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I.  The Church of Pergamum (Rev. 2:12-17) 

a) About sixty miles due north of Smyrna was the city of Pergamum, alternatively spelled Pergamos, Pergamus, 

or Pergamon. As one of the largest cities in the ancient world, with a population of about 190,000, 

Pergamum was the capital city of the Roman province of Asia well into the second century. 

b) Though Pergamum was a wealthy city with a famous library and a famous physician, it was Pergamum's 

religion that gave this city such renown. With statues, altars, and sacred groves scattered about the city, 

Pergamum was an idolatrous city and the worship center for at least four of the most prominent Greek gods: 

Zeus, Athena, Dionysus, and Asclepius. 

c) In the second century B.C., to commemorate a victory over the Gauls by Attalus, a gigantic altar of Zeus was 

erected on a huge platform some eight-hundred feet above the city. Many believe that this altar was "Satan's 

throne" that Jesus referred to in Revelation 2:13. Amazingly, this altar was excavated stone by stone and 

taken to Berlin, where it was reassembled and became the centerpiece of the Pergamon Museum. 

Eventually, this altar became the model for the colossal grandstand used during Nazi rallies in Nuremberg. In 

the middle of the grandstand, where the bronze bull of Zeus once stood in Pergamum, the Nazis built Hitler's 

podium, where this antichrist figure would spellbind the German masses with speeches promoting the 

supremacy of the Arian race, the necessity of war, and his "Final Solution" to the "Jewish problem," ultimately 

leading to the Holocaust and the death of six million Jews. 

d) In addition to the altar of Zeus, some have suggested that the idol of Asclepius, always with a serpent in 

hand, was the throne of Satan. The cult of Asclepius in the city of Pergamum rivaled the fame of Diana of 

Ephesus and Apollo of Delphi. Asclepius was often referred to as savior in Greek mythology, and as the son 

of Apollo, was thought to have been the first physician. In fact, the rod of Asclepius with the entwined 

serpent, is a common symbol in modern times for anything related to medicine and health care. In fact, the 

logo for the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, before it was renamed The Department of 

Health and Human Services in 1979 and subsequently rebranded, had the staff of Asclepius with a serpent 

coiled around it. Perhaps the creepiest part of the cult of Asclepius, the renowned god of healing, was the 

temple shrine, where this god was worshiped by feeding a living serpent and the sick would spend the night 

with non-venomous snakes in hope that one would touch them and heal them of their ailments. 

e) Not only was Pergamum famous for its idolatrous worship of pagan deities, this city was also a recognized 

center in Asia Minor for the imperial cult of Caesar. This cult, who regarded emperors and members of their 

families as gods, was a unifying factor in the Roman empire that helped band together the dispersed soldiers 

and citizens in the remote provinces. In 29 B.C., Pergamum was granted permission to build and dedicate a 

temple to Augustus, three years before Smyrna received a similar privilege. Compared to the other six cities 

that Jesus addressed, Pergamum was the most fervent and devoted to the imperial cult, even more than 

Smyrna. This fact alone made it very dangerous for the loyal and faithful Christ-followers in this city.  

f) Whereas Jesus told the Ephesians I know your works and the Smyrna believers I know your tribulation, He 

told His people in Pergamum "I know where you dwell" (Rev. 2:13). He even identified their city as the place 

"where Satan's throne is" and the city "where Satan dwells" (Rev. 2:13). Whether it was Satan himself or 

another high ranking principality, the kingdom of darkness made the city of Pergamum one of its bases of 

operation in the earth. Looking at the proliferation of idols in this city, it is likely that some of the most 

powerful and high ranking demons in the kingdom of darkness gathered in the heavens over Pergamum to 

release their evil into the earth. Undoubtedly, Pergamum was one of the most strategic gates of hell in the 

world, a real stronghold of the kingdom of darkness, that unleashed some of the most lewd, adulterous, 

licentious, and idolatrous activity in the entire Roman empire.  

g) When you factor in the imperial cult of Rome, the concentrated oppression of demonic powers in heavenly 

places, the abominable practices of idol worship and temple prostitution in pagan shrines, and the 

idolatrous feasts where the heathen celebrated their patron god, ate meat sacrificed to idols, and 
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participated in gross orgies, Pergamum was a very difficult city to be a faithful Christian. There was an ever-

present threat of martyrdom for not bowing to Caesar and there was constant pressure to conform to the 

tolerant, diverse, and pluralistic Pergamum culture. It is not hard to imagine the heathens of this city urging 

their Christian friends, family members, and coworkers to loosen up, to relax some of the more stringent 

requirements of their new found faith, and to live life to its fullest by enjoying all the festivities, pleasures, 

and religions of the city.  

h) In summary, Pergamum was a city where loyalty to Rome was paramount, tolerance and love without 

absolutes were applauded, and diversity and religious pluralism were the hallmarks of its most esteemed 

citizens. Needless to say, Pergamum was a city where it was very easy for true believers to slip into 

compromise. 

i) Knowing the pressure that these believers faced in Satan's city, Jesus commended them for holding fast to 

His name and for not denying His faith (Rev. 2:13). Because these believers held fast to the unchangeable 

truths of the gospel, that is, to Jesus' virgin birth, crucifixion, and resurrection, they were empowered to 

remain loyal to Him despite the pressure to worship Caesar and to burn incense to his name.  

j) Whereas Jesus exhorted the Smyrna believers to be faithful until death because of the coming persecution, 

