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I. The Inheritance of the Firstborn Son 

1. The overcomers will receive the inheritance of the firstborn son. 

a) Revelation 21:7 states, "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be 

My son." Undoubtedly, the Father is looking back to the seven issues that Jesus identified in Revelation 

2-3 and is declaring that those who overcome will receive the 17 eternal rewards that Jesus offered. 

These 17 eternal rewards are summarized by the phrase "will inherit these things." 

b) For those who understand the biblical concept of primogeniture, it is easy to see that the overcomers 

are given the status of a firstborn son and are placed into a position to receive the Father's fullest 

inheritance. However, because most people don't understand the ancient custom of firstborn sons 

receiving the greatest measure of blessing and inheritance, we need to spend some time looking at this 

concept in detail. 

2. Primogeniture is the exclusive rights of inheritance that belong to the firstborn son. 

a) To fully understand the inheritance that the overcomers will receive, it is important to understand the 

word primogeniture. Though unfamiliar to many people in Western culture, primogeniture was deeply 

embedded in the culture of the ancient world, especially when the Old and New Testament were 

written. 

b) Primogeniture is the exclusive rights of inheritance that belong to the firstborn son. These rights 

included a position of authority in the family (Gen. 25:23), being set apart as priest of the family (Ex. 13:2), 

and receiving the double portion of the father's estate (Deut. 21:17). 

c) In the most ancient genealogies, a clear distinction was made between the firstborn son and the 

younger sons (Genesis 10:15; 22:21; 25:13; 35:23; 36:15). The firstborn son received special blessings 

(Gen. 27:19), special privileges (Gen 29:26), and special recognition (Gen. 22:21). 

d) Though the rights of primogeniture were normally given to the oldest son, Scripture contains at least 

three exceptions to this rule: 1) The oldest son could forfeit his firstborn privileges due to improper 

behavior (Esau and Reuben); 2) A father (or grandfather) could reassign the firstborn privileges to a 

younger son (Jacob and Ephraim); and 3) God Himself could appoint a younger son to have firstborn 

privileges (Isaac, Joseph, and David). 

e) Let's look at a few biblical examples of primogeniture to help solidify this concept in our thinking. 

3. Esau forfeited the rights of primogeniture to Jacob. 

a) Esau, as the firstborn son, was in line to receive the inheritance of his father Isaac. But instead of 

receiving this privilege, Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a pot of stew. As a result, Isaac made Jacob 

the ruler over Esau, he gave Jacob all of his servants, and he blessed him with grain and new wine (Gen. 

27:37).  

b) Even though Esau was still Isaac's son, his status as firstborn son was lost forever. Though Isaac still 

blessed Esau, it was incomparable to the blessing of the firstborn.  

c) The American Standard Version of the Bible does an excellent job translating what happened between 

Isaac and Esau, stating, "For ye know that even when he afterward desired to inherit the blessing, he was 

rejected; for he found no place for a change of mind in his father, though he sought it diligently with 

tears" (Heb. 12:17).  

d) After Jacob had been blessed as the firstborn of the family, there was nothing that Isaac could do. The 

birthright had forever been bequeathed to Jacob. Esau had lost it forever! 
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4. Reuben's birthright was distributed among three of his brothers. 

a) Reuben, the firstborn son of Jacob, was in line to inherit the rights of primogeniture, but because he 

committed fornication with his father's concubine, Reuben lost his birthright. Years later, when Jacob 

blessed his sons, he said to Reuben, "You are my firstborn; my might and the beginning of my strength, 

preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. Uncontrolled as water, you shall not have preeminence, 

because you went up to your father's bed; then you defiled it" (Gen. 49:3-4).  

b) Though destined for the inheritance of the firstborn son, Reuben lost it forever because of sexual sin. 

Consequently, like Jacob declared, the tribe of Reuben never had "preeminence" or "excel[ed]" as no 

judge, king, priest, or prophet ever came from the tribe of Reuben (Gen. 49:4, NASB and NKJV). Though 

Reuben remained the son of Jacob, he forfeited the fullest measure of blessing that he was destined to 

receive as firstborn son.  

c) Reuben's right to rule, be priest of the family, and have a double portion was distributed among three of 

his brothers. Judah became the kingly tribe, Levi became the priestly tribe, and Joseph became the tribe 

who received the double portion through Joseph's two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh (1 Chronicles 5:1-

2).  

d) Even in the Kingdom Age, when Jesus rules the nations from Jerusalem, Reuben's tragic loss will still be 

evident, for King Jesus will be from the tribe of Judah (Rev. 5:5), the Zadok priesthood will be from the 

tribe of Levi (Ezek. 44:15-16), and the double portion will be given to the house of Joseph (Ezek. 47:13). 

