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I. An Invitation to Build 

1.  We live in a day in which God is inviting believers to build eternal purpose mission 
bases. 

a. We began this class discussing the Apostle Paul as a wise master builder called of God to build the 
New Testament church. The first session addressed a number of foundational principles from the life 
and ministry of Paul as God’s wise master builder. The session ended with these words, 

We live in a day that as 2 Chronicles 16:9 tells us the Lord is searching to and fro to find a people 
whose hearts are completely His and who will build for Him a house in which He can dwell in 
fullness. We believe that Restoration Life Church, Lifeschool, and others who might access this 
material have a mandate in our generation to function as wise master builders to carefully build 
an eternal purpose church so that a bride for Jesus can be made ready. This module and others 
that will accompany it are our intent to fulfill this mandate. The invitation is for all. Will you join 
this growing group? I have accepted the call. Will you? 
 

b. If you have reached this point in this class, most likely you have decided that you want to participate 
in building a different type of church—a church which will facilitate God’s eternal purpose. The 
question naturally arises as to what the structure of an eternal purpose church will look like. This 
session addresses a proposed structure for an eternal purpose church and, in fact, an eternal purpose 
mission base which can multiply the message of God’s eternal purpose throughout the earth. 

c. Since its inception in 2003, Lifeschool has impacted thousands of believers in Africa and India and 
touched many others throughout the nations. Through Lifeschool’s Church Transformation Project 
(CTP), we believe God is using Lifeschool to lay a solid foundation for the building of eternal purpose 
mission bases. We are now introducing another phase of Lifeschool which we refer to as the Eternal 
Purpose Initiative (EPI). This initiative focuses on building eternal purpose mission bases which are to 
be structured as suggested in this session. 

d. The EPI builds upon the CTP to assist pastors, leaders, and believers who want to build in their 
churches, their city, or their homes an eternal purpose mission base. The Lifeschool vision for the EPI 
is for Lifeschool graduates who want more. It is for other pastors and leaders in the body of Christ 
who want to build a base for the eternal gospel to be spread throughout the earth, and this class is 
for anyone who wants to learn about the spiritual environment for an eternal purpose church. 
Moreover, it is also for believers who may not currently lead a church but want to gather people in 
their geographic area or sphere of influence and work together to build an eternal purpose mission 
base. In our planning of the EPI, the Holy Spirit has repeatedly quickened the following verse to us, 
“'Return, O faithless sons,' declares the Lord; 'For I am a master to you, and I will take you one from a 
city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion'” (Jer. 3:14). We believe that much of the 
remnant who will radically pursue God’s eternal purpose will be comprised of individuals who God 
will raise up--one from a city and two from a family--and take them into the Zion of eternal purpose. 
Therefore, if you feel alone in your city or know of only one or two who want to go in this direction, 
this session is for you too. 
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2. The goal of the EPI is to build eternal purpose mission bases which will contribute 
to accomplishing the vision of fulfilling God’s eternal purpose in this age. 

a. Our prayer is for pastors, churches, and believers to come out of the religious system that is hindering 
the fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose and build a new model uniquely designed to fulfill God’s 
eternal purpose for this age. This assignment will require messengers and master builders who will 
build mission bases uniquely designed to fulfill God’s eternal purpose. These mission bases will 
assemble, train, equip, and deploy an army that will fulfill God’s eternal purpose. Starting with a small 
Gideon’s army, our goal is to build a massive spiritual army by the year 2030. 

b. One point we want to make very clear is that we are NOT speaking here about physical structures. It 
is great to have a nice place to meet, but when we speak of mission bases, we are referring to spiritual 
entities. Whether you meet in a massive edifice or under a tree makes no difference. It is the spiritual 
environment that God is interested in and what Lifeschool is focused on. 

c. Let’s now explore a spiritual structure for an effective eternal purpose mission base based on the 
model of the church at Antioch. 

