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I. The Church of Philadelphia (Rev. 3:7-13) 

a) A twenty-five mile journey southeast from Sardis would bring you to the city of Philadelphia, now the 

modern city of Alasehir located in the Aegean region of Turkey. 

b) Philadelphia’s name, which means "brotherly love," was chosen to honor Attalus II’s loyalty to his older 

brother Eumenes II, who was the king of Lydia.  

c) Philadelphia was an important and wealthy trade center. As the coast cities declined, Philadelphia grew in 

power and retained its importance, even until late Byzantine era. The imperial route from Rome passed 

through Philadelphia, giving it the name “the gateway to the east” and making it an important financial city.  

d) Whereas Sardis and Laodicea received no commendation from the Lord, Philadelphia and Smyrna received 

no correction. And looking at some of the things Jesus said to the Philadelphians, it is apparent that they had 

already overcome. For instance, Jesus said that they "have kept My word, and have not denied My name," 

that they "have kept the word of My perseverance," and that they had already been approved for the 

overcomer's crown (Rev. 3:8, 10-11). Now their great challenge was to remain faithful overcomers until the 

end! 

e) Jesus revealed Himself to the church of Philadelphia as the holy and true One, "who has the key of David, 

who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens" (Rev. 3:7). Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment 

of the Davidic Covenant, the king in David's lineage who will use His authority to rule over all the nations 

during the Millennial Kingdom and the One who uses His authority now to open and shut doors. With the 

key of David, the keys of the kingdom, and the keys of death and Hades in His hand, Jesus opens doors to 

positions of authority in His eternal kingdom for those who overcome, He opens doors of ministry, resources, 

and favor now, He opens spiritual portals of glory where the angels ascend and descend, and He opens the 

prison doors to liberate those who have been unjustly incarcerated (Matt. 16:19; Rev. 1:18; Acts 14:27; 1 Cor. 

16:8-9; 2 Cor. 2:12; Col. 4:3; Acts 12:7-10, 16:27). 

f) Jesus told the Philadelphians, "Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut" (Rev. 3:8). 

Though no one knows for sure what this open door meant for the faithful in Philadelphia, it was likely a 

reference to positions of authority in the Millennial Kingdom and present-day ministry opportunities in their 

community, in other cities, and possibly in other nations. Jesus said that He was opening this door "because 

you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name" (Rev. 3:8). Their faithfulness 

motivated Jesus to open a door for them which no man could shut. 

g) Not only were the churches of Philadelphia and Smyrna the only two churches who didn't receive any 

correction, but these two churches also shared a common enemy—hostile Jews who persecuted them for 

believing that Jesus was the Messiah, that He was fully God, and that He was the fulfillment of Israel's 

covenant promises. Jesus said, "Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are 

Jews and are not, but lie—I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and make them know that I 

have loved you" (Rev. 3:9). As was the case in Smyrna, these Jews were physically from the lineage of 

Abraham, but their unbelief rendered them spiritual sons of the prince of darkness. As such, their meetings 

at the synagogue were energized by demonic powers, which likely meant persecution for the believers in 

Philadelphia. Nevertheless, Jesus promised the overcomers in Philadelphia that these hostile Jews would 

someday bow down at their feet and would know how much Jesus loved them.  

h) Jesus told the overcomers in Philadelphia, "Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will 

keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those 

who dwell on the earth" (Rev. 3:10). Amazingly, this verse is at the center of much debate between Bible 

teachers. Some view this as evidence of a pre-tribulation rapture, others view it as God's promise to 

supernaturally protect His people in Goshen-type cities of refuge during the Great Tribulation, and some 
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view it as a conditional promise to the overcomers of a mid-tribulation rapture. Because this will take some 

time to thoroughly discuss, we will talk about this in a later session when we look at Revelation 12. 

II. Maintaining Our Victory 

a) Not only are we called to overcome all that Jesus stipulated in Revelation 2-3, but we are also exhorted to 

maintain our victory until the end. This could very well be the most challenging admonishment of all! 

Overcoming and then living as an overcomer until Jesus returns requires serious focus, a relentless fight 

against complacency, apathy, and indifference, divine seriousness, and self-discipline. 

b) Having already overcome, the Philadelphians' great challenge was to "hold fast" in the areas where they had 

already conquered (Rev. 3:11). The Greek word for “hold fast” is krateō and it has three categories of 

meaning. The first category relates to having power and means “to be chief, be master of, to rule, to have 

power, be powerful."1 The second category relates to obtaining possession of something and it means "to 

become master of, to obtain, to take hold of, to get possession of, seize."2 The third category relates to 

retaining something already in one's possession and it means "to hold, to hold in the hand, to hold fast, not 

discard or let go, to keep carefully and faithfully, to continue to hold, to retain."3 Since the Philadelphians had 

already conquered, Jesus was basically telling them to use the indwelling Spirit's power to subdue their flesh 

and to live a self-disciplined life so that they could maintain, hold on to, and retain their victory until the end. 

c) This admonition to "hold fast" was the Lord's heartfelt appeal to wage a relentless war against complacency, 

apathy, and indifference so they wouldn't forfeit the eternal rewards that they had already been approved to 

receive. If the Philadelphians lost their diligent pursuit of God and their disciplined obedience to His Word, 

Jesus was warning them that they could lose their victor's crown. 

d) Similarly, John said, “Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may be 

rewarded fully” (2 John 8, NIV). To receive the fullest eternal rewards that Jesus offers to the overcomers, not 

only must we overcome, but we must persevere with the same measure of obedience that gave us the 

victory in the first place. We can live a few decades as an overcomer but lose our victory at the end. That is 

why we must finish the race strong. Many start fast and sustain it for years, but they fizzle out at the finish 

line. We have to set a marathon pace that enables us to maintain our victory so that no one can take our 

crown. 

e) Maintaining an overcoming life is a great challenge. If we have already overcome what Jesus prescribed in 

Revelation 2-3, the great temptation is to get complacent, relax, and not press on with the same intensity, 

desire, and focus that we once had. Overcomers don't overcome for one or two years; they must live an 

overcoming lifestyle until the end. The overcomers who will receive the eternal rewards that Jesus offers 

sustain mature obedience for the rest of their lives. 

