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I. The Church of Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-22) 

a) Jesus' final and most severe message was to the church of Laodicea, located in a wealthy city, likely the 

wealthiest of all the seven cities. The city of Laodicea was so wealthy that following a devastating earthquake 

in A.D. 60, they didn't have to ask Rome for any financial aid to rebuild. 

b) Three likely factors contributed to Laodicea's wealth. First, the city manufactured a widely sought after soft 

wool that was glossy black in color. This wool was woven into garments for local use and export trade. 

Second, the city was home to a famous school of medicine, where the physicians developed a well-known 

salve that cured eye disease. Third, its location at an important travel intersection made it a great commercial 

and financial center. In summary, commerce, manufacturing, and medicine combined to make Laodicea a 

wealthy city with many wealthy citizens. 

c) The name Laodicea combines the two Greek words laos ("people") and dikao ("rule"), conveying the sense 

that "the people rule." Living up to its name, the humanistic culture of Laodicea produced a people who 

were self-sufficient, self-satisfied, and proud.  

d) Ironically, the city was not self-sufficient at all, for the surrounding mountains, though seemingly ideal for 

defending the city from outside attack, made them wholly dependent on outside sources of water and thus 

vulnerable to their enemies, who could easily tamper with their external water supply.  

e) Whereas Smyrna and Philadelphia were the only two churches who didn't receive any correction, Sardis and 

Laodicea didn't receive any praise. Though He loved them deeply, Jesus simply had nothing good to say 

about them. 

II. Lukewarm Christianity 

a) Jesus told the Laodiceans, "I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or 

hot. So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth" (Rev. 3:15-16). 

b) With this statement, Jesus was undoubtedly referring to the tepid drinking water in Laodicea. To understand 

His statement, you first have to know a little background information about Laodicea's water supply. 

Laodicea was located between the two major cities of Hierapolis and Colossae. Hierapolis, located six miles 

from Laodicea, was well-known for having hot springs. As the hot, mineral-laden waters traveled through he 

aqueducts to Laodicea, it would gradually lose some of its heat, until it arrived in Laodicea lukewarm with its 

medicinal value weakened. On the other hand, in the city of Colossae some eleven miles east, the water was 

cold and refreshing. The main point is that the hot temperature of the water in Hierapolis provided medicinal 

value, the cold temperature of the water in Colossae brought refreshment, but the tepid drinking water in 

Laodicea was almost sickening to drink on either a hot or cold day.  

c) There is a small debate about whether Jesus was talking about the Laodiceans' spiritual temperature or their 

spiritual barrenness. The argument revolves around whether Jesus would truly prefer cold, agnostic, lawless, 

rebellious, proud unbelievers to tepid, lukewarm, self-satisfied, indifferent believers. Those who claim that 

Jesus was referring to spiritual barrenness argue that the Laodiceans were neither providing spiritual 

refreshment to the thirsty, portrayed through the imagery of cold water from Colossae, nor healing to the 

spiritually sick, portrayed through the imagery of the hot springs from Hierapolis. As the argument goes, the 

church at Laodicea was simply ineffective and thus distasteful to the Lord. 

d) Although this is an interesting argument, Jesus settled the debate for us when He said to the Laodiceans, "Be 

zealous and repent" (Rev. 3:19). Since the word "zealous" is derived from the primary word zeō, and this word 

means "to boil with heat, be hot" and is "used of water," it's clear that Jesus was alluding to spiritual 

temperature rather than to spiritual barrenness.1 By this statement, Jesus is basically saying, "Burn for Me like 

the hot springs of Hierapolis and don't be cold like the waters of Colossae." 
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e) If you drink coffee, you can relate to how unsavory a lukewarm temperature can be. On a cold winter 

morning, we want our coffee nice and hot. On a hot summer day, we might prefer a nice glass of ice coffee. 

But lukewarm coffee is never tasty. In the same way, nothing but red-hot passion for God will ever satisfy 

Him. 

f) If you have ever had a stomach bug that made you throw up for a few hours or a few days, you likely get 

nauseous when you think about some of the food that made you vomit. For example, if you ate pizza and 

then a few hours later puked it up, the smell of pizza might make your stomach hurt a few weeks or even a 

few months later. Or you might hate certain foods so much that the very smell of it makes your stomach 

queasy. This is the way Jesus feels about us when we are lukewarm. Though He loves us deeply, our 

indifference makes Him nauseous and even sick. Jesus told the lukewarm Laodiceans that "I will spit you out 

of My mouth" unless you repent. Just as we vomit out what is poisoning our body, Jesus vomits out the 

lukewarm who are poisoning His bride. 

g) This is a staggering thought, but Jesus hates lukewarm Christianity so much that, in some sense, He would 

rather us be cold-hearted, narcissistic, proud, rebellious, and lawless than indifferent, half-hearted, 

complacent, apathetic, passive, self-satisfied, and self-sufficient. Why would He possibly prefer that? The 

answer is simple. Those who are cold-hearted, sin-plagued, and self-absorbed usually know deep down that 

they have a real problem. The self-satisfied believer, on the other hand, is greatly deceived and oblivious to 

their pride, self-love, and indifference because it is masqueraded by all their religious activity, Christian 

jargon, and church attendance. Self-deceived people can be much harder to deal with than stone-cold 

rebels. 

h) Some have taken Jesus' severe words to mean that the unrepentant Laodiceans would lose their salvation. 

