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I. Time for an Army 

1. This session addresses the need for an eternal purpose church to create a 
spiritual environment and spiritual structure to raise up an army of believers 
as we approach the end of the age. 

a. Rick Joyner released a book in late 2015 entitled, Army of the Dawn, and subtitled, Preparing 
for the Greatest Event of All Time. In its opening pages, he wrote, 

God has an army that is just beginning to gather. Ultimately, it will be something like an 
irresistible force and an immovable object. Where it marches, it will conquer. Where it 
takes a stand, it will not be moved. That this great force is now gathering is one of the 
great signs that the end of this age is at hand, and the King will soon come to establish His 
Kingdom. We must hear the sound of the turmpet that is now being sounded and respond 
to it by gathering together with others of like vision and purpose [to gather and build an 
army, my addition].1 

b. One major transition that must take place in the body of Christ in the end times, and one 
major emphasis of an eternal purpose church is to create the environment that motivates and 
encourages believers to become part of God’s army of spiritual warriors and to establish a 
spiritual structure that facilitates the training and deployment of the army.  

2. The vast majority of the church today is anything but an army. 

a. The current state of the church is far from being characterized as “an exceedingly great army” 
(Ezek. 37:10). Joyner also wrote the following in his book, 

The church, in general, is only accomplishing roughly 5% of its mandated purpose at this 
time. The other 95% of its time and attention is occupied with things that bear little or no 
real fruit. The activity and entertainment generated by this 95% may resemble fruit, but 
simply engaging in activity is not growing up into all things in Christ.2 

b. Much of the church merely expects congregants to attend a service and partake of certain 
ordinances. In many places, pastors are attempting to be the lone “super star” of the church. 
In these “man of God” centered churches, believers are kept dependent upon the leader of 
the ministry, that is, the “man of God”. The primary role of the believer in this type of church 
is to come to the service to receive from the “man of God”. At the meeting, they receive a 
message and ministry from the man of God, but they are not expected to be equipped for the 
work of ministry, only to attend, support the church with their tithes and offerings, and invite 
others to come and see the man of God at work. 

 

c. Still other churches are structured so as to make the lost not to feel conviction over their sin. 
At many of these types of churches, the focus is getting unbelievers and weak believers to 
feel comfortable in their compromised lifestyle. These churches offer little true worship and 
messages that are more pyschology than the anointed word. 

d. All of these types of churches may remain; however, in the midst of a lukewarm global church, 
God is raising up a people who will be willing to be equipped and then function as ministers 
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of the gospel of Jesus Christ as golden altar intercessors and those who proclaim in boldness 
the eternal gospel—in other words, be raised up as a mighty army. 

e. The church must become a mobilizing center to call for God’s army to arise. It must become 
a teaching and training center to equip the army to function in excellence and authority, and 
it must become a deployment center to release and commission the army to intercede 
according to God’s eternal purpose, make ready a people for the second coming of Christ and 
for the church’s eernal role so as to prepare the way for the coming of the King. 

f. With that as our mandate, let’s draw some principles for raising such an army by looking at 
the life and ministry of Gideon. 

II. Gideon’s Army 

1. In the days when the judges ruled Israel, God raised up Gideon and his 
band of mighty warriors. 

a. Judges 6-8 records the story of Gideon and his conquests during the days when the judges 
ruled Israel. The story begins with the sons of Israel having turned away from God to follow 
pagan gods, specifically Baal and Asherah (Judg. 6:28). As a result, God allowed Midian to 
prevail against them. 

b. Midian joined with the Amalekites and other surrounding nations to destroy the fruit of 
Israel’s harvests leaving them with a scarcity of food. The Midianites devastated the land 
greatly, impoverishing the people so that eventually they cried out to God for a deliverer 
(Judg. 6:1-6). 

c. In response to their cry, God raised up Gideon. We first encounter Gideon as he was beating 
out wheat in a wine press in order to hide from the Midianites. It was there that the Angel of 
the Lord called Gideon to deliver Israel and, even before he had accomplished anything, called 
him a valiant warrior (Judg. 6:12). God saw in Gideon what Gideon himself could not see—a 
valiant warrior capable of leading an army against Israel’s enemies. 

d. Gideon had a hard time believing the Lord. However, God was not concerned that Gideon’s 
clan was the poorest of all the clans nor that Gideon was the least in his father’s house. 
Because of his feelings of unworthiness, Gideon asked for confirmation on two occasions that 
God was really with him. Even though he was a weak, fearful man who felt unworthy to lead 
an army, he heeded the call of God and began to obey the Lord. Ultimately, even in his 
weakness, God used him to deliver a nation from their oppressors. 

