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I. A Different Type of Church 

1. Welcome to this module which is designed to equip pastors, leaders, and believers 
to build a church based on God’s eternal plan and purpose. 

a. We are excited you have decided to study The Eternal Purpose Church and pray that it will help you 
align your life and/or church with God’s eternal thought, purpose, and plans—plans that were 
determined before the foundation of the world. We sincerely hope this class blesses you, challenges 
you, and exhorts you on to the high call of God in Christ and, if you are a pastor, to lead your church 
into that same high call. 

b. Lifeschool’s guiding verse is Luke 1:17. It reads, "It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the 
spirit and power of Elijah, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE CHILDREN, and the 
disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord". 
With that as our goal, Lifeschool is focused on the task of preparing messengers and master builders 
who will make the bride ready. 

c. We believe we live in a time in which the mystery Of God’s eternal purpose is being unveiled in a 
wonderful way and the Holy Spirit is awakening the church to fresh insights about God’s eternal plan 
so as to help the church prepare a people, if even only a remnant, for the great and terrible events 
soon coming to the earth and, even more importantly, for the eternal ages to come.  

d. We believe God is calling His church now to new levels of partnership, intimacy, prayer, integrity, 
Christlikeness, and a different type of message to be proclaimed from our pulpits---changes that will 
prepare the church for the end of the age and for eternity. 

e. Certainly, in many instances great things are happening in and through the church. Even so, there is 
also an extremely large segment of the global church that is weak and lifeless. Many churches are 
encouraging their members to compromise with the culture rather than be a faithful witness into it. 
Others are focusing their church on getting things from God, treating the Lord as though His only 
purpose is to provide for their desires in return for sowing financial seeds. Still others are trying to 
reclaim what has been lost in the church by going back to shadows rather than the substance which 
is Christ. In even greater numbers, there are many in the worldwide church who are trapped in ritual, 
legalism, and dead religion. This is all occurring while there is increasing chaos in the earth and 
frightening events unfolding before our eyes throughout the global community. 

f. The wineskin that presently defines the vast majority of the church will not survive the wine that is 
soon to be poured into the earth. The great majority of the church’s strategies, approaches, and 
processes are soon to be crushed under God’s end-time moves. God is longing to gather a people unto 
a new way and paradigm. Those who cooperate with His Spirit will be blessed. Those who don’t will 
miss their day of visitation much like Israel did during the days Christ walked the earth.  

g. At Lifeschool, we are absolutely convinced that there is an urgent need for the church to be awakened 
and transformed. As Esther, you are not living by accident either at this time or in the place God has 
placed you. You are born for “such a time as this”. The church must be transformed in this hour. 
Whether you are a pastor, a group of pastors gathered in a city, or a believer wanting to be prepared 
for the urgency of the coming times and for eternity, this module is for you. 
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2.  As we begin, let’s make sure we are clear on what we are calling the church. 

a. Jesus spoke these words to Peter, “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock [Christ] I 
will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it” (Matt. 16:18). We will comment 
more on this verse in a later session; however, for now we want to make sure we understand what 
Jesus meant—and the other New Testament writers for that matter—by the word “church”.  

b. The Greek word translated “church” in the New Testament is the word ekklesia, which means a 
gathering of people called out from their homes into some common place for a single purpose.1 In the 
context of the Christian community, it refers to a gathering of people for the purpose of worshiping 
and serving God. 

c. The point to be made here is that the word church does not refer to a building, a denomination, a 
movement, or even any formally established congregation formed on any ground other than Christ; 
rather, to a group of people gathered in unity around one single purpose and that purpose is Christ. 
Therefore, as we speak of an eternal purpose church, we are not speaking in any way about the name 
on a building but about a people called out from their religious mindsets and traditions, and for some 
their denominations, bishops, and formal structures to gather together in unity around the eternal 
purpose God ordained for His people from before the foundation of the world. 

d. Even though much of the focus of this module is directed toward pastors and leaders, it is just as 
applicable to individual believers. Jeremiah 3:14 reads, “’Return, O faithless sons,' declares the Lord; 
'For I am a master to you, and I will take you one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring 
you to Zion.'’ We believe this is what God is doing in this hour. He is drawing one from a city and two 
from a family and taking them to the eternal city of spiritual Zion. So if you are isolated where there 

is no group gathered like we will speak of, you can still be the church to which this module refers.  