But that is probably not what He meant. Instead, Jesus was likely referring Leviticus 18:24-28, where the land 

vomits out the inhabitants who defile it with various abominations. The point that Jesus was making to the 

Laodiceans and to us is this: "If you don't overcome lukewarmness, then like the land of Israel that vomits out 

its inhabitants so that they lose their inheritance, I will likewise vomit you out of your eternal inheritance." 

The idea is that tepid, passionless, indifferent Christians will forfeit their eternal rewards.  

i) The definition of lukewarm is "moderately warm; tepid; having or showing little ardor, zeal, or enthusiasm;  

indifferent."2 

j) Lukewarm Christianity can be expressed by indifference, where we have a lack of interest, concern, or care; by 

apathy, where we lack emotion or feeling; by complacency, where we have a feeling of satisfaction or 

contentment with less than we could have had; by self-satisfaction, where we are excessively satisfied with 

who we are, our current condition, and our achievements; and by half-heartedness, where our heart is 

divided between two opinions or desires. 

k) Lukewarm means that our love for Jesus is not burning with intensity, passion, and fervency, that we have 

grown indifferent and apathetic in our relationship with Christ, and that we are more consumed with the 

here-and-now than with eternity. Lukewarm means that we are indifferent to our ministry calling. If we fulfill 

it, then good; if not, oh well, Jesus loves us anyway and we are still blessed in Him. Lukewarm means that we 

try to fulfill God's call on our life half-heartedly rather than giving everything we have and doing it with the 

excellence and passion that Jesus deserves.  

l) When our passion for God cools into a lukewarm state, we begin serving God out of duty rather than delight. 

The joy and pleasure that once marked our passionate pursuit of God is replaced with a robotic apathy mired 

in boring religious activities, causing us to lose interest in the Lord, what is burning in His heart, and fulfilling 

our role is in His end-time agenda. When we are lukewarm, Spirit-led corporate activities become a heavy 

burden and drudgery to us. We might go, but we grumble and complain about having to get out one more 

night rather than having a passionate desire to connect with the Lord and His people at an even deeper 

level. Lukewarm believers would rather be at home watching T.V. than be inconvenienced by another 

gathering in the house of the Lord. Lukewarm believers might do religious activities, but they are driven by 

obligation and duty rather than by a burning fire and passion for the Lord. 
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m) Lukewarm believers can also become passive, lazy, and lethargic. They allow the world, the flesh, and the 

devil to prevent them from taking action, praying, giving, studying God's Word, worshiping, and advancing 

the kingdom. They pray if they feel like it, worship if they are moved, read the Bible if they are in the mood, 

walk in the Spirit if it's convenient, come to the prayer meeting if they are not too tired, and support missions 

if it's not too costly. Lacking the energy and willpower to obey God, lukewarm believers opt for watching 

something entertaining rather than attending the prayer meeting; checking their email and social media 

rather than pressing into the Lord in the secret place; sleeping in rather than spending time studying and 

meditating upon the Word; and keeping silent rather than being a prophetic voice who calls others to repent 

and return to the Lord. Lukewarm believers lack the spiritual drive to become what God has called them to 

be and to do what God has called them to do. They have little spiritual motivation, spiritual initiative, and 

spiritual energy to press in to the Lord's heart, hear His voice, and obey what He speaks.  

n) Here is the way that I like to describe lukewarmness: Any area where Jesus is more passionate than us is an area 

where we are lukewarm. Using this description as the measuring rod, let's use the table below to take our 

spiritual temperature to see if we are lukewarm. Grade yourself from 1 to 10, with 10 being on fire and 1 

being stone-cold. Write your score in the "Grade" column. 

Area Jesus The Lukewarm Grade 

1. Spending time in the 
secret place 

Jesus placed such a value on 
spending time with the Father 
that He would often wake up 
very early in the morning to 
pray and listen to His voice. 

I know that spending time 
with the Lord is important, but 
with my busy job, the kids, 
and all my responsibilities at 
home, there is nothing that I 
can really do about it. 

 

2. Studying and meditating 
upon the Scriptures 

Jesus is the eternal Word, so 
He cares greatly about the 
Scriptures. 

I know that the Bible is 
important, but truthfully, it is 
hard for me to spend time 
reading it with my busy 
schedule. 

 

3. Corporate prayer Jesus said that His house is a 
house of prayer for all nations. 

I know the importance of 
corporate prayer, but with all 
the kids activities and all my 
responsibilities at work, 
church, and home, I really 
can't come to any corporate 
prayer meetings. 

 

4. Sunday worship Jesus said the Father seeks 
worshipers to worship Him in 
spirit and in truth. 

Even though church starts at 
10, it's not that big of a deal if I 
show up 15 minutes late on a 
regular basis. Plus, I am so 
tired from my busy week that I 
don't really feel like pressing in 
with all that I have to 
experience God's presence 
and to hear His voice. 

