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I. Two Foundations for Proper Interpretation 

1. Don't interpret the book of Revelation in isolation. 

a) The book of Revelation is the last book of the Bible and should not be interpreted in isolation. Everything 

written prior to this final book should be factored into how we understand what Jesus was trying to 

communicate.  

b) The Torah (the first five books of the Bible), the historical books (Judges, Chronicles, Kings, etc.), the 

Psalms and Proverbs, the Prophets, the Gospels, and the Epistles should all be factored into our 

interpretation of Revelation. Those who interpret Revelation in isolation, not allowing Scripture to 

interpret Scripture, can easily interject serious errors. 

c) The book of Revelation relies heavily upon was written beforehand and having an understanding of 

subjects such as the tabernacle and the temple, the priesthood, the prophecies of Isaiah, Daniel, and 

Ezekiel, Israel's covenants, Jesus' teachings in the gospels, and the apostles' teachings in the epistles is 

the only way that we can rightly interpret the book of Revelation. 

2. The book of Revelation is meant to be interpreted literally unless the context indicates otherwise. 

a) Though the book of Revelation contains numerous symbols, this book is meant to be interpreted literally 

unless the context indicates otherwise. Often, whenever a portion of Revelation is meant to be 

interpreted symbolically, John indicated it (Rev. 1:20; 5:6; 11:8; 12:1, 3, 9; 17:7, 9). These symbols can be 

decoded by using the context of the book or other books of the Bible, such as the book of Daniel. 

b) God the Father gave this beautiful book as a gift to be understood by all of His people and most of God's 

people throughout history have been poor and uneducated. God wasn't trying to hide the true meaning 

of the message behind complex, subjective symbols that only biblical scholars could understand.  

c) A literal method of interpreting the book of Revelation is objective and reads out of the text the 

intended meaning. A non-literal method, on the other hand, is subjective and reads into the text 

personal biases and preferences.  

d) Using a non-literal approach to interpret Revelation is dangerous because there are no boundaries for 

assigning our own meaning to symbols. Anyone can decide what a word, phrase, or symbol means 

based upon their personal preferences and beliefs. When objectivity is lost, God's intended meaning is 

distorted, leading to false doctrines and even doctrines of demons. 

e) The book of Revelation says what it means and means what it says. For example, when Revelation states 

that one-fourth of the earth will die (Rev. 6:8), it literally means that twenty-five percent of the world will 

perish. When the martyrs are beheaded, it literally means that believers will have their heads cut off (Rev. 

20:4). 

f) One of the most controversial statements in the book of Revelation is about Christ's reign on the earth. 

Revelation 20:6 states, "They will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand 

years." There are at least three views of how this Scripture should be interpreted. 

g) View #1—Amillennialism: This view, which as the "a" in the Greek indicates, is the view that there is not 

a literal one-thousand year reign of Christ upon the earth. Amillennialist, who interpret the book of 

Revelation symbolically, believe that the kingdom of God was inaugurated at Christ's resurrection and 

that Christ is presently reigning over the earth from heaven. This view believes that the millennium has 

already begun, will last until Christ returns, and is spiritual in nature. Amillennialist also believe that 

Satan has already been bound and is no longer able to deceive the nations. After this present age has 

ended, Amillennialist believe that Christ will return and user in the eternal state. There is not enough 

time to describe in detail why this view is deeply flawed, so I will keep it simple. Just look at the 

conditions of the world over the past century, where over 60 million people died in World War II, 
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including 6 million Jews in the Holocaust. Can you honestly say that Jesus is reigning over the earth and 

that Satan has been bound? What do you say about the 20 to 30 million slaves in the world, many of 

whom are sex slaves? To say it nicely, Amillennialism is idealistic and naive. If Jesus is presently reigning 

over the earth, He isn't doing a very good job! 

