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1. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is an important key to 

hearing God’s voice. 

 

• The baptism of the Holy Spirit—what a controversial 

issue! This matter, along with speaking in tongues, 

has been one of the greatest sources of division in 

the Bible-believing church for the last 100 years. It 

makes us look at each other with doubt and skepti-

cism. It keeps us from praying and worshipping to-

gether. It has created a great rift in the Body of 

Christ.  

• Although the debate has gone on for many years, 

and much has been written about this subject, I in-

clude it in this class because it is an important key to 

hearing the voice of God.  

• Just notice what happened to the people in the book 

of Acts after they received the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit. Among other things, they began to speak as 

those who knew the voice of God (Acts 2; 10:46; 

19:6).  

• When the Spirit of God fell upon believers, they were 
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changed powerfully.  

• The baptism of the Holy Spirit is not the only key to hearing from God, 

but it is an extremely important component.  

• This session covers the topic of the baptism of the Holy Spirit in detail. 

Specifically, we will address five often-asked questions about the bap-

tism of the Holy Spirit. It is my prayer that these answers will help us 

see the importance of this encounter with God.  

 

2. Let me explain my journey to spiritual power. 

 

• Before I get too deep into doctrinal issues, I want to briefly share my 

experience with the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

• In 1977, I was born-again at the age of thirty. I had a radical conver-

sion. Before my conversion I was running away from God at full 

speed. When God caught up with me, He turned me around, and I 

have never been the same.  

• When I was born-again, the Holy Spirit began to deal immediately 

with my sin. He led me to repent, to forgive, and to ask forgiveness. I 

began to search the Scriptures regularly to make sure that I had not 

committed an unpardonable sin. I wanted to know that I was truly 

saved. The time was a powerful one for me. The Lord put my marriage 

back together, restored my children, and reordered my life in virtually 

every area.  

• As I look back on my life, I know that God worked mightily through 

my salvation experience. For the first five years of my Christian walk, 

operating in the power of God was the last thing I was interested in. 

Although I had seen God’s power as He put my life back in order, I 

gave no thought to functioning in God’s power myself. I was just 

happy that I wasn’t going to hell when I died.  

• It did not even cross my mind that I could have power to hear His 

voice, heal the sick, cast out demons, or teach the Word with author-

ity. However, about five years later, my heart began to change. I 

started to long for God’s power in my life.  

• I had a growing desire to do the types of works that I saw in the book 

of Acts. I wanted to heal the sick, cast out demons, see visions, and 

have spiritual dreams. I wanted what the church in Acts had. Though I 

knew about the baptism of the Holy Spirit, I didn’t know how to re-

ceive it since the church I attended didn’t teach about the baptism.  

• Finally, in 1983, I asked God to baptize me with the Holy Spirit. I had 

heard that speaking in tongues was the evidence that you were truly 

baptized in the Holy Spirit. Although I tried to speak in tongues, noth-

ing happened. However, I did begin to notice more power in my life. I 

began to hear God’s voice for ministry. Sick people that I prayed for 

got healed, even some from terminal illnesses.  

• Below is a testimony from my book, Learning to Hear God’s Voice, 

that illustrates my point: 

 

A lady in our church had terminal cancer, and the doctors gave 

her no hope. One Sunday before she was to have emergency 

surgery, I prayed for her. Sitting at the hospital with her hus-
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band, the doctor came out to give us the post operative report. 

He looked very puzzled as he spoke. He told us that he found 

no trace of the cancer. During the procedure the doctor merely 

corrected some problems she had in her stomach. Although 

this lady was only supposed to live for a few more months, she 

lived approximately nine more years. And her death was unre-

lated to her previous bout with cancer. When I performed her 

funeral in the early 90’s, I was able to testify about God’s heal-

ing power. Praise God for His healing mercy!1  

 

• Because the Lord baptized me in the Holy Spirit, I had the power to be 

used to heal cancer. Although I did not receive the gift of tongues un-

til eight years later, I saw a definite increase in power after I prayed 

to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit. From that point onward, I 

have seen wonderful results.  

 

3. The baptism of the Holy Spirit gave me an increased measure of spiri-

tual power. 

 

• My salvation experience changed me mightily. It transformed me as it 

relates to sin. The baptism of the Holy Spirit altered my life just as 

much. But it transformed me as it relates to power.  

