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I.  The Church of Thyatira (Rev. 2:18-29) 

a) Of all the seven cities, Thyatira was the smallest and most insignificant, yet remarkably, it received the 

longest of the seven messages. Its only real claim to fame was that Lydia once lived there (Acts 16:14). 

b) Unlike the other cities, there is a dearth of information about the history and cultural conditions of Thyatira. 

We do know that Apollo was the chief deity here and that emperor worship was not a major factor. It was 

also a predominantly Gentile city with a significant mixture of nationalities.  

c) The city's craftsmen's guilds, which were the economic engine that allowed Thyatira to prosper, were the 

most noteworthy aspect of the city. These trade guilds were unions of men in similar crafts or trades who 

upheld certain standards and protected the members of the union. There were guilds for wool workers, linen 

workers, manufactures of outer garments, dyers, leather workers, tanners, potters, bakers, slave dealers, and 

bronze smiths. Because each trade guild had its own guardian god and every guild member was expected to 

attend the guild festivals and eat the food that had been sacrificed to idols, pagan worshiped thrived in 

Thyatira. After the feast, the people would pay homage to the guild’s god by participating in immoral 

activities, including drunkenness and fornication. To leave the festival without participating in the party was 

considered taboo and could even result in ridicule, persecution, and lost business opportunities.  

d) In the midst of such an idolatrous and immoral culture, Jesus commended the church at Thyatira for its 

increase in ministry, vibrant faith, and love for Him (Rev. 2:19). Unlike Ephesus, who started strong but was 

burning out, Thyatira's works were increasing and were shining the light of Christ into their community. 

Jesus commended them because their "deeds of late are greater than at first" (Rev. 2:19). The spiritual 

growth at Thyatira was significant enough for Jesus to praise. In addition to their godly love and mountain-

moving faith, the Thyatiran believers persevered in their obedience to Christ and in preaching the gospel. 

The church of Thyatira was an alive, anointed, and spiritually thriving church. 

e) Looking at the attributes that Jesus applauded, if we were to project the church of Thyatira into a twenty-

first century western culture, it is likely that the church would have had an electric atmosphere super-

charged with mountain-moving faith, a state-of-the-art facility that leveraged the latest technology, crowds 

flocking to enjoy one of their vibrant and culturally relevant services, a professional band that was both 

talented and anointed, communicators who could articulate the gospel with skill and eloquence, and a 

reputation around the community for revival.  

II. Tolerating the Woman Jezebel 

a) In spite of its many commendable qualities, Jesus rebuked Thyatira for tolerating the woman Jezebel, who in 

His words, "calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they 

commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols" (Rev. 2:20).  

b) Jesus used the name Jezebel to identify a woman in the church who was a false teacher and false 

prophetess. Most likely, Jezebel was not this woman’s real name (can you really imagine that anyone would 

name their daughter Jezebel?). Rather, Jesus used the name Jezebel to associate her actions with the Old 

Testament Jezebel, the Phoenician wife of King Ahab, who lowered the moral standards of the northern 

kingdom of Israel to such a degree that idolatry, sexual immorality, and witchcraft thrived under her 

leadership (1 Kings 18-2 Kings 9). 

c) Although Israel began worshiping Baal and Asherah during the reign of Solomon (1 Kings 11:1-7), Jezebel 

brought it to an entirely new level. Jezebel was so enmeshed in this cult that 450 prophets of Baal and 400 

prophets of Asherah ate regularly at her table (1 Kings 18:19). As historical evidence testifies, pagan worship 

usually involved overt witchcraft, astrology, prophetic oracles from demonic spirits, gross sensuality and 

lasciviousness, drug use, lewd dancing, erotic music, ceremonial prostitution and sexual rites, human 

sacrifice, the emasculation of males, and homosexuality.1 



Session 8: Overcoming Jezebel                                  Sunday, January 17, 2015 | Bryan Kessler 
 

 

Restoration Life Church | www.RestorationLife.org         Page 2 
 

d) Like her Old Testament counterpart, the Jezebel at Thyatira seduced Jesus’ servants to “commit sexual 

immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols” (Rev. 2:20, NKJV). Because the Jezebel at Thyatira claimed to 

have special revelations from God and even called herself a prophetess, the church leaders gave her 

authority to teach. As a result of her unbiblical teaching, many in the church believed that God’s grace gave 

them the freedom to indulge the flesh and participate in the guild festivals, including paying homage to 

false gods and committing acts of sexual immorality.  

e) As was the case in Pergamum, there were three guilty parties in Thyatira. First, there was Jezebel, the teacher 

who advocated licentious behavior in the name of Christian liberty and grace. Second, there were the 

tolerators who allowed the false teaching, the false prophetic words, and the compromise to go uncorrected. 