3. This module presents a blueprint for building a different type of church—an eternal 
purpose church.  

a. As you will notice, we have not referred to our blueprint as “the” model for building an effective 
eternal purpose focused church, but, rather, “a” model. Speaking sincerely, we do not presume to 
have the only strategy for such a church; instead, we want to offer a set of principles and life pursuits 
that we truly believe will help church leadership become much more effective in making mature 
disciples, thriving in the uniqueness of the end times, and partnering more fully with the Lord Jesus 
now and throughout the ages to come. 

b. Our desire is to raise up leaders with insight into pertinent issues who will build a different type of 
church at their home base and then go forth as end-time messengers from their mission base to 
spread the message of the eternal purpose driven church and, moreover, as master builders to help 
others build such a church driven by God’s eternal purpose. 

4. This module establishes an overall vision for building an eternal purpose church. 

a. The Lifeschool curriculum includes a large number of classes. Some are already developed. Some are 
being revised, some will be radically changed, and some are yet to be written. Our belief is that every 
class will impart valuable knowledge necessary to prepare God’s people for the Lord in this generation 
and for eternity. 
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b. These classes present details on the multiple components of an eternal purpose church and the 
unique days in which we live; even so, , we believe that it is important to have a class that puts the 
Lifeschool subject matter into an overall perspective. I will illustrate what I mean with this example. 
Think about a 500-piece puzzle. Suppose it was given to you in a box with the picture of the completed 
puzzle on the cover to the box. Suppose you were holding in your hand all the pieces if you could 
actually hold 500 pieces in your hand, and suppose you had lost the box and had no picture of the 
finished product. It would be very difficult to assemble the puzzle because you would not know how 
each piece fits into the whole. In my example, this class is the picture and the other classes are the 
pieces that go together to form the picture.  

c. It will be impossible to share the truths of all of the different classes in this module, but we will share 
what we consider essential to accomplish three objectives: 1) to establish the proper foundation upon 
which to build, 2) to present several components of a proper environment for an eternal purpose 
church, and 3) to propose a spiritual structure to facilitate an eternal purpose church.  Therefore, this 
module is to give a vision for what to build—like we said, a blueprint—so that in subsequent modules 
you can delve deeper into key topics to allow the subject matter to go much deeper into your heart. 
 

II. Paul the Master Builder 
 

1. In this session, we address several truths from the writings of the apostle Paul 
that will serve as a foundation upon which we can build an eternal purpose 
church. 

a. Now that we understand the purpose of the class, let’s focus on eight foundational issues drawn from 
the writings of Paul, who the scriptures call a wise master builder (1 Cor. 3:10). Paul as a wise master 
builder was given the revelation of God’s eternal purpose more than any other New Testament writer, 
and his call was to take the revelation of eternal purpose and of other mysteries shown him to build 
a new wineskin in the people of God in his generation. Because of how God used Paul and the 
extensive volume of his writings related to his contending for the faith and building the New 
Testament Church, understanding some truths from his work will lay a solid foundation as we prepare 
to build an eternal purpose church. 

b. In the remainder of this session, we will address eight foundational issues from Paul’s writings as a 
wise master builder. The first topic is that Paul was called of God as a wise master builder. 

2.   The apostle Paul was called of God as a wise master builder. 

a. Writing about his ministerial call, Paul penned the following words, “According to the grace of God 
which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But 
each man must be careful how he builds on it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the one 
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is 
to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work” (1 Cor. 3:10-13).  

b. We learn several important points from this passage about building an eternal purpose church in our 
day. First, we see clearly that Paul knew that he was called as a wise master builder. There was no 
doubt that God had called him in this way and had equipped him with the essential tools he needed 
to accomplish the task. 
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c. Second, in writing about this call, he stated that he laid a foundation. Thus, we learn that Paul’s writings 
serve as the primary foundation for God’s blueprint for restoring what has been lost in the church and 
more specifically for building an eternal purpose church.  

d. Third, we learn that no man can lay a foundation other than the one which Paul laid. This is a bold 
statement, but it conveys very clearly the point that if we want to be a wise master builder like Paul, 
we too must build on the same foundation he did drawing heavily from his teachings. 

e. Finally, Paul wrote that there are other things to build upon the foundation he laid, but that anyone 
who builds must be very careful what he builds. Anyone building a work from the Lord must lay the 
same foundation Paul laid and build on it with precious stones—that is, things which are initiated and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, and not to build anything from selfish ambition, the traditions of man, 
or any lower purpose than the fullness of Christ. 

