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Ministering As Jesus Did 

Imitating Jesus 

 

1. We need to know God’s voice for ministry. 

 

• In Sessions 1-2, we talked about intimacy with God—

how we can speak to Him and listen to His voice.  

• Hearing God’s voice brings great joy and fulfillment 

to us. It also allows us to know God’s will and destiny 

for our lives. In these two sessions, we looked pri-

marily at hearing God’s voice for personal edification 

and direction.  

• In Session 3, we saw the importance of discerning 

God’s voice from the other voices that we hear. Ses-

sion 3 applied to hearing God both for personal and 

ministry purposes.  

• In this session, we will make the transition to know-

ing God’s voice for ministry. This will be our focus for 

the remainder of the class.  

• Although God speaks to us for reasons other than 

ministry, if we learn to hear His voice for ministry 

purposes, we can hear His voice whenever He 

speaks.  

 

 

This session covers: 

 

• The need to know God’s voice for ministry 

• A look at how Jesus ministered 

• Examples of Jesus’ pattern of ministry 

• Why we need to minister like Jesus did 

 

This session corresponds to: 

 

• Session 4 of Learning to Hear God’s Voice CDs  

45 



46     Learning to Hear God’s Voice 

2. To be effective in ministry, we must learn to minister like Jesus did. 

 

• Examining the Scriptures, we see that Jesus heard the voice of God in 

order to minister effectively.  

• Jesus only did what His Father told Him to do. By obeying the Father’s 

voice, Jesus operated powerfully with great signs, miracles, and won-

ders.  

• Likewise, in order for us to be effective in ministry, we must learn to 

hear God’s voice. We must imitate the way Jesus ministered by only 

doing what the Father says to do.  

• The following story from my book, Learning to Hear God’s Voice, will 

explain what I mean: 

 

Several years ago, when my second son, Michael, was six 

years old, he played in a children’s baseball league. During the 

season, there was another young boy on his team who was in 

an automobile accident with his dad. The dad was not hurt, but 

the young boy had been injured and went into a coma. He had 

been in the coma for several days when the team heard the 

news. As you can imagine, all of the parents and the boys were 

very upset and concerned. Donna and I were really burdened 

to pray for him and we did, even though we saw no change.  

One day I was driving down the interstate highway (I still 

remember this encounter with God vividly even though it was 

about 20 years ago). As I was driving, I heard God say to me, 

“Go to the hospital and pray with the boy.” I turned the car im-

mediately toward the hospital and went to the boy’s room. He 

was there in a coma, with his mother by his side. I asked her if 

I could pray for his recovery. She eagerly gave me permission, 

even though she and her husband were not Christians. I said a 

brief prayer and left, seeing no change in the boy’s condition. 

But the next day, I heard the wonderful news: The boy had 

come out of the coma and had even gone home. God allowed 

me to be a part of a miracle! Even though the family did not 

respond positively, I had the opportunity to go visit the family 

and tell them about Jesus.1 

 

• From this story, my main point is this: It was essential that I heard 

God’s voice. If I did not hear God tell me to go pray for the boy, I 

probably would not have gone to the hospital. Instead, I would have 

just prayed for him from a distance. But God had different plans. He 

wanted to show His power to this family that did not know Christ.  

• God’s voice initiated a supernatural healing that had a huge impact on 

this family, and on my own life.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Before we can minister like Jesus did, we must under-

stand how He ministered.  
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Four Characteristics of How Jesus Ministered 

 

1. Jesus ministered in response to the needs of people. 

 

• Jesus responded to the requests of the people He encountered. He re-

sponded to people’s faith. He was moved by compassion when He saw 

people’s needs.  

• Jesus ministered in response to the people around Him. For example, 

note the following Scripture: 

 

And it happened when He was in a certain city, that behold, a 

man who was full of leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his face 

and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can 

make me clean.” Then He put out His hand and touched him, 

saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately the leprosy 

left him (Luke 5:12-13, NKJV).  

 

2. Jesus ministered in response to the voice of the Father. 

 

• Although Jesus ministered in response to the people’s needs, His pri-

mary method of ministry was based upon His response to the voice of 

the Father. Note these Scriptures: 

 

Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Him-

self, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, 

the Son also does in like manner (John 5:18-20, NKJV). 

 

I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judg-

ment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the 

will of the Father who sent Me (John 5:30, NKJV). 