5. The younger son Ephraim received a greater portion than his older brother Manasseh. 

a) When Jacob distributed the blessings of Reuben's forfeited birthright among his sons, he gave the 

double portion blessing to Joseph's two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. Even though Manasseh was 

Joseph's firstborn son and in line to receive the greatest inheritance, Jacob decided to give it to Ephraim.  

b) When Joseph saw what his father was doing, he protested and said, "Not so, my father, for this one 

[Manasseh] is the firstborn. Place your right hand on his head" (Gen. 49:18). Jacob refused Joseph's 

request and "put Ephraim before Manasseh," giving him the greater portion of the firstborn's inheritance 

(Gen. 48:20). Though Manasseh would still "become a people" and "be great," Jacob declared that 

Ephraim would be "greater" and that "his descendants shall become a multitude of nations" (Gen. 49:19). 

c) Hundreds of years later, when the Lord prophesied the end-time return of the Jews back to Israel, He 

remembered Ephraim's status as firstborn son and declared, "I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is My 

firstborn" (Jer. 31:9).  

II. Jesus the Firstborn Son 

1. The book of Hebrews reveals that Jesus is the firstborn son and heir of all things. 

a) Since the book of Hebrews is a perfect complement to Jesus' call for overcomers in the book of 

Revelation, let's spend some time gleaning wisdom and revelation from this book by looking through 

the lens of firstborn sons who receive the fullest inheritance from the Father. 

b) If I had to pick the main theme of the book of Hebrews, it would be this: The eternal Son of God became a 

Man so that He could make men into sons of God. Beginning with a revelation of Jesus as the firstborn son 

who will inherit all things and concluding with believers who, like Jesus, are marked as "firstborn" sons in 

line to receive the rights of primogeniture, this subject permeates the book (Heb. 1:2, 6; 12:23).  

c) One of the pinnacle statements in the book is Hebrews 2:10, which unveils God's grand plan to bring 

many sons to glory. To keep us on the narrow path so that we don't forfeit our firstborn status like Esau, 

the book of Hebrews gives five warnings, the last of which exhorts us to receive God's discipline, which 

as the Greek indicates, is synonymous with child training. This means that God's correction is not His 
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rejection; rather, it the method the Father uses to develop mature sons who are prepared to receive the 

fullest measure of His inheritance. 

d) The book of Hebrews begins with the revelation of Jesus Christ as the "firstborn" Son of God who is the 

"heir of all things" (Heb. 1:2, 6). 

e) As a side note, when Scripture refers to Jesus as the firstborn Son of God, it is not denying His deity, as 

some people have claimed throughout church history (Rom. 8:29; Col. 1:15). Rather, it reveals that the 

Man Christ Jesus will receive the fullest measure of inheritance, just as firstborn sons received in the days 

of the Bible. 

f) After declaring that the Man Christ Jesus is the firstborn son and heir of all things, the author briefly 

referred to several Messianic prophecies to show that Jesus, as the Messiah of Israel, will inherit all of 

these promises. Because the audience of the book of Hebrews was Jewish and knew these Messianic 

Scriptures intimately, the author raced through these references to his make his next point. However, 

don't miss what the Spirit of God wants to communicate here just because the author was so brief. 

Through these Messianic references, the Holy Spirit wants us to know that Jesus is the fulfillment of the 

Davidic Covenant and that He will fulfill the Messianic prophecies of Psalm 2, Psalm 45, and Psalm 110. 