h) View # 2— Postmillennialism: This view believes that Jesus Christ will return after the millennium, 

when the church has Christianized the world and impacted the seven mountains of culture, which are 

media, government, education, economy, family, religion, and entertainment. Postmillennialism believes 

that the preaching of the gospel will be so successful that it will usher in a Golden Age of Christianity in 

which the majority of the world will become Christians and the nations of the earth will obey the 

teachings of the Bible, resulting in a time of history where faith, righteousness, peace, and prosperity 

prevail. Sometime during this utopian age, Jesus Christ will return and transition the earth to the eternal 

age. Like Amillennialism, Postmillennialism is a deeply flawed paradigm that relies on subjective 

interpretation of symbols based upon personal bias and preferences. It is a method of interpretation 

where the plain reading of the text is twisted to make it read the way the person wants it to be read 

rather than reading what it actually says without any personal bias. Many Postmillennialist, who dislike 

the idea of Christians having to suffer or of God releasing judgment and wrath upon the nations, bring 

their personal biases and offenses into their interpretation of the book of Revelation, resulting in serious 

error and deviation from the truth. The idea that the nations are going to be fully Christianized and 

obedient to the Bible before Jesus returns is nonsense. Numerous Scriptures that are impossible to 

refute make the Postmillennial view an impossibility. Just look at how the nation of America, which for 

over 200 years has been a Christian nation, recently legalized same-sex marriage. America is not 

becoming more Christianized but increasingly secular. And unless the Lord sends another Great 

Awakening to our nation, America will become fully secular, humanistic, and hostile toward the gospel. 

i) View # 3—Premillennialism:  This view, which rightly interprets the book of Revelation literally unless 

the context suggests otherwise, believes that Jesus Christ will physically return to the earth and will 

reign from the city of Jerusalem for a thousand years. Premillennialism believes that all of Israel's 

covenant promises, which are scattered throughout the Old Testament Prophets, will literally be fulfilled 

at the second coming of Jesus Christ when He rules the nations for one-thousand years. The Overcomers 

class is based upon a Premillennial view. 

II. Four Foundations for Courage 

1. God's grace enables us to overcome. 

a) After hearing Jesus' challenging and exacting messages to the seven churches, a natural response is to 

feel hopeless, overwhelmed, and even condemned. This is especially true of those who have a root of 

rejection, have been victims of abuse, have struggled with shame, or have a distorted view of God as 

being angry and mean.  

b) No matter where we are in the journey toward overcoming, it is only by God's enabling grace that any of 

us can overcome. The good news is that because God is so good, loving, and kind, He is more than 

willing to give us all the grace we will ever need to overcome the issues that Jesus highlighted in 

Revelation 2-3. 

c) If you were to ask most Christians to define grace, in all likelihood you would hear a response such as, "It 

is the unmerited favor of God." Although this definition is true, it is far from capturing the richest and 

fullest meaning of grace. This traditional definition merely reveals that God is kind and that His blessings 

are free and cannot merited by good works. Though this definition is accurate, it is incomplete and lacks 

scriptural substance, for grace has a far richer and deeper meaning than merely "the unmerited favor of 

God." As John Piper said, "Grace is power, not just pardon."1  

d) I define grace as the unmerited power of God that enables us to be who we are called to be and to do 

what we are called to do. 
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e) God's grace is unmerited because it can only be received, not achieved. No amount of obedience, good 

works, or religious discipline can earn more of God's grace. Grace is absolutely free from human merit or 

obedience. The essence of grace is when God does something for us or in us that is based solely upon 

His goodness and kindness. The moment we think that we can achieve grace by lengthy prayer or 

extended fasting or teeth-gritting obedience, then grace has ceased to be grace.  

f) God's grace is His power at work in us, enabling us to live a victorious, overcoming life. The same power 

that raised Jesus from the dead resides within us because the Holy Spirit dwells in us. Living by grace is 

learning how to access this resident, resurrection power so that we might become just like Jesus in 

motive, thought, and deed.  

g) Jesus told Paul, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness" (2 Cor. 12:9). 

