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I. A Parable of a King and His Narcissistic Son 

Imagine that the most powerful king in the world, whose vast empire stretched across three continents and 

whose fame filled the earth, was diagnosed with dementia and was told that he would have three years before 

this disease would make him unfit to be king. With such a pressing deadline, the king had one driving goal and 

that was to prepare his firstborn son for the throne.  

The only problem was that the son also had a health issue that would eventually affect his ability to govern. He 

had a rare disease that was easily treatable, but if left unchecked, would make it impossible for him to govern for 

the good of the people. This non life-threatening disease was an extreme but rare form of narcissism that made 

the son so self-absorbed in his thinking, desires, motives, emotions, and choices that it would ultimately spread 

to every cell and organ in his body, rendering him unfit to govern the kingdom.  

Though blessed beyond measure as the firstborn son and heir to the throne, the king's son was in jeopardy of 

losing his inheritance because he was afraid of going to the doctor. Even as a young child, it was almost 

impossible to get him to the doctor's office because he had a fear of doctors, shots, and medicine. To everyone 

looking at this situation, the solution was simple. All the kings' son had to do to continue his father's dynasty was 

get to the doctor, get the correct diagnosis, and then get the proper treatment. 

With the future of the kingdom hanging in the balance, the king was at a major crossroads. Either he persuaded 

his firstborn son to go to the doctor and get the treatment that would cure his disease or he would have to give 

his throne to the younger son.  

To his great delight, the king was finally able to persuade his firstborn son that the temporary pain of the 

treatment was worth the privilege of ruling and reigning for years to come. So, after a few weeks of the 

treatment, the disease went into remission, and three months later, the illness was completely gone. The son's 

rare form narcissism had been cured. 

Because the firstborn son made a choice to see a doctor, get a correct diagnosis of his problem, and receive 

treatment for his illness, he eventually inherited the throne, ruled the kingdom, and carried on his father's 

dynasty. 

II. The Interpretation 

Like the firstborn son in the parable, every believer is destined for the throne. The King of kings and Lord of lords, 

Jesus Christ, has invited everyone who believes in Him to sit down with Him on His throne and to rule the nations 

in partnership with Him (Rev. 3:21). Yet like the narcissistic firstborn son in the parable, we are also self-absorbed, 

consumed with a deeply ingrained self-love that has its roots from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  

Though this inherent selfishness currently makes us unfit for the throne, there is a simple solution—the discipline 

of the Lord. If we would submit to the Lord's discipline and allow the rod of God to do its work, then selfishness 

would be removed from our soul and we would be prepared to rule and reign with Christ. However, like the 

firstborn son in the parable, we first have to overcome our fear of the doctor. That is, we have to overcome our 

tendency to avoid, neglect, and reject the Lord's discipline. How do we do this? By looking at the discipline of the 

Lord from a new perspective. Rather than seeing the Lord's correction as His rejection, we need a new paradigm 

that views His discipline as the loving method that the Father uses to train and mature us as His firstborn sons 

who will share in the inheritance of Christ. In short, the discipline of the Lord is the training we need for reigning. 

III. The Judgment Seat Before the Judgment Seat 

1. Revelation 2-3 is the judgment seat before the judgment seat. 

a) To prepare us for the eternal and irreversible decisions that will be made about our life at the judgment 

seat of Christ, Jesus comes to His church in great mercy to correct us.   
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b) Jesus told the church of Laodicea, "Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and 

repent" (Rev. 3:19). Jesus' challenging and exacting message to the Laodiceans was His loving discipline 

so that they would not forfeit their eternal birthright and lose their inheritance. In fact, all seven 

messages to the churches in Revelation 2-3 are the Lord's loving discipline so that no one would suffer 

loss when His final, irreversible decisions are rendered at the judgment seat of Christ. 

