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I. The Old Not Good Enough 

1. We begin this session by asking ourselves “what are we building?” 

a. We saw in the last session the wonderful divine purpose God has for His people, a purpose that includes 
a many membered family to live eternally in full union with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In God’s 
eternal plan, every person ever born is invited to become an eternal, mature son for the heavenly Father 
and an equally yoked bride for the Son to live in intimacy with the Lord as an eternal temple for the Holy 
Spirit, and to partner with Christ forever as God expands His government throughout the vastness of his 
creation in an ever-increasing way. 

b. The primary purpose of the church age is to prepare a people to live in the fullness of these things. This is 
what the Holy Spirt is working on—preparing an eternal inheritance for the Son, and this is our calling and 
what we are to be about in all we do. Whether it relates to our own personal life or what we build as a 
leader in the church we pastor, this is our assignment in this age—to build according to the blueprint 
determined in the eternal council of the Godhead that took place before the foundation of the world. 

c. Now back to the question of what are we building? Whether it is our own personal life or the church we 
lead or both, are we equipping either ourselves or a people to live in God’s eternal purpose in fullness? 
Are we building a Christ centered life or church or are we building a work based on the pride of man, the 
wisdom of man, prior moves of God, or man’s needs and desires? Are we building a Christ centered work 
or a people centered ministry? Do the messages we preach, the ministries we promote, the prayer 
meetings we lead empower people to understand and participate in God’s eternal purpose or are they 
designed to get them through from one week to the next, to pursue lesser purposes, to motivate them to 
give large offerings, to bless them with health and prosperity, or even to take dominion over the seven 
mountains of culture? 

d. I think I know the answer to these questions for most of us. The vast majority of leaders and believers are 
currently not building either their personal life or their church based on God’s eternal purpose. By far, 
most churches are being built with a focus on lesser virtues than God’s eternal purpose. 

e. We live in a time when there is an urgent need for a different wineskin in the global church and virtually 
every church in the world. This is what we will explore in this session. As we begin, let me clarify once 
again that this session and, in fact, the entire module can apply to an individual as it relates to their 
personal walk with the Lord or to a leader of a church as it relates to how they are leading their 
congregation. The principles we discuss apply both to individuals and church leaders. 

f. Whether you are a “one from a city or two from a family” person we spoke of in the first session or a 
leader of a church or group of churches, we want to ask ourselves as we begin this session, “What am I 
building in my heart, my actions, and my church?” 

2. Jesus said that the old is not good enough. 

a. Jesus spoke these words recorded in the gospel of Luke, 

And He was also telling them a parable: "No one tears a piece of cloth from a new garment and puts it 
on an old garment; otherwise he will both tear the new, and the piece from the new will not match the 
old.  "And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the new wine will burst the skins and it 
will be spilled out, and the skins will be ruined.  But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins.  And 
no one, after drinking old wine wishes for new; for he says, ‘The old is good enough’” (Lk. 5:36-39). 
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b. At the end of the above scripture, Jesus shared a very valuable truth. He said that people who have only 
drank the old and have never come out of the old into the new think that the old, that is, what they have 
always been doing is good enough. If they have never ventured out of their old ways and therefore never 
tasted of the new, almost to the person they think that what they are doing is sufficient.  

c. In this parable, Jesus made two more important points for our purposes in this session. First, if you want 
new wine, you must put it in a new wineskin. You cannot put a new thing into an old structure. It will not 
work. Therefore, you must tear down the old structure and then build a new structure in its place to house 
a new thing. Whether the “new structure” is your own heart or the church you lead or both, you cannot 
pour the new wine of eternal purpose into an old structure. Secondly, He said that you cannot just patch 
something new onto an old garment. Just like with the wineskin, it will not work. You must make for 
yourself an entirely new garment with the new clothe of eternal purpose. 

d. We must realize this simple to say but extremely difficult to live truth. We cannot build an eternal purpose 
church or life by just putting a patch on what we have been doing for years. From personal experience, I 
know it will not work. To build an eternal purpose church, we must allow the Holy Spirit to radically strip 
us of the old before He can build in us the new. 

3. The testimony of our home church reinforces this truth. 

a. In January of 2017, the Lord came to us at our home church in a very powerful way. Through a series of 
prophetic encounters, He said that a train was coming and we were not ready for it. He went on to say, 
when it came, it would pass us by if we were not prepared for it. He emphasized that being willing was 
not sufficient; instead, we must be ready. He didn’t tell us when the train would come or what we needed 
to do to get ready. As you can imagine, this word shook us to the core. Before this word came, we believed 
we were accomplishing a lot for the Lord, and in several ways we were. We had a great worship team and 
powerful worship. We had a challenging message every week. We were beginning to intercede with 
prayers that ascended to the heavenly golden altar. Through our Lifeschool ministry, we were impacting 
thousands of churches in Africa with our teachings and church transformation project. 

b. Even though we were doing these things, God began to strongly challenge everything we were doing. It 
took a while for us to grasp the fact that He was stripping us of virtually everything we thought we were 
doing right. Space won’t permit me to share every detail of how it came about, but He called us to lay 
down our worship through music saying that it was hypocritical. As I write this session, it has been six 
months and we have not had it restored. He changed our prayer schedule canceling our primary weekly 
prayer meeting, and as it pertains to Lifeschool He called us to lay down the methodology we have used 
for almost ten years. In summary, He has asked us to surrender virtually everything we held dear.  

c. In addition to these structural changes in our ministry, God is coming to us individually stripping us of sin 
and self. Shortly after delivering the word about readiness, He took us through a major season of 
deliverance in which virtually everyone in our church was set free from varying degrees of demonization—
and I might add in rather dramatic fashion. He continues to confront us in terms of self and sin issues 
calling on us to be transformed. It has not all been hard. While the stripping has been going on, God is 
also revealing His word to us in magnificent ways. He is teaching us about His eternal purpose, about the 
true purpose of the church age, about eternity, and the coming forth of the corporate man in fullness. 
Many things we did not even know existed! 

d. Through all that we have encountered, I have realized that in order for us to build an eternal purpose 
church, we must allow the Holy Spirit to first strip away the old. We must first come out of the old before 
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we can build the new based on God’s eternal purpose. We are learning that we cannot put a patch called 
eternal purpose on our old way of doing things. It will not suffice. The old is not good enough. Eternal 
purpose and an eternal purpose church are not boy scout merit badges we can wear on our old garment. 
If we attempt to build an eternal purpose church that way, it will accomplish nothing. Building an eternal 
purpose church will require us to come completely outside the camp to be stripped of the old and then 
to be re-built based on God’s eternal purpose. 