Third, there were the taught, who in this case were the Lord's bondservants, whom Jezebel was leading into 

lawlessness through her false teachings.  

f) Although Jesus' message was directed to these three groups and He exhorted all to repent, much of the 

damage could have been averted if the church leaders would have brought the necessary correction. Instead 

of bringing fatherly discipline, the leaders in Thyatira tolerated Jezebel by allowing her to teach, to prophesy, 

and to lead the Lord's bondservants into compromise, even though they didn't like what she said or agreed 

with it. They were much like Eli, who allowed his sons Hophni and Phinehas to selfishly consume the prime 

cuts of meat from the Lord's sacrifices and to commit adultery with the women who served at the sanctuary 

entrance. Though Eli didn't like what they were doing, his passive leadership and lightweight rebukes could 

not deter his sons from sinning in the Lord's house. As a result of his toleration of wickedness, the entire 

family came under the Lord's judgment. 

g) Jesus' message to Thyatira contains so much power-packed revelation that it is challenging to know the 

exact direction to take in such a short amount of space. Entire books could be written—and have been—that 

expound upon this timely message to Thyatira. Though we could certainly use this message to investigate 

the excessive amount of fleshly and demonic mixture in the modern-day prophetic movement, the 

prominent false doctrines that are leading God's people into compromise, or how Jezebel is a prototype of 

the great harlot described in Revelation 17-18, I want to narrow our focus to how demonic powers seek to 

defile the bride of Christ in order to prolong their rule in the heavens. 

h) If you think about it, the messages to Pergamum and Thyatira were very similar. Both point to the idolatry 

and immorality that had ensnared God's people. Both point to false teachings as the main culprit. The 

difference between the messages, however, was that Pergamum focused on ministers whose mixed motives 

resulted in a mixed message that produced mixture in the church whereas Thyatira concentrated upon a 

concerted, universal, millenniums-long strategy of the powers of darkness to defile the bride of Christ in 

order to prolong their rule in the heavens. In short, Pergamum was focused upon the heart of wayward 

ministers whereas Thyatira looked at the unseen spiritual forces that use ministers as pawns to carry out their 

evil agenda. 

III. The Spirit Behind Jezebel 

a) The Jezebel at Thyatira called herself a prophetess, and she had many followers. Most likely, people followed 

her because she had a supernatural gift; she could possibly tell them unknown information about 

themselves or perhaps even predict certain future events.  

b) Though Jezebel was gifted prophetically, she was not empowered by the Holy Spirit. Her gift was demonic. It 

was very similar to the slave girl in Acts 16:16-18 who had a spirit of divination and brought her masters 

much profit by fortune-telling.  

c) The demonic spirit that empowered the Jezebel at Thyatira is the same spirit behind the Jezebel of the Old 

Testament2, the great harlot of Revelation 17-18, the goddess worship in ancient Babylon, and pagan 

worship throughout history.  
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d) To better understand this false queen’s identity, we need to understand what Paul taught the Ephesians 

about spiritual warfare. He revealed that hell has a hierarchy with different degrees of authority and power. 

Specifically, he identified “rulers of the darkness of this age” or “world forces of this darkness” (Eph. 6:12, 

NKJV, NASU). In other words, at the top of the chain, there are demonic world rulers who influence nations. 

The queen of heaven is one of these world rulers who has influenced the world’s religions, cultures, and 

morality throughout history. 

e) Talking about the judgment of the great harlot at the end of the age, a voice from heaven said, “To the 

degree that she glorified herself and lived sensuously, to the same degree give her torment and mourning; 

for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as a queen and I am not a widow, and will never see mourning’” (Rev. 18:7). The 

statement “I sit as a queen and I am not a widow, and will never see mourning” is a direct reference to Isaiah 

47:5-9. 

IV. The Background to Isaiah 47 

a) Before we look at Isaiah 47 and the revelation of the demonic queen of heaven, we first need to go back 

many millenniums to the origins of ancient Babylon. Understanding the history of Babylon's ancient religious 

system will bring clarity to our interpretation of Isaiah 47 and it will help reveal one of the bride of Christ's 

greatest enemies. Please don't zone out with all of these details, for this will help you tremendously in your 

fight to overcome one of the greatest enemies to your destiny—an enemy that you probably didn't even 

know existed! 

b) According to Genesis 10:8-9, Nimrod, whose name means "rebellion," was "a mighty one on the earth" and "a 

mighty hunter before the Lord." Jewish rabbis said that Nimrod was "a hunter of the souls of men."3 Jewish 

tradition also indicates that Nimrod was a tyrant "who made all of the people rebellious against God."4 With a 

ruthless lust for power, Nimrod set out to subdue the earth and create the world's first empire. He conquered 

the cities which had been in Mesopotamia after the flood, including Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh in the 

land of Shinar (Gen. 10:10). From there, he captured Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and Resen 

(Gen. 10:12). Nimrod became the first man to rule the earth. 

c) From a combination of ancient myths, legends, and lore, we also learn of a presumed historical figure named 

Semiramis, the alleged wife of Nimrod, who was famous for her beauty, strength, wisdom, voluptuousness, 

alluring power, and for establishing a religious system in Babylon. Supposedly, Semiramis was the founder of 

the Babylonian mystery religion, which consisted of the deification and worship of Nimrod and Semiramis, 

the worship of the sun, moon, and stars, and ultimately, the worship of demons. This religious system 

involved astrology, priests, mysterious rites, human sacrifice, and temple prostitution.  