II. Antioch as a Model 

1. The church at Antioch was a major ministry center and a mission base for the 
gospel in the days of the New Testament church.  

a. The New Testament Church began in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit fell with 
great power. The church at Antioch came about some time later, birthed from the persecution that 
arose in Jerusalem related to the martyrdom of Stephen, 

“So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that occurred in connection with 
Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except 
to Jews alone. But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and 
began speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with 
them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord” (Acts 11:19-21). 

b. The church at Antioch grew quickly to become a large gathering spot for the early church, 

Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and 
Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with 
Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said, "Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." Then, when 
they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away (Acts 13:1-3). 

c. Along with the church in Jerusalem, the church at Antioch quickly became a very prominent church 
base of that day. In fact, it was at Antioch that believers were first referred to as Christians (Acts 
11:26). We learn much about the early church from the description of the church at Antioch, principles 
which are instrumental to our building an eternal purpose mission base. Therefore, let’s examine a 
few of the characteristics of the church at Antioch. 
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2. The church at Antioch was a strong evangelistic base from which the surrounding 
community was reached for Christ. 

a. “And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord. The 
news about them reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch. 
Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all 
with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord” (Acts 11:21-23). 

b. Large numbers of people were reached and converted to Christianity from the work of the church at 
Antioch, so much so that their reputation began to spread throughout the city and even back to the 
church at Jerusalem. The church at Antioch greatly impacted this large, cosmopolitan city. As was 
stated previously, their impact was so significant that people began to call believers for the first time 
Christians. 

3. Antioch served as a mission base for apostolic missions. 

a. Antioch was the primary mission base for the early church. Located to the north of Jerusalem near 
the Mediterranean Sea, it quickly became the location from which the New Testament church was 
birthed in Galatia, Asia Minor, and Rome. Antioch was the Apostle Paul’s home church, the place from 
which he began his first three missionary journeys (Acts 13:1; 15:36; 18:23), and the place to which 
he returned following his first and second journeys.   

4. Antioch became a major apostolic/prophetic center for the birth and ministry of 
the early church. 

a. The Apostle Paul was based there, and it was there that the people prayed for him and his apostolic 
teams as they went throughout the land advancing the New Testament Church. In addition to the 
church at Jerusalem, Antioch was a base from which prophetic direction came forth to lead the early 
church. Note this, “Now at this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of 
them named Agabus stood up [in Antioch] and began to indicate by the Spirit that there would 
certainly be a great famine all over the world” (Acts 11:27-28). Prophetic direction for the entire 
church was spoken from Antioch. 

5. All of the fivefold leadership functions were in operation at the church at Antioch. 

a. As just stated, apostolic leadership, and the Apostle Paul specifically, was based there. Prophets were 
based there as well (Acts 13:1). Teachers ministered from Antioch (Acts 13:1). Although we don’t fully 
know which ones in the Acts 13 list were teachers and which were prophets, some of those listed—
Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius, and Manaen—were anointed teachers within the church. Evangelists were 
also present there as the church at Antioch was birthed primarily from the work of evangelism. There 
is no reference to a pastor being there; however, it is safe to assume that the pastoral, or shepherding, 
function was in full operation at Antioch in view of the large number of believers who were there. 
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6. The church at Antioch worshiped deeply in a manner that ministered unto the 
Lord. 

a. “While they were ministering to the Lord…” (Acts 13:2). Deep worship was a foundational dimension 
of the church at Antioch. Antioch worshiped in a way that drew people near to God and had worship 
that focused on the Lord, His character, His worth, and His power. 

