being worthy of the Lord is not a qualification 

for salvation, but for overcoming and becoming the bride who has made herself ready.  
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g) Jesus also used axios to describe those who will be married to Him, saying, "The wedding is ready, but those 

who were invited were not worthy" (Matt. 22:8). This obviously means, like we just discussed, that the Lord's 

bride will love Him as her first love above everyone and everything else. She will be an equally-yoked bride 

who has fully overcome. 

h) Paul told the Ephesians, "I implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been 

called" (Eph. 4:1). The calling upon every born-again believer is to be the inheritance of the Father as Christ-

like sons and to be the inheritance of the Son as a worthy bride. So Paul is imploring us to walk in a manner 

that is worthy of this high calling of God. Paul made similar statements to the Colossians and Thessalonians 

(Col. 1:10; 1 Thess. 2:12). 

i) In summary, those who overcome the seven things that Jesus listed in Revelation 2-3 will be worthy of the 

Lord and will receive the incomprehensible honor of being married to Jesus for all eternity and sharing in His 

Messianic inheritance as a firstborn son. 

IX. Approved for the High Calling of God 

a) Though we have mentioned it several times in this class, "the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" is to 

become the inheritance of the Father as Christ-like sons and the inheritance of the Son as a worthy bride 

(Phil. 3:14, KJV). As we have seen quite often in this class, it is scripturally accurate to refer to this high calling 

of God as the worthy bride, the eternal wife of the Lamb, the bride who has made herself ready, firstborn 

sons of God, the overcoming sons of God, and the overcomers. 

b) The high calling of God in Christ Jesus is not something that is automatically given to every believer the 

moment they're born again. Rather, we will either be approved or disapproved for the high calling of God at 

the judgment seat of Christ. Please keep in mind that this approval or disapproval does not determine our 

eternal destination but our eternal destiny. 

c) When Paul was discussing this with the Philippians, he said, "Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid 

hold of it yet [the high calling of God]; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward 

to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 

3:13-14, emphasis mine). Four years before his death—after 28 years of faithful service, including planting 

numerous churches, leading multitudes to salvation, journeying to distant nations, encountering the risen 

and glorified Christ, being taken to heaven, suffering many hardships, and writing much of the New 

Testament—Paul had not grown complacent about the high calling of God. Instead, he was still pressing 

toward it to ensure that he would be approved for this regal and royal calling. 

d) Let's spend some time now looking at this concept of approval and disapproval by looking first at 1 

Corinthians 9:24-27. If you look at the language that Paul used in this passage, he was undoubtedly talking 

about pursuing the high calling of God, just as he did in Philippians 3:7-16. This becomes clear when you 

consider his statement that we will receive an imperishable crown, which is the same crown of life that Jesus 

promised to the overcomers in Smyrna (1 Cor. 9:25; Rev. 2:10).  

e) With the context clearly established that Paul was talking about the high calling of God, consider what he 

said about self-discipline: "I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, 

I myself will not be disqualified" (1 Cor. 9:27). Unfortunately, because the KJV translated "disqualified" as 

"castaway" and because so few have properly understood the high calling of God, many have wrongly 

taught that Paul had to discipline his body so that his eternal salvation would not be in jeopardy. I want to 

say loud and clear that this is not what Paul was talking about. He was not striving to keep his salvation 

secure; rather, he wanted to discipline his body so that he would be approved for the high calling of God at 

the judgment seat of Christ. 

f) The Greek word for "disqualified" is adokimos and means "not standing the test, not approved; unfit for."79 In 

other words, Paul was saying that like an undisciplined runner who loses a race, I will not qualify for the high 

calling of God if I am undisciplined, for I will be deemed unfit to rule and reign with Him at the judgment seat 
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of Christ. Based upon Paul's statement here, it is thoroughly scripturally and in complete agreement with 

God's grace to say, "I want to be qualified for the high calling of God." Or "I want to be approved as a worthy 

bride for Jesus." Or "I don't want to be disqualified from the inheritance of the firstborn son." 

g) Considering that adokimos is a compound word comprised of "a" plus "dokimos" and that the "a" is a 

negative particle that results in an opposite meaning of dokimos, let's look at examples of dokimos and its 

derivatives for a better understanding of what it means to be approved and disapproved for the high calling 

of God. 

h) Dokimos means "accepted, pleasing, acceptable" and was used "particularly of coins and money."80 To 

understand the link between dokimos and money, let's take a moment to look at how ancient money was 

made. The process began by heating metal into liquid, pouring it into a mold, waiting for it to cool, and then 

shaving off the uneven edges. As you might imagine, it was fairly easy for fraudulent money makers to 

whittle more than was necessary in order to keep as much of the precious metal as possible. Because this 

was such a problem, numerous laws were passed to prevent dishonest money makers from taking 

advantage of the system. Though many ancient money makers were shady, there were the rare exceptions. 

These men of integrity would only put genuine, full-weight money into circulation. Such men were called 

dokimos.81 

i) With this in mind, Scripture reveals that at the judgment seat of Christ, God "will test the quality of" our work 

by fire (1 Cor. 3:13). The Greek word for "test" is dokimazō, a derivative of dokimos, and it means "to test, 

examine, prove, to recognize as genuine after examination, to approve, deem worthy."82 Notice the word to 

"deem worthy." The fire of Christ will evaluate our works at the judgment seat to determine if we are worthy 

of being the wife of the Lamb, and then based upon this examination, we will either be approved for the 

high calling of God or disapproved. 

j) James revealed a similar dynamic, but this time, rather than our works being approved, it is the man or the 

woman who will be approved for the high calling of God. James said, "Blessed is a man who perseveres 

under trial; for once he has been approved [dokimos], he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has 

promised to those who love Him" (James 1:12). This evaluation will take place at the judgment seat of Christ, 

and for those who are approved, they will receive the overcomers' "crown of life" reserved for "those who 

love Him." 

k) I hope you see the connection between being approved and being worthy of Jesus. The judgment seat of 

Christ will determine whether or not our works are approved (1 Cor. 3:13) and whether or not who we have 

become is approved for the high calling of God (James 1:12).  

l) In the context of teaching about the marriage supper of the Lamb, Jesus said that "many are called, but few 

are chosen" (Matt. 22:14). Traditionally, Bible teachers have said that the called are all who have been invited 

to be saved and that the chosen are those who have responded to that call and were born again. But when 

you understand the distinction between true believers who overcome and true believers who don't 

overcome, it is far more likely that Jesus was making a distinction among His people. That is, the called are 

every born-again believer who was betrothed to Christ at salvation while the chosen are those who have 

been approved, qualified, and considered worthy to be married to the Lamb for all eternity (2 Cor. 11:2).  

m) The final example of dokimos that we will look at is in Hebrews 12:17, where Esau was "rejected" from 

receiving the inheritance of the firstborn son because he chose to gratify his flesh. The word "rejected" is the 

Greek word apodokimazō, and as you can see, is a derivative of dokimos. This word means "to disapprove, 

reject, repudiate."83 When Esau stood before his father hoping to be approved for the inheritance of the 

firstborn son, Isaac could not approve his request. Though Esau was still Isaac's beloved child, his actions 

disqualified him from receiving the inheritance of the firstborn son. In a similar way, when many of God's 

beloved children stand before the Lord on that day, they will still be cherished and loved as children of their 

Father, but like Esau, they will be disqualified from sharing in the Messianic inheritance of Christ as a firstborn 

son because they lived for themselves. 
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n) In summary, Scripture reveals that the judgment seat of Christ will decide whether we are approved or 

disapproved, qualified or disqualified, and worthy or unworthy of the high calling of God. Put another way, 

every born-again believer is called to be the wife of the Lamb and a firstborn son of God, but only the 

overcomers will be chosen for this incomprehensible privilege. That means the way we live our life right now 

matters immensely! 
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I. The Church of Philadelphia (Rev. 3:7-13) 

a) A twenty-five mile journey southeast from Sardis would bring you to the city of Philadelphia, now the 

modern city of Alasehir located in the Aegean region of Turkey. 

b) Philadelphia’s name, which means "brotherly love," was chosen to honor Attalus II’s loyalty to his older 

brother Eumenes II, who was the king of Lydia.  

c) Philadelphia was an important and wealthy trade center. As the coast cities declined, Philadelphia grew in 

power and retained its importance, even until late Byzantine era. The imperial route from Rome passed 

through Philadelphia, giving it the name “the gateway to the east” and making it an important financial city.  

d) Whereas Sardis and Laodicea received no commendation from the Lord, Philadelphia and Smyrna received 

no correction. And looking at some of the things Jesus said to the Philadelphians, it is apparent that they had 

already overcome. For instance, Jesus said that they "have kept My word, and have not denied My name," 

that they "have kept the word of My perseverance," and that they had already been approved for the 

overcomer's crown (Rev. 3:8, 10-11). Now their great challenge was to remain faithful overcomers until the 

end! 

e) Jesus revealed Himself to the church of Philadelphia as the holy and true One, "who has the key of David, 

who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens" (Rev. 3:7). Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment 

of the Davidic Covenant, the king in David's lineage who will use His authority to rule over all the nations 

during the Millennial Kingdom and the One who uses His authority now to open and shut doors. With the 

key of David, the keys of the kingdom, and the keys of death and Hades in His hand, Jesus opens doors to 

positions of authority in His eternal kingdom for those who overcome, He opens doors of ministry, resources, 

and favor now, He opens spiritual portals of glory where the angels ascend and descend, and He opens the 

prison doors to liberate those who have been unjustly incarcerated (Matt. 16:19; Rev. 1:18; Acts 14:27; 1 Cor. 

16:8-9; 2 Cor. 2:12; Col. 4:3; Acts 12:7-10, 16:27). 

f) Jesus told the Philadelphians, "Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut" (Rev. 3:8). 

Though no one knows for sure what this open door meant for the faithful in Philadelphia, it was likely a 

reference to positions of authority in the Millennial Kingdom and present-day ministry opportunities in their 

community, in other cities, and possibly in other nations. Jesus said that He was opening this door "because 

you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name" (Rev. 3:8). Their faithfulness 

motivated Jesus to open a door for them which no man could shut. 

g) Not only were the churches of Philadelphia and Smyrna the only two churches who didn't receive any 

correction, but these two churches also shared a common enemy—hostile Jews who persecuted them for 

believing that Jesus was the Messiah, that He was fully God, and that He was the fulfillment of Israel's 

covenant promises. Jesus said, "Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are 

Jews and are not, but lie—I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and make them know that I 

have loved you" (Rev. 3:9). As was the case in Smyrna, these Jews were physically from the lineage of 

Abraham, but their unbelief rendered them spiritual sons of the prince of darkness. As such, their meetings 

at the synagogue were energized by demonic powers, which likely meant persecution for the believers in 

Philadelphia. Nevertheless, Jesus promised the overcomers in Philadelphia that these hostile Jews would 

someday bow down at their feet and would know how much Jesus loved them.  

h) Jesus told the overcomers in Philadelphia, "Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will 

keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those 

who dwell on the earth" (Rev. 3:10). Amazingly, this verse is at the center of much debate between Bible 

teachers. Some view this as evidence of a pre-tribulation rapture, others view it as God's promise to 

supernaturally protect His people in Goshen-type cities of refuge during the Great Tribulation, and some 

view it as a conditional promise to the overcomers of a mid-tribulation rapture. Because this will take some 

time to thoroughly discuss, we will talk about this in a later session when we look at Revelation 12. 
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II. Maintaining Our Victory 

a) Not only are we called to overcome all that Jesus stipulated in Revelation 2-3, but we are also exhorted to 

maintain our victory until the end. This could very well be the most challenging admonishment of all! 

Overcoming and then living as an overcomer until Jesus returns requires serious focus, a relentless fight 

against complacency, apathy, and indifference, divine seriousness, and self-discipline. 

b) Having already overcome, the Philadelphians' great challenge was to "hold fast" in the areas where they had 

already conquered (Rev. 3:11). The Greek word for “hold fast” is krateō and it has three categories of 

meaning. The first category relates to having power and means “to be chief, be master of, to rule, to have 

power, be powerful."84 The second category relates to obtaining possession of something and it means "to 

become master of, to obtain, to take hold of, to get possession of, seize."85 The third category relates to 

retaining something already in one's possession and it means "to hold, to hold in the hand, to hold fast, not 

discard or let go, to keep carefully and faithfully, to continue to hold, to retain."86 Since the Philadelphians 

had already conquered, Jesus was basically telling them to use the indwelling Spirit's power to subdue their 

flesh and to live a self-disciplined life so that they could maintain, hold on to, and retain their victory until the 

end. 

c) This admonition to "hold fast" was the Lord's heartfelt appeal to wage a relentless war against complacency, 

apathy, and indifference so they wouldn't forfeit the eternal rewards that they had already been approved to 

receive. If the Philadelphians lost their diligent pursuit of God and their disciplined obedience to His Word, 

Jesus was warning them that they could lose their victor's crown. 

d) Similarly, John said, “Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may be 

rewarded fully” (2 John 8, NIV). To receive the fullest eternal rewards that Jesus offers to the overcomers, not 

only must we overcome, but we must persevere with the same measure of obedience that gave us the 

victory in the first place. We can live a few decades as an overcomer but lose our victory at the end. That is 

why we must finish the race strong. Many start fast and sustain it for years, but they fizzle out at the finish 

line. We have to set a marathon pace that enables us to maintain our victory so that no one can take our 

crown. 

e) Maintaining an overcoming life is a great challenge. If we have already overcome what Jesus prescribed in 

Revelation 2-3, the great temptation is to get complacent, relax, and not press on with the same intensity, 

desire, and focus that we once had. Overcomers don't overcome for one or two years; they must live an 

overcoming lifestyle until the end. The overcomers who will receive the eternal rewards that Jesus offers 

sustain mature obedience for the rest of their lives. 

III. Summarizing the Overcomers' Rewards to Philadelphia 

a) Because the Philadelphians had already overcome, we will spend the majority of our time in this session 

analyzing what Jesus promised to the overcomers in this church when He said, "He who overcomes, I will 

make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the 

name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven 

from My God, and My new name" (Rev. 3:12). 

b) The rewards offered to the overcomers are enumerated below: 

1. "I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore"; 

2. "I will write on him the name of My God"; 

3. "I will write on him...the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of 

heaven from My God"; 

4. "I will write on him...My new name". 
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c) We will break down each of these four rewards one-by-one in a moment, but for now, these rewards can be 

summarized as follows: The overcomers will be marked by God as His inheritance and His priests, enabling them 

to dwell with Him in the holy of holies and to minister to Him in the fullness of His glory forever. 

d) If you observe the trajectory of the Lord's promises to the overcomers in Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, 

you see an awakened bride leading to a priestly bride leading to an enthroned bride. That is, when we wake up 

and overcome complacency, apathy, and indifference, then we will receive white bridal garments that will be 

both our wedding clothes and our admission into the marriage supper of the Lamb. Not only will these white 

garments clothe the bride on her wedding day, they will also be the priestly garments that the bride will 

wear as she ministers to the Lord in the holy of holies for all eternity. Furthermore, because she will be a 

priest in the order of Melchizedek, which means that she will be a priest and a king just like Jesus, she will 

emerge from the holy of holies with kingdom authority to rule and reign over the nations. Thus, the path of 

the Lord's promises in Revelation 3 leads to an awakened bride who is clothed in white garments (Sardis) to a 

priestly bride who ministers in the holy of holies (Philadelphia) to an enthroned bride who rules and reigns 

with kingdom authority over the nations (Laodicea). 

e) Before we discuss these four overcomers' rewards in detail, we first need to lay a foundation that will give us 

greater insight into what Jesus is actually offering to the overcomers. Namely, we need to look at the priestly 

garments, the sons of Zadok, and Jesus' priesthood after the order of Melchizedek. 

IV. The Priestly Garments 

a) Recall from the last session the white wedding garments that are given to those who overcome 

complacency, apathy, and indifference. These wedding clothes are described as garments of "fine linen" 

(Rev. 19:8). This is interesting because the garments of the Old Testament priests were also made of linen, 

which shows that the wedding garments of the bride will also be the priestly garments that she wears when 

she ministers to Him in the holy of holies. 

b) Let's consider a few Old Testament verses that showcase the linen garments that the priests wore whenever 

they ministered to the Lord in the inner court. Exodus 39:27-29 states that "they made the tunics of finely 

woven linen for Aaron and his sons, and the turban of fine linen, and the decorated caps of fine linen, and 

the linen breeches of fine twisted linen, and the sash of fine twisted linen...just as the LORD had commanded 

Moses." 

c) Leviticus stated that "the priest is to put on his linen robe" and that Aaron "shall put on the holy linen tunic, 

and the linen undergarments shall be next to his body, and he shall be girded with the linen sash and attired 

with the linen turban (these are holy garments)" (Lev. 6:10; 16:3-4).  

d) Not only did the Levitical priests wear linen to minster to the Lord, but so did the prophet Samuel, King 

David, and all the worshipers who ministered to the Lord before the ark of the covenant (1 Sam. 2:18; 2 Sam. 