3.  Paul received his vision for the eternal purpose church directly from the throne of 
God. 

a. Paul wrote that at some point in his walk, he was caught up to heaven and granted unspeakable 
revelation directly from the Lord Himself, 

Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable; but I will go on to visions and revelations of the 
Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago — whether in the body I do not know, or out 
of the body I do not know, God knows — such a man was caught up to the third heaven. And I 
know how such a man — whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows 
—  was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to 
speak. On behalf of such a man I will boast; but on my own behalf I will not boast, except in regard 
to my weaknesses. For if I do wish to boast I will not be foolish, for I will be speaking the truth; but 
I refrain from this, so that no one will credit me with more than he sees in me or hears from me. 
Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting 
myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me — to keep 
me from exalting myself! (2 Cor 12:1-7). 

b. It was primarily out of his encounter or possibly multiple encounters like this that formed Paul’s 
message. For example, his revelation about God’s eternal purpose had to have come directly from the 
Lord Himself. Otherwise, how could Paul have gotten it. Paul received this great mystery from the Lord. 
Paul realized that a major aspect of his call was to steward the mysteries God had revealed to him. As 
such, he wrote a lot about the mysteries of God that had been revealed to him. In fact, he mentioned 
the word mystery or mysteries 19 times in his epistles, and related to his call, he wrote, “Let a man 
regard us [Paul and his associates] in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries 
of God” (1 Cor 4:1). 

c. Here is the point. Paul received a major part of his message directly from the Lord as God revealed 
mysteries to him in encounters in which he was caught up to heaven and given his message directly 
from the Lord Himself. Thus, when he says he is called as a master builder, we can rest assured that he 
is building according to divine revelation given to him. 

4.  His writings are essential to understand if we are to be a wise master builder. 

a. Through his ministry, Paul took the church to a level not previously attained. It was not Paul so much 
as Christ working through Paul that accomplished this. Even so, Paul revealed several profound 
mysteries crucial to building God’s eternal purpose church. The divine mysteries revealed to him 
included the mystery of God’s eternal purpose for the ages which was determined before the 
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foundation of the world. He was also given revelation about the bride; about Christ in a people as the 
hope of glory; about the pre-eminence of Christ in whom the fullness of deity dwells in bodily form. He 
was given revelation about need to lay down all in order to pursue the high call of Christ. 

b. Much of the foundation for building an eternal purpose church is revealed in the writings of Paul. Thus, 
when we think of building an eternal purpose church, we must address thoroughly and seriously the 
teachings of Paul. Please note, we are not saying we exclude the messages of other New Testament 
writers; in fact, they added crucial building blocks upon which we add to the foundation that the 
writings of Paul lay. As important as all of the New Testament writers are, Paul’s writings have a 
particular theme important to our call as a wise master builder. 

5. His prison epistles are especially significant to the subject of God’s eternal purpose. 

a. Paul’s prison epistles are crucial to understanding the blueprint for building an eternal purpose church. 
Therefore, we will devote a significant amount of space here to an overview of them. Toward the end 
of his life, Paul wrote three important letters from his time in a Roman prison. First Corinthians, which 
we just discussed, was written on Paul’s third missionary journey somewhere around 52-56 A.D. A few 
years later during Paul’s first Roman imprisonment around 60-62 A.D. Paul wrote what is referred to 
as his prison epistles, specifically the books of Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, and Philemon.2 
Although all of Paul’s writings are helpful, his prison epistles are critically so if we are to understand 
God’s eternal purpose, the opposition that resists the building of an eternal purpose church, and the 
precepts upon which we must build if we are to effectively build an eternal purpose church. Although 
Philemon was written from prison, it does not apply to our theme. So, we will exclude it to focus our 
attention on the other three books. Each of these three books contribute key insights to God’s eternal 
purpose and the call to build a church based on this purpose. It will be wise for you to read through 
these three books several times to familiarize yourself with them. 

b. Let’s start with the book of Ephesians. 

