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I. The Purpose of the Church Age 

1. What am I to build and why? 

a. In the last session, we spoke of laying down the old in order to build a new wineskin. The last session 
focused upon the need for those who desire to build a church based on God’s eternal purpose to lay 
down their old church wineskin if it is not currently being built upon God’s eternal purpose for this 
age. We stated that we must not attempt to merely put a patch of the new on our current garment; 
instead, we must permit the Holy Spirit to strip us completely of the old so that He can clothe us with 
the new. We examined several mindsets, eschatological views, and other issues that are hindering the 
majority of the global church from entering into God’s eternal thought and plan for the church age. 

b. We saw that the vast majority of the church’s focus is centered on the wisdom of man, traditions, the 
pride of man, the things of God, or shadows and not on the person of Christ. It is focused on meeting 
the needs of man, the comfort of man, or trying to accomplish God’s will without inconveniencing the 
soul of man. We hope you have made the decision to come out of the old in order to build a new 
wineskin in your own life and, if you are leading a church, in the church you lead. 

c. If you have decided to build a church where Christ is the head and the focus is God’s eternal purpose, 
then the question naturally arises of what am I to build and why am I to build it? These are the 
questions we will attempt to answer in this session. Even though we offer a lot of essential detail in 
this session, I want to first answer these questions very succinctly. What we are to build is a people 
who allow the life of Christ to be expressed through them fully so as to represent the eternal Man, 
Christ, in the earth. Why we are to do this is that this is the eternal purpose of the church age. 

d. Let’s set the stage for this session by reviewing a few points from Session 2 on God’s eternal purpose. 

2.   Determined at God’s council before the foundation of the world, God established 
the purpose for this age. 

a. As stated in Session 2, there will be no end to the ages nor to the increase of God’s government 
throughout the ages. In each age, there will progressively be a greater revelation of the depths of 
Christ and an expansion of God’s kingdom, rule, and reign. Both will continue forever without end. 

b. Also, every age has a specific purpose. God is not random or unconcerned about what is accomplished 
in each age. The Holy Spirit is working according to the eternal purpose decreed in God’s eternal 
council before the foundation of the world for that particular age; that is, He is working according to 
the counsel of the will of the Godhead (Eph. 1:11). In the church age in which we live, the Holy Spirit 
is not random leading one church to do one thing and another to do something totally different. Like 
we said in previous sessions, leaders have different gifts and strengths so there will be different 
emphases based on the many varied gifts of leadership in the body. However, whatever the gifts of 
leadership are, one thing is central and that is that the Holy Spirit is working alongside leaders to fulfill 
God’s eternal purpose for this age. Thus, it is critical that we know and then build according to God’s 
purpose for the church age. 
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3.  God’s purpose for the Church age is to prepare the corporate man who will be 
made ready as God’s eternal partner for the eternal ages to come.  

a. The primary purpose of the church age is to prepare a people for the Lord. It is to prepare a people as 
mature sons for the Father and as an equally yoked bride for the Son to live in the temple for the Holy 
Spirit. That is the purpose of this age, not to get rich, or to walk in health, or to have our own kingdom 
ministry. It is not to take dominion over the seven mountains of culture or to restore Jewish practices. 
It is not to get us from one week to another through the counsel and wisdom of man—it is to prepare 
a bride who can live in full union with Christ in passionate love, radical pursuit, full nature and 
character so as to be equally yoked with Christ. That is the primary purpose of this age. 

b. Even though we do not know the timing of the end of the church age, when God accomplishes His 
objective for this age, the age will end. For this age, Christ’s second coming will not be dependent on 
the coming of the antichrist and the darkness that will surround his reign in the earth, it will depend 
upon God fulfilling His objective for the church age. When He has completed His “to do list” for this 
age, the transition will begin into the next age with the casting down of the devil to earth and the 
beginning of the last 3 ½ years of this age.  

c. When Christ has filled the hearts and lives of His bride in full number, His coming will be activated. In 
other words, when God’s remnant has made herself ready as God’s eternal plan so dictated, the 
purpose of this age will have been completed and the transition to the age to come will commence.  
No matter how dark it gets in the earth and no matter how much evil arises, the Lord will not come 
back until the bride has made herself ready—why because there is an eternal plan for this age and it 
must be fulfilled before God moves to the next age—the Millennial reign of Christ in the earth. 

d. We see the fulfillment of God’s eternal objective for the church age recorded in Revelation 12, 

And she [the woman] being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered…And 
she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was 
caught up unto God, and to his throne…And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels 
fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was 
their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called 
the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his 
angels were cast out with him (Rev. 12: 2, 5, 7-9, KJV). 

e. A quote from DeVern Fromke in his book Ultimate Intention, which was shared in Session 2 
summarizes the effect of what is described in the above scripture, 

God is now doing a very special thing in those of His people who are pressing on with Him with 
marked purposefulness. There is a sweeping and terrible battle raging for the throne of this 
world…God’s sons are being prepared and called to take the kingdom now, in a spiritual way, in 
order that they may share the throne in the age to come…Satan understands that he will be 
immediately deposed when the corporate Sonship comes into full manifestation, for then he will 
lose his position and hold. The issue which was settled at Calvary will be finally and forever 
enforced…As soon as the corporate Sonship is manifested in glory—as soon as he collectively 
stands on his feet and is united in every respect with the Head—the enemy will be cast down from 
the heavenlies and will wage war in awful fury in the earth.1  

f. Thus, we see that God’s eternal purpose for this age is to prepare a corporate man who will function 
eternally as Christ’s bride/body—that is as His representative throughout the ages in the vastness of 
God’s creation. The Holy Spirit is on a journey now to prepare an equally yoked bride for the Son and 
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a family of mature sons for the Father to dwell eternally in a temple for the Holy Spirit. This remnant 
we are calling in this session “the corporate man” will dwell in great intimacy with the Godhead sitting 
with Him on His throne and partner with God forever in the expansion of His never-ending kingdom.2 

