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I. Overview of Revelation 12-14 

a) Many biblical scholars refer to Revelation 12-14 as an explanatory interlude between the trumpet judgments 

which conclude in Revelation 11 and the bowl judgments which begin in Revelation 15.1  

b) Mike Bickle describes this interlude as follows: 

[These chapters serve as one of] five angelic explanations in the book and function as a parenthesis, 

putting the story line “on pause.” They answer questions arising from the chronological sections: 

Why is God’s wrath so severe? What will happen to us? Angels explain to John what will happen to 

God’s people, including what Jesus will do to help us and what the Antichrist will do to persecute 

us.2 

c) Thus, the purpose of this interlude in Revelation 12-14 is to give an explanation of the cosmic battle that will 

characterize the culmination of the church age. With this in mind, Revelation 12 unveils the coming forth of 

the man-child and the end-time battle between God’s people and the dragon. Revelation 13 reveals the 

three-and-a-half-year reign of the antichrist and his demonic union with the dragon. And Revelation 14 

describes the first-fruits inheritance of the Father and the Son, the fate of God's enemies, and the fullness of 

the end-time harvest of God's inheritance and His judgment upon those who resist Him.  

d) Revelation 12-14, therefore, describes in big picture form the culmination of the epic battle of the ages 

between God's people and the dragon. The battle that began in the Garden of Eden between Adam and Eve 

and the serpent will conclude in the end times with the overcomers, in partnership with Christ, enforcing the 

victory of the cross upon the enemy's head.  

II. Overview of Revelation 12 

a) Revelation 12 begins with a sign appearing in heaven, which is a woman clothed with the sun, the moon 

under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars (12:1). This heavenly woman is pregnant and in labor 

to give birth (12:2). 

b) John then sees another sign in heaven, this time of a great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns 

(12:3). As the vision unfolds, John sees the dragon's tail sweep away a third of the stars of heaven and throw 

them to the earth (12:4). Following this, the dragon stood before the woman, waiting for her baby to be 

born, so that he might devour her child (12:4). 

c) Though the dragon sought to kill the child, God protects the woman and the baby, for she successfully gives 

birth to "a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron" (Rev. 12:5). This "man-child," as 

the KJV and the ASV call him, was immediately caught up to God and to His throne. 

d) At once, the scene shifts from heaven to the earth and the woman is forced to flee into the wilderness to 

preserve her life, where she is protected by the Lord and nourished for 1,260 days or for the last three-and-

half years of this age (12:6). 

e) Before the woman flees into the wilderness, however, the ultimate battle of the ages takes place in heaven 

between the archangel Michael and his angelic army and the great red dragon and his demonic army (12:7). 

Because hell's army was not strong enough and the place they had occupied was no longer available, the 

great red dragon and his demonic angels were thrown down to the earth, and as you can imagine, all hell 

breaks out for the last three-and-a-half years before the Lord returns (12:8-9, 12). 

f) The last scene to note is the war between the dragon and the rest of the woman's children. Because of the 

dragon's intense hatred for the woman, he declares war on all her offspring "who keep the commandments 

of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus" (Rev. 12:17). This epic battle is described in Revelation 13:7, where 
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God in His sovereignty allows the antichrist, fully empowered by the dragon, to "make war with the saints 

and to overcome them."  

g) From this vision, we see five key players in this epic battle at the end of the age. These are: 

 The heavenly woman who is pregnant and in labor with the man-child (12:1-2); 

 The dragon with seven heads and ten horns who wants to devour the man-child (12:3-4); 

 The man-child who will rule the nations with a rod of iron (12:5); 

 The woman on the earth who flees into the wilderness and is nourished for 1,260 days (12:6); 

 The rest of the woman's children who keep God's commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus 

(12:17). 

h) Reading through just a few commentaries and other writings focused on the book of Revelation, you quickly 

discover that there are numerous views of Revelation 12. The crux of the debate revolves around 

interpreting Revelation 12:1-5. To keep it simple, I will narrow it down to the two most plausible 

interpretations. These are: 

1. View #1: The birth of the man-child is a historical description of Israel giving birth to the Messiah and 

then His ascension to the throne of God some thirty-three years later. 

2. View #2: The birth of the man-child is a prophecy of the overcomers being birthed at the midpoint of the 

tribulation. 

i) Let's spend a moment carefully considering the context to determine which view is correct. Here is the 

question we want to answer: Does Revelation 12:1-5 describe a historical event or is it a prophecy that will be 

fulfilled in the future? 

III. The Weakness of the Historical View 

a) Although most conservative Bible scholars view Revelation 12:1-5 as a historical description of Jesus' birth 

and ascension, there are several weaknesses to this interpretation that we need to consider. These are listed 

below. 

1. John was told explicitly to write "the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the 

things which will take place after these things" (Rev. 1:19). Most scholars believe that the "things which 

you have seen" refer to John's initial revelation of Jesus in Revelation 1, "the things which are" to the 

condition of the seven churches in Revelation 2-3, and "the things which will take place after these 

things" to the events recorded in Revelation 6-22. Based upon this premise, nowhere in the book of 

Revelation was John commissioned to record a historical event. Yes, there are several allusions to the 

past in the various prophecies scattered throughout the book (Rev. 2:14, 2:20, 12:9, 17:9-11), but 

Revelation 12:1-5 would be the only time in this prophecy where a historical event is recorded in detail 

and written as if a prophecy. Therefore, it seems uncharacteristic of the book of Revelation to devote five 

verses to events that had already taken place between sixty to ninety years before John wrote this book.  