2. As the firstborn son and heir of all things, Jesus will inherit the promises of the Davidic Covenant. 

a) Speaking of Jesus, the author of Hebrews stated, "I WILL BE A FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON 

TO ME" (Heb. 1:5). This is a direct quote from 2 Samuel 7:14, which described the details of the Davidic 

Covenant. Instantly, the Hebrew audience would have made the connection that Jesus is the ultimate 

fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant. For us who are unfamiliar with this covenant, let's take a quick look 

at the details. 

a) In the Davidic Covenant, God promised King David that his house, his kingdom, and his throne would 

endure forever (1 Chron. 17:11-15). Talking about the Davidic Covenant, the Lord said in Psalm 89, "I 

have made a covenant with My chosen; I have sworn to David My servant, I will establish your seed 

forever and build up your throne to all generations....His descendants shall endure forever and his throne 

as the sun before Me" (Ps. 89:3-4, 35-36). 

b) From King Rehoboam to King Zedekiah, God faithfully watched over the Davidic Covenant as twenty 

kings from the line of David ruled Judah. More importantly, the Bible shows us that the Messiah of Israel 

will sit “on the throne of David and over his kingdom” and that “there will be no end to the increase of 

His government” (Isa. 9:7).  

c) Jesus is the Messiah of Israel who will sit on the throne of David and reign over the house of Jacob 

forever (Luke 1:31-33). Jesus will rule the nations from Jerusalem for 1,000 years when God completely 

fulfills the Davidic Covenant (Jer. 3:17; Zech. 14:9; Rev. 20:4). 

d) So part of Jesus' inheritance as the firstborn son, as contained in the Davidic Covenant, is to rule the 

nations from Jerusalem. 

3. As the firstborn son and heir of all things, Jesus will inherit the promises of Psalm 2. 

a) Quoting Psalm 2:7, the author of Hebrews also stated, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN 

YOU" (Heb. 1:5). Once again, the Hebrew audience would have realized that part of Jesus' inheritance as 

firstborn son was to fulfill the prophecy contained in Psalm 2. 

b) To quickly summarize this prophecy, the nations of the earth will rage against God's Word, seeking to 

remove its influence from the culture. Though this battle will escalate like never before as the spirit of 

antichrist gains greater influence in the hearts and minds of presidents, prime ministers, princes, kings, 

governors, and other leaders, the Lord's solution is to send Jesus, the greater son of David and King of 

the Jews, to rule over the nations from Mount Zion in the city of Jerusalem. 
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c) As Messiah and the fulfiller of the Davidic Covenant, Jesus will inherit the ends of the earth as His 

possession, rule over the nations with a rod iron enforcing God's Word, and He will shatter the rebellious 

in His wrath (Ps. 2:8-12). 

d) As the firstborn son and heir of all things, part of Jesus' inheritance is to possess the nations as King of 

kings and Lord of lords. 

4. As the firstborn son and heir of all things, Jesus will inherit the promises of Psalm 45. 

a) Continuing along this same pattern, the author of Hebrews quoted Psalm 45:6-7, stating, "YOUR 

THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OF HIS 

KINGDOM. YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED LAWLESSNESS; THEREFORE GOD, YOUR 

GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE YOUR COMPANIONS." 

b) At this quotation, the Hebrew audience must have leapt with joy when they realized that Jesus the 

Messiah will completely fulfill Psalm 45 when He returns.  

c) Jesus, the One who is "fairer than the sons of men" with "grace...poured upon" His lips, will return in 

"splendor and...majesty" with His sword girded on His thigh for war (Ps. 45:2-5). He will wage war against 

everyone who rejects His Lordship and who spurned His gospel. His sharp arrows will pierce "the heart of 

the King's enemies" (Ps. 45:5). 

d) After vanquishing all of God's foes, Jesus will sit enthroned in Jerusalem and rule the nations with His 

scepter of righteousness (Ps. 45:6). Because of His love for righteousness and hatred of lawlessness, Jesus 

is and will forever be the happiest person who has ever lived, for God has "anointed [Him] with the oil of 

joy above [His] fellows" (Ps. 45:7). 

e) Not only will Jesus rule the nations from Jerusalem, but "at [His] right hand stands the queen in gold"—

His betrothed bride who has made herself ready (Ps. 45:9; Rev. 19:7). King Jesus will greatly desire the 

beauty of His redeemed people who have given themselves fully to Him and have prepared for the great 

wedding day (Ps. 45:10). 

f) As the firstborn son and heir of all things, part of Jesus' inheritance is to return to the earth with 

vengeance, wage war against God's enemies, sit enthroned in Jerusalem, rule the nations with His 

scepter of righteousness, and be married to His redeemed people who have made themselves ready. 