6:14; 1 Chron. 15:27; 2 Chron. 5:12). 

e) Ezekiel's prophecy about a future priesthood and a future temple is even more revealing. Ezekiel said, "It 

shall be that when they enter at the gates of the inner court, they shall be clothed with linen garments; and 

wool shall not be on them while they are ministering in the gates of the inner court and in the house. Linen 

turbans shall be on their heads and linen undergarments shall be on their loins; they shall not gird 

themselves with anything which makes them sweat" (Ezek. 44:17-18). 

f) The wife of the Lamb's bridal and priestly garments will be made of fine linen, containing nothing that would 

make her sweat. This means that no works of the flesh will be allowed in the holy of holies. No religious 

accolades. No positions of prominence. Nothing achieved by willpower, talent, intelligence, ingenuity, 

wealth, political posturing, and social influence. The only thing that we can wear in the holy of holies are 

garments of fine linen, which are the Spirit-inspired, love-motivated, grace-empowered acts of righteousness 

and obedience that come from our initial justification.  
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V. The Sons of Zadok 

a) When Jesus returns, He will build the temple in Jerusalem and establish it as the place of His throne and as 

His dwelling place among the sons of Israel (Ezek. 43:7). Zechariah prophesied about the "man whose name 

is Branch" that He "will branch out from where He is; and He will build the temple of the LORD. Yes, it is He 

who will build the temple of the Lord" (Zech. 6:12-13). Other Messianic prophecies confirm that Jesus is the 

Branch, and as such, He will oversee the construction of the temple during His thousand-year reign on the 

earth. For more information, see Ezekiel 40-48 where nine whole chapters are devoted to explaining the 

Millennial Temple in precise detail. 

b) In the context of describing this future temple, Ezekiel revealed that there was a priesthood within the 

priesthood who would have the privilege of ministering to the Lord in the holy of holies. Notice what Ezekiel 

said to the house of Israel, "But the Levitical priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept charge of My sanctuary 

when the sons of Israel went astray from Me, shall come near to Me to minister to Me" (Ezek. 44:15). These 

faithful sons of Zadok are described as "sanctified," as keeping "My charge," as those "who did not go astray 

when the sons of Israel went astray," and they are contrasted with the unfaithful Levitical priesthood who 

"went astray" (Ezek. 48:11). This Zadok priesthood will receive the incomprehensible honor of ministering to 

Jesus in the holy of holies in the Millennial Temple while the majority of the Levitical priesthood will be 

relegated to the outer court (Ezek. 44:10-14). 

c) So who exactly are these mysterious sons of Zadok who will minister to the Lord in the holy of holies during 

the thousand-year reign of Christ? Let's answer that question by looking at a little Old Testament history. 

During the reign of David, Zadok was the high priest who remained faithful to the king when all of Israel 

went astray and followed after rebellious Absalom (2 Sam. 15). Even though following David was not 

politically expedient and might cost him his life, Zadok chose faithfulness to the Lord and to His anointed 

above self-preservation. Zadok was similar to the overcomers at Smyrna who were faithful unto death and to 

the overcomers in Revelation 12:11 who did not love their lives unto death. In Zadok's mind, it would be 

better to die serving the Lord than to live and be in rebellion against Him. Though the majority of Israel, 

including the unfaithful Levitical priesthood, paid a dear price for following Absalom's rebellious coup, 

Zadok's faithfulness was remembered by the Lord and his sons will be greatly rewarded when Jesus returns. 

d) So who are the sons of Zadok and how do they relate to the overcomers? To answer this question, consider 

what Jesus told the Pharisees when they claimed Abraham as their father. He said to them, "If you are 

Abraham's children, do the deeds of Abraham" (John 8:39). In a similar way, the sons of Zadok are those who 

do the deeds of Zadok. Even when everyone else is going in the opposite direction, the sons of Zadok will do 

what is right and godly no matter the consequences. These sons of Zadok fight relentlessly against all forms 

of compromise, rebellion, lawlessness, and unfaithfulness. With that in mind, "the sons of Zadok" are both 

Zadok's natural sons from the tribe of Levi, Israelites with non-resurrected bodies who will minister as priests 

in the Millennial Temple, and his spiritual sons, the overcomers with resurrected bodies who will be pillars in 

the temple and who will have the new Jerusalem inscribed upon them.  

e) Let's take a moment and look at Ezekiel's prophecy about the natural sons of Zadok during the Millennial 

Kingdom and compare them with the unfaithful Levitical priesthood. Keep in mind that there are numerous 

similarities between the physical sons of Zadok and his spiritual sons, the overcomers. There are also 

parallels between the unfaithful Levite priests with born-again believers who don't overcome. 

f) The unfaithful Levitical priests are described as follows: 

 They went far away from the Lord when Israel went astray (Ezek. 44:10); 

 They will bear the punishment for their iniquity (Ezek. 44:10); 

 Their punishment is a ministry to the people in the outer court rather than a holy-of-holies ministry 

(Ezek. 44:11, 13); 

 They will minister in the outer court of the sanctuary, have oversight at the gates, slaughter the burnt 

offerings, and minister to the people (Ezek. 44:11); 
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 They will be appointed over the temple service and all that is required "to keep the machine running," 

but they will be prohibited from ministering to the Lord as a priest and coming near to any of His holy 

things (Ezek. 44:13). 

g) Contrast this with the faithful sons of Zadok: 

 They shall come near to the Lord to minister to Him, stand before Him, and offer Him the fat and the 

blood (Ezek. 44:15); 

 They shall come near to the Lord's table and keep His charge (Ezek. 44:16); 

 They shall teach God's people the difference between the holy and the profane and train them to 

discern between the unclean and the clean (Ezek. 44:23); 

 They will serve as judges and will settle disputes that arise among God's people (Ezek. 44:24); 

 The Lord will be their inheritance and possession in the land of Israel (Ezek. 44:28). 

h) One additional note about Zadok. His name in Hebrew is Tsadowq and means "righteous."87 Undoubtedly, 

Zadok's character was a perfect reflection of his name, for he was a man of loyalty, faithfulness, principle, 

discernment, holiness, self-sacrifice, humility, and devotion to the Lord. All of his natural and spiritual sons 

will also be characterized by this type of righteousness. 

i) This prophecy will be fulfilled when the Lord returns, builds the temple in Jerusalem, and establishes the 

natural sons of Zadok as His holy-of-holy priesthood and the unfaithful Levites as His outer-court priesthood. 

j) In a minute, I will show how this Ezekiel 44 prophecy is a type and shadow of the promise that the Lord made 

to the overcomers at Philadelphia. 

VI. The Melchizedek Priesthood 

a) Understanding the Melchizedek priesthood also provides insight into the eternal rewards that Jesus offers 

the overcomers at Philadelphia. At first glance, the Melchizedek priesthood might appear irrelevant to your 

destiny, but nothing could be further from the truth. Let's have a quick look at what the Melchizedek 

priesthood is and how it relates to the high calling of God. 

b) Prophesying about the Messiah, David said that He is "a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek" 

(Psa. 110:4). Hundreds of years later, the author of Hebrews applied this Messianic prophecy to Jesus, 

declaring that He has been "designated by God as a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek" (Heb. 

5:10). Since Jesus was from the tribe of Judah and not from the tribe of Levi, this meant Jesus had to establish 

a new order of priests after the order of Melchizedek in the New Covenant. 

c) To keep it simple, the most important thing to realize is that the priesthood of Melchizedek combines the 

two offices of priest and king. Under the Levitical system, the priest and the king were two separate offices. 

But under the Melchizedek priesthood, these two offices have merged together. Zechariah's prophecy about 

the Messiah and His priestly ministry in the Millennial Temple confirms this. Zechariah said, "It is He who will 

build the temple of the LORD, and He who will bear the honor and sit and rule on His throne. Thus, He will be 

a priest on His throne, and the counsel of peace will be between the two offices" (Zech. 6:13). As a priest after 

the order of Melchizedek, Jesus "will be a priest on His throne" and will thus merge "the two offices" of priest 

and king. Even the mysterious figure Melchizedek was "king of Salem" and "priest of the Most High God" 

(Heb. 7:1). 

d) Notice how this dual role of priest-king is reflected in the priesthood of the believer in the book of 

Revelation: 

1. Jesus "has made us kings and priests to His God and Father" (Rev. 1:6, NKJV); 

2. Jesus has "made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth" (Rev. 5:10, NKJV); 

3. We "shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years" (Rev. 20:6, NKJV). 
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e) With this in mind, I want to connect the Melchizedek priesthood with the sons of Zadok by looking at the 

name Melchizedek in the Hebrew, which is the compound word Malkiy-Tsedeq. Malkiy comes from a Hebrew 

word that means "king"88 and tsedeq comes from the same root word, tsadaq, in which Zadok is derived, and 

it means "justice, rightness, righteousness."89 In fact, you can almost see Zadok in the name Melchizedek 

when you hyphenate these two words as such: "Melchi-zedek."  

f) This means that Zadok's spiritual sons, the overcomers, are priests after the order of Melchizedek, who will 

be permitted to dwell with God in the holy of holies, minister directly to Him face-to-face in the fullness of 

His glory, and then emerge with kingdom authority to rule and reign over the nations. 

g) There is an obscure prophecy that is rarely mentioned in the church today, but in all likelihood, it refers to 

Zadok and to the Zadok priesthood comprised of his natural and spiritual sons. This prophecy was given to 

Eli because he tolerated the wicked behavior of his sons Hophni and Phinehas, who selfishly consumed the 

Lord's sacrifices and committed adultery in the tabernacle. Through an unnamed prophetic voice, the Lord 

told Eli that He would judge his family and the corrupt Levitical priesthood (1 Sam. 2:27-34). Following this 

pronouncement of judgment, the Lord offered a ray of hope, saying, "I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest 

who will do according to what is in My heart and in My soul; and I will build him an enduring house, and he 

will walk before My anointed always" (1 Sam. 2:35). Though Eli's family, along with the corrupt Levitical 

priesthood, would come under the Lord's judgment, God promised to raise up "a faithful priest" with a heart 

after God's own heart. Many scholars believe that Zadok was the fulfillment of this prophecy and that his 

"enduring house" means that his natural and spiritual sons would be part of a priesthood that would endure 

forever. This prophecy will be completely fulfilled when Zadok's natural sons from the tribe of Levi minister 

to the Lord in the Millennial Temple and when Zadok's spiritual sons overcome and minister to Him in both 

the heavenly throne room and the earthly Millennial Temple. 

VII. Marked By God As His Inheritance 

a) In explaining the four eternal rewards offered to the overcomers at Philadelphia, it will be easier to 

understand if I deviate a bit from the way Jesus enumerated these rewards and look first at what it means to 

be marked by God as His inheritance. 

b) Jesus said, "He who overcomes...I will write on him the name of My God...and My new name" (Rev. 3:12). 

Though this verse doesn't reveal where the name of the Father and the new name of the Son will be written, 

both Revelation 14:1 and Revelation 22:4 show that God's name will be written on the forehead of the 

overcomers. 

c) What exactly does it mean for the name of the Father and the name of the Son to be written on the forehead 

of those who overcome? The simplest answer is that God has an "inheritance in the saints" and those whom 

He marks on the forehead will be approved and deemed worthy of this lofty position and calling (Eph. 1:18). 

The overcomers become the eternal inheritance of the Father and the Son when God Himself brands the 

name of the Father and the new name of the Son upon their foreheads. 

d) The Father's "inheritance in the saints" are Christ-like sons who are conformed into the image of Jesus (Rom. 

8:16-17; Rom. 8:29; Rom. 8:14). These mature, responsible, and Christ-like sons will be adopted into a 

firstborn son status and will share fully in Christ's Messianic inheritance (Rom. 8:23; Rev. 21:7). These will take 

part in the first resurrection, radiate God's glory like the brightness of the sun, return with Jesus at His second 

coming, vanquish God's enemies, judge the nations, administer God's righteousness and justice in their 

assigned sphere of influence, rule the nations with a rod of iron, and restore the cursed creation (Rev. 20:4-6; 

Matt. 13:43; Rev. 17:14; Rev. 2:26-27; Rom. 8:19-22). 

e) The Son's "inheritance in the saints" is a worthy bride who has made herself ready. This equally-yoked, 

spotless, and glorious bride will be joined to Christ at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb and will be seated 

with Him upon His throne, governing an ever-increasing and ever-expanding kingdom during the 

Millennium and for all eternity (Eph. 5:27; Rev. 19:7-8; Rev. 3:21). She will love Jesus with the Father's very 
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own love and have intimacy with Him in the holy of holies, feasting upon His words in face-to-face 

communion with Him (John 17:26; Rev. 2:17).  

VIII. Marked By God As His Priests 

a) Having seen that God will inscribe His name indelibly upon the foreheads of the overcomers, branding them 

as His very own possession because they made themselves ready for Him, let's look now at the connection 

between being marked by God as His inheritance with being marked by God as His priests. 

b) Revelation 14:1-5 and Revelation 22:3-5 unlock more details about the overcomers who are tattooed with 

God's name on their foreheads. After deciphering both passages, it becomes clear that those who are 

marked by God as His inheritance are also marked by God as His holy-of-holies priesthood. 

c) Let's look first at Revelation 14:1-5. This passage states, 

Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and 

forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads. And I 

heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and 

the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps. And they sang a new 

song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one could learn 

the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth. 

These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste. 

These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from 

among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb. And no lie was found in their mouth; they are 

blameless.  

d) Like almost every verse in the book of Revelation, this passage is hotly debated among Bible scholars. The 

two most prominent views are: 

1. View #1: The passage describes the 144,000 Israelites marked by God in Revelation 7:1-8, whom God will 

sovereignly protect during the Great Tribulation. These survivors of Israel will then rebuild and 

reestablish Israel in the Millennial Kingdom when Jesus returns. With this in mind, Revelation 14:1-5 

shows the remnant of Israel with Jesus on Mount Zion in the city of Jerusalem after the second coming. 

This interpretation is confirmed when you place it side-by-side with Zephaniah 3:11-20 and observe how 

similar the language is between these two prophecies. 

2. View #2: The passage describes the first-fruits of God's inheritance of overcomers at the midpoint of the 

tribulation. The promise that God made to the overcomers at Philadelphia, where He pledged to write 

His name upon their foreheads, is partially fulfilled here in the first-fruits harvest of overcoming sons. 

This holy and sanctified remnant are priests in the order of Melchizedek and are the spiritual sons of 

Zadok. This priesthood will minister to the Father and the Son in the holy of holies as throne-room 

worshipers on Mount Zion in heaven (Heb. 12:22). 

e) The obvious temptation is to see the peculiar number of 144,000 and immediately connect it with the first 

and only other mention of this number in Revelation 7:1-8. Although at first glance this seems to make View 

#1 the obvious answer, there are some weaknesses to View #1 that need to be carefully considered. These 

weaknesses are: 

1. The song that these 144,000 sing come from heaven rather than earth.  

Notice the italicized phrases from verses 2-3: "And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many 

waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists 

playing on their harps. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures 

and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had 

been purchased from the earth." Just so that it's clear, I will separate the italicized words and restate them 

again with quotes. John "heard a voice from heaven" and "the voice which [he] heard was like the sound 
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of harpists playing on their harps." Clearly, this worship is taking place in heaven rather than on the 

earth, which seems to make View #1 untenable. To get around this obstacle, the proponents of View #1 

claim that the 144,000 Israelites on the earth are being instructed in this new song by the worshipers in 

heaven. The problem, however, is that the text explicitly says that "no one could learn the song except 

the one hundred and forty-four thousand." That would include the heavenly worshipers who were 

supposedly training the 144,000 Israelites on the earth. To claim that heavenly worshipers are training 

earthly worshipers is reading into the text what it simply does not say. Since the only group of 

worshipers who can learn this song are the 144,000 and because the worship is clearly coming from 

heaven and not from the earth, this makes View #1 virtually impossible.  

2. The first-fruits harvest of Revelation 14:1-5 will be reaped "among men" rather than among the Israelites. 

Notice that the first-fruits harvest will be "purchased from the earth" and "from among men" (Rev. 14:3-

4). If the 144,000 in Revelation 14:1-5 are Israelites, then this would be the first-fruits harvest from every 

tribe of the sons of Israel rather than the general description that the passage provides of "from the 

earth" and "among men." When the 144,000 Israelites are marked for preservation during the Great 

Tribulation in Revelation 7:1-8, the text explicitly states that this remnant is "from every tribe of the sons 

of Israel" (Rev. 7:4). Given the precedent already set in Revelation 7:1-8, it seems more likely that if 

Revelation 14:1-5 were describing the harvest among the twelve tribes of Israel, it would have stated 

something like this instead: "The one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from 

among the sons of Israel....these have been purchased from among the twelve tribes of Israel as first 

fruits to God and to the Lamb." Because the text doesn't say something similar to that, it is far more likely 

that the 144,000 in Revelation 14:1-5 are describing the first-fruits harvest of overcomers rather than of 

the Israelites in the Millennial Kingdom. 

3. Revelation 14:1 confirms the promise to the overcomers in Philadelphia. 

The third consideration is that Revelation 14:1 confirms the eternal reward that Jesus made to the 

overcomers at Philadelphia. Namely, as Revelation 14:1 states, this remnant will have "His name [the 

Lamb] and the name of His Father written on their foreheads" (emphasis mine). Compare this to what 

Jesus said to the Philadelphians: "He who overcomes...I will write on him the name of My God...and My 

new name" (Rev. 3:12). Revelation 14:1-5, therefore, seems to be describing the first-fruits of the end-

time harvest of overcomers who will be the Father and the Son's inheritance rather than the first-fruits 

harvest of Israelite believers. 

f) One final comment about Revelation 14:1-5. Seeing that View #2 is the more likely way to interpret this 

passage, we have to quickly answer whether the number 144,000 is literal or symbolic. As stated in Session 2, 

the book of Revelation is meant to be interpreted literally unless the context indicates otherwise. Having said 

that, there is good reason to doubt the literal meaning of the number 144,000. These reasons are listed 

below: 

1. God would not call all of His people to overcome and then hinder them from overcoming when the number 

hit 144,000. 