He applauded the Pergamum believers for remaining faithful in past seasons of persecution, most notably 

during the martyrdom of Antipas, whom Jesus called His "faithful witness" (Rev. 2:13, NIV). Though nothing is 

certain about Antipas, tradition suggests that during the reign of Domitian, because Antipas resisted the 

imperial mandate to worship Caesar, he was sentenced to death on the altar of Zeus, where he was placed 

into a hollow bronze bull designated for human sacrifice and burned to death. As the tradition goes, Antipas 

was placed inside of the bull, tied in such a way where his head went into the head of the bull, and then a fire 

was lit under the bull, causing Antipas to slowly roast to death. As was customary, when the victims would 

moan and cry out in pain, the sound would echo through the pipes in the bull's head, making it appear that 

the bull had come to life. 

k) Remarkably, the believers in Pergamum remained loyal to Christ in the face of martyrdom, even with the 

possibility of being slowly roasted to death like Antipas on the altar of Zeus. No wonder that Jesus heaped 

praise upon them for remaining loyal to Him when confronted with such a cruel form of death. The 

unswerving faith of the Pergamum believers was rare, unique, exceptional, astonishing, unnatural, 

surprising, and worthy of praise! These devoted and loyal Christ-followers loved Jesus so much that even 

death threats from Roman authorities could not deter them from allegiance to the Lordship of Christ.  

II. A Paradox In Pergamum 

a) In spite of their unwavering loyalty, a very strange paradox existed in Pergamum. On the one hand, the 

believers in this church were ready to follow Christ to death; on the other hand, they were overly tolerant of 

the cultural customs that had seeped into the church and threatened their purity. What was difficult to 

understand was that the believers in this city were willing to die for Jesus Christ, but they were having a hard 

time living for Him in the way He prescribed. 

b) Jesus pointed out two areas that had to be dealt with immediately, namely idolatry and immorality, or else 

He was going to visit this church and "make war against" those who were tolerating, promoting, and 

practicing this lawlessness with "the sword of [His] mouth" (Rev. 2:14-16). 

c) As Sam Storms said, "If the Ephesian church was guilty of elevating truth above love, the church at 

Pergamum had elevated love above truth. Their commitment to peace and tolerance had apparently 

degenerated into a weak sentimentality that now posed both a serious ethical and theological threat."1 

d) Certain false prophets and false teachers had crept into the church at Pergamum and were turning "the 

grace of our God into licentiousness" (Jude 1:4). Sure, they were rightly celebrating grace, pointing people to 

grace, and teaching that everything hinges upon grace. But they were likely neglecting the other side of 
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grace that instructs "us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in 

the present age" (Titus 2:11-12). 

e) In the church of Pergamum there were three guilty parties. First, there were the teachers who advocated 

licentious behavior in the name of Christian liberty and grace. Second, there were the tolerators who allowed 

the false teaching to go uncorrected. Third, there were the taught who were being influenced by biblical 

truths mingled with error, which gave unrepentant believers entangled in compromise false assurance that 

God accepted their lawless behavior. Jesus addressed His correction, exhortation, and warning of judgment 

to all three of these groups. 

f) Commenting about this paradox in Pergamum, Sam Storms said,  

This is a truly remarkable, indeed puzzling, situation. They were devoted to the truth of who Christ is 

and the essentials of the gospel message. They were even willing to die for it! But they fudged when 

it came to dealing with those in the church who compromised the ethical implications of that very 

gospel. It's almost as if they said, "I personally will never back down, even if it means my death. On 

the other hand, perhaps we need to be less rigid and a bit more tolerant when it comes to those 

who draw different conclusions about the practical implications of the saving grace of our Lord."2 

g) Jesus' response to the teachers, the tolerators, and the taught was "I have a few things against you" (Rev. 

2:14). I assume that Jesus was not in a good mood when He corrected the church of Pergamum for their 

tolerance, promotion, and involvement in such lawless behavior. For these believers entangled in 

compromise, it had to be unnerving that Jesus would reveal Himself as the One "who has the sharp two-

edged sword" coming out of His mouth (Rev. 2:12). Though they didn't fear Caesar, which was good, 

apparently they didn't fear Jesus either, which was bad!  

h) There was no explicit reason why the church of Pergamum tolerated the false teachers who were preaching 

a mixed gospel of grace, but it is unlikely that it was due to fear. After all, Jesus commended them for their 

courage when it would have been understandable for them to cower in fear. Perhaps the mixture was 

related to their image in the community—they didn't want to be known as religious killjoys who were too 

serious to have fun, they wanted to present a Jesus who was cooler and more relevant than Zeus, or they 

didn't want to be branded as narrow-minded, bigoted, judgmental, old-fashioned, hateful, or irrelevant. 

Looking at it from a different angle, maybe their compromise was related to an evangelistic strategy that had 

gone too far. In an effort to preach a more seeker-sensitive gospel that would make it easier to connect with 

and win the heathen in the city, to make the church of Pergamum a place where the unchurched loved to 

attend, they had drifted into unforeseen compromise. Whatever the reason, we know that when Jesus 

threatened to make war with the sword of His mouth, it was not good news! Something had to be done 

immediately about the doctrine of demons that was being promoted and tolerated in the church of 

Pergamum. 