d) As the legend goes, Semiramis' mystery religion went to a whole new level after Nimrod died. Refusing to "sit 

as a widow" and desiring to remain a "queen forever" over Nimrod's empire, Semiramis concocted a fable 

when she become pregnant, claiming that her son was miraculously conceived in a "virgin birth" in 

fulfillment of the promised seed prophesied in Genesis 3:15.5 Because of her immaculate conception, 

Semiramis was eventually deified as the queen of heaven and became known as a virgin goddess who gave 

birth to the promised deliverer, Tammuz, whom she declared to be Nimrod reborn. 

e) According to tradition, Tammuz was killed by a wild boar and went into the underworld. But through the 

weeping of his mother, he was resurrected in the spring. In fact, when Ezekiel was in Babylonian captivity, he 

saw the women of the city "weeping for Tammuz" (Ezek. 8:14). This was all Satan's master counterfeit plan to 

deceive the nations of the true virgin birth of Jesus Christ and His resurrection from the dead.  

f) In devising the fable of the immaculate conception, Semiramis received what her heart was set upon—to be 

worshiped as the queen of heaven, the virgin goddess of Babylon. In fact, she was worshiped more than her 

son. 



Session 8: Overcoming Jezebel                                  Sunday, January 17, 2015 | Bryan Kessler 
 

 

Restoration Life Church | www.RestorationLife.org         Page 4 
 

g) After their deaths, Nimrod and Semiramis were deified and given homage as Marduk (Nimrod) and Ishtar 

(Semiramis). Nimrod was worshiped as the sun god and father of creation while Semiramis became the 

moon goddess of fertility.  

h) In Nimrod's and Semiramis' city of Bab-El, which means the gate of God, the people built a temple for their 

Babylonian mystery religion. Known as a ziggurat, this temple was "a tower whose top [would] reach into 

heaven" (Gen. 1:28, emphasis mine). In this temple, the community would come to worship Nimrod, 

Semiramis, the other Babylonian deities, and ultimately, Satan and other demons. In this demonic house of 

adulterous and idolatrous defilement, humans would be sacrificed, virgins would be dedicated to the gods 

as temple prostitutes, witchcraft was practiced, and worshipers would prophesy by the stars. 

i) After the Lord came down and sent the city of Babel into a state of chaos and confusion, the people likely 

gathered into groups according to their language and moved into new areas, bringing their Babylonian 

religion with them (Gen. 11:5, 7). History testifies of various cultures worshiping the sun god Baal and the 

moon goddess Ishtar, along with the practice of astrology, witchcraft, temple prostitution, building temple 

shrines reminiscent of the Tower of Babel, and other ungodly rituals. Babylon, the first city completely 

dedicated to a network of false gods and Satan worship, is the mother of all harlots, and she has influenced 

all the nations with her demonic religion (Rev. 17:5).  

j) After the Lord judged Babel, Babylon's Ishtar and Tammuz were exported to Phoenicia as Asherah and 

Tammuz, to Egypt as Isis and Horus, to Greece as Aphrodite and Eros, and to Italy as Venus and Cupid (Rev. 

17:5). Today, the most prominent version of the mother and child is in the Catholic Church, where 

parishioners naively pray to and worship the Virgin Mary, who holds baby Jesus in her arms. 

k) There are also many different names and forms of this mother goddess/child worship in other nations. 

Various lands called the virgin goddess Eostre, Astarte, Ostera, Eastre, and Dianne. Other names for this 

goddess are the Mother Goddess, Mother Earth, Wife of Baal, and Queen of Heaven. Additionally, this mother 

goddess was frequently worshipped as the goddess of fertility, love, war, and sex. She was also worshipped 

as a mediator between god and man and history reveals that sexual orgies and temple prostitution were 

often used in religious rituals honoring her, purportedly trying to gain her favor so that she would release 

fertility upon the land and give barren women the ability to conceive. 

l) Whereas Semiramis was worshiped in many forms and ways, Nimrod was primarily worshiped as Marduk/Bel 

in Babylon and as Baal by the Canaanites, Phoenicians, Syrians, and to some extent the Egyptians. In many 

cases, Baal was one of the main false gods that Israel was seduced to worship in the Old Testament. 

m) Many centuries after God judged Babel, the Babylonian mystery religion became the fountainhead of 

idolatry and the mother of every heathen and pagan system in the world. This mystery religion that 

originated in Babylon has spread in various forms throughout the whole earth and is still with us today. In 

fact, as Revelation 17-18 describe, Babylon's ancient religious system of abominable idolatry, immorality, 

deception, and witchcraft will reach an unprecedented level of influence before the Lord returns. 