 

5. The high calling of God The Father having mature, 
Christ-sons and Jesus having 
an equally-yoked bride is one 
of the most important 
agendas on His heart. 

Since I don't really understand 
what this means and it goes 
way over my head, I am not 
going to take the time to 
study it, learn it, press into it, 
pray to be approved for it, and 
live for it as the primary vision 
of my life. 
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6. Serving in the church Jesus said that I will build My 
church and the gates of hell 
will not overpower it. The 
church belongs to Jesus and 
He appoints people to lead it. 
Therefore, serving the vision 
of a local church is serving 
Jesus and shows that we 
honor Him. 

With all of my responsibilities 
at home and work and with all 
the kids sporting events, 
school work, and activities, I 
really don't have time to serve 
the vision of a local church. 
Even though I like to come to 
church on Sunday, I am more 
like a consumer than a servant 
because of my busy schedule. 

 

7. Evangelism Jesus came to seek and to 
save the lost and He doesn't 
want to see anyone perish but 
all come to receive eternal life. 

To be honest, I don't really 
ever think about the lost nor 
do I really know what to say to 
unbelievers, so I rarely ever 
share my faith.  

 

8. Discipleship Jesus said that the Great 
Commission of the church is 
to make disciples. 

I come to church every 
Sunday, but I am not being 
discipled nor making disciples. 

 

9. Missions Jesus said to go into all the 
nations and teach them all 
that I have taught you. 

Going to a third-world country 
to teach and train people 
sounds expensive and 
dangerous. Plus, I don't really 
have any extra money to give 
to missions or time to pray for 
missions. But I am glad that 
people are going overseas to 
help spread the gospel. 

 

10. Love for others Jesus said that the greatest 
way to love somebody is to 
sacrifice for them. He 
exemplified this for us by 
dying on the cross. 

I am so busy trying to pay my 
own bills that I can't afford to 
do anything for others that 
takes time, money, or effort. 

 

Total  

Average (Divide the total by 10)  

o) After assigning yourself a grade for each area, total the number up and divide by 10 to get the average. If 

your average score is between 1 to 3 you are cold, between 4 to 7 you are lukewarm, and between 8 to 10 

you are hot.  

p) After doing this exercise, take a few minutes and write down below what you are going to do to change this. 

q) In summary, lukewarmness is: 

 A lack of hunger for God;  

 A lack of passion for God and for fulfilling the unique calling God has given us;  

 A lack of desire to become who God has called us to be and to accomplish what He has called us to do; 
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 A lack of interest in studying and meditating upon the Word, meeting with God in the secret place, 

engaging in corporate prayer, pressing into the Lord's presence during worship, and advancing the 

kingdom of God through evangelism, discipleship, and missions. 

 

III. Self-Sufficiency and Self-Satisfaction 

a) Unlike the stone-cold rebel who knows they're a spiritual mess, the lukewarm Laodiceans were oblivious to 

the true condition. They boasted, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing" (Rev. 

3:17). Jesus' rebuttal was, "You do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and 

naked" (Rev. 3:17). 

b) The condition at Laodicea was the polar opposite of what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount. 

Consider these contrasts: 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit" (Matt. 5:3); the Laodiceans boasted, "I have need of nothing." 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are those who mourn" (Matt. 5:4); the blind Laodiceans didn't think anything was 

wrong with them and were thus unmoved by their pitiful condition. 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are the meek" (Matt. 5:5, NKJV); the Laodiceans were proud and self-sufficient. 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness" (Matt. 5:6); the Laodiceans had 

no appetite for God—no desire for His Word, no thirst for His presence, and no yearning to hear His 

voice. 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy" (Matt. 5:7); the Laodiceans received 

one of the most severe rebukes in Scripture. 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are the pure in heart" (Matt. 5:8); the Laodiceans were "wretched and miserable and 

poor and blind and naked." 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemakers" (Matt. 5:9); the Laodiceans' pride put them at war with God. 

 Jesus said, "Blessed are those who have been persecuted" (Matt. 5:10); the Laodiceans had no external 

enemies because their lukewarm condition threatened no one. 

c) Looking at this stark contrast between Jesus' teaching in the Sermon on the Mount and the heart condition 

of the Laodiceans, especially their boast that "I have need of nothing," it is clear that these believers were 

lukewarm because they were self-sufficient and self-satisfied. 

d) Self-sufficient means "able to provide for oneself without the help of others."3 The self-sufficiency of the 

Laodiceans was never more evident than when they rebuilt their city in A.D. 60 following a devastating 

earthquake without asking Rome for any financial aid. Self-satisfaction is a "smug or complacent satisfaction 

with oneself or with one's accomplishments."4 You can see the Laodiceans' self-satisfaction in how they 

gloated over their wealth. 