2. God first tested Gideon. 

a. Before allowing Gideon to raise up an army, He first prepared and tested Gideon. The very 
night after he built the altar to the Lord, the Lord told him to tear down the altar to Baal and 
the Asherah beside it that belonged to his father and apparently was the altar for Baal worship 
for the entire city. He did as he was asked to do, passing the test. He had successfully removed 
Baal and Asherah from his house and city. About that same time, he built a personal altar to 
the Lord, calling it “The Lord is peace” (Judg. 6:24).  
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b. To confirm his victory over Baal worship, Gideon was given the name Jerrubbaal which means 
“let Baal contend for himself”, indicating that the people had turned completely from their 
support and worship of Baal. 

3. God confirmed to Gideon that God was with him. 

a. God had already called Gideon a valiant warrior even though Gideon had a hard time 
accepting the truth. In his compassion, God continued to work in Gideon’s heart until he knew 
that he could accomplish what God was calling him to do. He told Gideon that “Surely I will 
be with you and you shall defeat Midian as one man” (Judg. 6:16). 

b. Gideon still wondered if he had heard the Lord correctly. Because of his feelings of 
unworthiness, he asked God for a sign to confirm his call (Judg. 6:17). To reinforce His word 
to Gideon, the angel of the Lord told Gideon to offer a sacrifice to the Lord. The angel validated 
Gideon’s call by causing fire to come from the rock to consume the sacrifice (Judg. 6:21). 

c. From this point, Gideon began to obey God’s instructions. But he still wanted more 
confirmation of his call. “Then Gideon said to God, ‘If You will deliver Israel through me, as 
You have spoken, behold, I will put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew on 
the fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground, then I will know that You will deliver Israel 
through me, as You have spoken.’"(Judg. 6:36-37). Gideon even asked for one more 
confirmation. 

d. God graciously confirmed to Gideon his calling, and knowing he was called, Gideon began to 
raise up an army to defeat the Midianites. Gideon had passed his personal tests and was now 
prepared to lead God’s army against Israel’s enemies. 

4. God called Gideon to raise up an army.  

a. God called Gideon to raise up an army of warriors to defeat the Midianites. Originally, 32,000 
men said “yes” answering the call to join the forces, but because of fear 22,000 of them went 
home. Ten thousand remained, but the Lord said that was still too many.  

b. “Then the LORD said to Gideon, ‘The people are still too many; bring them down to the water 
and I will test them for you there’” (Judg. 7:4). God now tested the army. Gideon had passed 
the tests; now, the entire army was being tested before they were allowed to enter the battle. 
Gideon merely had to bring them to the water to drink. God set apart those who could 
participate in the battle by the way they drank water from the stream. Some lapped like a dog 
drinking water and others kneeled to drink. If you begin to read commentaries on the meaning 
of how the people drank, you will quickly come to the conclusion that no one knows for sure 
what the different positions really meant other than a test to select the army. However, as I 
think of those lapping water from the stream, I picture them laying prostrate on the ground, 
drinking eagerly from the stream of flowing water. My interpretation is that those who lapped 
exhibited true humility by laying on the ground not caring about their dignity being eager for 
the water of life, that is, thirsting for the Holy Spirit’s presence and power. 

c. God used the 300 who lapped to defeat Midian. Many were called, 32,000 in fact, but only 
300 passed the test so as to be chosen for Gideon’s army. Even though they were only a 
remnant of those invited, God used this band of mighty warriors—the called, chosen and 
faithful--to purify the land and to defeat Israel’s oppressors (Judg. 7). 
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5. The Lord empowered Gideon’s army to win the battle. 

a. Even though they were to use none of the conventional weapons of the day, by following 
God’s plan and using the tools God gave them they defeated their enemies. 

b. In their battle, God called them to carry only two weapons. The first was a trumpet and the 
second an earthen pitcher with a lighted torch inside. They carried no sword. God used their 
set apart lives, their mouth, and the light they carried to win the battle.  

c. As a result of Gideon’s army, peace was returned to the land, the harvest was once again 
preserved and Israel’s enemies were defeated. Following the victory, Gideon was appointed 
judge over Israel and governed the land in peace for 40 years. 