2. Immediately after the woman gave birth to the man-child, Revelation 12:6 states "then the woman fled 

into the wilderness" where she would be protected and "nourished for one thousand two hundred and 

sixty days." The most logical way to read this is not to place a two-thousand year gap between the birth 

of the man-child and the woman being protected in the wilderness at the end of the age. Defenders of 

the "woman as Israel and the man-child as Jesus" position typically counter this two-thousand-year-gap 

argument by referencing several Old Testament prophecies, that in the very same breath, predict the 

first and second coming of Jesus (Isa. 9:6-7; Isa. 11:1-4; Zech. 9:9-10). As they point out, the natural 

reading of these Old Testament prophecies seem as if the events were going to take place at the same 

time, but in hindsight, we know that there is at least a two-thousand year gap between the first and 

second coming of Jesus. Though this is true, because these prophets all prophesied hundreds of years 

before the birth of Christ, Jesus' first and second comings were both future events to them. In John's 
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case, however, he is supposedly looking back at events that took place between sixty to ninety years 

before his prophecy and he is connecting it to an event at least two-thousand years into the future. I 

can't think of another example in the Bible where such a prophetic declaration was made. Because this is 

inconsistent with the precedent set by the Old Testament prophets, there is good reason to reject the 

interpretation as a historical description of the birth and ascension of Jesus.  

3. Perhaps the most convincing proof that these verses are prophetic rather than historical is found in 

Revelation 12:3. When John sees the dragon, he has "seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were 

seven diadems" (Rev. 12:3). Most scholars don't pay much attention to this statement, but it is a vitally 

important clue that gives insight into the timing of this event. Notice carefully that on the dragon's 

heads are seven diadems or crowns. This means that each of these heads, which are interpreted later as 

seven satanic kingdoms (Rev. 17:9-11), have either ruled or are presently ruling when the woman gives 

birth to the man-child. As mentioned in an earlier session, most prophecy experts agree that the six 

satanic kingdoms are: 1) Egypt; 2) Assyria; 3) Babylon; 4) Media-Persia; 5) Greece; and 6) Rome. Though 

there is disagreement about the seventh kingdom, for the purpose of this discussion, it doesn't really 

matter. The point to notice is that the dragon's seven heads are all crowned, meaning that Egypt, 

Assyria, Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece, and Rome have all had dominion over the nations in the past and 

the seventh kingdom either has had dominion or presently has dominion when the woman gives birth 

to the man-child. If the woman represents Israel and the man-child represents Jesus, then this event 

would have taken place during the rule of the Roman Empire and only six of the dragon's heads would 

have been crowned rather than all seven. If this sounds like I'm stretching Scripture to prove my point, 

consider what John sees in the very next chapter, where the ten horns are crowned because these ten 

kings have received power to rule alongside the antichrist for the last three-and-a-half years of the age 

(Rev. 13:1; 17:12). The placement of crowns on the demonic heads and horns do not occur by 

happenstance in the book of Revelation, but happen strategically and are loaded with meaning and 

significance. My point is that the placement of these crowns are a clue that helps us see the timing of 

prophetic events in the book of Revelation. Therefore, given this insightful clue, it is unlikely that 

Revelation 12:1-5 is describing a historical event and more likely that it is prophesying a future event. 

b) One final note to make. This prophecy takes place at the midpoint of the tribulation, three-and-a-half years 

before Jesus returns. We know this from Revelation 12:6, where the woman fled into the wilderness and was 

nourished there for 1,260 days. 

c) Considering all of this, we can more easily interpret who the five key players are in this critical end-time 

prophecy. Let's do that now. 

IV. #1: The Heavenly Woman 

a) All you have to do is read a few commentaries and you will quickly discover that the identity of the heavenly 

woman is the subject of a heated debate between Bible scholars. To keep this discussion as simple as 

possible, the four major views of who the heavenly woman represents are: 

 Israel; 

 Mary; 

 The church; 

 The faithful remnant of God's people throughout history. 

Let’s briefly look at each of these views. 

b) View #1: The heavenly woman represents Israel. 

 Because most conservative scholars interpret Revelation 12:1-5 as a historical event, they interpret the 

heavenly woman as Israel. The primary text to support this view is Genesis 37:9-10, where Joseph's 

dream of the sun, the moon, and the stars represent Jacob, Rachael, and the twelve patriarchs of Israel.  
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 Although this is the most popular opinion in the church today, there are several weaknesses to this 

interpretation.  

1. As previously discussed, Revelation 12:1-5 is a prophecy and not a retelling of history. That weakens 

the chances of the heavenly woman being natural Israel. 

2. The woman in Revelation 12:1-5 is in the heavens, not on the earth. That makes it even more unlikely 

that the heavenly woman represents the nation of Israel located on the earth in the Middle East. 

 Because of these two objections, the heavenly woman in all likelihood does not represent the nation of 

Israel. 

c) View #2: The heavenly woman represents Mary. 

 Catholics believe that the woman is Mary after her ascension into heaven, where she was supposedly 

revealed in all her glory as the "Queen of Heaven," "Mother of God," and "Mother of the Church." This 

view has been affirmed by Pope Pius X, Pope Pius XII, Pope Paul VI, and Pope John Paul II.3 This view rests 

on the use of similar terminology in Matthew 1:18 and 1:23 to describe Mary in her pregnancy and also 

to similarities in language to the prophecy of the virgin birth in Isaiah 7:10-11, 14.
4
 

 This view is virtually impossible to support since the woman of Revelation 12 is a symbolic woman who 

has a multitude of "children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus" 

(Rev. 12:17). 

d) View #3: The heavenly woman represents the church. 

 The third view to consider is that the woman of Revelation 12 represents the church. 

 If the woman is only the church, then her offspring are the man-child and those who hold to the 

testimony of Jesus (Rev. 12:17). Doesn't this comprise all of the church? If the heavenly woman is the 

church, then who is the woman who flees into the wilderness? 

 Though this view is close to what I believe is the proper interpretation, I still think there is a better 

answer. 

e) View #4: The heavenly woman represents the faithful remnant of God's people throughout history. 