III. Summarizing the Overcomers' Rewards to Philadelphia 

a) Because the Philadelphians had already overcome, we will spend the majority of our time in this session 

analyzing what Jesus promised to the overcomers in this church when He said, "He who overcomes, I will 

make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the 

name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven 

from My God, and My new name" (Rev. 3:12). 

b) The rewards offered to the overcomers are enumerated below: 

1. "I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore"; 

2. "I will write on him the name of My God"; 

3. "I will write on him...the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of 

heaven from My God"; 

4. "I will write on him...My new name". 
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c) We will break down each of these four rewards one-by-one in a moment, but for now, these rewards can be 

summarized as follows: The overcomers will be marked by God as His inheritance and His priests, enabling them 

to dwell with Him in the holy of holies and to minister to Him in the fullness of His glory forever. 

d) If you observe the trajectory of the Lord's promises to the overcomers in Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, 

you see an awakened bride leading to a priestly bride leading to an enthroned bride. That is, when we wake up 

and overcome complacency, apathy, and indifference, then we will receive white bridal garments that will be 

both our wedding clothes and our admission into the marriage supper of the Lamb. Not only will these white 

garments clothe the bride on her wedding day, they will also be the priestly garments that the bride will 

wear as she ministers to the Lord in the holy of holies for all eternity. Furthermore, because she will be a 

priest in the order of Melchizedek, which means that she will be a priest and a king just like Jesus, she will 

emerge from the holy of holies with kingdom authority to rule and reign over the nations. Thus, the path of 

the Lord's promises in Revelation 3 leads to an awakened bride who is clothed in white garments (Sardis) to a 

priestly bride who ministers in the holy of holies (Philadelphia) to an enthroned bride who rules and reigns 

with kingdom authority over the nations (Laodicea). 

e) Before we discuss these four overcomers' rewards in detail, we first need to lay a foundation that will give us 

greater insight into what Jesus is actually offering to the overcomers. Namely, we need to look at the priestly 

garments, the sons of Zadok, and Jesus' priesthood after the order of Melchizedek. 

IV. The Priestly Garments 

a) Recall from the last session the white wedding garments that are given to those who overcome 

complacency, apathy, and indifference. These wedding clothes are described as garments of "fine linen" 

(Rev. 19:8). This is interesting because the garments of the Old Testament priests were also made of linen, 

which shows that the wedding garments of the bride will also be the priestly garments that she wears when 

she ministers to Him in the holy of holies. 

b) Let's consider a few Old Testament verses that showcase the linen garments that the priests wore whenever 

they ministered to the Lord in the inner court. Exodus 39:27-29 states that "they made the tunics of finely 

woven linen for Aaron and his sons, and the turban of fine linen, and the decorated caps of fine linen, and 

the linen breeches of fine twisted linen, and the sash of fine twisted linen...just as the LORD had commanded 

Moses." 

c) Leviticus stated that "the priest is to put on his linen robe" and that Aaron "shall put on the holy linen tunic, 

and the linen undergarments shall be next to his body, and he shall be girded with the linen sash and attired 

with the linen turban (these are holy garments)" (Lev. 6:10; 16:3-4).  

d) Not only did the Levitical priests wear linen to minster to the Lord, but so did the prophet Samuel, King 

David, and all the worshipers who ministered to the Lord before the ark of the covenant (1 Sam. 2:18; 2 Sam. 

6:14; 1 Chron. 15:27; 2 Chron. 5:12). 

e) Ezekiel's prophecy about a future priesthood and a future temple is even more revealing. Ezekiel said, "It 

shall be that when they enter at the gates of the inner court, they shall be clothed with linen garments; and 

wool shall not be on them while they are ministering in the gates of the inner court and in the house. Linen 

turbans shall be on their heads and linen undergarments shall be on their loins; they shall not gird 

themselves with anything which makes them sweat" (Ezek. 44:17-18). 

f) The wife of the Lamb's bridal and priestly garments will be made of fine linen, containing nothing that would 

make her sweat. This means that no works of the flesh will be allowed in the holy of holies. No religious 

accolades. No positions of prominence. Nothing achieved by willpower, talent, intelligence, ingenuity, 

wealth, political posturing, and social influence. The only thing that we can wear in the holy of holies are 

garments of fine linen, which are the Spirit-inspired, love-motivated, grace-empowered acts of righteousness 

and obedience that come from our initial justification.  

 



Session 10: The Priestly Bride                                  Sunday, January 31, 2016 | Bryan Kessler 
 

 

Restoration Life Church | www.RestorationLife.org         Page 4 
 

V. The Sons of Zadok 

a) When Jesus returns, He will build the temple in Jerusalem and establish it as the place of His throne and as 

His dwelling place among the sons of Israel (Ezek. 43:7). Zechariah prophesied about the "man whose name 

is Branch" that He "will branch out from where He is; and He will build the temple of the LORD. Yes, it is He 

who will build the temple of the Lord" (Zech 6:12-13). Other Messianic prophecies confirm that Jesus is the 

Branch, and as such, He will oversee the construction of the temple during His thousand-year reign on the 

earth. For more information, see Ezekiel 40-48 where nine whole chapters are devoted to explaining the 

Millennial Temple in precise detail. 

b) In the context of describing this future temple, Ezekiel revealed that there was a priesthood within the 

priesthood who would have the privilege of ministering to the Lord in the holy of holies. Notice what Ezekiel 

said to the house of Israel, "But the Levitical priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept charge of My sanctuary 

when the sons of Israel went astray from Me, shall come near to Me to minister to Me" (Ezek. 44:15). These 

faithful sons of Zadok are described as "sanctified," as keeping "My charge," as those "who did not go astray 

when the sons of Israel went astray," and they are contrasted with the unfaithful Levitical priesthood who 

"went astray" (Ezek. 48:11). This Zadok priesthood will receive the incomprehensible honor of ministering to 

Jesus in the holy of holies in the Millennial Temple while the majority of the Levitical priesthood will be 

relegated to the outer court (Ezek. 44:10-14). 

c) So who exactly are these mysterious sons of Zadok who will minister to the Lord in the holy of holies during 

the thousand-year reign of Christ? Let's answer that question by looking at a little Old Testament history. 