 

• Jesus’ method of ministry was based upon what He heard from His 

Father. He only did what His Father told Him to do. Even when Jesus 

responded to people’s requests, He ministered to them through the 

wisdom of the Holy Spirit.  

• This is vastly different from the traditional method of ministry that is 

based mostly upon our response to people’s needs or requests.  

 

3. Jesus ministered in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

• Jesus is God incarnate. He is the unique Son of God, the only begotten 

of the Father. He is unequalled in character, holiness, power, and pu-

rity. He lived a sinless life. He fulfilled the Law with perfect compli-

ance. There has never been another like Him on the earth.  

• Yet, the Bible does not record a single miracle performed by Jesus un-

til the Holy Spirit fell upon Him at His baptism. In fact, after Jesus was 

baptized, He went into the wilderness full of the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:1) 

and returned in the power of the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:14).  

• It was after His wilderness testing, when He was filled with the power 

of God, that He announced the beginning of His ministry. We see this 
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in Luke 4:17-21: 

 

And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He 

opened the book and found the place where it was written, 

“THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE 

ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS 

SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RE-

COVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO 

ARE OPPRESSED, TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE 

LORD.”  And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant 

and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed 

on Him. And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture 

has been fulfilled in your hearing.”   

 

• In an unparalleled way, everything Jesus did was empowered by the 

Holy Spirit under the direction of the Heavenly Father. He moved in 

much more power than anyone in history. There is no doubt that His 

unique nature was a significant reason for this.  

• However, even Jesus needed the anointing of the Holy Spirit to per-

form great signs, miracles, and mighty deeds.  

• When Jesus returned to the Father He sent the Holy Spirit (John 

14:15-30). Just prior to His promise to send us the Spirit, Jesus 

prophesied that we would walk in even greater power because he was 

going to the Father.  

• When we are anointed by the Holy Spirit like Jesus was, we can walk 

in the same power that Jesus did.  

 

4. Jesus ministered after spending much time alone with the Father. 

 

• Even though Jesus was anointed with great power, He still had to 

spend many hours alone in prayer with the Father. Look at Jesus’ 

prayer life in the following Scriptures: 

 

After He had sent the crowds away, He went up on the moun-

tain by Himself to pray; and when it was evening, He was there 

alone (Matt. 14:23). 

 

And it happened that while He was praying alone, the disciples 

were with Him, and He questioned them, saying, “Who do the 

people say that I am?” (Luke 9:18). 

 

Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and 

said to His disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 

And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and 

began to be grieved and distressed. Then He said to them, “My 

soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and 

keep watch with Me.” And He went a little beyond them, and 

fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, 

let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.” 

And He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and 
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said to Peter, “So, you men could not keep watch with Me for 

one hour?” (Matt. 26:36-40). 

 

In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left 

the house, and went away to a secluded place, and was pray-

ing there (Mark 1:35). 

 

After bidding them farewell, He left for the mountain to pray 

(Mark 6:46). 

 

It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, 

and He spent the whole night in prayer to God (Luke 6:12). 

 

• Jesus knew the secret power of prayer. Prayer was the way He nur-

tured His relationship with the Father and positioned Him to hear 

God’s voice.  

 

 

Summarizing Jesus’ Pattern of Ministry 

 

1. Let’s summarize the pattern of ministry that Jesus followed. 

 

• Jesus pursued an intimate relationship with the Father throughout His 

life on earth. He spent many hours, on a regular basis, in the presence 

of the Father. He was devoted to prayer, worship, meditating upon the 

Scriptures, and listening to the Father’s voice.  

• At His baptism, Jesus was anointed for ministry by the Holy Spirit. 

Through the Holy Spirit’s power and because Jesus was unique, He 

was able to hear clearly the voice of the Father and perform extraordi-

nary miracles.  

• Through the direction of the Father, Jesus ministered deeply into peo-

ple’s lives—healing and delivering them from the works of the devil.  

• As a result of this ministry style, Jesus heard, saw, and knew what the 

Father was doing and was able to accomplish the Father’s work.  

• Jesus’ intimate walk with the Father allowed Him to hear the voice of 

God and obey in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

  

 

Six Examples of Jesus’ Pattern of Ministry 

 

1. Jesus heard the Father for healing the sick. 

 

• In Luke 5, Jesus miraculously healed a paralyzed man. But notice a 

very important phrase in Luke 5:17: 

We need to minister in the same way that Jesus minis-

tered.  
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Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that 

there were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who 

had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. 