It would be unthinkable for Jesus, after pleading with all of His people to overcome in Revelation 2-3, to 

stop supplying the required grace to overcome once the magical number of 144,000 was reached. I 

mean, can you really imagine the Lord counting those who have overcome, saying something like, 

"143,998...143,999...144,000! Ok, Gabriel, we've hit the magical number. Don't let any more of My people 

overcome!" Surely this is not the way the Lord operates. His invitation to overcome has been extended 

to all of His people, not to a special elect few. 

2. The symbolic meaning of the number 144,000 makes a striking statement. 

If you multiply 12 x 12 x 1,000, you get the peculiar number of 144,000. As Bible scholars universally 

agree, the number 12 symbolizes government since there were 12 tribes of Israel and 12 apostles of the 
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Lamb. The number 1,000 is also significant because this is how long Jesus will rule the nations from 

Jerusalem during the Millennial Kingdom (Rev. 20:2-7). When you put all of this together, the number 

144,000 likely symbolizes the remnant who will have Zion-governmental authority during the Millennial 

Kingdom. This would apply to the 144,000 Israelites and the 144,000 overcomers, headquartered in the 

city of Jerusalem during the Millennial Kingdom, who will rule the nations from this city for a thousand 

years. It's quite possible that the number 144,000 could represent a few million of God's people who pay 

the price to overcome.   

g) With all of this in mind, Revelation 14:1-5 is likely describing the first-fruits harvest of the many sons who will 

be brought to glory (Heb. 2:10). This holy remnant will stand in the highest levels of glory as priests in the 

order of Melchizedek, and as spiritual sons of Zadok, they will sing exclusive songs of intimate worship that 

minister directly to the Lamb and to their heavenly Father. These worshiping priests in the order of 

Melchizedek will not only bless the Father and the Son deeply from their throne-room worship, but they will 

also emerge from the holy of holies with Zion-governmental authority to rule the nations with a rod of iron. 

h) The next passage that showcases the overcomers with God's name written on their foreheads is found in 

Revelation 22:3-4. This passage states, "The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-

servants will serve Him; they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads" (Rev. 22:3-4). This 

passage is describing the new Jerusalem in the eternal ages, after the Millennial Kingdom. The interesting 

thing to observe is that the overcomers will have "His name...on their foreheads," they "will see His face," and 

they "will serve Him." The Greek word for "serve" is latreuō and it means "to serve, minister to, to worship."90 

Once again, we see the connection between those who have been marked as God's inheritance with His 

holy-of-holies priesthood, who ministers directly to Him in the fullness of His blazing glory and holiness. 

i) Just as the Levitical priests did not have an inheritance in the land of Israel because the Lord was their 

inheritance, the primary inheritance of the spiritual sons of Zadok will be God the Father and God the Son 

(Num. 18:20; Deut. 18:1-2). This Melchizedek priesthood will have unhindered access to the Father and the 

Son in the holy of holies to minister to Him at any moment. 

IX. Pillars in the Temple 

a) With the groundwork laid, we are now ready to discuss what it means to be pillars in the temple. Jesus said, 

"He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore" 

(Rev. 3:12). 

b) Let's consider for a moment what it means to be a "pillar." Since a pillar bears the weight of a building and 

signifies stability, firmness, beauty, permanence, and importance, being a “pillar in the temple” is to have a 

special position of honor, authority, and responsibility in God’s throne room during the Millennial Kingdom.  

c) Now let's answer the question of whether Jesus is referring to the temple in heaven or the Millennial Temple 

that He will build after His second coming? Before answering this question, one thing to keep in mind is that 

the present heavenly temple will not be reestablished when the Lord creates the new heaven and the new 

earth after the Millennium (Rev. 21:1). John noted that there is "no temple in" the new Jerusalem, for "the 

Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple" (Rev. 21:22). This means the present heavenly temple 

will continue until the end of Jesus' millennial reign. 

d) With that in mind, let me quickly summarize the most likely meaning of being a pillar in the temple: 

The overcomers will return with Jesus, but they will also have the ability to ascend to heaven and 

descend from heaven during the Millennial Kingdom since their resurrection bodies will be "like the 

angels" (Rev. 17:14; Luke 20:36). In addition, the overcomers will have anytime access to the holy of 

holies in the Millennial Temple to minister to Jesus their Bridegroom King. Therefore, the 

overcomers will have the privilege of ministering to the Father in the holy of holies of the heavenly 

temple and in the holy of holies of the earthly temple. In addition, since the overcomers will be 
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priests after the order of Melchizedek, they will emerge from the holy of holies with Zion-

governmental authority to rule over the cities and nations in which they have been assigned. 

e) Because the earthly temple during the Millennial Kingdom will be the most holy, honored, and desired place 

on earth because Jesus will set His throne in this temple and rule the nations from here, being a pillar in this 

temple means the overcomers will have a special position of honor, privilege, and importance during the 

earthly reign of Christ (Ezek. 40-48). 

f) One final note. The phrase "he will not go out from it anymore" doesn't mean the overcomers never leave 

the throne room, for we know that they will rule over cities and nations and will in all likelihood need to be 

present on many occasions to administer God's kingdom rule. More than likely, this phrase is emphasizing 

that the holy of holies will be the permanent dwelling place of the overcomers forever—from the moment 

they die, during the Millennial Kingdom, and throughout the endless ages of eternity. 

X. Branded With the New Jerusalem 

a) The last part of the promise that we will look at concerns the new Jerusalem, which doesn't appear on the 

scene until after the Millennial Kingdom. Jesus said, "He who overcomes...I will write on him...the name of the 

city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God" (Rev. 3:12). 

b) The overcomers are marked by God to be His inheritance, to be His priests, and they are branded with the 

new Jerusalem. So what does this mean to be branded with the new Jerusalem? 

c) Before answering this question, let's establish a little background. After the Millennial reign of Christ, John 

saw "a great white throne and Him who sat on it" (Rev. 20:11, NKJV). There is a debate about whether this is 

God the Father or God the Son sitting on the throne. But regardless of which member of the Trinity it is, 

notice that it says, "From whose face the earth and the heaven fled away" (Rev. 20:11, NKJV). Why does God's 

face all of a sudden cause the earth and heaven to flee away? If this is Jesus sitting on the throne, does this 

mean that He has kept the glory of His face veiled so that He could interact with people without incinerating 

them? Or if this is the Father, does this mean that God the Father, for the first time in history, unveils the 

glory of His face to creation? Whatever this means exactly, the point is that the unveiling of God's face is so 

dramatic and the glory from His countenance is so intense, it sends heaven and earth into an unrecoverable 

tailspin. The Greek word for "flee away" means "seek safety by flight, to feel something abhorrent, to be 

saved by flight, to escape safely out of danger, vanish."91 Do you feel the intense implications here? Heaven 

and earth cannot handle the intensity of God's glory beaming from His unveiled face, and figuratively 

speaking, heaven and earth flee away like an animal in flight-mode running for its life. The intensity of God's 

glorious face unveiled to creation is too much for the present heaven and earth to handle, so God must 

create a new heaven and a new earth that can sustain the age of His unveiled face. 

d) Now here is where the new Jerusalem comes into the picture. Revelation 22:3-4 states that "His bond-

servants...will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads" as they minister to the Lord in the new 

Jerusalem. Do you see how all of the dots are connecting? The promise made to the overcomers at 

Philadelphia is that for the endless ages of eternity, these spiritual sons of Zadok will somehow have the 

capacity in their resurrected and glorified bodies to see the unveiled face of God and not be incinerated! 

Here in the new Jerusalem, these priests after the order of Melchizedek will "serve Him" face-to-face in the 

most intimate communion and fellowship imaginable. What a beautiful promise to have the new Jerusalem 

tattooed upon us! 

e) Meditating upon the vast dimensions of the new Jerusalem reveals that this city is in all likelihood the holy of 

holies of the new heaven and the new earth. Let's consider this proposition for a moment. Hebrews states 

that the earthly tabernacle and temple were "a copy and shadow of the heavenly" (Heb. 8:5). That is why God 

commanded Moses to make the earthly tabernacle exactly like the pattern he was shown on the mountain, 

for he was making a replica of the heavenly temple (Heb. 8:5). Reading through the book of Revelation and 

other accounts where men of God were transported to heaven, you see that both the tabernacle of Moses 

and the temple of Solomon were patterned after the heavenly temple (Rev. 4:5; 8:3; 11:19; Isa. 6:6). Hebrews 
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9:11 even says that Christ "entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 

that is to say, not of this creation." Based upon this information, we know with certainty that the present 

heavenly temple is like Moses' tabernacle and Solomon's temple, and more than likely, the new heaven, the 

new earth, and the new Jerusalem will also be constructed following a similar blueprint.  

f) With this in mind, let's consider the dimensions of the new Jerusalem. Revelation 21:16 states, "The city is laid 

out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen 

hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal." The new Jerusalem will be a perfect square with 

each side measuring 1,500 miles. If you were to take these measurements and project them onto a map of 

the United States with the bottom right corner of the square in Jacksonville, Florida, and you were then to 

get into a commercial airline and fly the exterior border of the square, this would be your itinerary. You 

would leave Jacksonville, Florida and fly five hours north to Toronto, Canada. From there you would fly 

another five hours west to the center of South Dakota. Leaving South Dakota and flying south, you would 

arrive in San Antonio, Texas five hours later. And finally, travelling back to your original destination of 

Jacksonville, Florida, it would take you another five hours. In total, it would take you 20 hours to traverse the 

1,500 mile square. Now that is a massive city! Just so my African friends can relate, if you were to put the 

bottom right of the square in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, the top right of the square would be somewhere in 

the middle of Ethiopia, the top left of the square near the border of Chad and the Central African Republic, 

and the bottom left of the square near the border of Congo and Angola. 

g) Now let's consider the height of the city. Commercial airlines fly at about 37,000 feet, which is approximately 

7 miles high. The height of the new Jerusalem would be over 200 times higher than this. So you would have 

to get into some type of a spaceship to travel to the top of this city! 

h) What's even more amazing than the vast dimensions of this city is what these cubic measurements point to. 

The holy of holies in Moses' tabernacle was a perfect cube that measured 10 cubits wide by 10 cubits long by 

10 cubits high.92 In similar way, the holy of holies in Solomon's temple was also a perfect cube of 20 cubits 

wide by 20 cubits long by 20 cubits high (1 Kings 6:20). Seeing that God's pattern has always been to have 

the holy of holies shaped as a cube and that the dimensions of the new Jerusalem will also form a cube, it is 

appears that the entire city of the new Jerusalem is the holy of holies of the new heaven and the new earth. 

This is confirmed by the fact that both God the Father and God the Son will dwell in this city, where His 

bondservants will minister to Him as priests. Perhaps the reason why this holy-of-holies city is so vast is 

because of the intensity of God's glory from His unveiled face. Maybe this was the smallest He could make 

the city without it bursting at the seams from the concentrated radiance of His glorious and beautiful face. 

i) So back to our original question of what does it mean to have the new Jerusalem branded upon us? It means 

that only those who overcome what Jesus specified in Revelation 2-3 will be allowed to dwell in this eternal 

city. I know this statement might be shocking news to you, especially if you have never heard of this concept. 

But when you carefully examine the Bible, this certainly appears to be what the Scriptures teach. Let's spend 

some time now looking at several reasons why only the overcomers will dwell in the new Jerusalem. 

XI. Five Reasons Why Only the Overcomers Will Dwell in the New Jerusalem 

1. The promise of the new Jerusalem is only made to the overcomers. 

Revelation 2-3 makes it clear that the overcomers will posses rewards that other born-again believers who 

didn't pay the price to overcome won't receive. These include eating from the tree of life, being crowned 

with the crown of life, partaking of the hidden manna in the holy of holies, receiving a white stone with a 

new name written on it, having authority on earth and in the heavens, being clothed in white wedding 

garments, being marked as God's inheritance and His priest, and sitting down on the throne to rule the 

nations in partnership with Christ. Seeing the distinction between the overcomers and the non-overcomers 

and that Jesus specifically said that the overcomers in Philadelphia would be marked for the new Jerusalem, 

it certainly appears that only the overcomers will dwell in the new Jerusalem for the endless ages of eternity. 
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2. Only God's bondservants are worshiping before the throne in the new Jerusalem. 

Only the overcomers will minister to the Lord face-to-face in the new Jerusalem. We know this because John 

specifically described these holy-of-holies worshipers as having "His name...on their foreheads," which aligns 

with the promise Jesus made to the overcomers in Philadelphia (Rev. 22:4). Seeing this, consider also that 

John referred to these overcomers as the "bonds-servants" of the Lord (Rev. 22:3).  

To claim that every born-again believer is automatically a bondservant of the Lord is an untenable position 

when you examine bondservants in the Bible. For instance, under the Mosaic Law, a slave was liberated from 

the yoke of slavery after serving for six years (Exod. 21:2). At this time, the slave could choose freedom or to 

be a slave for life if he loved his master deeply (Exod. 21:5-6). With this in mind, bondservants of the Lord are 

those who have been liberated from the penalty and power of sin, but rather than living for themselves, they 

voluntarily submit their entire life to obeying their Master, the Lord Jesus Christ. Bondservants are people of 

the cross who have been crucified to the world and the world crucified to them (Gal. 6:14). Bondservants are 

also committed to radical obedience and absolute submission to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. One of the 

best descriptions of a bondservant is that they "follow the Lamb wherever He goes" (Rev. 14:4). Their life is His 

life. This certainly does not describe most born-again believers today, but it does characterize the 

overcomers, for these men and women are truly bondservants of the Lord who have so resigned their will to 

the cross that radical obedience to the Word and to the voice of God defines who they are and how they live. 

3. It is impossible to separate the new Jerusalem from the bride of Christ. 

John said, "I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride 

adorned for her husband" (Rev. 21:2). Even though this city is a literal city, it is almost impossible to separate 

it from the people who make up this city, the worthy bride of the Lamb. You can think of this city as the 

Lord's wedding gift to His bride. Robert Thomas in his commentary on Revelation wrote, "The figure of a 

bride-city captures two characteristics of the new Jerusalem: God’s personal relationship with His people (i.e., 

the bride) and the life of the people in communion with Him (i.e., the city, with its social connotations)."93 In 

other words, the social-life of this bridal city flows out of deep love, including God's love for God, God's love 

for the bride, the bride's love for God, and the bride's love for one another. The people who make up the 

bride and the people who make up the city are the same people. It's simply impossible to separate the new 

Jerusalem from the bride of Christ. And, as you have seen throughout this class, every believer has been 

betrothed to Jesus as a bride, but not every believer will make themselves ready to be His eternal wife (2 Cor. 

11:2; Rev. 19:7-8). Numerous other Scriptures confirm that not every born-again believer will make 

themselves ready to be the wife of the Lamb, including the parable of the marriage feast, the parable of the 

ten virgins, and Jesus' words to Sardis and Laodicea (Matt. 22:1-14; Matt. 25:1-13; Rev. 3:1-6,14-22). Therefore, 

only the bride who has made herself ready will dwell in this bridal city, the new Jerusalem. 

4. After close examination of Revelation 20-22, there are clearly saved people who don't dwell in the new Jerusalem. 

Consider for a moment that by the time the new heaven and the new earth are created and the new 

Jerusalem comes down, all who were not born again would have already been cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 

20:11-15). With that in mind, after the new heaven and the new earth have been created and the new 

Jerusalem has come down, look at this description of the new Jerusalem: 

The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. In the 

daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed; and they will bring the glory 

and the honor of the nations into it; and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination 

and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life 

(Rev. 21:24-27). 

The point is there are born-again believers in the new earth and the new heaven who will go in and out of 

the new Jerusalem, but they will not live there. They will have access to this city because their "names are 

written in the Lamb's book of life," but the new Jerusalem is not their home. They will either live in the new 

earth or in the new heaven.   
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5. Only the overcomers dwelling in the new Jerusalem aligns with Jesus' teaching about the "outer darkness." 

Consider what Jesus taught in the parable of the talents. Jesus said that He gave talents to "his own slaves 

and entrusted his possessions to them" (Matt. 25:14). Since Jesus referred to all three slaves as "his own," this 

means that each of them were born again. Nevertheless, the unfaithful slave who buried his talent was 

escorted "hand and foot" and thrown "into the outer darkness," where "there will be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth" (Matt. 22:13). Baffled about the idea of "outer darkness" in heaven, some teachers try to explain this 

away by saying the unfaithful slave, by his actions, proved that he was not truly born again. But Jesus' own 

words destroy that argument, for He clearly called all three of them "his own slaves." Each of these slaves 

belonged to Him because they were justified by His blood and regenerated by His Spirit. Other Bible 

teachers claim that the lazy slave who buried His talent lost his salvation for His unfaithfulness. But that is not 

a very convincing argument either. Can a true believer lose their salvation for not using the gifts and talents 

God entrusted to them? Because there is not comprehensive scriptural support for this argument, I don't 

think so. 