V. Isaiah 47 and the Queen of Heaven 

a) Given that historical background, we can now dive into the revelation of the demonic queen of heaven from 

Isaiah 47. Many scholars only assert that Isaiah 47 is a fulfilled prophecy of Babylon’s fall in 539 B.C. However, 

if you look closely at this prophecy, it not only describes the fall of Babylon as an empire to Cyrus, but it also 

foretells the demise of Babylon’s religious influence, which has affected most of the world, and as Revelation 

18:7 makes clear, will continue to do so until the end of the age. In summary, Isaiah 47 was partially fulfilled 

in 539 B.C., but it will not be completely fulfilled until the end of the age, when Babylon's mystery religion is 

judged once-and-for-all. 

b) Isaiah 47 continues the theme of God's judgment upon ancient Babylon that was established in Isaiah 46. For 

example, in Isaiah 46:1-2, Isaiah declared that two of Babylon's chief gods, Bel (Marduk) and Nebo, would not 

be able to deliver Babylon from the coming captivity at the hands of Cyrus in 539 B.C. Isaiah was basically 
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saying that Bel and Nebo would be unable to protect the empire from enemy invasion because they were 

powerless gods who could not deliver the nation from the coming captivity.  

c) Although not obvious at first, and many commentators have missed this extremely important point, Isaiah 

began the prophecy of Isaiah 47 like he did in 46:1-2, this time addressing a Babylonian goddess rather than 

the two Babylonian gods. Notice carefully that Isaiah is not talking to the Babylonian empire, as many 

scholars presume, but to the "virgin daughter of Babylon" who is "tender and delicate" (47:1). As we just saw 

in the background section, the virgin daughter of Babylon refers to Ishtar, perhaps morphing from 

Semiramis into a goddess, who was worshiped by the Babylonians as the queen of heaven. Just as "Bel has 

bowed down" and "Nebo stoops over," Ishtar, the virgin daughter of Babylon, was about to be dethroned by 

Cyrus and his invading army (Isa. 46:1).  

d) Beginning in 47:5, Isaiah made a dramatic shift that is not easily observed. He moved from addressing the 

virgin goddess Ishtar to speaking directly to the power behind this virgin goddess—a demonic world ruler 

who wants to be worshiped as the queen of heaven. Recall that Paul said that behind every idol is a demon, 

and when people worship idols, they really are worshiping demons (1 Cor. 10:19-20). With this in mind, 

observe closely how Isaiah addressed this queen of heaven in verses 5-15. Specifically, she boasts that she 

will be a queen forever (7), she says in her heart that there is none besides me (8), she has the power to cast 

spells, to charm, to perform sorcery, and to cause trembling (9, 11, 12), and she brags that no one sees her 

(10). We know from other references in Isaiah that false gods are just blocks of wood cut from trees and they 

have no power to do good or evil, they cannot save or deliver, and they cannot profit, see, or know (Isa. 

44:19; 41:23; 45:20; 44:9). Basically, idols are lifeless, powerless, and unanimated blocks of wood. Therefore, in 

verses 5-15, Isaiah was not speaking to a block of wood made from a tree; rather, he was speaking to a 

demonic power that has a heart, can speak, is hidden from the natural eye, can cast spells, and can cause 

trembling. Idols are just blocks of wood that have no power to do any of that. That is why we know that 

Isaiah was speaking beyond the goddess Ishtar to the demonic power behind her—the queen of heaven. 

e) Ezekiel 28:11-19 is a perfect example of how a prophet spoke to a demonic power, in this case to Satan 

himself, through his proxy the King of Tyre. Isaiah 14:12-14 is another example of a prophet addressing Satan 

through a human agent, this time through the future King of Babylon, the antichrist. In the same way, Ishtar 

is the proxy by which Isaiah addressed the demonic world ruler known as the queen of heaven. 

f) With this in mind, when people worshiped Ishtar, Astarte, Asherah, Dianne of Ephesus, or any of the other 

forms of the queen of heaven throughout history, they worshiped a very high ranking demonic power that 

could very well be the second in command of hell's hierarchy, who in the words of Isaiah, wants to "be a 

queen forever" (47:7).  

g) If Satan is king in the demonic order, this evil power behind Ishtar is right under his authority as a ruling 

queen. This explains why Baal and Asherah are usually mentioned together in Scripture and why there has 

always been a goddess in almost every culture that was worshiped as the queen of heaven (Judges 6:25, 28, 

30; 1 Kings 18:19; 2 Kings 17:16; 2 Kings 21:3; 2 Kings 23:4; Jer. 7:18, 44:17-25). 

h) The queen of heaven is the demonic spirit behind much of the defilement in the earth today, including false 

religions, sexual immorality, sensuality, drunkenness, drug abuse, sexual perversion, witchcraft, the occult, 

control, and compromise. Additionally, the queen of heaven, who seeks to emasculate men, is the driving 

force behind the homosexual movement and is violently opposed to husbands being the spiritual leader of 

the home. Furthermore, the queen of heaven is the power behind the feminist movement, abortion rights 

groups, the New Age movement, astrology, and much of the music and entertainment industries. 

i) The queen of heaven has power to the degree that she remains hidden. Isaiah said that this queen feels 

“secure in [her] wickedness” because, in her own words, “No one sees me” (Isa. 47:10). As long as the truth 

about her is covered, as long as she is shrouded by darkness, she “dwells securely” and boasts in her heart, “I 

will be a queen forever....I am, and there is no on besides me. I will not sit as a widow, nor know loss of 

children” (Isa. 47:7-8). This queen will do everything in her power to remain hidden. Exposure and revelation 

is how this veiled demonic queen will begin to "know loss of children" before her ultimate fate at the end of 
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the age. To a very large degree, the body of Christ is extremely ignorant of the queen of heaven. If you ask 

most believers if they have ever heard of the queen of heaven, unless they were former Catholics and were 

familiar with the veneration of the Virgin Mary, their answer would be no. Furthermore, most believers in the 

body of Christ would view a teaching like this as irrelevant and not pertinent to their everyday lives. But 

nothing could be further from the truth! Such a mindset could mean that you are in bondage to her 

unknowingly, that you are one whom she has significant influence over and controls like a puppet. 