4. If we are to build an eternal purpose church, we must go outside the camp of our 
familiarity to do so. 

a. The author of Hebrews wrote these words, 

For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an 
offering for sin, are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people 
through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. So, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing 
His reproach. For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come (Heb. 
13:11-14). 

b. The city we are seeking is the new Jerusalem (Heb. 12:22-23) and as the above passage states in order to 
get there we will have to come outside the city of the temporal in order to pursue the eternal. We will 
have to leave the familiar to pursue the unforeseen. We will have to abandon our traditions, our approach 
to following Christ. For most of us, this will require we come out of the way we have lived and the way we 
have led our church.  

c. We must leave all lower purposes in order to pursue and have Christ. There are so many things the present 
day church is pursuing but mostly it is the things of God rather than the Person of Christ. If we want to 
build our life and the church we lead in accordance with God’s eternal purpose, we must first allow the 
Holy Spirit to tear down the old before He builds the new. 

d. God said to Jeremiah, “See, I have appointed you this day over the nations and over the kingdoms, to 
pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant" (Jer. 1:10). Just as God 
spoke to Jeremiah, He is speaking to His church right now—especially those who desire to build an eternal 
purpose church. He is saying “let me do a deep stripping of all the old and lower purposes, and then I will 
build in you a new thing that will be powerful and lasting”—in fact, God will build an eternal work in those 
who will permit it. But make no mistake about it. To transition from where you are to where God desires 
will require a deep work. Most of us think this way. I will learn it this week, teach it next week, and take it 
to the nations in the third week. It will not work this way. We will not be able to put a patch on the old 
things we have been doing. We must let Him do a deep work of tearing down and then let Him slowly build 
us up—then He will let us do. 

e. Therefore before we can build, we must first come outside the camp of what we have been doing to allow 
Him to pluck up, break down, destroy and overthrow. As we surrender fully permitting this deep work, 
God will then build and plant. So, let’s explore the idea of allowing God to tear down the old and lesser to 
prepare us for the new and higher. 
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II. The Colossian Heresy 

1. As stated in Session 1, the book of Colossians addresses a heresy that was seducing 
believers away from the pursuit of God’s eternal purpose. 

a. Let’s begin this session by quoting a few points from Session 1 of this class. I really encourage you to go 
back and read all that was written about Colossians in Session 1. Here are a few key points from what was 
written, 

The book of Colossians occupies a very important place in understanding God’s eternal purpose. Like 
we said earlier, the book of Ephesians focuses on God’s eternal purpose emphasizing its impact on 
the church whereas Colossians, also focused on God’s eternal purpose, emphasizes Christ as the head 
of an eternal purpose church. In this context, Colossians calls on believers to come out of lower 
purposes back to Christ in fullness.  Both books are crucial to our understanding of the eternal purpose 
of the Godhead and how to live in His plan and purpose in fullness. 

As you read through commentaries on Colossians, many refer to a Colossian heresy. In actuality, there 
is no conclusive evidence outside the scriptures to explain exactly what the heresy was. The general 
consensus of commentators is that the heresy which was seducing the Colossian Christians away from 
the true gospel of Christ was a form of Judaism which incorporated Christ but also included Jewish 
practices and a form of mysticism that focused on the veneration of angels. This belief system was not 
that unusual as it was common in that day that a form of Judaism existed that suggested that to get 
to God one had to progress through a hierarchy of angels requiring the worship of them. 

Whatever the heresy, people in the church there had turned away from Paul’s message; as a result, 
his letter to the Colossians was an attempt to turn believers who worshiped there back to Christ as 
head of the church and the true gospel based on God’s eternal purpose as defined in the book of 
Ephesians. Even though the specifics are different, today the vast majority of the church has turned 
away from Christ and Christ in us as the hope of glory. Just like in the days of Paul, the church today 
is focused on shadows rather than the substance which is Christ (Col. 2:17). Thus, the book of 
Colossians is a critical component to understanding how to build an eternal purpose church. 

b. Even a cursory reading of Colossians and also Philippians reveals the issues Paul faced in these churches. 
The following are a few quotes from the books of Colossians and Philippians that offer clarification of what 
he encountered as people were being seduced away from the eternal purpose gospel. Notice the italicized 
phrases as you read, 

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the 
tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ 
(Col. 2:8). 

Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new 
moon or a Sabbath day —things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs 
to Christ. Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship 
of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, and 
not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints 
and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God (Col. 2:16-19). 

If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the 
world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!" (which 
all refer to things destined to perish with use) — in accordance with the commandments and teachings 
of men? These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and 
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self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence (Col. 
2:20-23). 

…a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all (Col. 3:11). 

Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will; the 
latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel; the former proclaim 
Christ out of selfish ambition rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my 
imprisonment. What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; 
and in this I rejoice (Phil. 1:15-18). 

For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare. For they all 
seek after their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:20-21). 

For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the 
cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, 
who set their minds on earthly things (Phil. 3:18-19). 

c. With that background, let’s dig a little deeper into the Colossian heresy as it is much like what is happening 
now in much of today’s church. 

2. One major issue confronting the church at Colossae was the pursuit of the wisdom of 
man. 

a. The word translated philosophy in Colossians 2:8 is the Greek word philosophia. The word comes from 
two other Greek words philo- meaning "love" and -sophos, defined as "wisdom." Thus, philosophy is the 
love or pursuit of wisdom. In the context in which the word is used, it is the love of deceptive wisdom or 
love of wisdom based on the traditions of man. In other words, it is a pursuit of man’s wisdom. There was 
a strong Greek influence in Colossae. In fact, Paul alludes to Greeks when he wrote “there is no Greek and 
Jew” (Col. 3:11). The Greeks loved wisdom and were on a pursuit of it. in fact, Paul wrote about their 
pursuit of wisdom when he wrote that Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom (1 Cor. 1:22). 

b. In the context of Colossians, there were some being persuaded away from the true gospel through the 
wisdom of man as a replacement for the pursuit of Christ. Christians at Colossae were being seduced 
through persuasive arguments (Col. 2:4) away from the centrality of the eternal purpose gospel which had 
been taught by Paul and his associates (Col. 1:1-5). Believers in Colossae were being compromised in their 
faith by arguments based on human wisdom so as to leave the true teachings about Christ. 

c. The specifics may be different today, but the present-day church is being extremely compromised by the 
wisdom of man. Human philosophy permeates much of the church today and just like in the days of Paul, 
God is saying come out of it and return to the Person of Christ.  