5. As the firstborn son and heir of all things, Jesus will inherit the promises of Psalm 110. 

a) Finally, the author of Hebrews quoted Psalm 110:1, stating, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE YOUR 

ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET." 

b) Similar to the other two Messianic prophecies, when Jesus returns, He will "shatter kings in the day of His 

wrath," He will fill the earth "with corpses," and the leaders of the people who refused His leadership will 

be shattered (Ps. 110:5-6). 

c) Psalm 110 reveals that Jesus will bring the nations of the earth into subjection to God the Father during 

His one-thousand year reign on the earth. 

d) One of the most prominent themes of Hebrews, which comes from Psalm 110, is the revelation that 

Jesus is a priest after the order of Melchizedek (Ps. 110:4). This means that Jesus "will be a priest on His 

throne" and will merge "the two offices" of king and priest together (Zech. 6:13). The main idea is that 

Jesus will "build the temple of the Lord" in Jerusalem and will sit enthroned as High Priest and King of 

kings (Zech. 6:13). 

e) As the firstborn son and heir of all things, part of Jesus' inheritance is to be a priest-king in the Millennial 

Temple in Jerusalem. 
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III. The Church of the Firstborn 

1. Every born-again believer is called to be a firstborn son who partakes of Christ's inheritance. 

a) Right after the author Hebrews described Jesus as the firstborn son and heir of all things and detailed His 

Messianic inheritance, he said that believers "will inherit salvation" (Heb. 1:14). Salvation is not just 

something that we possess in our spirit and is being worked out into our soul; salvation is something 

that we will inherit. Based upon the context, this surely relates to our calling as "heirs of God and fellow 

heirs with Christ" (Rom. 8:17). 

b) A few chapters later, the author said that we are "partakers of a heavenly calling" and have become 

"partakers of Christ" (Heb. 3:1,14). Based upon the emphasis of Christ's inheritance in this book, I believe 

a better translation is "partakers with Christ." In fact, the New Living Translation communicates this idea, 

stating, "We will share in all that belongs to Christ." 

c) The Greek word for "partakers" means "sharing in, partaking, a partner, participant, a sharer, by 

implication, an associate." Clearly, this relates to our calling to share in the inheritance of Christ as 

"firstborn" sons (Heb. 12:23). 

2. Revelation 2-3 lists 17 eternal rewards that we are called to inherit. 

a) Many of these rewards (14 to be specific) can be categorized into eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and 

eternal glory. These are listed below with a quick description of what the reward means. Please note that 

I will prove why this is the likely meaning of each reward later in this class.  

b) Eternal intimacy 

1. Eat from the tree of life (Rev. 2:7): We will receive the capacity in our resurrected and glorified body to 

enjoy Jesus in His unfiltered glory at the deepest level of intimacy and love. 

2. Hidden manna (Rev. 2:17): We will receive deep revelation that comes out of intimacy with Jesus in 

the holy of holies. 

3. A white stone (Rev. 2:17): The white stone likely refers to admittance to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb, where we will dine with Jesus in deep intimacy for all eternity. 

4. A new name written on the stone (Rev. 2:17): This probably reflects our unique relationship with Jesus 

that will characterize who we are, how we lived our lives in the secret place with Jesus during our 

short time on earth, and how we will function in eternity. 

5. Wedding garments (Rev. 3:5; 3:18): As we work out our salvation through love-based obedience for 

Jesus, we are in essence making our own wedding garments, just as Jewish brides did in the days of 

the Bible. These wedding garments will give us access to the wedding ceremony and the right to 

marry the Son of God. 

6. The Father's name written on them (Rev. 3:12): We will be the inheritance of the Father as mature, 

Christ-like sons. 

7. Jesus' new name written on them (Rev. 3:12): We will be the inheritance of the Son as His worthy bride. 

8. Dining with Jesus at the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 3:20): We will dine with Jesus in deep 

intimacy and love at the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

c) Eternal authority 
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1. Crown of life (Rev. 2:10): Crowns, which were given to those who were victorious in an athletic game 

and were a mark of a royal and exalted rank, we will be given to the overcomers as a sign of their 

authority as kings in the kingdom of God. 

2. Authority over the nations (Rev. 2:26): We will share in Jesus' Messianic inheritance and will rule the 

nations with a rod of iron in partnership with Him. 

3. The morning star (Rev. 2:28): We will be given authority in the heavens and will use this authority to 

cast down the dragon and his angels to the earth.  

