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Discerning God’s Voice 

The Character of God’s Voice 

 

1. We must learn to extract the true word of the Lord 

from the other voices that we hear. 

 

• As believers, there are many voices that speak to us. 

From Session 2, we saw that not only is God speak-

ing to us, but also our own thoughts, wills, and emo-

tions speak to us.  

• We are bombarded by the voice of the world on a 

regular basis. And demonic spirits frequently whisper 

lies into our minds.  

• Yet we know from the words of Jesus that His “sheep 

follow him because they know his voice. A stranger 

they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, 

because they do not know the voice of strangers” 

(John 10:4-5).  

• To be effective in hearing God’s voice for guidance 

and ministry, we must learn to discern the source of 

the voices that we hear.  

• As God told Jeremiah, “If you extract the precious 

from the worthless, you will become My spokesman” 

(Jer. 15:19).  

 

 

 

This session covers: 

 

• The character of God’s voice 

• Eight traits of God’s voice 

• How to examine the voices that we hear 

 

This session corresponds to: 

 

• Session 3 of Learning to Hear God’s Voice CDs  
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2. God’s voice speaking into our lives will be consistent with His charac-

ter and Word. 

 

• When I began the journey of learning to hear the voice of God, I did 

not have a mentor. I came from a church that did not place a high pri-

ority on hearing God’s voice. Instead, the emphasis was on reading 

and obeying the Bible. Although this is the most important aspect in 

hearing and obeying God, we still must hear the Lord speak to us per-

sonally.  

• Jesus rebuked the Pharisees—who studied and obeyed the Bible rigor-

ously—because they had never heard God’s voice (John 5:37). So the 

Bible is foundational in hearing God, but we still must hear Him speak 

to our spirits.  

• As I pioneered through the unfamiliar territory of learning to hear 

from God, I had to learn by trial and error. I drew from a variety of 

classes and teachings. I listened to cassette tapes and went to differ-

ent conferences.  

• Although I learned a lot from these sources, it did not keep me from 

making my share of mistakes. In order to help us discern God’s voice, 

I want to share one mistake I made several years ago. This example 

will highlight the necessity of understanding the character of God’s 

voice.  

 

One particular Sunday morning, we needed someone to help us 

out with praise and worship. Since our praise team would not 

be at church, we invited a lady from another ministry to fill in. 

This lady is a very sweet and anointed servant of God. We 

knew her very well from another ministry with which we had a 

good working relationship. At the time, she and her husband 

were trying to have children. They had been married for quite a 

number of years and had not yet conceived. At the end of the 

service—as we sometimes do when guests come to our 

church—we prayed for her. Our desire was to bless her and 

meet her needs. As we were ministering to her, a woman who 

was a member in our church began to speak “prophetically” 

over her. This woman—who has since left us—had quite a 

reputation for accurate prophetic insight. As she delivered the 

word, she told our guest worship leader that she and her hus-

band would have a deformed child. She told them the reason 

for this was the amount of love that they could give the child. 

You can imagine the shock, discouragement, fear and anger 

this produced. 

Months later, I woke up to what had happened. I called our 

guest, apologized to her, and asked her forgiveness. She was 

very gracious and willingly forgave. I prayed to break off any 

curse that the word might have released on her and her hus-

band. A few years later, we received the good news that she 

had a baby—a perfectly healthy son. Praise the Lord for His 

mercy! 

Although I didn’t actually give this word, my mistake was in 
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keeping silent. As the pastor, I did not bring the necessary cor-

rection after the word was given. My lack of correction indi-

cated that I thought that the word was correct. Though this 

was a mistake on my part, we can learn many valuable lessons 

about distinguishing the voice of God from this example.1 

 

• First of all, this word was not consistent with the character of God’s 

voice. James 3:17-18 reads:  

 

But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gen-

tle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, 

without hypocrisy. And the seed of whose fruit is righteousness 

is sown in peace by those who make peace. 

 

• James said that God’s wisdom has all of these attributes. Therefore, 

whenever God speaks, it will be: 

 

� Pure 

� Peaceable 

� Gentle 

� Reasonable 

� Full of mercy 

� Full of good fruits 

� Unwavering 

� Without hypocrisy  

 

• God’s voice speaking into our lives will be consistent with His charac-

ter and Word. From our example, not only was the word spoken by 

this woman not in line with God’s character, it also brought discour-

agement and death.  

• God’s voice is just the opposite. He always speaks the best into our 

lives. His word brings life into our situation.  

• Jeremiah 29:11 states, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward 

you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a 

future and a hope.”  

• God’s voice will lead us by the still waters and restore our souls (Ps. 