2. Revelation 2-3 is the trial run for the judgment seat of Christ. 

a) In almost every industry, there are trial runs that highlight issues so that problems can be corrected 

before a product or service is released to the public. For example, software is put through rigorous 

testing in different scenarios so that bugs can be easily identified and corrected before it is released to 

the public. Car seat manufacturers run numerous tests to spot potentially life-threatening issues that 

would put a child's safety at risk. Sports teams have scrimmages to see how prepared their team is for 

the regular season. 

b) In the same way, Revelation 2-3 is a trial run for the judgment seat of Christ that allows us to see the 

areas where we need to overcome so that we don't forfeit our firstborn status and lose our eternal 

inheritance.  

c) Jesus the Judge comes to His church in Revelation 2-3 in great mercy to prepare us as firstborn sons who 

will share in His full inheritance. With fire in His eyes, a two-edged sword in His mouth, and His face 

shining like the sun in its strength, Jesus the Judge brings judgment to His people before He releases His 

judgments to the earth. Like Peter said, "It is time for judgment to begin with the household of God" (1 

Peter 4:17). 

d) We would be wise to use Jesus' messages to the seven churches as a measuring rod and a plumb line for 

our own hearts and souls. As Paul said, "If we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged" (1 Cor. 

11:31). We will have a much more favorable experience at the judgment seat of Christ if we take Jesus' 

messages in Revelation 2-3 to heart and use this corrective message to repent and to change the course 

of our life. 

e) To fully understand the discipline of the Lord in Revelation 2-3 and how the rod of God trains us for 

reigning, we first need a comprehensive understanding of the judgment seat of Christ. 

IV. An Overview of the Judgment Seat of Christ 

1. Every believer will stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

a) Paul wrote, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be 

recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 

5:10).  

b) Notice that “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” Every believer will stand before 

Christ and give an account for the way they lived. At that time, we will be recompensed—or rewarded—

for the works that we did while on earth. 

c) Jesus will evaluate our life based upon what we have “done.” The Greek word for done is prasso, which 

means “to practice, perform repeatedly or habitually.” That is why it is important to form Christ-exalting, 

Spirit-inspired, kingdom-building habits now—before it’s too late. 

d) The judgment seat of Christ will either be the best day of our life or the worst, depending upon how we 

lived. If we lived solely for Christ and His purposes, if love for God and people were fully developed 

within our heart and soul, then we will be rewarded with deep intimacy with the Lord, radiant glory, and 

great authority (Rev. 2:17; 1 Cor. 15:41-42; Rev. 2:26-27; Rev. 3:21). We will share in the full Messianic 

inheritance of Christ as the inheritance of the Father and the Son (Rev. 21:7; Rev. 19:7-8). On the other 

hand, if we refused the cross and the path of self-denial, if we exchanged Christ-likeness for a selfish life 
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consumed with gaining the glory and goods of this present world, then we will suffer great loss and 

forfeit the greatest privileges ever offered to the human race. 

e) Leonard Ravenhill said, “Oh that believers would become eternity conscious! If we could live every 

moment of every day under the eye of God, if we did every act in the light of the judgment seat, if we 

sold every article in the light of the judgment seat. If we prayed every prayer in the light of the judgment 

seat, if we tithed all our possessions in the light of the judgment seat, if we preachers prepared every 

sermon with one eye on damned humanity and the other on the judgment seat—then we would have a 

Holy Spirit revival that would shake this earth and that, in no time at all, would liberate millions of 

precious souls.”1 

2. At the judgment seat of Christ our works will be tested by fire. 

a) Paul wrote, 

For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if 

any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each 

man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, 

and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. If any man's work which he has built on 

it remains, he will receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he 

himself will be saved, yet so as through fire (1 Cor. 3:11-15).  

b) Jesus Christ is the foundation for all that we do. Our works will be evaluated on whether we built His 

kingdom or our own. 

c) All the work that we do in His name will be tested by fire. "Each man's work will become evident" 

because the fire of God will test the quality of our work. Namely, the Lord's eyes of fire will penetrate 

through the outer facades of our actions to unveil the real motives behind what we did (1 Cor. 4:5). Were 

our works in His name inspired by the Holy Spirit and a simple and pure devotion to Christ or were our 

actions motivated by selfish ambition and a desire to be praised by people?  

d) Every work of the flesh is like wood, hay, and straw that will be incinerated by the fire and every work of 

the Spirit is like gold, silver, and precious stones that will survive the fire.  

