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I. Introduction to the Book of Revelation 

a) Revelation 1:3 states, "Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the 
things which are written in it; for the time is near." 

b) God promises to bless us beyond measure if we read, hear, and heed the prophetic message contained in 
the book of Revelation.  

c) When most people think about the book of Revelation, they are filled with feelings of fear, anxiety, and 
confusion, which leads to avoiding the book all together. To them, the book of Revelation is only a mystical, 
symbolic book that no one can possibly understand, littered with dreadful symbolism such as a grotesque 
dragon, terrifying demons, a seductive harlot, destructive asteroids hitting the earth, incomprehensible 
torment and punishment for unbelievers, and an existential world war that will annihilate half the 
population. Unfortunately, because much of mainstream church considers this book too controversial and 
too challenging to interpret, the book of Revelation has been deemed an irrelevant and even weird part of 
the Bible reserved for the fanatical and unbalanced Christian. 

d) While the book of Revelation is definitely intense, contains some challenging to interpret symbolism, and 
foretells of difficult days ahead, it is the most beautiful revelation of who Jesus is, who He is calling His bride 
to be, what He is commissioning her to do, and how God's kingdom will come to the earth in fullness at the 
end of the age.  

e) The book begins with this beautiful statement: "The Revelation of Jesus Christ" (Rev. 1:1). Far more than just 
cataclysmic events transpiring upon the earth, the book of Revelation is the clearest picture of the beauty 
and glory of Jesus Christ and His incomprehensible invitation for His people to partner with Him in both the 
ultimate conflict of the ages and the establishment of the kingdom of God upon the earth. 

f) The book of Revelation is a critical part of the Bible that the entire body of Christ in all of its denominations, 
tribes, and streams in every nation needs to fully embrace and obey, "for the time is near" (Rev. 1:1). 

g) From the time Revelation was written, it has been considered an authentic work of the apostle John, the 
beloved disciple of Jesus and author of the Gospel of John and First, Second, and Third John. The early 
church fathers, including Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, and Origen, all accepted 
the apostle John's authorship. Not until the third century was John's authorship questioned, but most 
conservative scholars believe that John the Apostle, one of Jesus' closest friends, wrote the book of 
Revelation. 

h) Because John was a faithful witness of Jesus Christ and the Word of God, Roman authorities exiled him to the 
isle of Patmos, which was a small, rocky Greek island in the Aegean Sea reserved for criminals of the state. 
Though some debate exists about when the book of Revelation was written, many scholars believe there is 
ample evidence that John wrote this sometime between 95-96 A.D. during the reign of Domitian. 

II. Jesus' Seven Messages to Seven Churches 

a) After the introduction of the book, Jesus addressed seven real churches in the Roman province of Asia Minor 
(modern-day Turkey) in Revelation 2-3.  

b) Jesus' purpose in these seven messages was to move the church beyond initial salvation into the eternal 
purpose that has forever burned in the heart of God. This eternal purpose is for the Father to have many sons 
who are an exact representation of Christ and for the Son to have an equally-yoked bride who will partner 
with Him to establish the kingdom of God upon the earth.  
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c) Though many other churches existed at the time, Jesus strategically chose these seven churches because of 
their cultural significance, their importance in the community, their proximity to one another, and because 
they were important trade and communication centers.  

d) Most importantly, Jesus chose these seven churches because their unique cultural situation and challenge 
was similar to the struggle that most believers would face in the centuries leading to His return. The seven 
issues that Jesus addressed are the core challenges that most believers faced then and today.  

e) Jesus' seven messages are not isolated messages to seven different churches. They are a coherent message 
to the entire church—the church in the first century, the church throughout history, and the church today. 
Jesus handpicked these seven churches to call all of His people to overcome cold love, apostasy, the 
influence of false teachers and false prophets, compromise, lawlessness, apathy, and self-satisfaction. These 
strategic messages were intended to instill a rock-solid, persevering faith in His people, resulting in faithful 
obedience to His voice and His Word until the end. 