The best way to interpret the "outer darkness" is to view it as the outer court of heaven's tabernacle. Michael 

Huber from Dallas Theological Seminary, in his article The Concept of the Outer Darkness, said, "The term 

'outer darkness' appears nowhere else in the New Testament outside of the three verses mentioned 

(Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 25:30). However, it does occur 20 times in the Septuagint version of the Bible [the 

Hebrew Old Testament translated into Greek] and it's always in relation to Ezekiel's Temple or God" (emphasis 

mine).94 Huber continued, "Most significantly, the term is used 15 times in Ezekiel to describe the Outer Court 

of the temple (10:5; 40:19-20; 41:15,17; 42:1,3,6,7,8,9; 44:19; 46:20-21). It may be noteworthy, considering the 

eschatological imagery of the subject of the parable that the dominant use of the term is in relation to the 

Millennial Temple (emphasis mine)."95  

Here is what this means in practical terms. To us twenty-first-century westerners, the term "outer darkness" is 

perplexing and unnerving. But this was not the case for Jesus' Jewish audience, who were intimately 

acquainted with the tabernacle and temple. They would have basically heard Jesus say, "Take the unfaithful 

slave who buried his talent and send him to the outer court." Jesus' Jewish audience would have 

immediately connected this statement with the outer court of the temple. Also keep in mind that the phrase 

"outer darkness" is only used in the Gospel of Matthew, a book that most Bible scholars believe was written 

primarily for a Jewish audience, confirmed by the numerous quotes of Old Testament prophecy. In all 

likelihood, Matthew decided to use the phrase "outer darkness" three times in his gospel because he knew 

that his Jewish audience would understand its meaning without further explanation. 

In the parable of the marriage feast, Jesus also taught about the "outer darkness," saying that the man who 

was not dressed in wedding garments, which we know are the bridal and priestly garments of fine linen, 

would be thrown "into the outer darkness" where "there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth" (Matt. 

22:13). Now put yourself in the Jewish audience when Jesus told this parable. Knowing what we now know 

about the Zadok priesthood, the priestly garments of fine linen, and the outer darkness as a synonymous 

term for the outer court of the temple, can you see the clear statement that Jesus was making? He was 

basically saying, "Those who are justified but not sanctified will be saved, but they will spend eternity in the 

outer court of heaven's tabernacle."  

Not only must the bride make her own wedding dress, but in so doing, she is also making her priestly 

garments that are mandatory for holy-of-holies ministry to the Lord. All who neglect this vital requirement 

for priestly ministry will not be allowed into the throne-room to minister to the Lord. They will be like the 

unfaithful Levitical priesthood from Ezekiel 44, who are allowed to minister to the people in the outer court, 

but are unable to minister to the Lord in the holy of holies. Only the spiritual sons of Zadok, who remain 

faithful to the Lord, who overcome what Jesus stipulated in Revelation 2-3, and who work out the salvation 

in their spirit into their heart and soul, will have the priestly garments of fine linen that grants them 

admittance into the holy of holies for all eternity. 

With everything considered, the overcomers will dwell in the holy of holies of the new heaven and new 

earth, which is the new Jerusalem. Those who don't overcome will be still be saved, but they will be 
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relegated to the outer court for all eternity. That is one reason why both Jesus and the author of Hebrews 

exhorted us to pursue holiness, for without it, we will not see the face of the Lord (Matt. 5:8; Heb. 12:14). 
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I. The Church of Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-22) 

a) Jesus' final and most severe message was to the church of Laodicea, located in a wealthy city, likely the 

wealthiest of all the seven cities. The city of Laodicea was so wealthy that following a devastating earthquake 

in A.D. 60, they didn't have to ask Rome for any financial aid to rebuild. 

b) Three likely factors contributed to Laodicea's wealth. First, the city manufactured a widely sought after soft 

wool that was glossy black in color. This wool was woven into garments for local use and export trade. 

Second, the city was home to a famous school of medicine, where the physicians developed a well-known 

salve that cured eye disease. Third, its location at an important travel intersection made it a great commercial 

and financial center. In summary, commerce, manufacturing, and medicine combined to make Laodicea a 

wealthy city with many wealthy citizens. 

c) The name Laodicea combines the two Greek words laos ("people") and dikao ("rule"), conveying the sense 

that "the people rule." Living up to its name, the humanistic culture of Laodicea produced a people who 

were self-sufficient, self-satisfied, and proud.  

d) Ironically, the city was not self-sufficient at all, for the surrounding mountains, though seemingly ideal for 

defending the city from outside attack, made them wholly dependent on outside sources of water and thus 

vulnerable to their enemies, who could easily tamper with their external water supply.  

e) Whereas Smyrna and Philadelphia were the only two churches who didn't receive any correction, Sardis and 

Laodicea didn't receive any praise. Though He loved them deeply, Jesus simply had nothing good to say 

about them. 

II. Lukewarm Christianity 

a) Jesus told the Laodiceans, "I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or 

hot. So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth" (Rev. 3:15-16). 

b) With this statement, Jesus was undoubtedly referring to the tepid drinking water in Laodicea. To understand 

His statement, you first have to know a little background information about Laodicea's water supply. 

Laodicea was located between the two major cities of Hierapolis and Colossae. Hierapolis, located six miles 

from Laodicea, was well-known for having hot springs. As the hot, mineral-laden waters traveled through the 

aqueducts to Laodicea, it would gradually lose some of its heat, until it arrived in Laodicea lukewarm with its 

medicinal value weakened. On the other hand, in the city of Colossae some eleven miles east, the water was 

cold and refreshing. The main point is that the hot temperature of the water in Hierapolis provided medicinal 

value, the cold temperature of the water in Colossae brought refreshment, but the tepid drinking water in 

Laodicea was almost sickening to drink on either a hot or cold day.  

c) There is a small debate about whether Jesus was talking about the Laodiceans' spiritual temperature or their 

spiritual barrenness. The argument revolves around whether Jesus would truly prefer cold, agnostic, lawless, 

rebellious, proud unbelievers to tepid, lukewarm, self-satisfied, indifferent believers. Those who claim that 

Jesus was referring to spiritual barrenness argue that the Laodiceans were neither providing spiritual 

refreshment to the thirsty, portrayed through the imagery of cold water from Colossae, nor healing to the 

spiritually sick, portrayed through the imagery of the hot springs from Hierapolis. As the argument goes, the 

church at Laodicea was simply ineffective and thus distasteful to the Lord. 

d) Although this is an interesting argument, Jesus settled the debate for us when He said to the Laodiceans, "Be 

zealous and repent" (Rev. 3:19). Since the word "zealous" is derived from the primary word zeō, and this word 

means "to boil with heat, be hot" and is "used of water," it's clear that Jesus was alluding to spiritual 

temperature rather than to spiritual barrenness.96 By this statement, Jesus is basically saying, "Burn for Me 

like the hot springs of Hierapolis and don't be cold like the waters of Colossae." 
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e) If you drink coffee, you can relate to how unsavory a lukewarm temperature can be. On a cold winter 

morning, we want our coffee nice and hot. On a hot summer day, we might prefer a nice glass of ice coffee. 

But lukewarm coffee is never tasty. In the same way, nothing but red-hot passion for God will ever satisfy 

Him. 

f) If you have ever had a stomach bug that made you throw up for a few hours or a few days, you likely get 

nauseous when you think about some of the food that made you vomit. For example, if you ate pizza and 

then a few hours later puked it up, the smell of pizza might make your stomach hurt a few weeks or even a 

few months later. Or you might hate certain foods so much that the very smell of it makes your stomach 

queasy. This is the way Jesus feels about us when we are lukewarm. Though He loves us deeply, our 

indifference makes Him nauseous and even sick. Jesus told the lukewarm Laodiceans that "I will spit you out 

of My mouth" unless you repent. Just as we vomit out what is poisoning our body, Jesus vomits out the 

lukewarm who are poisoning His bride. 

g) This is a staggering thought, but Jesus hates lukewarm Christianity so much that, in some sense, He would 

rather us be cold-hearted, narcissistic, proud, rebellious, and lawless than indifferent, half-hearted, 

complacent, apathetic, passive, self-satisfied, and self-sufficient. Why would He possibly prefer that? The 

answer is simple. Those who are cold-hearted, sin-plagued, and self-absorbed usually know deep down that 

they have a real problem. The self-satisfied believer, on the other hand, is greatly deceived and oblivious to 

their pride, self-love, and indifference because it is masqueraded by all their religious activity, Christian 

jargon, and church attendance. Self-deceived people can be much harder to deal with than stone-cold 

rebels. 

h) Some have taken Jesus' severe words to mean that the unrepentant Laodiceans would lose their salvation. 

But that is probably not what He meant. Instead, Jesus was likely referring Leviticus 18:24-28, where the land 

vomits out the inhabitants who defile it with various abominations. The point that Jesus was making to the 

Laodiceans and to us is this: "If you don't overcome lukewarmness, then like the land of Israel that vomits out 

its inhabitants so that they lose their inheritance, I will likewise vomit you out of your eternal inheritance." 

The idea is that tepid, passionless, indifferent Christians will forfeit their eternal rewards.  

i) The definition of lukewarm is "moderately warm; tepid; having or showing little ardor, zeal, or enthusiasm;  

indifferent."97 

j) Lukewarm Christianity can be expressed by indifference, where we have a lack of interest, concern, or care; by 

apathy, where we lack emotion or feeling; by complacency, where we have a feeling of satisfaction or 

contentment with less than we could have had; by self-satisfaction, where we are excessively satisfied with 

who we are, our current condition, and our achievements; and by half-heartedness, where our heart is 

divided between two opinions or desires. 

k) Lukewarm means that our love for Jesus is not burning with intensity, passion, and fervency, that we have 

grown indifferent and apathetic in our relationship with Christ, and that we are more consumed with the 

here-and-now than with eternity. Lukewarm means that we are indifferent to our ministry calling. If we fulfill 

it, then good; if not, oh well, Jesus loves us anyway and we are still blessed in Him. Lukewarm means that we 

try to fulfill God's call on our life half-heartedly rather than giving everything we have and doing it with the 

excellence and passion that Jesus deserves.  

l) When our passion for God cools into a lukewarm state, we begin serving God out of duty rather than delight. 

The joy and pleasure that once marked our passionate pursuit of God is replaced with a robotic apathy mired 

in boring religious activities, causing us to lose interest in the Lord, what is burning in His heart, and fulfilling 

our role is in His end-time agenda. When we are lukewarm, Spirit-led corporate activities become a heavy 

burden and drudgery to us. We might go, but we grumble and complain about having to get out one more 

night rather than having a passionate desire to connect with the Lord and His people at an even deeper 

level. Lukewarm believers would rather be at home watching T.V. than be inconvenienced by another 

gathering in the house of the Lord. Lukewarm believers might do religious activities, but they are driven by 

obligation and duty rather than by a burning fire and passion for the Lord. 
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m) Lukewarm believers can also become passive, lazy, and lethargic. They allow the world, the flesh, and the 

devil to prevent them from taking action, praying, giving, studying God's Word, worshiping, and advancing 

the kingdom. They pray if they feel like it, worship if they are moved, read the Bible if they are in the mood, 

walk in the Spirit if it's convenient, come to the prayer meeting if they are not too tired, and support missions 

if it's not too costly. Lacking the energy and willpower to obey God, lukewarm believers opt for watching 

something entertaining rather than attending the prayer meeting; checking their email and social media 

rather than pressing into the Lord in the secret place; sleeping in rather than spending time studying and 

meditating upon the Word; and keeping silent rather than being a prophetic voice who calls others to repent 

and return to the Lord. Lukewarm believers lack the spiritual drive to become what God has called them to 

be and to do what God has called them to do. They have little spiritual motivation, spiritual initiative, and 

spiritual energy to press in to the Lord's heart, hear His voice, and obey what He speaks.  

n) Here is the way that I like to describe lukewarmness: Any area where Jesus is more passionate than us is an area 

where we are lukewarm. Using this description as the measuring rod, let's use the table below to take our 

spiritual temperature to see if we are lukewarm. Grade yourself from 1 to 10, with 10 being on fire and 1 

being stone-cold. Write your score in the "Grade" column. 

Area Jesus The Lukewarm Grade 

1. Spending time in the 
secret place 

Jesus placed such a value on 
spending time with the Father 
that He would often wake up 
very early in the morning to 
pray and listen to His voice. 

I know that spending time 
with the Lord is important, but 
with my busy job, the kids, 
and all my responsibilities at 
home, there is nothing that I 
can really do about it. 

 

2. Studying and meditating 
upon the Scriptures 

Jesus is the eternal Word, so 
He cares greatly about the 
Scriptures. 

I know that the Bible is 
important, but truthfully, it is 
hard for me to spend time 
reading it with my busy 
schedule. 

 

3. Corporate prayer Jesus said that His house is a 
house of prayer for all nations. 

I know the importance of 
corporate prayer, but with all 
the kids activities and all my 
responsibilities at work, 
church, and home, I really 
can't come to any corporate 
prayer meetings. 

 

4. Sunday worship Jesus said the Father seeks 
worshipers to worship Him in 
spirit and in truth. 

Even though church starts at 
10, it's not that big of a deal if I 
show up 15 minutes late on a 
regular basis. Plus, I am so 
tired from my busy week that I 
don't really feel like pressing in 
with all that I have to 
experience God's presence 
and to hear His voice. 

 

5. The high calling of God The Father having mature, 
Christ-sons and Jesus having 
an equally-yoked bride is one 
of the most important 
agendas on His heart. 

Since I don't really understand 
what this means and it goes 
way over my head, I am not 
going to take the time to 
study it, learn it, press into it, 
pray to be approved for it, and 
live for it as the primary vision 
of my life. 
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6. Serving in the church Jesus said that I will build My 
church and the gates of hell 
will not overpower it. The 
church belongs to Jesus and 
He appoints people to lead it. 
Therefore, serving the vision 
of a local church is serving 
Jesus and shows that we 
honor Him. 

With all of my responsibilities 
at home and work and with all 
the kids sporting events, 
school work, and activities, I 
really don't have time to serve 
the vision of a local church. 
Even though I like to come to 
church on Sunday, I am more 
like a consumer than a servant 
because of my busy schedule. 

 

7. Evangelism Jesus came to seek and to 
save the lost and He doesn't 
want to see anyone perish but 
all come to receive eternal life. 

To be honest, I don't really 
ever think about the lost nor 
do I really know what to say to 
unbelievers, so I rarely ever 
share my faith.  

 

8. Discipleship Jesus said that the Great 
Commission of the church is 
to make disciples. 

I come to church every 
Sunday, but I am not being 
discipled nor making disciples. 

 

9. Missions Jesus said to go into all the 
nations and teach them all 
that I have taught you. 

Going to a third-world country 
to teach and train people 
sounds expensive and 
dangerous. Plus, I don't really 
have any extra money to give 
to missions or time to pray for 
missions. But I am glad that 
people are going overseas to 
help spread the gospel. 

 

10. Love for others Jesus said that the greatest 
way to love somebody is to 
sacrifice for them. He 
exemplified this for us by 
dying on the cross. 

I am so busy trying to pay my 
own bills that I can't afford to 
do anything for others that 
takes time, money, or effort. 

 

Total  

Average (Divide the total by 10)  

o) After assigning yourself a grade for each area, total the number up and divide by 10 to get the average. If 

your average score is between 1 to 3 you are cold, between 4 to 7 you are lukewarm, and between 8 to 10 

you are hot.  

p) After doing this exercise, take a few minutes and write down below what you are going to do to change this. 

q) In summary, lukewarmness is: 

1. A lack of hunger for God;  

2. A lack of passion for God and for fulfilling the unique calling God has given us;  

3. A lack of desire to become who God has called us to be and to accomplish what He has called us to do; 
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4. A lack of interest in studying and meditating upon the Word, meeting with God in the secret place, 

engaging in corporate prayer, pressing into the Lord's presence during worship, and advancing the 

kingdom of God through evangelism, discipleship, and missions. 

 

III. Self-Sufficiency and Self-Satisfaction 

a) Unlike the stone-cold rebel who knows they're a spiritual mess, the lukewarm Laodiceans were oblivious to 

their true condition. They boasted, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing" (Rev. 

3:17). Jesus' rebuttal was, "You do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and 

naked" (Rev. 3:17). 

b) The condition at Laodicea was the polar opposite of what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount. 