Ephesians 

c. The primary purpose of the book of Ephesians is to describe God’s eternal purpose and the role of the 
church in coming into God’s purpose. Many scholars would say that Ephesians focuses on the church 
and Colossians focuses on Christ as head of the church. For example, F.F. Bruce writes in his 
commentary on Colossians, Philemon, and Ephesians, 

Ephesians provides the logical sequel to Colossians, expounding the cosmic role of the church, the 
body of Christ, as Colossians expounds the cosmic role of Christ, who is head of his body, the 
church, and at the same time “head of every principality and power”.3 

d. In using the word cosmic, the commentator is referring to the spiritual church in its vastness.4 Thus, 
many would say that Ephesians focuses on the spiritual church based on God’s eternal plan and purpose. 
For example, Ephesians mentions the word church nine times in the book (Eph. 1:22; 3:10; 3:21; 5:23; 
5:24; 5:25; 5:27; 5:29; and 5:32). In fact, I would say that the major theme of Ephesians is summarized 
in the following verses,  

…to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. 
(Eph. 3:21). 

…that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing; but that she would be holy and blameless (Eph. 5:27). 
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e. The book of Ephesians also describes more than any other book in the Bible the eternal purpose 
determined by the Godhead before the foundation of the world. Writing about God’s eternal purpose, 
Paul stated “…also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose 
who works all things after the counsel of His will” (Eph. 1:11). Since the next session is totally devoted 
to God’s eternal purpose for His church, we will not devote much space here to the topic other than to 
say that this book is the primary source for revelation on God’s eternal purpose.  

f. The book of Ephesians defines the call of the fivefold ministry as a call to build the church based on 
God’s eternal purpose by filling God’s people with the fullness of Christ. Note these verses, 

…God's household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into 
a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the 
Spirit (Eph. 2:19-22). 

Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with 
which you have been called [the eternal purpose determined by the Godhead before the foundation 
of the earth], with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another 
in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all (Eph. 4:1-6). 

And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as 
pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of 
the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. (Eph. 
4:11-13) 

g. The overarching theme of Ephesians is the call to build a glorious church by filling believers with the 
fullness of Christ based on God’s eternal purpose. 

Colossians 

h. Colossians is the perfect complement to Ephesians. The theme of Colossians is that Christ is pre-
eminent and the only true head of the church. Noting the following verses, we quickly realize that in 
the book the supremacy and pre-eminence of Christ emerges in clarity, 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things were created, 
both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities — all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in 
Him all things hold together. He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. For it was 
the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him (Col 1:15-19). 

For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form (Col. 2:9). 

…there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all (Col. 3:11). 

i. The book of Colossians occupies a very important place in understanding God’s eternal purpose. Like 
we said earlier, the book of Ephesians focuses on God’s eternal purpose emphasizing its impact on the 
church whereas Colossians, also focused on God’s eternal purpose, emphasizes Christ as the head of 
an eternal purpose church. In this context, Colossians calls on believers to come out of lower purposes 
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back to Christ in fullness.  Both books are crucial to our understanding of the eternal purpose of the 
Godhead and how to live in His plan and purpose in fullness. 

j. We get a glimpse of the different purposes of the two books by looking at Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 
and comparing it to the one in Colossians. In Ephesians 1:17-19, Paul exhorts the church to pray for 
wisdom and revelation of the true knowledge of Christ and for believers’ lives to be opened to see 
God’s eternal purpose. This prayer is centered on understanding God’s eternal thought, plan, and 
purpose. Ephesians goes on in the later chapters to emphasize the “how to” of living in God’s eternal 
purpose. 

k. Whereas the prayer in Ephesians focuses on gaining revelation and understanding of eternal purpose 
so as to live in truth, Paul’s prayer in Colossians 1:9-14 and, in fact, the entire book emphasizes coming 
out of error so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord to please Him in every respect, to bear good 
fruit, and to increase in the true knowledge of the Lord. 

l. Let’s put it this way. Ephesians defines God’s eternal purpose and establishes a pattern for the church 
to follow in order to live in the fullness of His purpose and Colossians calls on believers who desire to 
live in God’s purpose to abandon all error and lower purposes so as to pursue Christ as the head of the 
church in order to live in His eternal purpose. 