III. The Teaching of the Balaamites 

a) Correcting the church, Jesus said, "But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who 

hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to 

eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality" (Rev. 2:14). 

b) Let's quickly review the story of Balaam to better understand what Jesus was communicating. Balaam had a 

powerful prophetic ministry, so powerful that his reputation reached the ears of Balak, the king of Moab. This 

king, fearing that the Israelites would soon invade their land, tried to lure the prophet Balaam to work for 

him and to curse Israel so that the Hebrew nation might be defeated. To make a long story short, because 

Balaam was motivated by finances and fame, Balak was able to persuade Balaam to give him the loophole 

that would bring Israel under God's judgment. Known as the "the counsel of Balaam," the greedy, glory-

seeking, power-driven prophet advised Balak to get the women of Moab, probably the most seductive and 

alluring that he could find, to invite the men of Israel to one of their pagan festivals, where they would offer 
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sacrifices to idols and engage in sexual immorality (Num. 25:1-3; 31:16). As a result of this counsel and the 

subsequent seduction, Israel came under the Lord's judgment and 24,000 people died (Num. 25:9). 

c) Balaam's sin was so egregious that Jesus, Peter, and Jude all used his story to warn their followers of the 

destruction that comes when the gospel is preached by ministers who are motivated by greed and self-

promotion. Peter referred to it as "the way of Balaam," which is "a heart trained in greed" and a love for "the 

wages of unrighteousness" (2 Peter 2:13-16). Jude said, "For pay they have rushed headlong into the error of 

Balaam" (Jude 1:11). This means that money, rather than the voice of God, dictates what you will say, how 

you will say it, when you will say it, and if you will say it. Put another way, if a verse or passage from the Bible 

is controversial and would result in people feeling convicted, reducing their tithe, or finding another church, 

pastors who are like Balaam will either water-down the verse or ignore it altogether.  

d) In addition to finances, Balaam was also motivated by honor and power. When the king's ambassadors came 

to Balaam, they repeated Balak's message to him, saying, "Please let nothing hinder you from coming to me; 

for I will certainly honor you greatly, and I will do whatever you say to me" (Num. 22:16-17, NKJV). Whenever 

the truths of the gospel are mixed with hearts tainted with greed, selfish-ambition, and the desire for power, 

it will always produce doctrines that lead to compromise. 

e) When Jesus called out the false teachers and prophets who "hold the teaching of Balaam," it is highly 

unlikely that they were teaching the believers to run to the temple of Zeus after church and have sex with a 

temple prostitute. It is far more probable that their teaching plucked biblical truths out of context, 

neglecting the full counsel of God's Word, to justify culturally acceptable customs. Instead of reading out of 

the Scriptures what the Bible teaches, they read into the Scriptures what they wanted it to say, enabling 

them to rationalize a lifestyle that conformed to their surrounding culture rather than to the Word of God. In 

all likelihood, the false teachers took the wonderful message of God's grace too far, giving the listeners a 

liberty that neither Jesus nor the apostles ever granted. Jesus referred to this teaching as a "stumbling block," 

or as the Greek word means, "the trigger of a trap" that causes one to be ensnared. Because these false 

teachers gave their audience "biblical" justification to live like the heathens in Pergamum, the doctrine itself 

was like the trigger of a trap that ensnared them, holding them captive to sin and even demons. Ultimately, 

like in the case of ancient Israel, the false teaching would result in God's judgment unless they repented. 

f) The fact that Jesus referred to Balaam probably meant that these false teachers were secretly motivated by 

greed, fame, and power. As a result, these teachers, like John Paul Jackson used to say, crafted a "designer 

theology" that mingled biblical truth with the culturally accepted customs and philosophies of the day, 

allowing them to be well-received, celebrated, and financial rewarded by the tolerant, pluralistic, and diverse 

people of Pergamum.  

g) It's pretty easy to see how this relates to us today. Speaking about the end times, Jesus warned that "many 

will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will mislead many" (Matt. 24:5). Who in their right mind 

would be deceived by some freak who claimed to be Jesus Christ? Though some naïve people might fall for 

this gimmick, Jesus explicitly said that "many" would be deceived. The Lord is not warning about some 

lunatic dressing up in a white cloak, growing out his hair and beard, wearing sandals, and proclaiming that 

he is Jesus Christ. If this is what you have believed about this verse, reread it from the perspective of 

ministers coming in Jesus' name, claiming that Jesus is "the Christ," and who mislead many because of their 

doctrines. That is what Jesus is undoubtedly referring to.  

h) I am not exaggerating when I say that there are multitudes of ministers today, likely thousands of them 

around the world, who are more like Balaam than Jesus Christ. Like Balaam, they are very gifted, whether it’s 

the ability to prophesy accurately, communicate eloquently, teach with clarity, lead with charisma, or usher 

people into God's presence through worship. Yet something is askew, for deep in their heart the cross has 

never dealt with their greed, self-promotion, desire for power, and craving to be praised. These selfish 

motives are resulting in mixture that are leading the people under their influence into deception and 

compromise. For some, there is a fear of proclaiming the full truth of God's Word because it might affect the 

cash flow; for others, there is a desire to be praised for the performance or applauded for the accuracy of a 
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prophetic word; for others, because some parts of the gospel are offensive, these are purposefully avoided 

from the pulpit because it would thin out the crowds.  