Consider these contrasts: 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit" (Matt. 5:3); the Laodiceans boasted, "I have need of nothing." 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are those who mourn" (Matt. 5:4); the blind Laodiceans didn't think anything was 

wrong with them and were thus unmoved by their pitiful condition. 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are the meek" (Matt. 5:5, NKJV); the Laodiceans were proud and self-sufficient. 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness" (Matt. 5:6); the Laodiceans had 

no appetite for God—no desire for His Word, no thirst for His presence, and no yearning to hear His 

voice. 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy" (Matt. 5:7); the Laodiceans received 

one of the most severe rebukes in Scripture. 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are the pure in heart" (Matt. 5:8); the Laodiceans were "wretched and miserable and 

poor and blind and naked." 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemakers" (Matt. 5:9); the Laodiceans' pride put them at war with God. 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are those who have been persecuted" (Matt. 5:10); the Laodiceans had no external 

enemies because their lukewarm condition threatened no one. 

c) Looking at this stark contrast between Jesus' teaching in the Sermon on the Mount and the heart condition 

of the Laodiceans, especially their boast that "I have need of nothing," it is clear that these believers were 

lukewarm because they were self-sufficient and self-satisfied. 

d) Self-sufficient means "able to provide for oneself without the help of others."98 The self-sufficiency of the 

Laodiceans was never more evident than when they rebuilt their city in A.D. 60 following a devastating 

earthquake without asking Rome for any financial aid. Self-satisfaction is a "smug or complacent satisfaction 

with oneself or with one's accomplishments."99 You can see the Laodiceans' self-satisfaction in how they 

gloated over their wealth. 

e) We should always be content in our present circumstances, even as we wait on God to answer our prayers 

for a spouse, a different job, a new house, a baby, or to open doors in our ministry. We need to learn to enjoy 

where we are on the way to where we are going. However, that doesn't mean that we should ever be 

satisfied with our present relationship with the Lord. Paul was content in his circumstances, but he hungered 

and thirsted to experience more of the Lord's presence and to fulfill the Lord's calling. Paul was driven to 

have all that God would possibly give him. He pressed into the Lord, sought him earnestly and diligently, and 

desired to know Him at the deepest level of intimacy and love. Paul was not ok with where he was at, for he 

simply had to have more of God. 

f) Self-satisfied believers, on the other hand, are content with their present level of intimacy with the Lord, their 

current understanding of God's Word, their present prayer life, and their current influence in ministry. Self-

satisfied believers, for example, whose busy lives prevent them from regular times of seeking the Lord in the 

secret place, choose lunch with the boys at work rather than lunch with the Lord in His Word; a physical 

workout above a spiritual workout; and running errands to resting in God's presence. Self-satisfied believers 

are more eager to watch the latest T.V. show, movie, or sporting event than they are to wait on the Lord in 
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the secret place to hear His voice. Self-satisfied believers have tasted the old wine and said it "is good 

enough" (Luke 5:39). 

g) C.S. Lewis famously described the plague of self-satisfaction when he said, "It would seem that our Lord finds 

our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and 

ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum 

because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily 

pleased."100 Self-satisfied believers are "far too easily pleased." Jesus offers us infinite joy, delight, and 

pleasure in a deep, holy-of-holies, face-to-face relationship with Him and we settle for a measly life of being 

entertained by T.V. shows, movies, sporting events, and social media.  

h) What's the common denominator between self-satisfaction and self-sufficiency? It's self—the love of self. 

Because God had blessed the Laodiceans financially, their hearts were lifted up and they became proud 

because they attributed their wealth to their own achievements, strength, and power. Consequently, they 

became satisfied in their accomplishments rather than pressing forward in their relationship with the Lord. 

i) When Paul said that "difficult times will come" in "the last days," you would have expected to see an increase 

of violence, perversion, terrorism, or catastrophic events at the top of the list (2 Tim. 3:1). But that is not what 

he wrote. Remarkably, the number one problem that will make the last days so difficult, according to the 

Apostle Paul, will be that "men will be lovers of self" (2 Tim. 3:2). A massive harvest of self-love, which has 

been imbedded into the soul of every one of us as a result of Adam's sin, will reach such an intensity before 

the Lord returns that Paul listed this as one of the greatest challenges of the last days. 

j) Just to give you an example of this massive harvest of self-love, Charisma Magazine posted an article 

Sologamy Rises as the Latest Marriage Perversion Trend on February 2, 2016.101 For those who are unfamiliar 

with the term "sologamy," it means the marriage of someone to one's own self. The article cited several 

examples of people who married themselves. Some even had lavish ceremonies with bridesmaids, family, 

and other guests to celebrate their "union." One woman even went on a honeymoon with herself. CNN's 

Anderson Cooper interviewed a North Dakota woman, Nadine Schweigert, who married herself in front of 

her roughly 40 close friends and these were her vows: "I, Nadine," she said to herself, "promise to enjoy 

inhabiting my own life and to relish a lifelong love affair with my beautiful self."102 Well, I guess all I have to 

say is welcome to the end times! 

k) While most people will never take their love affair with themselves to the extreme of sologamy, self-love is a 

massive giant that we must conquer if want to be overcomers. We have to lay the axe of the cross to the root 

of the tree of self-love and allow God's Spirit to deliver us absolutely and completely from all forms of pride, 

including self-sufficiency and self-satisfaction. 

l) One of the hallmark traits of the overcomers is that they "did not love their lives to the death" (Rev. 12:11, 

NKJV). Overcomers are people who do not resist the work of the cross in their soul. They don't love their self-

life unto death, meaning that they love Jesus more than they love themselves, and as a result, they welcome 

the cross into their mind, will, emotions, desires, and motives, allowing the Spirit to put to death every trace 

of selfishness that produces a lukewarm condition in their heart and soul.  

IV. Poverty of Spirit 

a) To overcome our lukewarm condition, it begins with poverty of spirit. Jesus said, "Blessed are the poor in 

spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 5:3). The NEB translates this verse as "how blest are those 

who know their need of God." The NLT puts it this way: "God blesses those who...realize their need for him."  

b) Poverty of spirit is knowing our absolute and utter need of God and His empowering grace. Poverty of spirit 

is becoming like a spiritual beggar, who truly realizes that apart from God's enabling grace we can never be 

transformed into a worthy bride or an overcoming son. Poverty of spirit is sheer reliance on God and His 

power to conform us into the image of His Son so that we can be the inheritance that He has longed for. 
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c) As discussed, the Laodiceans' attitude was the polar opposite of poverty of spirit. Their pride blinded them to 

their true condition. Jesus explicitly said to them, "You do not know that you are wretched and miserable and 

poor and blind and naked" (Rev. 3:17). The problem was not necessarily that the Laodiceans were "wretched 

and miserable and poor and blind and naked," for God's grace is powerful enough to transform the rankest 

of sinners into a worthy bride for the Lamb. The real issue was that the Laodiceans were oblivious to how 

utterly unprepared they were for eternity. The Laodiceans were completely deceived and didn't know it. 

d) To be frank, all of us probably have areas of self-deception where we assume that we are prepared to stand 

before the Lord, but in reality, we need a complete makeover in our heart and soul before judgment day. 

That is why it is important to pray, "Father, show me my true spiritual condition. Reveal to me what my heart 

and my soul are truly like." This type of prayer will remove the veil of deception from our eyes and help us to 

overcome lukewarmness. 

e) The city of Laodicea appeared to be self-sufficient because of their great wealth and because the 

surrounding mountains made for a seemingly impregnable fortress. But in reality, the city was dependent 

upon outside help for water, the most basic necessity of life. In the same way, the wealthy Laodicean 

believers, even though they didn't realize it, were dependent upon God for everything pertaining to life and 

godliness. They were just too proud to see this and to accept it. 

f) Like a sword piercing through their spiritual callousness, Jesus told them, "I advise you to buy from Me gold 

refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that 

the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see" 

(Rev. 3:18). The NKJV translates "I advise you" as "I counsel you." When the uncreated Son of God who 

created the universe with His voice gives you counsel, you better listen! 

g) Notice that for each commodity that Jesus offers the Laodiceans, they have to buy it directly from Him. This 

means they have to go to Him, ask Him for the gold, the garments, and the eye salve, and then pay a price to 

purchase it. Though salvation is a free gift, overcoming all that Jesus stipulated in Revelation 2-3 costs us our 

very lives. Though we have to pay a steep price to overcome, truth be told, it is like paying a penny for a 

billion dollars. We lay our boring, self-absorbed lives down at the cross and receive His beautiful and glorious 

life in exchange, which empowers us to overcome the muck and mire of the world, the flesh, and the devil 

and positions us to receive the priceless eternal rewards He enumerates in Revelation 2-3. 

h) Specifically, Jesus said that the Laodiceans needed to buy from Him: 

1. "Gold refined by fire so that you may become rich"; 

2. "White garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be 

revealed"; 

3. "Eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see". 

i) Let's look now at each of these admonitions. 

V. Buy Gold Refined By Fire 

a) Jesus told the Laodiceans, "I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich" 

(Rev. 3:18). Although the Laodiceans were wealthy according to the world’s standards, they were in absolute 

poverty from heaven’s perspective. That is why Jesus exhorted them to get true riches. 

b) So what exactly does it mean to buy gold refined by fire? Look at how John the Baptist described the 

ministry of Jesus when he said, "He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire" (Matt. 3:11; Luke 3:16). The 

baptism of fire is when God baptizes us with His fiery love.  

c) Sometimes people try to separate God's love from His fire. They say that "God is love" and He "is a consuming 

fire" (1 John 4:8; Deut. 4:24; Heb. 12:29). But the truth is: God's love is a consuming fire. You simply cannot 

separate God's love from His fire, for they are one and the same. His jealous love for Himself and for His bride 

consumes everything that hinders love. 
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d) Notice how the Prophet Malachi described the Lord Jesus at His second coming when he said, "But who can 

endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner's fire and like 

fullers' soap. He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them 

like gold and silver, so that they may present to the LORD offerings in righteousness" (Mal. 3:2-3). Isaiah also 

described the Lord's ministry of fire when he prophesied how the Lord would wash "away the filth of the 

daughters of Zion" and purge "the bloodshed of Jerusalem" by "the spirit of judgment and the spirit of 

burning" (Isa. 4:4).  

e) Though these two prophecies relate to the nation of Israel in the end times, both provide tremendous 

insight into the Lord Jesus' ministry of fire. Just as gold refined by fire becomes much more valuable after all 

the dross, alloy, and impurities have been burned away, the same is true when we are baptized by God's fire. 

His fiery, jealous, all-consuming love removes everything in our heart and soul that hinders love, raising all 

the impurities to the surface and scraping them away with His loving hand of grace. With the vast amount of 

mixture of flesh and Spirit in the church today, the Lord's refining fire has never been more needed! 

f) If self-love has never been dealt with in our heart and soul, then this baptism by fire is very costly because 

God's jealous love will utterly consume our self-life. Yet the good news is that God's burning love will remain 

in our heart, setting our soul ablaze with fiery passion for the Lord Jesus Christ.  

g) Jesus prayed in John 17:26 that the Father's very own love would burn like fire in the heart of His bride, 

saying, "That the love with which You loved Me may be in them." This fiery passion for Jesus will set the heart 

of the bride ablaze and make her a "burning one" before God's throne. This fiery love for Jesus was 

articulated by the bridegroom in the Song of Solomon when he admonished his bride, "Put me like a seal 

over your heart, like a seal on your arm. For love is as strong as death, jealousy is as severe as Sheol; its flashes 

are flashes of fire, the very flame of the LORD" (Song. 8:6). God's fiery love is "as strong as death" because it 

utterly consumes our self-life and His jealous love is as "cruel as the grave" because, once crucified, our self-

life will not be resuscitated. When God's love for God is ignited in the heart of His bride, He will consume her 

with fiery passion to such a degree that it will burn away all traces of self-love. 

h) Some people are hesitant to pray for God's baptism of fire because they think it will mean an endless supply 

of tests and trials. The truth is God's fire is Himself, so being baptized with fire is being baptized with God's 

very own fiery love. Being baptized by fire might mean that we go through some fiery ordeals, for God's 

jealous love might have to burn away other lovers from our heart, but we will not go through the fire alone. 

Just like the Lord was with Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego in the blazing furnace, He will be with us in 

every trial by fire that we go through (Dan. 3:23). His promise to us is, "When you walk through the fire, you 

will not be scorched, nor will the flame burn you" (Isa. 43:2). 

i) Peter said, "If necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, so that the proof of your faith, being 

more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise 

and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 1:6-7). Notice that Peter said, "If necessary." For 

some, fiery trials are unnecessary while for others they are required for purification. 

j) When Peter wrote that our faith is "tested by fire," the word for "tested" is dokimazō and means "to prove 

with a view to approving."103 You might recall from Session 9 about the Greek word dokimos, where we 

discussed being approved for the high calling of God. The same idea is at work here in 1 Peter 1:6-7. When 

we allow God's refining fire to set our heart ablaze and we submit to every fiery trial that is necessary to 

purify our heart and ignite us with passion for Jesus, then we are on the pathway of being approved for the 

high calling of God, for we are getting fire-tested faith that can overcome every trial, tribulation, and test. 

k) As a reminder, to qualify for the high calling of God, Paul said that our works must be approved (1 Cor. 3:13), 

James said that who we are must be approved (James 1:12), and Peter said that our faith must be approved 

(1 Peter 1:6-7). Thus, buying gold refined by fire puts us on the path to being approved for the high calling of 

God, which will make us truly rich forever! 
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VI. Buy White Garments 

a) Recall that Laodicea was famous for their black wool garments. As you might imagine, many of the 

Laodiceans probably wore this locally manufactured clothing. So when Jesus exhorted them to buy from 

Him "white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be 

revealed," His message would have been quickly understood, for these white linen garments were a stark 

contrast to the black wool garments worn by many Laodiceans (Rev. 3:18). 

b) As stated in the last session, the priests were forbidden to wear wool or anything that makes them sweat 

(Ezek. 44:17-18). Only those who have fine linen garments are permitted to minister to the Lord in the holy of 

holies. With this background in mind, Jesus was basically telling the Laodiceans to take off their sweat-

producing black wool garments—a picture of prideful and humanistic works of the flesh—and to put on the 

fine, white linen bridal garments, which are the only type of garments allowed in the holy of holies. 

c) The wife of the Lamb will be clothed in "fine linen, bright and clean"—not in the sweat-producing black wool 

garments of Laodicea (Rev. 19:8). This means that no works of the flesh will be allowed in the holy of holies. 

No religious accolades. No positions of prominence. Nothing achieved by willpower, talent, intelligence, 

ingenuity, wealth, political posturing, and social influence. The only thing that we can wear in the holy of 

holies are garments of fine linen, which are the Spirit-inspired, love-motivated, grace-empowered acts of 

righteousness and obedience that come from our initial justification. The wife of the Lamb's bridal and 

priestly garments will be made of fine linen, containing nothing that would make her sweat. 

d) Jesus said to "clothe yourself" so "that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed" (Rev. 3:18). Jesus 

made a similar statement in Revelation 16:15, saying, "Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his 

clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his shame." If we refuse to exchange the 

sweat-producing black wool garments of the flesh for the fine white linen garments of the Spirit, then we will 

be, in a sense, "naked" for all eternity. That means "the shame of [our] nakedness" will be displayed to all the 

inhabitants of heaven and everyone will know that we lived a selfish and careless life on earth.  

e) Paul encouraged the Colossians and the Laodiceans to "put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience….[and] beyond all these things [to] put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity" 

(Col. 3:12-14).104 Because the Holy Spirit lives within us, we can put on His fruit just like we would put on 

garments. By the Holy Spirit’s power, we can put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 

patience, and love every day, just as we put on our clothes each day. As we allow the Holy Spirit to live the 

life of Jesus Christ through us, it's as if we are exchanging the sweat-producing black wool garments of self-

effort for the fine, white linen bridal and priestly garments of Spirit-led, righteous acts. 

VII. Buy Eye Salve 

a) Jesus exhorted the Laodicean’s to buy "eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see" (Rev. 3:18). As 

mentioned previously, the city of Laodicea had a medical school that was famous for eye salve, which was an 

anointment that helped cure eye disease. Using this culturally relevant metaphor, Jesus was exhorting the 

Laodiceans to pay the price to purchase healing for their spiritually impaired eyesight. 

b) If Jesus spoke this message today, instead of saying eye salve, He would have exhorted us to purchase 

glasses or contact lens. If you wear glasses or contacts, you know that when you don't have your glasses on 

or your contacts in, your eye sight is very blurry. This is what the Laodiceans spiritual eyesight was like. They 

were blind in the following areas: 1) They did not see Jesus in His exalted, glorified state; 2) They did not 

understand their unbelievable eternal destiny; 3) They did not know their true spiritual condition. 

c) When we buy eye salve from Jesus, we are in essence asking that God would give to us "a spirit of wisdom 

and of revelation in the knowledge of Him" (Eph. 1:17). We are asking God to open "the eyes of [our] 

heart...so that [we] will know what is the hope of His calling" (Eph. 1:18, emphasis mine). Namely, this is a 

prayer to know our eternal destiny as depicted by the seventeen overcomers' rewards enumerated in 

Revelation 2-3. We are asking to know "what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints," which 
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is the Father's inheritance of Christ-like sons and the Son's inheritance of a worthy bride (Eph. 1:18). And 

finally, we are asking to know "what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe" (Eph. 