According to Jesus, grace is simply God's power at work in our weakness. Or put another way, grace is 

God's enablement or God's ability. 

h) God's grace enables us to be who we are called to be. As it relates to the high calling of God that Jesus 

described in Revelation 2-3, God's grace is how we are transformed into mature, Christ-like sons and how 

we are made ready as the wife of the Lamb. Grace is what gives us the ability to both inherit and be the 

inheritance of the Father and the Son. It is only by the grace of God that any of us can be transformed 

into the likeness of Christ, overcome the world, the flesh, and the devil, and share in the inheritance of 

Christ for all eternity (Rom. 8:29; Rev. 2-3; Rev. 21:7). God's grace and His grace alone is what empowers 

us to be the overcomers that Jesus is calling for in Revelation 2-3. 

2. God loves us in our immaturity and weakness. 

a) Knowing God's love for us in our immaturity and weakness is a crucial, indispensable part of overcoming.  

b) Paul said, "We overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us" (Rom. 8:37). The Greek word for 

"overwhelmingly conquer" is hypernikaō, which is a compound word that contains nikaō, the Greek word 

translated overcome. As we saw in Session 1, nikaō is the Greek word that John used seventeen times in 

the book of Revelation to call us to overcome and to showcase those who had overcome. Hypernikaō 

means "to be more than a conqueror, to gain a surpassing victory; to vanquish beyond, i.e. gain a 

decisive victory." Literally translated, hypernikaō means "we are hyper-conquerors" and are "pre-

eminently victorious." 

c) As we discussed in Session 1, because Paul used hypernikaō in the present tense, he was describing the 

potential that we have in Christ to actually overcome. Paul was not making a blanket statement that all 

believers are automatically overcomers because of the new birth and therefore receive the seventeen 

eternal rewards of Revelation 2-3 as part of the package of being justified. If this was the case, then Paul 

would have used the past tense and said, "We have overwhelmingly conquered through Him who loved 

us."  

d) Paul's purpose in this statement was to impart courage to every believer that because of Christ's love 

and because He lives within us, there is nothing that can hinder us from actually overcoming every 

struggle that we would ever face, including the seven issues that Jesus identified in Revelation 2-3.  

e) So many believers live with an orphan spirit, not knowing how deeply and passionately the Father and 

the Son love them. Because of years of rejection, abuse, guilt, shame, and condemnation, many 

Christians believe the lie that God is always mad and sad when He thinks about them. Religion, wounded 

authority figures, and even demonic powers have persuaded many Christians that God doesn't really 

love them. Yes, they know what the Bible says about God's love, but they have never experienced wave 

after wave of God's overwhelming affections toward them, even in their weakness and immaturity. 

f) In Romans 8:31-39—where Paul sought to impart the courage all of us need to overcome  "tribulation, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword"—he wanted us to know with 

certainty that we could win a surpassing victory over everything and everyone that opposes us because 
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God loves us deeply (Rom. 8:35). Paul's logic was simple. If the Father didn't spare His own Son whom He 

loves more than anything else, how will He not freely give us all things? Because of the cross, the Father 

is the One who justifies us and destroys all the accusation and condemnation directed toward us. As a 

result, "neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. 8:38-39). As we move forward in this class, we have to know 

with certainty that God is for us and not against us. 

g) We don't overcome so that we can gain God's approval; we overcome because we have God's approval. 