 If we let Scripture interpret Scripture, Paul identified the heavenly woman when he said, "But the 

Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother" (Gal. 4:26). 

 This heavenly woman represents the faithful remnant of God's people throughout history with whom 

the Lord has established and preserved His covenants and she represents the womb through which 

God's purposes have been birthed since the beginning of time.  

 To better understand what the woman represents, let's look at the first prophecy in the Bible, where God 

said, "And I will put enmity between you [the serpent] and the woman, and between your seed [the 

serpent’s seed] and her seed; He [the seed of the woman] shall bruise you on the head, and you [the 

serpent] shall bruise him [the seed of the woman] on the heel" (Gen. 3:15, emphasis mine). 

 From the beginning of history, God declared a prophetic reality that has proven true for thousands of 

years. There has always been a woman, her seed, and enmity from the serpent and his seed. And as 

Revelation 12 reveals, this present age will end with a woman, her seed (the man-child), and the enmity 

of the serpent (the dragon) and his seed (the antichrist). Now that we have established a clear 

connection between Genesis 3 and Revelation 12, let's fill in the gaps to see how the Lord has 

established and preserved His covenants throughout history and the womb through which His purposes 

have been birthed.  



Session 12: The Birth of the Man-child                               Monday, February 8, 2016 | Bryan Kessler 
 

 

Restoration Life Church | www.RestorationLife.org         Page 5 
 

 Many years after the fall, with mankind in such a state of rebellion and lawlessness that the Lord 

regretted creating the human race, the Lord found a faithful remnant in Noah and his family and was 

able to preserve mankind. Many years later, Abraham and Sarah became the faithful remnant through 

whom God established His purposes in the earth via the Abrahamic Covenant. After decades of 

barrenness and fleshly attempts to preserve the covenant, God healed Sarah of her barrenness, and 

through her womb, the Lord gave birth to Isaac. Years later, through another faithful woman, God 

preserved the covenant again through Rebekah and the birth of Jacob. And as Joseph's dream of the 

sun, moon, and twelve stars foretold, God would preserve the Abrahamic Covenant yet again through 

the womb of Rachel. Fast forward many years ahead and the Lord used another godly woman, Hannah, 

to give birth to His purposes through her child Samuel, who became the father of the prophets and the 

one who anointed David to be king over Israel. This, of course, set the stage for the Davidic Covenant 

and established the grounds for the Messiah to eventually be king over all the earth. Finally, we have the 

virgin Mary in whose womb the Holy Spirit impregnated Jesus and He is the One who established the 

New Covenant, the church, and a new creation of men and women. 

 In summary, the heavenly woman represents the faithful remnant of God's people throughout history 

with whom the Lord has established and preserved His covenants and she represents the womb 

through which God's purposes have been birthed since the beginning of time. 

 Knowing that this is a bit complicated, you can think of the faithful remnant in the church as a practical 

expression of the woman in the end times, for it is through the "womb" of those who are faithful and 

loyal to Christ that God will give birth to His end-time purposes, especially through travailing prayer and 

intercession. 

V. #2: The Dragon 

a) Immediately after the sign of the woman in heaven, John is shown another sign about "a great red dragon 

having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems" (Rev. 12:3).  

b) The dragon is described as "great" because he possesses tremendous power and he is described as "red" 

because, as the Greek word suggests, he is fire-like in his hostility and rage toward the woman, the man-

child, and her seed. Later in the chapter, when the dragon is described as "the serpent of old who is called 

the devil and Satan," it clearly establishes the dragon's identity as Satan himself (Rev. 12:9). 

c) We have already seen that the dragon's "seven heads" represent seven satanically-empowered kingdoms 

throughout history that most agree are Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece, and Rome while the 

seventh is typically debated among scholars as either the Ottoman Empire, the Revived Roman Empire, the 

European Union, or a future one-world government, religion, and economy. The crown upon the heads of 

these seven kingdoms are not, as the Greek word suggests, the victor's crown given to an overcomer. 

Instead, they are crowns of one in authority, such as the crown worn by a king, and suggests that these seven 

satanic kingdoms have been given authority for various seasons throughout history. Finally, the ten horns 

are ten end-time rulers who receive authority from the antichrist to rule alongside him for three-and-a-half 

years (Rev. 17:12). 

d) The dragon has a long history of devouring the children, for he is the one who had the Hebrew children 

killed in his efforts to abort the deliverer Moses; he is the one who motivated Herod to kill the Jewish 

children to stop Jesus from His mission; he is the one behind the present-day abortion movement to stop 

God's end-time agenda; and he is the one who will wage relentless war against the birth of the man-child as 

we approach the midpoint of the tribulation. Yet no matter how fierce and intense the warfare, the good 

news is that the birth of the man-child cannot be stopped! 

 

 



Session 12: The Birth of the Man-child                               Monday, February 8, 2016 | Bryan Kessler 
 

 

Restoration Life Church | www.RestorationLife.org         Page 6 
 

VI. #3: The Man-Child 

a) Revelation 12:5 states, "And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of 

iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne." The KJV and the ASV translate "a son, a male 

child" as "a man child."  

b) Just as the identity of the woman was at the center of much debate, the same is true with the man-child. The 

two major views of who the man-child represent are: 1) Jesus and 2) the overcomers. Let’s briefly look at 

these two views. 

c) View #1: The man-child represents Jesus. 

 Once again, because most scholars interpret Revelation 12:1-5 as a historical event, they interpret the 

man-child as Jesus. At face value, it is easy to see why many people believe that the man-child is Jesus, 

for He will certainly "rule all the nations with a rod of iron" when He returns (Rev. 12:5). Nevertheless, in 

addition to what has already been stated about Revelation 12:1-5 being a prophecy rather than a 

description of history, there is another consideration that makes the "man-child as Jesus" interpretation 

untenable.   