3. Jesus will give rewards based upon our works. 

a) Notice the following Scriptures: 

And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be 

judged, and the time to reward Your bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who 

fear Your name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth (Rev. 11:18). 

Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to 

what he has done (Rev. 22:12).  

For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and WILL THEN 

REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS (Matt. 16:27).  

b) At the judgment seat of Christ, Jesus will “render to every man according to what he has done.” He will 

“repay every man according to his deeds.” Every believer will be rewarded for the way they lived their 

short life on the earth. 

c) Every Spirit-led, God-glorifying work that He called and empowered us to do will result in eternal 

rewards. Conversely, every work of the flesh that we did from our own reasoning and wisdom, by our 

own strength, and for our own glory will be burned by fire. 
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d) The judgment seat of Christ does not determine our eternal destination but our eternal destiny. In other 

words, the judgment seat of Christ determines the degree of intimacy that we will have with the Lord, 

the level of authority that we will possess on the earth and in the heavens, and the intensity of the glory 

that will be in our resurrected bodies. 

e) The judgment seat of Christ is not about punishment for our sins, for Jesus is the propitiatory sacrifice 

that has already been punished for all of our sins. Rather, it is Jesus rewarding us for the Spirit-led, God-

glorifying works that we have done in His name.  

f) The works we do reveal more about who we are than what we do. It reveals more about our character 

than our talent; more about our faithfulness, humility, meekness, persistence, obedience, and love than 

our gifts, personality, intelligence, leadership skills, influence, connections, and resources. Remember 

that Jesus said "well done, good and faithful slave" to the servant who did excellent work (Matt. 25:21). 

Jesus commended the slaves' character more than the results of the actual work that he had done. 

g) It is important to realize that Jesus knows us by our works—not by our beliefs, intentions, or desires. He 

knows us by what we actually do. To five of the seven churches, Jesus said, "I know your works" (Rev. 2:2; 

2:19; 3:1, 8; 3:15). The works in theses passages are everything we do in our effort to obey God's Word 

fully. 

4. There is continuity between how we live in this life and our destiny in the age to come. 

a) The small things that we do in this life out of a passion and love for Jesus, no matter how weak and 

insignificant they might seem, directly affects how we will spend our life in eternity. God takes our small 

acts of faithfulness, purity, acts of righteousness, and passion and multiplies them by a billion.  

b) For example, if we are faithful in a very little thing in this life, we will be in authority over ten cities when 

we return with Jesus to rule and reign for a thousand years (Luke 19:17). If we overcome Jezebel's work, 

character, and influence in this life, then we will rule the nations with a rod of iron in the next. If we 

devote ourselves to gaining deeper insight into the Word and lead many to righteousness in this life, we 

will shine brightly in the next life (Dan. 12:3). 

c) You probably learned this in school, but if you multiple anything by zero, you get zero! So even though 

God multiples what we do in this age by a billion, if we don't have any acts of faithfulness, a pure heart, 

deeds of righteousness, or burning passion for Jesus, then the result is zero! We will forfeit our eternal 

inheritance because there is a continuous flow from what we do now and how we will live in the age to 

come. 

d) The depth of our sanctification determines the intensity of our glorification. Paul said, “There is one glory 

of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in 

glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead” (1 Cor. 15:41-42). Only mature sons—those who have 

experienced the full salvation of the soul through deep sanctification—will shine brightly like the sun in 

the kingdom of their Father (Matt. 13:37-43). 

e) Unfortunately, many Christians buy into the unbiblical idea that how we live now has no real effect on 

our eternal destiny and that our experience in the next age will be the same as everyone else. Scripture 

clearly reveals that this is not the case! 

5. The rewards given to the saints will be eternal and irreversible. 

a) The judgment seat of Christ will be an “eternal judgment” (Heb. 6:2). There will be no reversing the 

decision that Jesus makes about our life at the judgment seat.  

b) The rewards that we receive will be our lot for all eternity and will determine the way we spend eternity. 

Eternity will be better for some believers than for others. 
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c) If our works are burned and we suffer loss, there will be no way to reverse this. If we are disqualified from 

receiving our fullest eternal inheritance—such as sitting with Jesus on His throne and ruling the nations 

with Christ—there will be no way to change this.  