• After this supernatural encounter, I received power to hear God more 

clearly and to perform mighty acts of healing, deliverance, and mira-

cles. 

• We have heard the saying that a person with a testimony is not at the 

mercy of a person with an argument. This saying summarizes my atti-

tude about the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

• From my own life, I know how real it is, and I know that it was a 

separate and distinct encounter from my salvation experience.   

• I know that it is a necessary part in hearing the voice of God and op-

erating in the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 

 

1. What Is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit?  
 

1. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is an important encounter with God 

that is available to every believer. 

 

• The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a very significant encounter with God. 

It is not an optional experience for God’s servants. It is not essential 
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Now let’s look at five commonly asked questions about 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The answers to these 

questions will help you understand and receive the bap-

tism of the Holy Spirit. 
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for some while unnecessary for others.  

• If Jesus Himself needed the baptism of the Spirit, how much more do 

we? (Matt. 3:16-17).  

• God Himself underscored its importance by recording it in all four gos-

pels (Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33). Note what John 

the Baptist said: 

 

As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who 

is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to re-

move His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire (Matt. 3:11).  

 

• The baptism of the Holy Spirit is an important gift that is available to 

every believer. 

 

2. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a complete immersion into the Spirit. 

 

• The Greek word translated baptize is baptizo. It means to immerse, 

submerge or overwhelm.  

• The word was not a religious term in the days of the New Testament. 

In fact, it was a word used in every day life. In approximately 200 

B.C., Nicander, a Greek poet and physician, used this word in a pickle 

recipe. He said that in order to make a pickle, the vegetable should 

first be dipped (bapto) into boiling water and then baptized (baptizo) 

in the vinegar solution.  

• Both verbs imply the immersing of vegetables in a solution. Bapto is 

temporary. Baptizo, the act of baptizing the vegetable, produces a 

permanent change.  

• The Greeks also used this word to describe the dipping process when 

a garment was permanently transformed by a dye. The Greeks also 

used baptizo for the drawing of water by dipping or immersing a cup 

into a larger vessel.  

• When used in the New Testament for water baptism, baptizo implies 

our union and identification with Christ, along with the act of immer-

sion in water. For example, Mark 16:16 reads, “He that believes and is 

baptized shall be saved.”  

• Christ is saying that mere intellectual assent is not enough. There 

must be a union with Him—a real change—just like the vegetable is 

transformed into the pickle!  

 

3. Not only is the baptism of the Holy Spirit a complete immersion by 

the Spirit, but it is also a gift from the Father to us. 

 

• From the New Testament, when believers are baptized in the Holy 

Spirit, it is referred to as a gift. Note these Scriptures: 

 

Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you 

and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the 
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Lord our God will call to Himself” (Acts 2:38-39). 

 

Therefore if God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us 

also after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 

could stand in God’s way? (Acts 11:17). 

 

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the 

Holy Spirit to those who ask Him? (Luke 11:13).  

 

 

 

 

2. What Is the Purpose of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit?  
 

1. The baptism of the Holy Spirit releases the power of God into our 

lives. 

 

• In Acts 1:5, after His resurrection and preceding His ascension into 

heaven, Jesus spoke these words to His disciples: “For John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 

days from now.”  

• Then He told them the purpose of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Here 

is what He said: 

 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in 

all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the 

earth (Acts 1:8). 

 

• To help us get a clearer picture of the purpose of the baptism of the 

Holy Spirit, let’s look at one more Greek word. The word translated 

“power” in Acts 1:8 is the Greek word dunamis (doo’-nam-is). It 

means force or miraculous power.  

• This Greek word appears 116 times in the New Testament. In each 

case, it refers to the power of God working through God’s servants, 

enabling them to do miracles, mighty signs and wonders, to bring sal-

vation to the lost, and to establish the kingdom of God on the earth.  

 

2. The baptism of the Holy Spirit reforms our lives by empowering us for 

ministry. 

 

• At the beginning of this session, I shared my testimony about the 

In summary, the baptism of the Holy Spirit is a gift from 

God that immerses or submerges one into greater union 

with the Holy Spirit, resulting in a permanent change and 

increasing our power to be witnesses for Jesus. 
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baptism of the Holy Spirit. Referring back to my personal experience, I 

will explain the purpose of this great gift from God. Earlier, I said that 

salvation deals with sin while the baptism of the Holy Spirit releases 

power.  