i) If you think of "the teaching of Balaam" as a spectrum, you have the full-blown prosperity gospel on the far 

right, which basically teaches that Jesus died to make you healthy, wealthy, and wise, and at the other end of 

the spectrum, you have ministers who care too much about their church's cash flow, their salary, or their 

reputation to teach the full council of God's Word, especially the controversial topics such as hell, judgment, 

homosexuality, repentance, the end times, and the judgment seat of Christ. Somewhere in the middle of the 

spectrum you have what Michael Brown called "hyper-grace" teachings, which take the beautiful and 

wonderful teachings of God's grace to unbiblical extremes; you also have the rebranding of Jesus into a 

culturally acceptable version that is cool, relevant, fashionable, tolerant, and too nice to judge people and 

send them to hell; and finally you have the seeker-sensitive gospel with its designer theology, who seeks to 

build churches that ungodly people like coming to and whose messages are carefully crafted by creative 

teams who pull from the latest movies, TV shows, and trends in society rather than from hours spent in 

prayer, the Word of God, and listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit. 

j) It is any wonder why the church resembles the surrounding culture far more than she does the Lord Jesus 

Christ? Because doctrines of demons are tickling the ears of God's people, the church is mired in deep 

compromise, with many very near the edge of full-blown apostasy.  

k) It's very tempting for us to look at many evangelical churches and think that God fully endorses their 

ministry because they are attracting large crowds, have great communicators, and have incredible worship. 

Nevertheless, we can't rightly assess their ministry by merely looking at the crowds, the talent, the finances, 

the buildings, and the buzz that they generate. We have to look at the fruit that is being produced. Are 

people being drawn deeper into a relationship with Jesus, are they becoming more Christ-like, and are they 

more willing to sacrifice their lives for the sake of the gospel? Or do they walk away talking more about how 

anointed, talented, and powerful a minister is rather than being enamored with Jesus? Is the compromised 

lifestyle of the audience confronted or appeased by the messages from the pulpit? Don't be deceived by 

ministers who only preach what fills the seats, builds the brand, and keeps the money flowing in. 

l) To underscore what I am saying, consider what researcher George Barna had to say about pastors speaking 

the full council of God's Word from the pulpit. This research from 2014 showed that while 90 percent of 

pastors believe the Bible speaks into the most pressing political and societal issues of today, fewer than 10 

percent would preach about these topics from the pulpit.3 What was the reason for their negligence? 

According to Barna, "Controversy keeps people from being in the seats, controversy keeps people from 

giving money, from attending programs."4 There you have it! Because the sin of Balaam is so widespread in 

the church today, fewer than 10 percent of pastors are speaking the full council of God's Word from the 

pulpit because they are being driven more by money and honor than truth. The timeless words of the 

apostle Paul to his spiritual son Timothy perfectly describe the crisis that we now face. Paul said, "For the 

time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will 

accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their ears from 

the truth and will turn aside to myths" (2 Tim. 4:3-4). 

IV. The Teaching of the Nicolaitans 

a) Jesus also said, "So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans" (Rev. 2:15). 

As mentioned in a previous session, though some debate exists about what the "teaching of the Nicolaitans" 

refers to, the best view is to see it as a reference to the followers of Nicolas, the Jerusalem deacon who fell 

away from the faith (Acts 6:5).5 This was the common view among the early church fathers, including 

Irenaues, who taught in the second century that the Nicolaitans were unrestrained in their indulgence of the 

flesh, especially in the area of immorality.  

b) Though the Nicolaitans don't exist today, a similar form of their antinomianism does. Antinomianism, which 

comes from the Greek word meaning lawless or without the law, is a belief that under the dispensation of 

grace, the moral Law has been abolished because faith alone is necessary for salvation. Antinomianism 
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teaches grace in a way that allows people to continue in sin without repentance. This deceptive teaching of 

false liberty and grace is a catalyst for compromise, sin, lawlessness, and even apostasy.  

c) Jude battled antinomianism in the first century, as is evident from his statement that "certain persons have 

crept in unnoticed…ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness" (Jude 1:4). 

Unfortunately, antinomianism is prevalent in the church today.  

d) Though the core teaching the of Balaamites and Nicolaitans were likely similar in that they turned God's 

grace into a license to sin, the main difference between the two were their motivations. The false teachers 

who were like Balaam were motivated by greed, selfish-ambition, pride, and power whereas the Nicolaitans 

were probably motivated more by the desire for pleasure and fleshly gratification. 

V. Modern-Day Examples of Compromise in the Church 

a) Now let's consider how deeply the church is mired in compromise. We are witnessing pastors coming out of 

the closet and announcing that they are gay. Sexual immorality, illicit affairs, and divorce rapidly increasing 

among God's people, with some hotels even claiming that the amount of pornography viewed during 

Christian conferences increases compared to secular conferences.  

b) In a study conducted by ChristianMingle.com, Christian singles between the ages of 18 to 59 were asked, 

“Would you have sex before marriage?” Sixty-three percent answered yes.6  Unfortunately, many believers 

place the fickle values of the surrounding culture above the unchanging truth of God's Word.  

c) Homosexuality is another issue where the church has capitulated. As western culture legalizes, 

institutionalizes, and normalizes homosexual marriage, some in the church have exchanged what God's 

immutable Word says about this issue for the shifting sands of cultural opinion. Rob Bell, the founder and 

senior pastor of Mars Hill Bible Church until 2012, is a perfect example. Under Bell's leadership, Mars Hill 

became one of the fastest growing churches in America. Nevertheless, in March of 2013, Bell announced that 

he now supports same-sex marriage, stating, "I am for marriage. I am for fidelity. I am for love, whether it’s a 

man and woman, a woman and a woman, a man and a man. I think the ship has sailed and I think the church 

needs...this is the world we are living in and we need to affirm people wherever they are.”7  Bell was brazen 

enough to warn American evangelicals to "adapt or die."8   

d) Tony Campolo, a leading evangelical voice, the author of over 35 books, a member of the American Baptist 