God's love for us, even in our weakness and immaturity, empowers us to overcome every struggle, 

stronghold, tribulation, and trial that comes against us. And we don't just overcome by the skin of our 

teeth. Paul said that we "overwhelmingly conquer" in such a way that everything that opposes us is 

vanquished by our surpassing victory. It is like the football game in 1916 when Georgia Tech beat 

Cumberland College 222 to 0. Our victory over trials and tribulations, struggles and strongholds, demons 

and despair is so one-sided that our opponents are like helpless Cumberland College that dreadful day 

almost a hundred years ago. 

h) Knowing God's deep love and affection for us, even in our weakness and immaturity, is crucial as we go 

forward in this class, for Jesus' message to the seven churches of Asia Minor is one of the most 

confrontational, demanding, and corrective exhortations in the Bible. Jesus, as the righteous Judge, 

comes to us in Revelation 2-3 with a two-edged sword in His mouth and fire in His eyes. He is deadly 

serious. He is coming in both His kindness and in His severity. He is coming to discipline and scourge us 

because of His deep love for us and His passionate desire for all of us to become overcoming, Christ-like 

sons and His worthy bride.  

i) Because God will challenge us to the very core of our being and discipline us as His beloved children, 

knowing God's love in our weakness and immaturity is a critical foundation for overcoming. We must be 

rooted and grounded in the deep, personal, affectionate, and transformative love of God to have any 

chance of being an overcomer. 

3. Christ the Overcomer in you will overcome through you. 

a) Paul said that two things were vital for us to overcome. We already looked at the first, which is knowing 

that God loves us in our weakness and immaturity. The second is that we have to let Christ the 

Overcomer in us to overcome through us. 

b) Paul said, "But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us" (Rom. 8:37). 

We overcome as we allow Christ the Overcomer, who dwells in our spirit in the Person of the Holy Spirit, 

to have full access to our heart and soul. As we do this, we can overwhelmingly conquer every trial, 

tribulation, stronghold, and struggle through His enabling grace.  

c) Jesus said, "In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). 

He also told the church of Laodicea that He overcome and sat down with the Father on His throne (Rev. 

3:21). When John saw the coronation of King Jesus, one of the elders told John, "The Lion that is from the 

tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome" (Rev. 5:5). 

d) Clearly, Jesus is the ultimate Overcomer and the prototype for us who desire to overcome. He is the one 

who overcame by laying down His life and conquering death, hell, and the grave by His resurrection. He 

overcame the world, the flesh, and the devil by yielding Himself completely to the Father's will and by 

obeying everything the Father said. 

e) Because the Spirit of Jesus dwells within us, He wants us to have the confidence and courage that we 

can overcome like Him because He is the Overcomer and He will overcome through us if we give Him full 

access to our heart and soul.  
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f) As we let Christ the Overcomer to live His victorious life through us, we can overcome the seven issues 

that Jesus highlighted in Revelation 2-3, which are: 1) Loving God as our first love; 2) being faithful until 

death; 3) developing a deep love for the full council of God's Word; 4) resisting the influence of Jezebel 

in our sphere of authority; 5) staying awake and refusing compromise by doing the Word; 6) persevering 

in full obedience to the end; and 7) burning with fervent passion for Jesus. 

g) In our own power, the call to overcome would be impossible because of our inherent sin and selfishness. 

But because we have the Spirit of the Overcomer in us, we not only can overcome these seven issues, 

but we can overcome in such a way that these struggles are absolutely shattered and destroyed once-

and-for-all. Like Paul said, we "can do all things through Him who strengthens" us (Phil. 4:13). 

h) Overcoming is all about the exchanged life, the crucified life, where we acknowledge like Paul that we 

"have been crucified with Christ" (Gal. 2:20). As we allow the Holy Spirit to apply the cross deeper into 

our self-life, then we reach a place where "it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me" (Gal. 2:20). 

Becoming the overcomers that Jesus called for in Revelation 2-3 is all about the cross working to kill our 

self-life so that the Spirit of the Overcomer in us can overcome through us. 