6. Our works follow us for all eternity. 

a) Revelation 14:13 says that our “deeds follow with” us (Rev. 14:13). For all eternity, we will be known for 

the way we lived the seventy to eighty years of our life. 

b) In the ages to come, we will be known for building the kingdom with pure motives or for building our 

own empire out of selfish motives. Others will be able to look at us and know immediately whether or 

not we lived a life of first love for Jesus and if our works were motivated by a true desire to bring honor, 

glory, and praise to Him. 

c) The wedding garments that we will receive in heaven will testify to everyone how we lived our short life 

on the earth. John wrote, “Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the 

Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, 

bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints” (Rev. 19:7-8). 

d) Notice that “the fine linen” in which we will be clothed are “the righteous acts of the saints.” Our works 

which are not incinerated at the judgment seat of Christ will be our clothing for all eternity. Our deeds 

will testify to everyone how we lived our lives.  

e) The Greek word for "righteous acts" is dikaiōma and means "an act of righteousness, a concrete 

expression of righteousness." Dikaiōma comes from the Greek word that Paul used to describe our 

justification by faith in Romans 3-5. With this in mind, the "righteous acts of the saints" are what we do 

with and from our justification. This means that we work out what the Holy Spirit has already worked 

into us. Like Paul said, we are to "work out [our] salvation with fear and trembling" (Phil. 2:12). So, we 

work from righteousness not for righteousness. We work from love not for love. We work from 

acceptance not for acceptance. 

f) Just as brides in ancient Jewish weddings had to make their own wedding dress, our response to our 

justification will be our wedding clothes for all eternity. The righteous acts that we do from the gift of 

imputed and imparted righteousness will be our wedding garments forever. 

g) Notice also that the "righteous acts" are in the plural and signify our many righteous acts or responses of 

obedience motivated by our love for Jesus as His bride.  

h) Another way to say righteous acts is a lifestyle of love-motivated obedience to the full council of God’s 

Word—including the moral Law, the words of Jesus, and the writings of the apostles. These “righteous 

acts” that will be our wedding garments are works of love-motivated obedience that come from our new 

righteous status and our new righteous spirit. 

i) The call to overcome in Revelation 2-3 is the call to do righteous works. For example, to the churches of 

Ephesus, Pergamum, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, Jesus said, "I know your works" (Rev. 2:2; 2:19; 

3:1, 8; 3:15). In all of these examples, it is clear that Jesus knows us by what we do—not by what we 

believe, what we desire to do, and what our intentions are.  

7. Jesus was motivated by eternal rewards and He used eternal rewards to motivate us to righteousness. 

a) Jesus was empowered to live a consecrated life and endure the suffering of the cross because He was 

motivated by eternal rewards. Jesus’ vision for His life and ministry was defined by the many and varied 

Messianic prophecies scattered throughout the Old Testament.  

b) Jesus endured the shame of the cross by looking at “the joy set before Him” (Heb. 12:2). Undoubtedly, it 

was the joy of eternal rewards that motivated Jesus to endure hostility, persecution, shame, and 

suffering. 
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c) Just as eternal rewards motivated Jesus to live a faithful and righteous life, He used this same 

motivational strategy to inspire us to live a life of holiness and faithfulness. For example, in Revelation 2-

3, Jesus offered the churches eternal rewards to motivate them to righteousness and to empower them 

to overcome compromise and complacency. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus repeatedly used eternal 

rewards to motivate people to a life of meekness, purity, and righteousness (Matt. 5-7). 

8. There are different degrees of eternal rewards. 

a) Speaking of eternal rewards, Jesus said “many who are first will be last; and the last, first” (Matt. 19:30). 