3. Another issue facing the Colossian church was the deceptive traditions of man. 

a. Another aspect of the Colossian heresy was referred to as “empty deception according to the tradition of 
men” (Col. 2:8). There was a tradition of man in Colossae that involved the worship of angels and lifestyle 
practices related to approaching God through the veneration of angels. Scholars are unclear exactly what 
the deception was. Whatever the specific tradition was in Colossae, as with all traditions of man, it 
sounded good. It appealed to the natural religious instincts, but it was not something consistent with the 
supremacy of Christ. Paul refers to this tradition as follows,  
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Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the 
angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, and not 
holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints 
and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God (Col. 2:18-19). 

b. Angel worship is not a major deception faced by today’s church; however, there are many other traditions 
of men that have pervaded the mainstream of church life and are leading people astray from the true 
gospel.   

4. The Colossian church faced also what Paul referred to as the elementary principles of 
the world. 

a. The phrase translated elementary principles is one word in the Greek meaning in a religious sense things 
of a lower nature that were presented as superior to Christ. This phrase could be applied to the worship 
of angels, the trust in the constellations, and even to the rudiments of the beginning of the oracles of God, 
such as are taught to spiritual babes.1 

b. As it relates to the Colossian heresy, F.F. Bruce writes that “the teachers of error may have talked of the 
fullness of divine being as distributed among a hierarchy of spirit powers, through which it was filtered 
down to this world.”2 Related to this idea at Colossae was self-abasement (or a false humility that beats 
oneself down unnecessarily), unnecessary lifestyle prohibitions, and intentional severe treatment of the 
body (Col. 2:18-23). 

c. Again, the specific heresy is not so much an issue today; however, there are many moves and religious 
pursuits who are calling on lower beings, lower things, and people as intermediaries to God. Others are 
treating the body severely in order to feel as though they are pleasing God. Once again, Paul calls the 
church back to Christ as pre-eminent and superior and these elementary practices as deceptive and 
unnecessary for the believer. 

5. The Colossian Church also was being seduced by the shadows of Judaism. 

a. The Colossian heresy most certainly was connected in some way to Jewish practices as Paul in 
contradicting it spoke of circumcism, festivals, food prohibitions, and the Sabbath (Col. 2:11-17).  

b. Paul makes it clear that the Jewish practices at Colossae were merely a shadow and Christ is the substance. 
The Greek word translated substance is the word for body. In other words, Christ is the real thing and 
Jewish practices are merely a shadow or a reflection of Him. Paul goes on to say that in Christ, we have 
put on a new self according to the image of Christ in which there is no Jew but that Christ is all and in all 
(Col. 3:10-11). 

c. Of course, we know that there is a major move in the church today to return to many Jewish practices as 
a means of fullness. Clearly, in this passage Paul debunks this as he once again elevates Christ as being the 
fullness and all that is needed. 

6. As recorded in the book of Philippians, Paul faced opposition from leaders whose 
motivation was their own selfish ambition. 

a. Whether these leaders who were motivated by pretense were all at Philippi or whether Paul was referring 
to the opposition he faced in multiple places, Paul confronted pride, selfish ambition, earthly mindedness, 
and the pursuit of self glorification that characterized many leaders of his day. 
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b. In the Philippian letter, Paul stated that because of who he was in religious circles and what he had 
accomplished, he had every reason to build up himself (Phil. 3:4); however, he considered all of that to be 
rubbish in comparison to pursuing the high call of Christ—that is, God’s eternal purpose. 

c. In writing these things, he was lamenting about the state of much of the church of his day. They were all 
in it for themselves. They were seeking fame and fortune and were focused totally on earthly things. He 
wrote that he wept over the condition of the church as it was an enemy to the cross of Christ (Phil. 3:18). 
He also said that he had virtually no one of kindred spirit due to the widespread error and heresy that he 
faced (Phil. 2:20-21). 

d. Paul’s exhortation to the Philippians was to stay true to the course of pursuing God in fullness as the 
Christian’s citizenship is not on the earth but in heaven (Phil. 2:20). 

e. To summarize, the church of Paul’s day faced six major areas of focus that was leading them astray. They 
were: 1) the wisdom of men, 2) the traditions of men, 3) the things of God above the person of Christ, 4) 
the shadows of Judaism, 5) a false humility leading to self-defamation, and 6) selfish ambition. 

f. In the midst of the heresy mentioned in Colossians and the issues in Philippians, Paul’s cry was to come 
back to Christ. In making this plea, he wrote some very powerful words in Colossians about the supremacy, 
centrality, and headship of Christ. Let’s look at this as it is the same solution for what is happening in 
today’s church. 

III. The Preeminence, Centrality, and Headship of Christ 

1. As people were being seduced away from God’s eternal purpose, Paul reminded them 
that Christ is preeminent. 

a. The seductions facing the Colossians in the simplest of terms was to seduce people away from the 
preeminence of Christ into a lower purpose or pursuit (Col. 2:8, 18, 19). His response was to remind them 
of the preeminence and supremacy of Christ (Col. 2:10). Paul reminded the Colossians and the church of 
today that Christ is preeminent.  

b. Speaking of Christ, he wrote, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation” (Col. 1:15). 
Paul did not mean that Christ was born and not eternal. He was referring to Christ in His role of the 
firstborn son who was granted the rights of full inheritance. Just like it reads in Ps. 89:27, Christ was God’s 
firstborn, “the highest of the kings of the earth”. 

c. Paul also wrote, “For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him” (Col. 1:19) and 
“For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in Him you have been made complete (Col. 
2:9-10). 

d. Paul knew that all of these lower purposes were not correct and exhorted the church to return to the 
preeminent One, Christ, in whom was the fullness of the Godhead and the only One who could make a 
person complete. 

2. Paul also reminded the Colossian church that Christ was central to their faith. 

a. Just like much of today’s church, Christ has been pushed aside for other things. In much of the church He 
is no longer central to the faith. Most would not admit this, but when you look at what is emphasized, it 
becomes clear that Christ has been pushed aside for the things of God and the glory and needs of man. 
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b. This had occurred at Colossae and Paul’s response was to write, “For by Him all things were created, both 
in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities — 
all things have been created through Him and for Him” (Col. 1:16). Notice that I have italicized the words 
through and for. All of creation has been created through Christ and for Christ. He is central to the gospel. 
Paul also wrote, 

For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile 
all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven (Col. 1:19-20). 

c. Fullness dwells in Christ and no one else or nothing else. He is supreme and He is central to true 
Christianity. 