7. The church at Antioch had learned to hear God’s voice and to operate in the 
prophetic ministry of the Lord. 

a. The church at Antioch valued hearing God and acted on what they had heard. The leaders and 
prophetic voices of the church there listened for God’s strategy and direction. Stated briefly, “…the 
Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them’” (Acts 
13:2). This word from the Lord impacted in unbelievable ways the church for that generation and is 
still impacting the church 2,000 years later! Of the 27 books of the New Testament, Paul wrote at least 
13 of them. His journeys that ultimately led to his letters becoming scripture all began with one word 
from the Lord. 

b. You will notice that the voice of God was not a word of encouragement, exhortation, or edification 
that accompanies the prophetic gifting. Rather, the word could be characterized as resulting from the 
prophetic ministry of the Lord which released the “mind of Christ” into the church there. Surely, the 
church at Antioch did move in the prophetic gifting of encouragement, but Antioch moved in much 
more than that. They received the “now” word of the Lord to lead them on the journey God had for 
them.  

8. The church at Antioch prayed fervently with fasting. 

a. “While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’ Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid 
their hands on them, they sent them away” (Acts 13:2-3). 

b. Prayer and fasting was a regular aspect of the normal lifestyle of the church at Antioch. The above 
referenced passage illustrates that the church there was fasting and praying while they were 
ministering to the Lord—and the Holy Spirit spoke. They were not just on a fast to hear something 
specific from the Lord, they were fasting and praying as a normal part of life. In the midst of their time 
of deep worship and prayer with fasting, the Holy Spirit spoke. 

c. In addition to a lifestyle of prayer and fasting, the church at Antioch also prayed and fasted for specific 
issues and at specific times. They had heard to set apart Paul and Barnabas for a specific assignment. 
Somewhat later on a separate occasion, before sending them off on their journey to spread the 
gospel, they set aside a time for prayer and fasting for the trip. Certainly they also prayed and fasted 
for Paul and his missionary teams regularly while they traveled and ministered. 

9. The church at Antioch sent out apostolic mission teams to build the New 
Testament church. 

a. “Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. So, being 
sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to Cyprus. When 
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they reached Salamis, they began to proclaim the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews; and 
they also had John as their helper” (Acts 13:3-5). 

b. A mission team led by Paul was sent out from Antioch into areas at which Jewish synagogues existed 
but were unreached for the gospel of Christ. Wherever Paul went, he attempted to tell the Jews that 
Jesus was their Messiah and to lead them to accept the New Covenant that came through Christ’s 
death and resurrection. He also attempted to start a New Testament work in those places either as 
an extension of the synagogue worship or as a separate ministry. 

c. As important as this was, Paul’s work was much more than planting a church in an unreached area. 
As they went into the surrounding regions, they began new churches. Much of the New Testament is 
comprised of letters to the churches that Paul and his apostolic teams began.  

d. But there is another dimension to what they did that is not as obvious but extremely important as we 
discuss building an eternal purpose church. Paul and the other apostles were not only planting new 
churches, they also were teaching new, present day truths. Paul’s ministry was initially to both Jews 
and Gentiles (Acts 9:15, 13:5) and later primarily to the Gentiles (Acts 18:6). For much of his ministry, 
his strategy was to go to the Jews first as they were gathered in the synagogue to worship and to 
present to them the truth that their Messiah had come in the person of Jesus. The same was true with 
his ministry to the Gentiles, Paul led them to Christ showing them a new way to live. 

e. Here is the point. Paul’s apostolic function was not just to plant new churches and oversee them, and 
it was not because he performed signs and wonders. His primary apostolic assignment was to present 
to Jew and Gentile alike a new truth that God wanted them to receive. The church was merely a 
practical means of incorporating the new truths into the hearts of the people. 

f. The new truths spoken by Paul were not new to the scriptures. The Old Testament was filled with 
prophetic references to Jesus as Israel’s Messiah; but, these things were hidden until it was time for 
them to be revealed to the people. The wonderful benediction to the Book of Romans describes this 
point very well, 

Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, but now 
is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal 
God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith; to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen (Rom. 16:25-27). 

g. Paul’s apostolic message to the churches was not just a message of evangelism or a work to start a 
church in an unreached area even though those activities were very important and part of what he 
did. His apostolic message was also to bring revelation of mysteries that had always been there 
through the writings of the Old Testament prophets but had been hidden and were mysteries. 
Through Paul’s apostolic ministry and the ministry of the other apostles, these hidden mysteries were 
being revealed by the Holy Spirit to all the nations in a way that led the people to respond in faith and 
obedience. 