4. Overcoming is a lifelong pursuit. 

a) Although there is a steep price to pay to become an overcomer, if we could see from heaven's 

perspective, it is like paying a penny for a billion dollars. In reality, becoming the inheritance of God and 

sharing in the inheritance of Christ is so glorious that no amount of money compares to it. 

b) Nevertheless, overcoming demands our all. This high calling of God demands that we pursue it with 

everything that we are and all that we have. Our best time, energy, and resources must be directed to 

pursuing this call if we want to be qualified for it. Jesus likened it to a merchant seeking fine pearls, who 

upon finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had to buy it (Matt. 13:45-46). 

c) To become the inheritance of the Father as Christ-like sons, the inheritance of the Son as a worthy bride, 

and to share in Christ's inheritance during the Millennial Kingdom and throughout eternity is beyond 

description. With such an invitation, our calling should define our lifestyle rather than our lifestyle define our 

calling. Will we be like Esau, who sold his birthright for a pot of stew or will we be like Jacob, who 

wrestled with God for the blessing? The way we live before God in this life determines whether or not we 

will receive the inheritance of the firstborn son in the age to come. Tragically, most of God's people are 

more like Esau than Jacob, selling their birthright to rule and reign with Christ for more comfort, success, 

money, pleasure, and popularity.  

d) To qualify as an overcomer requires a deep level of repentance and a radical change in our lifestyle. For 

example, to truly love Jesus as our first love demands a deep crucifixion of the self-life, including the 

surrender of any permissible pleasures that might interfere with our devotion and intimacy with the 

Lord in the secret place. This will look different for each of us based upon the season of life we are in. It 

might mean something as simple as turning off the radio on our way to work and worshiping, waking up 

earlier than usual to pray and to meditate upon the Word, or seeking God's face rather than pursuing our 

earthly dreams and desires. 

e) All of us are in different seasons of life with different demands from our God-given responsibilities. The 

mother with a newborn baby is at the mercy of the child's sleeping schedule. The business man is 

restrained by the hours dictated by his boss. The homeowner has to maintain their house. The mother 

and father with several children must take care of their kids. The point is this: When we have the vision of 

what an overcomer is, what is required to fully overcome, and how this calling determines our eternal 

destiny, we will find a way to do what the Lord asks of us in the different seasons of life. 

f) Without a clear vision of the high calling of God, trying to live as an overcomer can become a legalistic 

burden that leads to condemnation, burnout, and despair. Therefore, one of the main objectives of this 

class is to paint a clear vision of the high calling of God and to plant this vision deeply into your heart so 
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that it becomes the driving force of your life. More than telling you how to live or what you should do, 

the goal of this class is to present a compelling vision that will drive you for the rest of your life. Only 

then will you find ways to make this work in your own schedule and season of life. 

g) In the context of exhorting us to pursue this high calling of God, Paul said, "Let us, as many as are 

mature, have this mind" (Phil. 3:15, NKJV). Like Paul, all believers who are moving toward maturity in 

Christ are to make the high calling of God the main dream and desire of their life. 

h) Overcoming will take a lifetime and should be viewed as a marathon rather than a sprint. 

i) In our pursuit of the high calling of God, we will have bad days, bad weeks, bad months, and perhaps 

bad years. The point is not to quit but to keep getting back up when we fail and to keep moving forward 

until we fully overcome.  

j) Please realize that there is no condemnation in this call to overcome. Conviction and challenge yes. 

Condemnation, no! 

III. Five Foundations for Clarity 

1. Overcoming is synonymous with sanctification. 

a) Scripture reveals that we have been saved (Eph. 2:5, 8), we are being saved (1 Cor. 1:18; 2 Cor. 2:15), and 

we will be saved (Rom. 5:9). We possess salvation in our spirit, we are working salvation out into our soul, 

and we will inherit salvation in our body. The theological terms for this is justification, sanctification, and 

glorification. 

b) Justification 

 The moment we put our faith in Christ, His righteousness is imputed to us so that we are reckoned, 

before the Supreme Court of heaven, to be just as righteous as Jesus (2 Cor. 5:21). Our sins were 

imputed to Christ, so that God dealt with Christ as if He were a depraved sinner, even though He 

wasn't; and Christ's perfect righteousness was imputed to us, so that God treats us as if we have 

impeccable obedience to His commandments, even though we don't. 

