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8 

The Gift of Tongues 

The Gift of Tongues Is Important 
 

1. Receiving the gift of tongues has had a very signifi-

cant impact on my life.  

 

• The gift of tongues has revolutionized my walk with 

the Lord—especially my devotional life and teaching 

ministry.  

• Since I received the gift of tongues in 1991, I can 

say with full assurance that it has been an extremely 

powerful tool. God has used this gift to equip and 

empower me.  

• After receiving the impartation of this gift, I did not 

see any sudden changes. Even though there were no 

bells and whistles when I received it, it has been a 

great blessing to me.  

• I had heard many testimonies of people when they 

first received their gift of tongues. Some shared 

about waves of love engulfing them. Others shared 

of seeing visions. And others said they were so over-

whelmed by the Holy Spirit that they could not even 

stand.  

• In my case, none of this happened. It felt very good 

to release my spiritual language for the first time, 

This session covers: 

 

• What is the gift of tongues and what is its purpose 

• Whether this gift is controllable and available to everyone 

• Whether tongues is the only evidence of the baptism of the 

Holy Spirit 

 

This session corresponds to: 

 

• Session 8 of Learning to Hear God’s Voice CDs  
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but I didn’t see visions or hear anything from the Lord. However, over 

time, receiving the gift of tongues has had a very significant impact on 

my life.  

 

2. The gift of tongues has given me greater revelation. 

 

• Though I have been positively affected in many ways by the gift of 

tongues, the greatest change came in the area of “revelation.”  

• When I say revelation, I mean God’s unveiling of the Bible to me. My 

gift of tongues has given me much greater insight into the Word of 

God.  

• Many truths of the Bible are easy to understand. We can grasp truths 

such as tithing, forgiveness, and repentance just by reading the Bible.  

• However, there are other truths in the Bible that are mysteries. These 

truths must be unveiled. They are hidden as buried treasures, and it is 

our responsibility to find them and dig them out. By excavating these 

precious gems, we gain true knowledge and understanding.  

• Receiving the gift of tongues opened up revelation and understanding 

of the Bible at an entirely new level. It brought me into the Scriptures 

in a much deeper way. I began to comprehend some of the mysteries 

that I had been blind to—even after years of studying.  

 

3. The gift of tongues is a powerful but misunderstood gift. 

 

• The gift of tongues, also known as the prayer language, is one of the 

most misunderstood and controversial practices in the Church. It has 

created much confusion and disagreement.  

• Because of this dissension, many people without the gift of tongues 

don’t really want it.  In addition, many people with the gift of tongues 

don’t really understand the purpose of it.  

• With this in mind, I will discuss the gift of tongues in this session. I 

will deal with some issues related to the gift of tongues that often cre-

ate fear and misunderstanding.  

• My desire is to diffuse the lies that keep the Body of Christ from oper-

ating in this powerful gift.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now let’s look at five commonly asked questions about 

the gift of tongues. The answers to these questions will 

help you understand and use the gift of tongues on a 

regular basis. 
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1. What Is the Gift of Tongues? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. The gift of tongues is a form of spiritual communication with God. 

 

• When we pray in tongues, we are communicating with God on a spirit-

to-Spirit basis.  

• The words we speak are deeper than our native language—they are 

spiritual words. Paul said that the Holy Spirit prays through us with 

“groanings too deep for words” (Rom. 8:26).  

• Praying in the spirit is a form of communication that transcends hu-

man words. It is at a much deeper level. This form of talking with God 

binds our spirit together with God’s.  

• Notice what Paul said about this: “For one who speaks in a tongue 

does not speak to men but to God; for no one understands, but in his 

spirit he speaks mysteries” (1 Cor. 14:2).  

• When we pray in tongues, we speak directly to God.  

 

2. The gift of tongues originates in our spirit. 

 

• When we are born-again, the Holy Spirit comes to reside in us. The 

Holy Spirit causes our spirit-man to come alive. Note Romans 8:9-11: 

 

However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the 

Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the 

Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. If Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive 

because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised 

Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus 

from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 

His Spirit who dwells in you.  

 

• As a born-again, baptized in the Holy Spirit believer, God has ener-

gized my spirit. Therefore, when I pray in tongues, I am speaking a 

spiritual language that originates in my inner man and is empowered 

by the Holy Spirit.  