• When we are born-again, we become a new creature in Christ. Old 

things have passed away and all things become new. We become 

aware of sin, conviction, and the Lordship of Jesus Christ in our lives. 

We begin to see our need to change. True salvation brings a tremen-

dous transformation into the lives of most people.  

• Likewise, the baptism of the Holy Spirit reforms the lives of most be-

lievers by empowering them for ministry. After we are baptized in the 

Holy Spirit, we begin to sense God’s leading and power in ministry. 

We begin to hear His voice about ministry issues. Our understanding 

of the Word is enhanced. And we have the power of God flowing 

through our lives—blessing people who need a touch from God.  

• The baptism of the Holy Spirit releases God’s power into our lives so 

that we can be an effective witness for Jesus Christ. It is an imparta-

tion of miracle-working power and authority enabling us to demon-

strate the risen Christ to a needy world.   

 

 

3. Is This A Separate Experience from Salvation?  
 

1. Do we automatically receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit at the 

point of salvation or is it a separate event? 

 

• The timing of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is a major source of divi-

sion in the Church. The crux of this matter is: Do we automatically 

receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit at the point of salvation or is it a 

separate event?  

• Although salvation and the baptism of the Holy Spirit may occur at the 

same time, they are separate issues and normally occur at different 

stages.  

• Some have argued this point, saying that we are complete in Christ 

when we receive Him as our Lord and Savior. Note Colossians 2:9-10: 

“For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in Him 

you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and 

authority.”  

• From the moment we receive the precious blood of Jesus, we are 

complete in Him because of His work on the cross.  

• Although we have all of the blessings of Christ at the point of our sal-

vation, we still must acknowledge what is ours and receive it by faith. 

Let me use a personal illustration from my book, Learning to Hear 

God’s Voice, to explain this point further: 

 

When my youngest son, Stephen, was about one and half 

years old, he received many gifts at Christmas. After unwrap-

ping numerous gifts, he announced to everyone that he was 

tired of opening presents. He told us that was enough and re-

fused to open any more. Smart parents that we are, we de-
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cided to give him the remaining gifts at his birthday in March. 

So we took the fully wrapped, unopened presents and stored 

them in a closet until his birthday. When we gave him the gifts 

three months later, he opened them with excitement. We 

saved a lot of money and Stephen was blessed. From this illus-

tration, my point is this: Stephen had all of the gifts at Christ-

mas, but he was not able to receive them all. He reached his 

capacity and was content with the ones that he had opened. He 

didn’t want anything else after that point. The same is true 

with the baptism of the Holy Spirit. It is available at the point 

of our salvation, yet few people are able to receive it then.2 

 

• When most people are born again, they are content with the wonder-

ful gift of salvation, and they do not have the capacity or understand-

ing to receive any more gifts at that time. So God puts it up in the 

closet until they are ready.  

• The gift is still theirs, reserved for them when they are able to receive 

it. They are not incomplete without it because it is not a badge of 

honor—it is a tool. Whenever the need arises, God will give it to them. 

• So this brings us back to our question: Is the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit a separate experience from salvation? My answer is a resound-

ing “yes.” It is a separate experience that requires a separate request 

and a separate faith.  

 

2. The baptism of the Holy Spirit was a separate experience in the life of 

the first disciples.  

 

• After His resurrection, the risen Lord breathed the Holy Spirit into His 

disciples. Look at the passage: 

 

So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father 

has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit” (John 20:21-22). 

 

• This event was much like the Garden of Eden when God breathed into 

Adam, and he became a living soul. The breath of God caused Adam 

to come to life.  

• In the same way, the breath of the Son of God gave new life to the 

disciples. They were born-again at this point. Even though they 

walked with Jesus for three years, participating in many miracles, they 

could not receive the Holy Spirit until Jesus rose from the dead.  

• Although the Holy Spirit lived inside of the disciples, they still had not 

received the baptism of the Spirit. However, notice what happens ap-

proximately fifty days later on the day of Pentecost: 

 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in 

one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a 

violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they 

were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire 
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distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. 

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance 

(Acts 2:1-4). 

 

• Verse 4 uses the phrase filled with the Holy Spirit rather than baptized 

in the Holy Spirit. However, Jesus described this same experience as 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Acts 1:5.  

• Summarizing, the first disciples were born-again when Jesus breathed 

upon them, and they were baptized in the Holy Spirit approximately 

fifty days later. Thus, for the first disciples, the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit was a separate experience from salvation.  