3. Paul reminded the Colossian church that Christ is the head of church. 

a. Paul also reminded the Colossians that Christ is the head of the church. He wrote, “He is also head of the 
body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to 
have first place in everything” (Col. 1:18). As the head, Christ has first place in everything. 

b. Christ, the eternal Son, is to be the head of God’s eternal purpose church. However, the majority of the 
church having made other things the head has drifted into at best the pursuit of lower purposes and at 
worst outright error. Some are focusing on shadows. Others emphasize the things of God more than the 
person of Christ, and some have assumed a starting point for the purposes of God that does not go back 
to the eternal council in which God foreordained His plans for mankind. 

c. To summarize before we move on, the church at Colossae had drifted far away from the centrality and 
preeminence of Christ as the head of the church. They were being deluded and thereby being seduced 
away from the simplicity and devotion to the Person of Christ. Paul wept over their condition and exhorted 
them back to Christ who is all in all. Sadly, much of today’s church is in the identical condition. The exact 
nature of the heresies may differ, but the result is the same. Sadly, Christ is not the head of much of 
today’s church.  

4. Most of the present-day church is centered on issues other than Christ. 

a. Although specifics vary, today’s church is virtually the same as during the days of Paul. Many leaders are 
in it for their own glory and financial gain. Pastors have become rock stars rather than humble men of 
God. They are seeking their own self interests rather than those of Christ. And most certainly, many are 
enemies of the cross of Christ. Also, many churches are basing their churches on the wisdom of man rather 
than the purposes of God. Others are pursuing the things of God above God Himself and still others have 
elevated shadows over the substance of Christ.  

b. There is a stark difference between a church centered in the eternal purpose of the Godhead with Christ 
as head and a work centered in other issues. In an eternal purpose church in which Christ is truly the head, 
the focus will be on preparing a people for Christ and for Christ to receive His full inheritance as the reward 
of His suffering, not on the needs of man or any other lower purpose. To be clear, we are not saying that 
in an eternal purpose church we do nothing to bless the men and women of God. Most certainly we do; 
nonetheless, our primary objective and the reason we do everything is so that the eternal purpose that 
the Godhead established before the foundation of the world is fulfilled. That is what we live for. That is 
what we lead our people into. That is what we build.  
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c. To illustrate the contrast between an eternal purpose church where Christ is the head and a church in 
error or focused incorrectly, let’s mention briefly the church focused on the needs of man instead of 
Christ. A church where man is the focus will emphasize man and his needs, his pleasure, his comfort, and 
his honor. A man centered church which has man in its heart will have very little regard for what God 
desires and minimal effort to facilitate Christ receiving His inheritance in the saints. 

d. When man is the head and the center of all that transpires in the church, it permeates into everything we 
do in the church. It impacts our prayer ministry to be need focused rather than Christ focused. It causes 
our preaching and teaching ministries to be totally on man getting his needs met or his hurts healed rather 
than God’s eternal plans fulfilled. It impacts our ministry focus, our evangelism, and our approach to 
missions.  

e. In contrast, when Christ is the head and the eternal purpose of the Father is the central focus, it too will 
affect everything we do. Our ministries will be driven by God’s eternal purpose. Prayer will be focused on 
eternal purpose rather than man’s needs. Teaching and preaching will emphasize Christ and Him crucified. 
All that we do will be Christ centered rather than man centered.  

f. Therefore, it is imperative that we come out of any expression of church other than one focused on Christ 
and God’s eternal purpose. To help us see where we are, let’s examine a variety of issues impacting 
today’s church. My objective in sharing what follows is not to be critical in any way of other churches or 
the expressions of church that others lead. My objective is only to help us see ourselves so we can come 
out of the old or lower purposes into the eternal purpose of the Lord. 

IV. Exploring Today’s Church 

Approaches to Leading 

a. Colossians and Philippians confronted errors in the church of Paul’s day, all with the goal of bringing the 
church back to one central theme—the Person of Christ as the pre-eminent, supreme God and the 
believer’s need to pursue Christ and God’s eternal purpose rather than any lower purpose. Just like the 
New Testament church was being seduced away from the Person of Christ by human wisdom, philosophy, 
the traditions of men, false doctrine, shadows, and the pride of man, today’s church is being seduced in 
very similar ways. The exact particulars may be different, but what occurred in Colossae and Philippi is 
happening today.  

b. With the objective of identifying what we must allow the Holy Spirit to crush so that we can at a later date 
begin to build the real, in this section we will highlight a few issues in the global church to illustrate how 
many are being deluded away from God’s eternal, redemptive, and restorative purposes and, thereby, 
hindering believers from experiencing Christ in fullness. Our objective is not to be critical of any movement 
or church but to shed light on the global church so that if you are building something other than what the 
Lord desires you can be alerted and come out of it—so as to be positioned to build an eternal purpose 
church. 

c. Let’s explore issues facing today’s church. 

1. The traditional church focuses more on ritual and routine than on the Person of Christ. 

a. I would characterize a traditional church as one having a set order of service which follows a prescribed 
ritual and practice usually based on a denomination-wide program. From my experience growing up in 
this type of church and from what I have observed by encountering people who still attend this type of 
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church is that they view Christianity as predominantly a ritualistic or rule oriented practice of certain 
activities and duties. Many who attend churches like this believe that their entrance into heaven is a result 
of their participation in a variety of acts like baptism, church attendance, partaking of certain ordinances, 
and attendance at the church’s services. In many traditional denominations, the focus is on the practice 
of a church program or annual calendar rather than motivating or empowering people to pursue the 
person of Christ. Ritual trumps reality in the traditional church with many traditional denominations 
abandoning even the most basic precepts of the true gospel. 

b. Paul wrote to the Colossians “see to it that no one takes you captive…according to the tradition of men” 
(Col. 2:8). The traditional church is permeated with the traditions of men, and as we said Paul calls people 
following the traditions of men to come back to the Person of Christ and Him in fullness in whom are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

2. The “Saved to Serve” Church emphasizes being saved to serve. 

a. Another type of church that draws heavily from the traditions of men is what I have labeled “the saved to 
serve” church. I grew up in a traditional church like the one just mentioned, but once I received Christ at 
age 30, my wife and I joined a Baptist church. While there, I adopted a doctrine of being saved to serve. I 
don’t know if this was the doctrine being taught at the church or not, but it was the doctrine I thought 
was in the scriptures. In my belief structure at the time, we come to Lord by being born again and then 
we live the rest of our life serving Him.  

b. At first glance, this sounds correct; however, the service for the most part were works of the flesh rather 
than Holy Spirit led activity. In addition, in this doctrine there was very little emphasis on being 
transformed into the image of Christ, following Christ wherever He led or doing what He led to do. The 
emphasis was on doing as much service for the Lord as possible. The subtle issue with this type of 
approach to Christianity is that it focuses on doing as much as we can for God rather than allowing Christ 
in us to work through us.  

c. We must never forget that all we do for God will be burned up at the judgment seat of Christ. Only what 
we allow Christ to do in us and through us will remain. 

d. Under the “saved to serve” paradigm when we hear the call to surrender, we frequently think of the call 
to surrender to serve or do more for God. A more correct mindset is to surrender so as to let the Holy 
Spirit do more in and through me. It is not about doing more; it is about becoming more. 

e. The call is to come out of this mindset into one which Christ is the fullness of Deity in bodily form and 
Christ in a people is the hope of glory. The old fashion church emphasizes doing for God. However, the 
eternal purpose gospel is not about doing as it is about becoming. A big difference.  