f) Given that these messages are one coherent message, Jesus' intention was not for us to overcome in two of 
the seven areas or in five of the seven areas. Jesus is looking for us to overcome in all seven areas that He 
identified if we are to share in the eternal rewards that He offers. For example, if we overcome losing our first 
love but are overcome by the influence of Jezebel, then we will not share in the eternal rewards that Jesus 
offers in Revelation 2-3.  

g) Jesus' invitation is an all-or-nothing challenge for us to overcome in every area of compromise if we want to 
share in the eternal rewards enumerated in Revelation 2-3. This all-or-nothing invitation is a unique calling 
that Paul termed "the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" and is the eternal purpose of creation (Phil. 3:14, 
KJV).  

h) In each of the seven messages, Jesus used the following structure. He: 

• Revealed a particular characteristic of who He is; 

• Commended the church for their good works; 

• Corrected them in the area where they had compromised; 

• Exhorted them to overcome in their struggle; 

• Promised eternal rewards to those who overcame. 

III. The High Calling of God in Christ Jesus 

a) Toward the end of his life, Paul revealed a unique calling that was available to every believer, which he 
identified as "the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:14, KJV). Though all believers are invited to 
pursue this high calling, it not automatically given to us just because we believe in Jesus Christ.  

b) Though Paul didn't state many of the details of this calling, Jesus revealed the specifics of it in His seven 
messages to the churches of Asia Minor. After carefully studying the promises that Jesus offers to those who 
overcome, I have identified 17 unique eternal rewards in Revelation 2-3. Most of these rewards can be 
categorized as eternal glory, eternal authority, and eternal intimacy. We will review the specifics of these 
rewards throughout this class. 

c) These eternal rewards are the job description of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus and can be 
summarized as the Father having many sons who are an exact representation of Christ and the Son having 
an equally-yoked bride who will partner with Him during the Millennial Kingdom and throughout eternity. In 
Revelation 2-3, Jesus invites us to become the inheritance of the Father as an overcoming son and to 
become His inheritance as a worthy bride who will rule and reign with Him forever. 

d) This calling begins at the second coming of Christ, is established during the Millennial reign of Christ, and 
then extends into eternity when the new city Jerusalem comes down to the new earth (Rev. 21:1-2). 
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e) Because this invitation is so amazingly good—so good that all the languages of the world could not even 
come close to articulating how incredible it really is—the only acceptable response is to give our all. This 
invitation demands that we must pursue it with everything that we are and all that we have. Our best time, 
energy, and resources must be directed to pursuing this call if we want to be qualified for it.  

f) A great tragedy in the church today is that so many of God's people are pursuing a destiny that involves a 
bigger and better version of themselves—more influence, more money, more knowledge, more 
opportunities, more success, more glory—rather than a God-centered destiny rooted in God's eternal 
purpose. What started as an innocent desire to build a growing church, lead many into deeper expressions of 
worship, become a best-selling author that influences nations, or make millions for the kingdom, over time, 
became the platform that made the minister prosperous and famous. Tragically, many leaders have 
exchanged a destiny rooted in God's eternal purpose for a self-centered destiny that is all about their brand 
and bank account. 

g) Just as tragic is the believer with such an incomprehensible eternal destiny and inheritance living without a 
vision of God's eternal purpose for them. Undoubtedly, this is why many are overcome with hopelessness, 
despair, or the drive to constantly gratify the cravings of their flesh. Like Esau, who forfeited his birthright for 
a pot of stew, so many believers have sold their birthright (the high calling of God) for fleshly indulgences, 
bitterness, materialism, influence, and fame. 

h) Jesus' message to the seven churches is intended to redirect our focus away from the temporary—away 
from a self-centered destiny, bitterness, lust, materialism, and pride—to the eternal, which is becoming the 
inheritance of God and sharing in the inheritance of God.  