 After the woman gave birth to the man-child, John said that "her child was caught up to God and to His 

throne" (Rev. 12:5). If this is Jesus, as many suppose, then this scene would be describing His ascension 

when He was thirty-three years old. With that in mind, notice carefully that the Greek word used for 

"child" in this verse is teknon. Recall from an earlier session, when we looked at the distinction between 

teknon and huios, that we said teknon was typically used to describe a child or an offspring whereas 

huios, though sometimes used to describe a child, was more frequently used to distinguish the honor, 

respect, worthiness, and moral qualities of a mature child from an immature one. Doing a quick word 

study, the Greek word huios is used to refer to Jesus over 240 times in the New Testament whereas the 

word teknon is only used once and that is when He was twelve years old (Luke 2:48). Given the 

overwhelming evidence that Jesus was never described as a teknon after the age of twelve and that the 

age of thirteen was typically when boys began to mature and become accountable for their actions, 

then using teknon to describe Jesus at the age of thirty-three seems very out of place. That is why, in 

addition to the overwhelming evidence for a prophetic interpretation rather than a historic one, the 

man-child as Jesus theory is unlikely. 

d) View #2: The man-child represents the overcomers. 

 Referring to the previous argument that teknon would not be used to describe Jesus at the age of thirty-

three, the following counter argument could be made: If the word teknon was used to describe the child 

who ascended and huios was used to describe the child who was birthed and both refer to the same 

man-child, then how could this apply to the mature, Christ-like, overcoming sons? The best answer is to 

refer to a statement made by Paul in Romans 8:19-21, where He said that all creation "waits eagerly for 

the revealing of the sons [huios] of God" that "the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to 

corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children [teknon] of God." The idea here is that Paul was 

showing that born-again believers, in some sense, will always be the teknon of God who have been born 

of the Spirit and have God as their Father. Nevertheless, those who are led by the Spirit also become the 

huios of God (Rom. 8:14), the mature, Christ-like sons who will share in Jesus' inheritance. The same type 

of idea is at work in Revelation 12:5. Namely, John is showing us that there will be a birth of the born-

again children of God (teknon) who have matured into Christ-like sons (huios). Teknon is used in 

Revelation 12:5 to show identity—it's the born-again children of God rather than Jesus the Son of God. 

And huios is used to show maturity—it's those who have overcome and become the Christ-like sons of 

God as opposed to every born-again believer. 

 Following sound rules of hermeneutics (the science of interpretation) and conservative principles of 

exegesis (critical explanation or analysis of a text), it would be a perfectly valid interpretation for the 

man-child to represent those who overcame what Jesus prescribed in Revelation 2-3. After all, it is said 
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about the man-child that he will "rule all the nations with a rod of iron," which aligns perfectly with the 

promise that Jesus made to those who overcame in Thyatira (Rev. 12:5; 2:26-27). 

 In addition, Revelation 21:7 states that those who overcome will be a part of God's huios sons who share 

in the Messiah's inheritance. Given the fact that huios is the Greek word used for "son" in Revelation 12:5 

to describe the man-child, then it is perfectly legitimate to view the man-child as representing those 

who overcame losing their first love, self-preservation, false teachings that lead to compromise, the 

works, character, and influence of Jezebel, complacency, apathy, and indifference, and lukewarm love.  

 When you factor in all the indicators that Revelation 12:1-5 is a prophecy rather than a retelling of 

history, that it is highly unlikely that Jesus was referred to as teknon at the age of thirty-three, and that 

one of the primary purposes of the book of Revelation is to call for born-again believers to overcome, 

then there is overwhelming evidence that the man-child of Revelation 12:5 refers to born-again 

believers who overcame what Jesus specified in Revelation 2-3. 

VII. #4: The Earthly Woman 

a) Having identified the heavenly woman as the faithful remnant throughout history through whom God has 

established and preserved His covenants and through whom He has birthed His purposes, let's turn our 

attention to the earthly woman. 

b) This woman is pictured fleeing into the wilderness, where God provides a special place of protection and 

nourishment for her during the 1,260 days leading up to Christ's return.  

c) The first thing to notice is that the earthly woman and the heavenly woman are the same entities, for 

Revelation 12:13 states that the dragon "persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child." This 

persecution is not successful because God intervenes and provides a special place of refuge for her in the 

wilderness. But the main point here is that the earthly woman and the heavenly woman are the same 

woman just in different contexts. One is in heaven and the other is on the earth. 

d) With that in mind, the earthly woman who flees into the wilderness likely represents the remnant of Israel 

whom God will preserve through the Great Tribulation (Rev. 7:1-8). These "survivors of Israel" will rebuild and 

reestablish the nation of Israel during the Millennial Kingdom (Isa. 4:2). Whereas two-thirds of the nation of 

Israel will perish at the hands of the antichrist, God will preserve one-third of the Jewish people, bring them 

through the fire, and make them His very own people (Zech. 13:8-9).  

e) It is very likely that the earthly woman is the same as the 144,000 from the twelve tribes of Israel, whom God 

protects during the Great Tribulation (Rev. 7:1-8). This remnant of Israel will fulfill the prophecy of Hosea 

2:13-23 and become the Lord's bride who rebuilds Israel during the Millennial Kingdom. 