h. Paul and the other apostles not only planted new churches; moreover, they also planted new truth 
that had always been in the scriptures but had been a mystery until the fullness of time for them to 
be revealed.  
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10. The church at Antioch was a training center at which the people were equipped 
in New Testament truths and for the work of ministry. 

a. “Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and teachers…” (Acts 13:1). There 
were teachers at Antioch and those teachers equipped and trained the church there for the work of 
ministry. Just as it was said about the church at Jerusalem that the people “continually devoted 
themselves to the apostles teaching” (Acts 2:42), the church at Antioch did likewise.  

b. We spoke in the previous section about God revealing the mystery of the New Covenant to Paul’s 
generation and that a large part of Paul’s apostolic role was to explain those mysteries to the church. 
In a similar manner, the teachers who were at Antioch did the same thing for the people who 
worshiped there. Antioch became a training center to equip the people in that community about the 
new things God was doing in the earth. 

c. Antioch became a training center for the gospel in the early days of the New Testament Church. In 
fact, Paul himself taught there, “But Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch, teaching and preaching with 
many others also, the word of the Lord” (Acts 15:35). 

11. Let’s now summarize the structure and corporate activities at the church at 
Antioch. 

a. The church at Antioch drew from the ministry of all five functions of the fivefold ministry. 

b. The lifestyle of the believers at Antioch included regular times of deep worship that ministered to the 
Lord, as well as times of fervent prayer and fasting. 

c. The people at Antioch were trained in the foundational truths of the gospel and the newly revealed 
mysteries of the gospel that had been hidden for centuries until God’s timing to reveal them. 

d. The church at Antioch actively participated in the work of evangelism to reach their community for 
Christ. 

e. The church at Antioch was equipped to hear God’s voice and to operate in the prophetic ministry of 
the Lord. 

f. The church at Antioch sent out apostolic mission teams to plant new works for the Lord and to impart 
to the nations new apostolic truths needed for their generation. 

g. So, with this background, let’s examine a proposed spiritual structure for an eternal purpose church. 

III. Ministry Initiatives for an Eternal Purpose Mission Base 

1. The church at Antioch offers a blueprint for building an eternal purpose mission 
base. 

a. As mentioned previously, the author of Hebrews wrote “…just as Moses was warned by God when he 
was about to erect the tabernacle; for, ‘SEE,’ He says, ‘THAT YOU MAKE all things ACCORDING TO THE 
PATTERN WHICH WAS SHOWN YOU ON THE MOUNTAIN’” (Heb. 8:5). God is a God of order and 
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precision. From this desire for exactness, he also has a specific pattern, or blueprint, from which He 
desires the eternal purpose church to be built.  

b. In one sense, every leader who desires to build an eternal purpose church must go up to the mountain 
of revelation himself and discover God’s pattern for the ministry he or she leads. At the same time, 
the scriptures offer an excellent example of a church model that effectively accommodates an eternal 
purpose mission base, and that model is the church at Antioch.  

c. The ministry initiatives we propose for an eternal purpose mission base is modeled after the church 
at Antioch. Some of these bases will emerge as a single church as a result of a pastor transforming the 
church he or she leads into eternal purpose mission base. Others will be a work within a city or region 
from which a group of pastors join together, not giving up the autonomy of their local church, but 
coming together to form a city-wide mission base. Still others will be a product of a group of people 
who have never led a church before but want to create a place for God’s eternal purpose to flourish 
in their geographic are or sphere of influence. 

d. Mission bases will vary considerably based on the personalities and giftings of those in leadership over 
these bases. However, they will also take on certain similar characteristics in terms of their structure 
and ministry initiatives. Let’s mention a few key features that should characterize eternal purpose 
mission bases. 

