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5 

Hearing God for Ministry 

An Overview of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
 

1. Hearing God for ministry requires that we learn to 

function in the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

 

• The power of God is available to everyone.  

• God desires to speak to all of His children in order to 

initiate, assist, and empower ministry.  

• For me, ministering in the gifts of the Holy Spirit is 

one of the most enjoyable parts of ministry. I love to 

teach and preach, but being used as a vessel of the 

Holy Spirit as God moves in supernatural ways is 

very exciting.  

• The following story from my book, Learning to Hear 

God’s Voice, will illustrate what I mean. 

 

A few years ago, when our church was still in 

a denomination, I attended one of those very 

boring denominational committee meetings. 

After we had discussed some administrative 

issues, God decided to interrupt this meeting 

and finish it in a dramatic way. God changed 

a dry committee meeting into one of the most 

exciting times of my ministry. The Lord spoke 

and it changed everything. 

This session covers: 

 

• An overview of the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

• The nine gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12) 

• How these nine gifts are communicated to us by the Holy 

Spirit 
 

This session corresponds to: 

 

• Session 5 of Learning to Hear God’s Voice CDs  
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60     Learning to Hear God’s Voice 

There were five of us at the meeting. At the end, we de-

cided to join hands for a closing prayer. As another person in 

the group prayed, I felt a brief, sharp pain in the abdominal 

area of my body. I wondered for a moment if the pain was a 

physical discomfort or if God was speaking to me about a min-

istry opportunity. Occasionally, God speaks to me through feel-

ings in my body, especially when He wants to initiate prayer for 

healing. I was reluctant to say anything because this group 

was not accustomed to God speaking in this way. But as I 

waited for the others to finish praying, I felt increasingly com-

pelled to take a risk and speak out. Finally, I went for it and 

asked, “Is there someone in the group with abdominal pain?” 

The lady next to me immediately screamed, “Who is this man?” 

She of course was speaking of me. She was extremely sur-

prised that someone had perceived her condition without any 

prior knowledge of it. As it turned out, she was scheduled to 

have surgery two days later in her abdominal area. The doctors 

said she had a tumor, quite possibly cancerous, that needed to 

be removed.  

As she shared her story, it was obvious that no one in the 

group knew what she was facing. After we learned of her need, 

we gathered around her, laid hands on her and prayed fer-

vently. I called her a few days later to find out the results of 

her visit to the doctor. She told me her amazing story. As the 

doctors began to do the surgery, the tumor was gone! Praise 

God! This was an exciting time for everyone in our group. This 

dear lady was in complete awe of God because He miraculously 

healed her. I was overwhelmed with joy because I heard the 

voice of God and was used to initiate a miracle. And everyone 

in the group was thrilled because we were allowed to partici-

pate in a supernatural work of God. Through the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit, a dull committee meeting was transformed into a 

monumental event.1
  

 

 

2. The four main passages where Paul taught on the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit are listed below. 

 

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evan-

gelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints 

for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we 

all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 

Since there is a close connection between hearing God 

for ministry and operating in the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 

let’s look at the gifts in more detail. 
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Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 

carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in 

the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in 

love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—

from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every 

joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part 

does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in 

love (Eph. 4:11-16, NKJV). 

 

For just as we have many members in one body and all the members 

do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually members one of another. Since we have gifts 

that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise 

them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; 

if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he 

who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who 

leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness (Rom. 

12:4-8). 

 

And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, 

third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administra-

tions, various kinds of tongues. All are not apostles, are they? All are 

not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not 

workers of miracles, are they? All do not have gifts of healings, do 

they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do 

they? (1 Cor. 12:28-30). 

 

But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the com-

mon good. For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, 

and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to 

another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the 

one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another 

prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another vari-

ous kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 

But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to 

each one individually just as He wills (1 Cor. 12:7-11).  