4.  The corporate man will be a representation in fullness of the image of the eternal 
Son.  

a. To gain a better understanding of God’s purpose for this age—and the eternal purpose to which we 
must devote our lives and ministries—let’s look at the idea of “fullness” as described in Paul’s prison 
epistles, beginning with fullness as it relates to Christ. Remember we have noted that Paul’s prison 
epistles are focused on God’s eternal purpose. 

b. The book of Colossians of which the theme is the supremacy and pre-eminence of Christ as the head 
of the church records these verses about fullness, “For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the 
fullness to dwell in Him [Christ]” (Col 1:19) and “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily 
form” (Col 2:9). In God’s eternal thought it was determined that the fullness of Deity would dwell in 
Christ; that is, that the full nature of the Godhead would dwell in Christ.  

c. Next, let’s move to the Book of Ephesians. Speaking about God’s eternal plan for His people, Paul 
wrote, “And He [the Father in His eternal plan and thought] put all things in subjection under His 
[Christ’s] feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of 
Him [Christ] who fills all in all” (Eph. 1:22-23). 

d. We also observe in Paul’s apostolic prayer recorded in Ephesians 3:19 the goal the Father has for His 
church when Paul wrote these words, “…that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.” We also 
note in Paul’s challenge to the fivefold ministry also recorded in Ephesians these words, “And He gave 
some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 
for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until 
we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to 
the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:11-13). 

e. As we put all of these scriptures together, we easily see that God’s eternal purpose for the church and 
the church age is for God’s people to be filled up unto the fullness of Christ. This is God’s goal for each 
of us in this age. This is the agenda of the Godhead in the church age and the task that the Holy Spirit 
is working on—filling all of us with Christ until we attain the fullness of Christ. And this is the task that 
God desires for His fivefold leaders to be working on—filling up God’s people to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ. 

5.  The fullness of Christ in His people is the totality of Christ’s life deposited in His 
church in completeness. 

a. In Colossians, Paul wrote about Christ as our life becoming the pathway to glory (Col. 3:4). Then in the 
verses following, Paul calls the church to actualize the goal of Christ as life through reckoning ourselves 
dead to the old man and in its place putting on Christ. He concludes this passage with Christ who is all 
in all (Col. 3:5-11). In other words, when Christ becomes our life in fullness so that He is all in all or 
stated another way when He fills all of our being with all of His nature and life and we fully function 
as His body, we will be deemed to be holy and blameless before Him and become that mature son for 
which He predestined us to become before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:3-4).  
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b. When the full number of God’s people radically pursue Christ as life in the manner just mentioned 
and give full permission to the Holy Spirit to produce the life of Christ in them and the body of Christ 
reflects the Head in fullness, then the end of the age will come and the transition to the next age will 
begin with the casting down of the dragon to earth and the beginning of the great tribulation. Because 
of the fall, this process and intended result will only occur in a remnant; however, when this corporate 
man, called the man-child emerges in fullness, then the end of the age will come. Let’s make no 
mistake about it; this work of bringing the life of Christ into a people is a corporate work which will 
produce a corporate man who reflects the eternal Man Christ and is prepared to be His eternal 
representative to the creation. 

c. Thus, this is God’s eternal purpose for the church age. With that as our goal, let’s examine the fullness 
of the eternal, heavenly Man, Christ, on the throne as He exists eternally and as He existed before the 
fall. Our reason for doing so is that the heavenly Man, the eternal Son on the throne, before Christ 
walked the earth is the full representation of the Godhead in God’s eternal thought and He in His 
eternal nature is the model of what we must become if He is to fill us in fullness. 

II. The Eternal Christ in Fullness  

1. The eternal Son was chosen in the eternal council of the Godhead to represent 
God in fullness to His creation. 

a. In eternity past, the Godhead dwelled together in unity, great intimacy, and extravagant love (Jn. 
17:23-24). In eternity past, nothing had yet been created and, accordingly, there was no man, no 
throne, and no angelic order. In eternity past, the eternal Son “was with the Father” and “was from 
the beginning” (1 John 1:1-2) The Son was hidden in the Father’s heart as John wrote, “No one has 
seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained 
Him” (John 1:18). The eternal Son was hidden “in the bosom”—or the heart—of the Father. 

b. In this deep dimension of intimacy, the triune God dwelled in their eternal state enveloped in 
unapproachable light (1 Tim. 6:16). If we were somehow able to go back in time before creation, when 
it was only God dwelling in unapproachable light, we would not have been able to see the Son or 
approach Him. We would not have been able to draw near to Him for He was hidden inside of the 
Father’s heart within the glory of the unapproachable light which enveloped the triune Godhead.  

c. The Son was the object of the Father’s affection as Jesus said, “You loved Me before the foundation 
of the world” (John 17:24). In eternity past, the Godhead experienced great love and intimacy among 
the three Persons of the trinity.  In eternity past, the Father delighted deeply in the Son and they were 
one with the other as Jesus said, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). Even though God was 
eternally filled with the love and intimacy provided by the triune Godhead, for their good pleasure 
(Eph. 1:5) it was decreed that man would be created and invited into this eternal love relationship. 
Please don’t miss this important point. Man was created for the pleasure of the Godhead. Creation 
was centered in God’s desire not man’s need. Therefore, in the eternal council of the Godhead, it was 
determined that God would have a family of sons for the Father and a wife for the Son to live in an 
eternal temple for the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:4-5).  
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d. However, for this to happen, God had to take the form of a man. Because before creation God dwelled 
only in unapproachable light, had God not taken the form of a man, man would not have been able 
to come into the intimate relationship that God so desired. Therefore, it was determined that the Son 
would take the form of the eternal or heavenly Man. To be clear, we are not speaking at this point of 
the incarnation or, in other words, the man who was born of Mary. Rather we are speaking of the 
eternal, heavenly man Christ, the eternal Son. We see this concept in the scriptures as recorded by 
Ezekiel when he wrote, “Now above the expanse that was over their heads there was something 
resembling a throne, like lapis lazuli in appearance; and on that which resembled a throne, high up, 
was a figure with the appearance of a man” (Ezek. 1:26). 

e. Thus, the eternal Son became the eternal Man, the eternal Christ, on the throne of heaven so that for 
the Father’s good pleasure, the Godhead could have intimate fellowship with their creation. 