 Justification is not based upon obedience to God's commandments. It is by grace alone through 

faith alone. Furthermore, justification precedes obedience, which means that we obey God because 

we have His approval not to gain His approval; we obey because we have been accepted not in 

order to be accepted; we don't obey in order to prove our love for God but because we have been 

loved by God.  

 Not only does justification result in imputed righteousness, but also imparted righteousness. The 

moment when we were born again, our spirit was resurrected, recreated in God's likeness, infused 

with Christ's righteousness and holiness, and joined to the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:10, Eph. 4:24, 1 Cor. 

6:17). 

 When we are born again, our eternal destination has been determined; the penalty of sin has been 

paid; and we become children of God and the betrothed bride of Jesus Christ. 

c) Sanctification 

 Whereas justification is instant, imputed to us, gives us a new standing before God, and determines 

our eternal destination, sanctification takes a lifetime, is the result of works, obedience, and 

faithfulness, transforms our character, and determines our eternal destiny. 

 Unlike justification, sanctification is not something that can be imputed or reckoned to us. 

Sanctification is the result of us being consecrated (set apart for God) and is a gradual process in our 

soul that occurs as we obey the Word of God in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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 While justification solves our status and standing before God, sanctification solves our problem with 

sin. Justification dissolves our guilt, shame, and condemnation but sanctification kills the principle of 

sin within that repeatedly leads to ungodly behavior and disobedience. Though justification is an 

indispensible foundation of salvation, it is incomplete without sanctification. 

 The lifelong process of sanctification occurs when the salvation that we presently posses in our spirit 

because of justification is worked out into our soul by serious and careful obedience to all of God's 

Word. 

 Sanctification is synonymous with the salvation of the soul and is the process of our mind, will, and 

emotions becoming Christ-like as our faith is brought to completion through Spirit-led works and 

obedience. 

d) When Jesus called us to overcome the seven issues He identified in Revelation 2-3, keep in mind that He 

was speaking to believers who had already been justified. Therefore, overcoming is another way of 

saying sanctification. Put another way, as children of God by new birth, we are to mature into 

overcoming sons, and as Christ's betrothed bride, we are to make ourselves ready into His worthy wife. 

e) Overcoming is working the salvation that we presently posses in our spirit outward into our soul, 

whereby our mind, will, and emotions are conformed into the exact representation of Jesus Christ.  

f) See the Process of Salvation chart at the end of the notes for more information. 

2. There is a division of labor in sanctification. 

a) When it comes to living by grace, many believers make the tragic mistake of becoming passive. Many, 

after receiving a revelation that grace is unmerited and comes by receiving and not by achieving, are 

afraid of nullifying the grace of God by their effort and therefore do nothing. That is a catastrophic 

mistake! Grace is not opposed to effort; grace is opposed to earning. And there is a huge difference 

between the two. 

b) The Holy Spirit is “the Helper” not “the Doer.” He will do His part, but He expects us to do ours. It is good 

to be able to recognize the work of the Holy Spirit, but we must not stop there. We must go on to seek 

Him for what our part is and then do it. 

c) Many believers who understand grace misunderstand our responsibility in grace. Paul said, "And 

working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain" (2 Cor. 6:1). Just as 

unbelievers can waste God's grace by not accepting the free gift of salvation, believers can waste God's 

grace by not responding with obedience.  

d) Paul said, "Just as you have always obeyed...work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 

who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure" (Phil. 2:12-13). Here we see the 

perfect example of the division of labor in sanctification. God is already at work in us but we are still 

responsible to respond to His prior work with obedience. Put another way, living by grace is all about 

respond-ability—we are responsible to respond to God's ability. We have a vital role to play in obedience 

as we respond to the new desires that God has previously worked into our heart. 

e) Revelation 19:7 states that the bride makes herself ready—it doesn't say that God makes the bride ready. 