m. The issues facing the church at Colossae very closely parallel the state of the global church today. The 
church at Colossae was in great error, compromise, and pursuing shadows rather than the real. The 
city of Colossae, located in Asia Minor, was a Roman province during the time of Paul’s writing and was 
populated by Romans, Greek’s, and Jews who had relocated there. Paul wrote to Timothy during the 
same time period that he wrote his letter to the Colossians about the churches in that area, “Guard, 
through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you. You are aware 
of the fact that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes” 
(2 Tim. 1:14-16). The churches in that area had not really turned away from him as much as they had 
turned away from his message which we can summarize as Christ in you, the hope of glory (Col. 1:27). 

n. The church at Colossae was no exception. As you read through commentaries on Colossians, many 
refer to a Colossian heresy. In actuality, there is no conclusive evidence outside the scriptures to explain 
exactly what the heresy was. The general consensus of commentators is that the heresy which was 
seducing the Colossian Christians away from the true gospel of Christ was a form of Judaism which 
incorporated Christ but also included Jewish practices and a form of mysticism that focused on the 
veneration of angels. This belief system was not that unusual as it was common in that day that a form 
of Judaism existed that suggested that to get to God one had to progress through a hierarchy of angels 
requiring the worship of them. 

o. Whatever the heresy, people in the church there had turned away from Paul’s message; as a result, his 
letter to the Colossians was an attempt to turn believers who worshiped there back to Christ as head 
of the church and the true gospel based on God’s eternal purpose as defined in the book of Ephesians. 
Even though the specifics are different, today the vast majority of the church has turned away from 
Christ and Christ in us as the hope of glory. Just like in the days of Paul, the church today is focused on 
shadows rather than the substance which is Christ (Col. 2:17). Thus, the book of Colossians is a critical 
component to understanding how to build an eternal purpose church. 

Philippians 

p. The church at Philippi faced strong opposition to its pursuit of Christ in fullness. Probably the primary 
reason for Paul writing the book was to thank the Philippian church for its love and concern and its 
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loyal financial support. He clearly loved the church at Philippi. In thanking them for their love, he took 
the opportunity to warn them of false teachers and to exhort them in the pursuit of fullness in Christ. 
There was opposition to the pursuit of true faith in Christ facing the Philippian church. In the book, Paul 
writes, 

Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and 
see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 
striving together for the faith of the gospel; in no way alarmed by your opponents — which is a 
sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God (Phil. 1:27-28). 

…so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world 
(Phil. 2:15). 

For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare. For they 
all seek after their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:20-21). 

Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision (Phil. 3:2). 

For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies 
of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in 
their shame, who set their minds on earthly things (Phil. 3:18-19). 

q. The book of Philippians complements Ephesians and Colossians in its exhortation toward the eternal 
purpose of the Lord. Just like Paul’s message to the Colossian church, he urged the Philippians to follow 
Christ in fullness. We see in this book a complement to the books of Ephesians and Colossians in that 
in the face of strong opposition, Paul urges them to build their lives and ministries based on God’s 
eternal purpose by exalting Christ and following Him fully no matter how strong the resistance. 

r. In urging them on, Paul reviews his own life story as a prominent Jewish leader and how he considered 
anything he had in Judaism as rubbish in comparison to knowing Christ. As he makes this comparison, 
he presents several deep theological statements that should greatly impact all of us. He wrote, 

More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may 
gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the 
Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the 
basis of faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the 
dead. Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I 
may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard 
myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:8-14). 

s. Paul makes the goal of the Christian life very clear. It is to leave every lower purpose behind in order 
to radically pursue Christ as the high call of his life. He says in another place in the book that “to live is 
Christ” (Phil. 1:21). 

t. Therefore, the message is much like the message to the Colossian church. Both faced opposition to the 
true pursuit of Christ and God’s eternal purpose. Both were being opposed or seduced away from the 
true faith. Paul’s message to both was to leave these false or lesser things behind and pursue Christ as 
was determined in the eternal council before the foundation of the world. 
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u. If we are to become God’s master builders, we must thoroughly familiarize ourselves with these three 
prison epistles and base our life and ministry accordingly. 