III. A Modern Day Gideon’s Army 

1. In a manner similar to Gideon’s army, God is once again calling for a spiritual 
army to arise. 

a. The enemy is at the gate, the harvest is being stolen, and the church has shrunk back into 
compromise with the declining culture of the day. Expressions of Baal and Asherah are 
rampant throughout the land. In the midst of these alarming problems facing the global 
church, God is calling for a modern-day Gideon’s army to arise. As the story of Gideon offers 
an excellent illustration of the transition needed by the church committed to God’s eternal 
purpose to accept the call, prepare for and minister as God’s army.  

b. With Gideon’s army as our inspiration, let’s look at four important changes that must take 
place in the eternal purpose church if it is to become an army in our day. The four issues are 
1) a transition in the mindset of fivefold leaders and the church, 2) both leaders and believers 
accepting the call to be a part of the army, 3) the preparation of the army, and 4) the minstry 
of this army.  

c. Let’s begin with a discussion of the needed transition in the mindset of fivefold leaders and, 
in fact, all of the church. 

Changing the Mindset of Leaders and the Church 

2. To effectively build an army with God’s eternal purpose in their hearts, a 
transition must first take place in the mindset of fivefold leaders to no longer 
operate as chief ministers but more as chief equippers. 

a. “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as  evangelists, and some 
as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building 
up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness 
of Christ” (Eph. 4:11-13). 

b. Notice the above passage which describes the function of the fivefold ministry. As the passage 
states, the purpose of the fivefold ministry is to equip the saints for the work of service and 
to mature them. Even though this is the scriptural objective, much of the leadership in the 
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church does not think this way. Many think of the fivefold as a title or a position rather than 
the function that it is. 

c. Bryan and I were ministering in west Africa a few years ago. It was the first time we had been 
there and we did not know much about the church culture there. Before arriving for our first 
meeting, the Holy Spirit had given me a message to preach on Ephesians 4 with the primary 
theme being that fivefold leaders are there to equip the church for ministry, not to do it all 
themselves. One of my points was that the fivefold is to be the foundation of the ministry—
the unseen portion of the house of God that the work is built upon. I must confess that this 
message did not go over very well. Before I spoke, our host introduced every church leader in 
attendance with a title, calling them apostle, prophet, and teacher. You couldn’t look into the 
audience without catching the glimpse of one with a title. The leadership of the church of this 
city looked at the fivefold as a position of pride for which to be recognized rather than a 
functional role to play. As you can imagine, the majority of those leaders did not like my 
message and most did not come back. The point for sharing this is that it highlighted the state 
of much of the church in which the fivefold does not recognize their foundational role of 
equipping the body of Christ. 

d. A local pastor in our city, Marc Lawson wrote in his book, It’s the End of the Church as We 
Know It, about the fivefold ministry, 

For Churchianity to decrease and the Kingdom to increase, we must be willling to overhaul 
the hierarchical structure of current church leadership. Before that can be done, however, 
we must understand the simple truth that every gift mentioned in Ephesians Chapter 4—
apostle, prophet, pastor, evangelist and teacher--are for the edification of the church, not 
the glorification of those who exercise them.3  

e. The fivefold ministry is not a series of titles that define people’s leadership positions in the 
Body of Christ, and it not a way to get a name for ourselves in the Body of Christ. Rather, the 
fivefold categories describe five different functions that leaders perform in order to lead, 
teach, and equip the church for its work. Leaders are given as a gift to the body of Christ to 
lead the church into its destiny and to teach and equip the church for the work of ministry. 
They do this by performing certain leadership and equipping functions. 

f. What many in the church view as the highest offices—the apostles and prophets—are clearly 
called to lay the foundation as noted in Paul’s eternal purpose book of Ephesians “…are of 
God's household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is 
growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a 
dwelling of God in the Spirit” (Eph. 2:19-22). 