3. The Evangelical Church has redefined God’s eternal purpose to mean leading people 
to salvation in Christ. 

a. The Baptist church I just mentioned was an evangelical church, and it was a good church. While there I 
attended a seminary at a satellite location. I remember once going to a two-week class at the main campus 
during which I roomed with a man who was pastoring a church in that denomination. He spoke almost 
constantly on the need to be a “soul winner”. Without really using the word purpose, he communicated 
his view that the purpose of the church is to win souls. For him and there are many like him in this 
denomination, eternal purpose is to get people saved.  
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b. Let me be clear, without salvation, we would all be heading for hell. Because of the fall, every person must 
be born again in order to enter into heaven and God’s eternal plan for man; however, salvation is NOT 
God’s eternal purpose. It is an essential part of His redemptive purpose but not God’s eternal purpose. 

c. When we make salvation the eternal purpose of God, we are starting at the wrong place. If we begin with 
the fall of man in Genesis, God’s plan will be seen as redemptive in nature. God’s purpose will be seen in 
man’s need for redemption, and God’s work and plan is seen only as redemptive. The evangelical church 
although performing a crucial work has held to a major misconception that has made man and his 
redemption as the center of God’s plans. 

d. Many who have done this have totally omitted from their church plans and purposes the vast majority of 
God’s eternal purpose which is to be centered in the Godhead, His good pleasure, and in Him receiving an 
inheritance of fully mature sons for the Father, a prepared bride for the Son and a temple for the Holy 
Spirit. Those who desire to build an eternal purpose driven church must lay down salvation of man as the 
ultimate purpose making it a necessary part due to the fall but not the all in all. 

4. The doctrine of Calvinism hinders people from pursuing God’s eternal purpose. 

a. Admittedly an unscientific opinion, it seems to me that Calvinism is experiencing a resurgence in our 
day. Whether that is true or not, the topic is of utmost importance to us in this study since one of the 
major scriptural passages upon which Calvinism is based is Ephesians 1 which is also the foundational 
scripture for God’s eternal purpose. The primary verses in question are “just as He chose us in Him 
before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love He 
predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of 
His will” (Eph. 1:4-5). Calvinism focuses on God's sovereignty - stating that God is able and willing by 
virtue of his omniscience, omnipresence, and omnipotence to do whatever He desires with His 
creation. Calvinism emphasizes the sovereignty of God and his eternal decrees by which he has 
ordained whatsoever shall come to pass.3 

b. Leighton Flowers writes the following in his book, The Potter’s Promise, which chronicles his journey 
out of Calvinism, 

The Calvinist contends that certain individuals were chosen before the world began and predestined 
to become believers, but that is simply not what the text says. Paul teaches that those “in Him” have 
been predestined to become “holy and blameless” and “to be adopted as sons” but he never says that 
certain individuals were predestined to believe in Christ. Paul speaks of what “the faithful in Christ” 
have been predestined to become, not about God preselecting certain individuals before the 
foundation of the world to be irresistibly transformed into believers.4 

c. I quoted this reference because it disputes a major assertion of Calvinism that before the foundation 
of the world, God predetermined who would be saved and who would not. I absolutely agree with 
Flowers that this is not what that text states and is not true. God does not predestine some to 
salvation and some to eternal damnation. 

d. Flowers makes another point in the above quote. He wrote that the faithful in Christ have been 
predestined to become holy and blameless. This too is a principle of Calvinism—that God in His 
sovereignty will make every believer holy and blameless by His sovereign grace. In other words, God 
will make it happen someway somehow. Although this is a very common view among many, this is 
NOT correct. Every believer has not been predestined to become holy and blameless. 

e. Paul refutes this idea writing,  
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…yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him 
holy and blameless and beyond reproach if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and 
steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed 
in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister (Col. 1:22-23). 

f. His primary point is that to become holy and blameless is the result of continuing in the faith Paul preached 
of Christ in you in fullness as the hope of glory. In other words, as a person in faith steadfastly pursues the 
gospel Paul preached, the result at the end of their life would be that they would be holy and blameless. 
He never inferred that the result of being holy and blameless was predetermined. No, the invitation to 
this result was predestined. 

g. Therefore, a better way to interpret Ephesians 1:4 is that every believer has been invited into God’s 
predestined plan which was determined before the foundation of the world and the plan is for everyone 
to become holy and blameless. In other words, Ephesians should be interpreted that the plan is 
predetermined not the result of the plan in everyone’s life. 

h. This is an extremely important concept to grasp in order to come to experience God’s eternal purpose. 
Believers must radically pursue God’s eternal purpose, and separate from any belief system that tells them 
that God in His sovereignty will make this automatically happen. This Calvinistic attitude is a major 
hindrance to our being made ready for eternity. 

i. Over the years, we have encountered the view that God’s sovereignty will make us holy and blameless. 
When we taught on being overcomers, a criticism of that teaching was that God would make every 
believer an overcomer. When we taught on the bride, we encountered many who believe that God would 
make every believer ready as the eternal wife of the Lamb. When people hold these views, they become 
much more passive in making themselves ready and thus in opposition to the teaching of eternal purpose. 
Therefore, this is a major issue that one who wants to build an eternal purpose church must separate 
from. 