4. Sitting down with Jesus on His throne (Rev. 3:21): We will rule and reign with judicial responsibility and 

kingdom authority, bringing justice and righteousness to our sphere of authority during the 

Millennial Kingdom and throughout eternity. 

d) Eternal glory 

1. A pillar in the temple of God (Rev. 3:12): We will have a place of honor and unlimited access to the holy 

of holies in the Millennial Temple located in Jerusalem. Here we will minister directly to King Jesus in 

His radiance, majesty, and glory. Like Jesus, we will be priest-kings after the order of Melchizedek, 

ministering directly to Jesus as a priest and going forth from the holy of holies with great authority 

to rule the nations as a king. 

2. The New City Jerusalem written on them (Rev. 3:12): In the eternal age, after the Millennial Kingdom, 

we will dwell in the bridal city, the New Jerusalem, as the wife of the Lamb and as firstborn sons of 

God. As bondservants of God who follow the Lamb wherever He goes, we will be allowed to see 

God's face in the deepest, most intimate places of glory as we minister directly to the Lord.  

3. Only the overcomers will inherit the 17 eternal rewards that Jesus listed in Revelation 2-3. 

a) As we have already seen, God the Father said, "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be 

his God and he will be My son" (Rev. 21:7). 

b) Although Jesus offered every believer the opportunity to inherit these 17 eternal rewards, only those 

who overcome the seven issues He highlighted will be placed into a firstborn status and receive the 

rights to inherit. 

c) If this sounds unfamiliar and even offensive to you, then it is important to understand three keys to 

properly interpreting Revelation 21:7. These keys are: 1) We need to understand how New Testament 

writers differentiated between the children of God (teknon) and the mature sons of God (huios); 2) we 

need to understand how Greco-Roman adoption worked; and 3) we need to understand the rights of 

primogeniture (which we have already discussed). 

4. The New Testament writers differentiated between the children of God (teknon) and the mature sons of God 

(huios). 

a) Let's start by looking at teknon. Paul said, "The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children 

of God" (Rom. 8:16). The Greek word for "children" is teknon and means "offspring or child." The easiest 

way to think of teknon is that we are a child of God by new birth and we have the DNA of the Son within 

our spirit. 

b) Now let's look at huios. Paul said, "For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God" 

(Rom. 8:14). Having already seen that teknon are the children of God who are born of the Spirit and 

relates to every believer, Paul used huios to describe the mature sons of God and to distinguish every 

born-again believer from those who are led by the Spirit.  

c) Paul was saying that those who kill the sinful deeds of the flesh, renew their mind, and live from their 

righteous spirit by the power of the indwelling Spirit, these and these alone, are the mature sons of 



Session 3: Firstborn Sons               Sunday, November 22, 2015 | Bryan Kessler 
 

 

Restoration Life Church | www.RestorationLife.org         Page 7 
 

God—the huios of God. Clearly, Paul was making a distinction between mature, Spirit-led believers and 

immature, carnal believers. 

d) Commenting about this verse, Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words states, "The difference 

between believers as 'children of God' [teknon] and as 'sons of God' [huios] is brought out in Rom. 8:14-

21. The Spirit bears witness with their spirit that they are 'children of God,' [teknon] and, as such, they are 

His heirs and joint-heirs with Christ. This stresses the fact of their spiritual birth (Rom. 8:16, 17). On the 

other hand, 'as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God,' i.e., 'these and no other.' Their 

conduct gives evidence of the dignity of their relationship and their likeness to His character."1 

e) To clarify even further, according to Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, teknon "gives 

prominence to the fact of birth" whereas huios "stresses the dignity and character of the relationship."2  

f) In a practical way, here is how New Testament writers would have used teknon and huios. If a writer 

wanted to refer to a child as a son or a daughter, they could use either teknon or huios. However, when a 

writer wanted to emphasize the honor, respect, worthiness, rank, position, Christ-likeness, or moral 

qualities that distinguished a mature believer from a nominal one, they would always use huios rather 

than teknon. As is always the case, context determines how a verse should be interpreted. 

g) In summary: 

 Teknon describes how we become God's children at new birth by receiving  the indwelling Spirit and 

a new spirit with the exact nature of Jesus Christ; 

 Huios describes how the teknon of God mature into Christ-like sons by being led by the Spirit, 

planting the Word into their heart, and denying themselves (leading to the salvation of the soul), 

qualifying them to share in the eternal inheritance of Christ. 