Churches USA denomination, and a onetime spiritual mentor to President Bill Clinton, expressed his support 

of same-sex marriage in the summer of 2015, saying, "I am finally ready to call for the full acceptance of 

Christian gay couples into the Church."9 He continued, "I have come to know so many gay Christian couples 

whose relationships work in much the same way as our own. Our friendships with these couples have helped 

me understand how important it is for the exclusion and disapproval of their unions by the Christian 

community to end. We in the Church should actively support such families."10 

e) Shifting subjects, Carrie Prejean, the former Miss California beauty queen who rose to fame for taking a stand 

for traditional marriage, said, "I am a Christian, and I am a model. Models pose for pictures, including lingerie 

and swimwear photos."11 This statement was in response to her posing for semi-nude photos which leaked 

online. 

f) Michael Winans Jr., the Grammy-nominated gospel singer of the prominent gospel-singing Winans family, is 

another example of how much compromise is in the church. Michael was sentenced to nearly 14 years in 

prison for an $8 million Ponzi scheme that he carried out in Christian churches as he lied to more than 1,000 

people who thought they were investing in Saudi Arabian crude oil bonds.  

g) A popular rapper said, "I love God, Jesus Christ is my savior, and I’m still out here thuggin.”12 Despite his so-

called conversion, this rapper said, "I still love the strip club and I still smoke and drink. I’m faithful to my 

family, so I wanted to make an album where you could love God and be of God, but still get poppin’ in your 

life."13  He makes these statements after he was supposedly born-again and baptized. 
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h) These examples are merely the tip of the iceberg. There are literally thousands more stories like this, 

everything from TV preachers entangled in sex scandals, materialism, and greed; to worship teams getting 

drunk after leading God's people in worship; to Bible studies focused on God's grace as joints are passed 

around the room; to a famous preacher accused of abusive gay relationships with teenagers; to an evangelist 

having an affair and divorcing his wife after leading revival meetings that touched a million-plus people from 

over 40 nations during a period of 6 months; to renowned religious organizations and churches caving into 

the surrounding culture's beliefs about homosexual marriage, with some even ordaining gay ministers to 

preach from a pulpit. 

VI. Modern-Day Teachings Leading to Compromise 

a) Paul revealed that in the end times, there would be "doctrines of demons" that would cause some to "fall 

away from the faith" (1 Tim. 4:1). A doctrine of demons is a demonically-inspired, carefully crafted, biblically-

mingled teaching that gives people a false sense of justification while they live in sin, paints an incomplete 

picture about who God truly is, or helps to build the brand and bank account of the minister.  

b) Before we take a closer look at a very prominent doctrine of demons that is growing in popularity around the 

world, let's look first at an incident in the New Testament which showcases the usual culprit in most 

demonically-inspired doctrines. When Jesus began to reveal to His disciples that He would be crucified, Peter 

took Him aside and rebuked Him for even suggesting such a terrible thought (Matt. 16:22). It would be the 

understatement of the year to say that Peter was bold. Where does this type of audacity come from to 

rebuke the Son of God? Nevertheless, Peter got exactly what he deserved, perhaps receiving the greatest 

rebuke in the Scriptures. Not mincing words, Jesus told him, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling 

block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's" (Matt. 16:23). 

c) This story showcases how doctrines of demons typically originate. Peter was trying to persuade Jesus that 

the cross was unnecessary, perhaps out of His love for Jesus, but even more because it would disrupt his life. 

After all, Peter had left everything to follow Him. What would happen if Jesus was not around? All that Peter 

had invested to follow Jesus would be wasted. Because Peter did not embrace the cross and allowed his self-

interests to be placed above God's will, a door was opened for Satan to influence him and to use him as a 

pawn to hinder God's purposes. 

d) The point to grasp is that almost every doctrine of demons originates when self-interest is mingled with the 

refusal to embrace the cross. When this happens, a door to the enemy is opened wide and a person can 

easily be used as demonically-inspired voice that leads God's people into compromise. 

e) With all of this in mind, let's look at a doctrine of demons commonly referred to as hyper-grace, which is 

leading multitudes of believers into compromise and sin. 

VII. The Errors of Hyper-Grace 

a) Michael Brown coined the phrase "hyper-grace" to describe the modern-day grace message, which takes the 

beautiful and glorious biblical truths about grace to an unbiblical extreme. In his highly recommend book 

Hyper-Grace, Brown lists many of the egregious errors of the modern-day grace message that is leading 

multitudes into compromise and sin. Let's briefly look at some of these errors. 

1. Confession of sins 

Hyper-grace teaching: Because our past, present, and future sins have been forgiven, there is no longer a 

need to confess our sins to God. Instead of focusing on how bad you feel for sinning, you should confess 

that you are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. To ask forgiveness after you have sinned is a sin—

the sin of unbelief. You are asking God to do something that has already been done. 

The truth: There are two types of forgiveness in the Scriptures. First, there is judicial forgiveness whereby 

God forgives our past, present, and future sins when we put our faith in Jesus and His finished work on 

the cross. Paul referred to this as justification by faith. In a legal sense, God does forgive our past, 
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present, and future sins. Otherwise, if we had a bad thought five seconds before we were hit by a train, 

we would die and go to hell. So there is certainly a need to rest in the truth that we have judicial 

forgiveness and we don't have to live with a paranoia wondering if we have confessed every sin that we 

have ever committed. Second, there is relational forgiveness that is needed for a healthy relationship 

with God. This is what John was referring to in 1 John 1:9, that if we confess our sins, God is faithful to 

forgive our sins and to cleanse us of unrighteousness. If you are married, you probably understand 

relational forgiveness well! Just as we tell our spouse that we are sorry for saying something 

inappropriate or for doing something that hurt them, whenever we sin against the Lord, we need to 

confess that as sin to Him so that our relationship with Him is restored. 