2. The totality of the heavenly throne speaks of the eternal Man Christ. 

a. What is the nature of this eternal Man, Christ? This is the question we want to answer next. To 
discover this, we will examine the heavenly Man on the heavenly throne before the creation of man 
and before He came to earth as the babe in a manger. Before Adam, Christ existed as the Man on the 
throne, and, as such, He represents to us the fullness of deity in bodily form and the model for which 
we can come into fullness (Col. 2:9-10). 

b. To explore the nature of the eternal Man, we will examine the Man on the throne and the various 
entities that surround the throne since all speak of the eternal man Christ and the eternal purpose 
that flows from Him in His position on the heavenly throne. The dictionary defines throne as a 
ceremonial chair for a sovereign, bishop, or similar figure.3 What we are speaking of here is much 
more than the heavenly seat upon which the eternal Christ was positioned. Moreover, we are 
speaking of all that exists on and around the throne, or, as Terry Bennett refers to it, as everything 
within the circle of the throne. Before delving into the various entities around the circle of the throne, 
I want to give credit to the teaching of Terry Bennett. His twelve-part teaching series, Within the Circle 
of the Throne, has helped immensely with what follows and this teaching would not have been 
possible without it.4  

c. Let’s start with a glimpse of the heavenly Man and the things surrounding the throne.  

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands; and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe 
reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash (Rev. 1:12-13). 

d. And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if 
slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the 
earth.  And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. When He 
had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, 
each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints (Rev. 
5:6-8). 

e. A throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne… Around the throne were twenty-
four thrones; and upon the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white garments, and 
golden crowns on their heads… And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which 
are the seven Spirits of God…and in the center and around the throne, four living creatures full of eyes 
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in front and behind. The first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, and the third 
creature had a face like that of a man, and the fourth creature was like a flying eagle (Rev. 4:2-7). 

f. Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to 
him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the 
throne. And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the 
angel's hand (Rev 8:3-4). 

g. In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train 
of His robe filling the temple. Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered 
his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew (Isa 6:1-2). 

h. Within it there were figures resembling four living beings. And this was their appearance: they had 
human form. Each of them had four faces and four wings. Their legs were straight and their feet were 
like a calf's hoof, and they gleamed like burnished bronze. Under their wings on their four sides were 
human hands. As for the faces and wings of the four of them, their wings touched one another; their 
faces did not turn when they moved, each went straight forward. As for the form of their faces, each 
had the face of a man; all four had the face of a lion on the right and the face of a bull on the left, and 
all four had the face of an eagle. Such were their faces… Now above the expanse that was over their 
heads there was something resembling a throne, like lapis lazuli in appearance; and on that which 
resembled a throne, high up, was a figure with the appearance of a man. (Ezek. 1:5-11, 26). 

i. In the above verses, we quickly note the Man on the throne, the reference to the Man as the Lamb of 
God, several entities and pieces of furniture, all of which speak of the Man on the throne, His nature, 
and function in fullness. We see the four living beings, the twenty-four elders, the lampstand, the 
golden altar, and the seraphim. Each of these offer insights into the nature, character, and ministry of 
the Man in fullness as they provide detail of different aspects of the Man on the throne. Let’s look at 
each, beginning with the Man as the Lamb of God. 

3.  The eternal Man on the throne will eternally be the Lamb of God and speaks of 
the sacrificial nature of the Man, Christ. 

a. Like we stated in Session 2, the Lamb nature of Christ is an eternal principle. First Peter 1:19-20 reads, 
“…but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. For He was 
foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of 
you” (1 Peter 1:19-21). Christ has forever been and will forever be the Lamb which signifies surrender, 
sacrifice, and death to self, etc. 

b. We see the heavenly Man Christ in His Lamb nature in the classic passage from the book of Philippians. 
It reads,  

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking 
the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as 
a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross 
(Phil. 2:5-8). 

c. The eternal Man Christ out of love for mankind willingly left the glory of heaven to become the Lamb 
who was slain so that as the book of Revelation states “for You were slain and purchased for God with 
Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation” (Rev 5:9). 
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d. Christ will forever be the Lamb of God. In this capacity, He will forever be the shepherd of God’s people 
(Rev. 7:17); His Lamb nature empowers Him to victoriously battle the antichrist and his kingdom (Rev. 
17:14); the eternal bride of Christ will forever be married to the Lamb (Rev. 19:7); the marriage supper 
will be the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:9) and the Lamb will be at the center of the new 
Jerusalem. 

e. The Lamb nature of the eternal Man Christ speaks of His sacrificial nature in which He sacrificed all to 
fulfill the eternal plan and purpose of the Godhead. Because He did so, He has been rewarded with 
the name above every name. 

4. The four living beings are cherubim who speak of the Man, Christ, in fullness. 

a. The four living beings are four cherubim stationed at the center of the throne (Rev. 4:6). We know 
that they are cherubim because of Ezekiel’s designation of them as such (Ezek. 10:20). In John’s 
revelation, we observe that these beings are full of eyes with which they continually behold the Man 
on the throne and say without ceasing, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and 
who is and who is to come” (Rev. 4:8). Unger’s Bible Dictionary notes this about the holiness of God, 
“all moral law and perfection have their eternal and unchangeable basis in His own nature”.5 These 
beings speak of the holiness, or stated another way, the full nature of the Man on the throne in 
perfection because holiness is a word used to describe His nature in fullness.  

b. These four beings depict the face of a man, a lion, an eagle, and a bull (calf or ox), and each has human 
form with human hands. The four faces represent different attributes of the Man on the throne and 
depict attributes that the corporate man must have as the Man Christ fills all in all.   

c. Let’s look at the four faces to discover the fullness of the Man on the throne, beginning with the face 
of the Man. 