e) We should always be content in our present circumstances, even as we wait on God to answer our prayers 

for a spouse, a different job, a new house, a baby, or to open doors in our ministry. We need to learn to enjoy 

where we are on the way to where we are going. However, that doesn't mean that we should ever be 

satisfied with our present relationship with the Lord. Paul was content in his circumstances, but he hungered 

and thirsted to experience more of the Lord's presence and to fulfill the Lord's calling. Paul was driven to 

have all that God would possibly give him. He pressed into the Lord, sought him earnestly and diligently, and 

desired to know Him at the deepest level of intimacy and love. Paul was not ok with where he was at, for he 

simply had to have more of God. 

f) Self-satisfied believers, on the other hand, are content with their present level of intimacy with the Lord, their 

current understanding of God's Word, their present prayer life, and their current influence in ministry. Self-

satisfied believers, for example, whose busy lives prevent them from regular times of seeking the Lord in the 

secret place, choose lunch with the boys at work rather than lunch with the Lord in His Word; a physical 

workout above a spiritual workout; and running errands to resting in God's presence. Self-satisfied believers 

are more eager to watch the latest T.V. show, movie, or sporting event than they are to wait on the Lord in 
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the secret place to hear His voice. Self-satisfied believers have tasted the old wine and said it "is good 

enough" (Luke 5:39). 

g) C.S. Lewis famously described the plague of self-satisfaction when he said, "It would seem that our Lord finds 

our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and 

ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum 

because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased."5 

Self-satisfied believers are "far too easily pleased." Jesus offers us infinite joy, delight, and pleasure in a deep, 

holy-of-holies, face-to-face relationship with Him and we settle for a measly life of being entertained by T.V. 

shows, movies, sporting events, and social media.  

h) What's the common denominator between self-satisfaction and self-sufficiency? It's self—the love of self. 

Because God had blessed the Laodiceans financially, their hearts were lifted up and they became proud 

because they attributed their wealth to their own achievements, strength, and power. Consequently, they 

became satisfied in their accomplishments rather than pressing forward in their relationship with the Lord. 

i) When Paul said that "difficult times will come" in "the last days," you would have expected to see an increase 

of violence, perversion, terrorism, or catastrophic events at the top of the list (2 Tim. 3:1). But that is not what 

he wrote. Remarkably, the number one problem that will make the last days so difficult, according to the 

Apostle Paul, will be that "men will be lovers of self" (2 Tim. 3:2). A massive harvest of self-love, which has 

been imbedded into the soul of every one of us as a result of Adam's sin, will reach such an intensity before 

the Lord returns that Paul listed this as one of the greatest challenges of the last days. 

j) Just to give you an example of this massive harvest of self-love, Charisma Magazine posted an article 

Sologamy Rises as the Latest Marriage Perversion Trend on February 2, 2016.6 For those who are unfamiliar with 

the term "sologamy," it means the marriage of someone to one's own self. The article cited several examples 

of people who married themselves. Some even had lavish ceremonies with bridesmaids, family, and other 

guests to celebrate their "union." One woman even went on a honeymoon with herself. CNN's Anderson 

Cooper interviewed a North Dakota woman, Nadine Schweigert, who married herself in front of her roughly 

40 close friends and these were her vows: "I, Nadine," she said to herself, "promise to enjoy inhabiting my 

own life and to relish a lifelong love affair with my beautiful self."7 Well, I guess all I have to say is welcome to 

the end times! 

k) While most people will never take their love affair with themselves to the extreme of sologamy, self-love is a 

massive giant that we must conquer if want to be overcomers. We have to lay the axe of the cross to the root 

of the tree of self-love and allow God's Spirit to deliver us absolutely and completely from all forms of pride, 

including self-sufficiency and self-satisfaction. 

l) One of the hallmark traits of the overcomers is that they "did not love their lives to the death" (Rev. 12:11, 

NKJV). Overcomers are people who do not resist the work of the cross in their soul. They don't love their self-

life unto death, meaning that they love Jesus more than they love themselves, and as a result, they welcome 

the cross into their mind, will, emotions, desires, and motives, allowing the Spirit to put to death every trace 

of selfishness that produces a lukewarm condition in their heart and soul.  

IV. Poverty of Spirit 

a) To overcome our lukewarm condition, it begins with poverty of spirit. Jesus said, "Blessed are the poor in 

spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 5:3). The NEB translates this verse as "how blest are those 

who know their need of God." The NLT puts it this way: "God blesses those who...realize their need for him."  

b) Poverty of spirit is knowing our absolute and utter need of God and His empowering grace. Poverty of spirit 

is becoming like a spiritual beggar, who truly realizes that apart from God's enabling grace we can never be 

transformed into a worthy bride or an overcoming son. Poverty of spirit is sheer reliance on God and His 

power to conform us into the image of His Son so that we can be the inheritance that He has longed for. 
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c) As discussed, the Laodiceans' attitude was the polar opposite of poverty of spirit. Their pride blinded them to 

their true condition. Jesus explicitly said to them, "You do not know that you are wretched and miserable and 

poor and blind and naked" (Rev. 3:17). The problem was not necessarily that the Laodiceans were "wretched 

and miserable and poor and blind and naked," for God's grace is powerful enough to transform the rankest 

of sinners into a worthy bride for the Lamb. The real issue was that the Laodiceans were oblivious to how 

utterly unprepared they were for eternity. The Laodiceans were completely deceived and didn't know it.  

d) To be frank, all of us probably have areas of self-deception where we assume that we are prepared to stand 

before the Lord, but in reality, we need a complete makeover in our heart and soul before judgment day. 