This shows us that there are degrees of eternal rewards. For all eternity, some will be first in authority, 

glory, honor, and intimacy while others will be last. 

b) In the kingdom of heaven, there are the “least” and the “great” (Matt. 5:19). Many believers will barely 

make it into heaven—they will “be saved, yet so as through fire” (1 Cor. 3:15). Others will sit down with 

Jesus on His throne and rule the nations with a rod of iron (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21). 

c) Some believers will shine like the sun, others like the moon, and others like a faint star (1 Cor. 15:41-42). 

d) Some believers will go into “the wedding feast” while others will not be allowed to enter (Matt. 25:10-

13). 

e) Some believers will hear the Lord say, “Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few 

things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master” (Matt. 25:21). Others will 

hear Him say, “You wicked, lazy slave”—“assign him a place with the hypocrites” (Matt. 25:26; 24:51). 

f) In heaven, there are “places of honor,” people who are “more distinguished,” and there is “the last place” 

(Luke 14:7-10). Based upon how we live on the earth, we can “move up higher” (Luke 14:10). 

g) Jesus said that some will be “considered worthy to attain to that age [the Millennial Kingdom] and the 

resurrection from the dead” while others will not be counted worthy (Luke 20:34-36). 

9. There is a connection between eternal rewards and the depth of Christ-likeness in our soul. 

a) When we were born again, though our spirit was made righteous, holy, Christ-like, and complete, our 

soul was initially unchanged (Rom. 8:10; Eph. 4:24; 1 Cor. 6:17; Heb. 12:23). Like our forefather Adam, our 

soul, which is our mind, will, and emotions, is heavily influenced by pride, selfishness, rebellion, 

independence, and lawlessness.  

b) When Scripture describes the salvation of the soul, it simply means that our inner life is fully delivered 

from all the negative effects of the fall and restored back to a state of Christ-likeness through progressive 

sanctification (10:39; Matt. 16:24-27; Luke 9:23-26; Luke 17:33; Luke 21:19; John 12:25; Heb 10:38-39; 

James 1:21; 1 Peter 1:9). 

c) To keep it simple, the salvation of the soul is synonymous with Christ-likeness.2 Therefore, the salvation 

of the soul is all about the transformation of our mind, will, and emotions from the prideful, rebellious, 

independent, and lawless nature of Adam into the humble, meek, submissive, and obedient nature of 

Jesus Christ. Like Paul said, God's great goal is to conform us "to the image of His Son" (Rom. 8:29). 

d) When we stand before the judgment seat of Christ, the only thing that will really matter is whether or 

not we have been conformed into the image of the Man Christ Jesus. The Father's great goal is to 

transform who we are in our soul into an exact representation of His Son. Christ-likeness will be the 

plumb line that Jesus uses to evaluate our life and it will be the determining factor in whether or not we 

receive a firstborn son status that enables us to share in His inheritance. 

e) Jesus revealed that there is a deep connection between self-denial, the salvation of the soul, and eternal 

rewards in Matthew 16:24-27.3 In this passage, Jesus emphasized the wisdom of self-denial and growing 

in Christ-likeness because He will richly reward us if we become like Him in our soul. 
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10. Who we become in this life determines what we can handle in the age to come. 

a) The level of Christ-likeness in our soul determines how much intimacy, glory, and authority that we can 

handle in the age to come. Who we have become in our soul will determine whether or not we are 

qualified to share fully in Christ's inheritance. 

b) When Jesus evaluates our life at the judgment seat, it will be all about Christ-likeness. How much did we 

allow the Holy Spirit and the Word of God to work, conform, mold, shape, chisel, and form our mind, will, 

emotions, choices, motives, desires, and intentions into the exact representation of Jesus Christ? 

c) The salvation of the soul—the degree to which Christ has been formed in our inner life—is the 

determining factor of our eternal destiny and whether or not we will be qualified to rule and reign with 

Him in His kingdom. 

d) Sharing in the Messianic inheritance of Christ will depend upon whether our soul is capable of handling 

such pristine responsibility. If our soul is delivered from pride, selfishness, rebellion, lawlessness, and 

independence and humility, meekness, love, and obedience have been developed in our mind, will, and 

emotions, then we will be capable as mature, firstborn sons to partake of Christ's Messianic inheritance 

in the age to come. Conversely, if we remain a child through immaturity and selfishness, we will be 

disqualified to rule and reign with Christ in the age to come. 

e) It is important to realize that suffering loss at the judgment seat of Christ is not punishment for our sins, 

for Jesus Himself is the propitiatory sacrifice whom God has already punished for our sins. Furthermore, 

eternal rewards are not a badge of honor that demonstrates God's selective love for a certain sect of 

special believers. Rather, the privilege of ruling and reigning with Christ is given to those believers who 

have allowed the Word and the Spirit to transform them into the exact representation of the Man Christ 

Jesus. 