During the reign of David, Zadok was the high priest who remained faithful to the king when all of Israel 

went astray and followed after rebellious Absalom (2 Sam. 15). Even though following David was not 

politically expedient and might cost him his life, Zadok chose faithfulness to the Lord and to His anointed 

above self-preservation. Zadok was similar to the overcomers at Smyrna who were faithful unto death and to 

the overcomers in Revelation 12:11 who did not love their lives unto death. In Zadok's mind, it would be 

better to die serving the Lord than to live and be in rebellion against Him. Though the majority of Israel, 

including the unfaithful Levitical priesthood, paid a dear price for following Absalom's rebellious coup, 

Zadok's faithfulness was remembered by the Lord and his sons will be greatly rewarded when Jesus returns. 

d) So who are the sons of Zadok and how do they relate to the overcomers? To answer this question, consider 

what Jesus told the Pharisees when they claimed Abraham as their father. He said to them, "If you are 

Abraham's children, do the deeds of Abraham" (John 8:39). In a similar way, the sons of Zadok are those who 

do the deeds of Zadok. Even when everyone else is going in the opposite direction, the sons of Zadok will do 

what is right and godly no matter the consequences. These sons of Zadok fight relentlessly against all forms 

of compromise, rebellion, lawlessness, and unfaithfulness. With that in mind, "the sons of Zadok" are both 

Zadok's natural sons from the tribe of Levi, Israelites with non-resurrected bodies who will minister as priests 

in the Millennial Temple, and his spiritual sons, the overcomers with resurrected bodies who will be pillars in 

the temple and who will have the new Jerusalem inscribed upon them.  

e) Let's take a moment and look at Ezekiel's prophecy about the natural sons of Zadok during the Millennial 

Kingdom and compare them with the unfaithful Levitical priesthood. Keep in mind that there are numerous 

similarities between the physical sons of Zadok and his spiritual sons, the overcomers. There are also 

parallels between the unfaithful Levite priests with born-again believers who don't overcome. 

f) The unfaithful Levitical priests are described as follows: 

 They went far away from the Lord when Israel went astray (Ezek. 44:10); 

 They will bear the punishment for their iniquity (Ezek. 44:10); 

 Their punishment is a ministry to the people in the outer court rather than a holy-of-holies ministry 

(Ezek. 44:11, 13); 

 They will minister in the outer court of the sanctuary, have oversight at the gates, slaughter the burnt 

offerings, and minister to the people (Ezek. 44:11); 
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 They will be appointed over the temple service and all that is required "to keep the machine running," 

but they will be prohibited from ministering to the Lord as a priest and coming near to any of His holy 

things (Ezek. 44:13). 

g) Contrast this with the faithful sons of Zadok: 

 They shall come near to the Lord to minister to Him, stand before Him, and offer Him the fat and the 

blood (Ezek. 44:15); 

 They shall come near to the Lord's table and keep His charge (Ezek. 44:16); 

 They shall teach God's people the difference between the holy and the profane and train them to 

discern between the unclean and the clean (Ezek. 44:23); 

 They will serve as judges and will settle disputes that arise among God's people (Ezek. 44:24); 

 The Lord will be their inheritance and possession in the land of Israel (Ezek. 44:28). 

h) One additional note about Zadok. His name in Hebrew is Tsadowq and means "righteous."4 Undoubtedly, 

Zadok's character was a perfect reflection of his name, for he was a man of loyalty, faithfulness, principle, 

discernment, holiness, self-sacrifice, humility, and devotion to the Lord. All of his natural and spiritual sons 

will also be characterized by this type of righteousness. 

i) This prophecy will be fulfilled when the Lord returns, builds the temple in Jerusalem, and establishes the 

natural sons of Zadok as His holy-of-holy priesthood and the unfaithful Levites as His outer-court priesthood. 

j) In a minute, I will show how this Ezekiel 44 prophecy is a type and shadow of the promise that the Lord made 

to the overcomers at Philadelphia. 

VI. The Melchizedek Priesthood 

a) Understanding the Melchizedek priesthood also provides insight into the eternal rewards that Jesus offers 

the overcomers at Philadelphia. At first glance, the Melchizedek priesthood might appear irrelevant to your 

destiny, but nothing could be further from the truth. Let's have a quick look at what the Melchizedek 

priesthood is and how it relates to the high calling of God. 

b) Prophesying about the Messiah, David said that He is "a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek" 

(Psa. 110:4). Hundreds of years later, the author of Hebrews applied this Messianic prophecy to Jesus, 

declaring that He has been "designated by God as a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek" (Heb. 

5:10). Since Jesus was from the tribe of Judah and not from the tribe of Levi, this meant Jesus had to establish 

a new order of priests after the order of Melchizedek in the New Covenant. 

c) To keep it simple, the most important thing to realize is that the priesthood of Melchizedek combines the 

two offices of priest and king. Under the Levitical system, the priest and the king were two separate offices. 

But under the Melchizedek priesthood, these two offices have merged together. Zechariah's prophecy about 

the Messiah and His priestly ministry in the Millennial Temple confirms this. Zechariah said, "It is He who will 

build the temple of the LORD, and He who will bear the honor and sit and rule on His throne. Thus, He will be 

a priest on His throne, and the counsel of peace will be between the two offices" (Zech. 6:13). As a priest after 

the order of Melchizedek, Jesus "will be a priest on His throne" and will thus merge "the two offices" of priest 

and king. Even the mysterious figure Melchizedek was "king of Salem" and "priest of the Most High God" 

(Heb. 7:1). 

d) Notice how this dual role of priest-king is reflected in the priesthood of the believer in the book of 

Revelation: 

1. Jesus "has made us kings and priests to His God and Father" (Rev. 1:6, NKJV); 

2. Jesus has "made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth" (Rev. 5:10, NKJV); 

3. We "shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years" (Rev. 20:6, NKJV). 
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e) With this in mind, I want to connect the Melchizedek priesthood with the sons of Zadok by looking at the 

name Melchizedek in the Hebrew, which is the compound word Malkiy-Tsedeq. Malkiy comes from a Hebrew 

word that means "king"5 and tsedeq comes from the same root word, tsadaq, in which Zadok is derived, and 

it means "justice, rightness, righteousness."6 In fact, you can almost see Zadok in the name Melchizedek 

when you hyphenate these two words as such: "Melchi-zedek."  

f) This means that Zadok's spiritual sons, the overcomers, are priests after the order of Melchizedek, who will 

be permitted to dwell with God in the holy of holies, minister directly to Him face-to-face in the fullness of 