Jesus calls His church to overcome the seven issues He highlighted in Revelation 2-3—He doesn't say 

that we have automatically overcome because we believe that He is the Son of God.  

f) Clearly, there is a division of labor in sanctification. God has a part and we have a part. God will not do 

our part and we cannot do His part. In response to God's grace, we are called to take up our cross, put to 

death our flesh, obey, run, fight, press on, endure, discipline ourselves, live by the Spirit, do good works, 

and persevere. All of this is our response to God's grace. It is the division of labor in sanctification and in 

overcoming.  
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3. Overcoming is about our eternal destiny—not our eternal destination. 

a) When it comes to eternal rewards, especially after reading Revelation 2-3, some believers walk away with 

the wrong idea that if they don't overcome then they will lose their salvation and go to hell when they 

die. The problem with this interpretation is that it does not account for the distinction between 

justification and sanctification.  

b) Our eternal destination is where we will spend eternity and is determined by whether or not we have 

been justified. Our eternal destiny, on the other hand, determines how we will spend eternity and is 

determined by the depth at which we have been sanctified. 

c) When we are justified by faith alone apart from works by believing in the finished work of the cross, God 

gives us a new spirit, a new heart, and we receive a new righteous status, which, legally speaking, 

reckons us just as righteous as Jesus in the Supreme Court of heaven.  

d) When we are justified, our eternal destination changes from hell to heaven. However, our eternal destiny 

is different. Whereas many believers have a distorted view of their eternal destiny—imagining that they 

will float around on clouds while stringing their harps with the cherubs, reminiscing about how fun life 

was on earth—the Scriptures paint a very different picture. We are called as coheirs with Christ to rule 

and reign with Him in the Millennial Kingdom and throughout eternity. And the depth of our 

sanctification determines whether or not we will qualify for this majestic destiny. 

e) There is continuity between how we live in this life and our destiny in the age to come. The small things 

that we do in this life out of a passion and love for Jesus, no matter how weak and insignificant they 

might seem, directly affects how we will spend our life in eternity. God takes our small acts of 

faithfulness, purity, acts of righteousness, and passion and multiplies them by a billion.  

f) For example, if we are faithful in a very little thing in this life, we will be in authority over ten cities when 

we return with Jesus to rule and reign for a thousand years (Luke 19:17). If we overcome Jezebel's work, 

character, and influence in this life, then we will rule the nations with a rod of iron in the next. If we 

devote ourselves to gaining deeper insight into the Word and lead many to righteousness in this life, we 

will shine brightly in the next life (Dan. 12:3). 

g) You probably learned this in school, but if you multiple anything by zero, you get zero! So even though 

God multiples what we do in this age by a billion, if we don't have any acts of faithfulness, a pure heart, 

deeds of righteousness, or a burning passion for Jesus, then the result is zero! We will forfeit our eternal 

inheritance because there is a continuous flow from what we do now and how we will live in the age to 

come.  

h) The depth of our sanctification determines the intensity of our glorification (1 Cor. 15:41-42). Only 

mature sons—those who have experienced the full salvation of the soul through deep sanctification—

will shine brightly like the son in the kingdom of their Father (Matt. 13:37-43). 