And the power of the Lord was present to heal them. 

 

• From this passage, we see that the power of God was present for 

healing on this particular day. Jesus knew that the Father wanted Him 

to pray for the sick.  

• In John 5:1-8, Jesus healed a man who was sick for 38 years. What 

an amazing display of God’s power to heal a man that was ill for so 

long! Yet note verse 6. Jesus asked the man, “Do you wish to get 

well?”  

• The Father revealed to Jesus the key to this man’s healing. It was the 

desire to be restored.  

• Quite possibly, this man had grown comfortable in his infirmity. He did 

not have to work. Other people took care of his needs. This man 

probably had a complacent attitude toward being healed.  

• Because Jesus heard from the Father concerning the root issue, Jesus 

had the key that would unlock his healing. So before Jesus healed 

him, he had to stir afresh a desire for healing within him. Once this 

happened, Jesus instantly restored his ability to walk.  

• Again, we see how hearing God was a necessary part of Jesus’ healing 

ministry.   

 

2. Jesus heard the Father for offering salvation to the lost. 

 

• John 4 records the powerful encounter of Jesus with the woman at the 

well. This is probably a familiar story to you. Jesus revealed Himself to 

the woman and through her salvation, much of the city was saved. A 

powerful move of God was initiated with that one encounter at the 

well.  

• Although this is one of the greatest stories of evangelism in the Bible, 

have you ever thought about how this came about? What caused all of 

these people to receive Jesus as their Savior?  

• To answer this question, let’s look at John 4:39: “And many of the Sa-

maritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the 

woman who testified, ‘He told me all that I ever did.’”  

• Earlier in the encounter, Jesus heard the voice of the Father. The Fa-

ther showed Jesus that this woman had been married five times, and 

she was presently living with a man who was not her husband.  

• Because He heard the Father reveal specific details about her life, it 

led to her salvation and to the salvation of much of the city.  

 

3. Jesus heard the Father for wisdom to select leadership. 

 

• Jesus also heard from the Father about whom to select for leadership. 

Note this passage from John 1:43-51: 

 

The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found 

Philip and said to him, “Follow Me.” Now Philip was from Beth-
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saida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and 

said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, 

and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 

Joseph.” And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come 

out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” Jesus 

saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, “Behold, 

an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!” Nathanael said to 

Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered and said to him, 

“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I 

saw you.” Nathanael answered and said to Him, “Rabbi, You 

are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus an-

swered and said to him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you un-

der the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things 

than these.” And He said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 

hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God 

ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”  

 

• Jesus called Philip to follow Him. Philip then found Nathanael and 

asked him to follow Jesus. Nathanael had some doubts about following 

Jesus. These doubts were erased when Jesus told him specific things 

about his life.  

• Jesus told him that he had seen him under the fig tree even before 

Philip had called him. He also told him other things about his destiny.  

• Because Jesus received prophetic insight, Nathanael received the 

courage to be a leader and follow after Jesus.  

• Again, we see powerful results when Jesus obeyed the voice of the 

Father for ministry.  

 

4. Jesus heard the Father for wisdom to handle a problem. 

 

• In John 8, Jesus was thrust into the midst of a real dilemma. The 

Scribes and Pharisees were trying to put to death a woman caught in 

adultery. They were also trying to catch Jesus in a violation of the Law 

in order to accuse Him.  

• His response was amazing. He said “He who is without sin among you, 

let him be the first to throw a stone at her” (John 8:7). What an an-

swer! What wisdom!  

• Earlier that morning, Jesus had been to the Mount of Olives—most 

likely to meet with His Father in prayer. As the need arose, He knew 

from the Father exactly what to say to diffuse a very difficult situation.  

• We see once again how hearing the voice of God helps in ministry 

situations.  

 

5. Jesus heard the Father for wisdom to teach. 

 

• In John 9, Jesus revealed to His disciples that He was the Light of the 

world. Because of this, He told the disciples that they must do the 

works of the Father while the opportunity was available.  

• But what led to this teaching opportunity? It was through a blind 

man’s sight being supernaturally restored. 
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• Before Jesus taught about Himself as the Light of the world, He and 

the disciples saw a blind man. The disciples wanted to know why the 

man was blind from birth. Jesus told them that it was not due to sin, 

but so the works of God could be displayed in him.  