The human form of the Man represents the nature of the Eternal Son on the throne as an exact 
representation of the Godhead. 

d. We observe in Ezekiel’s vision that all of the creatures exhibited human form. All four had the face of 
a man, and all four had human hands. Thus, the form of the man woven into the four living beings 
reveal the nature of the Godhead in fullness through the eternal Man.  

e. The book of Hebrews tells us the Son is the radiance of the Father’s glory and the exact representation 
of the Father’s nature (Heb. 1:3). The word translated nature is the Greek word charakter. As you can 
imagine, we get our English word character from this Greek word. The word does not express merely 
a similarity to someone but an exact image of the one to which he is compared.6 The form of the Man 
suggests that the eternal Man Christ is the express image of the Father in full nature and character. A 
few verses below the one we just quoted in Hebrews reveals more about the Man Christ, “But of the 
Son He says, "YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE 
SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM. YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED LAWLESSNESS; 
THEREFORE GOD, YOUR GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE YOUR 
COMPANIONS." (Heb. 1:8-9). The scepter He holds from His place on the throne is one of 
righteousness—why, because He loved and lived in righteousness. In other words, He was and is the 
righteousness of the Godhead. Unger’s Bible Dictionary states this about righteousness. 
Righteousness is purity of heart and rectitude [morally correct behavior or thinking] of life; being and 
doing right.7  
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f. Summarizing, the man speaks of the absolute righteous character and nature of the Man on the 
throne as being a full representation of the Godhead perfect in behavior and thinking, pure in heart, 
and perfect in holiness. 

The Lion represents the governmental authority of Christ as King 

g. The face of the lion symbolizes Christ as King. The scriptures refer to Christ as the lion of the tribe of 
Judah (Rev. 5:5). In God’s eternal plan, it was decided for Christ to be the firstborn of creation (Col. 
1:15). Speaking of Christ as God’s firstborn, Paul was not referring to birth order; rather, he was 
speaking of Christ as having the eternal position of the firstborn son of all creation. Paul’s reference 
is similar to what is described about the Messiah in Psalm 89:27, “I also shall make him My firstborn, 
the highest of the kings of the earth”. (Ps. 89:27). The Book of Hebrews affirms this idea, “His Son, the 
heir of all things” (Heb. 1:2). Paul wrote that it was determined in God’s eternal thought that Christ 
would have first place in everything with all things on earth and heaven created by Him, through Him, 
and He holding all things together (Col. 1:15-18). 

h. Isaiah also wrote of the governmental authority of Christ as King, “For a child will be born to us, a son 
will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders…There will be no end to the increase 
of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 
uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and forevermore” (Isa. 9:6-7). 

i. Matthew wrote of Christ’s authority, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth” 
(Matt. 28:18). Daniel also records a similar statement of Christ’s eternal authority writing,  

I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man 
was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. And to Him 
was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language 
might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His 
kingdom is one which will not be destroyed (Dan. 7:13-14). 

j. As the face of the lion so indicates the eternal Man on the throne is God’s governmental authority 
figure now and forever and the One who will administer the government of the Godhead eternally 
throughout every age. 

The Ox represents Christ as High Priest 

k. The ox indicates another aspect of the eternal nature of Christ. The ox was the animal most closely 
associated with the Old Testament animal sacrifice offered at the brazen altar and, thus, represents 
Christ as high priest. As eternal high priest, Christ is not of the Levitical priesthood which is an earthly 
order. Rather, He is the high priest of a new, heavenly order according to the order of Melchizedek. 
We get our first glimpse of Melchizedek when Melchizedek came out to meet Abram and received an 
offering from him (Gen. 14:18). Of course, Abram was before Moses and, therefore, before the 
Levitical priesthood had ever been initiated. Even though the Levitical priesthood was a temporary 
measure needed to administer the law, it was never God’s ultimate plan. We know this as years later 
King David prophesied about the coming Messiah being a high priest according to a new order, the 
order of Melchizedek (Ps. 110:4). The book of Hebrews expands greatly on David’s prophecy speaking 
extensively about Christ as the high priest of this new order of priests. As Hebrews indicates, the 
Melchizedek priesthood has no beginning or end and is an order of kings and priests of which Christ 
is the eternal high priest.  
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l. Thus, we see the eternal Man, Christ, on the throne of heaven leading an eternal order of 
priests/kings. As such, Christ will govern from the heavenly throne/tabernacle all of His creation 
forever in an ever-expanding way, and He will minister to His creation as the high priest of this priestly 
order. He will forever lead a priesthood who will be His representatives before and to His creation. 

The eagle represents the eternal voice from the throne of the Man Christ 

m. Since the eagle is the bird which soars the highest of all the birds and has the sharpest of vision, the 
eagle represents the prophetic voice from the throne. In the book, Heaven Awaits the Bride, Anna 
Roundtree writes about the living creature depicted as the eagle, 

The “flying eagle” symbolizes His [God’s] prophetic ministry from heaven, one of the four living 
creatures who surround the throne of God (Rev. 4:6-8). Flying eagles are equipped to see objects 
on earth from a great height—their “eyes see it from afar” (Job 39:29). The Lord Jesus as the 
Prophet discerns clearly from God’s perspective what the Father is speaking to those on earth.8   

n. Eagles fly high and get a panoramic view of earth as they soar. They have vision far superior to man. 
The following quote summarizes their magnificent ability to see with great clarity, 

If you swapped your eyes for an eagle's, you could see an ant crawling on the ground from the roof 
of a 10-story building. You could make out the expressions on basketball players' faces from the 
worst seats in the arena. Objects directly in your line of sight would appear magnified, and 
everything would be brilliantly colored, rendered in an inconceivable array of shades.9 

o. The eternal Man on the throne as symbolized by the eagle is the eternal voice from the throne who 
accurately reveals times, seasons, situations, and issues. The eagle represents the prophetic ministry 
of the Man. In speaking of the prophetic ministry, we are not talking here of prophetic gifting. We are 
not talking of the ability to look into someone’s heart and encourage, exhort, or console them 
prophetically. In terms of God’s eternal purpose, we are speaking of God’s prophetic purposes 
revealed and declared for every time and season. The eternal Man is the voice from the throne from 
which He governs His creation now and eternally.  

p. Now that we have examined the four creatures, let’s explain the symbolism of the elders around the 
throne. 