23).  

• God’s voice is also filled with kindness. Paul said, “It is the goodness 

of God that leads you to repentance” (Rom. 2:4). God’s voice of kind-

ness produces true repentance and holiness. God’s kindness draws us 

to Him.  

 

3. The voice of the Lord builds us up and encourages us to continue on 

with God. 

 

• Paul said, “But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation 

and comfort to men” (1 Cor. 14:3).  

• Additionally, the voice of the Lord helps us to fight the fight of faith:  

 

This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accor-

dance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, 
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that by them you fight the good fight, keeping faith and a good 

conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck 

in regard to their faith (1 Tim. 1:18-19). 

 

 

Eight Traits of God’s Voice 

 

1. God’s voice always aligns with Scripture. 

 

• God’s voice may disagree with our interpretation of Scripture, but it 

will never disagree with Scripture.  

• God will not speak something to us that is contrary to the Word. The 

Spirit and the Word will agree.  

• Let me illustrate with an example that I have heard many times.  

 

A Christian girl who desires to go on with God is married to a 

man who is very complacent in his walk with the Lord. She 

knows that neither she nor her family can reach their full po-

tential in God unless her husband changes or she gets a new 

husband. After years of trying to make her marriage work, 

nothing changes. Suddenly she “hears” a word to divorce her 

husband and marry a more spiritual man with whom she can 

fulfill her destiny. In fact, she even knows the man that she is 

to marry. This man has been showing her a lot of interest at 

church. Although his advances seem innocent, she is being 

drawn to him more and more. For years, she has longed for a 

spiritual man like this. When she “hears” the voice say that he 

is to be her husband, she is filled with excitement. She can 

now fulfill her destiny in God! She believes that she is to di-

vorce her husband and he is to divorce his wife, leaving his 

wife with the two children.2  

 

• The problem in this illustration is that the Scriptures speak against di-

vorce (this is not to say that there is never a biblical reason for di-

vorce). She has not heard the voice of the Lord. Instead, she has 

heard the voice of her emotions speaking to her.  

• God’s voice will always agree with the Scriptures.  

 

2. God’s voice is filled with hope. 

 

• God’s voice does not nag, whine or argue. It is not mean or condemn-

ing. When God speaks, it is calm, quiet, confident, and filled with 

hope.  

• God’s voice often calls us to change certain aspects of our life. He 

might encourage us to get free of bondage or to overcome a flesh pat-

tern. He could also exhort us to get victory over a certain besetting sin 

or to surrender an area to Him. 

• At times, a believer struggling with some difficult issue might “hear” a 

voice implying that if they don’ get victory soon, calamity will strike. 

Although God does warn those who continue to walk in open rebellion, 
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He treats the sincere but immature differently. God will not speak 

some horrible consequence for those who are truly trying to follow the 

Lord, but are falling short in an area of life.  

• God’s voice empowers us with hope and redemption. His voice is reas-

suring, certain, and positive.  

 

3. God’s voice produces good fruit. 

 

• If we have a lifestyle of listening to God’s voice and obeying it, we 

should have a life that exhibits the fruit of God’s blessing and leader-

ship. 

• Proverbs 10:22 reads, “It is the blessing of the LORD that makes rich, 

and He adds no sorrow to it.”  

• Over time, hearing and obeying God’s voice will produce the good fruit 

of blessing in our lives. It will put our individual life, family, job, and 

ministry calling in order.  

• When God speaks, it will produce blessings that money can’t buy. 

God’s voice will produce prosperity in our lives. His voice will lead to 

blessing whereas other voices lead to strife, dissension, and failure. 

• Let me illustrate this point with a story from my book, Learning to 

Hear God’s Voice: 

 

When I was an associate pastor, there was a married couple in 

our church who believed they heard God on all sorts of issues. 

A day came when they believed God was telling them that the 

husband should quit work and go back to college. So he quit 

his job and started school. Their plan was to live by faith. The 

only problem was that the wife was a stay-at-home mom. So 

in a very short time they began to struggle financially. The 

church saw their need and began to help them out. This went 

on for a while. The couple was praising God, thinking that He 

was providing for them in response to their faith. The church 

began to get very weary supporting a family that was not 

working. Finally, the entire situation exploded and they went 

back to work.3  

 

• They were not living by faith. Rather, they were living by the compas-

sion and mercy of those around them. What they “heard” from God 

did not bear good fruit.  

• Later, they came to the church and confessed that they had not heard 

God correctly. Everything ended fine; however, we all learned a valu-

able lesson.  

• God’s voice bears good fruit.  