g. For the most part, the fivefold ministry has had it all wrong. Church leaders have attempted 
to be the chief ministers of the gospel rather than the chief leaders and equippers of the Body 
of Christ. This has been such a common idea that the church has come to think that this is as 
it should be. However, in the end times, this must and will change. A transition must take 
place in the eternal purpose church so that those in leadership focus their energy on two 
things: 1) building an eternal purpose a church and 2) equipping believers to do the work of 
ministry with the very specific focus of God’s eternal purpose. 

h. Fivefold ministers are no longer to be the capstone of a ministry but the foundation of the 
ministry. If you think about a house being constructed, the foundation is absolutely necessary 
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to keep the structure from collapsing but is really unseen. The walls, the roof, the windows 
and doors are the visible part. In the same way, God’s plan for the fivefold is not to be the 
ones doing it all but equipping the church to do the work of ministry. 

i. Summarizing, the primary purpose of the fivefold ministry in the eternal purpose church is 
not to do all the work of ministry but to lead the church into its destiny and to equip the saints 
for the church’s end-time ministry and for its eternal role as Christ’s bride.  

3. Just like the fivefold leaders must understand their role as leaders and 
equippers, believers must also understand that every Christian is called to 
be a minister of the gospel. 

a. Every believer is called to be a disciple of Christ and then to go and make disciples of 
others. Jesus clearly commissioned His church--not just the fivefold leadership--to 
make disciples by sharing the gospel with others, leading them to salvation, and then 
teaching them until those converts become mature disciples of the Lord (Matt. 28:18-
20; Mark 16:15-18; Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 5:18-21).  

b. Everyone is different and we all play a different role in making disciples; but all are 
called to this task. Also, every believer is gifted for ministry, “But to each one is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good…but one and the same Spirit 
works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills” (1 Cor. 
12:7, 11).  

c. Every member of the Body of Christ has not only a role to play but an important role to play. 
“…from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, 
according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the 
building up of itself in love” (Eph. 4:16).  

d. Even though this is the case and is very clear in the scriptures, much of the church today acts 
as though it is not the clear mandate of the scriptures. Many act as though their function in 
the Body of Christ is to attend church and give money to support the ministry. Many in the 
Body of Christ believe they are at church to receive a blessing from the man of God rather than 
to be equipped as a member of an army. 

e. Therefore, if the eternal purpose church is to become an army, then both fivefold leaders and 
believers must change their mindset toward their role in the overall Body of Christ. A transition 
must take place in the lives of believers so that they are no longer the chief listeners, but rather 
the chief doers of the Word, and the fivefold ministry must begin to lead and equip the church 
to do the work of ministry in accordance with God’s eternal purpose and the specific purpose 
of the church age and the end times. 

f. Let’s next look at the need to accept the call. 
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Accepting the Call  

4. If an army is to be raised up, then fivefold leaders must accept the call to 
raise up an army by being totally committed to building a different type of 
church—an eternal purpose church. 

a. “The LORD looked at him [Gideon] and said, ‘Go in this your strength and deliver Israel from 
the hand of Midian. Have I not sent you?’” God was sending Gideon on a mission. He was to 
raise up an army to deliver Israel from its enemies. In a similar way, God is calling fivefold 
leaders on a mission—to build an eternal purpose church and to raise up an army to help in 
this major end-time assignment.  

b. Even though Gideon did not fully understand everything and did not feel capable of doing 
such a daunting assignment, he said “yes” to it and obeyed God fully. Even though fivefold 
leadership may not fully understand what is involved in building an eternal purpose church, 
they must fully commit their life and ministry to this task. An eternal purpose church will not 
be built by leaders who are half heartedly committed to the job. It will require a full 
commitment; otherwise, believers will never come forth as an army.  

c. Fivefold leaders will find the Holy Spirit progressively calling them to lay down their own plans 
and agendas to follow God’s blueprint for building an eternal purpose church. Among other 
things, the eternal purpose church will require greater revelation of Christ, His eternal 
purpose, His purpose for the church age and even the end times. It will also require a more 
focused, narrower lifestyle from believers; and it will require the church to allow Christ to 
arise within them as pre-eminent.  

d. Fivefold leaders must lead in the building of an eternal purpose church and they must also 
equip the church for the work of ministry in accordance with God’s eternal purpose. 