His glory, and then emerge with kingdom authority to rule and reign over the nations. 

g) There is an obscure prophecy that is rarely mentioned in the church today, but in all likelihood, it refers to 

Zadok and to the Zadok priesthood comprised of his natural and spiritual sons. This prophecy was given to 

Eli because he tolerated the wicked behavior of his sons Hophni and Phinehas, who selfishly consumed the 

Lord's sacrifices and committed adultery in the tabernacle. Through an unnamed prophetic voice, the Lord 

told Eli that He would judge his family and the corrupt Levitical priesthood (1 Sam. 2:27-34). Following this 

pronouncement of judgment, the Lord offered a ray of hope, saying, "I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest 

who will do according to what is in My heart and in My soul; and I will build him an enduring house, and he 

will walk before My anointed always" (1 Sam. 2:35). Though Eli's family, along with the corrupt Levitical 

priesthood, would come under the Lord's judgment, God promised to raise up "a faithful priest" with a heart 

after God's own heart. Many scholars believe that Zadok was the fulfillment of this prophecy and that his 

"enduring house" means that his natural and spiritual sons would be part of a priesthood that would endure 

forever. This prophecy will be completely fulfilled when Zadok's natural sons from the tribe of Levi minister 

to the Lord in the Millennial Temple and when Zadok's spiritual sons overcome and minister to Him in both 

the heavenly throne room and the earthly Millennial Temple. 

VII. Marked By God As His Inheritance 

a) In explaining the four eternal rewards offered to the overcomers at Philadelphia, it will be easier to 

understand if I deviate a bit from the way Jesus enumerated these rewards and look first at what it means to 

be marked by God as His inheritance. 

b) Jesus said, "He who overcomes...I will write on him the name of My God...and My new name" (Rev. 3:12). 

Though this verse doesn't reveal where the name of the Father and the new name of the Son will be written, 

both Revelation 14:1 and Revelation 22:4 show that God's name will be written on the forehead of the 

overcomers. 

c) What exactly does it mean for the name of the Father and the name of the Son to be written on the forehead 

of those who overcome? The simplest answer is that God has an "inheritance in the saints" and those whom 

He marks on the forehead will be approved and deemed worthy of this lofty position and calling (Eph. 1:18). 

The overcomers become the eternal inheritance of the Father and the Son when God Himself brands the 

name of the Father and the new name of the Son upon their foreheads. 

d) The Father's "inheritance in the saints" are Christ-like sons who are conformed into the image of Jesus (Rom. 

8:16-17; Rom. 8:29; Rom. 8:14). These mature, responsible, and Christ-like sons will be adopted into a 

firstborn son status and will share fully in Christ's Messianic inheritance (Rom. 8:23; Rev. 21:7). These will take 

part in the first resurrection, radiate God's glory like the brightness of the sun, return with Jesus at His second 

coming, vanquish God's enemies, judge the nations, administer God's righteousness and justice in their 

assigned sphere of influence, rule the nations with a rod of iron, and restore the cursed creation (Rev. 20:4-6; 

Matt. 13:43; Rev. 17:14; Rev. 2:26-27; Rom. 8:19-22). 

e) The Son's "inheritance in the saints" is a worthy bride who has made herself ready. This equally-yoked, 

spotless, and glorious bride will be joined to Christ at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb and will be seated 

with Him upon His throne, governing an ever-increasing and ever-expanding kingdom during the 

Millennium and for all eternity (Eph. 5:27; Rev. 19:7-8; Rev. 3:21). She will love Jesus with the Father's very 
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own love and have intimacy with Him in the holy of holies, feasting upon His words in face-to-face 

communion with Him (John 17:26; Rev. 2:17).  

VIII. Marked By God As His Priests 

a) Having seen that God will inscribe His name indelibly upon the foreheads of the overcomers, branding them 

as His very own possession because they made themselves ready for Him, let's look now at the connection 

between being marked by God as His inheritance with being marked by God as His priests. 

b) Revelation 14:1-5 and Revelation 22:3-5 unlock more details about the overcomers who are tattooed with 

God's name on their foreheads. After deciphering both passages, it becomes clear that those who are 

marked by God as His inheritance are also marked by God as His holy-of-holies priesthood. 

c) Let's look first at Revelation 14:1-5. This passage states, 

Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and 

forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads. And I 

heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and 

the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps. And they sang a new 

song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one could learn 

the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth. 

These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste. 

These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from 

among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb. And no lie was found in their mouth; they are 

blameless.  

d) Like almost every verse in the book of Revelation, this passage is hotly debated among Bible scholars. The 

two most prominent views are: 

1. View #1: The passage describes the 144,000 Israelites marked by God in Revelation 7:1-8, whom God will 

sovereignly protect during the Great Tribulation. These survivors of Israel will then rebuild and 

reestablish Israel in the Millennial Kingdom when Jesus returns. With this in mind, Revelation 14:1-5 

shows the remnant of Israel with Jesus on Mount Zion in the city of Jerusalem after the second coming. 

This interpretation is confirmed when you place it side-by-side with Zephaniah 3:11-20 and observe how 

similar the language is between these two prophecies. 

2. View #2: The passage describes the first-fruits of God's inheritance of overcomers at the midpoint of the 

tribulation. The promise that God made to the overcomers at Philadelphia, where He pledged to write 

His name upon their foreheads, is partially fulfilled here in the first-fruits harvest of overcoming sons. 

This holy and sanctified remnant are priests in the order of Melchizedek and are the spiritual sons of 

Zadok. This priesthood will minister to the Father and the Son in the holy of holies as throne-room 

worshipers on Mount Zion in heaven (Heb. 12:22). 

e) The obvious temptation is to see the peculiar number of 144,000 and immediately connect it with the first 

and only other mention of this number in Revelation 7:1-8. Although at first glance this seems to make View 

#1 the obvious answer, there are some weaknesses to View #1 that need to be carefully considered. These 

weaknesses are: 

1. The song that these 144,000 sing come from heaven rather than earth.  

Notice the italicized phrases from verses 2-3: "And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many 

waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists 

playing on their harps. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures 

and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had 

been purchased from the earth." Just so that it's clear, I will separate the italicized words and restate them 

again with quotes. John "heard a voice from heaven" and "the voice which [he] heard was like the sound 
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of harpists playing on their harps." Clearly, this worship is taking place in heaven rather than on the 

earth, which seems to make View #1 untenable. To get around this obstacle, the proponents of View #1 

claim that the 144,000 Israelites on the earth are being instructed in this new song by the worshipers in 

heaven. The problem, however, is that the text explicitly says that "no one could learn the song except 

the one hundred and forty-four thousand." That would include the heavenly worshipers who were 

supposedly training the 144,000 Israelites on the earth. To claim that heavenly worshipers are training 

earthly worshipers is reading into the text what it simply does not say. Since the only group of 

worshipers who can learn this song are the 144,000 and because the worship is clearly coming from 

heaven and not from the earth, this makes View #1 virtually impossible.  