 

4.  God’s voice is quiet and soft. 

 

• At times, God will speak in a thundering way; however, the majority 

of the time God will speak in a still, small voice (1 Kings 19:11-12). 

His voice is quiet, soft, and easy to miss.  

• As I said in an earlier session, there have been times when I heard 
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God’s voice in a thundering way. At those times, there was absolutely 

no doubt that I had heard from God. However, the most common way 

that God speaks to me is in a still, small, quiet voice.  

• This forces me to listen very closely so that I do not miss what He is 

saying. At times, very profound words have come to me very softly—

almost imperceptibly. God’s voice will most often come as a whisper.  

• If we have a lifestyle of listening to God’s voice and obeying it, we 

should have a life that exhibits the fruit of God’s blessing and leader-

ship. 

 

5. God’s voice may come to us in ways that are easy to reject. 

 

• Frequently, God comes to us in ways that make it easy for us to reject 

Him.  

• He came to us as a baby in a stable when we were looking for a prince 

on a white horse. He came to us as a sacrificial Lamb when we were 

expecting a reigning King. He came to us in the weakness of human 

flesh when we were anticipating the fullness of glory.  

• Even now, He comes to us in a shadowy dream when we are looking 

for a solid text of Scripture.  

• He only lets us prophesy in part and know in part (1 Cor. 13:9) when 

we want complete understanding.  

• Each of us must be very careful to listen for the voice of God—no mat-

ter what source it comes from.  

• Let me share two illustrations to explain this point. First, God will of-

ten speak to you through another person. At times, the person whom 

God selects is someone you would not have picked to bring you the 

word of the Lord. God’s chosen vessel for the moment may very well 

be someone who really irritates you or has been a thorn in your flesh.  

• In cases like this, your first reaction is to reject the word because you 

don’t like or trust the messenger. However, God will speak to us in 

situations like this so that we will always remain humble before Him.  

• Second, God will often speak through negative circumstances. For ex-

ample, God can use a word that did not originate from Him to speak 

certain things into our lives. Let me explain from a story from my 

book, Learning to Hear God’s Voice:  

 

A few years ago I received a “prophetic” word from a person 

who went to my church at the time. The word was very con-

demning and judgmental. It brought great discouragement and 

oppression to my wife and I. Sometime later, without knowing 

that I had received such a negative word, an internationally 

respected prophet told me that the word was not from God. 

He, my wife, and I broke off the curse that this false word had 

released over us. Immediately, we were free of discourage-

ment and oppression. Interestingly enough, however, though 

the word did not originate from God, the Lord used it to speak 

some things to me. He used this negative word to reveal areas 

that He wanted me to change. Through this traumatic experi-

ence, I learned a valuable truth: We should always ask the 
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Lord to speak His words to us in the midst of the entire mes-

sage. We must all be careful not to reject the message of the 

Lord because we might tend to reject the messenger.4
 

 

 

6. God’s voice is not confined to our theological box. 

 

• Isaiah 55:8-9 tells us that “God’s thoughts are not our thoughts, nei-

ther are your ways my ways.”  

• Many times, God will speak to us in a way that will be completely dif-

ferent from what we expect. We might be in a certain situation where 

we have to hear from God. We believe that God will speak to us in a 

particular way. However, God frequently bypasses our logical conclu-

sions and speaks in an entirely different way than we anticipated. 

• Earlier, I shared about the time when God told me to have more chil-

dren. When He spoke those words to me, having more children was 

not even on my radar screen. My wife and I had no plans to have 

more children. I was asking God to speak to me within the limits that I 

had placed on Him. He spoke outside my limits.  

• Often, God will speak in a way that is very different from what we 

think is the normal or logical way.  

• We must be very careful not to limit the voice of God or to put him 

into a certain box. 

 

7. God’s voice may differ from the opinions of friends or counselors. 

 

• Proverbs 11:14 reads, “In abundance of counselors there is victory.”  

• Although it is good to seek wise counsel in major decisions, we must 

be aware that God’s voice will often be different, even contradictory, 

to the advice of friends, pastors and counselors.  

• Even Jesus encountered this. Every reference Jesus made to His disci-

ples about the cross was met with confusion and resistance.   

• As I think back over my journey with the church I pastor, almost 

every major decision was met with different voices that were contrary 

to what God was saying to me.  

• I would sense the leading of the Holy Spirit in one direction, while 

other people advised me not to go that way. I sensed God’s voice tell-

ing me one thing while my friends and counselors were telling me an-

other.  

• There were many times I had to stand alone in my decision—knowing 

that those around me questioned my choice.  

• While I have certainly made mistakes along the way, for the most 

part, I believe that I have heard God’s voice correctly.  