 

3. The gifts of the Spirit fall into one of three categories. 

 

• The Fivefold Leadership Gifts 

 

� Ephesians 4:11-16 

� These gifts identify the types of ministry leaders that are called 

to equip the Body of Christ for effective service. 

� These gifts are the apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, and 

teacher. 

 

• The Ministry Gifts 

 

� Romans 12:4-8  
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� Some people refer to these as Motivational Gifts.  

� Although they do identify our motivation for ministry, they also 

express an aspect of a person’s ministry calling. 

� These gifts are prophecy, service, teaching, exhortation, giv-

ing, leading, and mercy. 

 

• The Manifestations of the Holy Spirit 

 

� 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

� Whereas the first two listings are more permanent in nature, 

the manifestation gifts are distributed to all as a ministry need 

arises.  

� These gifts are temporary demonstrations of the Holy Spirit’s 

power in order to meet a specific need at a given moment. 

� These gifts are a word of wisdom, a word of knowledge, faith, 

gifts of healing, effecting of miracles, prophecy, distinguishing 

of spirits, various kinds of tongues, and interpretation of 

tongues. 

 

4. To operate properly in any of these gifts, we must know God’s voice. 

 

• To be an effective giver, we need to hear God tell us who to give to 

and how much we should give.  

• To function as a prophet, we need to hear God’s voice for the pro-

phetic word.  

• To be a competent leader, we need to hear God for the vision into 

which to lead the people.  

 

 

 

An Overview of the Nine Manifestations of the Holy Spirit  
 

1. To grow in ministry effectiveness, we must place a high priority on 

the gifts of the Holy Spirit listed in 1 Corinthians 12:7-11. 

 

• Jesus ministered in this fashion. Sometimes He would receive a word 

of knowledge or word of wisdom. Other times He would give a pro-

phetic word or perform a miracle.  

• We need to function in the gifts just like Jesus did.  

• To do this, we need to practice and utilize these gifts.  

 

 

 

For the purposes of this class, we will focus on the third 

category of gifts—the manifestations of the Holy Spirit 

from 1 Corinthians 12:7-11. 
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2. Every believer can operate in all nine manifestations of the Holy 

Spirit.  

 

• The nine manifestations of the Holy Spirit are not permanent gifts. In-

stead, they are tools given to empower effective ministry as the need 

arises.  

• They are given for the common good of the body according to the will 

of the Lord.  

• At any given time, each of us can function in any of the nine gifts.  

• Over the years, this issue has created considerable confusion. Many 

people believe they only have one or two of these gifts. Some think 

that one person may be gifted only in the word of knowledge or in the 

word of wisdom. Or that certain individuals only function in the ability 

to distinguish spirits. This is an incorrect way to interpret this passage 

of Scripture.  

• Each of us can and should experience all nine of these gifts as the 

Holy Spirit determines we have need of them.  

• Since a believer has access to all nine manifestations of the Holy 

Spirit, we can minister just like Jesus did.  

 

 

Describing the Nine Manifestations of the Holy Spirit  
 

1. Words of knowledge 

 

Definition: A revelation of information for a person, group, or situation 

that could not have been known by natural means.  

 

Illustration: The story that I told at the beginning of this session illus-

trates a word of knowledge. I had no prior information about the lady’s 

abdominal condition. Yet God knew and He opened up heaven just for a 

moment to give me specific insight into her condition. This revelation led 

to her healing. Through a word of knowledge, great blessing came to this 

lady because she was healed, to me because I was used to initiate a 

miracle, and to the entire group because we were used to administer 

healing through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

2. Words of wisdom 

 

Definition: A revelation of supernatural wisdom that enables a person to 

know what to do or say in a particular circumstance. 