5.  The elders speak of the absolute Lordship of Christ and His governing role that 
comes from Him as Lord. 

a. John records this about the twenty-four elders, “Around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and 
upon the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on 
their heads” (Rev. 4:4). There has been a lot of discussion about the twenty-four elders as to whether 
they are men who have gone on before John or are they created beings. We will not attempt to answer 
that question here; regardless, they represent Christ on His throne. 

b. If you do a quick concordance check of the elders in the Book of Revelation, you readily see that 
although they have a position of authority sitting on thrones themselves, more than anything they 
give great honor to Christ as Lord. They repeatedly fall down before the Man on the throne in worship 
(Rev. 4:10, 5:8, 5:14, 7:11, 11:16, and 19:4) and they also repeatedly utter words of worship (Rev. 
4:11, 5:5, 5:6, 5:9, 5:12, 7:12, 11;17, and 19:4). 
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c. The twenty-four elders encircle the throne with absolute loyalty to the Man as they are submitted to 
Him in every way. The concept of an elder speaks of government as the elders in the New Testament 
were those who led in governing the church. The fact that they sit on thrones speaks of governmental 
authority and because of these traits, they speak of the governing authority that comes from the Man 
on the throne. Their function is to guard the throne from anyone or anything who would attempt to 
come against the governing authority or Lordship of the Man on the throne. They guard against any 
form of rebellion or insubordination and as such speak of governing as it relates to submission to the 
Man. As such, they guard the eternal purpose of the Godhead. Their role is to honor the Man on the 
throne as He governs in accordance with the eternal purpose of the Godhead now and in every age. 
They symbolize the need for absolute and total submission to the Man on the throne.  

6.  The lampstand speaks of the fullness of the spirit of the Godhead that rests upon 
the Man on the throne. 

a. Also, on the throne is a lampstand with seven lamps of fire coming from it, “Out from the throne come 
flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder. And there were seven lamps of fire burning 
before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God” (Rev. 4:5). The seven lamps coming from the 
throne speak of the spirit of the Man in fullness, as it reminds us of Isaiah’s prophecy about the coming 
Messiah. Isaiah wrote, “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 
will bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord” (Isa. 11:1-2). 

b. Speaking of this passage, J. Alec Motyer in his acclaimed commentary on Isaiah notes this about the 
attributes of the Messiah. He writes that the reference to the spirit of the Lord suggests the fullness 
of the fruit of His character. He notes that the spirit of wisdom and knowledge are judicial and 
governmental attributes, that counsel and power are abilities that empower Him to devise a right 
course of action coupled with the personal prowess to see it through and he explains that knowledge 
and fear of the Lord are attributes that emanate true knowledge showing itself in a life of reverence.10 

c. Thus, the lampstand speaks of the spirit of the Man with full knowledge, wisdom, power, and the 
ability to place reverence in the hearts and lives of His creation. It speaks of the fruit of His character 
and nature in fullness and His ability to govern, judge, lead, and correct His people so to lead them 
unto full stature. 

7. The golden altar speaks of the eternal intercessory role of the Man on the throne. 

a. John also saw on the throne a golden altar, “Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a 
golden censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the 
saints on the golden altar which was before the throne” (Rev. 8:3). 

b. The heavenly golden altar symbolizes the eternal Man on the throne as intercessor who forever makes 
intercession for the eternal purposes of the Godhead. In Moses tabernacle, the golden altar, not to 
be confused with the brazen altar on which animal sacrifices were made, stood in the Holy Place and 
was the place where incense was offered by the priesthood every morning and evening. The incense 
so offered was to burn continuously arising to the Lord as a sweet aroma. The incense was not 
formulated haphazardly but was made according to a very precise formula. The incense was referred 
to as being holy to the Lord and was not to be used for the people’s personal use (Ex. 30:34-38). 
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c. The incense offered on the golden altar in Moses’ tabernacle was a symbol of the prayers and 
intercession of the priesthood going up to God as a sweet fragrance. The picture of prayers rising to 
heaven like incense is captured in David’s psalm, “May my prayer be counted as incense before You; 
the lifting up of my hands as the evening offering” (Psalm 141:2). 

d. It is also worthy of note that whereas in Moses’ tabernacle the golden altar was in the Holy Place into 
which the priesthood entered daily, in the book of Hebrews the golden altar is described to be in the 
Holy of Holies (Heb. 9:3-4) into which only the high priest could enter and then only once a year. The 
heavenly golden altar as a part of the throne symbolizes Christ’s role as intercessor before the Father. 
Hebrews records,  

Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; 
but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save 
completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for 
them…For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but the oath, which came after the 
law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever. The point of what we are saying is 
this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty 
in heaven, and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man 
(Heb. 7:23-8:2, NIV). 

e. The eternal Man on the throne intercedes before the Father, but not in a random manner. Just like 
the incense of the tabernacle was comprised of a very precise formula that was holy to the Lord, He 
intercedes according to a very precise plan—God’s eternal purpose, plan, and thought. The Man on 
the throne ever lives to make intercession for us, “yes”, but not in a random way to meet our every 
whim or self-centered desire. He intercedes according to the will of the Father and the eternal 
purposes established before the foundation of the world (Rom. 8:27-28). 