VIII. #5: The Rest of the Woman's Children 

a) Finally, we need to identify the rest of the woman's children, "who keep the commandments of God and 

hold to the testimony of Jesus" (Rev. 12:17).  

b) So far, we have identified the man-child as those who have overcome everything that Jesus specified in 

Revelation 2-3. That means part of the woman's children are the overcomers. Her remaining children are 

those believers who have not yet fully overcome, described in a general way as those "who keep the 

commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus." 

c) These believers have not paid the price to fully overcome their flesh, the world, and the devil, and as a result, 

have not become an exact representation of Christ in their heart and soul. This group of believers are still 

betrothed to Jesus as a bride, but they have not yet made themselves ready by making their wedding dress 

through righteous acts (Rev. 19:8). Even though they are unprepared at the midpoint of the tribulation, the 

Lord will take them through the fire and transform them into worthy bride for Jesus. In fact, the greatest 
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number of overcomers in history will emerge out the Great Tribulation as they lay down their lives for the 

Lamb (Rev. 15:2). 

d) After describing the eternal fate in hell for all who take the mark of the beast and worship the antichrist, 

Revelation 14:12 states, "Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and 

their faith in Jesus." This is the same generic description for the rest of the woman's offspring. 

e) The antichrist will declare war on the rest of the woman's children and will overcome them by killing them 

(Rev. 13:7). Nevertheless, their martyrdom will mean that they join the ranks of the overcomers and will rule 

and reign with Christ for all eternity (Rev. 15:2). 

IX. The Overcomers in Revelation 12:11 

a) Another hotly debated verse is Revelation 12:11, which states, "And they overcome him because of the 

blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when 

faced with death." 

b) Though there are many interpretations of this verse across various camps in the body of Christ, there are two 

main views that we will consider here. These are: 

1. View #1: Those who hold to a historical interpretation of Revelation 12:1-5 view the overcomers in a 

similar way as expressed by Robert Thomas in his outstanding commentary on the book of Revelation. 

Thomas said, "The proleptic nature of this song necessitates this dating of their martyrdom. These are 

saints who will have overcome because of the blood of the Lamb and the divine word to which they 

have borne testimony....The martyrdom is still ahead for them at this stage of the book's chronological 

progress, but the deaths of the martyrs are treated as fait accompli....The martyrs' fight is over; they are 

already victors, though they have not yet fully realized their triumph."5 The basic idea here is that 

because the tense of the verb "they overcame" is in the aorist indicative mood in the Greek and it 

denotes action that occurred in the past, the phrase "they overcame" is proleptic in nature, meaning that 

the martyrdom of the overcomers in the future, at the hands of the antichrist as depicted in Revelation 

13, is already assumed to be accomplished because of God's sovereignty. In a practical way, it would be 

similar to saying that 10-0 Alabama has already beaten 0-10 Alcorn State even though the game has yet 

to be played. 

2. View #2: Those who hold to a prophetic interpretation of Revelation 12:1-5 view the overcomers as the 

man-child whom the heavenly woman birthed at the midpoint of the tribulation and all of the 

overcomers throughout history. Because these believers overcame, they receive authority in the 

heavens, they retake the place of the dragon and his angels in the heavens that they originally usurped 

from Adam, and they use this authority to partner with God's angels in the eviction of Satan and his 

demonic army from heavenly places, casting them to the earth. This is confirmed by the statement, "And 

they overcame him...for this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them" (Rev. 12:8, 10-12). 

The reason why the heavens are rejoicing is because born-again believers have matured into Christ-like 

sons, they have overcome the dragon's nature in their soul by becoming like the Lamb in humility, 

meekness, obedience, submission, love, and self-sacrifice, and they receive authority in the heavens that 

they use, in partnership with God's angels, to cast the dragon and his angels to the earth. 

c) So which view is the correct interpretation? Let's answer that by comparing the two views. First, let's 

consider View #1 by combining it with the historical interpretation of Revelation 12:1-5. According to this 

view: 

The nation of Israel gave birth to the Messiah Jesus, who ascended to heaven thirty-three years later 

(12:5). Fast-forward two-thousand years into the future, and the nation of Israel is sovereignly 

protected by the Lord from the rage of the antichrist who is possessed by the dragon (12:6). Before 

this event takes place, however, God's angels are sovereignly commissioned to wage war against 

the dragon and his angels and these demons are cast to the earth (12:7-9). Heaven celebrates this 
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victory (12:10) and then, in what appears to be an unrelated statement, a proclamation is made that 

the future martyrs have already overcome, even though the battle has yet to be fought (12:11). 

Following this, another statement is made that links these future overcoming martyrs with the 

casting down of the dragon from heaven, using the connecting phrase, "For this reason, rejoice, O 

heavens and you who dwell in them....because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath" 

(Rev. 12:12). The heavens are rejoicing because the dragon has been cast down to the earth and this 

is somehow linked to the future martyrs who haven't yet died but will die.  

I don't know about you, but this view is very confusing to me. 

Now consider View #2 combined with the prophetic interpretation of Revelation 12:1-5 and see which one 

makes more sense. According to this view: 

At the midpoint of the tribulation, a remnant of born-again believers will take Jesus' message in 

Revelation 2-3 to heart, will overcome as He stipulated, and will become Christ-like in nature (12:5). 

This remnant of overcomers will then be caught up to God's throne and will join the overcomers 

throughout history (12:5). All of these overcomers will then receive authority in the heavens and will 

use this authority, in partnership with the angels, to take back the place that Satan and his angels 

usurped from Adam (12:7-8). As a result, the devil and his angels will be cast down to the earth 

(12:9). 

Following this, these overcomers will celebrate that "the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom 

of our God and the authority of His Christ have come" and have evicted the accuser of their brethren 

from heavenly places (12:10). We know that this group celebrating in heaven are the overcomers 

because the next verse clearly says so. Notice what the verse states: "And they overcame him 

because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love 

their life even when faced with death" (Rev. 12:11). The "they" who "overcame him" are all of the 

overcomers throughout history, including the man-child whom the woman birthed at the midpoint 

of the tribulation.  