2. Eternal purpose mission bases will build a spiritual environment that promotes 
and facilitates the variety of issues pertinent to an eternal purpose church. 

a. This is really an important point for pastors and leaders and all who want to build an eternal purpose 
church or mission base. As with the church at Antioch, mission bases will be training centers, ministry 
centers, worship centers, prayer centers, and mission centers. Even though they will facilitate all of 
these functions, the local gathering of people that will comprise the core of the mission  base will be 
central to all that God does through the mission base. 

b. Therefore, it is imperative that the local church dimension of the mission base be totally focused on 
the issues related to God’s eternal purpose. Session 5 summarizes many of these issues; so, we will 
not repeat the list of topics that must be central to the message and ministry of an eternal purpose 
mission base. I would suggest you take a moment and review Session 5 so as to look through those 
varied topics again. 

c. The point is that if we are going to build an effective eternal purpose mission base, everything we 
preach, teach, and all of our church activities must be centered around God’s eternal purpose. Make 
no mistake about it, this is not the case in most churches. There will be little lasting impact of the 
functions mentioned in the remainder of this session if our local church’s ministry is not totally 
absorbed in the message of God’s eternal purpose. 

d. Thus, building an eternal purpose mission base begins with leaders building the message and ministry 
of their local church on God’s eternal purpose and the many related issues involved in that message.  
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3. Eternal purpose mission bases will build a worship ministry which produces 
worshipers in spirit and truth and facilitates regular times of deep worship that 
truly ministers to the Lord. 

a. The church at Antioch worshiped in such a deep way that their worship ministered to the Lord. Just 
like at Antioch, worship is a critical component to the effectiveness of an eternal purpose church. As 
we draw closer and closer to the second coming of Jesus, we must also draw closer and closer to Christ 
in love, passion, character, and intimacy. Worship will be a key way that believers’ love and intimacy 
will be expressed in the end times.   

b. Thus, one foundational task for an eternal purpose mission base will be to establish a worship ministry 
that truly ministers deeply to the Lord. As we contemplate what to build, we must think outside the 
box of what we have been doing thinking that the “old is good enough”. It will not be! When God 
began to teach us about eternal purpose and to build our home church into an eternal purpose 
mission base, one of the first things He addressed was worship. One Sunday early in the preparation 
process, the Holy Spirit gave a word that our current worship was hypocritical because our hearts 
were far from Him and that because of that we were worshiping Him in vain. In fact, the Lord had us 
lay down our worship through song completely about one year.  

c. During that year we learned several key truths. First, we must become an altar of incense not just 
offer incense. We must be worshipers who worship in sprit and truth.  Second, we must sing songs 
that honor and magnify God not self. Third, we must remove all hype and actions that exalt man over 
God. Fourth, the worship team must not be placed on stage solely because of their talent but must 
be worshipers with a life characterized by spirit and truth. And one thing we do know is that it will be 
RADICALLY different than what it was. 

d. Therefore, let God have His way with your worship ministry so that He can lead you into what He 
wants in the unique days that lie ahead. 

4. Eternal purpose mission bases will build a prayer ministry with prayer that ascends 
to the heavenly golden altar so as to fill the heavenly incense bowls. 

a. Eternal purpose mission bases will be built upon the twin foundations of deep worship and fervent 
prayer. Jesus said that His house would be a “house of prayer for all the nations” (Mark 11:17). The 
eternal purpose church will fulfill Jesus’ prayer mandate. As we discussed in Session 11, not just any 
prayer but prayer that will ascend to the heavenly golden altar. Eternal purpose mission bases will be 
places from which prayer will go forth to fulfill the mandate of Revelation 8:1-5.  

b. As we stated in Session 11, golden altar intercession is the engine that drives an eternal purpose 
mission base and causes the work to bear lasting fruit. Therefore, an essential task for an eternal 
purpose mission base is to facilitate a prayer ministry focused on prayer that will ascend to the golden 
altar. The revised Lifeschool class, Becoming a House of Prayer, will help mission bases implement a 
specific eternal purpose focus into their prayer ministry.  
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5. Eternal purpose mission bases will create an in-depth training ministry to equip 
members with understanding of God’s eternal purpose and the many issues that 
flow from this topic and to equip them for the work of ministry that will emerge 
from an eternal purpose base. 