1:19). This is a prayer to know the awesome power of His grace that has the ability to transform us into the 

overcomers that Jesus longs for us to be. 

d) Paul said that we are changed as we behold the glory of the Lord (2 Cor. 3:18). This is why buying eye salve is 

so important, for beholding is becoming. As we behold Jesus as He truly is—in all of His glory, beauty, 

splendor, majesty, and power—we will be changed as all lukewarmness is incinerated by His holy fire. 

e) Much of the church only knows Jesus as a baby in the manager, the man from Galilee, or the Savior on the 

cross. Don’t get me wrong: Knowing what Jesus accomplished during His earthly ministry is invaluable. We 

deeply appreciate Jesus as a baby, Jesus as the man from Galilee, and Jesus as the Savior on the cross. Our 

eternal salvation and destiny hinge upon Jesus' incarnation, His earthly ministry, and His atoning death on 

the cross. However, we need to see Jesus as He truly is now. We need to see Jesus in His exalted, glorified 

state. We need to see Jesus as the majestic Messiah radiating with glory. Like the lyrics in Misty Edward's 

song People Get Ready, "He's not a baby in a manger anymore, He's not a broken man on a cross, He didn't 

stay in the grave and He's not staying in heaven forever."105 

f) Paul said, "Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have known 

Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer" (2 Cor. 5:16-17, NKJV). Fiery passion for 

Jesus burns away all lukewarmness when we see Him as He truly is. When the Apostle John saw Jesus in His 

glory, this man who was so close to Him during His earthly ministry, who often boasted that he was the 

disciple whom Jesus loved, was so terrified that he fell down like a dead man. 

g) Jesus is no longer a baby in the manager, the man from Galilee, or the Savior on the cross. Though forever a 

Jewish man with the marks of crucifixion on His hands and feet, He is now the risen, glorified, majestic Son of 

God. His face is like the sun shining in its strength, His eyes are flames of fire, and from His mouth comes a 

sharp two-edged sword (Rev. 1:13-18). Jesus is coming again, not as a sacrificial Passover Lamb, but as the 

Lion of Judah who will destroy God's enemies and take over the earth. Jesus is coming with a "sharp sword, 

so that with it He may strike down the nations, and...will rule them with a rod of iron" (Rev. 19:15). The 

lukewarm church desperately needs a revelation of Jesus as the Majestic Messiah who is full of His Father’s 

glory. 

h) Flowing out of this revelation, the church also needs to know our destiny in Him. Not the destiny that is 

being preached from most pulpits today, the type of destiny that only makes us healthy, wealthy, and wise 

but ignores our eternal destiny as the wife of the Lamb and firstborn sons of God. Unfortunately, this is 

exactly what is happening from the pulpits and airwaves around the world. Many are preaching a destiny 

message that offers people their best life now, twisting Jesus' message about having an abundant life into 

having a prosperous, comfortable, self-absorbed life without suffering. There's no debate that God 

sometimes blesses people financially. But look at what happened to the Laodiceans when they were blessed 

financially. They grew proud and lukewarm. In the same way, the destiny message of today is only fueling 

self-love and producing a massive harvest of lukewarm believers. Yes, there is some "Jesus" mixed in and 

some Scriptures added for flavor, but at its root, it is only making a bigger and better version of self. Bottom 

line: This destiny message is completely ignoring our eternal calling to be the wife of the Lamb and the 

firstborn sons of God.  

i) When we buy eye salve from Jesus, our eyes will be opened to see our eternal destiny to be the inheritance 

of God and to share in the inheritance of God. Our eyes will be opened to see the rich treasure that Jesus 

offers to us if we overcome. Namely, eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory. 

j) Pray that God would give you eye salve to truly see the exalted Jesus, your eternal destiny in Him, your 

current condition, and the transforming power of His grace. 

 



Session 11: The Enthroned Bride                                              The Overcomers Class 
 

 

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org        Page 125 
 

VIII. Dining with Jesus 

a) Jesus told the Laodiceans, "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the 

door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me" (Rev. 3:20). Many have used this verse as a 

call to salvation. However, Jesus is not speaking to unbelievers; He is speaking to His church. Notice also that 

Jesus' knock is His voice speaking to us. 

b) In biblical days, table fellowship was a common image for deep communion and the strong bonds of 

affection and companionship. Dining brought people together where they shared intimate conversations, 

inside information, and secrets. In biblical times, dining was one of the most enjoyable experiences of life. 

Even in our day, dining is the place where we let our down guard and really connect with people. When we 

share a meal with someone, we usually become real and communicate with them at a heart-to-heart level. In 

the same way, Jesus yearns for deep fellowship with us. He longs for us to enjoy Him as He enjoys us. He 

wants us to hear His voice and talk with Him as two friends would over dinner. The Lord wants to share His 

intimate secrets with us. He wants to share what is on His heart. 

c) It is interesting that Jesus brought up dining with Him to the lukewarm Laodiceans who had lost their 

spiritual appetite. The Laodiceans had lost their hunger and thirst for God. Just like a sick person who loses 

their appetite and the very thought of food makes them nauseous, the Laodiceans were spiritually sick and 

had lost their hunger for God. Their desire for God had become duty. Their hunger for God had been filled by 

material possessions. Their thirst for God had been quenched by drinking from the fountains of Babylon. The 

sick Laodiceans had lost their appetite for God, yet this is precisely what Jesus offered them. With such an 

offer, I wonder if these spiritually sick Laodiceans felt a little like a sick person who thinks about food. Did this 

invitation make their spiritual stomachs feel a little queasy? Was this offer in anyway appetizing? If Jesus' 

invitation isn't that appealing to you, perhaps you are more sick than you even realize! 

d) Though this promise relates to having increased intimacy in this life, Jesus was undoubtedly looking ahead 

to the marriage supper of the Lamb. The Greek word for dine in this verse is deipneo, which is derived from 

deipnon and is used in Revelation 19:9 to describe the "marriage supper of the Lamb." 

e) When Jesus invites us to dine with Him, He is offering us the opportunity to experience deep communion, 

intimacy, oneness, and friendship with Him both now and at the marriage supper of the Lamb. The joy and 

delight of dining with Jesus throughout eternity cannot even be articulated. The pleasure of eternal intimacy 

with Him is beyond words. Jesus used this reward of eternal intimacy to motivate the Laodiceans and us to 

overcome self-satisfaction, complacency, and lukewarmness.  

f) In Song of Solomon 5:2-5, in allegorical form, we see a similar picture of Jesus knocking on the door, wanting 

to come in and fellowship with His bride. The bride said, "I was asleep but my heart was awake. A voice! My 

beloved was knocking: 'Open to me, my sister, my darling, my dove, my perfect one! For my head is 

drenched with dew, my locks with the damp of the night.' I have taken off my dress, how can I put it on 

again? I have washed my feet, how can I dirty them again? My beloved extended his hand through the 

opening, and my feelings were aroused for him. I arose to open to my beloved." As we open the door to the 

Bridegroom, His hand extends through the door and touches our hearts, awakening deep feelings of love for 

Him, imparting a strong desire to pursue Him with passion, focus, and abandonment, and giving us the 

victory over lukewarm love. 

g) If Jesus' invitation to dine with Him does not get you excited, then in all likelihood, you are spiritually sick 

and need healing. If this applies to you, ask God to show you the true condition of your heart and ask Him for 

a greater spiritual hunger. 
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IX. Destined for the Throne 

a) Jesus told the Laodiceans, "He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also 

overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne" (Rev. 3:21). What an amazing promise! This has to be 

one of the most amazing invitations in the entire Bible. Our eternal destiny is to sit down with Jesus on His 

throne and to rule the nations with Him forever. It just does not get any better than that. 

b) Consider the presidential election in the United States. Potential candidates spend millions of dollars 

campaigning. They put in twelve to fifteen hours a day months before the election. They weary themselves 

to become the leader of the free world. Yet Jesus freely invites us to share in His Messianic Inheritance and to 

rule the nations with a rod of iron from the royal position of His throne. This invitation is stunning! 

c) You are destined for the throne. Jesus, the great King of the universe, has asked you to marry Him and to rule 

the nations in partnership with Him forever. You are called to eternal greatness. You are destined to rule and 

reign with Christ throughout the eternal ages. You are invited to be part of the most powerful royal family in 

history. This has to be one of the most unbelievable offers in the entire Bible.  

d) Think about it. God Himself is offering us the privileged position of ruling and reigning with Jesus Christ for 

all eternity. God has invited us to something far greater than being the president of the only super-power in 

the world. Jesus has invited us to sit down with Him on His throne and to rule the nations with a rod of iron 

in the Millennial Kingdom and for all eternity. 

e) The overcomers who will sit down with Jesus on His throne will judge the nations with Him during the 

Millennial Kingdom. Revelation 20:4 states, "Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was 

given to them....And they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years." Furthermore, Paul said 

to the Corinthians, "Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?" (1 Cor. 6:2-3). The overcomers will 

sit down with Jesus on His throne and assist Him in judging the nations and evaluating their role in the 

Millennial Kingdom (Matt. 25:31-46). 

f) You are destined for the throne, but the pathway to this regal calling is overcoming all forms of lukewarm 

love, self-satisfaction, self-sufficiency, apathy, and indifference. This is also how the awakened bride becomes 

the priestly bride after the order of Melchizedek, who will rule the nations forever as the enthroned bride of 

Jesus Christ. 
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I. Overview of Revelation 12-14 

a) Many biblical scholars refer to Revelation 12-14 as an explanatory interlude between the trumpet judgments 

which conclude in Revelation 11 and the bowl judgments which begin in Revelation 15.106  

b) Mike Bickle describes this interlude as follows: 

[These chapters serve as one of] five angelic explanations in the book and function as a parenthesis, 

putting the story line “on pause.” They answer questions arising from the chronological sections: 

Why is God’s wrath so severe? What will happen to us? Angels explain to John what will happen to 

God’s people, including what Jesus will do to help us and what the Antichrist will do to persecute 

us.107 

c) Thus, the purpose of this interlude in Revelation 12-14 is to give an explanation of the cosmic battle that will 

characterize the culmination of the church age. With this in mind, Revelation 12 unveils the coming forth of 

the man-child and the end-time battle between God’s people and the dragon. Revelation 13 reveals the 

three-and-a-half-year reign of the antichrist and his demonic union with the dragon. And Revelation 14 

describes the first-fruits inheritance of the Father and the Son, the fate of God's enemies, and the fullness of 

the end-time harvest of God's inheritance and His judgment upon those who resist Him.  

d) Revelation 12-14, therefore, describes in big picture form the culmination of the epic battle of the ages 

between God's people and the dragon. The battle that began in the Garden of Eden between Adam and Eve 

and the serpent will conclude in the end times with the overcomers, in partnership with Christ, enforcing the 

victory of the cross upon the enemy's head.  

II. Overview of Revelation 12 

a) Revelation 12 begins with a sign appearing in heaven, which is a woman clothed with the sun, the moon 

under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars (12:1). This heavenly woman is pregnant and in labor 

to give birth (12:2). 

b) John then sees another sign in heaven, this time of a great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns 

(12:3). As the vision unfolds, John sees the dragon's tail sweep away a third of the stars of heaven and throw 

them to the earth (12:4). Following this, the dragon stood before the woman, waiting for her baby to be 

born, so that he might devour her child (12:4). 

c) Though the dragon sought to kill the child, God protects the woman and the baby, for she successfully gives 

birth to "a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron" (Rev. 12:5). This "man-child," as 

the KJV and the ASV call him, was immediately caught up to God and to His throne. 

d) At once, the scene shifts from heaven to the earth and the woman is forced to flee into the wilderness to 

preserve her life, where she is protected by the Lord and nourished for 1,260 days or for the last three-and-

half years of this age (12:6). 

e) Before the woman flees into the wilderness, however, the ultimate battle of the ages takes place in heaven 

between the archangel Michael and his angelic army and the great red dragon and his demonic army (12:7). 

Because hell's army was not strong enough and the place they had occupied was no longer available, the 

great red dragon and his demonic angels were thrown down to the earth, and as you can imagine, all hell 

breaks out for the last three-and-a-half years before the Lord returns (12:8-9, 12). 

f) The last scene to note is the war between the dragon and the rest of the woman's children. Because of the 

dragon's intense hatred for the woman, he declares war on all her offspring "who keep the commandments 

of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus" (Rev. 12:17). This epic battle is described in Revelation 13:7, where 

God in His sovereignty allows the antichrist, fully empowered by the dragon, to "make war with the saints 

and to overcome them."  
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g) From this vision, we see five key players in this epic battle at the end of the age. These are: 

1. The heavenly woman who is pregnant and in labor with the man-child (12:1-2); 

2. The dragon with seven heads and ten horns who wants to devour the man-child (12:3-4); 

3. The man-child who will rule the nations with a rod of iron (12:5); 

4. The woman on the earth who flees into the wilderness and is nourished for 1,260 days (12:6); 

5. The rest of the woman's children who keep God's commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus 

(12:17). 

h) Reading through just a few commentaries and other writings focused on the book of Revelation, you quickly 

discover that there are numerous views of Revelation 12. The crux of the debate revolves around 

interpreting Revelation 12:1-5. To keep it simple, I will narrow it down to the two most plausible 

interpretations. These are: 

1. View #1: The birth of the man-child is a historical description of Israel giving birth to the Messiah and 

then His ascension to the throne of God some thirty-three years later. 

2. View #2: The birth of the man-child is a prophecy of the overcomers being birthed at the midpoint of the 

tribulation. 

i) Let's spend a moment carefully considering the context to determine which view is correct. Here is the 

question we want to answer: Does Revelation 12:1-5 describe a historical event or is it a prophecy that will be 

fulfilled in the future? 

III. The Weakness of the Historical View 

a) Although most conservative Bible scholars view Revelation 12:1-5 as a historical description of Jesus' birth 

and ascension, there are several weaknesses to this interpretation that we need to consider. These are listed 

below. 

1. John was told explicitly to write "the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the 

things which will take place after these things" (Rev. 1:19). Most scholars believe that the "things which 

you have seen" refer to John's initial revelation of Jesus in Revelation 1, "the things which are" to the 

condition of the seven churches in Revelation 2-3, and "the things which will take place after these 

things" to the events recorded in Revelation 6-22. Based upon this premise, nowhere in the book of 

Revelation was John commissioned to record a historical event. Yes, there are several allusions to the 

past in the various prophecies scattered throughout the book (Rev. 2:14, 2:20, 12:9, 17:9-11), but 

Revelation 12:1-5 would be the only time in this prophecy where a historical event is recorded in detail 

and written as if a prophecy. Therefore, it seems uncharacteristic of the book of Revelation to devote five 

verses to events that had already taken place between sixty to ninety years before John wrote this book.  

2. Immediately after the woman gave birth to the man-child, Revelation 12:6 states "then the woman fled 

into the wilderness" where she would be protected and "nourished for one thousand two hundred and 

sixty days." The most logical way to read this is not to place a two-thousand year gap between the birth 

of the man-child and the woman being protected in the wilderness at the end of the age. Defenders of 

the "woman as Israel and the man-child as Jesus" position typically counter this two-thousand-year-gap 

argument by referencing several Old Testament prophecies, that in the very same breath, predict the 

first and second coming of Jesus (Isa. 9:6-7; Isa. 11:1-4; Zech. 9:9-10). As they point out, the natural 

reading of these Old Testament prophecies seem as if the events were going to take place at the same 

time, but in hindsight, we know that there is at least a two-thousand year gap between the first and 

second coming of Jesus. Though this is true, because these prophets all prophesied hundreds of years 

before the birth of Christ, Jesus' first and second comings were both future events to them. In John's 

case, however, he is supposedly looking back at events that took place between sixty to ninety years 

before his prophecy and he is connecting it to an event at least two-thousand years into the future. I 

can't think of another example in the Bible where such a prophetic declaration was made. Because this is 
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inconsistent with the precedent set by the Old Testament prophets, there is good reason to reject the 

interpretation as a historical description of the birth and ascension of Jesus.  

3. Perhaps the most convincing proof that these verses are prophetic rather than historical is found in 

Revelation 12:3. When John sees the dragon, he has "seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were 

seven diadems" (Rev. 12:3). Most scholars don't pay much attention to this statement, but it is a vitally 

important clue that gives insight into the timing of this event. Notice carefully that on the dragon's 

heads are seven diadems or crowns. This means that each of these heads, which are interpreted later as 

seven satanic kingdoms (Rev. 17:9-11), have either ruled or are presently ruling when the woman gives 

birth to the man-child. As mentioned in an earlier session, most prophecy experts agree that the six 

satanic kingdoms are: 1) Egypt; 2) Assyria; 3) Babylon; 4) Media-Persia; 5) Greece; and 6) Rome. Though 

there is disagreement about the seventh kingdom, for the purpose of this discussion, it doesn't really 

matter. The point to notice is that the dragon's seven heads are all crowned, meaning that Egypt, 

Assyria, Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece, and Rome have all had dominion over the nations in the past and 

the seventh kingdom either has had dominion or presently has dominion when the woman gives birth 

to the man-child. If the woman represents Israel and the man-child represents Jesus, then this event 

would have taken place during the rule of the Roman Empire and only six of the dragon's heads would 

have been crowned rather than all seven. If this sounds like I'm stretching Scripture to prove my point, 

consider what John sees in the very next chapter, where the ten horns are crowned because these ten 

kings have received power to rule alongside the antichrist for the last three-and-a-half years of the age 

(Rev. 13:1; 17:12). The placement of crowns on the demonic heads and horns do not occur by 

happenstance in the book of Revelation, but happen strategically and are loaded with meaning and 

significance. My point is that the placement of these crowns are a clue that helps us see the timing of 

prophetic events in the book of Revelation. Therefore, given this insightful clue, it is unlikely that 

Revelation 12:1-5 is describing a historical event and more likely that it is prophesying a future event. 

b) One final note to make. This prophecy takes place at the midpoint of the tribulation, three-and-a-half years 

before Jesus returns. We know this from Revelation 12:6, where the woman fled into the wilderness and was 

nourished there for 1,260 days. 

c) Considering all of this, we can more easily interpret who the five key players are in this critical end-time 

prophecy. Let's do that now. 