IV. Overcoming the Influence of Culture 

a) Over the past twenty years, there has been so much discussion in the body of Christ about the need to be 
culturally relevant. Since the body of Christ can quickly fossilize through dead religion and manmade 
traditions, much of this teaching has resulted in great improvements in our ability to reach the unchurched.  

b) For the most part, the emphasis on being culturally relevant has had a tremendous impact in the way many 
churches design their buildings and services, communicate, create new music, and reach out to the lost. 
Church atmospheres are now more inviting, the music is more inspiring, and the messages more relevant. 

c) Though this move toward being culturally relevant is positive, hardly any of these same voices have called 
the church to overcome the influence of culture—which is one of the main things that Jesus addressed in 
Revelation 2-3. The seven churches throughout Asia Minor were heavily influenced by the behaviors, beliefs, 
and values of their surrounding community and for these believers to overcome, as Jesus exhorted, they 
would not only have to overcome the particular struggle that the Lord identified, but also the cultural 
influence that was inspiring it. 

d) For example, the believers in Ephesus had lost their first love due to the busyness of doing ministry in the 
fast-paced metropolis of Ephesus. The believers in affluent Laodicea had become lukewarm in their passion 
for Jesus because the prosperity of the city made them self-reliant and in need of nothing. The believers in 
Thyatira were seduced into idolatry and immorality by the culturally accepted trade guilds of the city, which 
pressured people to pay homage to idols and to participate in drunken orgies in exchange for favorable 
business opportunities. The believers in Sardis—like the city which was at onetime wealthy and virtually 
unconquerable due to its location on a high hill—gloried in its past reputation rather than doing the works 
that God was currently calling them to do. 

e) The point is that the culture in which we live—with all the generally accepted behaviors, beliefs, values, work 
schedules, fashion, manners, jokes, celebrations, food, and forms of entertainment and recreation—can 
easily shape the way we live the Christian life. And without realizing it, when the values of our surrounding 
culture replace the values of the kingdom, we fall prey to great deception and compromise. That is why 
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Jesus exhorted these seven churches—and us today—to live by the culture of the kingdom rather than the 
culture of our city or nation. 

f) Think of the way this affects us today. America, for example, is a very busy, materialistic, and entertainment-
driven culture. Undoubtedly, the values of America have crept into the American church and most believers 
are too busy to seek the Lord, to spend time in the Word, and to pray. To survive in our materialistic culture, 
we have to work 50 to 60 hours a week just to survive. Furthermore, the entertainment-driven culture of 
America has persuaded many American churches to focus on creating better events rather than raising up 
disciples. Many American church services today are nothing more than religious entertainment with well-
performed music, a motivational message, and the lighting and sound that rivals secular concerts. In our 
effort to become culturally relevant, we have become kingdom irrelevant. Unfortunately, most American 
believers would have major culture shock if the culture of the kingdom was truly embraced in a church!  

V. The Importance of Repentance 

a) In this watered-down era of Western Christianity, "repentance" is hardly mentioned anymore. Some 
prominent leaders even teach that repentance is unnecessary because of the finished work of the cross.  

b) Undoubtedly, part of the distaste that many believers feel toward "repentance" is because of spiritual abuse 
or preachers speaking with an angry tone and using harsh language that makes people feel guilty and 
ashamed. Some, after a steady diet of condemning messages of how angry God is and how bad they are, 
have shunned the essential doctrine of repentance altogether and want to hear nothing about it. 

c) In spite of the unpopularity and abuses of repentance, Jesus exhorted five of the seven churches to repent 
(Rev. 2:5, 16, 21, 22; 3:3, 19).  

d) If we want to qualify for the high calling of God, if we want to become the inheritance of God and to share in 
the inheritance of God, it will absolutely require repentance—deep repentance, regular repentance, and 
even a lifestyle of repentance.  