a. The teachers who were members of the leadership team at Antioch, continued the emphasis on 
teaching that had been initiated by the church at Jerusalem of whom it was noted that believers 
“continually devoted themselves to the apostles teaching” (Acts 2:42). The church at Antioch was 
doing likewise. Following Jesus’ ascension, there was a great need for teaching and training. Teaching 
had gone on for many years in the Jewish synagogues, and most likely most who came to Christ in 
those early years had a solid foundation in the law and prophets. However, now things were different. 
Jesus had come and changed everything! When Jesus came to earth as Israel’s Messiah and the Savior 
of the world, God had come in an unexpected way. For the most part, Israel was expecting a military 
deliverer to arise and free them from Roman oppression. The way Jesus came had been prophesied 
for centuries, but the people did not recognize it. The first coming of Jesus was a mystery that had 
just been revealed (Rom. 16:25-26).  

b. Therefore, there was a crucial need in the early church to equip the church in the new way of living 
that had resulted from Jesus’ coming. That is, the early church had to unveil the mystery of Christ’s 
coming that had been hidden until then. In a similar way, eternal purpose mission bases must establish 
a training ministry to unveil the mystery of God’s eternal purpose that is just now being unlocked to 
this generation by the Holy Spirit. 

c. Eternal purpose mission bases must create a training center to equip people in foundational truths 
related to God’s eternal purpose like maturing in a bridal relationship, overcoming as a mature son, 
the kingdom of God, and the details of the cross life to which believers are called. They must also train 
believers in vital ministry functions such as to become intercessors to pray prayers that will ascend to 
the golden altar and as messengers who carry the message of eternal purpose. 

6. Eternal purpose mission bases will equip its people to proclaim the voice from the 
throne. 

a. The apostle Paul was a faithful witness of truth wherever he went. This is characteristic of the entire 
message of the New Testament church. They held up a standard of righteousness as they introduced 
the new way of Christ. As you read through the New Testament, you quickly realize that their message 
came with a price. They were dealt with very harshly even unto death because of their message. In 
their day, even though multitudes came to Christ through their words, the voice from the throne was 
greatly resisted by the religious mindsets. 

b. This will be the case in our day also. Many will receive the eternal gospel with great joy; however, 
many will not want to change and many will resist or even persecute this message. Therefore, it is 
crucial that eternal purpose mission bases equip its people to know, live, and proclaim the eternal 
gospel and all that is included. The eternal purpose church must be grounded in this message deeply 
so as to be a faithful witness of truth in the ever-increasing darkness that is taking over the world. 
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7. Eternal purpose mission bases will equip its people to provide prophetic direction 
to the church so as to assist it in fulfilling its mandate. 

a. There were prophets at Antioch who could speak prophetically into the life of the church. Paul and 
Barnabas were sent out on their missionary journey as the result of the prophetic ministry of the 
church at Antioch.  Agabus was a prophet to the early church. Although based in Jerusalem, he 
ministered prophetically to provide insight and strategy to direct and warn the church in its early 
mission. There are other instances in the Book of Acts of prophets functioning in their giftings. The 
early church looked to the prophetic ministry to help them in their mission. 

b. In a similar way, the eternal purpose church needs prophetic direction. The eternal purpose church 
will be built upon the foundation of the apostle and prophet and there is a need for trained and 
equipped true, accurate prophetic voices to speak into the life of the eternal purpose church. Leaders 
must equip and release mature prophetic input into the strategy of the church to provide insight, 
direction, warning, and encouragement. Leaders must also draw from solid, internationally 
recognized prophetic voices—but those who hold to an accurate eschatology and are focused on 
building an eternal purpose church. At our home church, in the recent season we have been in, God 
has been very faithful to periodically release prophetic direction and encouragement and even 
warnings to us. These prophetic exhortations have been very necessary in order for us to know how 
to proceed in building our eternal purpose mission base. 

c. Therefore, leaders of an eternal purpose mission base must respond to, raise up and release seasoned 
prophetic voices to help in directing the church into its eternal purpose mission. 