• Note 1 Corinthians 14:15: “For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, 

but my mind is unfruitful.”  

• The gift of tongues is our spirit language, given as a gift by God.  

 

 

 

The gift of tongues is a form of spiritual communication with God 

that originates in our spirit, is controlled by our will, is directed by 

the Holy Spirit, is normally unknown to the speaker, and leads to 

our edification. 
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3. The gift of tongues is controlled by our will. 

 

• We have control over the gift of tongues. In 1 Corinthians 14:15-19, 

Paul explains this concept to us. Notice what he says: 

 

What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will 

pray with the mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will 

sing with the mind also. Otherwise if you bless in the spirit 

only, how will the one who fills the place of the ungifted say 

the “Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he does not know 

what you are saying? For you are giving thanks well enough, 

but the other person is not edified. I thank God, I speak in 

tongues more than you all; however, in the church I desire to 

speak five words with my mind so that I may instruct others 

also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue.  

 

• We decide when to release our gift of tongues, how loud to speak it, 

and when to stop.  

• Some people fear this gift because they think it is uncontrollable. They 

are afraid that the gift will spontaneously flow out of them at the gro-

cery store, at work, or with family members. That is not the case at 

all.  

• We have restraint over the gift of tongues. We control how and when 

to use it.  

 

4. The gift of tongues is directed by the Holy Spirit. 

 

• The Holy Spirit directs the gift of tongues. In my opinion, this is the 

most valuable aspect of the gift of tongues.  

• As we begin to speak in tongues, the Holy Spirit guides us to pray or 

speak what God desires in a certain situation.  

• When we know what we are saying, our tendency is to add our own 

thoughts or feelings into the prayer. However, when we pray in 

tongues, we yield to the Holy Spirit and allow Him to pray through us 

whatever He wishes. Notice what Paul said about this: 

 

In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do 

not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself in-

tercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He who 

searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, be-

cause He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

And we know that God causes all things to work together for 

good to those who love God, to those who are called according 

to His purpose (Rom. 8:26-28). 

 

• Many times we don’t know how to pray for a certain issue. As we use 

our gift of tongues, the Holy Spirit directs us how to pray. He prays 

through us with groanings too deep for words.  
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5. The gift of tongues is normally unknown to the speaker. 

 

• Even though the gift of tongues originates from our spirit, we normally 

do not know what we are speaking.  

• I use the word “normally” because there are rare occasions when we 

know what is said. However, far more commonly, we don’t know what 

is being spoken. Normally, the gift of tongues is an unknown tongue.  

• Paul deals with this topic extensively in 1 Corinthians 12-14. This sec-

tion of Scripture contains the most information about the gift of 

tongues in the Bible.  

• In 1 Corinthians 13:1, in the context of speaking in tongues, Paul 

writes, “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels.” This im-

plies that the gift of tongues could be either an angelic or a human 

language.  

• Sometimes when we speak in tongues, humans might be able to un-

derstand what we are saying—just like on the day of Pentecost. At 

other times, we may be speaking a language that is known to the an-

gels—issuing commands for spiritual warfare.  

• The important point here is this: The language is normally unknown to 

the speaker.  

• Paul made this clear when he wrote: “For one who speaks in a tongue 

does not speak to men but to God; for no one understands, but in his 

spirit he speaks mysteries” (1 Cor. 14:2).  

• The speaker does not understand what he is saying because He 

speaks mysteries to God.  

• Why is it so important that the language be unknown to the speaker? 

As we saw above, the gift of tongues helps us bypass our limited wis-

dom, knowledge, and understanding by allowing the Holy Spirit to 

pray through us the will of God.  

 

6. The gift of tongues leads to our edification. 

 

• Notice what Paul says about tongues and our personal edification: 

“One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself” (1 Cor. 14:4).  

• When we pray in tongues, our spirit prays while our mind is inactive. 

This puts our mind at rest—silencing the lies, anxieties, and limited 

understanding that regularly bombards us.  

• It also builds, nurtures, and strengthens our spirit.  

• In addition, this leads to our spirit-man arising above our soul and 

body, and results in increased faith and intimacy with God.  