8. The seraphim speak of the proclamation of truth spoken from the throne. 

a. Also within the perimeter of the throne stood the Seraphim. Different from the Cherubim, Isaiah 
describes the only reference to this angelic order in the scriptures. He wrote,  

In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the 
train of His robe filling the temple. Seraphim stood above Him…Then one of the seraphim flew to 
me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the [golden] altar with tongs. He 
touched my mouth with it and said, "Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken 
away and your sin is forgiven." Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!" He said, "Go, and tell this people…Until 
cities are devastated and without inhabitant, houses are without people and the land is utterly 
desolate, the Lord has removed men far away, and the forsaken places are many in the midst of 
the land (Isa 6:1-12). 

b. If you notice, the seraphim flew from the golden altar with a burning coal and touched Isaiah’s mouth. 
The coal from the throne purified him from sin; however, it did much more. It also changed his 
message. The seraphim changed Isaiah’s message so that it came into agreement with the message 
coming forth from the heavenly golden altar. Thus, it becomes another aspect of the voice from the 
throne. It symbolizes the message from the throne which must be proclaimed by God’s people. 

c. Whereas the face of the eagle on the cherubim represents the voice from the throne that is to be 
received by God’s corporate man, the coal from the golden altar delivered by the seraphim represents 
the message to be proclaimed which must be in agreement and alignment with the voice coming from 
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the throne. In other words, the seraphim represent the voice of the Man Christ coming from the 
throne spoken or proclaimed by a corporate man who act as Christ’s body in the earth. Isaiah was told 
to speak this message until “the cities are devastated and without inhabitant, houses are without 
people and the land is utterly desolate”. He was told also to do this whether people listened or 
responded or not. 

d. Now that we have described the eternal Man, Christ, in His eternal state upon the heavenly throne, 
let’s now focus on His body, the corporate man, as the earthly representative of the Man on the 
throne. 

III. The Corporate Man as Representative 

1.  The purpose of the church age is to prepare a corporate people who will represent 
in fullness the eternal Son on the throne in this age and throughout eternity. 

a. As we stated earlier in this session, the purpose of this age is to prepare a corporate man made ready 
to be God’s eternal partner throughout every age for all of eternity. The corporate man made ready 
must in the church age become a representation in fullness of the eternal Son on the throne. If we 
were to state the objective of the church age, this would be the primary goal. This will be 
accomplished by the life of Christ deposited in a people so that they become an earthly representation 
of the Godhead. Said another way, the eternal Son must be allowed to represent the Godhead through 
His body, the church. Peter wrote about this in the following way,  

And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious 
in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For this is 
contained in Scripture: "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND 
HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED." This precious value, then, is for you who 
believe; but for those who disbelieve, THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME 
THE VERY CORNER stone" (1 Peter 2:4-7). 

b. In New Testament times in which many buildings were made of stone, the cornerstone was the most 
important stone placed in the foundation of the building at the corner. The cornerstone secured the 
foundation of the building.  The phrase came to be used to denote any principal person. It is applied 
to Christ in several places in scripture (Isa. 28:16; Matt 21:42; 1 Peter 2:6,7).  

c. Peter’s reference to Christ as the choice, precious cornerstone declaring that anything built must be 
built upon Christ as the foundation. Peter makes it clear that Christ must be the one and only 
foundation upon which we build the corporate man. Using Peter’s analogy, every individual believer 
is called to become a living stone who is filled to fullness with the life, nature, character, and ministry 
of the eternal Man on the throne so as to become a representative of Him in the earth. As each living 
stone matures into this expression of Christ and comes into unity with others seeking the same things, 
the corporate man will express Christ to His creation as a spiritual house comprised of a large group 
of living stones. As this transpires, the eternal Man on the throne will emerge through a corporate 
people—Christ’s body--who have become a vessel for His life to be expressed to His creation. 

d. Each living stone and thereby the entire spiritual house must take on the nature of the eternal Man 
on the throne in order to allow Christ to express Himself through them and, thereby, becoming a 
representative of Him to the creation. In other words, we must allow all of the attributes of the Man 
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symbolized within the circle of the throne to transform our lives. With Christ as Head of the body, all 
things are through and for Him (Col. 1:16-18). Therefore, the body must become a vessel through 
which Christ expresses Himself to the creation. The body must come into agreement with the Head in 
all things and represent Him in all things so that all is for Him. Therefore, the body must be in 
connection with the Head and in unity with the other living stones so as to become a corporate 
expression of the eternal Man ion the throne –that is, a vessel for His life, in agreement with His heart 
and will and a representative of the Man to the creation. As we do so, the Man as Head in heaven and 
the corporate man as His body in the earth in absolute union will represent the Godhead in fullness 
to the creation. 

e. With that overview, let’s apply the description of the eternal Man on the throne that we discussed 
previously to the believer who is to take on the nature of the Man in fullness.  

2.  Because the Man on the throne is the eternal Lamb, God’s intent for man is for 
Him to take on the nature of the Lamb. 

a. As we stated previously, the Lamb nature of the eternal Christ signifies His sacrificial life and nature. 
From eternity past, Christ lived a life of sacrifice and surrender. He gave the ultimate sacrifice of His 
life taking on the sin of the world at the cross. His life as much as any other character trait was the 
sacrificial nature of the Lamb. As Paul also wrote in Philippians speaking of Christ’s sacrifice on the 
cross, “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). 

b. In the verses immediately preceding this statement, Paul exhorted the church at Philippi, “…[be] of 
the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. Do nothing from 
selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than 
yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of 
others” (Phil. 2:2-4). In another passage, those who will be among the first fruits harvest of souls 
“follow the Lamb wherever He goes” (Rev. 14:4). 

c. The corporate man is to take on a lamb nature living a life of sacrifice in order to partner with the 
Lamb to see His eternal purpose fulfilled. As such, the corporate man will lay down his or her personal 
interests denying self in order to live for God. He will live a life of sacrifice to see the Lord exalted in 
and through everything he does. 