• Be prepared to stand alone when you know you have heard His voice.  

 

8. God’s voice should be accompanied by His peace. 

 

• Paul said, “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts” (Col. 3:15).  

• For major decisions, I approach the decision-making process from two 

directions. First, I determine whether or not I have heard from God 
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about the decision. Second, I make sure that I have peace in my heart 

about my choice.  

• If I am unsure about the answer to either question, I wait on the Lord 

until I have a stronger sense that I am making the correct decision.  

• Let me illustrate with an example of something that happened to me a 

few years ago: 

 

Our church was in a close relationship with another church. We 

did many things together. The senior pastor and I were work-

ing in the city together and I was learning much from him. One 

day, I went to a mountain park near my home to pray. As I 

was praying, I heard a voice tell me to merge my church with 

this pastor’s church. In one sense, it seemed logical. They had 

strengths where we were weak, and we had strengths where 

they were weak. We would also be much larger, which would 

be helpful in reaching out to more people. But there was one 

thing nagging at me. I did not have a peace that God was say-

ing this to me. I knew I had heard a voice, and I thought it was 

God’s voice. But the peace of God was not present. So I 

waited. I held the word in my heart, and I shared it with my 

wife. We prayed a great deal about this word, but peace never 

came.5 

 

• Consequently I never acted on the word. Years later, I realized that 

the ministry was praying for us to join with them based on their de-

sires and not on the will of God. The voice I heard was the result of 

their self-centered prayers rather than a word from God.  

• When God speaks, calling us to do significant things, His peace will 

rule.  

 

 

Examining the Voices That We Hear 
 

1. In order to discern God’s voice from the many voices that we hear, 

we must examine how the voice affects our lives. 

 

• God’s voice will always produce life while the other voices lead to 

death.  

• Whether it is the voice of the enemy or the voice of our own souls, the 

end result will be unfruitful.  

• God’s voice will lead us into our destiny whereas other voices will lead 

us into a dead end.  

• God’s voice will guide us along the narrow path that leads to life 

whereas other voices will lead us down the broad path that leads to 

destruction.  

  

2. God’s voice convicts rather than condemns. 

 

• For the most part, when God speaks to us, it is to encourage, comfort, 

and exhort us to go on with Him. However, there are times when God 
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will speak a word of correction to us. When God brings correction, His 

word convicts whereas the enemy’s voice condemns.  

• There are several very important distinctions between the convicting 

voice of God and the condemning voice of the enemy. These are listed 

below.  

 

 

  

  

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• True conviction is God’s kindness that leads us to repent. Paul told the 

Roman believers, “The kindness of God leads you to repen-

tance” (Rom. 2:4).  

• When God convicts us, He wants us to change so that we become 

more like Christ. Conviction is cleansing and refreshing to us.  

• Notice the following Scripture: “Therefore repent and return, so that 

your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may 

come from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19).  

• When we are convicted and respond by repenting, the action always 

leads to a refreshing and cleansing feeling in God’s presence.  

• On the other hand, condemnation has no power to change us. It only 

keeps us in the same condition where we feel dirty, discouraged, and 

defiled.  

• We need to remember that God never condemns us, just like Paul 

said:  

 

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has 

set you free from the law of sin and of death (Rom. 8:1-2). 

 
3. God’s voice builds faith, confidence, hope, passion for Jesus and a 

sense of destiny. 

 

• God’s voice is life-giving and faith-inspiring. Notice how Jesus speaks 

to Nathanael: 

Draws us closer to God Pushes us away from God 

Is specific Is vague 

Restores hope and confi-

dence 

Results in discouragement, 

guilt, and shame 

Yields peace, comfort, and 

life 

Yields anxiety, distress, and 

death 

Conviction 

Leads to true repentance  

and change 

Keeps us in the same condi-

tion 

Makes us feel clean  Makes us feel dirty 

Condemnation 
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Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, “Behold, 

an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!” Nathanael said to 

Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered and said to him, 

“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I 

saw you.” Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of 

God; You are the King of Israel” (John 1:47-49). 

 

• In this passage of Scripture, the Father spoke to Jesus about Nathan-

ael through a vision. In turn, Jesus spoke to Nathanael about what He 

had seen. He told Nathanael that there was no guile in him.  

• Because of this vision, Nathanael saw Jesus as the Son of God. It re-

sulted in Nathanael following Jesus as a disciple.  

• This brief passage gives us great insight into how God’s voice encour-

ages, exhorts, and builds up. Jesus’ words to Nathanael instilled faith 

and hope. It produced the courage and confidence Nathanael needed 

to follow Jesus.  