 

Illustration: The story that I told at the beginning of Session 4 about the 

young boy in the coma illustrates a word of wisdom. In this case, I knew 

the boy was in a coma. I knew which hospital he was in. I didn’t need su-

pernatural knowledge for this. What I needed was the wisdom of God to 

know how to minister to him. I needed the wisdom to know that I was to 

go pray with him rather than just for him. The result was a mighty heal-

ing and an exciting testimony. If I had not heard God through a word of 

wisdom, I would not have gone to pray with the boy. God may have cho-
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sen to heal him anyway, but I would have missed out on a wonderful 

blessing.  

 

3. Distinguishing of spirits 

 

Definition: The ability to discern what type of spirit is in operation in a 

given situation. 

 

Illustration: Since 1992, the Lord has used my wife and I to minister de-

liverance. During this time, we have had the joy of ministering to hun-

dreds of people in this way. Although this gift is used in other ways, dis-

tinguishing or discerning of spirits is essential for an effective deliverance 

ministry. People come for ministry with symptoms, but they don’t always 

know the root cause of the problem. Many times they are not aware of 

the entry point that gave access to the specific demonic spirit or spirits 

they are dealing with. As God communicates to us through this gift, He 

reveals the specific spirit that is operating. By knowing this, we can deal 

with the appropriate spirit. 

I remember the first time I actually cast out a demon. Though I had 

seen others do it, I never had an opportunity to do it myself. One Sunday 

morning after I had preached a message on the power of the blood of Je-

sus, I sensed the Lord giving me a word to initiate ministry. I heard in my 

spirit the phrase “spirit of addiction.” I called for everyone who struggled 

with a spirit of addiction to come forward for prayer. Three people came 

forward that morning. One lady came who was addicted to cigarettes. She 

wanted to stop but couldn’t. As I began to pray for her, I noticed her 

hands stiffen and contort in an unusual way. I knew immediately that a 

demon was manifesting. It took a while, but by the power of the blood of 

Jesus and the ministry of the Holy Spirit, we cast the demon out. This was 

an exciting day for our church and for this lady who was set free from 

cigarette addiction. It all began with the gift of distinguishing of spirits.  

 

4. Faith 

 

Definition: An unexplainable impartation of assurance that God will act on 

our behalf. 

 

Illustration: In 1983, I had my own business and was trying to sell it in 

order to go into ministry. We were having major problems selling the 

company, and I had given up hope. I believed we were headed for serious 

financial collapse. On the other hand, my wife had heard from God. The 

Lord gave her a word that imparted supernatural faith that our company 

would sell. To make a long story short, we both held on to the word, be-

lieving that it was from God. Finally, after painfully waiting for God’s word 

to be fulfilled, to His glory and our great benefit, the sale went through. 

This enabled us to launch out into full-time ministry.  

 

5. Healing 

 

Definition: The immediate or gradual restoration of health to the body, 
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mind or emotions through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Illustration: Although I have already given several examples of healing 

throughout this class, I want to highlight two important components of 

the gifts of healing. First, healing can be instantaneous or it can come as 

a gradual process that requires repeated prayer for breakthrough. Sec-

ond, there is not just a gift of healing—there are gifts of healing. The Holy 

Spirit gives many different types of healing gifts to His people. Some peo-

ple may have a greater anointing for healing cancer. Others might be 

more effective in healing back pain or heart problems.  

 

6. Miracles 

 

Definition: A supernatural demonstration of God’s power that bypasses 

the natural laws and transforms nature, circumstances, or individual 

needs. 

 

Illustration: In 1995, my wife and I went to the hospital to pray for one of 

our church members’ relatives. I remember the day vividly. It was a very 

rainy, cold day. I really didn’t want to go, and I didn’t expect much to 

happen. The lady that we were praying for was struggling with congestive 

heart failure. She was an elderly lady and many did not think she would 

survive. The medicine the doctors gave her created problems with her 

kidneys. She had been in a difficult place for several days. The doctors 

and family were losing hope, and prayer seemed to be the only answer 

for her. As my wife and I began to pray, we felt the anointing fall upon 

our prayers. Our faith level increased immediately, and we began to pray 

more boldly. After a few minutes of prayer, we left with no apparent 

change in her condition. But within a few hours, her condition improved 

dramatically. She went home within a day or so. The miraculous part 

about this story is the heavenly encounter that she experienced that day. 