VI. Overcoming Jezebel and the Queen of Heaven 

a) Over the years, I have heard many prominent ministers say that we don't need to focus on demons and that 

we shouldn't look for a demon behind every tree. Although there is some truth to this, since our focus should 

be on the Lord, it is foolish to be ignorant of the devil's schemes (2 Cor. 2:11). Let me illustrate what I mean 

with an example from college football. Recently, when Georgia played Alabama, Georgia's new offensive 

coordinator Brian Schottenheimer had only coached a few games at the college level. So, with such little 

game tape to study, Alabama's defensive coordinator Kirby Smart watched film of every play from 

Schottenheimer's experience as offensive coordinator in the NFL—over seven years worth! Why did he go to 

such excruciating lengths to prepare for this game? Smart wanted to get inside of Schottenheimer's mind so 

that he might know his tendencies, how he might react in certain situations, and how he would respond in 

different circumstances. What was the result? Alabama won 38-10. Georgia's offense scored a measly 10 

points because Kirby Smart knew his opponent so well. The same is true with spiritual warfare. If we want to 

overcome the enemy, we have to know and understand how he works and operates. 

b) With this in mind, all the background information that we have just discussed is crucially important because 

it highlights the war going on in the spirit realm regarding the bride of Christ. The queen of heaven wants to 

“be a queen forever,” and she does not want to give up her authority to the bride of Christ—the true queen 

of heaven (Isa. 47:7). Desperately clinging to power, the queen of heaven is fighting against the bride of 

Christ with all of her might, for she knows that when the bride matures and makes herself ready, her position 

of authority and world-wide influence in the heavens will be finished. That is why this wicked queen is 

actively working to defile the bride with idolatry, sexual immorality, perversion, rebellion, independence, 

fear, and witchcraft. 

c) If you don't get anything else from this teaching, please get this: The demonic queen of heaven wants to defile 

the bride of Christ so that she can retain her position of power and influence in the heavens. For when the bride of 

Christ overcomes and makes herself ready, it will mean the end of her rule forever! 

d) With this goal in mind, think of Jezebel as the mold, the prototype, that the queen of heaven and the 

demonic powers under her authority want to conform believers into as she seeks to create a counterfeit 

bride in the earth. This Jezebelic mold is characterized by pride, rebellion, independence, false religion, 

sexual defilement, sensuality, witchcraft, fear, intimidation, control, and manipulation.  

e) It is interesting to note that both the queen of heaven and the New Testament Jezebel have "children" (Isa. 

47:9; Rev. 2:23). Her "children" are all who are ensnared by strongholds of emasculation, homosexuality, 

sexual defilement, rejection, fear, rebellion, control, manipulation, or false religions. Though the spectrum of 

her influence is vast, from subtle influences to entrenched strongholds to full-blown demonization, 

multitudes around the world are under her heavy-handed fist. Because she operates through a cloak of 

invisibility, few have any clue that they are entangled by her web of deceit. When you stop and think about 

it, millions if not billions are enslaved to the queen of heaven and don't even know it. Whether through the 

false religions of Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Catholicism, or even compromised forms of Christianity, this 

queen has blinded and ensnared entire nations. Using pornography, perversion, extramarital sex, 

homosexuality, abortion, rape, sexual molestation, and sex-trafficking, this queen has a death grip on 

multitudes around the world and most have no clue. 

f) One of the reasons why the Lord rebuked the leaders at Thyatira for tolerating Jezebel is because He knew 

how this wicked queen operates. If you give her a sliver of an opening, she will work relentlessly to exploit 

that and turn it into a full-blown stronghold whereby she can control you like a puppet.  
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g) Just as Elijah prophesied the doom of Jezebel and she was eaten by dogs, the good news is that God 

promises that this demonic queen's "nakedness will be uncovered," that her "shame also will be exposed," 

that those under her influence will be liberated, and that she will experience “loss of children...in full 

measure” (Isa. 47:9; 1 Kings 21:23; 2 Kings 9:35-37)! 

h) Though we could fill pages with all the areas where we need to overcome the influence of this queen, for the 

sake of time, we will limit it to just three areas. As we do this, please keep in mind the wisdom that James 

pointed out when he said, "This wisdom...is earthly, natural [soulish], demonic" (James 3:15, emphasis mine). 