5. Believers must accept the truth that they are called as valiant warriors even 
if they feel fear and think of themselves as weak. 

a. With good reason, Gideon was fearful of the enemy. He also felt very unworthy of the call 
that he received. He was from a lightly regarded clan and an insignificant member of that 
lightly thought of family line. His father had been the one responsible for setting up the altar 
to Baal and Asherah in the entire city. But God called him a valiant warrior before he had ever 
done one thing. He was labeled that because of God’s call on his life, not due to anything he 
had accomplished to that point.  

b. Likewise, believers must accept the truth that they too are called to be valiant warriors for 
God’s eternal purposes. Their call will include intercession with prayer that ascends to the 
golden altar. It may also be to reach the lost, or to disciple believers in accordance with God’s 
eternal purposes. There are many roles to play in the army, but everyone is called, and 
believers must accept the truth that they are called even if they feel unworthy. 
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6. Believers must also become eager to be used by God in the unique days in 
which we live. 

a. Gideon’s army was chosen from a heart of humility and from an eager desire to be used in 
the army Gideon was assembling. God chose those who eagerly lapped the water from the 
stream.  

b. In a similar manner, believers who are hungry for more of God, desire Him in every way, and 
deeply desire to be used by God as the bride in the end times and throughout eternity are the 
ones God will use in this army. Currently, the church is filled with many, many reluctant 
warriors. Many are fearful, others are too busy, and still others desire to do something for 
God but feel very ill equipped to do so. 

c. The days in which we live are very exciting yet challenging. As we understand God’s eternal 
purpose, God’s army will come from people who are passionate about living in God’s eternal 
purpose in fullness and truly desire to be used by God in the unique days that lie ahead. 

d. God will empower everyone who desires it, but first God tests us to see if we really fit the 
description of those who pass the “desire” test. Those who do will be equipped and used far 
beyond their wildest imagination. 

Preparation of the Army 

7. To effectively raise up an army, in a manner similar to the preparation of 
Gideon for his call as a valiant warrior, fivefold leaders must be prepared for 
their calling as leaders called to build an eternal purpose church. 

a. Gideon did not believe he could lead an army, nor did he believe he could deliver Israel from 
the Midianites. God had to first do a thorough work in Gideon’s life to build in him the 
confidence that he could lead an army. In a similar way, fivefold leaders must be convinced 
that God is with them as He was with Gideon and that God has called them and gifted them 
to lead an army called to advance God’s eternal purpose. 

b. But believing he could do it was not all that had to be worked out in Gideon’s life. He also had 
to tear down the altar to Baal and Asherah that had been erected in his father’s house. Fvefold 
leaders must do likewise before they are fully ready to lead an army.  

c. Gideon tore down his family altar to Baal in one night; but that will not be the case with most 
leaders. It may require years of God working in us to remove every vestige of pride, glory 
seeking, sin, deception, and dishonesty so as to produce true humility, integrity, sexual purity, 
and desire to see Jesus exalted in every dimension of our lives. Remember it was the torch 
inside the earthen vessel that defeated the enemy in Gideon’s army. In a similar manner, it 
will be the light of a Christlike nature shining in the darkness emanating from the army that 
will defeat the enemy. This work must begin with us! 

8. Fivefold leaders must equip believers for the work of ministry. 

a. Each member of Gideon’s army was given two weapons—a trumpet and a pitcher with a 
lighted torch inside it. He put trumpets and empty pitchers into the hands of his army, with 
torches inside the pitchers” (Judg. 7:16).  In a similar manner, God’s army will use the same 
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two weapons. They will use their personal trumpet—their voice—and their torch coming from 
a broken pitcher—the light that shines from within their lives. 

b. The message of eternal purpose, the intercession, teaching, revelation, and ministry carried 
throughout the world from hearts that have been prepared and tested will impact this world 
in incomprehensible ways. Those who submit to God’s preparation process will have a voice 
that will shake the heavens and ultimately partner with the Lord to bring about the second 
coming of Christ and be used throughout eternity. 