5. Understanding Greco-Roman adoption also brings clarity to Revelation 21:7. 

a) The following summary of adoption in the Greco-Roman world comes from Chapter 2 of the over seven-

hundred page scholarly book named Paul in the Greco-Roman World. 

b) Adoption in the first-century Greco-Roman world was very different than adoption today. When parents 

adopt a child in the twenty-first century, they usually do it because they can't have children, they want to 

help a child whose birth parents can't raise them, or they want to rescue a child from abuse. Modern-day 

adoption involves parents taking a baby or young child into their home, loving them as if they were their 

natural children, and giving them a much better life.  

c) Adoption in the Greco-Roman world, however, was vastly different. Greek or Roman adoption consisted 

of a son—usually an adult, not a child—being adopted in order to be an heir who would preserve a 

family line from extinction. If a man was growing older and he didn’t have an adequate heir to receive 

his inheritance and extend his family line, the husband and wife would adopt an adult son who would 

receive the inheritance when the father died. If there were any surviving family members, such as a wife 

or other children, then the adopted son would use the inheritance to help them. 

d) Under normal conditions, whenever a father died, his estate passed directly to his son. No will was 

necessary, for it was illegal for the father to give his property to anyone but his son. The heir was legally 

responsible for the continued care of all surviving family members, including providing dowries for 

unmarried daughters. Effectively, the son stepped directly into the shoes of the deceased father, 

assuming all of the father's responsibilities and using his inheritance to take care of the family. 

e) Because many families in the Greco-Roman world teetered on the brink of extinction due to short life 

expectancies and high infant death rates of 40%, the legal strategy of adoption was used to put an adult 

son into place to take care of the inheritance and the surviving family. This adopted son was treated just 

as if they were born into the family. 
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f) Over one-third of Roman children lost their fathers before puberty and another third lost their fathers 

before the age of 25. Consequently, Romans considered the protection of a minor as one of the most 

sacred social responsibilities.  

g) Knowing the risk of a squandered inheritance by giving it to a child too soon, many father's would 

appoint guardians to watch over their heir until they came of age, which under Roman law was the age 

of 14. Nevertheless, if a father wanted the child to mature past the age of 14, they could legally extend 

this age to what they felt was best in their situation.  

h) Paul alluded to this common cultural practice in Galatians 4:1-2, when he said, "Now I say, as long as the 

heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything, but he is under 

guardians and managers until the date set by the father." In essence, the child had to become a mature 

son before the father deemed him ready to inherit. 

i) When Paul talked about our adoption as sons in Romans 8:12-25, his mindset reflected fathers in the 

Greco-Roman world. Because the fundamental motive for adoption was the continuation of the family 

inheritance, a Greco-Roman father thought first about his estate and what to do about his inheritance, 

and only secondarily about adoption. Likewise, for Paul in Romans 8:12-25, adoption enters the 

discussion only because Paul was first thinking about inheritance (Rom. 8:17). 

j) Most of Paul's readers would have been very familiar with the relationship between adoption and 

inheritance and the motives people had for adopting or giving their offspring up for adoption. So Paul, 

when he used the word adoption, didn't have to explain to his readers that only mature, adult males 

were set into place as a son in order to inherit and keep the family from extinction. Because of the 

common practice of setting a son into place for the purpose of inheriting, Paul didn't have to describe 

this metaphor to his readers. It would be like me saying, "Just Google Greco-Roman adoption." I don't 

have to explain what it means to "Google." You know what I am talking about because it is a part of our 

culture. But if someone from the first-century heard me say this, they would be utterly confused. 

k) In summary, the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to use the metaphor of Roman adoption to convey how 

believers must mature into sons in order to inherit. 

6. Only the overcomers are given a firstborn son status and will share in the fullness of Christ's inheritance. 

a) Contrary to what most believers think, we have not yet been adopted as God's sons. Though many 

respected Bible teachers and influential leaders claim that we have been adopted into God's family, 

there is not one Scripture that supports this claim. Yes, Scripture states that we have received the spirit 

of adoption, that we have been predestined to be adopted, and that we were redeemed so that we 

might be adopted, but nowhere does it say that our adoption has already taken place (Rom. 8:15; Eph. 

1:5; Gal. 4:5). 

b) This does not mean that we are not God's children and that He is not our Father. Far from it, we are the 

teknon of God—the children of God by new birth and we have the DNA of the Son of God in our spirit! 

The God of heaven and earth is our Father because His seed was implanted into our spirit when we were 

born again. 

c) To prove that our adoption is in the future, notice carefully how Paul used the common first-century 

practice of Greco-Roman adoption in Romans 8:23, where he said, "And not only this, but also we 

ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit [as teknon], even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 

waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons [as huios], the redemption of our body." Clearly, our adoption as 

mature sons will not take place until the resurrection of the dead at the second coming of Christ (Rev. 