IV. #1: The Heavenly Woman 

a) All you have to do is read a few commentaries and you will quickly discover that the identity of the heavenly 

woman is the subject of a heated debate between Bible scholars. To keep this discussion as simple as 

possible, the four major views of who the heavenly woman represents are: 

1. Israel; 

2. Mary; 

3. The church; 

4. The faithful remnant of God's people throughout history. 

Let’s briefly look at each of these views. 

b) View #1: The heavenly woman represents Israel. 

 Because most conservative scholars interpret Revelation 12:1-5 as a historical event, they interpret the 

heavenly woman as Israel. The primary text to support this view is Genesis 37:9-10, where Joseph's 

dream of the sun, the moon, and the stars represent Jacob, Rachael, and the twelve patriarchs of Israel.  

 Although this is the most popular opinion in the church today, there are several weaknesses to this 

interpretation.  
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1. As previously discussed, Revelation 12:1-5 is a prophecy and not a retelling of history. That weakens 

the chances of the heavenly woman being natural Israel. 

2. The woman in Revelation 12:1-5 is in the heavens, not on the earth. That makes it even more unlikely 

that the heavenly woman represents the nation of Israel located on the earth in the Middle East. 

 Because of these two objections, the heavenly woman in all likelihood does not represent the nation of 

Israel. 

c) View #2: The heavenly woman represents Mary. 

 Catholics believe that the woman is Mary after her ascension into heaven, where she was supposedly 

revealed in all her glory as the "Queen of Heaven," "Mother of God," and "Mother of the Church." This 

view has been affirmed by Pope Pius X, Pope Pius XII, Pope Paul VI, and Pope John Paul II.108 This view 

rests on the use of similar terminology in Matthew 1:18 and 1:23 to describe Mary in her pregnancy and 

also to similarities in language to the prophecy of the virgin birth in Isaiah 7:10-11, 14.
109

 

 This view is virtually impossible to support since the woman of Revelation 12 is a symbolic woman who 

has a multitude of "children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus" 

(Rev. 12:17). 

d) View #3: The heavenly woman represents the church. 

 The third view to consider is that the woman of Revelation 12 represents the church. 

 If the woman is only the church, then her offspring are the man-child and those who hold to the 

testimony of Jesus (Rev. 12:17). Doesn't this comprise all of the church? If the heavenly woman is the 

church, then who is the woman who flees into the wilderness? 

 Though this view is close to what I believe is the proper interpretation, I still think there is a better 

answer. 

e) View #4: The heavenly woman represents the faithful remnant of God's people throughout history. 

 If we let Scripture interpret Scripture, Paul identified the heavenly woman when he said, "But the 

Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother" (Gal. 4:26). 

 This heavenly woman represents the faithful remnant of God's people throughout history with whom 

the Lord has established and preserved His covenants and she represents the womb through which 

God's purposes have been birthed since the beginning of time.  

 To better understand what the woman represents, let's look at the first prophecy in the Bible, where God 

said, "And I will put enmity between you [the serpent] and the woman, and between your seed [the 

serpent’s seed] and her seed; He [the seed of the woman] shall bruise you on the head, and you [the 

serpent] shall bruise him [the seed of the woman] on the heel" (Gen. 3:15, emphasis mine). 

 From the beginning of history, God declared a prophetic reality that has proven true for thousands of 

years. There has always been a woman, her seed, and enmity from the serpent and his seed. And as 

Revelation 12 reveals, this present age will end with a woman, her seed (the man-child), and the enmity 

of the serpent (the dragon) and his seed (the antichrist). Now that we have established a clear 

connection between Genesis 3 and Revelation 12, let's fill in the gaps to see how the Lord has 

established and preserved His covenants throughout history and the womb through which His purposes 

have been birthed.  

 Many years after the fall, with mankind in such a state of rebellion and lawlessness that the Lord 

regretted creating the human race, the Lord found a faithful remnant in Noah and his family and was 
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able to preserve mankind. Many years later, Abraham and Sarah became the faithful remnant through 

whom God established His purposes in the earth via the Abrahamic Covenant. After decades of 

barrenness and fleshly attempts to preserve the covenant, God healed Sarah of her barrenness, and 

through her womb, the Lord gave birth to Isaac. Years later, through another faithful woman, God 

preserved the covenant again through Rebekah and the birth of Jacob. And as Joseph's dream of the 

sun, moon, and twelve stars foretold, God would preserve the Abrahamic Covenant yet again through 

the womb of Rachel. Fast forward many years ahead and the Lord used another godly woman, Hannah, 

to give birth to His purposes through her child Samuel, who became the father of the prophets and the 

one who anointed David to be king over Israel. This, of course, set the stage for the Davidic Covenant 

and established the grounds for the Messiah to eventually be king over all the earth. Finally, we have the 

virgin Mary in whose womb the Holy Spirit impregnated Jesus and He is the One who established the 

New Covenant, the church, and a new creation of men and women. 

 In summary, the heavenly woman represents the faithful remnant of God's people throughout history 

with whom the Lord has established and preserved His covenants and she represents the womb 

through which God's purposes have been birthed since the beginning of time. 

 Knowing that this is a bit complicated, you can think of the faithful remnant in the church as a practical 

expression of the woman in the end times, for it is through the "womb" of those who are faithful and 

loyal to Christ that God will give birth to His end-time purposes, especially through travailing prayer and 

intercession. 

V. #2: The Dragon 

a) Immediately after the sign of the woman in heaven, John is shown another sign about "a great red dragon 

having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems" (Rev. 12:3).  

b) The dragon is described as "great" because he possesses tremendous power and he is described as "red" 

because, as the Greek word suggests, he is fire-like in his hostility and rage toward the woman, the man-

child, and her seed. Later in the chapter, when the dragon is described as "the serpent of old who is called 

the devil and Satan," it clearly establishes the dragon's identity as Satan himself (Rev. 12:9). 

c) We have already seen that the dragon's "seven heads" represent seven satanically-empowered kingdoms 

throughout history that most agree are Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece, and Rome while the 

seventh is typically debated among scholars as either the Ottoman Empire, the Revived Roman Empire, the 

European Union, or a future one-world government, religion, and economy. The crown upon the heads of 

these seven kingdoms are not, as the Greek word suggests, the victor's crown given to an overcomer. 

Instead, they are crowns of one in authority, such as the crown worn by a king, and suggests that these seven 

satanic kingdoms have been given authority for various seasons throughout history. Finally, the ten horns 

are ten end-time rulers who receive authority from the antichrist to rule alongside him for three-and-a-half 

years (Rev. 17:12). 

d) The dragon has a long history of devouring the children, for he is the one who had the Hebrew children 

killed in his efforts to abort the deliverer Moses; he is the one who motivated Herod to kill the Jewish 

children to stop Jesus from His mission; he is the one behind the present-day abortion movement to stop 

God's end-time agenda; and he is the one who will wage relentless war against the birth of the man-child as 

we approach the midpoint of the tribulation. Yet no matter how fierce and intense the warfare, the good 

news is that the birth of the man-child cannot be stopped! 

VI. #3: The Man-Child 

a) Revelation 12:5 states, "And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of 

iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne." The KJV and the ASV translate "a son, a male 

child" as "a man child."  
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b) Just as the identity of the woman was at the center of much debate, the same is true with the man-child. The 

two major views of who the man-child represent are: 1) Jesus and 2) the overcomers. Let’s briefly look at 

these two views. 

c) View #1: The man-child represents Jesus. 

 Once again, because most scholars interpret Revelation 12:1-5 as a historical event, they interpret the 

man-child as Jesus. At face value, it is easy to see why many people believe that the man-child is Jesus, 

for He will certainly "rule all the nations with a rod of iron" when He returns (Rev. 12:5). Nevertheless, in 

addition to what has already been stated about Revelation 12:1-5 being a prophecy rather than a 

description of history, there is another consideration that makes the "man-child as Jesus" interpretation 

untenable.   

 After the woman gave birth to the man-child, John said that "her child was caught up to God and to His 

throne" (Rev. 12:5). If this is Jesus, as many suppose, then this scene would be describing His ascension 

when He was thirty-three years old. With that in mind, notice carefully that the Greek word used for 

"child" in this verse is teknon. Recall from an earlier session, when we looked at the distinction between 

teknon and huios, that we said teknon was typically used to describe a child or an offspring whereas 

huios, though sometimes used to describe a child, was more frequently used to distinguish the honor, 

respect, worthiness, and moral qualities of a mature child from an immature one. Doing a quick word 

study, the Greek word huios is used to refer to Jesus over 240 times in the New Testament whereas the 

word teknon is only used once and that is when He was twelve years old (Luke 2:48). Given the 

overwhelming evidence that Jesus was never described as a teknon after the age of twelve and that the 

age of thirteen was typically when boys began to mature and become accountable for their actions, 

then using teknon to describe Jesus at the age of thirty-three seems very out of place. That is why, in 

addition to the overwhelming evidence for a prophetic interpretation rather than a historic one, the 

man-child as Jesus theory is unlikely. 

d) View #2: The man-child represents the overcomers. 

 Referring to the previous argument that teknon would not be used to describe Jesus at the age of thirty-

three, the following counter argument could be made: If the word teknon was used to describe the child 

who ascended and huios was used to describe the child who was birthed and both refer to the same 

man-child, then how could this apply to the mature, Christ-like, overcoming sons? The best answer is to 

refer to a statement made by Paul in Romans 8:19-21, where He said that all creation "waits eagerly for 

the revealing of the sons [huios] of God" that "the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to 

corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children [teknon] of God." The idea here is that Paul was 

showing that born-again believers, in some sense, will always be the teknon of God who have been born 

of the Spirit and have God as their Father. Nevertheless, those who are led by the Spirit also become the 

huios of God (Rom. 8:14), the mature, Christ-like sons who will share in Jesus' inheritance. The same type 

of idea is at work in Revelation 12:5. Namely, John is showing us that there will be a birth of the born-

again children of God (teknon) who have matured into Christ-like sons (huios). Teknon is used in 

Revelation 12:5 to show identity—it's the born-again children of God rather than Jesus the Son of God. 

And huios is used to show maturity—it's those who have overcome and become the Christ-like sons of 

God as opposed to every born-again believer. 

 Following sound rules of hermeneutics (the science of interpretation) and conservative principles of 

exegesis (critical explanation or analysis of a text), it would be a perfectly valid interpretation for the 

man-child to represent those who overcame what Jesus prescribed in Revelation 2-3. After all, it is said 

about the man-child that he will "rule all the nations with a rod of iron," which aligns perfectly with the 

promise that Jesus made to those who overcame in Thyatira (Rev. 12:5; 2:26-27). 

 In addition, Revelation 21:7 states that those who overcome will be a part of God's huios sons who share 

in the Messiah's inheritance. Given the fact that huios is the Greek word used for "son" in Revelation 12:5 

to describe the man-child, then it is perfectly legitimate to view the man-child as representing those 
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who overcame losing their first love, self-preservation, false teachings that lead to compromise, the 

works, character, and influence of Jezebel, complacency, apathy, and indifference, and lukewarm love.  

 When you factor in all the indicators that Revelation 12:1-5 is a prophecy rather than a retelling of 

history, that it is highly unlikely that Jesus was referred to as teknon at the age of thirty-three, and that 

one of the primary purposes of the book of Revelation is to call for born-again believers to overcome, 

then there is overwhelming evidence that the man-child of Revelation 12:5 refers to born-again 

believers who overcame what Jesus specified in Revelation 2-3. 

VII. #4: The Earthly Woman 

a) Having identified the heavenly woman as the faithful remnant throughout history through whom God has 

established and preserved His covenants and through whom He has birthed His purposes, let's turn our 

attention to the earthly woman. 

b) This woman is pictured fleeing into the wilderness, where God provides a special place of protection and 

nourishment for her during the 1,260 days leading up to Christ's return.  

c) The first thing to notice is that the earthly woman and the heavenly woman are the same entities, for 

Revelation 12:13 states that the dragon "persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child." This 

persecution is not successful because God intervenes and provides a special place of refuge for her in the 

wilderness. But the main point here is that the earthly woman and the heavenly woman are the same 

woman just in different contexts. One is in heaven and the other is on the earth. 

d) With that in mind, the earthly woman who flees into the wilderness likely represents the remnant of Israel 

whom God will preserve through the Great Tribulation (Rev. 7:1-8). These "survivors of Israel" will rebuild and 

reestablish the nation of Israel during the Millennial Kingdom (Isa. 4:2). Whereas two-thirds of the nation of 

Israel will perish at the hands of the antichrist, God will preserve one-third of the Jewish people, bring them 

through the fire, and make them His very own people (Zech. 13:8-9).  

e) It is very likely that the earthly woman is the same as the 144,000 from the twelve tribes of Israel, whom God 

protects during the Great Tribulation (Rev. 7:1-8). This remnant of Israel will fulfill the prophecy of Hosea 

2:13-23 and become the Lord's bride who rebuilds Israel during the Millennial Kingdom. 

VIII. #5: The Rest of the Woman's Children 

a) Finally, we need to identify the rest of the woman's children, "who keep the commandments of God and 

hold to the testimony of Jesus" (Rev. 12:17).  

b) So far, we have identified the man-child as those who have overcome everything that Jesus specified in 

Revelation 2-3. That means part of the woman's children are the overcomers. Her remaining children are 

those believers who have not yet fully overcome, described in a general way as those "who keep the 

commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus." 

c) These believers have not paid the price to fully overcome their flesh, the world, and the devil, and as a result, 

have not become an exact representation of Christ in their heart and soul. This group of believers are still 

betrothed to Jesus as a bride, but they have not yet made themselves ready by making their wedding dress 

through righteous acts (Rev. 19:8). Even though they are unprepared at the midpoint of the tribulation, the 

Lord will take them through the fire and transform them into worthy bride for Jesus. In fact, the greatest 

number of overcomers in history will emerge out the Great Tribulation as they lay down their lives for the 

Lamb (Rev. 15:2). 

d) After describing the eternal fate in hell for all who take the mark of the beast and worship the antichrist, 

Revelation 14:12 states, "Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and 

their faith in Jesus." This is the same generic description for the rest of the woman's offspring. 
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e) The antichrist will declare war on the rest of the woman's children and will overcome them by killing them 

(Rev. 13:7). Nevertheless, their martyrdom will mean that they join the ranks of the overcomers and will rule 

and reign with Christ for all eternity (Rev. 15:2). 

IX. The Overcomers in Revelation 12:11 

a) Another hotly debated verse is Revelation 12:11, which states, "And they overcome him because of the 

blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when 

faced with death." 

b) Though there are many interpretations of this verse across various camps in the body of Christ, there are two 

main views that we will consider here. These are: 

1. View #1: Those who hold to a historical interpretation of Revelation 12:1-5 view the overcomers in a 

similar way as expressed by Robert Thomas in his outstanding commentary on the book of Revelation. 

Thomas said, "The proleptic nature of this song necessitates this dating of their martyrdom. These are 

saints who will have overcome because of the blood of the Lamb and the divine word to which they 

have borne testimony....The martyrdom is still ahead for them at this stage of the book's chronological 

progress, but the deaths of the martyrs are treated as fait accompli....The martyrs' fight is over; they are 

already victors, though they have not yet fully realized their triumph."110 The basic idea here is that 

because the tense of the verb "they overcame" is in the aorist indicative mood in the Greek and it 

denotes action that occurred in the past, the phrase "they overcame" is proleptic in nature, meaning that 

the martyrdom of the overcomers in the future, at the hands of the antichrist as depicted in Revelation 

13, is already assumed to be accomplished because of God's sovereignty. In a practical way, it would be 

similar to saying that 10-0 Alabama has already beaten 0-10 Alcorn State even though the game has yet 

to be played. 

2. View #2: Those who hold to a prophetic interpretation of Revelation 12:1-5 view the overcomers as the 

man-child whom the heavenly woman birthed at the midpoint of the tribulation and all of the 

overcomers throughout history. Because these believers overcame, they receive authority in the 

heavens, they retake the place of the dragon and his angels in the heavens that they originally usurped 

from Adam, and they use this authority to partner with God's angels in the eviction of Satan and his 

demonic army from heavenly places, casting them to the earth. This is confirmed by the statement, "And 

they overcame him...for this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them" (Rev. 12:8, 10-12). 

The reason why the heavens are rejoicing is because born-again believers have matured into Christ-like 

sons, they have overcome the dragon's nature in their soul by becoming like the Lamb in humility, 

meekness, obedience, submission, love, and self-sacrifice, and they receive authority in the heavens that 

they use, in partnership with God's angels, to cast the dragon and his angels to the earth. 

c) So which view is the correct interpretation? Let's answer that by comparing the two views. First, let's 

consider View #1 by combining it with the historical interpretation of Revelation 12:1-5. According to this 

view: 

The nation of Israel gave birth to the Messiah Jesus, who ascended to heaven thirty-three years later 

(12:5). Fast-forward two-thousand years into the future, and the nation of Israel is sovereignly 

protected by the Lord from the rage of the antichrist who is possessed by the dragon (12:6). Before 

this event takes place, however, God's angels are sovereignly commissioned to wage war against 

the dragon and his angels and these demons are cast to the earth (12:7-9). Heaven celebrates this 

victory (12:10) and then, in what appears to be an unrelated statement, a proclamation is made that 

the future martyrs have already overcome, even though the battle has yet to be fought (12:11). 