In other words, there is a spectrum that we always need to consider when dealing with strongholds. On one 

end of the spectrum is the natural and soulish struggles that everyone faces. These struggles are not 

demonic, though they can open a door for demons and demonization. On the other end of the spectrum, as 

James pointed out, is demonic influence that can result in demonization. So when we talk about overcoming 

Jezebel, keep in mind that not everything we talk about means that a demon under the authority of the 

queen of heaven is entrenched within your soul. It could just be a struggle with your uncrucified flesh. On 

the other hand, don't rule out the influence of a demon either or you might remain in bondage. Always keep 

in mind that you cannot cast out the flesh nor can you crucify a demon! 

i) Let me illustrate with an example. A person who struggles with pornography might just be struggling with 

their unredeemed flesh. Or, since their flesh opened a legal access point for demons, their struggle could be 

energized by demonic powers. Or, their struggle could have evolved into a full-blown stronghold whereby 

they are demonized and have no power to resist the urge to look at pornography. You could easily apply 

that type of scenario to homosexuality, pride, rebellion, control, manipulation, intimidation, and witchcraft. 

j) With this in mind, let's talk about overcoming Jezebel and the queen of heaven by looking at these three 

areas where we need to overcome: 

1. Sexual sin; 

2. Pride, independence, and rebellion; 

3. Witchcraft. 

VII. #1: Overcome Sexual Sin 

a) Isaiah called the queen of heaven a “sensual one” (Isa. 47:8). In Hebrew, this word means “voluptuous,"6 or 

“full of, producing, or characterized by sensual delights and pleasures; sensual; arising from sensual 

gratification."7 The queen of heaven is the demonic spirit behind sensuality, fornication, sexual perversion, 

pornography, sex trafficking, and homosexuality. 

b) Jesus said that the Jezebel at Thyatira led His servants into “acts of immorality” (Rev. 2:20). Enmeshed in the 

trade guilds at Thyatira was the worship of false gods, sexual perversion, ceremonial prostitution, substance 

abuse, lewd dancing, and erotic music.  

c) The cult of Ishtar revolved around sexual immorality and sacred prostitution. Her "holy city" of Uruk was even 

called the "town of the sacred courtesans" and she herself was known as the "courtesans of the gods."8 The 

ancient Greek historian Herodotus described Ishtar's sacred prostitution in detail, stating, 

The foulest Babylonian custom is that which compels every woman of the land to sit in the temple of 

Aphrodite [the Greek version of Ishtar] and have intercourse with some stranger once in her life. 

Many women who are rich and proud and disdain to mingle with the rest, drive to the temple in 

covered carriages drawn by teams, and stand there with a great retinue of attendants. But most sit 

down in the sacred plot of Aphrodite, with crowns of cord on their heads; there is a great multitude 

of women coming and going; passages marked by line run every way through the crowd, by which 

the men pass and make their choice. Once a woman has taken her place there, she does not go away 

to her home before some stranger has cast money into her lap, and had intercourse with her outside 

the temple; but while he casts the money, he must say, “I invite you in the name of Mylitta” (that is 

the Assyrian name for Aphrodite). It does not matter what sum the money is; the woman will never 
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refuse, for that would be a sin, the money being by this act made sacred. So she follows the first man 

who casts it and rejects no one. After their intercourse, having discharged her sacred duty to the 

goddess, she goes away to her home; and thereafter there is no bribe however great that will get 

her. So then the women that are fair and tall are soon free to depart, but the uncomely have long to 

wait because they cannot fulfill the law; for some of them remain for three years, or four. There is a 

custom like this in some parts of Cyprus (emphasis mine).9 

d) Though temple prostitution is a thing of the past, the influence of this queen has remained and is on the rise 

through internet pornography, sex-trafficking, and the homosexual movement. In most cultures around the 

world, sexual immorality has been normalized, abortion is a form of birth control, pornography is at an all-

time high, and sex-trafficking is the fastest-growing criminal enterprise in the world. 

e) Let's consider the increase of internet pornography for a moment. According to CovenantEyes' carefully 

researched statistics, there have been over 2 billion internet searches for pornography since the start of 

2015.10 One out of five mobile searches are for pornography and 24% of smart-phone owners admit to 

having pornographic material on their mobile handset. By 2017, it is estimated that a quarter of a billion 

people are expected to be accessing mobile adult content from their phones or tablets, an increase of more 

than 30% from 2013. Though these statistics include a significant number of unbelievers, the sobering reality 

is that 64% of Christian men and 15% of Christian women say they watch porn at least once a month.  

f) Tragically, the thirteen-billion dollar porn industry is the primary gateway to the purchase of humans for 

commercial sex. Catherine Mackinon, a professor at Harvard Law School, says that "consuming pornography 

is an experience of bought sex" and thus it creates a hunger to continue to purchase, objectify, and act out 

what is seen.11 In a very literal way, pornography advertises sex-trafficking because it stirs up lust to such a 

degree that the next step is to engage in sex on demand with a real person. Not only that, but traffickers and 

pimps use pornographic images of victims as specific advertising for their “products.”12 Thus, viewing 

pornography is the dress rehearsal for prostitution and it is fueling the sex-trade industry. 