These overcomers are the cause of rejoicing in heaven, for they are the ones who have overcome 

the dragon's nature by becoming an exact representation of the Lamb through the Holy Spirit's 

empowering grace. "For this reason," the text states, the heavens and those "who dwell in them" are 

commanded to "rejoice" (Rev. 12:12). The reason for heaven's rejoicing is because these overcomers 

have become like the Lamb, they have overcome the dragon and his nature, they have received 

heavenly authority, and they have used this authority in partnership with the angels to evict Satan 

and his angels from heavenly places. Notice carefully the connection between the overcomers and 

the rejoicing in heaven: "And they overcame him....For this reason, rejoice, O heavens" (Rev. 12:11-

12). 

Which view seems to make more sense to you? In my opinion, there is a lot of Scripture twisting and 

stretching to make View #1 fit. View #2 seems like a much more natural reading of what the text states. 

X. What Does the Catching Up to the Throne Mean? 

a) The next thing to discuss is what does it mean for the man-child to be "caught up to God and to His throne" 

(Rev. 12:5). 

b) The Greek word for "caught up" is harpazō and it means "to seize, carry off by force, to snatch out or away."6 

This is the same word that is used to describe Philip being snatched away and transported to another 

location, Paul being caught up to heaven, and believers being caught up to meet Jesus in the air at His 

second coming (Acts 8:39; 2 Cor. 12:2,4; 1 Thes. 4:17). The Latin translation of harpazō is the word rapturo, 

from which we get the English term rapture.  

c) So are the overcomers at the midpoint of the tribulation caught up to the throne, much like Paul in his 

heavenly encounter described in 2 Corinthians 12:1-4, where he went to heaven for a period of time but 
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came back? Or are the overcomers caught up to the throne only to return to earth when Jesus comes again 

at His second coming?  

d) Before I answer this question, let me state four things about the rapture. First, when it comes to any subject 

related to the end times, it is far more important to be ready than to be right. If we have the right 

interpretation of the end times but are not ready for the end times, what good is that? Conversely, if we have 

an interpretation that may not be completely aligned with what Jesus has in mind, but we are still ready for 

the end times and eternity, isn't that better than having perfect doctrine? So when it comes to the rapture, it 

is far more important to be ready than to be right. Second, it is ridiculous how immature the body of Christ is 

when it comes to the rapture. The arguments, name-calling, hotly-contested debates, disrespect, criticism, 

and judgment between those of differing views of the rapture is quite sad. It doesn't matter how we 

interpret the rapture, we simply are not going to "go up" until Jesus says so. Therefore, we all need a little 

more humility about our interpretation of the timing of the rapture. Third, having said all of that, we should 

prayerfully interpret all the Scriptures about the rapture without any bias or self-interest. We should read out 

of the text what the Scriptures say rather than read into the Scriptures what we want them to say. Fourth, as I 

wrote in the Lifeschool class Prophetic Vision for the End Times, I do believe that the Scriptures teach a post-

tribulation rapture rather than a pre-tribulation rapture. Please see the session titled Understanding the 

Rapture on Lifeschool's Church Transformation Project website for more information.7 

e) Bearing all of this in mind, the text indicates that the overcomers on the earth will be caught up to God's 

throne at the midpoint of the tribulation. So the question isn't whether the overcomers will be caught up to 

God's throne; the question is whether or not they will come back to earth before the second coming. 

f) The only Scripture that I can think of that would suggest one view over another is Revelation 3:10, where 

Jesus said, "Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of 

testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth" (Rev. 

3:10). Many pre-tribulation proponents use this verse to promote their view of a pre-tribulation rapture. 

However, "the hour of testing" that will "test those who dwell on the earth" is not the first three-and-a-half 

years of the tribulation period, for that time will be relatively peaceful (1 Thess. 5:3). The "hour of testing" 

refers to the last three-and-a-half years of the tribulation, after the dragon has been cast down to the earth 

and will have "great wrath, knowing that he has only a short time" (Rev. 12:12). So I don't think this verse can 

be used to support a pre-tribulation rapture. 

g) Keep in mind also that this promise spoken to the church at Philadelphia was only made to the overcomers. 

It was not a promise made to every believer. 

h) Whereas the pre-tribulation proponents use Revelation 3:10 to argue for a pre-tribulation rapture, the post-

tribulation advocates claim that this verse teaches that God will protect His people in Goshen-like cities of 

refuge during the Great Tribulation. That is, just as the Hebrews were kept from the plagues of Egypt in 

Goshen, God will protect His people from the outpouring of His wrath during the last three-and-a-half years 

of history (Exod. 8:22; 9:26). While I definitely believe that God will protect His people like this during the 

Great Tribulation, I am not sure that Jesus was promising this in Revelation 3:10. 

i) Robert Thomas shed light onto what Jesus was likely teaching when He said,  

The conclusion that the meaning is deliverance for members of the Philadelphia church while they 

remain present during "the hour of trial" is beset by serious weakness. One of them is the obvious 

fact that saints present during the Tribulation period will not be exempt from harm. Many of them 

will suffer martyrdom (e.g., 6:9-11; 7:9-14) and will not be preserved....The usual response to this is 

that believers are kept from the outpouring of divine judgments on a rebellious world, but not from 

the fierce persecution imposed on them by the beast....What good does it do to be preserved from 

the physical consequences of divine wrath and still fall prey to a martyr's death? The source of the 

bodily harm is inconsequential when incentive to persevere is in view. A promise of preservation is 

meaningless if the saints face the same fate as sinners during the Tribulation.8 
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To expound upon what Thomas said, is Jesus really "keeping" the overcomers from "the hour of testing" if 

they are protected from a devastating earthquake but are still beheaded by the antichrist? If they are 

shielded from bullets and bombs during the coming world war, sheltered from scorching fire and heat, 

delivered from starvation, and protected from the devastation caused by an asteroid, but are still imprisoned 

and executed by the antichrist's regime? 

j) My opinion, though I'm not dogmatic about it, is that Revelation 3:10 is a promise only made to the 

overcomers and this promise is to keep them from the hour of testing that starts at the midpoint of the 

tribulation, when the dragon has been cast down to the earth. I believe this aligns with the "catching up" of 

the man-child in Revelation 12:5. Based upon this, in my opinion, it doesn't appear that these overcomers 

will come back to the earth until the second coming. 

k) The main point, however, is not whether or not the overcomers come back before the second coming, but 

what they do while they are in heaven. Namely, using their heavenly authority to take back the place the 

devil stole from Adam at the fall and partnering with God's angels to cast down the dragon and his angels to 

the earth. 