e) Because repentance evokes such negative emotions these days, we need to take a fresh look at repentance 
and recover this precious gift. For starters, to repent means "to change one's mind for better." It is thinking 
about a particular issue, sin, struggle, or stronghold one way and then having a "paradigm shift" where you 
see it completely different. 

f) Repentance is like exchanging an addiction to sun-soaked rancid beef that makes you sick for perfectly 
cooked filet mignon. It is exchanging the inferior pleasures of sin for the superior pleasures in God. And in 
the context of Revelation 2-3, it is exchanging a mindset that leads to self-centeredness and compromise for 
a mindset that positions us to share in the 17 eternal rewards that Jesus offers us. In short, repentance is a 
great friend on our journey toward the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

VI. The Call to Overcome 

a) The call to overcome is one of the predominant themes in the book of Revelation. The Greek word translated 
overcome or overcame is nikaō (nik-ah'-o), which means to conquer absolutely, to carry off the victory, or to 
come off victorious. This definition indicates that there is some type of struggle one engages in and endures 
through on the road to victory. 

b) The Greek word nikaō is used seventeen times in the book of Revelation. Eight times—or almost half the 
time—this word is used to call believers to overcome some type of struggle, entanglement, sin, or area of 
compromise. For example, this word is used to call believers to overcome losing their first love, the works of 
Jezebel, apathy, and self-satisfaction (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21; 21:7).  

c) In four instances, this word is used to show that someone has overcome. For example, Jesus overcame, sat 
down on His Father’s throne, and received the right to break the seven-sealed scroll (Rev. 3:21; 5:5). In the 
future, the saints will overcome the dragon by the blood of the Lamb, the word of their testimony, and by 
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not loving their lives unto death (Rev. 12:11). They will also overcome the Antichrist and the dragon through 
martyrdom and will worship God on the sea of glass (Rev. 15:2).  

d) In each case, there is one thing that stands out—overcomers do not love their own lives. They love God more 
than they love themselves. They want to do the will of God more than they want comfort, honor, fame, and 
fortune. They want to please God more than they want to gratify their flesh.  

e) Overcomers are people of humility and meekness who have learned to take up their cross and follow Jesus. 
They endure through tribulations and trials without quitting. They do not tolerate the works of darkness and 
will die for the cause of Christ if necessary. They stay awake, alert, and remain on fire for God by resisting all 
forms of complacency. 

f) The call to overcome is a call to every believer to prevail over the enemy through aggressive determination 
and spiritual violence (Matt. 11:12). It is a call to defeat, conquer, subdue, and vanquish everything that 
stands in the way of God’s highest and best. 

g) The call to overcome is an invitation to posses our full eternal inheritance which is freely offered to us 
through the blood of Jesus. 

h) To rightly interpret Jesus' messages to the seven churches, one of the most important questions that must 
be answered is who are the overcomers? This question is hotly debated and three main views exist: 1) The All 
Believers View; 2) The Loss of Salvation View; and 3) The Eternal Rewards View. 

VII. View #1: The All Believers View 

a) This view is best summarized by George Zeller, an associate pastor at Middletown Bible Church in 
Connecticut. Answering the question about who the overcomers are from Revelation 2-3, he wrote, "Who is 
the overcomer? This is answered in 1 John 5:4,5....According to these verses every born again believer is an 
overcomer. Why is this true? It is because the Lord Jesus is THE OVERCOMER and we are trusting and resting 
in His perfect victory (compare John 16:33). How can a person be joined to Jesus Christ and be in perfect 
union with Him, and not be a victor?"1 

b) Zeller goes on to say, "Romans 8:37 is an excellent 'overcomer' verse because it teaches that every believer is 
'more than an overcomer,' indeed he is a 'super-overcomer' (literal rendering of Greek). The 'we' of verse 37 
refers to every true believer (those who have been predestinated, called, justified, glorified—v.29-30)....We 
are not just overcomers, we are more than overcomers! We are not just victors, we are more than victors! 
How could anyone say, in light of this, that some believers are not overcomers? No believer is less than an 
overcomer, all believers are 'more than overcomers'! Ours is an overwhelming victory!"2 