8. Eternal purpose mission bases must reach out with the eternal gospel within its 
local community. 

a. The New Testament Church, including the church at Antioch, went about from city to city and person 
to person to proclaim the gospel of the newly initiated kingdom of God. The gospel they proclaimed 
was essentially the eternal gospel. Like Paul wrote, he knew nothing but Christ and Him crucified and 
preached Christ crucified (1 Cor. 1:23; 2:2). This is the way of the eternal gospel. The eternal gospel is 
rooted in the good pleasure of the Father and has as its purpose to prepare a family of mature sons 
for the Father and an equally yoked bride for the Son. The pathway to the fulfillment of the eternal 
gospel is for believers to come to Christ in faith and to embrace the cross life of Christ so as to be 
conformed into Christ’s image in fullness.  

b. You know as I do that not much of the present day church is preaching this message. In fact, just about 
everything but this message is being proclaimed. Eternal purpose mission bases must have a new 
message—that of Christ and Him crucified. 

9. Eternal purpose mission bases will send out mission teams to equip the church in 
other regions in the truths and practices of God’s eternal purpose. 

a. “So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to 
Cyprus. When they reached Salamis, they began to proclaim the word of God in the synagogues of 
the Jews; and they also had John as their helper” (Acts 13:4-5). The church at Antioch sent out Paul 
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and Barnabas to take the message of the kingdom of God to other places where it had not been 
proclaimed. 

b. This is what eternal purpose mission bases must do as well. Lifeschool is based on the principle of 2 
Timothy 2:2. This powerful verse reads, “The things which you have heard from me in the presence 
of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (2 Tim 2:2). 
The training and preparation mission bases receive must not just be shared within their local church 
or just within their city. It must be taken by teams that have been trained and equipped in these things 
to more remote places. God desires a bride, a prepared church from every tribe, tongue and nation.  

c. The eternal purpose message must be taken to remote villages and to other cities, towns, and nations. 
If there is to be a massive army assembled by 2030 the assignment is urgent with no time to waste. 

IV. The Process and People 

1. Effective eternal purpose mission bases will be built by leaders approved by God. 

a. Paul wrote these words about himself, “For our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or 
by way of deceit; but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we 
speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines [approves, my addition] our hearts” (1 Thess. 2:3-
4). As this verse suggests, before Paul was used as a master builder who took the new truths of the 
gospel throughout the earth, he was approved by God. 

b. The process of building an eternal purpose mission base will require this same process for every leader 
who wishes to build such a base. Leaders are called, trained, inwardly developed, and then 
commissioned. In other words, leaders must be tried, tested, and approved. 

c. We want to make this point very clear. In order to be a person used to build an eternal purpose 
mission base, one must be personally transformed. They must be transformed in character so as to 
walk in purity and humility. They must also study to show themselves approved by gaining the insight 
and personal revelation of God’s eternal purpose and all that is involved in it. And there must be no 
deceit in their heart. Their motivation must be pure. 

d. Every leader to be used of God as a master builder or a messenger of eternal purpose must own the 
message. This will be one major difference between Lifeschool’s EPI and the CTP. The shift between 
these two initiatives will be from mentors to messengers/master builders. In the past, a mentor could 
be effective to multiply the teachings of Lifeschool and never be transformed in any significant way. 
This will not be the case for those wishing to build an eternal purpose mission base. They must own 
the message. They must live the message. They must know the message. 