2. The first-fruits harvest of Revelation 14:1-5 will be reaped "among men" rather than among the Israelites. 

Notice that the first-fruits harvest will be "purchased from the earth" and "from among men" (Rev. 14:3-

4). If the 144,000 in Revelation 14:1-5 are Israelites, then this would be the first-fruits harvest from every 

tribe of the sons of Israel rather than the general description that the passage provides of "from the 

earth" and "among men." When the 144,000 Israelites are marked for preservation during the Great 

Tribulation in Revelation 7:1-8, the text explicitly states that this remnant is "from every tribe of the sons 

of Israel" (Rev. 7:4). Given the precedent already set in Revelation 7:1-8, it seems more likely that if 

Revelation 14:1-5 were describing the harvest among the twelve tribes of Israel, it would have stated 

something like this instead: "The one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from 

among the sons of Israel....these have been purchased from among the twelve tribes of Israel as first 

fruits to God and to the Lamb." Because the text doesn't say something similar to that, It is far more likely 

that the 144,000 in Revelation 14:1-5 are describing the first-fruits harvest of overcomers rather than of 

the Israelites in the Millennial Kingdom. 

3. Revelation 14:1 confirms the promise to the overcomers in Philadelphia. 

The third consideration is that Revelation 14:1 confirms the eternal reward that Jesus made to the 

overcomers at Philadelphia. Namely, as Revelation 14:1 states, this remnant will have "His name [the 

Lamb] and the name of His Father written on their foreheads" (emphasis mine). Compare this to what 

Jesus said to the Philadelphians: "He who overcomes...I will write on him the name of My God...and My 

new name" (Rev. 3:12). Revelation 14:1-5, therefore, seems to be describing the first-fruits of the end-

time harvest of overcomers who will be the Father and the Son's inheritance rather than the first-fruits 

harvest of Israelite believers. 

f) One final comment about Revelation 14:1-5. Seeing that View #2 is the more likely way to interpret this 

passage, we have to quickly answer whether the number 144,000 is literal or symbolic. As stated in Session 2, 

the book of Revelation is meant to be interpreted literally unless the context indicates otherwise. Having said 

that, there is good reason to doubt the literal meaning of the number 144,000. These reasons are listed 

below: 

1. God would not call all of His people to overcome and then hinder them from overcoming when the number 

hit 144,000. 

It would be unthinkable for Jesus, after pleading with all of His people to overcome in Revelation 2-3, to 

stop supplying the required grace to overcome once the magical number of 144,000 was reached. I 

mean, can you really imagine the Lord counting those who have overcome, saying something like, 

"143,998...143,999...144,000! Ok, Gabriel, we've hit the magical number. Don't let any more of My people 

overcome!" Surely this is not the way the Lord operates. His invitation to overcome has been extended 

to all of His people, not to a special elect few. 

2. The symbolic meaning of the number 144,000 makes a striking statement. 

If you multiply 12 x 12 x 1,000, you get the peculiar number of 144,000. As Bible scholars universally 

agree, the number 12 symbolizes government since there were 12 tribes of Israel and 12 apostles of the 
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Lamb. The number 1,000 is also significant because this is how long Jesus will rule the nations from 

Jerusalem during the Millennial Kingdom (Rev. 20:2-7). When you put all of this together, the number 

144,000 likely symbolizes the remnant who will have Zion-governmental authority during the Millennial 

Kingdom. This would apply to the 144,000 Israelites and the 144,000 overcomers, headquartered in the 

city of Jerusalem during the Millennial Kingdom, who will rule the nations from this city for a thousand 

years. It's quite possible that the number 144,000 could represent a few million of God's people who pay 

the price to overcome.   

g) With all of this in mind, Revelation 14:1-5 is likely describing the first-fruits harvest of the many sons who will 

be brought to glory (Heb. 2:10). This holy remnant will stand in the highest levels of glory as priests in the 

order of Melchizedek, and as spiritual sons of Zadok, they will sing exclusive songs of intimate worship that 

minister directly to the Lamb and to their heavenly Father. These worshiping priests in the order of 

Melchizedek will not only bless the Father and the Son deeply from their throne-room worship, but they will 

also emerge from the holy of holies with Zion-governmental authority to rule the nations with a rod of iron. 

h) The next passage that showcases the overcomers with God's name written on their foreheads is found in 

Revelation 22:3-4. This passage states, "The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-

servants will serve Him; they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads" (Rev. 22:3-4). This 

passage is describing the new Jerusalem in the eternal ages, after the Millennial Kingdom. The interesting 

thing to observe is that the overcomers will have "His name...on their foreheads," they "will see His face," and 

they "will serve Him." The Greek word for "serve" is latreuō and it means "to serve, minister to, to worship."7 

Once again, we see the connection between those who have been marked as God's inheritance with His 

holy-holies priesthood who ministers directly to Him in the fullness of the Lord's blazing glory and holiness. 

i) Just as the Levitical priests did not have an inheritance in the land of Israel because the Lord was their 

inheritance, the primary inheritance of the spiritual sons of Zadok will be God the Father and God the Son 

(Num. 18:20; Deut. 18:1-2). This Melchizedek priesthood will have unhindered access to the Father and the 

Son in the holy of holies to minister to Him at any moment. 