c) To summarize this view, many people believe that every born-again believer, at the very moment they put 
their faith in Jesus Christ and believe that He is truly the Son of God, automatically become one of the 
overcomers that Jesus called for in Revelation 2-3. Faith in Jesus rather than faithfulness to Him is 
emphasized in this position. That means the spiritually mature and the immature are equally overcomers 
because they are in Christ and Christ is the overcomer. So, all the rewards in Revelation 2-3 are automatically 
and fully given to all believers as part of the package of receiving eternal life.  

d) This view is built around three passages of Scripture: 1 John 4:1-6; 1 John 5:1-5; and Romans 8:31-39. Because 
this question determines how we interpret Revelation 2-3, let's spend some time looking at these passages 
of Scripture to see whether or not believers are automatically the overcomers that Jesus called for in 
Revelation 2-3. 

e) Let's look first at the two passages in 1 John. Anyone who has ever studied 1 John realizes that one of the 
primary reasons he wrote this book was to address the growing threat of Gnosticism that was gaining 
influence in the church. Gnosticism taught that matter is inherently evil; therefore, it is inconceivable that a 
righteous divine being could possibly take on wicked human flesh. This idea resulted in a teaching that 
distinguished between the man Jesus and the spiritual Christ who came upon Jesus at His baptism but 
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departed before His crucifixion. Because of this heresy, Gnosticism denied the incarnation of Jesus Christ and 
taught that Jesus was not the divine, eternal, uncreated Son of God. This behind scenes look at John's day 
makes interpreting 1 John 4:1-6 and 1 John 5:1-5 much easier.  

f) Consider what John wrote in 1 John 4:2-4: "By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; 
this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 
You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who 
is in the world." 

g) The idea here is that all believers have overcome the false teachers and false prophets of Gnosticism—or any 
other heresy and false religion—that denies the deity of Jesus Christ and repudiates the incarnation. The 
spirit of antichrist inspires such teaching and all true believers who have a revelation that Jesus is the divine, 
uncreated, eternal Son who has come in the flesh have overcome the spirit of antichrist and the false 
teachers. 

h) Now look at what John wrote in 1 John 5:4-5. Keep in mind that what John wrote in the previous chapter is 
still fresh on his mind. He said, "For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that 
has overcome the world—our faith. Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God?"  

i) Notice very carefully that John doesn't say that every born-again believer has overcome every single struggle 
and obstacle. He says clearly that we have overcome the world by faith. Our faith is obviously our belief that 
Jesus Christ is God's uncreated and eternal Son who came in the flesh and became a Man, fully divine and 
fully human. And this belief has overcome the world. But in the context of 1 John 4-5, what is the world?  

j) To answer this question, look at what John says: "Every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this 
is the spirit of antichrist, of which...now it is already in the world....They [the false teachers and the false 
prophets] are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them....For 
whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 
Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God" (1 John 4:3-5; 
5:4-5). 

k) In context, the "world" is the worldview promoted by the false teachers and the false prophets influenced by 
the spirit of antichrist that denies the deity of Jesus Christ and rejects the incarnation. Our faith is what 
overcomes this worldview, but it doesn't mean that we have automatically overcome every issue we will ever 
face, especially the issues that Jesus addressed in Revelation 2-3. 

l) So the idea that all believers are automatically overcomers because of our faith in Jesus Christ does not 
consider the context of 1 John, the influence of Gnosticism, and the heresy that John said that our faith 
overcomes. Clearly, John was not making a blanket statement that all believers are automatically overcomers 
in every struggle because they believe Jesus is the Son of God. The context of 1 John 4-5 makes this 
absolutely clear. 