• Because Jesus had supernatural wisdom—knowing the reason why the 

man was afflicted—it led to a miraculous healing and a teaching op-

portunity.  

• Jesus used this miracle as a picture of what we are like without Him. 

We walk in spiritual darkness, blinded by sin, until the Light of the 

world shines into our hearts and guides us into the truth.   

 

6. Jesus heard the Father for faith for the supernatural. 

 

• In John 11, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. With many people 

gathered around, it took great faith for Jesus to say “remove the 

stone” from the tomb.  

• Jesus operated on a level of faith that is far beyond what we are ac-

customed to.  

• So what gave Jesus the faith to believe that Lazarus would be raised 

from the dead? Earlier in the chapter, when Lazarus was about to die 

from his illness, Mary and Martha asked Jesus to heal him. Instead of 

healing him, Jesus spoke these words of promise: “This sickness is not 

unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glo-

rified through it” (John 11:4).  

• Jesus heard the voice of the Father speak a promise that He would 

raise Lazarus from the dead. This word gave Jesus the supernatural 

faith to perform an extraordinary miracle.  

 

 

We Need to Minister Like Jesus Did 

 

1. Jesus’ style of ministry is a model for all believers to follow. 

 

• Jesus did not minister in the way that He did just because He was the 

Son of God. Nor was His ministry style applicable to a select few 

throughout history.  

• Jesus chose this style of ministry for all who followed Him. Note this 

familiar passage in Mark 3:13-15: 

 

And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He 

Himself wanted. And they came to Him. Then He appointed 

twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might send 

them out to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses and 

to cast out demons. 

 

• Jesus taught the twelve apostles to minister using the following 

model: 

 

1. Live in an intimate relationship with Him 

2. Hear His voice  
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3. Go out as a sent one, based on His direction, to preach, teach, 

heal, and cast out demons.  

 

• We are all called to minister in the same way Jesus did.  

 

2. As we minister like Jesus, we will perform great works in His name. 

 

• Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the 

works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall 

he do; because I go to the Father” (John 14:12). 

• Jesus said that His disciples would perform greater miracles than He 

did.  

• For us to see this promise fulfilled, we must learn to minister like Je-

sus did.  

 

 

Four Reasons Why We Must Minister Like Jesus 

 

1. Ministering like Jesus bears witness to Him. 

 

• In John 5:36, Jesus said that His works testified of Him. When we 

minister as Jesus did, we bear witness to the reality of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. It also shows the world that the Father sent Him to redeem 

mankind.  

• Let me illustrate this point from a story in my book, Learning to Hear 

God’s Voice: 

 

I remember one Sunday morning at church. The father of a 

lady who attended our church was visiting. He was from an-

other city thousands of miles away, so I had never met him 

and knew nothing about him. Later, I found out that he was 

not a Christian. His daughter really wanted him to accept Christ 

as his Savior. As the service progressed, I began to have diffi-

culty breathing. This feeling only lasted a few seconds, but I 

knew God was speaking to me about the condition of someone 

in the room. I asked the Lord what He was saying, and I heard 

the word “emphysema.” At the appropriate time, I asked if 

there was anyone present who suffered from emphysema. No-

body responded so I went on with the meeting. When the ser-

vice was over, the lady told me that the word was for her fa-

ther. God wanted to heal him. But more importantly, God de-

sired the ministry to bear witness to Jesus. This man—whether 

he responded to the request for prayer or not—knew that God 

had spoken. The word bore witness to the reality of God to this 

unsaved man. Had I just asked for anyone with a need to come 

forward for prayer, it would have had no impact upon the most 

important issue—that God is real and cares about him.2  
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2. Ministering like Jesus allows us to do what God is doing. 

 

• Hearing and obeying God allows us to flow in the anointing of the Holy 

Spirit. Because God is merciful, anytime we minister out of a sincere 

heart He will bless our prayers and effort.  

• However, God releases far greater power on what He initiates. He will 

bless what we do, but the greatest anointing comes when we hear His 

voice and obey.  

• In recent years, the Lord has allowed me to equip pastors. Whenever I 

do a pastor’s conference, one message that I often teach relates to 

keeping your worship service in the river of God.  

• I instruct them that God has a specific plan for every meeting. I teach 

that there is a river that flows from the throne and our task as leaders 

is to discover the river, jump into it ourselves, and direct the service 

into it.  