3.  Because the cherubim depict the nature of Christ in fullness, they also depict 
God’s intent for man as He takes on the nature of Christ in fullness. 

a. The four living beings not only symbolize the eternal nature of Christ, they also represent God’s 
intended eternal character, lifestyle, and ministry for man. They represent the nature of man in the 
fullness of God’s intent for him.  

b. These four creatures symbolize the character and ministry of Christ and for believers who are to camp 
out around the Lord in an intimate relationship, they symbolize from an eternal perspective the 
character, lifestyle, and ministry intended for God’s people. 

 

The “man” declares that men and women are to become fully like Christ. 
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c. “And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 
which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all (Eph. 1:22-23). This verse tells us that Christ is 
head over His Body and as head His ultimate intent and the intent for His fivefold leaders is to fill all 
of Him into all of us. The Man dictates that every individual is to be conformed into the image of the 
Man on the throne. We are to take on His character, nature, and humility so that just as He was an 
exact representation of the Father to his creation, we will be that as well. 

d. Therefore, we can define one of the eternal purposes God has for man is to live like the Man Christ 
Jesus. We are to live an overcoming lifestyle so as to take on the nature of Christ in fullness. 

The “ox” declares that God’s eternal purpose includes men and women serving the Lord as priests. 

e. As we pointed out, the ox represents the ministry of the Melchizedek priesthood. The corporate man 
is to be a group of individual priests who minister individually and collectively unto and on behalf of 
the Lord. Priests serve two basic functions. First, they minister to God on behalf of the people and, 
second, they minister to the people on behalf of God. God’s call is for believers to take up this same 
lifestyle to live as a royal priesthood. A significant part of the corporate man’s eternal purpose is to 
go regularly into the presence of the Lord into the secret place so as to minister to Christ through 
worship, study of the word, and fellowship with Him and then to abide with Him continuously. As we 
do this, we receive His thought, purpose, plans, burden, and direction. We are then to come out of 
that position of intimacy to minister to others proclaiming his voice from the throne through the 
ministry of the word, intercession, the ministry of the Holy Spirit, and Spirit led evangelism. 

The “eagle” represents our call as a prophetic people who are able to view life from God’s perspective and 
act accordingly. 

f. As we said earlier, the eagle represents the true voice from the throne. The eagle symbolizes the 
ability to have true spiritual perception so as to accurately judge times, seasons, situations, and issues 
so as to completely and accurately follow the Lord. As such, it represents the need for the corporate 
man to be able to hear and receive God’s prophetic voice. As we said earlier, here we are speaking of 
the prophetic ministry in which believers are to function. We are not talking here of prophetic gifting. 
We are not talking here of the ability to look into someone’s heart and encourage, exhort, or console 
them prophetically. Instead, we are speaking of the ability to understand God’s prophetic purposes 
so as to know how to follow God fully in every time and season and as leaders to lead the people 
entrusted to us according to God’s purposes. 

The “lion” represents God’s desire for men and women to function in great authority under the authority of 
the Man as God’s eternal partner. 

g. As we indicated, the Man on the throne has all governmental authority. The corporate man is to be a 
people through whom Christ exercises His governmental authority. We are intended to function much 
like Esther did in the uprising led by Haman. We are to function like the two witnesses who will 
minister in Jerusalem in the last three and a half years of the church age. We are to partner with God 
to bring restoration to the church and to minister in prayer and spiritual warfare in great 
governmental authority in partnership with the Head—Christ. 

h. God desires us to become a mighty army of warriors—priestly warriors who can go before the throne 
of God in worship ministering to the Lord receiving direction and then emerge from that place of 
intimacy to exercise the authority of heaven through our heavenly ground intercession in partnership 
with heaven’s plans and purposes. 
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4.  The elders speak of the absolute Lordship of Christ over the corporate man and 
the role of the corporate man to partner in guarding His Lordship.  

a. Like we stated earlier, the elders give great honor to Christ as Lord. They repeatedly fall down before 
the Man on the throne and repeatedly express their worship. The twenty-four elders encircle the 
throne with absolute loyalty to the Man as they are submitted to Him in every way.  

b. As it relates to the corporate man being Christ’s representative, it speaks of two major characteristics. 
First, it suggests that we must surrender to the eternal Christ as Lord and absolute authority over our 
life. The call to a surrendered lifestyle is a call to lay down our life of sin and self and to take up our 
cross; that is, it is a call to be conformed to Christ’s death so that He totally possesses us, becomes 
our life, and lives His life through us. We are no longer our own person. We have been bought with a 
price and we no longer live but Christ is now to live in us and through us. Therefore, one of the traits 
exhibited by the elders is to totally and completely lay down our self or soul life, to buffet our body 
so as to make it our slave, and to take up Christ’s life so as to live totally under His authority and 
direction in every area of our life. 

c. The function of the elders also is to guard the throne from anyone or anything who would attempt to 
come against the governing authority of the Man on the throne. The elders guard against any form of 
rebellion or insubordination and as such speak of guarding as it relates to the submission to the Man. 
As such, they guard the eternal purpose of the Godhead. Their role is to honor the Man on the throne 
as He governs in accordance with the eternal purpose of the Godhead now and in every age. 

d. As the corporate man submits to the Lordship of the Man on the throne, he too will exercise a role in 
guarding the vision and purposes of Christ. Through the proclamation of the true word of the Lord, 
golden altar intercession and strategic spiritual warfare, the creation is to be brought into submission 
to God’s eternal purposes for this age and throughout eternity. 

e. Summarizing, the corporate man must come under the government of God completely and as this 
transpires will be a representative to enforce God’s government forever.  