20:4). 

d) With all of this in mind, let's go back to the distinction between teknon and huios by looking at the Greek 

word for adoption, which is the word huiothesia—translated "adoption as sons." Huiothesia combines 

two Greek words huios (son) and tithēmi (to set, put, place) and means "the placing as a son." This son 

placement is about God the Father giving those who have been conformed into the image of His Son—
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the mature, responsible, and Spirit-led sons of God—a firstborn status so that they can share fully in the 

inheritance of Jesus Christ. 

e) Just like a first-century Roman adoption—where an adult not a child was adopted—our adoption will 

not take place until the dead are raised at the Lord's second coming and this adoption will be contingent 

upon whether or not we have become Christ-like in our heart and soul. Make no mistake about it—God 

will not share the inheritance of His Son with unprepared, immature, self-centered, and irresponsible 

children. Like Paul said, the only believers who will partake in the inheritance of Christ are those who 

have suffered with Him (Rom. 8:17). 

d) Taking what we have learned about the difference between teknon and huios, Greco-Roman adoption, 

and the rights of primogeniture, consider once again what God the Father said in Revelation 21:7, where 

He stated, "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son 

[huios]" (Rev. 21:7). Receiving the inheritance of the 17 eternal rewards that Jesus highlighted in 

Revelation 2-3 depends upon us overcoming the seven issues that He highlighted. Or put another way, 

only the overcomers will be placed into a firstborn son status and will share in the fullness of Christ's 

inheritance in the ages to come. Receiving the rights of primogeniture is contingent upon whether or 

not we have overcome, matured, and have become Christ-like in our heart and soul. 

IV. Bringing Many Sons to Glory 

1. God's great end-time plan is to bring many sons to glory. 

a) In one of the pinnacle statements in the book of Hebrews, the author said, "For it was fitting for Him, for 

whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the 

author of their salvation through sufferings" (Heb. 2:10). 

b) God's great eternal plan has always been to conform men and women into the image of His Son and to 

then fill them with His glory. This eternal purpose will be fully realized at the end of the age when He 

conforms multitudes of His redeemed people “to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn 

among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29). 

c) The number of believers who have fully overcome throughout history is a very small remnant. I believe 

that if we were taken to heaven and could see the small remnant of overcomers in comparison to the 

rest of the redeemed we would weep. But the great news is that God the Father has vowed to bring 

"many sons to glory" before the Lord returns. Though this group of overcoming, firstborn sons is 

presently a small remnant, it will not end that way, for God Himself will see to it that many of His children 

become the mature, Spirit-led, Christ-like sons that He has desired before creation. 

2. The greatest number of sons in history will come to full Christ-like maturity at the end of the age. 

a) The parable of the wheat and the tares reveals the dynamics of the end-time harvest and how the Father 

will ensure that many sons are brought to glory (Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43).  

b) Explaining this parable, Jesus said that the good seed are the “sons of the kingdom” while the tares are 

the “sons of the evil one” (Matt. 13:38). The Greek word used for "sons" in these two statements is huios, 

indicating the full maturity of both God's sons and the devil's sons. Undoubtedly, both lawlessness and 

righteousness will reach full maturity at the end of the age. Though the world will descend into deep 

darkness, the righteous will shine forth like the sun in the glory of their Father (Matt. 13:43). 

c) When many believers discuss the end-time harvest, their conversations are about millions of people all 

around the world coming to faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit’s power coming upon the church like never 

before, and the unprecedented miracles that will take place through the hands of believers. Though all 

of this a significant part of the end-time harvest, one dynamic that is usually neglected is the maturing of 

God's children into overcoming, Christ-like sons—the firstborn sons who will receive the fullest measure 

of the Father's inheritance. 
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d) Paul said, “For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons [huios] of 

God” (Rom. 8:19). The groan of creation is for God's children to mature into overcoming sons who will 

return with Christ and restore creation during the Millennial Kingdom. If we want to be part of this 

special group of people, there is only one way and that is to overcome! 

                                                           
1 https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/Dictionary/viewTopic.cfm?topic=VT0002693 
2 https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/dictionary/viewTopic.cfm?topic=VT0000452, referenced on 11/18/2015. 