Shortly after we left the room, she told her family that a man dressed to-

tally in white clothing entered the room and touched her chest. After he 

touched her, she knew she was healed. Since several of her family mem-

bers were not believers, God revealed to them His miracle-working 

power. Praise God!  

 

7. Prophecy 

 

Definition: Speaking forth the mind and counsel of God to edify, exhort, 

comfort, warn or direct.  

 

Illustration: When I first started our church, I received a prophetic word 

that was a tremendous encouragement. The word pertained to our church 

and me. It was a word that revealed God’s purpose and destiny for us. It 

also gave me the wisdom to deal with some serious problems that I faced 

as the years went on. Through this word, the Lord said that some major 

problems would arise, but if I would trust Him, He would carry me 

through. This comforted me when the problems began to surface. I knew 

that if I simply trusted the Lord that He would help me and bring me 

Hearing God for Ministry     65  



66     Learning to Hear God’s Voice 

through in victory. The word is far too lengthy to present here. However, 

without this word, I am convinced that I would not have made it to this 

point in my ministry. Through this prophetic word, I was helped, encour-

aged, comforted, and warned. This word empowered me to persevere un-

til the Lord brought breakthrough.  

 

8. Tongues 

 

Definition: A form of spiritual communication with God that originates in 

our spirit, is controlled by our will, is directed by the Holy Spirit, is nor-

mally unknown to the speaker, and leads to our edification. 

 

Illustration: The gift of tongues can be exercised personally or corpo-

rately. When we pray in tongues individually, our spirit is strengthened 

and built up. It also causes our faith to grow stronger. This is an invalu-

able tool for the individual believer.  

When the gift of tongues is practiced in a corporate setting, an inter-

pretation must follow. When this happens, tongues and prophecy are 

equal in importance. Although it seems that in many places the public ex-

pression of tongues has been replaced by corporate prophecy, our experi-

ence has been to not ignore this important gift. At times, when the Lord is 

trying to get our attention in a serious way, He will release the gift of 

tongues. When this gift is expressed, it gets everyone’s attention and 

they are ready to hear the interpretation. In Session 8, we will look at the 

gift of tongues in much more detail.   

 

9. Interpretation of tongues 

 

Definition: The supernatural ability to translate and express the content of 

what has been spoken through the gift of tongues.  

 

Illustration: There are two main ways that an interpretation to a tongues 

message comes. Most commonly, the tongues message is given and the 

interpretation follows. The actual tongues message serves as a catalyst 

for the interpretation. In other words, it stirs the heart of the interpreter 

and the translation of the tongues message is given much like a prophetic 

word. Less frequently, the interpretation comes word-for-word as the 

tongues message is delivered. 

I have given an interpretation to a tongues message on several occa-

sions. Normally, while a person is speaking in tongues, I will receive a 

phrase in my spirit and as I speak it, I receive more. I remember one 

time our worship leader was singing in tongues. It was very beautiful and 

a sense of God’s presence filled the room. As she was singing, I began to 

get the interpretation word-for-word. It was so exciting. As I looked and 

listened to her, I understood every word she was singing.  
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Becoming Alert to Our Spiritual Senses 
 

1. We relate to God through our spiritual senses. 

 

• All of us know that we interact with the outside world through our 

natural senses. We have senses of sight, sound, touch, taste, and 

smell.  

• In the same way that we have natural senses, we also have spiritual 

senses. Through our spiritual senses we relate to God.  

• For example, we can hear God’s voice; see in the Spirit; or feel in the 

Spirit.  

• Although some people have said that they can smell in the Spirit or 

taste in the Spirit, our experience has been that most people either 

hear, see, or feel in the Spirit.  

• None of these senses is better than any other.   