6. The foundation upon which Paul built the eternal purpose church as a wise master 
builder was Christ and Him crucified. 

a. One of Paul’s great revelations—and one that is absolutely essential for us to understand if we are to 
build an eternal purpose church--is that the eternal purpose church must be built on one and only one 
foundation—Christ. Paul made it clear that he laid the proper foundation upon which others could 
build. The foundation Paul laid was Christ as he added, “For no man can lay a foundation other than 
the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). According to Paul’s own words, the foundation 
he laid was “Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). 

b. Therefore, as we think about the foundation for what we are to build, the essential foundation is Christ 
and Him crucified. As Paul taught this message, we observe from his writings to the church at Corinth 
and to other churches also (Phil. 2:20-21) that this message was not received by many. His message 
was an offense or stumbling block to the Jews and to the Greeks it was foolishness. He further noted 
that to those who desired maturity and were on the journey toward maturity in Christ, it was wisdom 
from God. Specifically, he wrote,  

…but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men 
(1 Cor. 1:23-25). 

c. As we look at the context of 1 Corinthians, we note a few things about the culture in the church of that 
day. The church at Corinth was rich in abilities. Leaders there could speak smoothly and powerfully 
with insight and knowledge. They moved in the gifts of the Holy Spirit in great power, and they did not 
lack in any gift (1 Cor. 1:4-9). Even though they were very gifted, there was division in the church. Most 
likely division surfaced on many fronts; however, a major part of their division was related to their 
following of different men of God. Paul wrote that some valued his message whereas others preferred 
the teaching of Apollos (1 Cor. 3:4). He went on to write that the Jews among the Corinthian church 
were seeking signs or attesting miracles to the message spoken whereas the Greeks who gathered 
there desired wisdom (1 Cor. 1:22).  

d. In this setting of differing emphases, he wrote about his ministry. He wrote, “And when I came to you, 
brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of 
God. For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:1-
2). In writing this, he was saying that the message of the cross is more powerful than the message of 
the power of God and wiser than any plan based on the wisdom of man. In saying this, Paul was not 
speaking just of the benefits to believers from Jesus’ death on the cross; moreover, he was speaking of 
the cross life, the inwrought cross. He was speaking of our taking up our cross to follow Him. He was 
speaking of our dying to sin and self so that Christ could come forth in us in fullness. This is Paul’s 
message about Christ and Him crucified. 

7.   Paul built the eternal purpose church on the message of Christ in you as the hope 
of glory. 

a. Paul wrote the following which forms the theme of the book of Colossians and defines the goal for 
believers who desire to walk our God’s call to the eternal purpose church,  
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Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for 
your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the mystery 
which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His 
saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among 
the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory (Col. 1:25-27). 

b. Christ in you in fullness is the goal for the believer in an eternal purpose church. It is the hope of 
becoming the glorious bride. It is the pursuit that every believer should be on if they want to be in full 
cooperation with the Holy Spirit and to grow into the mature son that God so desires.  

c. As Paul also wrote, for Christ to live in us in fullness, we must no longer live so as to allow Christ to 
have full control and reign in our lives. Paul wrote to the Galatians, “I have been crucified with Christ; 
and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me” (Gal. 2:20). As you know much of 
Paul’s letter to the Romans addresses the idea of dying to sin and self so that Christ emerges through 
us in fullness. Ephesians speaks of this as well. In fact, this theme permeates Paul’s writings. 

d. Furthermore, Christ in believers in fullness defines the goal for leaders who want to build an eternal 
purpose church. Christ is the foundation upon which we build, and Christ in believers in fullness is the 
goal toward which we must direct our churches. Note this verse from Ephesians about the purpose of 
the fivefold ministry, “…for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of 
the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:12-
13). 

8. Paul’s pattern of ministry was to confront the old and erroneous and then to 
build with the willing a new thing. 

a. The book of Acts records this about the pattern Paul employed in his ministry, 

Now when they had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where 
there was a synagogue of the Jews. And according to Paul's custom, he went to them, and for three 
Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and giving evidence that the Christ 
had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, "This Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you 
is the Christ." And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with a large 
number of the God-fearing Greeks and a number of the leading women. But the Jews, becoming 
jealous and taking along some wicked men from the market place, formed a mob and set the city 
in an uproar; and attacking the house of Jason, they were seeking to bring them out to the people 
(Acts 17:1-5). 

b. As the passage indicates, Paul’s normal pattern was to confront—sometimes gently in a teaching 
format and sometimes boldly and directly—old wineskins, error, or lower things. Then to those who 
were willing, he would then build with them a new wineskin based on the eternal purpose God has 
for His church. He followed this pattern wherever he ministered as noted in his letter to the Philippian 
church, “…knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel” (Phil. 1:16). 

c. Paul contended for the true gospel, first to those who had never heard the truth and then to churches 
which were being seduced away from the truth of Christ in them as the hope of glory. To those who 
overcame offense or the idea of this message being foolishness, he then built in partnership with them 
an eternal purpose church.  