5. Any movement that suggests there is someone or something that one must go 
through to get to Christ is in error. 

a. Paul wrote that believers should not be taken captive by the elementary principles of the world. As we 
stated earlier that phrase referred to people believing they came to Christ through a hierarchal series of 
lower beings. Therefore, any movement or belief system that teaches that one must go through someone 
or something to get to Christ is in direct opposition to God’s eternal purpose of all things being by, through, 
and for Christ.  

b. Of course, one familiar example of this is the role that Mary and the priests play in the Catholic church. 
To be honest, I debated on whether to include the example of the Catholic Church in this session; however, 
I decided to include it since there is a current movement attempting to bring a false unity in the global 
church that accepts Catholic doctrine as acceptable with which to unify. In my opinion, this is absolutely 
wrong. Catholic belief structure holds to many issues inconsistent with the scriptures--too many to discuss 
here. We should not be attempting to unite with Catholicism. We should be separating from it. A case in 
point is that much like the Colossian heresy in which the church was pursuing a hierarchical worship of 
angels to reach God, Catholics venerate Mary in a similar way. They also elevate man—in this case, the 
priesthood—as intermediaries necessary to access God in fullness. Catholics pray to Mary and to the 
saints, they view Mary as a part of the redemption process. They confess to priests. They receive salvation 
through the hand of man. We are all familiar with the words of scripture that state that “there is one God, 
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and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim 2:5). All of these things 
practiced by the Catholic church oppose one from elevating Christ to His true position as a pre-eminent 
member of the trinity.  

c. Even though the Catholic church is one clear example, there are other lesser known movements which 
exalt other things or entities above Christ. Whether through the exaltation of angels, saints or any other 
form, we come boldly to Christ and no one else. Just like Paul wrote we must not be taken captive by 
these elementary principles of the world (Col. 2:8). 

6. The Seeker Sensitive church ignores God’s eternal purpose in order to make the 
message of the gospel acceptable to a post Christian culture.  

a. Paul also wrote that believers should “see to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy” or in 
other words the wisdom of man (Col. 2:8). The Seeker Sensitive Church is rooted in the wisdom of men 
where man is the head rather than Christ being the head. The Seeker Sensitive Church attempts to reach 
people in a post Christian culture by being sensitive to the desires of unchurched seekers and conforming 
the church’s worship service to meet their desires. The Seeker Sensitive Church took the American 
evangelical scene by storm in the 1980’s and 90’s. Probably now not as “hot” an approach as it once was, 
it’s techniques are still very evident in the church.  

b. A seeker sensitive service is conducted from a marketing perspective based on the desires of unbelievers. 
Its purpose is to attract non-believers to attend a church service. A seeker service would also make every 
effort to be inoffensive to unbelievers. Many seeker churches would not speak about sin, the cross, or any 
expectation of the believer having to live a life of sacrifice or service. Many of the messages in a seeker 
service are watered down, focused on meeting the immediate needs of the individual attender—to get 
them through the week—rather than to equip them, disciple them, or prepare them for eternity. In many 
instances, seeker churches produce a Christian who is shallow in their walk with God and focused almost 
totally on their own self life.  

c. We quickly observe that the seeker church is totally man focused rather than God centered. Without 
attempting to do so, it puts man as the head of the church rather than Christ. It totally ignores major 
aspects of God’s eternal purpose—things like God’s desire for a family to dwell with the Godhead in 
intimacy forever and to be prepared in this age so as to partner with God in the end times and throughout 
the ages. This movement has for the most part taken the cross life out of their message and thereby has 
removed God’s eternal plan from their church model. 

7. The Hyper-Grace church has also abandoned God’s eternal purpose in its attempt to 
reach a post Christian culture. 

a. Also based on the wisdom of men, the Hyper-Grace Church is the latest expression of the church 
attempting to reach a post-Christian culture. The hyper-grace church is in many ways the new seeker 
sensitive model, and in much the same way the seeker sensitive movement swept the evangelical church 
in the eighties and nineties, the hyper-grace movement is sweeping through the global church now.  Many 
in this movement characterize hyper-grace teachings as a new reformation as radical and as important as 
the Protestant Reformation that took the world by storm 500 years ago.   

b. The term hyper-grace emphasizes the grace of God to the exclusion of other vital teachings of the truth 
of the gospel. The hyper-grace movement reinterprets many key concepts of the Bible to allow people to 
live in ways inconsistent with a Christian lifestyle. Whereas a lot of what is taught by hyper grace teachers 
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is true, liberating, and very necessary for a healthy relationship with God, there is a lot of error mixed in 
with the truth. In many ways, the hyper grace movement “perverts the grace of God into a license for 
immorality “(Jude 1:4).  Whereas the seeker sensitive church is market driven and produces shallowness 
in believers, the hyper-grace church is culture driven and promotes lawlessness. 

c. Just like with the seeker movement, the hyper-grace movement has made man the center. It is about 
allowing man to live a lifestyle of lawlessness without feeling the need for repentance. This movement is 
in almost total opposition to the pursuit of the person of Christ in fullness which characterizes God’s 
eternal purpose. 

8. The Prosperity Gospel emphasizes the blessings of God over the pursuit of the person 
of Christ. 

a. The prosperity gospel emphasizes God’s blessings on His people, specifically the doctrines of prosperity 
and healing. The basic premise of the prosperity gospel church is that God wants you to prosper and to 
be in good health. There is certainly truth in this. God does want us to walk in health. God also wants us 
to prosper based on the Biblical definition of prosperity. 

b. Even though there is certainly truth in the teachings about prosperity and health and healing, in the 
prosperity gospel church there is an extreme imbalance in this movement that permeates Christian TV in 
the west and is overtaking the church in Africa and other third world nations. In a recent trip to Africa, our 
Lifeschool regional leaders concurred that about 80% of the African church teaches a prosperity gospel. 

c. Because in many prosperity gospel churches believers receive a steady diet of prosperity and health 
teaching, the believers who sit under this teaching are self-focused rather than Christ-focused. They do 
not accept the idea that believers must embrace the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings; and they often do 
not practice the denial of one’s self life so as to take on the nature of Christ.  

d. This movement focuses more on what we can get from God—God meeting our needs and even in getting 
our desires met by God--rather than on the believer being transformed in character to become Christlike 
in body, soul, and spirit. The emphasis is on God as our inheritance rather than on us as Christ’s 
inheritance. Thus, the Prosperity gospel is man-centered rather than Christ-centered and is focused on 
the things of God more than the God of all things. It is in direct opposition to God’s eternal purpose and 
the pathway that believers must follow to enter into God’s eternal purpose. 