5.  The lampstand speaks of the fullness of the Holy Spirit that is to fill, empower, and 
lead the corporate man. 

a. The seven lamps coming from the throne speak of the Spirit of the Man in fullness. Thus, the 
lampstand speaks of the Man with full knowledge, wisdom, power, and the ability to place fear and 
reverence in the hearts and lives of His creation. It speaks of His character and nature in fullness and 
His ability to govern, judge, lead, and correct His people so to lead them unto full stature. 

 

b. In order to live with gifting such as the above, the corporate man is to allow the baptism and infilling 
of the Holy Spirit, that being the Spirit of the Man on the throne, so as to be filled with Christ. The 
corporate man is to operate led by the Spirit of the Lord and not as a natural or carnal man. They are 
to operate by the gifts of the Holy Spirit so as to reflect the ministry of the Man Christ. 

6.  Christ at the golden altar speaks of eternal purpose intercession to be prayed by 
the corporate man. 
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a. As stated before, the heavenly golden altar pictures the eternal Man on the throne as intercessor who 
ever lives making intercession for the eternal purposes of the Godhead. We also noted that the 
incense to be offered on the golden altar was and is to be of a very precise formula, an incense that 
is holy to the Lord and not used for any personal purpose. The intercession arising to the golden altar 
is not to be random, but according to a very precise plan—God’s eternal purpose, plan, and thought. 

b. The golden altar speaks of the call to the corporate man to be prepared and then pray as a company 
of intercessors prayers focused on God’s eternal and kingdom purpose from a heavenly perspective 
that will ascend to the heavenly golden altar. 

c. The corporate man must pray not haphazardly man-focused prayers but in agreement with the 
eternal Man Christ who stands before the heavenly golden altar interceding for God’s eternal 
purposes. The corporate man must take their place in intercession partnering with Christ praying 
eternal purpose prayers which will ascend to the heavenly golden altar and be in agreement with the 
intercession offered from heaven. This prayer will go up before God and activate God’s kingdom and 
eternal purposes (Rev. 8:4-5). 

7.  The seraphim speak of the corporate man proclaiming the voice of the Man on 
the throne. 

a. Like we said, the seraphim changed Isaiah’s message so that it came into agreement with the message 
emanating from the heavenly golden altar. Isaiah was corrected so that the message he spoke from 
that point forward was the message from the throne. He became a mouthpiece for the proclamation 
of God’s voice in tune with God’s word, time, seasons, and strategy.  

b. Therefore, the seraphim symbolize the message to be proclaimed by the corporate man which must 
align with the voice from the throne. In other words, the message of the corporate man who act as 
Christ’s body in the earth must come into agreement with the voice and message coming from the 
throne and speak the voice from the throne until the Lord returns whether people receive the 
message of not.  

IV. Summary 

1.   God’s purpose for the church age is to prepare an earthly representative who will 
reflect the nature, character, and ministry of the eternal Christ on the throne. 

a. To summarize this session, the purpose of the church age is not so much to bless a people as it is to 
prepare a people. God’s purpose for the church age is to prepare a people to take on the nature and 
character of the eternal Man on the throne so as to become as much of an exact representation of 
Him as possible and to minister in partnership with Him in accordance with His eternal purpose for 
this age. 

b. Based on what we have discussed in this session, let’s very briefly summarize who this corporate man 
is to be as he is filled up with Christ to fullness by simply listing eight traits of the corporate man.  

c. The corporate man will be a group of individuals who have developed the nature of the Lamb and the 
character of Christ. 
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d. The corporate man will serve as priests who develop an intimate relationship with the Lord abiding in 
Him and He in them and going regularly into the presence of the Man on the throne in fellowship. 

e. The corporate man will develop true spiritual perception so as to accurately judge times, seasons, 
situations, and issues in order to be completely and accurately in agreement with the Man on the 
throne. 

f. The corporate man will be a vessel through which Christ can exercise His governmental authority in 
the earth.  

g. The corporate man will be a people who have surrendered to the Man on the throne in absolute 
lordship so that they are in complete submission to His word, voice and purpose and from that place 
guard the eternal purposes of the Lord with their proclamation, intercession and ministry. 

h. The corporate man will be a people who are filled to fullness with the Holy Spirit. 

i. The corporate man will be a people who will stand interceding in agreement with the Man on the 
throne offering intercession according to God’s eternal purposes. 

j. The corporate man will be a people who will know the voice of the Lord from the throne and proclaim 
His truth in their preaching, teaching, intercession, and ministry whether people receive the message 
or not and do so until the Lord returns. 

2.  As leaders, we must build the Lord’s church based on God’s eternal purpose for 
this age. 

a. Let’s close this session with one more scripture verse from the book of Ephesians. Remember this 
book is about God’s eternal purpose for the church,  

…having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the 
corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in 
the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit (Eph. 2:20-
22). 

b. There is a lot that could be said about this passage, but we will discuss it only briefly. Whatever we 
build as leaders of the church must not be based on our own thought or plans but must be build first 
on Christ as the cornerstone of our efforts. We cannot go our own way to create a ministry we believe 
might meet a post Christian or a poverty-stricken culture. We must build upon Christ and who He is 
in His eternal state on the throne.  

c. Secondly, drawing from this base of Christ, we must build upon the foundation laid by the prophets 
of old and the New Testament apostles. We cannot build upon what the successful church down the 
road or on TV is building but on what the apostolic fathers have written in the scriptures. Therefore, 
as leaders, our role is first to come into the purpose of the age ourselves and then second to prepare 
our people to arise in God’s eternal purpose for the age.  

d. For most of us, this assignment which is in accordance with God’s eternal purpose is radically different 
than what we are doing. Even so, we can now change and prepare God’s people for God’s eternal 
purpose and the eternal ages. Although the task seems daunting and overwhelming, God is able to do 
exceedingly abundantly more than we can imagine. Let’s allow Him to do it in us and through us. He 
is able.  
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