11. We can have confidence at the judgment seat if we grow in both the fear of the Lord and the love of God. 

a) Paul said, "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ....Therefore, knowing the fear of the 

Lord" (2 Cor. 5:10-11). It doesn't take a rocket scientist to know that the fear of the Lord is deeply 

connected to the judgment seat of Christ. 

b) The fear of the Lord does not mean that we are afraid of God and that we run away from Him in guilt, 

shame, and condemnation. Rather, the fear of the Lord means that we tremble at His Word, realizing that 

we will give an account for every word that we speak, for every motive behind our actions, and for the 

way we used the time, money, and influence that was entrusted to us. 

c) The fear of the Lord is the realization that the Lord is both kind and severe and that we really can forfeit 

our eternal inheritance like Esau by living for the gratification of the flesh and the praises of men (Rom. 

11:22; Matt. 6:1). 

d) One of the main reasons that people fall into sin, compromise, complacency, apathy, and even apostasy 

is because they lose the fear of the Lord. The fear of the Lord is a safety net that keeps us from falling and 

it is a cleansing fountain that washes away the filth of the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

e) Even though the fear of the Lord is a crucial guardrail that keeps us from going off the side of the cliff, it 

is important that we also grow in love. Though the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, the 

greatest wisdom is to love (Prov. 9:10). 

f) John said, "We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the 

one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this, love is perfected with us, so that 

we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world" (1 John 

4:16-17). What a wonderful promise by the Apostle John! We can have "confidence in the day of 

judgment" by abiding in His love. 
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g) If we know God's love for us and if we regularly receive fresh reminders of His love for us, we 

progressively begin to love God like God loves God. This naturally leads to loving others in the same way 

that we have experienced God's love for us. 

h) Staying connected to the endless supply of God's love eventually causes God's love to be perfected in 

our heart and soul. As a result, who we are and all that we do becomes an overflow and extension of 

God's burning love. And when this happens, instead of dreading the judgment seat of Christ, we can 

have confidence because God's love will have thoroughly transformed us from the inside out and all of 

our works will survive His fiery evaluation of our life. 

V. An Overview of the Discipline of the Lord 

1. The Lord's correction is not His rejection. 

a) Now that you understand the judgment seat of Christ and how Revelation 2-3 is a trial run before the 

real judgment seat, let's spend some time looking at how the discipline of the Lord prepares us for that 

day when Jesus evaluates our life and rewards us for the way we lived. 

b) Quoting Proverbs 3:11-12, the author of Hebrews stated, "You have forgotten the exhortation which is 

addressed to you as sons, 'MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT 

WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM; FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE 

SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES'" (Heb. 12:5-6). 

c) The first thing to realize about the Lord's discipline is that it is directed toward His sons. That means our 

loving Father is not rejecting us when He is correcting us. Rather, He is disciplining us so that we might 

grow in maturity and Christ-likeness and not suffer loss at the judgment seat.  

d) Many believers are so weighed down by guilt, shame, condemnation, self-hatred, and rejection that they 

are unable to receive the Father's loving correction. Rather than viewing God's discipline as His loving 

rod that trains them for reigning, they falsely assume that God hates them and is always mad at them. 

Nothing could be further from the truth! As the author of Hebrews stated, "THOSE WHOM THE LORD 

LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES." 

e) Because the lawlessness of the culture has penetrated so deeply into the church, the discipline of the 

Lord and His fatherly correction is desperately needed in the body of Christ today. However, since many 

believers have never experienced the Father's love and have a deep root of rejection, they put up walls 

whenever the Lord brings a corrective word to them. Nevertheless, until these believers are able to 

receive and submit to God's rod of discipline, they will never mature past their childish and selfish ways 

and will be in jeopardy of forfeiting their inheritance like Esau. 