• I tell them that there is life in the river (see Ezek. 47:9) and on the 

banks of the river, there are trees that produce fruit for food and 

leaves for healing (see Ezek. 47:12). Hearing God’s voice and direct-

ing the service accordingly allows us to jump in this river of the Holy 

Spirit and do what He is doing.  

 

3. Ministering like Jesus compliments the written Word in accomplish-

ing God’s will. 

 

• Many Jewish believers knew about Isaiah’s prophecy about the virgin 

birth. However, Mary did not know that she was the chosen virgin un-

til she heard the voice of God through an angel.  

• Hearing God’s voice compliments the written Word by applying it to 

our lives and ministry situations.  

• For example, we know that God is our healer; however, we often don’t 

know if God wants to heal in a certain service. When we receive a 

word of knowledge, we know that He desires to heal a certain condi-

tion.  

• This builds faith in us and in the person for whom we are praying.  

 

4. Ministering like Jesus builds faith in the person for whom we are 

praying. 

 

• When we are ministering to someone and God reveals something to us 

about them that was previously unknown, it helps them know that 

God is at work.  

• It helps them know that God is truly speaking, it builds up their faith, 

and positions them to receive from God. 

• Think with me about the illustration I shared at the beginning of this 

session. Had I just told the mom that I came to pray for the boy, it 

would have only produced a certain level of hope. However, when I 

informed her that God spoke to me and told me to pray for him, it re-

sulted in a level of faith.  

• There is a big difference between hoping for God to move and faith 

that expects God to move. Hearing God releases faith.  
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Learn to Minister Like Jesus Did 

 

1. Learn to minister like Jesus did and you will be amazed. 

 

• Every believer has a call to minister. Not everyone will preach or 

teach, but we are all called to use our gifts to advance the kingdom of 

God.  

• Ministry is much more fun, rewarding, and powerful if we learn to 

minister as Jesus did.  

• Maybe you have never seen God move supernaturally as a result of 

your prayers. Maybe you have only been ministering in response to 

people’s needs. Maybe you have never heard God tell you what He 

wanted to do.  

• As we conclude this session, I want to challenge you to seek God for 

what He is doing and partner with Him in His work. Learn to minister 

like Jesus did. Test the results. You will be amazed!  

 

 

 

Notes 

 
1. Kessler, Learning to Hear God’s Voice, pp. 60-61. 

2. Ibid., pp. 72-73. 
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Review Questions 
 

 

True or False 

 

1. Jesus’ style of ministry is unique and cannot be imitated since He is the Son 

of God. 

 

2. In essence, hope and faith are the same thing. 

 

3. Although Jesus ministered in response to the voice of the Father, His primary 

method of ministry was based upon His response to people’s needs. 

 

4. Ministering like Jesus builds hope in the person we are praying for. 

 

5. Every believer is called to minister. 

 

6. Believers are called to do the same works, and even greater works, than Je-

sus did. 

 

7. Hearing God’s voice is essential if we want to minister like Jesus did. 

 

8. Jesus performed several miracles before the Holy Spirit came upon Him. 

 

  

 Fill in the Blank 

 

9. Jesus heard the Father for offering _____________ to the ________. 

 

10. Ministering like Jesus builds __________ in the person for whom we are praying. 

 

11. To be ____________ in ministry, we must learn to ___________ like Jesus did. 

 

12. We need to know God’s voice for ____________. 

 

13. Jesus heard the Father for ___________ to teach. 

 

14. Jesus’ ___________ of ministry is a __________ for all believers to follow.  

 

15. Ministering like Jesus __________ ___________ to Him. 

 

16. As we minister like Jesus, we will perform __________ ____________ in His name. 
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Identify four reasons why we need to minister like Jesus from the list on the right and 

place the correct letters in the spaces next to questions 17 through 20. 

 

 

17. _____ 

 

18. _____ 

 

19. _____ 

 

20. _____ 

 

  
  

Possible Matches for 17-20 

 

a. Ministering like Jesus improves our reputation. 

b. Ministering like Jesus bears witness to Him. 

c. Ministering like Jesus allows us to do what God is doing. 

d. Ministering like Jesus will give us more ministry opportu-

nities. 

e. Ministering like Jesus compliments the written Word in 

accomplishing God’s will. 

f. Ministering like Jesus builds faith in the person for whom 

we are praying. 

g. Ministering like Jesus give us favor in the marketplace. 