 

3. The baptism of the Holy Spirit was a separate experience every time 

it is recorded in the book of Acts.  

 

• In addition to the day of Pentecost, the baptism of the Holy Spirit is 

described three other times in the book of Acts: 

 

� Acts 8:12-17: Records the Samaritans receiving the Holy Spirit 

for the first time. 

� Acts 10:34-48;11:15-17: Records the Gentiles receiving the 

Holy Spirit for the first time. 

� Acts 19:1-7: Records twelve disciples of John the Baptist re-

ceiving the Holy Spirit for the first time. 

 

• In each case, these people received the Holy Spirit as a separate ex-

perience from salvation. Let’s discuss each example. 

• In Acts 8:12-17, the Samaritans first received the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit. Here is what happened: 

 

But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about 

the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were 

being baptized, men and women alike. Even Simon himself be-

lieved; and after being baptized, he continued on with Philip, 

and as he observed signs and great miracles taking place, he 

was constantly amazed. Now when the apostles in Jerusalem 

heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent 

them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them 

that they might receive the Holy Spirit. For He had not yet 

fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the 

name of the Lord Jesus. Then they began laying their hands on 

them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:12-17). 

 

• From this Scripture, it is easy to see that the Samaritans received the 

baptism of the Holy Spirit in a separate experience from salvation. 

They did not receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit until Peter and 

John arrived from Jerusalem.  

• It is also interesting that Simon, who was traveling with them, saw 

that the Holy Spirit was being bestowed upon them (Acts 8:18). The 
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baptism of the Holy Spirit was noticeable to those around. It was 

something that everyone could see, and it was a separate experience. 

• In Acts 10:34-48 and Acts 11:15-17, the Gentiles first received the 

baptism of the Holy Spirit. Notice what took place: 

 

Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand 

now that God is not one to show partiality, but in every nation 

the man who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to 

Him. The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching 

peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all) – you yourselves 

know the thing which took place throughout all Judea, starting 

from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. You 

know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the 

Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good 

and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 

with Him. We are witnesses of all the things He did both in the 

land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death 

by hanging Him on a cross. God raised Him up on the third day 

and granted that He become visible, not to all the people, but 

to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to 

us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 

And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to 

testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as 

Judge of the living and the dead. Of Him all the prophets bear 

witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him 

receives forgiveness of sins.” While Peter was still speaking 

these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listen-

ing to the message. All the circumcised believers who came 

with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had 

been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they were hearing 

them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter an-

swered, “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be 

baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can 

he?” And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days (Acts 

10:34-48). 

 

And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as 

He did upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word 

of the Lord, how He used to say, “John baptized with water, 

but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Therefore if God 

gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also after believ-

ing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in 

God’s way? (Acts 11:15-17). 

 

• From these two passages, we see that as Peter preached to the Gen-

tiles, the Holy Spirit fell on the people. In Acts 11:16, Peter refers to 

this encounter as the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

• At first glance, it seems that these Gentile believers were simultane-

ously saved and baptized in the Holy Spirit. There does not appear to 
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be two separate events. However, notice closely what Peter said in 

Acts 11:17: “God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also 

after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

• Peter said that the Gentile believers received the “gift” of the Holy 

Spirit “after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.” Even though these two 

events occurred in very close proximity to one another, they are 

nonetheless separate experiences.  

• In Acts 19:1-7, Paul comes to Ephesus and meets up with twelve dis-

ciples of John the Baptist. Look at what happens when Paul is intro-

duced to them: 

 

It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed 

through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found 

some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 

Spirit when you believed?” And they said to him, “No, we have 

not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, 

“Into what then were you baptized?” And they said, “Into 

John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 

repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was com-

ing after him, that is, in Jesus.” When they heard this, they 

were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul 

had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, 

and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying. There 

were in all about twelve men (Acts 19:1-7). 

 

• When Paul met these twelve men, he discovered that they had not yet 

been born-again. They had only been baptized by John the Baptist in 

preparation for the coming of Jesus.  

• After learning this, Paul led them to salvation. This is implied by the 

phrase “they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus” since water 

baptism came after believing in Jesus’ name.  

• After leading them to salvation, Paul laid his hands on them to receive 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Again, we see salvation and the bap-

tism of the Holy Spirit as separate experiences.  