Following this, another statement is made that links these future overcoming martyrs with the 

casting down of the dragon from heaven, using the connecting phrase, "For this reason, rejoice, O 

heavens and you who dwell in them....because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath" 

(Rev. 12:12). The heavens are rejoicing because the dragon has been cast down to the earth and this 

is somehow linked to the future martyrs who haven't yet died but will die.  
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I don't know about you, but this view is very confusing to me. 

Now consider View #2 combined with the prophetic interpretation of Revelation 12:1-5 and see which one 

makes more sense. According to this view: 

At the midpoint of the tribulation, a remnant of born-again believers will take Jesus' message in 

Revelation 2-3 to heart, will overcome as He stipulated, and will become Christ-like in nature (12:5). 

This remnant of overcomers will then be caught up to God's throne and will join the overcomers 

throughout history (12:5). All of these overcomers will then receive authority in the heavens and will 

use this authority, in partnership with the angels, to take back the place that Satan and his angels 

usurped from Adam (12:7-8). As a result, the devil and his angels will be cast down to the earth 

(12:9). 

Following this, these overcomers will celebrate that "the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom 

of our God and the authority of His Christ have come" and have evicted the accuser of their brethren 

from heavenly places (12:10). We know that this group celebrating in heaven are the overcomers 

because the next verse clearly says so. Notice what the verse states: "And they overcame him 

because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love 

their life even when faced with death" (Rev. 12:11). The "they" who "overcame him" are all of the 

overcomers throughout history, including the man-child whom the woman birthed at the midpoint 

of the tribulation.  

These overcomers are the cause of rejoicing in heaven, for they are the ones who have overcome 

the dragon's nature by becoming an exact representation of the Lamb through the Holy Spirit's 

empowering grace. "For this reason," the text states, the heavens and those "who dwell in them" are 

commanded to "rejoice" (Rev. 12:12). The reason for heaven's rejoicing is because these overcomers 

have become like the Lamb, they have overcome the dragon and his nature, they have received 

heavenly authority, and they have used this authority in partnership with the angels to evict Satan 

and his angels from heavenly places. Notice carefully the connection between the overcomers and 

the rejoicing in heaven: "And they overcame him....For this reason, rejoice, O heavens" (Rev. 12:11-

12). 

Which view seems to make more sense to you? In my opinion, there is a lot of Scripture twisting and 

stretching to make View #1 fit. View #2 seems like a much more natural reading of what the text states. 

d) Perhaps reading the main points together, as follows, will make it easier to see: "And she gave birth to a son, 

a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His 

throne....And they overcame him....For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them (Rev. 12:5, 

11-12). 

X. What Does the Catching Up to the Throne Mean? 

a) The next thing to discuss is what does it mean for the man-child to be "caught up to God and to His throne" 

(Rev. 12:5). 

b) The Greek word for "caught up" is harpazō and it means "to seize, carry off by force, to snatch out or away."111 

This is the same word that is used to describe Philip being snatched away and transported to another 

location, Paul being caught up to heaven, and believers being caught up to meet Jesus in the air at His 

second coming (Acts 8:39; 2 Cor. 12:2,4; 1 Thes. 4:17). The Latin translation of harpazō is the word rapturo, 

from which we get the English term rapture.  

c) So are the overcomers at the midpoint of the tribulation caught up to the throne, much like Paul in his 

heavenly encounter described in 2 Corinthians 12:1-4, where he went to heaven for a period of time but 

came back? Or are the overcomers caught up to the throne only to return to earth when Jesus comes again 

at His second coming?  
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d) Before I answer this question, let me state four things about the rapture. First, when it comes to any subject 

related to the end times, it is far more important to be ready than to be right. If we have the right 

interpretation of the end times but are not ready for the end times, what good is that? Conversely, if we have 

an interpretation that may not be completely aligned with what Jesus has in mind, but we are still ready for 

the end times and eternity, isn't that better than having perfect doctrine? So when it comes to the rapture, it 

is far more important to be ready than to be right. Second, it is ridiculous how immature the body of Christ is 

when it comes to the rapture. The arguments, name-calling, hotly-contested debates, disrespect, criticism, 

and judgment between those of differing views of the rapture is quite sad. It doesn't matter how we 

interpret the rapture, we simply are not going to "go up" until Jesus says so. Therefore, we all need a little 

more humility about our interpretation of the timing of the rapture. Third, having said all of that, we should 

prayerfully interpret all the Scriptures about the rapture without any bias or self-interest. We should read out 

of the text what the Scriptures say rather than read into the Scriptures what we want them to say. Fourth, as I 

wrote in the Lifeschool class Prophetic Vision for the End Times, I do believe that the Scriptures teach a post-

tribulation rapture rather than a pre-tribulation rapture. Please see the session titled Understanding the 

Rapture on Lifeschool's Church Transformation Project website for more information.112 

e) Bearing all of this in mind, the text indicates that the overcomers on the earth will be caught up to God's 

throne at the midpoint of the tribulation. So the question isn't whether the overcomers will be caught up to 

God's throne; the question is whether or not they will come back to earth before the second coming. 

f) The only Scripture that I can think of that would suggest one view over another is Revelation 3:10, where 

Jesus said, "Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of 

testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth" (Rev. 

3:10). Many pre-tribulation proponents use this verse to promote their view of a pre-tribulation rapture. 

However, "the hour of testing" that will "test those who dwell on the earth" is not the first three-and-a-half 

years of the tribulation period, for that time will be relatively peaceful (1 Thess. 5:3). The "hour of testing" 

refers to the last three-and-a-half years of the tribulation, after the dragon has been cast down to the earth 

and will have "great wrath, knowing that he has only a short time" (Rev. 12:12). So I don't think this verse can 

be used to support a pre-tribulation rapture. 

g) Keep in mind also that this promise spoken to the church at Philadelphia was only made to the overcomers. 

It was not a promise made to every believer. 

h) Whereas the pre-tribulation proponents use Revelation 3:10 to argue for a pre-tribulation rapture, the post-

tribulation advocates claim that this verse teaches that God will protect His people in Goshen-like cities of 

refuge during the Great Tribulation. That is, just as the Hebrews were kept from the plagues of Egypt in 

Goshen, God will protect His people from the outpouring of His wrath during the last three-and-a-half years 

of history (Exod. 8:22; 9:26). While I definitely believe that God will protect His people like this during the 

Great Tribulation, I am not sure that Jesus was promising this in Revelation 3:10. 

i) Robert Thomas shed light onto what Jesus was likely teaching when He said,  

The conclusion that the meaning is deliverance for members of the Philadelphia church while they 

remain present during "the hour of trial" is beset by serious weakness. One of them is the obvious 

fact that saints present during the Tribulation period will not be exempt from harm. Many of them 

will suffer martyrdom (e.g., 6:9-11; 7:9-14) and will not be preserved....The usual response to this is 

that believers are kept from the outpouring of divine judgments on a rebellious world, but not from 

the fierce persecution imposed on them by the beast....What good does it do to be preserved from 

the physical consequences of divine wrath and still fall prey to a martyr's death? The source of the 

bodily harm is inconsequential when incentive to persevere is in view. A promise of preservation is 

meaningless if the saints face the same fate as sinners during the Tribulation.113 

To expound upon what Thomas said, is Jesus really "keeping" the overcomers from "the hour of testing" if 

they are protected from a devastating earthquake but are still beheaded by the antichrist? If they are 

shielded from bullets and bombs during the coming world war, sheltered from scorching fire and heat, 
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delivered from starvation, and protected from the devastation caused by an asteroid, but are still imprisoned 

and executed by the antichrist's regime? 

j) My opinion, though I'm not dogmatic about it, is that Revelation 3:10 is a promise only made to the 

overcomers and this promise is to keep them from the hour of testing that starts at the midpoint of the 

tribulation, when the dragon has been cast down to the earth. I believe this aligns with the "catching up" of 

the man-child in Revelation 12:5. Based upon this, in my opinion, it doesn't appear that these overcomers 

will come back to the earth until the second coming. 

k) The main point, however, is not whether the overcomers come back before the second coming, but what 

they do while they are in heaven. Namely, using their heavenly authority to take back the place the devil 

stole from Adam at the fall and partnering with God's angels to cast down the dragon and his angels to the 

earth. 

XI. No Place Found in Heaven 

a) Throughout this session, I have been talking about the overcomers receiving heavenly authority and how 

they use this authority in partnership with the angels to cast the dragon and his angels down to the earth. 

Now I want to explain this heavenly authority that is given to the overcomers. 

b) I will start this discussion looking at Revelation 12:8 and then I will work backward to Jesus' promise made to 

the overcomers at Thyatira, where He said, "I will give him the morning star" (Rev. 2:28). 

c) Describing the spiritual warfare in the heavens, notice what Revelation 12:8 states: "They were not strong 

enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven." The phrase "they were not strong 

enough" refers to the demonic powers who were overcome by the more powerful forces led by the 

archangel Michael and his angelic army. The phrase "there was no longer a place found for them in heaven," I 

propose, relates to the overcomers taking back what the devil usurped from Adam in the garden. Let me 

explain. 

d) The Greek word for "place" is topos and it has a literal and a figurative meaning. Literally, topos means a 

"place, any portion or space marked off."114 Metaphorically, topos means a "condition, opportunity, power, 

occasion for acting."115 To give you a clear idea of how topos can be used both in a literal and figurative way, 

consider what Paul said when he used topos to describe how anger opens a door to the devil. Paul told the 

Ephesians, "BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not give the 

devil an opportunity [topos]" (Eph. 4:26-27). The NKJV translates this as "nor give place to the devil." Here's 

the idea that Paul was communicating. When we yield to unrighteous anger and sin, we open a door to the 

devil in our soul, giving him the legal right to leverage this opportunity to build an even greater place of 

occupancy and to fortify his influence in our mind, will, and emotions.  

e) In a similar way, when Adam sinned, he forfeited his authority to Satan and gave him a place whereby he 

could rule over the earth. This is evident when Satan tempted Jesus, showing Him all the kingdoms of the 

world, and saying, "I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it 

to whomever I wish" (Luke 4:5-6). Tragically, Adam gave Satan his authority over the earth when he sinned. 

And as Paul made clear to the Ephesians, the devil exercises this authority from "heavenly places" (Eph. 6:12). 

Thus, Adam's sin gave the devil authority in the earth and authority in the heavens. 

f) After His resurrection, Jesus said that "all authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth" (Matt. 

28:18). Obviously, Jesus as the Son of God had all authority in heaven and on earth before His incarnation. 

But as Paul said, Jesus surrendered equality with God when He came to earth as a Man (Phil. 2:6-7). This 

included His authority over the earth and the heavens. So Jesus, in this post-resurrection statement, is 

describing the authority He received as a Man. He now has authority over the earth and authority over the 

heavens as a Man. 

g) Back to Revelation 12:8, the place that the devil and his angels now occupy was given to them by Adam 

when he sinned. Undoubtedly, Jesus could use His heavenly authority right now and evict these demonic 
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powers from heavenly places. But He doesn't. The reason why is because He wants to raise up an equally-

yoked bride who will partner with Him in the end times to enforce the victory of the cross upon the devil and 

his angels. Paul made this clear when he said, "The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet" (Rom. 

16:20). The first prophecy in the Bible, way back in Genesis 3 of the woman, her seed, the serpent, and his 

seed, will be completely fulfilled in Revelation 12, when the overcomers take back the place in the heavens 

that the devil usurped from Adam and crush the serpent underneath their feet. 

h) Complete obedience to God's Word and His voice is the primary way the overcomers will take back this 

heavenly place now occupied by demonic powers. Paul said, "We are ready to punish all disobedience, 

whenever your obedience is complete" (2 Cor. 10:6). When a sufficient remnant of born-again believers 

wholeheartedly obey the full council of God's Word and overcome everything that Jesus stipulated in 

Revelation 2-3, they will be used to crush the serpent underneath their feet and to punish all disobedience.  

i) Overcoming the dragon and his prideful, rebellious, independent, and lawless nature is how the bride of 

Christ retakes the place occupied in the heavens by demonic powers and how she will receive authority in 

the heavens to partner with God's angels to cast the dragon and his angels to earth. When no place for the 

dragon's pride, rebellion, independence, lawlessness, lies, accusations, unrighteous judgments, and criticism 

are found in the soul of the bride, then there will be no place in the heavens found for the dragon and his 

angels. 

XII. The Morning Star 

a) Notice carefully that the overcomers have "the authority of...Christ," specifically His authority in the heavens, 

and they use this authority to evict the devil and his angels from heavenly places (Rev. 12:10). Jesus will give 

the overcomers this heavenly authority in order to enforce and complete the victory that He inaugurated at 

the cross. 

b) Now I want to show you why I believe "the morning star" given to the overcomers is authority in the heavens 

(Rev. 2:28). To explain this, let's consider several truths about the morning star. 

1. The morning star signals a new day. 

The morning star is most commonly used to refer to the plant Venus, which appears in the east before 

sunrise and signals the dawn of a new day. The ancients knew Venus was a planet, but often referred to 

it as the largest star. Thus, it was termed the morning star. 

2. Angels are described as the morning stars. 

The Lord told Job, "Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth....When the morning stars 

sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy?" (Job 38:4-7). Most Bible teachers believe that the 

morning stars, who rejoiced and sang at creation, refer to the angels. 

3. The morning star is linked to kingdom authority. 

Jesus said, "I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star" (Rev. 22:16). By linking 

the morning star with His Davidic lineage, and by implication, the Davidic Covenant that gives Jesus the 

authority to rule the earth as King, it seems probable that the morning star is connected to kingdom 

authority. Further confirmation comes from Balaam's prophetic oracle, when he prophesied, "A star shall 

come forth from Jacob, a scepter shall rise from Israel, and shall crush through the forehead of Moab, 

and tear down all the sons of Sheth" (Num. 24:17). Many Bible scholars believe Balaam's prophecy was a 

Messianic description of a future king of Israel and that this prophecy parallels Jesus' statement in 

Revelation 22:16. For example, Balaam said that "a star shall come forth from Jacob" and Jesus said that 

He is the "bright morning star." Balaam said that "a scepter shall rise from Israel" and Jesus said that He is 

the "root and the descendant of David." The connection between the morning star and kingdom 

authority is clear when you let Scripture interpret Scripture. 
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4. Satan is described as the morning star in Isaiah 14:12-15.  

As discussed in Session 8, when we talked about overcoming Jezebel, I mentioned how prophetic 

declarations were sometimes made to humans or even to manmade idols, who served as a proxy to 

invisible demonic powers (Ezek. 28:11-19; Isa. 47:5-15). The prophetic declaration in Isaiah 14:12-15 is an 

example of such a case, whereby the Lord addressed Satan through the King of Babylon, the future 

antichrist described in Revelation 13. 

While prophesying to the King of Babylon, whom many Bible scholars believe is the future antichrist, 

Isaiah shifted gears and declared,  

How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut 

down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations! But you said in your heart, "I will 

ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of 

assembly in the recesses of the north. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make 

myself like the Most High." Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, to the recesses of the 

pit (Isa. 14:12-15). 

While some scholars believe that this refers to Satan's first eviction from heaven after he lead a rebellion 

among the angels, I believe, after close examination of the context, that this cutting "down to the earth" 

refers instead to his fall at the midpoint of the tribulation (Rev. 12:7-9).  

I have two main reasons why I believe this. First, the language used in Isaiah 14 points to a future world-

ruler rather than to the king of the ancient Babylonian Empire. This evil leader is described as the one 

"who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms, who made the world like a wilderness and 

overthrew its cities" (Isa. 14:16-17). As many Bible scholars agree, the global language used suggests a 

world ruler with far more reach than any king from the ancient Babylonian Empire. Second, Satan 

explicitly wants to "sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north." This is a direct reference to 

Satan's desire to be worshiped from the Temple Mount in Jerusalem (2 Thess. 2:4). 

With this in mind, notice that Satan, at the midpoint of the tribulation, is described as the "star of the 

morning" or the "morning star" (Isa. 14:12, NASB and NIV). 

c) Taking all that we have seen about the morning star, let's summarize what this reward means for the 

overcomer.  

 Because the morning star is in the sky, it's clear that the morning star relates to heavenly places. 

 Because the morning star is linked to kingdom authority, it's clear that the morning star describes 

kingdom authority in heavenly places. 

 Because the morning star represents the angels and is even one of the names of Satan, it's clear that the 

morning star describes kingdom authority in heavenly places over Satan and his angels. 

 Because the morning star is used to describe Satan at the midpoint of the tribulation, it's clear that the 

morning star describes kingdom authority in heavenly places over Satan and his angels that will be used 

at the midpoint of the tribulation. 

 Because the morning star signals the dawn of a new day, it's clear that the morning star describes 

kingdom authority in heavenly places over Satan and his angels that will be used at the midpoint of the 

tribulation, resulting in the dawn of a new day for the earth. 

d) Putting all of this together, when Jesus gives the overcomers the morning star, He is giving them kingdom 

authority in heavenly places over Satan and his angels that will be used at the midpoint of the tribulation, 

resulting in the dawn of a new day for the earth. The overcomers will serve as the catalyst that shifts the earth 

into a new day, the day when God's kingdom comes in fullness to the earth. 
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e) Considering all of this, do you see how important it is for born-again believers to overcome and why there is 

such a relentless fight from the powers of darkness against this? While so many are trying to identify the 

antichrist and predict when Jesus will return, I assure you that He is not coming back until the bride has 

made herself ready, for this is the most important end-time event and the catalyst that will unleash the Great 

Tribulation. 
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