m) The next text to consider is Romans 8:31-39. In this section of Scripture, Paul specifically said, "But in all these 
things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us" (Rom. 8:37). Like Zeller said, the literal 
rendering of the Greek can mean a "super-overcomer." Yet those who purport that all believers automatically 
overcome every struggle don't consider the tense of this verse. Paul did not say, "We have overwhelmingly 
conquered"—as in it is finished and done; therefore, we are already the overcomers in Revelation 2-3. Rather, 
he used the present tense, implying that because of Christ's deep love for us and by His power at work in us, 
we have the potential to overcome any and all struggles that we might face. Paul did not teach that 
overcoming was automatic but that it was possible because of the love of God and the power of the 
indwelling Spirit.  
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n) Let's just assume for a minute that all believers are automatically overcomers. If that was the case, then just 
who is Jesus addressing in Revelation 2-3. It can't be believers because they have already overcome all the 
issues that Jesus addressed because of their faith in Him. So I guess it would have to be unbelievers, right? 
But this doesn't make any sense at all. Why would Jesus tell unbelievers to return to the first love? Have you 
ever met an unbeliever who at one time loved Jesus as their first love? Absolutely not! Or why would Jesus 
rebuke an unbeliever for being lukewarm toward Him? Until the Spirit of God dwells in the heart of a person 
they are naturally cold toward Jesus—not lukewarm. 

o) The All Believers View does not stand the test of the Scriptures commonly used to validate this claim nor does 
it make any sense when considering the context of Revelation 2-3. 

VIII. View #2: The Loss of Salvation View 

a) Not nearly as prominent as the previous view, The Loss of Salvation View teaches that believers in Revelation 
2-3 are being exhorted to faithfulness so that they won't lose their salvation. In this view, overcoming is 
synonymous with eternal salvation and failing to overcome means that one loses their salvation and spends 
eternity in the lake of fire. 

b) Based upon this view, if we failed to overcome all spiritual immaturity and we had any area of compromise in 
our life, we would forfeit our salvation. That means only the mature believers would be saved. 

c) This view believes that the Christians at Ephesus, who were working hard to spread the gospel throughout 
their city and region, but who lost their first love because they put ministry above devotion to Jesus, would 
spend eternity in hell if they died before renewing their first love. Or the believers at Laodicea, who had 
grown self-sufficient and lukewarm due to their prosperity, would lose their salvation if they did not 
overcome their self-satisfaction and burn with fiery passion for Jesus Christ before they died.  

d) The Loss of Salvation View teaches that though believers receive the free gift of salvation by faith in Jesus' 
finished work on the cross, unless they maintain it by their faithfulness, they will lose it and go to hell. In this 
view, perseverance is the main component that keeps us saved. 

e) The major problem with The Loss of Salvation View is that it undermines the gospel that Paul clearly taught in 
his epistles. Paul taught that we are born again by faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross 
before we do any good works or obey any of God's commands. Known as justification by faith, we are 
pronounced innocent and righteous before the Supreme Court of Heaven because the perfect righteousness 
of Christ is imputed to our account. That means all the guilt, shame, and condemnation that held us in 
bondage has been broken! Furthermore, the Spirit of God has caused us to be born again—which means 
that we have received a new righteous spirit, a new tenderized heart, and the Holy Spirit has come to dwell 
within us. In summary, there is no amount of righteous works that can save us or keep us saved; only God 
can save us and keep us saved as we put our faith in Him. 

f) In summary, salvation is something that we obtain in our spirit when we are born again; it is not something 
that we have to maintain by good works.  