• After analyzing these three references in the book of Acts, I can confi-

dently state that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is a separate experi-

ence from salvation. 

 

4. The baptism of the Holy Spirit was a separate experience as pictured 

in the feasts of Israel.  

 

• The three festivals that Israel has celebrated throughout history are 

significant to the New Testament Church. Each festival was important 

to the ancient agricultural society of Israel and has represented 

mighty truths about God to the Jews.  

• At the same time, these three festivals paint wonderful pictures about 

Jesus Christ. These truths are important to the Church and should be 

experienced by every believer. Read Exodus 23:14-17: 

 

Three times a year you shall celebrate a feast to Me. You shall 
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observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread; for seven days you are 

to eat unleavened bread, as I commanded you, at the ap-

pointed time in the month Abib, for in it you came out of 

Egypt. And none shall appear before Me empty-handed. Also 

you shall observe the Feast of the Harvest of the first fruits of 

your labors from what you sow in the field; also the Feast of 

the Ingathering at the end of the year when you gather in the 

fruit of your labors from the field. Three times a year all your 

males shall appear before the Lord GOD (Ex. 23:14-17). 

 

• The emphasized words indicate that everyone should appear before 

God to celebrate these three festivals, and none should come empty 

handed.  

• In our day, the Lord is calling many Christians to celebrate the three 

New Testament truths contained in these festivals. Many are celebrat-

ing Passover rather than Easter. They are observing the Fall Festival 

of Tabernacles as they look forward to the soon return of Jesus Christ. 

And they honor the birth of the Church and the outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit during Pentecost.  

• My main point is this: Every believer should encounter Jesus in all 

three festivals.  

• As we celebrate Passover, we experience Jesus as our Passover Lamb 

whose blood has purchased our salvation. As we celebrate the Feast of 

Tabernacles, we anticipate the returning King by preparing ourselves 

for Him and His return. And we celebrate Pentecost by receiving the 

baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

• Using these feasts as symbols for spiritual realities, we can see that 

salvation is a distinct event from the baptism of the Holy Spirit since 

the Feast of Pentecost is celebrated approximately fifty days after 

Passover.  
 

5. This issue has created a great division between the evangelical and 

charismatic streams.  

 

• I have spent a lot of time showing why the baptism of the Holy Spirit 

is a separate event from salvation. I have done so for good reason. 

This one issue has divided the evangelical stream from the charismatic 

stream in the Body of Christ.  

• For the last one hundred years or so, this topic has created a rift of 

distrust, fear, and rejection. In some cases, believers from these two 

streams refuse even to fellowship together.  

• Many spiritual leaders teach their people that the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit was given at salvation. Because of this teaching, many Chris-

tians have been robbed of the joy and power that this gift brings.  

• If you fall into this category, I plead with you: Ask God today to bap-

tize you with the Holy Spirit. You won’t regret it! 
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4. What Is the Evidence That I Have Received It?  
 

1. In the Bible, there was always evidence that people had received the 

baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

 

• In Acts 8:18, Simon, who was following Phillip throughout Samaria, 

saw evidence that people had received the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

• Throughout the book of Acts, every time people received the baptism 

of the Holy Spirit, those around them knew.  

• So the question is: What was the evidence that someone had received 

it? To answer this question, let’s go to the Scriptures. Look at Acts 

10:45-46:  

 

The circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, 

because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the 

Gentiles also. For they were hearing them speaking with 

tongues and exalting God. 

 

• After these Gentiles were baptized in the Holy Spirit, they spoke with 

tongues and exalted God. In other passages, after the Spirit was 

poured out, the believers prophesied, spoke the Word of God boldly, 

and performed great miracles.  

• On the day of Pentecost, Peter said that dreams, visions, and proph-

ecy confirmed the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  

• Putting together the various places where the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit is mentioned, the following list gives us a good idea of what we 

should expect: 

 

� Prophecy  

� Visions  

� Dreams  

� Tongues 

� Desire to exalt God  

� Boldness  

� Gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:7-11)  

� Revelation and understanding 

 

2. The primary evidence that we have received the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit is change. 

 

• After we have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, we will have 

power to love God more, power for ministry, and power to be a wit-

ness for Jesus Christ in the earth.  

• We will also be empowered to hear God clearer, to do the miraculous 

works of Jesus, to gain greater understanding of the Bible, and to 

have an increased desire to worship the Lord.  