 

 

2. Is the Gift of Tongues Available to Everyone? 
 

1. The gift of tongues is available to every born-again believer who de-

sires it.  

 

• Some have debated this position by using 1 Corinthians 12:30. It 

reads, “All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak 

with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they?”  

The Gift of Tongues     111  



112     Learning to Hear God’s Voice 

• I can hear the skeptics now, wondering how I will explain this one. 

Well, give me a moment, and I will explain why I believe this to be 

true. 

• To begin, we need to understand what Paul meant by this verse. 

Throughout 1 Corinthians 12-14, Paul made a clear distinction be-

tween the public and private use of tongues. The public use of tongues 

intended for the corporate gathering should be accompanied by an 

interpretation in order to edify the people. When someone speaks in 

tongues and an interpretation is given, it is equivalent to prophecy.  

• On the other hand, the private use of tongues is a form of spiritual 

communication with God that nurtures and strengthens the spirit of 

the one who is praying. The private use of tongues builds us up and 

activates our faith. Both expressions of tongues have different pur-

poses. 

• Summarizing my interpretation of 1 Corinthians 12-14, I have listed 

the main points below: 

 

� If one speaks in tongues for the purpose of communicating to 

the gathered assembly, there should be an interpretation. Paul 

prefers prophecy to tongues in the public forum unless there is 

an interpretation. In this case, tongues and interpretation be-

come equivalent to prophecy. 

 

� Not everyone is gifted to move in the public delivery of a 

tongues message. We do not all speak in tongues in this way, 

do we? This is the context of Paul’s statement in 1 Corinthians 

12:30. 

 

� Paul valued the gift of tongues very highly. In 1 Corinthians 

14:18, Paul thanked God that he spoke in tongues more than 

all of the Corinthian believers. Yet he would rather speak in a 

known language to the church (1 Cor. 14:19). 

 

� The individual use of the gift of tongues, also called the prayer 

language or praying in the spirit, is intended for every believer. 

In 1 Corinthians 14:5, Paul stated his desire that everyone 

speak in tongues. He also urged believers to earnestly desire 

all of the gifts (1 Cor. 12:31; 1 Cor. 14:1). In 1 Corinthians 

14:13, he even told them to ask God for a gift of the Spirit that 

they did not have. He said, “Therefore let one who speaks in a 

tongue pray that he may interpret.” Now if all of the gifts—

including tongues—were not available to every believer, why 

would Paul admonish us to desire these gifts? If these gifts 

were not available to us, Paul would create an enormous 

amount of frustration by exhorting us to pursue something that 

we could not have. 

 

• With all of this in mind, when Paul makes his statement in 1 Corin-

thians 12:30, his main point is to describe the differences in the Body 

of Christ, not to exclude certain believers from operating in the gift of 
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tongues.  

• Even though all of the gifts are available to every believer, Paul was 

being practical and showing the real-life scenario. Though the gift was 

available, not everyone had been activated to speak in tongues in a 

public fashion.  

 

2. Other Scriptures make it clear that every believer can speak in 

tongues.  

 

• To further make my case that everyone can speak in tongues, let’s not 

forget Jesus’ words when He commissioned His church: 

 

And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the 

gospel to all creation. He who has believed and has been bap-

tized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be con-

demned. These signs will accompany those who have believed: 

in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new 

tongues; they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any 

deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay hands on the 

sick, and they will recover.” So then, when the Lord Jesus had 

spoken to them, He was received up into heaven and sat down 

at the right hand of God (Mark 16:15-19). 

 

• There is nothing stated or implied in this passage that only a few 

would speak in tongues. Rather, Jesus said that everyone who be-

lieves will speak in tongues.  

• Furthermore, read the four sections in the Book of Acts that offer the 

clearest view into the baptism of the Holy Spirit (see Acts 2:1-4; 8:5-

18; 10:44-48; 19:1-7).  

• In these accounts, we see that speaking in tongues is the most com-

mon evidence that people received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. In 

three of the four instances, the gift of tongues is specifically listed as a 

result of the outpouring of the Spirit.  

• In the fourth case (Acts 8:5-18), a noticeable yet unidentified mani-

festation was observed. There is a very good chance that this could 

have been the gift of tongues as well.  