c. Therefore, fivefold leaders have a major assignment to equip the Body of Christ for this vital 
ministry. Just like with the story of Gideon, as preparation takes place in earnest God will build 
faith within His army that He is with them and that they are valiant warriors even in their 
weaknesses and feelings of unworthiness. He will test them to reveal their heart so that they 
can overcome, and will do a deep work of purification in their lives so that their light will shine 
brightly in the midst of a very dark world. He will remove all remnants of Baal and Asherah 
from their lives, family and house so that like Jesus (John 14:30) the ruler of the world will 
have nothing in them. 

The Ministry of the Army 

9. God will use His prepared army to birth the man-child, to bring in the end-
time harvest and to enforce the ultimate victory of Christ on the enemy. 

a. Just like God did with Gideon’s army, He will give his army the weapons of their warfare and 
the strategy to defeat the enemy. Their weapons will not be swords, but their voices—their 
intercession, their spiritual warfare, their proclamations, preaching, and teaching--spoken 
from the bright light within their earthen vessel (2 Cor. 4:7), that is, their overcoming, 
prepared lives. God will use them to labor until Christ is formed in a people; so as to birth and 
mature the manchild, to tear down the pagan altars in the land and replace them with the 
altar of the Lord, and to empower them to do great exploits.  

10. The army will be used to bring in the end-time harvest. 

a. The end times will require a global army of believers equipped and functioning in their gifts 
and callings to proclaim Christ and minister in unprecedented ways.  

b. The end-time harvest is coming and the Book of Acts will be restored and even exceeded, but 
rather than in a relataively small part of the world around Israel, this time on a global scale. 
The eternal gospel will be proclaimed in great authority as multitudes enter the kingdom.  

11. The army will partner with Christ in authority to enforce the victory of 
Christ upon the antichrist kingdom. 

a. As this army matures, it will progressively become God’s authority figure in the earth. In the 
same way Esther was used to defeat Haman and his 10 sons thereby saving her people from 
certain destruction, the end-time Bride will be used of God to partner with Christ to cast the 
antichrist to the earth and to ultimately return with Christ to defeat the antichrist and his 
kingdom. 

b. The army will birth and function as the manchild of Revelation 12 to defeat the end-time 
enemies of God and His people, cause the casting of the dragon from heaven, and finally 
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return with Christ as the called, chosen, and faithful remnant to partner with Christ to defeat 
the beast and the dragon (Rev. 17:14). In contrast to the first bride, Eve, who in partnership 
with her husband Adam, lost the earth to the serpent, the end-time overcoming warrior Bride 
in partnership with Christ will take it back from the antichrist and his demonically inspired 
kingdom. 

c. The army will intercede according to God’s eternal purpose thus helping to facilitate the 
transitioning of the church and the world from church age to the age to come. The overcoming 
church will exercise great authority through intercession and spirtual warfare resulting in the 
ultimate casting of the dragon and demonic principalities from the heavenlies to the earth. 

d. There is an exciting destiny awaiting the army. Even so, there is much work ahead for leaders 
who want to see this happen. In the final section of this session, we will examine a few pursuits 
that will be required to see the army arise. 

IV. For the Army to Arise 

1. To effectively build and lead such an army, fivefold leaders must put action 
to the task of raising up an army. 

a. We all know that if we keep doing the same thing, we will continue to get the same results. 
This idea applies to the building of an army in our church. If we really want to see it happen, 
we will have to make what will be for most of us, very significant changes in our church 
program and in our preaching and teaching. 

b. From our limited experience in attempting to teach and equip our local church to come forth 
with fresh understanding and to emerge as eternal purpose intercessors, true worshipers, and 
effective ministers of the gospel with insight into God’s eternal purpose and the end times, it 
will take a lot of effort on the part of church leaders to see this take place. 

c. At least six different pursuits will be required on the part of fivefold leaders in order to see an 
army raised up in your church. We have talked about each of these in other places in our 
Lifeschool materials, but let’s list them again as they will have a very real effect on the success 
of your ability to raise up an end-time army. 