2. The Lord's discipline is how the children of God become the mature sons of God. 

a) The Greek word for "discipline" used in Hebrews 12 is paideia and it means "the whole training and 

education of children," including "the cultivation of mind and morals" and "employs for this 

purpose...commands and admonitions...reproof and punishment."4 

b) When God disciplines us, He is not an angry Father who wants to inflict punishment upon us for our 

imperfections and sins. No! He is a loving Father that cares deeply about us becoming His mature, Christ-

like sons who share in the inheritance of His Son. The Father disciplines us so that we can transition from 

immature and selfish children into mature, Christ-like sons. 

c) Hebrews 12:7 states, "If you endure chastening [discipline], God deals with you as with sons [huios]" 

(NKJV). The idea is that the Lord's discipline—His child training—is how the teknon of God become the 

huios of God. Maturity and Christ-likeness are the direct result of the discipline of the Lord.  

3. Submitting to the Lord's discipline determines whether or not we mature into Christ-like sons. 
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a) Looking back at Hebrews 12:7, notice that training for reigning—or being dealt with as mature sons of 

God—is conditional and not automatic for every believer. The writer specifically said "if you endure" 

discipline then "God deals with you as with sons [huios]." The Greek word for "endure" means to "to stay 

under."5  

b) Though the Lord disciplines all of His children, we have a choice to submit to His dealings and stay under 

His rod until His work is complete or to dodge the rod, run away from it, and remain in our immaturity. If 

we choose not to submit to God's discipline, then we will remain a selfish child and will ultimately forfeit 

our opportunity to be a firstborn son who shares in the inheritance of Christ.  

c) Staying along this same theme, the writer continued, "But if you are without discipline, of which all have 

become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons [huios]. Furthermore, we had earthly 

fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of 

spirits, and live?" (Heb. 12:8-9). 

d) For years, when Bible teachers and preachers discussed these verses, they would say something like this: 

"If God doesn't discipline you, then you are a bastard and God is not your real Father. You are not truly a 

Christian if God doesn't discipline you." Though I agree that God only disciplines His children, is this 

really what the author was trying to say? If so, then why did he also say to the believers he was writing to 

"all have become partakers" of His discipline?  

e) As a believer, being "without discipline" doesn't mean that God withholds discipline from us, but that we 

refuse to submit to it. Furthermore, based upon the context of Hebrews 12 and the entire book of 

Hebrews, being an "illegitimate" child does not mean that those without discipline are bastards without 

a Heavenly Father. Rather, as the Greek word can mean, "illegitimate children" in this context are the 

children of a "concubine or female slave" who will not share in the inheritance of the firstborn son.6  

f) Just like Ishmael, the son of an Egyptian concubine, was unable to share in the inheritance of Isaac, the 

firstborn son of Abraham, those who refuse to submit to the discipline of the Lord will not have a share 

in the inheritance of Christ as firstborn sons. Those who refuses God's discipline will be like the child of a 

concubine who does not share in the rights of primogeniture. 

g) In summary, if we want to mature from a teknon of God into a huios of God, then we must submit to the 

Lord's rod of discipline, especially the discipline of the Lord in Revelation 2-3. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Leonard Ravenhill, Why Revival Tarries (Grand Rapids, MI: Bethany House Publishers, 1959), p. 57. 
2 When Scripture speaks about the salvation of the soul, the word for "salvation" is sōzō. After surveying the various definitions of sōzō, it becomes 
clear that sōzō means that we are delivered from all the negative effects from Adam's fall and restored back to God's original design of Christ-
likeness. This becomes clear when looking at the definitions of sōzō from Thayer's Greek Lexicon and Vine's Expository Dictionary of New 
Testament Words and also by studying the uses of sōzō in the New Testament. 
3
 Since the Greek word used in Matthew 16:25 is psychē, which means the soul, you can see this connection more clearly if you substitute "soul" for 

"life." 
4 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G3809&t=NASB, referenced on 12/3/2015. 
5 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G5278&t=NASB, referenced on 12/3/2015. 
6 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G3541&t=NASB, referenced on 12/3/2015. 