 

3. The following testimony shows that every believer can receive the 

gift of tongues.  

 

• On a ministry trip to India a few years ago, we had the opportunity to 

pray for about 120 students who had never received the baptism of 

the Holy Spirit or spoken in tongues.  

• After at least an hour of ministry, every one of the students received 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit and the gift of tongues.  

• To verify this, an interpreter accompanied each team member. We 

wanted to make sure they were speaking in an unknown tongue and 

not their native language.  

• This encounter reassured me—as much as anything I have ever 

seen—that tongues is available to everyone who wants it.  
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3. Is the Gift of Tongues Controllable? 
 

1. This question relates to the issue of control and release. 

 

• Does the gift of tongues, whether public or private, just spontaneously 

come out of our mouth? Or do we have to release it? The answer to 

these questions is we have to release it.  

• The public use of tongues is given as the Spirit wills (1 Cor. 12:11). 

Even though this is true, the gift of tongues does not just erupt from 

within our spirit. We have the ability to control it.  

• Although it may rise up within us, we can release it or restrain it. 

When this gift is released depends upon whether it is public or private.  

 

2. The public gift of tongues must be released. 

 

• For public tongues’ messages, let me share how the Spirit has led me. 

Though I have only been used like this a few times, each case hap-

pened in a similar way.  

• First, I begin to sense that God wants me to deliver a tongues’ mes-

sage. Then the message begins to well up within my spirit. It arises 

within me, and I feel a burden to release it.  

• However, I still have complete control over when I give it. I can wait 

until an appropriate time in the service. Or I can even refuse to deliver 

it, and the burden will subside.  

• If and when I finally decide to deliver the message, the burden of the 

Spirit rises within me, and I release it by speaking.  

• When I am finished, someone else delivers the interpretation in a 

manner similar to a prophetic word.   

 

3. The individual gift of tongues must be released also. 

 

• The gift of tongues belongs to us and we must initiate it.  

• Both the first time we use it and each time thereafter, the exercise of 

the gift depends upon our activation (1 Cor. 14:14-15).  

• Understanding that I had to release my gift of tongues confused me. 

Since I attended a church that did not teach us about the gift of 

tongues, I knew very little about it. Even though I had a strong desire 

for the gift of tongues, I did not know how to get it. I was waiting for 

God to give it to me.  

• At times I would ask for it. At other times I would tell the Lord that if 

He wanted me to have it, it was okay with me. Through this approach, 

I never received the gift of tongues.  

• I finally realized that it was my language given to me by the Holy 

Spirit. Therefore, to release it, I had to speak out. As I did this, the 

gift of tongues was activated in me, and I have been able to use it 

from that point forward.  

• If I had continued to “wait” on God to give it to me, I still would not 

have this invaluable gift. We cannot just wait for the gift of tongues to 

come upon us. If we do this, we will most likely never be released in 

it.  
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• We must step out in faith in order for the gift to be activated within 

us.  

 

 

 

4. Is the Gift of Tongues the Only Evidence of the Baptism of the 
Holy Spirit? 

 

1. The gift of tongues is not a test, but a tool that empowers us for min-

istry. 

 

• Before I received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, I believed that speak-

ing in tongues was the only sign that verified an authentic baptism in 

the Holy Spirit. I believed that those who did not speak in tongues 

were not baptized in the Holy Spirit.  

• For a few years, I felt incomplete. I believed that God really didn’t like 

me as much as those believers that had their gift of tongues.  

• Without realizing it, I viewed the gift of tongues as a test that indi-

cated whether a person had received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. I 

believed that tongues was the evidence that a believer had received 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

• Now I realize that the gift of tongues is not a test or a sign that one 

has received the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

• The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a gift that we ask God for in faith, 

and the gift of tongues is not a test, but a tool. It is a tool that is ex-

tremely useful in many ways.  

• We can use this tool in prayer, in our devotional lives and in ministry 

to others.  

• God didn’t give us tongues just to confirm that we have the baptism of 

the Holy Spirit; He gave us a valuable tool that empowers us as His 

witnesses in the earth.  