g) Now let's consider the growth of sex-trafficking, which is now the fastest growing criminal enterprise in the 

world.13 Close to 21 million adults and children are bought and sold worldwide into commercial sexual 

servitude, forced labor, and bonded labor.14 Almost 6 out of 10 identified trafficking survivors were for sexual 

exploitation.15 If that statistic was extrapolated, that would put the number of sex slaves over 12 million. Not 

surprisingly, women and girls make up 98% of sex-trafficking victims.16 Even worse, about 2 million of the 

victims are children.17 

h) One sex-trafficking survivor from Cambodia said, "They forced me to sleep with as many as 50 customers a 

day. I had to give [the pimp] all my money. If I did not [earn a set amount] they punished me by removing my 

clothes and beating me with a stick until I fainted, electrocuting me, cutting me."18 

i) According to the Equality Now website, "Survivors of sex trafficking tell stories of daily degradation of mind 

and body. They are often isolated, intimidated, sold into debt bondage and subject to physical and sexual 

assault by their traffickers. Most live under constant mental and physical threat. Many suffer severe 

emotional trauma, including symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder and disassociation. They are at 

greater risk of contracting sexually transmissible infections, including HIV/AIDS. Many become pregnant and 

are forced to undergo often unsafe abortions."19 

j) Seeing how the sex-slave industry is on the rise, consider what John wrote about the economic engine of the 

great harlot, who will be energized behind the scenes by the queen of heaven. He saw cargoes of "slaves and 

human lives" (Rev. 18:13). Undoubtedly, the queen of heaven is the demonic power behind pornography 

and sex-trafficking.  

k) A startlingly and sobering thought is that those entangled in the web of pornography are creating a greater 

demand for sex-trafficking. What might seem like a harmless form of sexual entertainment carried out in the 

privacy of the home is actually a catalyst for women and young girls in Cambodia, Thailand, Brazil, and many 
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other countries to be physically and sexually assaulted, to suffer great emotional trauma, and to even be 

forced to have an abortion. 

l) There are so many other areas where this queen is entrenched in our culture, from the softer forms of porn 

seen in Victoria Secret ads and the sensual movies and TV shows that we allow into our home; to the way 

women dress in skimpy bikinis to go to the pool or beach; to the legalization of homosexual marriage; and to 

the normalization of cohabitation in our culture.  

m) Those who want to make themselves ready as the bride of Christ must overcome every form of heterosexual 

and homosexual sin. Because Jezebel is so entrenched in our culture, we must fight aggressively in full 

reliance upon the Holy Spirit against lust, sexual sins, and all forms perversion. Overcomers are people who 

strive to be cleansed in body, soul, and spirit from all of Jezebel's defilement. 

VIII. #2: Overcome Pride, Independence, and Rebellion 

a) The Old Testament Jezebel was arrogant and proud, the New Testament Jezebel called “herself a 

prophetess” (Rev. 2:20), and the queen of heaven says in her heart, “I am, and there is no one besides me” 

(Isa. 47:10). 

b) Jezebel is one of the most self-absorbed, narcissistic people to have ever walked this earth. Everything that 

she did was about herself—what she wanted, when she wanted it, and how she wanted it done. She was 

pride personified. 

c) Not only was Jezebel proud, but she was fiercely independent. This is even reflected in her name, which 

means "non-cohabited or unhusbanded."20 Essentially, Jezebel means independence. Along these lines, recall 

that the queen of heaven boasts in her heart, “There is no one besides me” (Isa. 47:8). 

d) Because of her brazen arrogance and her tenacious independence, Jezebel could submit to no one. Though 

Ahab carried the title of "king," it was Jezebel who ruled the northern kingdom of Israel. She is the one who 

institutionalized Baal and Asherah worship. She is the one who took the moral Law and shattered it to pieces 

by normalizing sexual immorality and perversion. Even when Ahab was upset because he couldn't have 

Naboth's vineyard, Jezebel—the king in queen's clothes—devised an evil plan that falsely accused Naboth 

and had him executed. So not only was Jezebel the personification of pride and independence, but also 

rebellion.  

e) One of Jezebel's primary tactics is to usurp authority. This could happen in any context where God has 

established divine order for authority, such as in the home, at church, or at work. We know from Scripture 

that God has established the husband as the leader of the home, the senior pastor as the main visionary of 

the church, parents as the head of their children, and the boss as the executive over his employees. In each 

of these different contexts, there are endless examples of how the queen of heaven has worked behind the 

scenes to make the authority figure passive, just like Ahab, so that the one under authority might derail 

God's vision, purpose, and direction for a family, organization, or church. 

f) Remember that God spoke to Adam—not to Eve—about the consequences of eating the forbidden fruit. 

This has nothing to do with gender superiority, but about the authority figures that God has chosen to work 

through. Because Eve didn't hear directly from the Lord, the devil worked through Eve to usurp Adam's God-

given authority and to abort God's original design for mankind. The same is true with Korah and every other 

example of rebellion in the Bible. The queen of heaven works through those under authority to usurp 

authority from those whom God has appointed in order to destroy the Lord's purpose and calling for 

families, churches, and organizations.  