2. Sanctification 

Hyper-grace teaching: The moment we were born again, we were made perfectly, totally, and forever 

holy in God's sight, regardless of what we do or how we live. Sanctification is not a process whereby we 

become progressively holy. On the contrary, we become holy once and for all when the Holy Spirit 

comes to dwell within us. We are forever sanctified the moment we were born again and the life we now 

live is an overflow of being made eternally complete in Christ. We don't work toward perfection, for 

Christ has made us perfect on the cross; we work from perfection.  

The truth: Salvation takes place in three stages. First, there is justification, where we are declared 

righteous in Christ and our spirit is resurrected and made holy, complete, and righteous the moment the 

Holy Spirit comes to dwell within us. Second, there is sanctification, where the righteousness that was 

imparted into our spirit at new birth is progressively worked into our heart and soul as we yield to the 

Holy Spirit, plant the Word of God into our heart, and obey. Third, there is glorification, where our bodies 

are raised from the dead at the end of the age and infused with differing measures of God's glory. The 

error of hyper-grace is that it lumps sanctification, which the Scriptures describe as a progressive work 

lasting a lifetime, into the instantaneous work of justification that occurred in our spirit the moment we 

were born again. Hyper-grace makes no differentiation between the work that was completed in our 

spirit when we were justified and the work that is being completed in soul as we are being sanctified.  

3. Pleasing God 

Hyper-grace teaching: Because God always sees us as perfectly righteous in His sight and doesn't see our 

sin, there is nothing we can or should do to try to please God. We are already pleasing in His sight and 

any effort that we make to please Him is religious, legalistic, and can even be Pharisaical. Remember: It 

wasn't the prostitutes or tax-collectors who killed Jesus; it was the religious people who prayed, fasted, 

and studied the Scriptures. When God looks at you, He sees you as holy, righteous, and cleansed and He 

loves what He sees! God is not mad at you but mad about you. Because you are in Christ, you are already 

as good and pleasing to God as you will ever be. It is high time the church gets delivered from God 

pleasing. 

The truth: Scripture is extremely clear that pleasing God is not automatic just because we are in Christ. 

Paul said, because we must stand before the judgment seat of Christ, we "have as our ambition...to be 

pleasing to Him" (2 Cor. 5:9). He also said that we should "learn what is pleasing to the Lord" (Eph. 5:10). 

While it is true that God is mad about us and that He loves us with an incomprehensible, unfailing love, 

as His children, we can also live in a way that doesn't please Him, that can anger Him, and that can result 

in His discipline in our lives. 

4. God's mood 

Hyper-grace teaching: Because we are righteous in Christ and perfectly holy in His sight, God is always in 

a good mood when He thinks about us. 

The truth: Read Revelation 2-3 when Jesus addressed His people and tell me if you think God is always in 

a good mood. Jesus has fire in His eyes and a sharp two-edged sword in His mouth while speaking to His 

church. Some of His corrections are scathing, sharp, and severe. I doubt He was smiling when He 
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confronted the church of Pergamum's compromise, the church of Laodicea's lukewarmness, or the 

church of Thyatira's toleration of demonic Jezebel. The truth about God's emotions were summarized 

well by Mike Bickle, when he said in a simple, but theologically correct way, that God is mostly glad—not 

mostly sad or mad.14 Yes, the Lord's primary disposition is one of love, pleasure, and happiness, but He 

also gets angry, disciplines His children, releases His redemptive judgments, and will send unbelievers to 

the lake of fire for all eternity. The Lord is both kind and severe (Rom. 11:22). 

5. The Law 

Hyper-grace teaching: When Jesus died on the cross, He abolished the Law and its commandments. Since 

nothing good ever came from the Law and has only produced condemnation, guilt, shame, and death, 

the Law has no place in the life of a Christian. The Law always leads to a rule-keeping, behavior-based 

Christianity that cuts us off from a relationship with Christ. New creations in Christ should never be in 

bondage to obeying the commandments from the old religious system of the Law. Since we are no 

longer under the Law, but are under grace, we have been liberated from the need to obey these moral 

requirements—requirements that nobody could ever keep anyway and that only produced 

condemnation, guilt, shame, and death. 

The truth: The gospel frees us from both legalism and lawlessness. Legalism is when we use the Law as a 

ladder that we climb in an effort to be in right standing with God. Lawlessness is when we disregard the 

moral Law to live by what is right in our own eyes. The truth is that we have been delivered from both 

the perils of legalism and lawlessness. Or put another way, we have been liberated from the Law 

through the cross so that we might keep the requirements of the Law by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Read the Sermon on the Mount and you realize that Jesus never abolished the moral Law. Rather, He 

taught that these commandments should be obeyed from the deepest places in our heart. New 

creations in Christ have the moral Law written on their hearts and are empowered to obey these 

commandments by the enabling grace of the Holy Spirit. 