 

5. What Are the Purposes of the Gift of Tongues? 
 

1. The gift of tongues is a means of Spirit-led prayer. 

 

• In Ephesians 6:18, we are told to pray in the Spirit at all times. We 

could easily write an entire chapter on praying in the Spirit or praying 

a Spirit-led prayer. Instead, I will give a brief explanation.  

• A Spirit-led prayer, also called praying in the Spirit, is a prayer that is 

anointed by the Holy Spirit in accordance with the will of God.  

• By yielding to the Holy Spirit in prayer, He helps us fulfill our call to 

Once we have received the gift of tongues, we can use it pri-

vately whenever we wish. When we use this gift privately, we 

decide when to use it. This is different from the public use 

where the Holy Spirit prompts us when He wants to release it. 
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pray according to God’s will (1 John 5:14).  

• There are two primary ways to pray in the Spirit. We can hear from 

the Lord what His will is and pray with our minds. Or we can use the 

gift of tongues, allowing the Holy Spirit to direct our prayers.  

 

2. The gift of tongues helps us pray when we lack direction. 

 

• We all find ourselves in situations where we don’t know what to pray. 

We can often lack direction or guidance about the way to pray. Paul 

talked about this to the Roman believers: 

 

In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do 

not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself in-

tercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He who 

searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, be-

cause He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  

And we know that God causes all things to work together for 

good to those who love God, to those who are called according 

to His purpose (Rom. 8:26-28). 

 

• From this passage, we see that the Spirit knows how to pray and will 

pray through us according to the will of God. Praying in the Spirit al-

lows this to take place.  

• When I lack direction in prayer, I have found that my gift of tongues is 

extremely helpful.  

• As a pastor, people often ask me for prayer. Many times, I don’t know 

how to pray for them. In these instances, I pray in the Spirit. As I do, 

God frequently gives me understanding. Taking this insight, I pray in 

English. By doing this, I know that I am praying God’s will for the per-

son.  

 

3. The gift of tongues helps us receive revelation knowledge. 

 

• True wisdom from God is often concealed in mysteries. The deeper 

things of God are very often hidden to the natural mind. We can only 

perceive them through revelation knowledge.  

• Paul told the Corinthians that the hidden mysteries of God are only 

revealed to us through the Spirit. Notice what he wrote: 

 

Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wis-

dom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who 

are passing away; but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, 

the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to 

our glory; the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has 

understood; for if they had understood it they would not have 

crucified the Lord of glory; but just as it is written, “THINGS 

WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND 

WHICH HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT 

GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.” For to us 

God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
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all things, even the depths of God. For who among men knows 

the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in 

him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the 

Spirit of God. (1 Cor. 2:6-11) 

 

• Praying in the Spirit connects our spirit to God’s. From this union, the 

Holy Spirit unlocks the mysteries of God to us. He gives us deep in-

sight, revelation, and wisdom. He opens up the Bible and the spirit 

realm to us as we use the gift of tongues.  

 

4. The gift of tongues builds us up in strength and faith. 

 

• Have you ever felt like quitting? Maybe you felt weary. Perhaps you 

lacked the spiritual strength and faith to continue in the call of God.  

• During these times, the gift of tongues helps us significantly. Notice 

what the Bible says about this: 

 

One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who 

prophesies edifies the church (1 Cor. 14:4). 

 

But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy 

faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of 

God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to eternal life. And have mercy on some, who are doubting 

(Jude 20-22). 

 

• The gift of tongues is a wonderful tool that helps build us up in the 

Holy Spirit.  

• In my life, when I am growing weak, praying in tongues gives me 

fresh strength. When I feel my love for God cooling, my gift of 

tongues releases new passion within me. When I feel impatient or 

doubt attacks my mind, praying in the Spirit energizes my faith and 

helps me continue on in God.   

 

5. The gift of tongues helps us exalt God. 

 

• Both the baptism of the Holy Spirit and the gift of tongues produce a 

greater desire in us to worship and exalt God. Look at three Scriptures 

that illustrate this truth: 

 

All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were 

amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 

out on the Gentiles also. For they were hearing them speaking 

with tongues and exalting God (Acts 10:45-46). 

 

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be 

filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with 

your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father 

(Eph. 5:18-20). 
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What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will 

pray with the mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will 

sing with the mind also (1 Cor. 14:15). 