 

2. What God says is more important than how God says it. 

 

• I remember when I first understood that I could receive communica-

tion from God. I really wanted to see visions. I would get jealous of 

others who received great visions from God. I even got angry with the 

Lord because He didn’t speak to me in that way.  

• For several years, it was a real source of frustration for me. Gradually, 

I began to realize that I was created to hear and feel in the Spirit 

rather than see in the Spirit.  

• Finally, when I accepted that the way God speaks to me was not infe-

rior to the way He speaks to others, I had tremendous peace. From 

that time onward, I became confident in my own ability to hear from 

God.  

• Through this, I placed a greater importance on what God said rather 

than how God said it.  

 

3. In order to recognize God’s communication to us through our spiri-

tual senses, we must be spiritually alert. 

 

• The main purpose of our spiritual senses is to receive communication 

from God in order to accomplish His will.  

• To hear God’s voice on a regular basis, we need to be in tune with our 

spirit-man—always aware of our spiritual senses. This is a major fac-

tor in discerning that God is speaking to our spirit.  

• I believe that God speaks regularly to many people who do not recog-

nize His voice. They have not yet perceived that the things they feel, 

see, hear or know is actually God’s voice to them!  

• When people awake to these promptings of the Spirit, they begin to 

move in the gifts in powerful ways.  
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Classifying the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
 

1. God communicates to us through the Revelation Gifts, Speaking Gifts, 

and Power Gifts. 

 

• The Revelation Gifts 

 

� The gifts of the Holy Spirit that communicate unknown infor-

mation to us. 

� These gifts include words of wisdom, words of knowledge, and 

distinguishing of spirits. 

 

• The Speaking Gifts 

 

� The gifts of the Holy Spirit that are expressed through speak-

ing. 

� These gifts include prophecy, various kinds of tongues, and in-

terpretation of tongues. 

 

• The Power Gifts 

 

� The gifts of the Holy Spirit that activate and release God’s 

power.  

� These gifts include faith, gifts of healing, and effecting of mira-

cles. 

 

2. Five of the nine gifts of the Spirit can be further classified as Hearing 

Gifts. 

 

• Five of the nine gifts of the Spirit involve recognizing God’s voice and 

then speaking or acting upon what God has said. These five gifts can 

be further classified as Hearing Gifts.   

• The Hearing Gifts are words of knowledge, words of wisdom, distin-

guishing of spirits, prophecy, and interpretation of tongues. 

• One important key to functioning in any of the manifestations of the 

Holy Spirit is to recognize the voice of God through one of these Hear-

ing Gifts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now we will look at how God communicates to us 

through the Hearing Gifts. In other words, we will see 

common ways that God may give us a word of knowl-

edge, a word of wisdom, or a prophecy. We will look at 

common communication channels that God uses to trans-

mit information to us. 
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Nine Common Ways God Speaks to Us Through the Hearing Gifts 
 

1. Internal audible voice 

 

• When God speaks through an internal audible voice, we hear an actual 

voice in our spirit-man. It is internal and not heard by others. How-

ever, it appears as though someone were speaking to us within our 

inner man.  

• As I review my walk with the Lord, I can remember two occasions 

when I heard God speak to me in this way. The impression came 

somewhat like a strong thought, but it was louder and clearer within 

my spirit.  

• In both cases, there was absolutely no doubt that God was speaking 

to me. I didn’t wonder if this was God or if I was imagining it. I knew 

it was God.  

• In both cases, I was in tremendous turmoil over issues that were af-

fecting the church that I pastor. I needed an answer. Once God spoke 

clearly to me, I knew how to handle the situations and peace entered 

my heart.   

 

2. A phrase 

 

• Most often, when we hear God speak to us through a phrase, it is 

more of a thought than an internal voice. Frequently, it is just the be-

ginning of what God desires to speak.  

• As we act on the phrase, we usually receive additional revelation. Of-

ten, prophetic words begin with a small phrase.  