6. The words of Jesus 

Hyper-grace teaching: Everything that Jesus taught before the cross was under the Old Covenant Law 

and everything that He and His disciples taught after His resurrection was under the New Covenant of 

grace. That means obeying the moral Law as Jesus prescribed in the Sermon on the Mount and taking 

up our cross and denying ourselves as He commanded His disciples are works of the Law that put us in 

religious bondage. We have to always consider the context of Jesus' teachings and remember that He 

was addressing Jews who had lived for centuries under the harsh requirements of the Law. Jesus' 

teachings don't apply to believers in the New Covenant of grace. 

The truth: Jesus Himself shatters this lie of hyper-grace after His resurrection, saying to His disciples, "Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you" (Matt. 28:18-20). Notice that He 

said "teaching them to observe all that I commanded you." This obviously refers to everything that Jesus 

said in the gospels, including what He taught in the Sermon on the Mount and what He taught about 

the cross and self-denial. 

b) After considering some of the teachings in the hyper-grace movement, it is not hard to imagine why there is 

so much compromise in the church! If you don't have to confess your sins because they are already forgiven, 

if you are already completely holy because of the finished work of the cross, if you are already well-pleasing 

to God because you are in Christ and He is always in a good mood toward you no matter what you do, if you 

are no longer required to keep the moral requirements of the Law, and you don't have to deny yourself, then 

it is easy to see how believers influenced by hyper-grace teachings have slipped into compromise. With no 

constraints or boundaries, with no consequences for our actions, hyper-grace is paving a highway to 

compromise, lawlessness, and even apostasy in the church. 

VIII. A Faithful Witness of the Truth 
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a) As illustrated by the believers at Pergamum, sometimes it is easier to die for the Lord than to live for Him in 

the way He prescribes. Nevertheless, Jesus exhorts the teachers, the tolerators, and the taught at Pergamum 

to overcome their entanglement with the culture, to repent of their idolatry and immorality, and to forsake 

every demonic doctrine that turns the grace of God into licentiousness. 

b) Jesus' message is certainly a call to repent of all forms of compromise, but even more, to develop such a love 

for the truth that false doctrines have no ability to influence us. Now is the time to develop such a love for 

the truth that we become immune to the great deception that is already in the earth and that is increasing at 

an alarming rate. Paul said that God—not the devil—will allow us to be deceived if we don't develop a deep 

love for the truth (2 Thes. 2:10-11). 

c) Overcomers are people who have a radical love for the full council of God's Word, including the unpleasant 

and unpopular truths that don't mesh with today's progressive and tolerant cultures. No matter what it costs, 

overcomers develop a deep love for the truth even if it is offensive, mysterious, challenging, or results in 

persecution. To overcome every form and nuance of false teachings that lead to compromise, 100% of our 

heart must be in 100% agreement with 100% of God's Word. 

d) Jesus called Antipas a "faithful witness" because he held fast to the truth to such a degree that it cost him his 

life. The Greek word for "witness" is martys, from which we get our English word for martyr. Initially, martys 

didn't refer to someone who was killed for their faith, but to one who bore verbal testimony to the truth in 

the court of law. Later it was applied to Christians whose faith led to their execution. Eventually, martys 

developed the sole meaning of one who was killed for their Christian faith, whether in or out of court. 

e) Overcomers are faithful witnesses of the truth. They search for the truth, love the truth, cling to the truth, 

speak the truth, preach the truth, and are even willing to die for the truth. To overcome false teachings that 

lead to compromise and to position ourselves for the overcomer's reward, we have to become faithful 

witnesses of the truth no matter the cost, even if it means we are criticized by the church, ostracized by the 

culture, and persecuted by ungodly governments. 

f) Overcomers are called to be a faithful witness just like Jesus, whom John described as "the faithful and true 

Witness" (Rev. 3:14). Jesus said that He came into the world in order to "bear witness to the truth" (John 

18:37, NKJV). Jesus, who is the truth, loves the truth and faithfully speaks the truth without compromise, 

regardless of the consequences. Jesus never withholds a rebuke or a warning of coming judgment. He does 

not exaggerate God's promises to persuade us to follow Him nor does He shrink back from declaring the 

necessity of taking up our cross. Jesus speaks the truth regardless of what the popular people think and 

without concern of being criticized, ostracized, of people being offended at His words, or Him not being 

praised. Most of God's people only preach or prophesy positive things to please people so that they do not 

lose their position, honor, or financial opportunities.  

g) Leonard Ravenhill said, "If Jesus had preached the same message that ministers preach today, He would 

never have been crucified."15 

IX. The Hidden Manna 

a) For those who overcome compromise with the world and false doctrines of grace, God promises to give 

them "some of the hidden manna” (Rev. 2:17). 

b) The "hidden manna" likely refers to the manna that was put into the golden pot in the ark of the covenant 

and remained perpetually in the holy of holies in the temple and tabernacle, where only the high priest 

could see this hidden manna once a year on the Day of Atonement. In addition, the "hidden manna" 

undoubtedly refers to Jesus Himself, who is the true bread or manna from heaven, who sustains His people 

by His words (John 6:48-51; Matt. 4:4). 

c) What the "hidden manna" means to the overcomer is that they will dwell in the holy of holies in the ages to 

come, where they will be granted immediate and permanent access to Jesus, have deep intimacy with Him, 

and will feast upon His words forever. Whereas most believers will be relegated to the outer court 
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throughout eternity, unable to dwell in the holy of holies and feast upon Jesus because they lived for 

themselves, the overcomers, the wife of the Lamb, will live by every word that comes from their 

Bridegroom's mouth (Matt. 4:4).16 The overcomers will have rich fellowship with God the Father, God the 

Son, and God the Holy Spirit in the fullness of their unfiltered glory forever.  