That is why it is important to pray, "Father, show me my true spiritual condition. Reveal to me what my heart 

and my soul are truly like." This type of prayer will remove the veil of deception from our eyes and help us to 

overcome lukewarmness. 

e) The city of Laodicea appeared to be self-sufficient because of their great wealth and because the 

surrounding mountains made for a seemingly impregnable fortress. But in reality, the city was dependent 

upon outside help for water, the most basic necessity of life. In the same way, the wealthy Laodicean 

believers, even though they didn't realize it, were dependent upon God for everything pertaining to life and 

godliness. They were just too proud to see this and to accept it. 

f) Like a sword piercing through their spiritual callousness, Jesus told them, "I advise you to buy from Me gold 

refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that 

the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see" 

(Rev. 3:18). The NKJV translates "I advise you" as "I counsel you." When the uncreated Son of God who 

created the universe with His voice gives you counsel, you better listen! 

g) Notice that for each commodity that Jesus offers the Laodiceans, they have to buy it directly from Him. This 

means they have to go to Him, ask Him for the gold, the garments, and the eye salve, and then pay a price to 

purchase it. Though salvation is a free gift, overcoming all that Jesus stipulated in Revelation 2-3 costs us our 

very lives. Though we have to pay a steep price to overcome, truth be told, it is like paying a penny for a 

billion dollars. We lay our boring, self-absorbed lives down at the cross and receive His beautiful and glorious 

life in exchange, which empowers us to overcome the muck and mire of the world, the flesh, and the devil 

and positions us to receive the priceless eternal rewards He enumerates in Revelation 2-3. 

h) Specifically, Jesus said that the Laodiceans needed to buy from Him: 

 "Gold refined by fire so that you may become rich"; 

 "White garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be 

revealed"; 

 "Eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see". 

i) Let's look now at each of these admonitions. 

V. Buy Gold Refined By Fire 

a) Jesus told the Laodiceans, "I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich" 

(Rev. 3:18). Although the Laodiceans were wealthy according to the world’s standards, they were in absolute 

poverty from heaven’s perspective. That is why Jesus exhorted them to get true riches. 

b) So what exactly does it mean to buy gold refined by fire? Look at how John the Baptist described the 

ministry of Jesus when he said, "He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire" (Matt. 3:11; Luke 3:16). The 

baptism of fire is when God baptizes us with His fiery love.  

c) Sometimes people try to separate God's love from His fire. They say that "God is love" and He "is a consuming 

fire" (1 John 4:8; Deut. 4:24; Heb. 12:29). But the truth is: God's love is a consuming fire. You simply cannot 

separate God's love from His fire, for they are one and the same. His jealous love for Himself and for His bride 

consumes everything that hinders love. 
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d) Notice how the Prophet Malachi described the Lord Jesus at His second coming when he said, "But who can 

endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner's fire and like 

fullers' soap. He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them 

like gold and silver, so that they may present to the LORD offerings in righteousness" (Mal. 3:2-3). Isaiah also 

described the Lord's ministry of fire when he prophesied how the Lord would wash "away the filth of the 

daughters of Zion" and purge "the bloodshed of Jerusalem" by "the spirit of judgment and the spirit of 

burning" (Isa. 4:4).  

e) Though these two prophecies relate to the nation of Israel in the end times, both provide tremendous 

insight into the Lord Jesus' ministry of fire. Just as gold refined by fire becomes much more valuable after all 

the dross, alloy, and impurities have been burned away, the same is true when we are baptized by God's fire. 

His fiery, jealous, all-consuming love removes everything in our heart and soul that hinders love, raising all 

the impurities to the surface and scraping them away with His loving hand of grace. With the vast amount of 

mixture of flesh and spirit in the church today, the Lord's refining fire has never been more needed! 

f) If self-love has never been dealt with in our heart and soul, then this baptism by fire is very costly because 

God's jealous love will utterly consume our self-life. Yet the good news is that God's burning love will remain 

in our heart, setting our soul ablaze with fiery passion for the Lord Jesus Christ.  

g) Jesus prayed in John 17:26 that the Father's very own love would burn like fire in the heart of His bride, 

saying, "That the love with which You loved Me may be in them." This fiery passion for Jesus will set the heart 

of the bride ablaze and make her a "burning one" before God's throne. This fiery love for Jesus was 

articulated by the bridegroom in the Song of Solomon when he admonished his bride, "Put me like a seal 

over your heart, like a seal on your arm. For love is as strong as death, jealousy is as severe as Sheol; its flashes 

are flashes of fire, the very flame of the LORD" (Song. 8:6). God's fiery love is "as strong as death" because it 

utterly consumes our self-life and His jealous love is as "cruel as the grave" because, once crucified, our self-

life will not be resuscitated. When God's love for God is ignited in the heart of His bride, He will consume her 

with fiery passion to such a degree that it will burn away all traces of self-love. 

h) Some people are hesitant to pray for God's baptism of fire because they think it will mean an endless supply 

of tests and trials. The truth is God's fire is Himself, so being baptized with fire is being baptized with God's 

very own fiery love. Being baptized by fire might mean that we go through some fiery ordeals, for God's 

jealous love might have to burn away other lovers from our heart, but we will not go through the fire alone. 