2. To raise up an army, leaders must pursue the raising up of believers who are 
spiritually intimate and in full union with Christ. 

a. The eternal purpose church will be in full union and intimate with Christ. Therefore, church 
leaders must make intimacy with Christ a high priority and continually emphasize this concept 
to the people. They must develop a growing intimate relationship with Jesus themselves and 
equip their people with practical ideas on how to grow in intimacy. Topics like developing a 
bridal identity toward Christ, passion for Him, developing a close personal relationship, 
hearing His voice, worship, and getting more oil for our lamps must become a regular focus 
of the eternal purpose church. Our Lifeschool classes Understanding the Bride of Christ, The 
Worshiping Church, Learning to Hear God’s Voice and other modules which we will develop 
will help. 
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3. To see an army with the authority of Christ over their ministry, leaders must 
create an environment from which the mature church can arise in 
Christlikeness. 

a. Overcoming sons, a worthy bride, the manchild, those pursuing the high calling of God, the 
7,000 who have not bowed their knee to Baal--all of these concepts describe certain aspects 
of the emerging of a mature remnant from within the church in the end times. The church 
must mature by becoming like Christ in every dimension of life and ministry. It is the mature 
remnant who will be used powerfully as God’s authority figure in the earth.  The vast majority 
of the current church is totally ignoring the need for the bride to make herself ready, sons to 
overcome, believers to take on the nature of Christ in fullness, and the church to mature in 
preparation for Christ’s coming. This must change. If we are to raise up an army, we must 
make it a high priority to continually keep this objective ever before the people and to teach 
them how to become a part of the mature end-time remnant. 

4. To raise up an army, leaders of the eternal purpose church must build and 
members must participate in an environment of deep worship. 

a. The army will be comprised of worshiping warriors. Worship in spirit and truth which presses 
into the throne room of God is an essential foundation for the successful ministry of this army. 
But not just singing worship songs. The type of worship that will characterize the eternal 
purpose church is described in Revelation 14:1-5, 

Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one 
hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on 
their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like 
the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists 
playing on their harps. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four 
living creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred 
and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth. These are the ones who 
have not been defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste. These are the 
ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from among 
men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb. And no lie was found in their mouth; they are 
blameless (Rev. 14:1-5). 

b. To see this take place, this is a trait that must continually be pursued and repeatedly improved 
upon so that worship goes progressively deeper. 

5. To facilitate an army, leaders must equip their churches to become houses 
of prayer focused on prayer that ascends to the golden altar. 

a. Possibly the vast majority of the ministry of the army will come through the ministry of 
intercession and spritual warfare. Therefore, leaders of God’s army must build a house of 
prayer for the nations in their churches. The eternal purpose church must adopt this vision of 
intercession for God’s eternal purpose and end-time objectives to be fulfilled and then train 
and provide opportunity for their people to intercede fervently with prayer that will ascend 
to the golden altar. 
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6. Leaders must impart into their churches knowledge and understanding of 
mysteries being revealed to this generation. 

a. In the days in which we live, God is revealing mysteries about His eternal purpose, the bride, 
overcoming sons, the end times, and many other subjects. Long held ideas are rapidly 
changing before our eyes. God’s army must be trained in these issues which are new to many 
in the Body of Christ.  

7. Leaders must create training opportunities to equip the army. 

a. A multitude of believers working together will be required to accomplish the exciting things 
God has planned for the church in our generation. Pastors and leaders will not be able to do 
alone even a small portion of what God intends. Neither will a few super Christians be able to 
accomplish these exciting things. What God desires for eternal purpose church will 
necessitate the body of Christ arising as a unified army working together in their gifts and 
callings.  

b. Therefore, leaders must equip their members with understanding and give them the tools to 
be an effective minister of God’s eternal purpose. For this to happen, the church must become 
a training center to equip God’s army to minister, to pray, and to provide knowledge of the 
unique days in which we live. 

c. Let the army arise! 

 

 

1Rick Joyner, Army of the Dawn, (Fort Mill, SC: Morningstar Publications, 2015), p. 17.  
2 Ibid, p. 67. 
3 Marc Lawson, It’s the End of the Church as We Know It, Destiny Image Publishers, Shippensburg, PA, 2007, p. 96. 

                                                           