• Many times, when God is giving me a prophetic word either for an in-

dividual or a group, He will only give me a fragment of a sentence. As 

I begin to speak the prophetic word based upon this, more revelation 

comes.  

• Often the sentence fragment will be what primes the pump. As you 

speak out in faith, you become a conduit for the Lord to speak 

through you. Most of what you say bypasses your mind and comes 

directly from your spirit to your voice.  

• Words of knowledge, words of wisdom and discernment can also come 

as a phrase.  

 

3. A word 

 

• A word comes just as it sounds. In our thoughts, we may hear one 

word.  

• For example, when ministering in deliverance, the Holy Spirit will give 

us discerning of spirits. We then hear one word—the name of the de-

monic spirit that we need to address to liberate a person from bond-

age.  

• In praying for the sick as well, we may hear a word like heart. This 

word is intended to give us insight into how we should minister. This 

word implies that there are some people present that need prayer for 

their hearts.  
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• From my experience, it seems as if God speaks a “word” most often 

as words of knowledge, words of wisdom or discerning of spirits.   

 

4. The Rhema word 

 

• Rhema is actually the Greek transliteration meaning utterance or spo-

ken word.  

• One application of rhema—which is important in hearing the voice of 

God—is when a word of Scripture is quickened in our spirit as a now 

word for a particular situation.  

• Let me illustrate with an example from my own life. Recently, I have 

been praying that God would use our ministry training center, Life 

School International (LSI), to prepare the nations for the return of the 

Lord. At the same time, I have been seeing the number “222” every-

where.  

• After repeatedly seeing this number on clocks, signs, and license 

plates, I knew that God was trying to speak to me. At first I did not 

understand what He was saying. However, one day I came across 2 

Timothy 2:2 and it stuck in my spirit. Finally, I realized that God was 

giving me this verse as a “rhema” word for LSI.  

• In 2 Timothy 2:2, Paul instructs us to entrust our teachings with faith-

ful men and women who can in turn teach others. Through this 

“rhema” word, the Lord was giving me a strategy of multiplication to 

spread LSI throughout the world.  

• Ever since the Lord gave me this word, I have been praying with 

God’s strategy and wisdom for LSI. I have been asking God to give me 

faithful people in the nations that we can teach who will also be able 

to teach others.   

 

5. Supernatural intuition 

 

• Supernatural intuition is when we have immediate knowledge about 

God’s will without conscious reasoning. In other words, we just know 

the will of God in a particular circumstance.  

• Although we don’t hear a specific word or phrase in our spirit, we in-

tuitively know what is happening in a situation, and we know what 

God wants us to do.  

• It is important to understand that this type of knowing is spiritual. It is 

not the same as knowing something in our mind or feeling something 

in our emotions. It is a knowing in our spirit-man. 

• Frequently, God speaks to me through supernatural intuition, espe-

cially when I need wisdom.  

• As a pastor, I constantly need God’s wisdom to guide me and help me 

make decisions. I need more than human wisdom that is based on 

facts, data, and reasoning. I need supernatural wisdom from God.  

• When God gives me His wisdom, I just know what needs to be done. 

In my spirit, I am unmistakably clear about what God is saying. Al-

though I haven’t heard anything in particular, I just know.  

• Don’t underestimate this way of God speaking. It may not be as glam-

orous as getting a vision or a dream, but it is a very important way to 
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hear God.   

 

6. Feelings in the body 

 

• Many times during ministry, God speaks to me through a temporary 

pain or discomfort in my body. This awakens me to the area in which 

the Lord desires to bring healing.  

• For example, if the Lord wants you to pray for heart problems, He 

may give you a brief pain in your chest area. If He wants you to pray 

for asthma, He may give you a temporary shortness of breath. If He 

wants to minister to knees, He may give you a pain in your knee. Of-

ten, He will combine the feeling in the body with a word. Very often, 

feelings like this are used as words of knowledge to initiate healing. 