Just like the Lord was with Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego in the blazing furnace, He will be with us in 

every trial by fire that we go through (Dan. 3:23). His promise to us is, "When you walk through the fire, you 

will not be scorched, nor will the flame burn you" (Isa. 43:2). 

i) Peter said, "If necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, so that the proof of your faith, being 

more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise 

and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 1:6-7). Notice that Peter said, "If necessary." For 

some, fiery trials are unnecessary while for others they are required for purification. 

j) When Peter wrote that our faith is "tested by fire," the word for "tested" is dokimazō and means "to prove 

with a view to approving."8 You might recall from Session 9 about the Greek word dokimos, where we 

discussed being approved for the high calling of God. The same idea is at work here in 1 Peter 1:6-7. When 

we allow God's refining fire to set our heart ablaze and we submit to every fiery trial that is necessary to 

purify our heart and ignite us with passion for Jesus, then we are on the pathway of being approved for the 

high calling of God, for we are getting fire-tested faith that can overcome every trial, tribulation, and test. 

k) As a reminder, to qualify for the high calling of God, Paul said that our works must be approved (1 Cor. 3:13), 

James said that who we are must be approved (James 1:12), and Peter said that our faith must be approved 

(1 Peter 1:6-7). Thus, buying gold refined by fire puts us on the path to being approved for the high calling of 

God, which will make us truly rich forever! 
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VI. Buy White Garments 

a) Recall that Laodicea was famous for their black wool garments. As you might imagine, many of the 

Laodiceans probably wore this locally manufactured clothing. So when Jesus exhorted them to buy from 

Him "white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be 

revealed," His message would have been quickly understood, for these white linen garments were a stark 

contrast to the black wool garments worn by many Laodiceans (Rev. 3:18). 

b) As stated in the last session, the priests were forbidden to wear wool or anything that makes them sweat 

(Ezek. 44:17-18). Only those who have fine linen garments are permitted to minister to the Lord in the holy of 

holies. With this background in mind, Jesus was basically telling the Laodiceans to take off their sweat-

producing black wool garments—a picture of prideful and humanistic works of the flesh—and to put on the 

fine, white linen bridal garments, which are the only type of garments allowed in the holy of holies. 

c) The wife of the Lamb will be clothed in "fine linen, bright and clean"—not in the sweat-producing black wool 

garments of Laodicea (Rev. 19:8). This means that no works of the flesh will be allowed in the holy of holies. 

No religious accolades. No positions of prominence. Nothing achieved by willpower, talent, intelligence, 

ingenuity, wealth, political posturing, and social influence. The only thing that we can wear in the holy of 

holies are garments of fine linen, which are the Spirit-inspired, love-motivated, grace-empowered acts of 

righteousness and obedience that come from our initial justification. The wife of the Lamb's bridal and 

priestly garments will be made of fine linen, containing nothing that would make her sweat. 

d) Jesus said to "clothe yourself" so "that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed" (Rev. 3:18). Jesus 

made a similar statement in Revelation 16:15, saying, "Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his 

clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his shame." If we refuse to exchange the 

sweat-producing black wool garments of the flesh for the fine white linen garments of the Spirit, then we will 

be, in a sense, "naked" for all eternity. That means "the shame of [our] nakedness" will be displayed to all the 

inhabitants of heaven and everyone will know that we lived a selfish and careless life on earth.  

e) Paul encouraged the Colossians and the Laodiceans to "put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience….[and] beyond all these things [to] put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity" 

(Col. 3:12-14).9 Because the Holy Spirit lives within us, we can put on His fruit just like we would put on 

garments. By the Holy Spirit’s power, we can put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 

patience, and love every day, just as we put on our clothes each day. As we allow the Holy Spirit to live the 

life of Jesus Christ through us, it's as if we are exchanging the sweat-producing black wool garments of self-

effort for the fine, white linen bridal and priestly garments of Spirit-led, righteous acts. 