Session 1: Foundations from the Master Builder 

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org Page 11 

 

 

d. We see this pattern throughout Paul’s ministry, and this is the pattern that we must follow if we too 
are to be messengers who contend for the faith and then as master builders who build an eternal 
purpose church. Notice what Paul wrote to the Philippian church, 

Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you 
have in us. For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are 
enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose 
glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. For our citizenship is in heaven, from 
which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ… (Phil. 3:17-20). 

e. If we are to be a wise master builder, we too must follow the pattern Paul employed. We must follow 
his pattern to spreading the gospel, but even more importantly we must employ the same message he 
taught—Christ in us as the hope of glory. This message has been for the most part lost from the modern 
day church. In our generation, God is raising up messengers and master builders who will like Paul 
contend for the faith and then build a new wineskin based on this foundational truth. We can and must 
add other things to it—precious stones of additional truths. However, Paul’s pattern must become ours. 

9.  The church faces similar issues today as it did in Paul’s day. 

a. King Solomon wrote that “there is nothing new under the sun” (Ecc. 1:9). How true! The church today 
faces the same issues as it did in the days of Paul. We will delve into this topic in detail in Session 3, so 
we will only mention the point here. Paul wrote this to the Colossian church as he confronted the heresy 
that was being promulgated there, 

Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly rooted 
and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and 
overflowing with gratitude. See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty 
deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, 
[and I add shadows rather than the substance which is Christ based on Col. 2:17] rather than 
according to Christ. For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form…” (Col. 2:6-9). 

b. Today, the church is being bombarded with false doctrine and lower pursuits other than Christ in us as 
the hope of glory, and once again God is raising up messengers who will confront the old and the 
erroneous and then build an eternal purpose church with the willing. 

c. The specific circumstances may be different today but the effect is the same. The vast majority of the 
present-day church is pursuing virtually everything but Christ in accordance with God’s eternal purpose. 
Even so, it should be clear to us all that the state of the church globally in our day is far different from 
the lofty goal established by Paul as he built the New Testament church. The vast majority of today’s 
church is focused on man rather than God. It is devoted to meeting man’s needs rather than God’s 
purpose. Leadership is fueled more by selfish ambition and fleshly desires than for building a true house 
in which God can dwell in fullness. 

d. To put it bluntly, the church is in a dismal state. The Lord is calling His church now back to heavenly 
mindsets grounded in the Person of Christ and focused on God’s eternal purpose. In these end times, 
God is once again raising up a people who will contend for the faith and for those who will listen to build 
them into a spiritual house who will pursue God’s eternal purpose with the result being a people filled 
with Christ as His glorious representative. 

e. God is calling “wise master builders” who will build a house in which God can dwell in richness, His 
people grow into maturity so as to reflect the nature of Christ in fullness, His end-time and eternal 
purposes can be fully communicated to His church, and His people can partner with Him in the unique 
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nature of the end times. Those called in this way will build a church which not only reach people for 
Christ and disciple them in the foundations of the gospel but also will focus on producing a people who 
will be made ready for the unique nature of the end-times.  

f. We hope you are as challenged as we are by this call. There is no doubt that the task ahead is a daunting 
one for those who desire to lead or to be a part of the end-time church. The days ahead offer the 
invitation to become the church’s finest hour. But for this to happen, change must come to the church, 
and it must begin now. There is no time to delay. 

g. We live in a day that as 2 Chronicles 16:9 tells us the Lord is searching to and fro to find a people whose 
hearts are completely His and who will build for Him a house in which He can dwell in fullness.  

h. We believe that Restoration Life Church, Lifeschool, and others who might access this material have a 
mandate in our generation to function as wise master builders to carefully build an eternal purpose 
church so that a bride for Jesus can be made ready. This module and others that will accompany it are 
our intent to fulfill this mandate. The invitation is for all. Will you join this growing group?  

i. I have accepted the call. Will you? 
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