IX. View #3: The Eternal Rewards View 

a) The Eternal Rewards View is what this class is based upon and it rightly teaches that every believer must 
overcome the seven issues that Jesus highlighted if they want to receive the 17 eternal rewards listed in 
Revelation 2-3. This view teaches that believers are not automatically overcomers because of their faith in 
Jesus Christ, but by their lifelong faithfulness to Him. That is, in cooperation with the grace of God, 
overcomers are those who work, fight, and persevere so that they can fully obey God's Word and voice. Only 
those who mature by faithful and steady obedience will be qualified for the high calling of God described by 
the eternal rewards in Revelation 2-3.  

b) Jesus' messages to the seven churches is not about our eternal destination—where we will spend eternity—
but our eternal destiny—how we will spend eternity. At stake is not our eternal salvation, for the salvation of 
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our spirit has already been settled. The crux of these messages is the salvation of our soul—will we become 
like Christ in our thoughts, emotions, choices, desires, and motivations?  

c) The Eternal Rewards View rightly teaches that Jesus is exhorting us to overcome areas of unfaithfulness and 
compromise, not so that we can stay saved, but so that we can work out our salvation into our soul, become 
Christ-like, and be qualified to partake of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus as mature sons of God and 
the wife of the Lamb.  

d) To overcome means to walk in spiritual maturity, to be consistent in our obedience, and to be faithful until 
death in both our small and large assignments. To overcome means that we develop a love for Jesus that is 
so deep that we actually love Him more than we love ourselves. To overcome means that we cultivate a 
radical love for the truth of God's Word, that we fully embrace the cross, and that we allow the Holy Spirit to 
put our self-life to death.  

e) As we overcome every area of unfaithfulness by persevering in obedience until the end, we will be in 
position to receive the 17 eternal rewards that Jesus offered the overcomers and to partake of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

f) Mike Bickle said that The Eternal Rewards View "rightly teaches that the rewards in Revelation 2-3 are given in 
different degrees according to one’s faithfulness in loving and obeying Jesus. Rewards are given in addition 
to the free gift of eternal life. Jesus is speaking to churches. The issue of salvation is already settled; the issue 
in focus is the particular areas of unfaithfulness that Jesus emphasized in their lives. Not all Christians 
overcome the specific unfaithfulness Jesus highlights."3 

X. Be A Good Berean 

a) As we go forward in this class, it will be critical to have an open mind, a humble heart, and a diligent desire to 
search the Scriptures to validate whether or not what is taught is true. Please don't just accept everything 
that is said without examining the Scriptures to see if it aligns with the full council of God's Word. Take 
everything back to the Word, pray it through, meditate upon it, and ask the Lord for greater insight. After 
you have done this, then hold fast to what you believe is the truth. 

b) Though the big picture of what Jesus taught is clear, there is undoubtedly some God-designed ambiguity 
that can only be understood by a spirit of wisdom and revelation. Stay balanced between being teachable 
and prayerful so that you may know the exact truth. Don't be so open minded that your brain falls out and 
don't be so analytical that you reason away revelation. Be like the Bereans in Acts 17 who "received the word 
with great eagerness" but who later examined "the Scriptures daily to see whether" the teaching was true 
(Act 17:10-11). 

c) I've studied this topic in-depth for over 20 years and there is definitely a lot of tension between different 
verses in Revelation 2-3 with other texts of Scripture. I have found that it is like putting together a puzzle. It is 
easier if you put the border pieces together before you assemble the interior pieces. It is also imperative that 
you don't try to force a piece of the puzzle to fit. Every piece will fit perfectly into its proper place as the 
tension is worked through and resolved. That is why I encourage you, if you hear  something new or 
something that contradicts what you believe is true, don't immediately reject it. Seek the truth. Pray it 
through. 

d) At the end of the day, the only thing that matters is that our interpretation is what Jesus meant when He 
spoke these words. His intended meaning is the basis for how He will judge and reward us. Therefore, it is 
imperative that we get the right interpretation. 

                                                           
1 See http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/doctrine/hodges.pdf, pg. 12, referenced on November 5, 2015.  
2 Ibid, pg. 13. 
3 http://www.mikebickle.org.edgesuite.net/MikeBickleVOD/2014/20140307_The_Seven_Churches-
called_to_Overcome_BOR04_additional_study_notes.pdf, pg. 3, referenced on November 5, 2015. 