• Let me share a specific example of this from my book, Learning to 

Hear God’s Voice: 

 

A few years ago, I was ministering at a church in Fiji. Even 

though the meeting was going quite well, I knew that the 

power of God had not yet been released. I was speaking about 

God’s special love for the people at this church. As I finished 

my message on God’s love, I had a sharp, momentary pain in 

my chest. Immediately, I heard the word “heart” in my spirit. 

Because the pain was so sharp, I knew that there were some 

people with serious heart problems.  

I invited everyone with heart problems to come forward for 

prayer. Though I was expecting only one or two people, to my 

surprise, at least thirty came forward. In addition, the Lord 

spoke to me about those who were hurting in their heart be-

cause they did not really know the love of God. As we began to 

pray for these people, the power of God came into the meet-

ing. God moved in a very special way. He liberated many peo-

ple by revealing His love to them. This wonderful demonstra-

tion of God’s power was initiated by a feeling in my body!2 

 

7. Sensing someone else’s burden or bondage 

 

• At times, the Lord will allow you to temporarily feel the burden or 

bondage that someone else is experiencing. You may feel depressed, 

frustrated, overwhelmed, hopeless or any number of other emotions.  

• When you experience these emotions, and nothing has happened to 

make you feel this way, you might be hearing from God. The Lord 

could be giving you a revelation of what someone else feels.  

• Because God allows you to encounter these feelings, He is showing 

you what another person is experiencing. These emotions—or feel-

ings—come so you can pray for people or minister to them. 

• In a similar way, you can feel in your spirit the bondage that someone 

else experiences. You may walk into a room and sense lust or witch-

craft. You may meet or pass by someone and feel anger, frustration or 

just sense that something is wrong in the person’s life. You could very 

well be experiencing what they are going through.  
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• Please note that these feelings should be temporary. The Lord gives 

us this insight so that we will know how to pray or minister to a par-

ticular person.  

• Remember: Jesus took man’s burdens to the cross. We do not have to 

take on another’s depression, anger, or hopelessness to free them. 

Jesus already did this. We feel these emotions temporarily in order to 

help lead them to victory and freedom. 

• God often speaks to my wife in this way. Sometimes, when she walks 

into a room, she will experience what someone is feeling. At other 

times, she can go into a city or region and feel the territorial spirits 

that are over that area. She doesn’t have to stay under these bond-

ages or burdens but receives them only to know how to pray or minis-

ter. 

• A good example to illustrate this way of hearing God comes to mind. A 

group from our church went to a conference in downtown Atlanta. Af-

ter the conference, one of the ladies who attended told us this story: 

 

As the speaker was ministering, she began to feel lustful 

thoughts toward him. For her to think this way about anyone 

was totally unlike her. As her mind wandered, she was very 

surprised that she was having these struggles and she asked 

the Lord the reason for them. The Lord told her it was because 

of the other friend who went to the conference with us. This 

friend was having some marriage problems and had been flirt-

ing with a man from the office where she worked. The lady 

from our church picked up the issue that was going on with her 

friend.3   

 

8. Dreams 

 

• Many times God will speak in dreams. Not all dreams are from God, 

but often He will give us a dream to provide insight, knowledge or wis-

dom about an issue.  

• Quite a few books have been written about dreams and how to inter-

pret them. For example, certain animals and objects can have specific 

meanings that help in their interpretation. However, the ultimate in-

terpretation comes by seeking the Lord diligently.  

• Since dreams are somewhat of a parable, we must rely on the Lord to 

help us decode them. As we inquire of the Lord about a dream’s 

meaning, He will show us. 

• Dreams can be a powerful way to hear from God. God may use a 

dream to speak to us in areas that we would not even consider. Since 

our mind is idle, He bypasses our preconceived ideas or limits.  

• Michael, my second son, has a lot of dreams. Many of these are help-

ful in dealing with ministry issues. Others give alerts to prayer needs 

in the city or nation. Some are even warnings that awaken us to po-

tential difficulties.  