2. While personal transformation is taking place, those leading eternal purpose 
mission bases must transform their local church or group. 

a. The second step in the process following and alongside of the leader’s personal transformation is the 
transformation of their local church. Before going out to the nations with the eternal gospel, leaders 
must implement the truths and the methodologies of eternal purpose in their local church base. 

b. The church must be equipped with the revelation of eternal purpose and its implications on their lives. 
Issues like the eternal plan and thought of the Godhead before the foundation of the world must be 
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taught as well as topics like the bride making herself ready and overcoming sons coming to full 
maturity. I think you get the point. There is a lot to transform in the local base before taking it to the 
nations. 

c. In addition to training, mission bases must be firmly established with golden altar intercession and 
worship that is a sweet incense, ministering to the Lord. Therefore, if you choose to participate in this 
effort the EPI, don’t think you can say “yes” this week, learn it next week, implement it in your church 
the week after and take it to the nations in week four. It doesn’t work that way. It will take time, focus, 
and perseverance in these things to become an effective base. 

3. God is raising up messengers and master builders—that is, true apostles and 
prophets--to build eternal purpose mission bases. 

a. To explain the role of the messenger and master builder, let’s first mention the roles of the apostle 
and prophet. Eternal purpose mission bases will be built and influenced through the apostolic and 
prophetic ministries. As we learned earlier in this session, all of the fivefold functions were present at 
Antioch, including apostles and prophets. We don’t know exactly how God used these functions at 
Antioch other than to know that Paul went forth from there to spread the word of the risen Messiah. 
However, we do know the role of the apostle and prophet from other passages. Here is an important 
one, 

“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are 
of God's household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into 
a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the 
Spirit” (Eph. 2:19-22). 

b. From this scripture, we quickly observe the importance of the apostle and prophet, and we might add 
the teacher to build the church in any generation and, for our goal, an eternal purpose mission base.  

c. A word is appropriate about the roles of the apostle and prophet. Most in the church right now who 
call themselves apostles are not apostles at all. Planting a church or overseeing multiple churches 
does not make one an apostle. With that said, the apostolic function we are speaking of is to lay a 
solid foundation of Christ and to plant and oversee new truths which have been hidden until now and 
are in our day being revealed to the church in preparation for the second coming. The role of the 
prophet is also misunderstood by most of the church. Prophets not only speak prophetic words to 
encourage people through prophetic gifting, they also bring prophetic direction, operating in the 
prophetic ministry of the Lord, to build God’s works in the earth in accordance with His times and 
seasons. 

d. Because of the way the titles of apostle and prophet are misused in today’s church, we are using the 
term “messenger” for the prophet and “master builder” for the apostle. The messenger and master 
builder work in tandem to build God’s new things in the earth. Without the influence of the messenger 
and master builder, the church will not be able to build what God desires in specific times and seasons. 
So, we need these giftings functioning in their role to build and provide direction to the building of 
eternal purpose mission bases. 
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4. Eternal purpose mission bases will be built by forerunners who will come outside 
the religious system. 

a. As you know the driving scripture for Lifeschool is Luke 1:17 which reads, “It is he who will go as a 
forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK 
TO THE CHILDREN, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord."  

b. Consistent with the verse, God will use messengers and master builders who are also forerunners to 
build these mission bases. There is a lot that could be said about forerunners but the point for now is 
that forerunners go outside the religious system of their day to proclaim the new times and seasons. 
Elijah went to brook Cherith and John the Baptist went into the wilderness. There have been many 
others throughout history who have done likewise. 

c. The same will be true with you. To build an effective base will require you to leave your traditions and 
approaches and maybe even your denomination or movement. Just like Jesus’ words about wineskins 
tells us that we cannot put new wine into old wineskins, you will not be able to put eternal purpose 
into an old religious system by just patching it on. It will require a radical leaving of the old—that is, 
of coming outside the camp—in order to build the new. But it will be well worth it. 

e. We know that for those who are called as messengers and master builders, God will equip you and 
empower you to take the message of eternal purpose and run with it yourself. This class is designed 
to help you in that effort. We hope you are as excited about doing this as we are. Let’s go and build! 