4. The overcomers are not a super-class of elite Christians. 

a) As you will see throughout this class, the book of Revelation and other Scriptures makes a clear 

distinction between believers who make themselves ready as the bride of Christ and those who don't; 

between those who overcome and share in the full inheritance of Jesus Christ as a firstborn son and 

those who fail to overcome and forfeit their birthright like Esau. 

b) I will prove this with Scripture later, but not all believers will be married to Jesus Christ and return with 

Him at the second coming. Not all believers will rule and reign with Jesus in the Millennial Kingdom, 

exercise authority over the nations, and be permitted to minister to Jesus in the holy of holies. Not all 

believers will dwell in the New City Jerusalem, be resurrected in the glory of the sun, and enjoy Jesus in 

His unfiltered glory at the deepest level of intimacy. Though the non-overcomers are justified and will be 

in heaven, they will forfeit the privilege of being the wife of the Lamb and a firstborn son because of the 

way they lived during their short time on earth. 
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c) As shocking and offensive as this might sound, Scripture makes this distinction very clear. Having said 

that, it is vital to know that the overcomers are not a super-class of elite Christians. This is not about 

"bride-pride" or being part of the "frozen chosen."  

d) The overcomers are marked by one predominant characteristic and that is that they love Jesus more 

than they love themselves (Rev. 2:4-7; 12:11). The cross of Christ has so worked in the souls of these 

redeemed saints that they have become an exact representation of Christ, conformed into His likeness 

and image. They are people of deep humility and meekness who have become so much like the Lamb of 

God that there is not a trace of the proud, self-centered, rebellious nature of the dragon in them. The 

overcomers are faithful witnesses of the truth, even if it means death. They are faithful in small things, 

have an absolute devotion to the full council of God's Word—even the offensive and unpopular parts, 

have zero toleration for the works of Jezebel, and are wholeheartedly committed to becoming a worthy 

bride for Jesus. The overcomers are bondservants of the Lord who follow the Lamb wherever He goes 

and they place ministry to the Lord above ministry for the Lord. The overcomers are burning ones in 

whom the fire of God's holiness has consumed all self-satisfaction and lukewarm love. 

e) Most of the overcomers will be the no-named people throughout history that just loved Jesus, knew 

intimately Him in the secret place, and faithfully served Him all the days of their lives. 

f) It is important to realize that just because you know about the overcomers doesn't make you an 

overcomer. Just because your church teaches about the overcomers doesn't mean that you have 

qualified for this high calling of God. And having knowledge about the overcomers should never lead to 

judgment and criticism toward other tribes and streams in the body of Christ who have never heard 

about the overcomers. By all means, we should never, ever look at other Christians in different 

movements and try to figure out whether they will be overcomers. In fact, nobody will know for sure 

whether they are overcomers until the judgment seat of Christ. So, beware that the knowledge about 

the overcomers doesn't lead to spiritual pride, which will surely disqualify you from this high calling of 

God! 

5. Overcoming is not about being a perfect Christian but a mature Christian. 

a) If what you have heard so far about the overcomers makes you feel intimated, that you have all of these 

failures and flaws that would disqualify you from this group of "perfect" Christians, then you have 

misunderstood what the Holy Spirit is saying. The overcomers are not perfect Christians who never make 

mistakes, struggle with sin, have moments of selfishness, and occasionally blow it. The overcomers are 

not perfect people but mature people. Overcoming is not about a mistake-free, sinless life, but a life 

conformed into the exact nature of Christ through the work of the cross and the Holy Spirit. 

b) Jesus said, "Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect" (Matt. 5:48). After reading that, it sounds like 

God is after perfection, that nothing less than a mistake-free, sinless life will please Him. But once you 

understand that the word for "perfect" means "brought to its end, finished, wanting nothing necessary 

to completeness, mature," you realize that the Lord is not after absolute perfection but Christ-like 

maturity. He wants to complete the work of conformity to Christ's image in your heart and soul. 

c) There are no shortcuts to maturity. Maturity doesn't come with age and it can't be imparted. In fact, God 

can't even create people in a finished state of maturity because it would violate our free will. Maturity 

only comes one way and that is through obedience to God's Word and God's voice. 

d) So what God is after is not flawless, mistake-free Christianity, but maturity that comes by obedience, 

leading to conformity into Christ's image and nature. 

 

                                                           
1 John Piper, The Pleasures of God (Portland, OR: Multnomah Press, 1991), p. 252. 