• Dreams are a most helpful way that God speaks to His people. 
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9. Visions 

 

• A vision is a picture within our spirit-man that occurs while we are 

awake.  

• A vision can be in color or black and white. It can be a brief picture 

that appears in our mind or it can be extensive. We can have a vision 

while our eyes are open or shut.  

• A vision is intended to help us see things in the spirit.  

• Many times, a vision requires interpretation. This requires that we 

hear from God about how to translate the intended meaning.  

• Visions are very powerful in ministry situations. As the saying goes, “A 

picture is worth a thousand words.” A vision adds vivid insight that far 

surpasses the limitations of words. 

• The wife of an Elder in our church has visions quite often. When we 

are ministering to people, I generally ask her to be a part of our min-

istry team. Her visions add so much insight into the needs of the per-

son we are praying for.  

• It is great when you can have a team of people praying and minister-

ing together. One team member might have a vision while another 

might hear a word or feel in the spirit.  

• When a team functions together—each knowing God’s voice in the dif-

ferent ways that He speaks—the person you are ministering to re-

ceives a blessing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes 

 
1. Kessler, Learning to Hear God’s Voice, pp. 76-78. 

2. Ibid., pp. 97-98. 

3. Ibid., p. 99. 

Hearing God’s voice will add tremendous excitement and 

blessing to your walk with the Lord. It will also bless 

many people that you will minister to. Now is the time to 

begin or continue your journey into recognizing God’s 

voice for ministry. 
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Review Questions 
 

True or False 

 

1. A miracle is a supernatural demonstration of God’s power that bypasses the 

natural laws and transforms nature, circumstances, or individual needs. 

 

2. Supernatural intuition is an important way that God speaks to us. 

 

3. Three of the Fivefold Leadership gifts are apostle, prophet, and teacher. 

 

4. How God says something is more important than what God says. 

 

5. A word of knowledge is the result of us thinking through a problem using rea-

son, logic, and common sense. 

 

6. A word of wisdom, a word of knowledge, and faith are examples of Motiva-

tional Gifts. 

 

7. The Power Gifts include faith, gifts of healing, and effecting of miracles. 

 

8. The five Hearing Gifts are healing, faith, miracles, words of knowledge, and 

words of wisdom. 

 

  

 Fill in the Blank 

 

9. _________ is an unexplainable impartation of assurance that God will act on our be-

half.  

 

10. ___________ is speaking forth the mind and counsel of God to edify, exhort, com-

fort, warn or direct.  

 

11. ___________ ____ __________ is the ability to discern what type of spirit is in op-

eration in a given situation. 

 

12. _____________ is the immediate or gradual restoration of health to the body, mind 

or emotions through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

13. In order to recognize God’s communication to us through our spiritual __________, 

we must be spiritually ________. 

 

14. The manifestations of the Holy Spirit are ______________ demonstrations of the 

Holy Spirit’s power in order to meet a _________ need at a given _________. 
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From the list on the right, identify which form of communication best matches the de-

scription on the left.  
 

15. A word of Scripture is quickened in 

our spirit as a now word for a par-

ticular situation.  

 

16. We might feel depressed, frus-

trated, overwhelmed, or hopeless 

for a brief moment of time. 

 

17. Helps us see things in the spirit. 

 

18. When we have immediate knowl-

edge about God’s will without con-

scious reasoning. 

 

19. God speaks to us when our mind is 

idle and He bypasses our precon-

ceived ideas or limits. 

 

20. It is usually just the beginning of 

what God desires to speak. 

 

 

 
  

Possible Matches for 15-20 

 

a. Internal audible voice 

b. A phrase 

c. A word 

d. The Rhema word 

e. Supernatural intuition 

f. Feelings in the body 

g. Sensing someone else’s 

burden or bondage 

h. Dreams 

i. Visions 