IX. Pillars in the Temple 

a) With the groundwork laid, we are now ready to discuss what it means to be pillars in the temple. Jesus said, 

"He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore" 

(Rev. 3:12). 

b) Let's consider for a moment what it means to be a "pillar." Since a pillar bears the weight of a building and 

signifies stability, firmness, beauty, permanence, and importance, being a “pillar in the temple” is to have a 

special position of honor, authority, and responsibility in God’s throne room during the Millennial Kingdom.  

c) Now let's answer the question of whether Jesus is referring to the temple in heaven or the Millennial Temple 

that He will build after His second coming? Before answering this question, one thing to keep in mind is that 

the present heavenly temple will not be reestablished when the Lord creates the new heaven and the new 

earth after the Millennium (Rev. 21:1). John noted that there is "no temple in" the new Jerusalem, for "the 

Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple" (Rev. 21:22). This means the present heavenly temple 

will continue until the end of Jesus' Millennial reign. 

d) With that in mind, let me quickly summarize the most likely meaning of being a pillar in the temple: 

The overcomers will return with Jesus, but they will also have the ability to ascend to heaven and 

descend from heaven during the Millennial Kingdom since their resurrection bodies will be "like the 

angels" (Rev. 17:14; Luke 20:36). In addition, the overcomers will have anytime access to the holy of 

holies in the Millennial Temple to minister to Jesus their Bridegroom King. Therefore, the 

overcomers will have the privilege of ministering to the Father in the holy of holies of the heavenly 

temple and in the holy of holies of the earthly temple. In addition, since the overcomers will be 
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priests after the order of Melchizedek, they will emerge from the holy of holies with Zion-

governmental authority to rule over the cities and nations in which they have been assigned. 

e) Because the earthly temple during the Millennial Kingdom will be the most holy, honored, and desired place 

on earth because Jesus will set His throne in this temple and rule the nations from here, being a pillar in this 

temple means the overcomers will have a special position of honor, privilege, and importance during the 

earthly reign of Christ (Ezek. 40-48). 

f) One final note. The phrase "he will not go out from it anymore" doesn't mean the overcomers never leave 

the throne room, for we know that they will rule over cities and nations and will in all likelihood need to be 

present on many occasions to administer God's kingdom rule. More than likely, this phrase is emphasizing 

that the holy of holies will be the permanent dwelling place of the overcomers forever—from the moment 

they die, during the Millennial Kingdom, and throughout the endless ages of eternity. 

X. Branded With the New Jerusalem 

a) The last part of the promise that we will look at concerns the new Jerusalem, which doesn't appear on the 

scene until after the Millennial Kingdom. Jesus said, "He who overcomes...I will write on him...the name of the 

city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God" (Rev. 3:12). 

b) The overcomers are marked by God to be His inheritance, to be His priests, and they are branded with the 

new Jerusalem. So what does this mean to be branded with the new Jerusalem? 

c) Before answering this question, let's establish a little background. After the Millennial reign of Christ, John 

saw "a great white throne and Him who sat on it" (Rev. 20:11, NKJV). There is a debate about whether this is 

God the Father or God the Son sitting on the throne. But regardless of which member of the Trinity it is, 

notice that it says, "From whose face the earth and the heaven fled away" (Rev. 20:11, NKJV). Why does God's 

face all of a sudden cause the earth and heaven to flee away? If this is Jesus sitting on the throne, does this 

mean that He has kept the glory of His face veiled so that He could interact with people without incinerating 

them? Or if this is the Father, does this mean that God the Father, for the first time in history, unveils the 

glory of His face to creation? Whatever this means exactly, the point is that the unveiling of God's face is so 

dramatic and the glory from His countenance is so intense, it sends heaven and earth into an unrecoverable 

tailspin. The Greek word for "flee away" means "seek safety by flight, to feel something abhorrent, to be 

saved by flight, to escape safely out of danger, vanish."8 Do you feel the intense implications here? Heaven 

and earth cannot handle the intensity of God's glory beaming from His unveiled face, and figuratively 

speaking, heaven and earth flee away like an animal in flight-mode running for its life. The intensity of God's 

glorious face unveiled to creation is too much for the present heaven and earth to handle, so God must 

create a new heaven and a new earth that can sustain the age of His unveiled face. 

d) Now here is where the new Jerusalem comes into the picture. Revelation 22:3-4 states that "His bond-

servants...will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads" as they minister to the Lord in the new 

Jerusalem. Do you see how all of the dots are connecting? The promise made to the overcomers at 

Philadelphia is that for the endless ages of eternity, these spiritual sons of Zadok will somehow have the 

capacity in their resurrected and glorified bodies to see the unveiled face of God and not be incinerated! 

Here in the new Jerusalem, these priests after the order of Melchizedek will "serve Him" face-to-face in the 

most intimate communion and fellowship imaginable. What a beautiful promise to have the new Jerusalem 

tattooed upon us! 

e) Meditating upon the vast dimensions of the new Jerusalem reveals that this city is in all likelihood the holy of 

holies of the new heaven and the new earth. Let's consider this proposition for a moment. Hebrews states 

that the earthly tabernacle and temple were "a copy and shadow of the heavenly" (Heb. 8:5). That is why God 

commanded Moses to make the earthly tabernacle exactly like the pattern he was shown on the mountain, 

for he was making a replica of the heavenly temple (Heb. 8:5). Reading through the book of Revelation and 

other accounts where men of God were transported to heaven, you see that both the tabernacle of Moses 

and the temple of Solomon were patterned after the heavenly temple (Rev. 4:5; 8:3; 11:19; Isa. 6:6). Hebrews 



Session 10: The Priestly Bride                                  Sunday, January 31, 2016 | Bryan Kessler 
 

 

Restoration Life Church | www.RestorationLife.org         Page 11 
 

9:11 even says that Christ "entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 

that is to say, not of this creation." Based upon this information, we know with certainty that the present 

heavenly temple is like Moses' tabernacle and Solomon's temple, and more than likely, the new heaven, the 

new earth, and the new Jerusalem will also be constructed following a similar blueprint.  

f) With this in mind, let's consider the dimensions of the new Jerusalem. Revelation 21:16 states, "The city is laid 

out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen 

hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal." The new Jerusalem will be a perfect cube with 

each side measuring 1,500 miles. If you were to take these measurements and project them onto a map of 

the United States with the bottom right corner of the cube in Jacksonville, Florida, and you were then to get 

into a commercial airline and fly the exterior border of the cube, this would be your itinerary. You would 

leave Jacksonville, Florida and fly five hours north to Toronto, Canada. From there you would fly another five 

hours west to the center of South Dakota. Leaving South Dakota and flying south, you would arrive in San 

Antonio, Texas five hours later. And finally, travelling back to your original destination of Jacksonville, 

Florida, it would take you another five hours. In total, it would take you 20 hours to traverse the 1,500 mile 

cube. Now that is a massive city! Just so my African friends can relate, if you were to put the bottom right of 

the cube in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, the top right of the cube would be somewhere in the middle of 

Ethiopia, the top left of the cube near the border of Chad and the Central African Republic, and the bottom 

left of the cube near the border of Congo and Angola. 

g) Now let's consider the height of the city. Commercial airlines fly at about 37,000 feet, which is approximately 

7 miles high. The height of the new Jerusalem would be over 200 times higher than this. So you would have 

to get into some type of a spaceship to travel to the top of this city! 

h) What's even more amazing than the vast dimensions of this city is what these cubic measurements point to. 