9. The Messianic movement attempts to return the global church to its Jewish roots. 

a. Messianic Judaism is a movement that combines Christianity with elements of Judaism and Jewish 
tradition. Most in Messianic Judaism believe that salvation is achieved only through acceptance of Jesus 
as one's savior and that Jewish law or customs do not contribute to salvation.  

b. The movement sees "Jewishness" as a significant means of sanctification and restoration. The idea of 
replacement theology in which Israel has been replaced with the church has permeated many streams in 
the Christian church. Most definitely this is an incorrect interpretation of the scriptures. The church has 
not replaced Israel. However, just as damaging is the apparent belief in the Messianic movement that 
people must become Jewish in the practice of their faith in order to be right with God. In essence, they 
are practicing another form of replacement theology--replacing Christ with Judaism.  

c. Paul dealt with the idea of messianic Judaism in Colossians as he addressed the heresy there writing “let 
no one act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath 
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day” (Col. 2:16); “in Him [Christ] you were circumcised with a circumcism made without hands” (Col. 2:11); 
and the following passage, 

…and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of 
the One who created him — a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all (Col. 
3:10-11). 

d. The Old Testament and the practices of Judaism have most definitely left the church a rich heritage. 
However, the focal point of a believer's life should be Christ, not his cultural background, and certainly 
not a religious expression that embraces certain practices that the scriptures refer to as, “…things which 
are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ” (Col. 2:17). 

e. Having encountered many in this movement, it seems as though many messianic Christians believe that 
salvation (or justification) is through Christ alone, but sanctification (the lifelong process of becoming holy) 
comes at least in part through becoming Jewish in practice. This belief system promotes an idea that 
Christian maturity comes through a “Christ plus mindset”. It suggests that to really be right with God, 
believers must accept Christ, follow the teachings of the New Testament, and take up Jewish practices. 

f. The emphasis on adopting Jewish practices as a key dimension of the Christian life is in essence declaring 
that God’s eternal purpose started with Abraham or Moses rather than before the foundation of the world 
when there was no Jew, no law or any need for any of the shadows of Judaism. Judaism was an important 
part of God’s redemptive and restorative plan for man, but it was a temporary measure for a particular 
time and season. To attempt to go back to those practices makes many in the movement focus on 
shadows rather than the eternal purpose of the Godhead.  

10. The “man of God” church is led by leaders driven by pride and selfish ambition. 

a. As we mentioned earlier, in writing to the Philippians, Paul spoke about those in leadership who were not 
really concerned about the interests of Christ and, in fact, were enemies of the message of the cross of 
Christ. Instead, Paul said that these leaders were only interested in themselves. Their god was their own 
appetite and their goal in ministry was their own personal glory. Their focus was on building their own 
kingdom rather than the kingdom of Christ.  

b. It would be great if this problem would have passed away during the days of Paul. Unfortunately, it has 
not. Many church leaders today in the west and in third world nations are filled with pride, selfish 
ambition, and are seeking the glory and recognition of man rather than to honor Christ in their lives and 
ministries. I have referred to this very widespread problem as the “man of God church”. Everything about 
it revolves around the man of God.  

c. In the man of God church, people are to come to him for their blessing. They are to come to him for any 
form of ministry. He is the man of faith and power for the hour, and it is all about him. In some instances, 
this is clear. We all have observed leaders who seem to be full of themselves; however, the issue is far 
more widespread than the obviously pride filled preacher. Much of what takes place in the church today 
elevates and glorifies the man of God rather than the person of Christ. Examples would include the 
prophetic movement, the signs and wonders movement, and the healing movements that happen in many 
places and on a frequent basis. There is certainly a lot of this in the west, but it is rampant in many third 
world nations. Leaders who seek their own glory most often do not preach the cross. Instead, like Paul 
said they are enemies to the cross.  
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d. A church built on the eternal purpose of the Godhead exalts Christ. It preaches Christ and Him crucified. 
Rather than inviting people to the man of God to receive a touch from God through him, it promotes a 
bride being made ready through death to the self-life and an embrace of the cross. The eternal purpose 
church is in direct opposition to the man of God focused church and if this is our motivation, we must 
come out of it in order to position ourselves for what God desires in this hour. 

11. The church under a controlling authority who does not want God’s eternal purpose. 

a. One of the concerns we hear a lot as we lead our Lifeschool ministry is the problem many pastors face 
with bishops and overseers who are holding on to an old wineskin and will not release those under their 
authority to follow God fully. This is a very significant issue in Africa where we do a lot of ministry. We 
train a pastor in our Lifeschool materials but once trained, they are not free to implement the new 
wineskin God is speaking to them. Their bishop is forbidding them from moving forward. 

b. Paul wrote this in his introduction to the book of Philippians, “Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ 
Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons:” (Phil. 1:1). 
The word translated overseers is in actuality the word bishop and is translated as such in the King James 
Version. Paul left all he had in the religious community in order to follow Christ and God’s eternal purpose. 
God’s plan is for all to leave any religious hindrance that would keep us from laying hold of what Christ 
has laid hold of us. 

c. God’s ideal is for bishops to go on with God in fullness and not to allow any denominational restrictions 
from hindering them. He intends this with his statement “including bishops”. God’s best is for the pastor’s 
bishop to come along. However, we all know that this is not always the way it works. In fact, in most cases 
the religious structure will bind up pastors so that they must leave the system in order to pursue God’s 
eternal purpose. As hard as this is, if it is the only way to pursue God’s eternal purpose and build an eternal 
purpose church, then it is worth the price we have to pay to do so. 

d. Paul had to do it. Elijah had to separate from the system in order to speak into it. John the Baptist had to 
minister in the wilderness. In fact, whenever Paul went into a new city, his first stop was the synagogue 
trying to convince them to come out of the old and into the new. We must do the same if we are being 
controlled or hindered by those overseeing us. We must follow Paul as he follows Christ.  

e. I want to insert a word of caution at this point. Making a decision to leave your church network or 
denomination is a major step. It affects your livelihood and your family and many other things; therefore, 
before making a decision to leave the system, take time to wait on the Lord and act on what He says. 
Don’t move in haste. Carefully consider what God is saying before acting. Do not take such an action based 
merely on what I have stated in this session. 

Eschatological Beliefs 

Not only do the variety of approaches to leading a church hinder God’s eternal purpose, a church’s 
eschatological approach can also oppose the present of eternal purpose. Because of this, let’s briefly examine 
how eschatology can hinder the pursuit of god’s eternal purpose.  