XI. No Place Found in Heaven 

a) Throughout this session, I have been talking about the overcomers receiving heavenly authority and how 

they use this authority in partnership with the angels to cast the dragon and his angels down to the earth. 

Now I want to explain this heavenly authority that is given to the overcomers. 

b) I will start this discussion looking at Revelation 12:8 and then I will work backward to Jesus' promise made to 

the overcomers at Thyatira, where He said, "I will give him the morning star" (Rev. 2:28). 

c) Describing the spiritual warfare in the heavens, notice what Revelation 12:8 states: "They were not strong 

enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven." The phrase "they were not strong 

enough" refers to the demonic powers who were overcome by the more powerful forces led by the 

archangel Michael and his angelic army. The phrase "there was no longer a place found for them in heaven," I 

propose, relates to the overcomers taking back what the devil usurped from Adam in the garden. Let me 

explain. 

d) The Greek word for "place" is topos and it has a literal and a figurative meaning. Literally, topos means a 

"place, any portion or space marked off."9 Metaphorically, topos means a "condition, opportunity, power, 

occasion for acting."10 To give you a clear idea of how topos can be used both in a literal and figurative way, 

consider what Paul said when he used topos to describe how anger opens a door to the devil. Paul told the 

Ephesians, "BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not give the 

devil an opportunity [topos]" (Eph. 4:26-27). The NKJV translates this as "nor give place to the devil." Here's 

the idea that Paul was communicating. When we yield to unrighteous anger and sin, we open a door to the 

devil in our soul, giving him the legal right to leverage this opportunity to build an even greater place of 

occupancy and to fortify his influence in our mind, will, and emotions.  

e) In a similar way, when Adam sinned, he forfeited his authority to Satan and gave him a place whereby he 

could rule over the earth. This is evident when Satan tempted Jesus, showing Him all the kingdoms of the 

world, and saying, "I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it 

to whomever I wish" (Luke 4:5-6). Tragically, Adam gave Satan his authority over the earth when he sinned. 

And as Paul made clear to the Ephesians, the devil exercises this authority from "heavenly places" (Eph. 6:12). 

Thus, Adam's sin gave the devil authority in the earth and authority in the heavens. 

f) After His resurrection, Jesus said that "all authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth" (Matt. 

28:18). Obviously, Jesus as the Son of God had all authority in heaven and on earth before His incarnation. 

But as Paul said, Jesus surrendered equality with God when He came to earth as a Man (Phil. 2:6-7). This 

included His authority over the earth and the heavens. So Jesus, in this post-resurrection statement, is 
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describing the authority He received as a Man. He now has authority over the earth and authority over the 

heavens as a Man. 

g) Back to Revelation 12:8, the place that the devil and his angels now occupy was given to them by Adam 

when he sinned. Undoubtedly, Jesus could use His heavenly authority right now and evict these demonic 

powers from heavenly places. But He doesn't. The reason why is because He wants to raise up an equally-

yoked bride who will partner with Him in the end times to enforce the victory of the cross upon the devil and 

his angels. Paul made this clear when he said, "The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet" (Rom. 

16:20). The first prophecy in the Bible, way back in Genesis 3 of the woman, her seed, the serpent, and his 

seed, will be completely fulfilled in Revelation 12, when the overcomers take back the place in the heavens 

that the devil usurped from Adam and crush the serpent underneath their feet. 

h) Complete obedience to God's Word and His voice is the primary way the overcomers will take back this 

heavenly place now occupied by demonic powers. Paul said, "We are ready to punish all disobedience, 

whenever your obedience is complete" (2 Cor. 10:6). When a sufficient remnant of born-again believers 

wholeheartedly obey the full council of God's Word and overcome everything that Jesus stipulated in 

Revelation 2-3, they will be used to crush the serpent underneath their feet and to punish all disobedience.  

i) Overcoming the dragon and his prideful, rebellious, independent, and lawless nature is how the bride of 

Christ retakes the place occupied in the heavens by demonic powers and how she will receive authority in 

the heavens to partner with God's angels to cast the dragon and his angels to earth. When no place for the 

dragon's pride, rebellion, independence, lawlessness, lies, accusations, unrighteous judgments, and criticism 

are found in the soul of the bride, then there will be no place in the heavens found for the dragon and his 

angels. 

XII. The Morning Star 

a) Notice carefully that the overcomers have "the authority of...Christ," specifically His authority in the heavens, 

and they use this authority to evict the devil and his angels from heavenly places (Rev. 12:10). Jesus will give 

the overcomers this heavenly authority in order to enforce and complete the victory that He inaugurated at 

the cross. 

b) Now I want to show you why I believe "the morning star" given to the overcomers is authority in the heavens 

(Rev. 2:28). To explain this, let's consider several truths about the morning star. 

1. The morning star signals a new day. 

The morning star is most commonly used to refer to the plant Venus, which appears in the east before 

sunrise and signals the dawn of a new day. The ancients knew Venus was a planet, but often referred to 

it as the largest star. Thus, it was termed the morning star. 

2. Angels are described as the morning stars. 

The Lord told Job, "Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth....When the morning stars 

sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy?" (Job 38:4-7). Most Bible teachers believe that the 

morning stars, who rejoiced and sang at creation, refer to the angels. 