• Similarly, in their first encounter, Jesus spoke faith and confidence 

into the life of Simon when He prophetically called him the Rock (John 

1:42).  

• Another passage of Scripture, 1 Corinthians 14:24-25, adds reinforce-

ment to this concept. It reads: 

 

But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an ungifted man en-

ters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all; the 

secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so he will fall on his face 

and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you.   

 
• Many have interpreted this verse of Scripture to imply the exposing of 

one’s sins. Certainly, that is one way to interpret this passage. How-

ever, viewing this Scripture from another angle reveals the Heavenly 

Father’s love, care, and detailed attention to a person’s life.  
• For example, when a true prophet discloses the details about our 

lives—information that could not be known by another—it shows that 

God is truly there, watching over us.  
• Because we feel His love and care for us through the prophetic word, 

it results in an increased desire to worship and follow Him.  
• God knows our hearts better than we do. He knows our deep secrets 

and the desires that are locked up within us. When He speaks these 

secrets to us, it fills us with a deep sense of awe and changes our 

lives.  
• When God reveals the secrets of our hearts and promises to fulfill our 

deepest longings, we feel especially loved by the Lord. This strength-

ens our faith and confidence. It renews our hope and ignites a new 

passion within us. And it gives us a clearer vision of our destiny.  
 

4. God’s voice produces the fruit of the Spirit. 

 

• Jesus said that believers would be known by their fruit.  

• The voice of God will produce the fruit of the Spirit in our lives: “Love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
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and self-control” (Gal. 5:22-23).  

• In 2 Corinthians 12:7-10, when God spoke to Paul, it produced great 

patience and perseverance within him. Jesus told Paul, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.”  

• This word resulted in patience—a fruit of the Spirit—in Paul’s life.  

• Through this word and the accompanying power that came with it, 

Paul had grace to be content in all circumstances. He embraced weak-

nesses, insults, distresses, persecutions, and difficulties for Christ’s 

sake. 

• Hearing God’s voice produces inner strength within us. This empowers 

us to walk in the fruit of the Spirit as we relate to God and others. 
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1. Kessler, Learning to Hear God’s Voice, pp. 42-43. 

2. Ibid., p. 46. 

3. Ibid., pp. 47-48. 

4. Ibid., pp. 49-50. 

5. Ibid., p. 52. 

 
 

The path that leads to life is narrow. To walk this path, we 

must learn to hear the voice of God. At the same time, we 

must discern God’s voice from the voices that we hear. As we 

learn to decipher God’s voice from the others, we must make 

sure the voices that we hear are consistent with God’s charac-

ter and positively impact our lives.   
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Review Questions 
 

 

True or False 

 

1. God speaks outside of the Bible but not in contradiction to the Bible. 

 

2. When God speaks a word of correction, it brings condemnation until we re-

pent. 

 

3. God’s voice will always align with the counsel that we receive from others. 

 

4. God’s voice is easy to reject. 

 

5. When God speaks, He never contradicts what we think or believe. 

 

6. God’s voice leads us into our destiny. 

 

7. God’s voice always is accompanied by His peace. 

 

  

Fill in the Blank 

 

8. God’s voice produces the ____________ of the Spirit. 

 

9. When God brings correction, His word __________ whereas the enemy’s voice 

_____________. 

 

10. God’s voice speaking into our lives will be consistent with His ____________ and 

__________. 

 

11. God’s voice is ________ and __________. 

 

12. God’s voice is filled with ___________. 

 

13. To be effective in hearing God’s voice for guidance and ministry, we must learn to 

_____________ the ____________ of the voices that we hear. 

 

14. ______________ draws us closer to God; _____________ pushes us away from 

God. 
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Match the statement on the left with the correct trait of God’s voice on the right. 
 

15. Many times, God will speak to us 

in a way that will be completely 

different from what we expect.  

 

16. God’s voice will produce prosper-

ity in our lives. 

 

17. God speaks to us in a shadowy 

dream when we are looking for a 

solid text of Scripture. 

 

18. The Spirit and the Word will 

agree. 

 

19. God’s voice is reassuring, certain, 

and positive. 

 

20. Be prepared to stand alone when 

you know you have heard God’s 

voice. 

 
  

Possible Matches for 15-20 

 

a. God’s voice always aligns with 

Scripture. 

b. God’s voice is filled with hope. 

c. God’s voice produces good 

fruit. 

d. God’s voice is quiet and soft. 

e. God’s voice may come to us in 

ways that are easy to reject. 

f. God’s voice is not confined to 

our theological box. 

g. God’s voice may differ from 

the opinions of friends or 

counselors. 

h. God’s voice should be accom-

panied by His peace.  