IX. #3: Overcome Witchcraft 

a) The queen of heaven is also the demonic power behind witchcraft. Speaking of the queen of heaven, Isaiah 

said, 
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Stand fast now in your spells and in your many sorceries with which you have labored from your 

youth; perhaps you will be able to profit, perhaps you may cause trembling. You are wearied with 

your many counsels; let now the astrologers, those who prophesy by the stars, those who predict by 

the new moons, stand up and save you from what will come upon you (Isa. 47:12-13).  

b) It was said about the Old Testament Jezebel that "her witchcrafts are so many" (2 Kings 9:22) and of the great 

harlot Babylon, who is a puppet of the queen of heaven, that "all the nations were deceived by your sorcery" 

(Rev. 18:23). 

c) The queen of heaven is the spirit behind overt witchcraft practiced in the remote villages of Africa, South and 

Central America, and even among some groups in the United States. It is also the force behind sorcery, 

astrology, the Ouija Board, séances, the occult, Freemasonry, fortune tellers, palm readers, and tarot cards. 

d) The church in America typically believes that a discussion on witchcraft is irrelevant to them. Sure, there are 

witches and Satanists that lurk in dark and remote places in our nation, but witchcraft doesn't really affect 

the average American believer, right? Well, what about horoscopes, horror movies, or books such as Harry 

Potter and Twilight that promote witchcraft? What about Halloween, a holiday where Satanists perform 

human sacrifices and darkness, death, fear, and evil are celebrated? Sadly, many born-again believers who 

love Jesus don't even think twice about their kids participating. If you have young girls, what about Disney 

princess movies where witchcraft is typically entwined in the movie. Consider Frozen for instance. Most of 

the movie revolves around Elsa using sorcery to turn Arendelle into a tundra. My point is that "cute" and 

"innocent" forms of witchcraft permeate the American culture and most believers don't think twice about it, 

even though the fingerprints of this queen are smeared all over it! 

X. The Rod of Authority 

a) To those who overcome Jezebel's works, character, and influence, Jesus promises, "TO HIM I WILL GIVE 

AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF THE 

POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My Father" (Rev. 2:26-27). This is an 

exact quote from Psalm 2:9, which means that the overcomers will rule in partnership with Jesus and will 

share in His Messianic inheritance. 

b) As the Messiah of Israel, Jesus will sit on the throne of David and reign over the house of Jacob forever (Luke 

1:31-33). His reign will commence at His second coming, when He defeats God's enemies and rules the 

nations from Jerusalem for 1,000 years as God completely fulfills the Davidic Covenant (Ps. 89:3-4, 35-36; Jer. 

3:17; Zech. 14:9; Rev. 20:4). Jesus, the greater son of David and King of the Jews, will inherit the ends of the 

earth as His possession, rule over the nations with a rod of iron enforcing God's Word, and He will shatter the 

rebellious in His wrath during His millennial reign.  

c) Amazingly, the overcomers—in this context those who overcome the works, influence, and character of 

Jezebel and the queen of heaven who controls her—will partner with Jesus to establish God's kingdom 

throughout the earth. These overcoming saints will rule and reign with judicial responsibility and kingdom 

authority, bringing justice and righteousness into the sphere of authority entrusted to them, whether that is 

being "in authority over ten cities" or "five cities" or perhaps even a nation (Luke 19:17-19). For too long, the 

church has tried to spiritualize these cities, but the truth is, these cities are literal and might even be some of 

the cities we are familiar with today, such as New York City, Washington, D.C., London, and Rome.  

d) With such a prestigious, honorable, and royal calling, it is vital that we overcome Jezebel's sensuality, sexual 

immorality, pride, rebellion, independence, control, manipulation, intimidation, idolatry, and witchcraft. Not 

only should we overcome her, but we should not even give her a sliver of an opening that could potentially 

grow into a greater stronghold. 

e) The overcomers who are granted authority will participate with Jesus in judging the nations during the 

Millennial Kingdom (Matt. 25:31-46). John said that "judgment [will be] given" to the overcomers and Paul 
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said that we "will judge the world" and even "angels" (1 Cor. 6:2-3). When Jesus judges the nations and 

evaluates their role in the Millennial Kingdom, the overcomers will be His right-hand men and women! 

f) The authority given to the overcomers in the Millennial Kingdom is like a rod of iron that with one sharp 

blow breaks clay pottery into hundreds of pieces. The imagery is unmistakably clear—the overcomers' 

authority will result in utter destruction for those who rebel against the rule of God. The moment that Jesus 

and the overcomers return to earth, they will use their rod-of-iron authority to utterly destroy the antichrist, 

the false prophet, all of his military, and everyone in the nations who took the mark of the beast. After this, 

Jesus and the overcomers will use their scepter-like rod of authority to enforce God's rule in the earth and to 

deal ruthlessly with all who rebel against the Lord and His Word. 

XI. The Morning Star 

a) Not only does Jesus promise the overcomers authority on the earth, but He also offers them "the morning 

star" (Rev. 2:28). Because it will take a bit of time to fully unpack what the morning star means, we will discuss 

this in a later session when we talk about Revelation 12 and the birth of the man-child.  

b) For now, as the context suggests with Jezebel and the behind-the-scenes enemy the queen of heaven, 

overcoming her and receiving the morning star is a veiled reference to receiving authority in the heavens.  

c) Remember that Jesus said, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth" (Matt. 28:18). Just as 

Jesus has authority in heaven and on earth, the overcomers will have authority in the heavens and on the 

earth. The authority on earth is the rod of iron that the overcomers receive to rule the nations in the ages to 

come. The authority in the heavens is the morning star that the overcomers receive, enabling them to 

partner with Jesus and His angels to cast the dragon and his angels, including the queen of heaven, down to 

the earth at the midpoint of the tribulation (Rev. 12:7-12). 
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