 

• In my life, both the baptism of the Holy Spirit and praying in tongues 

has enhanced my desire to worship. I used to wonder why we sang all 

those songs. I wanted to get straight to the message, but now I long 

to worship and exalt God.  

• The gift of tongues also serves as a wonderful tool for worship. Many 

times, singing in the spirit enables me to express what I feel to God. 

This is especially helpful when I am worshipping God, and I don’t 

know what to say or how to say it.   

 

6. The gift of tongues empowers us in spiritual warfare. 

 

• Ephesians 6:18 exhorts us to pray in the Spirit at all times.  

• Let me make two points about Ephesians 6:18. First, this mandate is 

given in the context of spiritual warfare. Paul stated in verse 12: 

 

Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rul-

ers, against the powers, against the world forces of this dark-

ness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 

places.  

 

• Also, be aware that there are two Greek words for time. Chronos 

means a space of time and kairos means an opportune or strategic 

time.  

• Going back to Ephesians 6, Paul exhorts us to pray at those strategic, 

kairos moments. We are to pray in the Spirit at opportune times when 

the spiritual battle intensifies. 

• Let me illustrate. Many times the enemy tries to disrupt the peace in 

our home. He will often create strife among our children. When no 

amount of correction seems to help, my wife and I pray boldly using 

our gift of tongues with a warring attitude. When we are finished pray-

ing, peace usually returns to our home. 

• Praying in tongues also activates angels for spiritual warfare. Earlier in 

this session, we saw that tongues could be both angelic and human. 

Since the Bible says that angels are ministering spirits that render ser-

vice to us, we need to activate them by speaking their language. 

When we engage in spiritual warfare by praying in tongues, we are 

actually releasing angelic commands to warring angels to fight on our 

behalf.  

• The gift of tongues is a valuable tool for spiritual warfare.  

 

7. The gift of tongues helps increase the amount of time that we pray. 

 

• Paul tells us to pray without ceasing. However, most of us run out of 

words to pray in a very short time.  

• The gift of tongues helps us in this area. By praying in tongues, we 

can persevere in prayer, even when we don’t know what else to pray 

for.  
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Remember, in the Book of Acts, the baptism of the Holy Spirit and 

the gift of tongues activated believers in the hearing and speaking 

gifts. We can hear God without these valuable tools; however, they 

are extremely important aids that help us in the pursuit of His 

voice. My desire is that each of you will use the gift of tongues so 

as to grow stronger spiritually, have more boldness and confidence, 

and to hear God’s voice more effectively. 
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Review Questions 
 

 

True or False 

 

1. People with the gift of tongues do not have any control of this gift. 

 

2. The gift of tongues is only available to mature believers. 

 

3. The gift of tongues is a tool for spiritual warfare. 

 

4. The gift of tongues builds us up and edifies us. 

 

5. When we speak in tongues, we usually know the interpretation of what we 

are speaking. 

 

6. Speaking in tongues is a form of spiritual communication with God. 

 

7. The gift of tongues can be in the form of human or angelic communication. 

 

8. The gift of tongues originates in our soul. 

 

  

Fill in the Blank 

 

9. The gift of tongues leads to our _____________.  

 

10. The gift of tongues helps us __________ God. 

 

11. The gift of tongues builds us up in __________ and ___________. 

 

12. The gift of tongues must be ____________. 

 

13. The gift of tongues helps us receive _____________ ______________. 

 

14. The gift of tongues helps us pray when we ________ _____________. 

 

15. By praying in tongues, we can ____________ in prayer, even when we don’t know 

what else to pray for. 
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From the list on the right, identify which one best answers the question on the left.  
 

16. What is the gift of 

tongues?  

 

17. Is the gift of 

tongues controlla-

ble?  

 

18. Is the gift of 

tongues available 

to everyone?  

 

19. Is the gift of 

tongues the only evi-

dence that I have re-

ceived the baptism of 

the Holy Spirit?  

 

20. What are the purposes 

of the gift of tongues?  

 
  

 

Possible Matches for 16-20 

 

a. Depends upon our activation 

 

b. Builds us up in strength and faith 

 

c. It is a sign of those who believe. 

 

d. A form of spiritual communication with God 

 

e. Tongues are not a test but a tool.  