1. There are quite a few eschatological views about the second coming of Christ. 

a. Eschatology is a fancy word for the study of last things and in Biblical terminology refers to the study of 
the end of the church age, the second coming of Jesus, and the events surrounding His coming. The 
eschatology that a church holds has a very significant effect on the teaching, prophetic direction, and 
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ministry of that church. A church’s eschatology affects how they view the future, how they prophesy, and 
how they prepare or don’t prepare for what is coming and in terms of our eternal purpose thrust for the 
purpose of this age.  

b. Space does not permit a complete analysis of the major views; therefore, I will share very briefly about 
four common views. My objective is to show how the majority of the most common views do not prepare 
a people for God’s eternal purpose of the church age. 

c. Dispensational Premillennialism. Dispensational premillennialists hold that the second coming of Christ, 
and subsequent establishment of the millennial kingdom, is to be preceded by two 3 ½ year periods known 
generally as periods of tribulation. Many who hold this view believe in a pretribulation rapture of the 
church that will take place at the beginning for the seven year tribulation period. 

d. Amillennialism. Amillennialists reject the idea that after Jesus returns, there will be a millennial period 
during which Jesus will rule over the nations on the throne of David from Jerusalem. When I was in 
seminary in the 1980’s, the majority of my professors were amillennialists. Almost to the man, they 
believed there would not be a millennial reign of Christ from Jerusalem but that Jesus would return and 
believers would enter immediately into the eternal state in heaven. There are thousands of seminary 
trained pastors who have been educated from an amillennial perspective. 

e. Preterism. Preterism holds to the belief that the overwhelming majority of biblical prophecy has already 
been fulfilled most commonly by AD 70 when Roman legions destroyed Jerusalem and the Jewish temple. 
Preterism allegorizes manyl of the prophesied biblical events that are to take place before Jesus returns. 
Preterists would for the most part state that the events of Matthew 24 have already been fulfilled. Among 
other things, they believe that prophetic writings like Zechariah 12-14, Isaiah 24-26, and Ezekiel 38-39 are 
not events still to come in the future.  

f. Postmillennialism. Postmillenialism believes that the millennium is not a literal one thousand years and 
that the church is now in the millennium. They believe that the church will become more and more 
triumphant Christianizing much of society before Christ returns. A common view of those holding this idea 
is that the church will be triumphant by Christianizing the seven major cultural areas of society such as 
government, entertainment and education, and that only after the world is Christianized would Christ 
return. 

2. All of these four eschatological views hinder people from the pursuit of God’s eternal 
purpose. 

a. The primary eternal purpose for the church age is to prepare the corporate man for the Lord; that is, to 
prepare an equally yoked bride for Jesus and an overcoming son for the Father. We will devote the next 
session to this idea; but, when this corporate man-child is made ready the transition to the kingdom age 
will begin. 

b. None of the four views listed above focus any energy on preparing this mature corporate man. For 
example, dispensational premillennialists believe that if one is born again they are ready for the end of 
the age and will be raptured away before things get hard. Most holding this view direct their entire focus 
on the rise of evil in the earth rather than on the coming forth of the corporate man as an eternal 
representative of Christ. 
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c. Amillennialists don’t believe there will be eternal ages in which the bride will be used forever as Christ’s 
representatives throughout the vastness of the creation. Therefore, in their view there is no need to make 
oneself ready for this amazing purpose. 

d. Preterists do not believe there will ever be an end to this age. They believe end things have already taken 
place. Therefore, for them there is no reason to make oneself ready. 

e. Postmillennialists believe in preparation for the second coming of Christ, but they believe that the 
preparation is predominantly external. They believe in Christianizing the seven mountains of culture then 
Christ will return. Postmillennialists are confusing this age with the age to come. The purpose of this age 
is to make a people ready not the earth. Putting the earth under the dominion of Christ is the purpose of 
the Millennial Kingdom reign of Christ—that is, the age to come. 

f. Thus, the church’s eschatology is keeping many, many people from focusing on God’s eternal purpose 
and, more specifically, His eternal purpose for the church age of raising up a corporate man who can be a 
representative of Christ to abide with God in intimacy and to partner with Christ throughout the ages. 

g. The end-time view that fits into the concept of eternal purpose is what I have called in the past apostolic 
premillennialism. Apostolic premillennialism holds to the view that there is a coming millennial age in 
which Christ will rule the earth from His throne in Jerusalem. It also holds that there will be an infinite 
number of ages to follow. It differs from other forms of premillennialism primarily in that the purpose of 
the church age is to prepare a corporate man who has taken on the nature of Christ in fullness and is now 
ready to become Christ’s eternal representative throughout the creation. It holds the view that the 
primary purpose of the church age is prepare this corporate man and when that task has been fulfilled 
the transition to the age to come will commence. It also holds the view that the prepared church will be 
used greatly in the days immediately preceding and during the transition to the age to come. There is 
much more to it and we will discuss some more about it in the next session. But for now our objective is 
state that we must lay down any and all eschatological views that hinder this objective from taking place. 

3. Therefore, if we are to build an eternal purpose driven church, we must first lay down 
our current wineskin. 

a. Of course, each of these expressions of church life contain truth and are filled with believers who have a 
close walk with Jesus and are seeking Him with all of their heart. However, summarizing in large measure 
these church models and eschatological views, they are centered on lower purposes than Christ as 
preeminent and head of the Church. They minimize the person of Christ as being the way, truth, and life 
and they hinder people from entering into the eternal purpose of God that was established before 
creation in which Christ is all and in all (Col. 3:11).  

b. The church is right now much like Esau trading its inheritance for a pot of stew. Even so, this is not God’s 
desire. He desires that everyone of us would do whatever is necessary to lay down the old, lay down that 
which is in opposition to God’s plans, and in other words to allow God to change, and, in fact, crush if 
necessary our present wineskin. Whether our wineskin is our own heart pursuits or the wineskin of the 
church we lead, the Lord’s desire for us is to lay down the old so that we can begin to allow God to build 
something new, fresh and exciting—something that will lead us to build a church based on God’s eternal 
plan, purpose, and thought. To build a church that will make a people ready as an inheritance for the 
Godhead and prepared for the Lord and for the eternal ages to come. 
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c. The third chapter of the Book of Philippians describes the attitude that we must have. Paul was a leader 
in the religious system of the day. He was “circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless (Phil. 3:5-6). Yet, he considered any benefit, 
position, security, or honor of the religious system as dung, that is, as worthless and detestable in 
comparison to knowing Christ in fullness and from that desire pursuing the eternal purpose of the Lord 
whatever the price (Phil. 3:8).  

d. He gives each of us the invitation to do as he did when he wrote, “Brethren, join in following my example, 
and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us” (Phil. 3:17). It may cost us much to 
lay down the old and the erroneous. It may cost us the church we pastor. It may cause us to leave our 
denomination or to separate from the governing leadership to whom we report. Even if it costs 
everything, it will be well worth it—both now and throughout the eternal ages. Will you say “yes” and 
then follow through to allow the Holy Spirit to have His way in your heart and church. May God give us all 
the courage and strength to do what is necessary to build an eternal purpose church. 

11  Elements, Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers 
2 F.F. Bruce, The Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Ephesians (Grand Rapids, MI; William B. Eerdmans Publishing   Company, 

1984), p. 100. 
3 https://carm.org/what-is-calvinism 
4 Leighton C. Flowers, The Potter’s Promise (Trinity Academic Press, 2017), p. 77. 

                                                           