3. The morning star is linked to kingdom authority. 

Jesus said, "I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star" (Rev. 22:16). By linking 

the morning star with His Davidic lineage, and by implication, the Davidic Covenant that gives Jesus the 

authority to rule the earth as King, it seems probable that the morning star is connected to kingdom 

authority. Further confirmation comes from Balaam's prophetic oracle, when he prophesied, "A star shall 

come forth from Jacob, a scepter shall rise from Israel, and shall crush through the forehead of Moab, 

and tear down all the sons of Sheth" (Num. 24:17). Many Bible scholars believe Balaam's prophecy was a 

Messianic description of a future king of Israel and that this prophecy parallels Jesus' statement in 
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Revelation 22:16. For example, Balaam said that "a star shall come forth from Jacob" and Jesus said that 

He is the "bright morning star." Balaam said that "a scepter shall rise from Israel" and Jesus said that He is 

the "root and the descendant of David." The connection between the morning star and kingdom 

authority is clear when you let Scripture interpret Scripture. 

4. Satan is described as the morning star in Isaiah 14:12-15.  

As discussed in Session 8, when we talked about overcoming Jezebel, I mentioned how prophetic 

declarations were sometimes made to humans or even to manmade idols, who served as a proxy to 

invisible demonic powers (Ezek. 28:11-19; Isa. 47:5-15). The prophetic declaration in Isaiah 14:12-15 is an 

example of such a case, whereby the Lord addressed Satan through the King of Babylon, the future 

antichrist described in Revelation 13. 

While prophesying to the King of Babylon, whom many Bible scholars believe is the future antichrist, 

Isaiah shifted gears and declared,  

How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut 

down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations! But you said in your heart, "I will 

ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of 

assembly in the recesses of the north. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make 

myself like the Most High." Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, to the recesses of the 

pit (Isa. 14:12-15). 

While some scholars believe that this refers to Satan's first eviction from heaven after he lead a rebellion 

among the angels, I believe, after close examination of the context, that this cutting "down to the earth" 

refers instead to his fall at the midpoint of the tribulation (Rev. 12:7-9).  

I have two main reasons why I believe this. First, the language used in Isaiah 14 points to a future world-

ruler rather than to the king of the ancient Babylonian Empire. This evil leader is described as the one 

"who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms, who made the world like a wilderness and 

overthrew its cities" (Isa. 14:16-17). As many Bible scholars agree, the global language used suggests a 

world ruler with far more reach than any king from the ancient Babylonian Empire. Second, Satan 

explicitly wants to "sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north." This is a direct reference to 

Satan's desire to be worshiped from the Temple Mount in Jerusalem (2 Thess. 2:4). 

With this in mind, notice that Satan, at the midpoint of the tribulation, is described as the "star of the 

morning" or the "morning star" (Isa. 14:12, NASB and NIV). 

c) Taking all that we have seen about the morning star, let's summarize what this reward means for the 

overcomer.  

 Because the morning star is in the sky, it's clear that the morning star relates to heavenly places. 

 Because the morning star is linked to kingdom authority, it's clear that the morning star describes 

kingdom authority in heavenly places. 

 Because the morning star represents the angels and is even one of the names of Satan, it's clear that the 

morning star describes kingdom authority in heavenly places over Satan and his angels. 

 Because the morning star is used to describe Satan at the midpoint of the tribulation, it's clear that the 

morning star describes kingdom authority in heavenly places over Satan and his angels that will be used 

at the midpoint of the tribulation. 

 Because the morning star signals the dawn of a new day, it's clear that the morning star describes 

kingdom authority in heavenly places over Satan and his angels that will be used at the midpoint of the 

tribulation, resulting in the dawn of a new day for the earth. 
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d) Putting all of this together, when Jesus gives the overcomers the morning star, He is giving them kingdom 

authority in heavenly places over Satan and his angels that will be used at the midpoint of the tribulation, 

resulting in the dawn of a new day for the earth. The overcomers will serve as the catalyst that shifts the earth 

into a new day, the day when God's kingdom comes in fullness to the earth. 

e) Considering all of this, do you see how important it is for born-again believers to overcome and why there is 

such a relentless fight from the powers of darkness against this? While so many are trying to identify the 

antichrist and predict when Jesus will return, I assure you that He is not coming back until the bride has 

made herself ready, for this is the most important end-time event and the catalyst that unleash the Great 

Tribulation. 

                                                           
1 See George Eldon Ladd, A Commentary on the Revelation of John,(Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1972),  p.166 and Robert L. Thomas, 
Revelation 8-22, And Exegetical Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1995), p.115. 
2 Mike Bickle, Book of Revelation Study Guide (Kansas City, MO. Forerunner Books, 2009), pp. 6-7 (emphasis mine). 
3 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woman_of_the_Apocalypse, referenced on 1/23/2016. 
4 Robert L. Thomas, Revelation 8-22, An Exegetical Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1995), pp. 119. 
5 Ibid., p. 135. 
6 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for harpazō (Strong's G726), Outline of Biblical Usage". Blue Letter Bible. 1996-2012. See 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs= G726&t=NASB, referenced on 2/1/2016. 
7 http://www.thectp.org/Notes/EndTimes/EndTimes.pdf 
8 Thomas, Revelation 8-22, An Exegetical Commentary, p. 286. 
9
 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for topos (Strong's G5117), Outline of Biblical Usage". Blue Letter Bible. 1996-2012. See 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G5117&t=NASB, referenced on 2/2/2016. 
10

 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for topos (Strong's G5117), Strong's Definitions and Outline of Biblical Usage". Blue Letter Bible. 
1996-2012. See https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G5117&t=NASB, referenced on 2/2/2016. 

 

http://www.thectp.org/Notes/EndTimes/EndTimes.pdf