• Although the list above is certainly not comprehensive, it does give us 

indicators as to whether or not we have truly experienced the baptism 

of the Holy Spirit.  

• On the other hand, we might receive prayer for the baptism of the 
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Holy Spirit and not experience any of these indicators immediately. 

Some people have instant results and others do not. However, as you 

believe in faith that you have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 

you should begin to experience some or all of these indicators at some 

point. 

• Some people say that speaking in tongues is the evidence that I have 

received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Others would go on to say 

that if I don’t speak in tongues, then I have not actually received it. 

My experience has been this: Tongues is an evidence but not the only 

evidence.  

• As I shared in my testimony at the beginning of this chapter, I had 

received the baptism of the Holy Spirit for eight years before I re-

ceived the gift of tongues. However, during that eight-year period, I 

did experience many of the other indicators that I listed above. There-

fore, based on my own experience, I don’t believe the gift of tongues 

is the exclusive indicator of receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 

5. How Do I Receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit?  
 

1. Even though we believe all of the doctrines about the baptism of the 

Holy Spirit, we still must experience it for ourselves. 

 

• To receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, we must ask for it. Jesus 

said, “God will give the Holy Spirit to those who ask” (Luke 11:13).  

• The key to receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit is to ask for it, re-

ceive it in faith, and believe that God has done what He promised. As 

we ask God with a sincere heart of faith, He is faithful to fulfill His 

word in our lives. 

• After we have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the gift of 

tongues is available to us. At our church, once a person has received 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit, we help activate the gift of tongues in 

their life.  

• However, if they do not receive tongues at this point, we tell them not 

to worry or fear. We encourage them by reaffirming that they have 

received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. We tell them that the gift of 

tongues will come. 

• The Scriptures refer to the laying on of hands as a component in re-

leasing people into the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Although this is an 

excellent, helpful, and preferred way to impart the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit into someone’s life, in my opinion, it is not absolutely necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In summary, to be released into the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit, you should: 

 

1. Ask God for it 

2. Receive it with an open heart 

3. Believe in faith that you have received it 
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Notes 

 
1. Kessler, Learning to Hear God’s Voice, pp. 121-122. 

2. Ibid., pp. 127-128. 
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Review Questions 

 

 

True or False 

 

1. In the book of Acts, the baptism of the Holy Spirit was always a separate ex-

perience from salvation. 

 

2. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is not available to every believer. 

 

3. The baptism of the Holy Spirit produces a temporary change. 

 

4. Boldness is evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

 

5. Over the years, the baptism of the Holy Spirit has unified the evangelical and 

charismatic streams. 

 

6. The baptism of the Holy Spirit was a separate event from salvation for the 

first disciples.  

 

7. The baptism of the Holy Spirit releases greater power into our lives so that 

we can have a more successful and prosperous ministry. 

 

8. Every believer should encounter Jesus in all three feasts of Israel. 

 

9. Believers who have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit are superior to 

those who have not received it. 

 

  

 Fill in the Blanks 

 

10. The baptism of the Holy Spirit releases the _________ of God into our lives. 

 

11. We celebrate ____________ by receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

 

12. The primary evidence that we have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit is 

______________. 

 

13. The word translated “power” in Acts 1:8 is the Greek word dunamis (doo’-nam-is). It 

means _________ or _____________ _______________. 

 

14. The Greek word translated baptize is baptizo. It means to ___________, 

___________ or _____________. 

 

15. The baptism of the Holy Spirit increases our power to be ___________ for Jesus. 
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From the list on the right, identify which one best answers the question on the left.  
 

 

16. What is the baptism 

of the Holy Spirit?  

 

17. What is the purpose 

of the baptism of the 

Holy Spirit?  

 

18. Is the baptism of the 

Holy Spirit a separate 

experience from sal-

vation?  

 

19. What is the evidence 

that I have received 

the baptism of the 

Holy Spirit?  

 

20. How do I receive the bap-

tism of the Holy Spirit?  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

 

Possible Matches for 16-20 

 

a. Believe and receive by faith 

 

b. Releases greater power in our lives 

 

c. A greater union with the Holy Spirit 

 

d. Prophecy, boldness, or speaking in tongues  

 

e. The disciples received the baptism of the 

Holy Spirit fifty days after Jesus breathed 

the Spirit into them. 