d) Jesus is the feast that we will dine upon for all eternity. Just as eating brings physical satisfaction, as hunger 

pains are silenced and cravings are met, Jesus as the hidden manna will satisfy our souls and enrich our 

resurrected bodies as we dwell in the holy of holies.  

e) Our fallen minds can't fathom the utterly inconceivable depths of intimacy that the overcomers will enjoy 

with Jesus throughout eternity—the spiritual ecstasy that will be experienced as we communicate with Him 

at the deepest levels of love; the intrigue, enthrallment, and captivation that we will feel as He speaks to us 

and reveals His personality in ways we had never known; the ravishing and exquisite pleasures that will 

overcome our emotions as His love washes over us, in wave after wave of the Bridegroom's affection for His 

bride; and the spiritual joy that we will experience as we feast upon Jesus, the hidden manna, for the endless 

ages to come. 

X. The White Stone 

a) Jesus also told the believers at Pergamum, “To him who overcomes...I will give him a white stone, and a new 

name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it” (Rev. 2:17). Though many opinions 

have been offered about the meaning of the white stone, I think two standout as the most plausible. In fact, 

as I am about to show you, I believe that these two options are actually connected. 

b) When the book of Revelation was written, there was a custom of giving a person a white stone whenever 

they had been charged with some offense but had been acquitted. That is, when a person on trial had been 

declared blameless of the matter by somehow demonstrating their innocence, they received a white stone 

to show that they had been justified. 

c) This might surprise you, but there are two types of justifications mentioned in the Scriptures. James 2:24 

states, "You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only" (NKJV). The Greek word for 

"justified" is dikaioō and has two meanings: 1) To render righteous and to declare one to be righteous [the 

salvation of the spirit]; 2) To show, exhibit, and evince one to be righteous [the salvation of the soul] 

(emphasis mine). Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words states, "Justification is primarily and 

gratuitously by faith [the salvation of the spirit], subsequently and evidentially by works [the salvation of the 

soul]" (emphasis mine). 

d) As James 2:14-26 teaches, Abraham was justified—rendered and declared righteous—by believing God in 

Genesis 15:6. This is justification by faith alone apart from works. We are declared righteous by the blood of 

Jesus Christ before one act of obedience when we believe that His sacrifice is more than enough. This is the 

salvation of the spirit. Abraham was also justified—shown to be righteous—by works in Genesis 22:1-18 

when he offered up Isaac on the altar. This is justification by faith synergized with works. Justification by 

works actualizes, demonstrates, certifies, and completes our initial saving faith and proves that what God 

declared about us in the beginning is true in the end. This is the salvation of the soul. 

e) In the same way that Abraham was reckoned righteous, declared righteous, and he demonstrated his 

righteousness by obedience, the overcomers who do righteous acts from their initial justification will receive 

a white stone at the judgment seat, revealing to all that they have been justified by faith and by works. This 

corresponds perfectly with Revelation 19:7-8, which states, "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to 

Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to 

clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints." 

f) As the wife of Jesus, "the fine linen" that we will be clothed in "is the righteous acts of the saints." The Greek 

word for righteous acts is dikaiōma and means "an act of righteousness, a concrete expression of 

righteousness." Dikaiōma comes from the Greek word that Paul used to describe our justification by faith in 
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Romans 3-5. With this in mind, the "righteous acts of the saints" are what we do with and from our initial 

justification.  

g) The betrothed bride of Christ making herself ready by righteous acts is the same truth that James is 

emphasizing in James 2:14-26. From the salvation of our spirit, we are to do works that spring forth from 

faith and that complete our faith, resulting in Christ being formed in our mind, will, emotions, desires, 

motives, and beliefs. Because the overcomers salvation is fully worked out into their soul, they will receive a 

white stone to show that they have been justified by works. 

h) Now let's look at the other probable meaning of the white stone and how this is related to justification by 

works. In the days of the Roman Empire, white stones were given as awards to honor those who offered 

valiant service to the community, in battle, or who were victorious in an athletic game. Those who received 

the white stones were given special privileges and were given admission to special events, including the 

games and feasts hosted by the Roman Empire. The white stone, therefore, probably refers to admittance to 

the marriage supper of the Lamb, where the overcomers will dine with Jesus in deep intimacy for all eternity.  

i) Now's let's tie the two together. On the one hand, the white stone is given to the overcomers because they 

are justified by works, that is, like an ancient Jewish bride, they made their own wedding dress by their 

righteous works and love-motivated acts of obedience. On the other hand, because the overcomers make 

themselves ready as a worthy bride for Jesus, the white stone also serves as their admittance to the marriage 

supper of the Lamb. This corresponds perfectly with what Revelation 19:7-8 reveals. 

j) The “new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it” reflects our unique 

relationship with Jesus. It will characterize who we are, how we lived our lives in the secret place with Jesus, 

and how we will function in eternity. In biblical days, a name was more than a label that set us apart from 

others. A person’s name reflected their nature. A person was their name. When God renames the 

overcomers, it will personify their transformation into the nature of Christ and it will reflect their new identity 

and eternal destiny. But there is more to this name than its newness. The only ones who will know their new 

name are God and those who receive it. This new name, which will be hidden from everyone else, points to 

the intimate, private, and intensely personal nature of our eternal relationship with Jesus.  

k) In summary, the hidden manna and the white stone refer to the eternal reward of a deep, personal, and 

intimate relationship with Jesus in the holy of holies as His eternal wife, reserved exclusively for those who 

overcome. 
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