VII. Buy Eye Salve 

a) Jesus exhorted the Laodicean’s to buy "eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see" (Rev. 3:18). As 

mentioned previously, the city of Laodicea had a medical school that was famous for eye salve, which was an 

anointment that helped cure eye disease. Using this culturally relevant metaphor, Jesus was exhorting the 

Laodiceans to pay the price to purchase healing for their spiritually impaired eyesight. 

b) If Jesus spoke this message today, instead of saying eye salve, He would have exhorted us to purchase 

glasses or contact lens. If you wear glasses or contacts, you know that when you don't have your glasses on 

or your contacts in, your eye sight is very blurry. This is what the Laodiceans spiritual eyesight was like. They 

were blind in the following areas: 1) They did not see Jesus in His exalted, glorified state; 2) They did not 

understand their unbelievable eternal destiny; 3) They did not know their true spiritual condition. 

c) When we buy eye salve from Jesus, we are in essence asking that God would give to us "a spirit of wisdom 

and of revelation in the knowledge of Him" (Eph. 1:17). We are asking God to open "the eyes of [our] 

heart...so that [we] will know what is the hope of His calling" (Eph. 1:18, emphasis mine). Namely, this is a 

prayer to know our eternal destiny as depicted by the seventeen overcomers' rewards enumerated in 

Revelation 2-3. We are asking to know "what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints," which 
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is the Father's inheritance of Christ-like sons and the Son's inheritance of a worthy bride (Eph. 1:18). And 

finally, we are asking to know "what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe" (Eph. 

1:19). This is a prayer to know the awesome power of His grace that has the ability to transform us into the 

overcomers that Jesus longs for us to be. 

d) Paul said that we are changed as we behold the glory of the Lord (2 Cor. 3:18). This is why buying eye salve is 

so important, for beholding is becoming. As we behold Jesus as He truly is—in all of His glory, beauty, 

splendor, majesty, and power—we will be changed as all lukewarmness is incinerated by His holy fire. 

e) Much of the church only knows Jesus as a baby in the manager, the man from Galilee, or the Savior on the 

cross. Don’t get me wrong: Knowing what Jesus accomplished during His earthly ministry is invaluable. We 

deeply appreciate Jesus as a baby, Jesus as the man from Galilee, and Jesus as the Savior on the cross. Our 

eternal salvation and destiny hinge upon Jesus' incarnation, His earthly ministry, and His atoning death on 

the cross. However, we need to see Jesus as He truly is now. We need to see Jesus in His exalted, glorified 

state. We need to see Jesus as the majestic Messiah radiating with glory. Like the lyrics in Misty Edward's 

song People Get Ready, "He's not a baby in a manger anymore, He's not a broken man on a cross, He didn't 

stay in the grave and He's not staying in heaven forever."10 

f) Paul said, "Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have known 

Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer" (2 Cor. 5:16-17, NKJV). Fiery passion for 

Jesus burns away all lukewarmness when we see Him as He truly is. When the Apostle John saw Jesus in His 

glory, this man who was so close to Him during His earthly ministry, who often boasted that he was the 

disciple whom Jesus loved, was so terrified that he fell down like a dead man. 

g) Jesus is no longer a baby in the manager, the man from Galilee, or the Savior on the cross. Though forever a 

Jewish man with the marks of crucifixion on His hands and feet, He is now the risen, glorified, majestic Son of 

God. His face is like the sun shining in its strength, His eyes are flames of fire, and from His mouth comes a 

sharp two-edged sword (Rev. 1:13-18). Jesus is coming again, not as a sacrificial Passover Lamb, but as the 

Lion of Judah who will destroy God's enemies and take over the earth. Jesus is coming with a "sharp sword, 

so that with it He may strike down the nations, and...will rule them with a rod of iron" (Rev. 19:15). The 

lukewarm church desperately needs a revelation of Jesus as the Majestic Messiah who is full of His Father’s 

glory. 

h) Flowing out of this revelation, the church also needs to know our destiny in Him. Not the destiny that is 

being preached from most pulpits today, the type of destiny that only makes us healthy, wealthy, and wise 

but ignores our eternal destiny as the wife of the Lamb and firstborn sons of God. Unfortunately, this is 

exactly what is happening from the pulpits and airwaves around the world. Many are preaching a destiny 

message that offers people their best life now, twisting Jesus' message about having an abundant life into 

having a prosperous, comfortable, self-absorbed life without suffering. There's no debate that God 

sometimes blesses people financially. But look at what happened to the Laodiceans when they were blessed 

financially. They grew proud and lukewarm. In the same way, the destiny message of today is only fueling 

self-love and producing a massive harvest of lukewarm believers. Yes, there is some "Jesus" mixed in and 

some Scriptures added for flavor, but at its root, it is only making a bigger and better version of self. Bottom 

line: This destiny message is completely ignoring our eternal calling to be the wife of the Lamb and the 

firstborn sons of God.  

i) When we buy eye salve from Jesus, our eyes will be opened to see our eternal destiny to be the inheritance 

of God and to share in the inheritance of God. Our eyes will be opened to see the rich treasure that Jesus 

offers to us if we overcome. Namely, eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory. 

j) Pray that God would give you eye salve to truly see the exalted Jesus, your eternal destiny in Him, your 

current condition, and the transforming power of His grace. 
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VIII. Dining with Jesus 

a) Jesus told the Laodiceans, "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the 

door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me" (Rev. 3:20). Many have used this verse as a 

call to salvation. However, Jesus is not speaking to unbelievers; He is speaking to His church. Notice also that 

Jesus' knock is His voice speaking to us. 

b) In biblical days, table fellowship was a common image for deep communion and the strong bonds of 

affection and companionship. Dining brought people together where they shared intimate conversations, 

inside information, and secrets. In biblical times, dining was one of the most enjoyable experiences of life. 