The holy of holies in Moses' tabernacle was a perfect cube that measured 10 cubits wide by 10 cubits long by 

10 cubits high.9 In similar way, the holy of holies in Solomon's temple was also a perfect cube of 20 cubits 

wide by 20 cubits long by 20 cubits high (1 Kings 6:20). Seeing that God's pattern has always been to have 

the holy of holies shaped as a cube and that the dimensions of the new Jerusalem will also form a cube, it is 

appears that the entire city of the new Jerusalem is the holy of holies of the new heaven and the new earth. 

This is confirmed by the fact that both God the Father and God the Son will dwell in this city, where His 

bondservants will minister to Him as priests. Perhaps the reason why this holy-of-holies city is so vast is 

because of the intensity of God's glory from His unveiled face. Maybe this was the smallest He could make 

the city without it bursting at the seams from the concentrated radiance of His glorious and beautiful face. 

i) So back to our original question of what does it mean to have the new Jerusalem branded upon us? It means 

that only those who overcome what Jesus specified in Revelation 2-3 will be allowed to dwell in this eternal 

city. I know this statement might be shocking news to you, especially if you have never heard of this concept. 

But when you carefully examine the Bible, this certainly appears to be what the Scriptures teach. Let's spend 

some time now looking at several reasons why only the overcomers will dwell in the new Jerusalem. 

XI. Five Reasons Why Only the Overcomers Will Dwell in the New Jerusalem 

1. The promise of the new Jerusalem is only made to the overcomers. 

Revelation 2-3 makes it clear that the overcomers will posses rewards that other born-again believers who 

didn't pay the price to overcome won't receive. These include eating from the tree of life, being crowned 

with the crown of life, partaking of the hidden manna in the holy of holies, receiving a white stone with a 

new name written on it, having authority on earth and in the heavens, being clothed in white wedding 

garments, being marked as God's inheritance and His priest, and sitting down on the throne to rule the 

nations in partnership with Christ. Seeing the distinction between the overcomers and the non-overcomers 

and that Jesus specifically said that the overcomers in Philadelphia would be marked for the new Jerusalem, 

it certainly appears that only the overcomers will dwell in the new Jerusalem for the endless ages of eternity. 

2. Only God's bondservants are worshiping before the throne in the new Jerusalem. 
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Only the overcomers will minister to the Lord face-to-face in the new Jerusalem. We know this because John 

specifically described these holy-of-holies worshipers as having "His name...on their foreheads," which aligns 

with the promise Jesus made to the overcomers in Philadelphia (Rev. 22:4). Seeing this, consider also that 

John referred to these overcomers as the "bonds-servants" of the Lord (Rev. 22:3).  

To claim that every born-again believer is automatically a bondservant of the Lord is an untenable position 

when you examine bondservants in the Bible. For instance, under the Mosaic Law, a slave was liberated from 

the yoke of slavery after serving for six years (Exod. 21:2). At this time, the slave could choose freedom or to 

be a slave for life if he loved his master deeply (Exod. 21:5-6). With this in mind, bondservants of the Lord are 

those who have been liberated from the penalty and power of sin, but rather than living for themselves, they 

voluntarily submit their entire life to obeying their Master, the Lord Jesus Christ. Bondservants are people of 

the cross who have been crucified to the world and the world crucified to them (Gal. 6:14). Bondservants are 

also committed to radical obedience and absolute submission to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. One of the 

best descriptions of a bondservant is that they "follow the Lamb wherever He goes" (Rev. 14:4). Their life is His 

life. This certainly does not describe most born-again believers today, but it does characterize the 

overcomers, for these men and women are truly bondservants of the Lord who have so resigned their will to 

the cross that radical obedience to the Word and to the voice of God defines who they are and how they live. 

3. It is impossible to separate the new Jerusalem from the bride of Christ. 

John said, "I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride 

adorned for her husband" (Rev. 21:2). Even though this city is a literal city, it is almost impossible to separate 

it from the people who make up this city, the worthy bride of the Lamb. You can think of this city as the 

Lord's wedding gift to His bride. Robert Thomas in his commentary on Revelation wrote, "The figure of a 

bride-city captures two characteristics of the new Jerusalem: God’s personal relationship with His people (i.e., 

the bride) and the life of the people in communion with Him (i.e., the city, with its social connotations)."10 In 

other words, the social-life of this bridal city flows out of deep love, including God's love for God, God's love 

for the bride, the bride's love for God, and the bride's love for one another. The people who make up the 

bride and the people who make up the city are the same people. It's simply impossible to separate the new 

Jerusalem from the bride of Christ. And, as you have seen throughout this class, every believer has been 

betrothed to Jesus as a bride, but not every believer will make themselves ready to be His eternal wife (2 Cor. 

11:2; Rev. 19:7-8). Numerous other Scriptures confirm that not every born-again believer will make 

themselves ready to be the wife of the Lamb, including the parable of the marriage feast, the parable of the 

ten virgins, and Jesus' words to Sardis and Laodicea (Matt. 22:1-14; Matt. 25:1-13; Rev. 3:1-6,14-22). Therefore, 

only the bride who has made herself ready will dwell in this bridal city, the new Jerusalem. 

4. After close examination of Revelation 20-22, there are clearly saved people who don't dwell in the new 

Jerusalem. 

Consider for a moment that by the time the new heaven and the new earth are created and the new 

Jerusalem comes down, all who were not born again would have already been cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 

20:11-15). With that in mind, after the new heaven and the new earth have been created and the new 

Jerusalem has come down, look at this description of the new Jerusalem: 

The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. In the 

daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed; and they will bring the glory 

and the honor of the nations into it; and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination 

and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life 

(Rev. 21:24-27). 