Even in our day, dining is the place where we let our down guard and really connect with people. When we 

share a meal with someone, we usually become real and communicate with them at a heart-to-heart level. In 

the same way, Jesus yearns for deep fellowship with us. He longs for us to enjoy Him as He enjoys us. He 

wants us to hear His voice and talk with Him as two friends would over dinner. The Lord wants to share His 

intimate secrets with us. He wants to share what is on His heart. 

c) It is interesting that Jesus brought up dining with Him to the lukewarm Laodiceans who had lost their 

spiritual appetite. The Laodiceans had lost their hunger and thirst for God. Just like a sick person who loses 

their appetite and the very thought of food makes them nauseous, the Laodiceans were spiritual sick and 

had lost their hunger for God. Their desire for God had become duty. Their hunger for God had been filled by 

material possessions. Their thirst for God had been quenched by drinking from the fountains of Babylon. The 

sick Laodiceans had lost their appetite for God, yet this is precisely what Jesus offered them. With such an 

offer, I wonder if these spiritually sick Laodiceans felt a little like a sick person who thinks about food. Did this 

invitation make their spiritual stomachs feel a little queasy? Was this offer in anyway appetizing? If Jesus' 

invitation isn't that appealing to you, perhaps you are more sick than you even realize! 

d) Though this promise relates to having increased intimacy in this life, Jesus was undoubtedly looking ahead 

to the marriage supper of the Lamb. The Greek word for dine in this verse is deipneo, which is derived from 

deipnon and is used in Revelation 19:9 to describe the "marriage supper of the Lamb." 

e) When Jesus invites us to dine with Him, He is offering us the opportunity to experience deep communion, 

intimacy, oneness, and friendship with Him both now and at the marriage supper of the Lamb. The joy and 

delight of dining with Jesus throughout eternity cannot even be articulated. The pleasure of eternal intimacy 

with Him is beyond words. Jesus used this reward of eternal intimacy to motivate the Laodiceans and us to 

overcome self-satisfaction, complacency, and lukewarmness.  

f) In Song of Solomon 5:2-5, in allegorical form, we see a similar picture of Jesus knocking on the door, wanting 

to come in and fellowship with His bride. The bride said, "I was asleep but my heart was awake. A voice! My 

beloved was knocking: 'Open to me, my sister, my darling, my dove, my perfect one! For my head is 

drenched with dew, my locks with the damp of the night.' I have taken off my dress, how can I put it on 

again? I have washed my feet, how can I dirty them again? My beloved extended his hand through the 

opening, and my feelings were aroused for him. I arose to open to my beloved." As we open the door to the 

Bridegroom, His hand extends through the door and touches our hearts, awakening deep feelings of love for 

Him, imparting a strong desire to pursue Him with passion, focus, and abandonment, and giving us the 

victory over lukewarm love. 

g) If Jesus' invitation to dine with Him does not get you excited, then in all likelihood, you are spiritually sick 

and need healing. If this applies to you, ask God to show you the true condition of your heart and ask Him for 

a greater spiritual hunger. 
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IX. Destined for the Throne 

a) Jesus told the Laodiceans, "He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also 

overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne" (Rev. 3:21). What an amazing promise! This has to be 

one of the most amazing invitations in the entire Bible. Our eternal destiny is to sit down with Jesus on His 

throne and to rule the nations with Him forever. It just does not get any better than that. 

b) Consider the presidential election in the United States. Potential candidates spend millions of dollars 

campaigning. They put in twelve to fifteen hours a day months before the election. They weary themselves 

to become the leader of the free world. Yet Jesus freely invites us to share in His Messianic Inheritance and to 

rule the nations with a rod of iron from the royal position of His throne. This invitation is stunning! 

c) You are destined for the throne. Jesus, the great King of the universe, has asked you to marry Him and to rule 

the nations in partnership with Him forever. You are called to eternal greatness. You are destined to rule and 

reign with Christ throughout the eternal ages. You are invited to be part of the most powerful royal family in 

history. This has to be one of the most unbelievable offers in the entire Bible.  

d) Think about it. God Himself is offering us the privileged position of ruling and reigning with Jesus Christ for 

all eternity. God has invited us to something far greater than being the president of the only super-power in 

the world. Jesus has invited us to sit down with Him on His throne and to rule the nations with a rod of iron 

in the Millennial Kingdom and for all eternity. 

e) The overcomers who will sit down with Jesus on His throne will judge the nations with Him during the 

Millennial Kingdom. Revelation 20:4 states, "Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was 

given to them....And they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years." Furthermore, Paul said 

to the Corinthians, "Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?" (1 Cor. 6:2-3). The overcomers will 

sit down with Jesus on His throne and assist Him in judging the nations and evaluating their role in the 

Millennial Kingdom (Matt. 25:31-46). 

f) You are destined for the throne, but the pathway to this regal calling is overcoming all forms of lukewarm 

love, self-satisfaction, self-sufficiency, apathy, and indifference. This is also how the awakened bride becomes 

the priestly bride after the order of Melchizedek, who will rule the nations forever as the enthroned bride of 

Jesus Christ. 
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