The point is there are born-again believers in the new earth and the new heaven who will go in and out 

of the new Jerusalem, but they will not live there. They will have access to this city because their "names 

are written in the Lamb's book of life," but the new Jerusalem is not their home. They will either live in 

the new earth or in the new heaven.   
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5. Only the overcomers dwelling in the new Jerusalem aligns with Jesus' teaching about the "outer darkness." 

Consider what Jesus taught in the parable of the talents. Jesus said that He gave talents to "his own slaves 

and entrusted his possessions to them" (Matt. 25:14). Since Jesus referred to all three slaves as "his own," this 

means that each of them were born again. Nevertheless, the unfaithful slave who buried his talent was 

escorted "hand and foot" and thrown "into the outer darkness," where "there will be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth" (Matt. 22:13). Baffled about the idea of "outer darkness" in heaven, some teachers try to explain this 

away by saying the unfaithful slave, by his actions, proved that he was not truly born again. But Jesus' own 

words destroy that argument, for He clearly called all three of them "his own slaves." Each of these slaves 

belonged to Him because they were justified by His blood and regenerated by His Spirit. Other Bible 

teachers claim that the lazy slave who buried His talent lost his salvation for His unfaithfulness. But that is not 

a very convincing argument either. Can a true believer lose their salvation for not using the gifts and talents 

God entrusted to them? Because there is not comprehensive scriptural support for this argument, I don't 

think so. 

The best way to interpret the "outer darkness" is to view it as the outer court of heaven's tabernacle. Michael 

Huber from Dallas Theological Seminary, in his article The Concept of the Outer Darkness, said, "The term 

'outer darkness' appears nowhere else in the New Testament outside of the three verses mentioned 

(Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 25:30). However, it does occur 20 times in the Septuagint version of the Bible [the 

Hebrew Old Testament translated into Greek] and it's always in relation to Ezekiel's Temple or God" (emphasis 

mine).11 Huber continued, "Most significantly, the term is used 15 times in Ezekiel to describe the Outer Court 

of the temple (10:5; 40:19-20; 41:15,17; 42:1,3,6,7,8,9; 44:19; 46:20-21). It may be noteworthy, considering the 

eschatological imagery of the subject of the parable that the dominant use of the term is in relation to the 

Millennial Temple."12  

Here is what this means in practical terms. To us twenty-first-century westerners, the term "outer darkness" is 

perplexing and unnerving. But this was not the case for Jesus' Jewish audience, who were intimately 

acquainted with the tabernacle and temple. They would have basically heard Jesus say, "Take the unfaithful 

slave who buried his talent and send him to the outer court." Jesus' Jewish audience would have 

immediately connected this statement with the outer court of the temple. Also keep in mind that the phrase 

"outer darkness" is only used in the Gospel of Matthew, a book that most Bible scholars believe was written 

primarily for a Jewish audience, confirmed by the numerous quotes of Old Testament prophecy. In all 

likelihood, Matthew decided to use the phrase "outer darkness" three times in his gospel because he knew 

that his Jewish audience would understand its meaning without further explanation. 

In the parable of the marriage feast, Jesus also taught about the "outer darkness," saying that the man who 

was not dressed in wedding garments, which we know are the bridal and priestly garments of fine linen, 

would be thrown "into the outer darkness" where "there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth" (Matt. 

22:13). Now put yourself in the Jewish audience when Jesus told this parable. Knowing what we now know 

about the Zadok priesthood, the priestly garments of fine linen, and the outer darkness as a synonymous 

term for the outer court of the temple, can you see the clear statement that Jesus was making? He was 

basically saying, "Those who are justified but not sanctified will be saved, but they will spend eternity in the 

outer court of heaven's tabernacle."  

Not only must the bride make her own wedding dress, but in so doing, she is also making her priestly 

garments that are mandatory for holy-of-holies ministry to the Lord. All who neglect this vital requirement 

for priestly ministry will not be allowed into the throne-room to minister to the Lord. They will be like the 

unfaithful Levitical priesthood from Ezekiel 44, who are allowed to minister to the people in the outer court, 

but are unable to minister to the Lord in the holy of holies. Only the spiritual sons of Zadok, who remain 

faithful to the Lord, who overcome what Jesus stipulated in Revelation 2-3, and who work out the salvation 

in their spirit into their heart and soul, will have the priestly garments of fine linen that grants them 

admittance into the holy of holies for all eternity. 

With everything considered, the overcomers will dwell in the holy of holies of the new heaven and new 

earth, which is the new Jerusalem. Those who don't overcome will be still be saved, but they will be 
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relegated to the outer court for all eternity. That is one reason why both Jesus and the author of Hebrews 

exhorted us to pursue holiness, for without it, we will not see the face of the Lord (Matt. 5:8; Heb. 12:14). 

 

                                                           
1 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for krateō (Strong's 2902), Thayer's Greek Lexicon". Blue Letter Bible. 1996-2012. See 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=2902&t=NASB, referenced on 1/26/2016. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for Tsadowq (Strong's H6659), Outline of Biblical Usage". Blue Letter Bible. 1996-2012. See 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H6659&t=NASB, referenced on 1/27/2016. 
5 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for melek (Strong's H4428), Outline of Biblical Usage". Blue Letter Bible. 1996-2012. See 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H4428&t=NASB, referenced on 1/27/2016. 
6 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for tsedeq (Strong's H6664), Outline of Biblical Usage". Blue Letter Bible. 1996-2012. See 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H6664&t=NASB, referenced on 1/27/2016. 
7 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for latreuō (Strong's G3000), Outline of Biblical Usage". Blue Letter Bible. 1996-2012. See 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs= G3000&t=NASB, referenced on 1/28/2016. 
8 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for pheugō (Strong's G5343), Outline of Biblical Usage". Blue Letter Bible. 1996-2012. See 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs= G5343&t=NASB, referenced on 1/29/2016. 
9 http://www.heraldmag.org/2002/02nd_5.htm, referenced on 1/29/2016. 
10 Robert Thomas, Revelation 8-22, An Exegetical Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1995), p. 119.  
11 Quoted in Chuck and Nancy Missler, The Kingdom, Power, and Glory (Coeur d' Alene, ID: The King's High Way Ministries, 2007), p. 146. 
12 Ibid. 


